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Of  Chrift's  pricftly  Office. 

Hebrews  vii.   17. 
Tbou  art  a  Priejl  for  ever^  after  the  order  of  M^lcbifedec* 

K3&5"^  T  is  evident  from  the  context,  thai  the  ^^ 
^  I  ^  poftle  is  fpeaking  of  Chrift  as  a  Pri^ft^  ap- 
u'^sf^'^  plying  to  him  this  paffagc  taken  from  Pfal. 
JfiK^CA  Jw  ex.  4.  Thou  art  a  Priejl  for  ever  after  the  or* 
der  of  Mekbifedek.  Where  two  things  are  propofed. 
I.  That  he  is  indeed  a  Priejl^  whofe  bufineCs  it  is  to 
offer  Sacrifices.  2.  That  he  is  fo  after  the  order  of  Mel* 
chifcdec  ;  noting  thereby  the  fimilitude  betwixt  tho 
two,  the  one  being  a  notable  type  of  the  other.  This 
Itkenefs  confifts  not  in  an  unbloody  facrifice,  that  of 
bread  and  wine  which  Melchifedec  brought  forth  to 
Abraham  when  he  returned  from  the  flaughter  of  the 
kings  who  had  taken  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ;  but, 
(r.)  In  the  name,  Chrift  being  the  true  King  of  righ* 
Vol.  II.  A     ' 


N. 
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teoufnefs^  and  King  of  peat e^  in  which  refpeft  Melchr- 
fedcc  was  only  a  type  of  hira,  Heb,  vii.  2.  (2.)  In 
their  original,  ver.  3.  Mclcliifedec  is  reprefented  as 
hvithout  father^  witlmtt  mother^  without  defcent^  having 
no  beginning  of  days  ;  nothing  being  recorded  of  his 
birth  and  parentage,  he  is  like  an  immortal.  In  this  he 
was  a  notable  type  of  Chrift,  who  had  no  father  as 
ftian,  no  mother  as  God,  was  God  himfelf  from  eter- 
nity, and  his  goings  forth  Were  of  old,  from  everlaft- 
inji.  (3)  ^"  ^W\y  continuance,  becaufe  Melchifedec's 
-death  is  no  where  recorded,  ver.  8. ;  but  is  reprefented 
ars  one  who- who  liverh.  So  Chrift  our  High  Prieft  li- 
Veth  for  ever  to  make  interceflion  for  us.  (4*)  In  their 
office.  Melchifedec  was  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God, 
and  king  of  Salem,  or  Jetrrfklem*  So  Chrift  is  a  Prieft, 
who  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God,  and  he  is  con- 
fiituted  SLing  of  Zion,  of  the  church.  (5.)  In  refped. 
of  unity.  Melchifedec  is  fet  forth  as  having:  neither 
predeceffor  nor  fuccenor  in  his  office.  So  Chrift  was 
fet  up  10  be  a  Prieft  from  ewrlafting,  and  is  repre- 
fented as  a  lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world  ;  and  the  facrifice  that  he  ofiered  being  perfeft, 
there  is  no  more  occafjon  for  any  other  pricfts,  and  he 
has  no  fucceiFor,  having  an  unchangeable  and  perpe- 
tual priefthoodv  (6.)  In  refpecl  of  dignity ;  Melchi- 
fedec being  propofed  as  greater  than  Abraham.  So 
Chrift  isi  greater  than  both :  for  he  faid,  Before  Abraham 
'ums^  I  am.  Thus  Chrift  is  a  Prieft,  and  that  for  ever. 
In  this  office  is  contained  the  grand  relief  of  poor  fouls 
diftrefied  and  perplexed  with  the  guilt  and  burden  of 
their  fins.  W4ien  all  other  remedies  have  been  tried  in 
vain>  it  is  the  blood  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  fprirfkled 
.  by  faith  upon  the  trembling  a)nfcience,  that  muft  cool 
.  and  refrefh,  and  fweetly  compofe  an4Ji*ttle  it. 
The  doftrinc  ariling  fmrn  the  text  is, 

Doer.  "  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  a  Pneft,  in 
**  his  once  offering  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine 
**  julUce,  and  reconcile  us  to  God,  and  in  making 
**  continual  intcrccffion  for  us/^ 
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Ifi  difconrfiqg  from  this  dt^cti  ine,  I  fliali, 

I.  Shew  that  Chrift  is  truly  and  properly  a  Prieft* 

II.  Explain  the  nature  of  Chrid's  piieftly  office. 

III.  Make  fonae  pra^cal  imptovement. 

T.  I  am  to  ihew  that  Qlirift  is  truly  and  properly  % 
Ptioft.  This  is  evident,  if  we  confider,  i.  That  the 
fcripturp  holds  hin>  fortl^  as  (iich,  PfaK  cjj:.  ^.  and 
Hcb.  V.  and  other  places  of  that  epittle.  7.  Bccaufc 
he  exercifes  tjie  a<?ls  of  the  prieftly  oflice,  in  ofiering 
facrifice,  and  praying  for  his  people,  j.  Bccauie  he 
uras  typified  by  fuch  as  were  really  priells,  as  all  the 
I^evitical  priefts,  and  Melchifedec. 

^lieft.  Wherein  did  Chriri's  prieftly  office  differ  from 
th^  prieftly  office  under  fhe  ceremonial  law  ? 

I.  The  prieft$  under  the  law  were  priefts  after  the 
order  of  Aaron  j  'but  Chiiit  is  a  Pricll  after  the  order 
of  Melchifedec.  Who  this  Mdchifcdec  was,  it  is  iij 
vain  to  inquire,  and  cannot  poffibly  be  li^nown  ;  th^ 
Jioly  Ghoft  dcfignedly  concealing  his  genealogy,  be- 
ginning and  ending,  and  defcent,  that  fo  he  might  be 
a  fitter  type  of  Chriit  and  his  everiafting  priciilioode 
He  was  like  a  man  dropt  from  the  qlouds,  and  at  lail 
caught  up  agiain,  and  none  kn^w  how^  It  is  faid  of 
him,  Hcb.  vii.  3.  that  he  was  without  father^  without 
piothefj  without  defcent i  having  neither  begimun^  of  day i^ 
nor  end  of  life  ;  but  made  lih  unto  the  Son  of  Qodj  abir 
deth  a  priejl  continually^  Now,  Qhrift  was  a  Priell  afttr 
the  ord^r  oi  this  Melchifedec,  not  l^y  a  corporeal  unc- 
tion, legal  ceremony,  or  the  intervening  ad  of  a  hu- 
inan  ordination,  biit  bv  a  divine  and  heavenly  iniii* 
tution,  and  Imn^ediate  unq^io^i  of  the  Spirit  of  lile,  in 
that  extraordinary  manner,  whereby  he  was  to  b^ 
both  Kin^  and  Prieft  unto  God^  ^  A^Ielchifedec  was. 
^eb»  vii.  16.  He  was  not^a  Pnett  after  the  order  ot 
Aaron,  becapfe  the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but  wan^ 
weak  and  unprofitable ;  and  therefore  was  to  be  abo* 
lilhed,  and  to  give  place  to  another  piiefthood.  Men 
yf^\c  ftut  t.0  lei^  i^  it^^  but  to  bj  led  bj'  i.t  tp  Uim  yyhQi 
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was  to  aboliih  it,  Heb.  viu  ii.  12.  Thcminiftry  and 
promifes  of  Chrift  were  better  than  thofe  of  the  law  ; 
and  therefore  his  priefthood,  which  was  the  office  of 
difpenfing  them,  was  to  be  more  excellent  too,  Heb, 
viii.  6.  For  when  the  law  and  covenapt  were  to  be 
abolifhed,  the  priefthood,  Ii  which  they  were  efia*» 
blifhed,  was  lik^wife  to  die. 

2.  The  priefts  under  the  law  were  finful  men,  and 
therefore  offered  facrifices  for  their  own  fins,  as  well 
as  for  the  fins  of  the  people,  Heb,  v.  3.  But  Chrift 
•wzs  hofyj  harmlefs,  undefi/ed,  fefaratefrcm  Jinners,  and 
made  higher  than  the  heavens  ;  who  needeth.  not  daily ^  as 
thofe  htfh  fri^Jls,  to  o^er  vf  facrijice^  firfl  for  his  own 
fins  J  ana  then  for  the  people^  s  :  for  this  he  did  once^  when 

he  offered  up  himfelf  Heb,  vii.  26.  27.  He  was  per- 
fectly pure  and  holy,  and  could  ftand  before  God  even 
in  th€  eye  of  bis  ftricl  juflice,  as  a  lamb  without  ^blemifh 
and  without  fppt^  Though  he  mede  his  foul  an  offering 
for  fthy  yet  he  ha4  done  no  iniquity ^  neither  was  th^re  any 
guile  found  in  his  mouths  And  indeed  his  facrifice  had 
done  us  no  good,  had  he  been  tainted  with  theleaft  fin, 

3.  The  priefts  under  the  law  were  many,  bccaul'e 
they  were  mortal ;  death  as  an  univerlal  deluge  was 
continually  fweeping  them  off"  the  ftage.  But  Chrift 
isa  Prieft  for  ever,  Plal.  ex. 4.  Heb.:yii,  23,  T^his  man 
fontinueth  ever. 

4.  The  priefthood  under  the  law  was  changeable ; 
but  Chrift's  priefthood  is  unchangeable.     T|ie  legal 
difpenfation  was  to  continue  only  for  a  time.     It  was 
but  like  the  morning-ftar  tp  uftier  in  the  rifing  fun, 
which  fy  fcpn  as  he  appears  in  our  horizon,  it  eva- 
nifhes  and  flirinks  away,  ^eb.  vii.  |2.aGod  confirm- 
ed this  priefthood  with  an  oath,  Pfat;*fe.  4.  Heb.  vii. 
2U  as  well  as  a  King,     Thofe  oflices. which  werie  di- 
vided before  between  two  familcs,  v^c  both  united 
nod  vefted  in  CLrift  ;  this  being  jilifolutcly  neceflai  y 
lor  the  difcharge  of  his  mediatory  undertaking,  and 
ftgthc  eftablifhment  of  his  kingdom,  which  being  of 

^tan  the  kingdoms  of  this  wprl^l,  evti^ 
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fpiritual  and  heavetaly,  therefore  needed  fuch  a  King' 
SIS  was  alfo  a  minifter  of  holy  things.  And  the  apoftle 
tells  us,  Heb,  vii.  24.  that  this  man^  becaufe  be  contn 
nueth  tver^  hath  an  unchangeable  friejlhood. 

5.  The  priefts  under  the  law  offered  many  facrifices, 
and  of  various*  kinds,  as  lambs  and  rams,  calves  and 
bullocks,  and  the  blood  of  many  beads :  but  Chrift 
offered  but  once,  and  that  but  one  facrifice,  even  the 
facrifice  of  himfelf.  So  it  is  faid,  Heb.  ix.  25.  26.  Nor 
yet  that  he  Jhould  offer  himfelf  often^  as  the  high  friefi 
enter eth  into  the  holy  f  lace ^  every  year  with  blood  of  others  / 
(for  then  mufl  he  often  have  fuffered  fince  the  foundation 
ef  the  world)  :  but  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  worlds  hath 
he  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf 
And  herein  he  excelled  and  far  tranfcended  all  other 
priefts,  ilMhis,  that  he  had  fomething  of  his  own  to 
offer.  He  had  a  body  given  him  to  be  at  his  own  dif- 
pofal  for  this  very  end  and  purpofe.  It  is  faid,  Heb. 
X.  5.  7.  10.  Wherefore  when  he  cometh  into  the  world,  be 
faith.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouldft  noty  but  a  body 
hafl  thou  prepared  me.  Then  faid  /,  Lo,  I  come  (in  the 
volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me)  to  do  thy  wilt,  O 
God.  By  the  which  will  we  are  fanflified,  through 
the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chriji  once  for  alL  He 
offered  up  his  body,  and  not  only  his  body,  but  his 
foul  alfo  was  made  an  offering  for  fin.  If.  liii.  10.  We 
had  made  a  forfeiture  both  ot  our  fouls  and  bodies  by 
fin.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  that  the  facrifice  of 
Chrift  ihould  be  anfwcrable  to  the  debt  which  we  owed 
to  God.  And  when  Chrift  came  to  offer  up  his  facri- 
fice, he  ftood  not  only  in  the  capacity  of  a  Prieft,  but 
alfo  in  that  of  a  Surety ;  ard  fo  his  foul  ftcod  in  the 
ilead  of  ours,  and  his  body  in  the  liead  of  our  bodies. 

6.  All  thofe  facrifices  that  the  priefts  offered  under 
the  law  were  types  of  the  lacrilice  of  Chrift,  which  h^ 
was  to  offer  in  the  fulncfs  of  time,  they  hot  being  fuf- 
ficient  in  themfclves  to  purge  away  fin,  nor  accepta-^ 
ble  tp  God  any  further  than  Chrift  was  eyed  in  them. 
But  Chrift's  facrifice  was  the  thirg  typified  by  all  thcfe 
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obhcious,  and  is  eliicacious  in  Ufcltfor  the  fatl^fa^on 
of  julUce,  and  the  expiation  of  iin,  Heb.  x,  i.  4.  14. 
tor  the  laiQ  having  a  Jhadow  of  good  things  to  comcj  and 
not  the  very  ima^<f  of  tbt  things^  can  never  with  thofe  fa* 
irifices  which  they  offered  year  by  year  continually^  make 
the  corners  thereunto  perfe^.  For  it  is  notfofftbie  that  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  fbould  take  away  fins.  For  by 
one  o^eriHj(  he  bath  ferfedledfor  ever  them  that  are  fane- 
tijied.  ilia  facrifice  was  invaluably  precious,  and  of 
tutiuite  citicacy  and  virtue.  And  fuch  it  behoved  to 
be:  ^ov  it  being  offered  as  an  expiatory  facrifice,  it 
ikUj{ht  to  be  proportioned  and  equivalent,  in  its  own 
uUiinlic  value,  to  all  the  fouls  and  bodies  that  were  to 
t>0  redeemed  by  it.  So  that  as  one  rich  diamond  is 
luorc  in  worth  than  ten  thoufand  pebbles,  or  one  piece 
Kki  gold  than  many  counters,  fo  the  facrificegpif  Chrift's 
loul  and  body  is  far  more  valuable  ^han  aU  the  fouls 
and  bodies  in  the  world. 

7,  The  pricfts  under  the  law  appeared  before  God 
in  behalf  of  the  people,  in  the  temple  made  with 
hands ;  but  Chrift  appeareth  in  heaven  itlelf.  The  Le- 
viticai  priefts  offered  facri^ces  and  made  prayers  for 
the  people  in  the  temple ;  and  th?  high  priett,  who 
was  an  eminent  type  of  Chritt,  entered  into  the  holy 
of  holies,  the  figure  of  heaven,  once  a-year,  and  that 
not  without  blood.  This  was  typical  of  Chrift's  en- 
tering into  heaven  itfclf  in  hi^  people's  name,  to  ap- 

{)ear  for  them' before  the  throne  of  God.     Hence  it  is 
aid,  IJeb.  ix.  34.  For  Qhriji  is  not  entered  into  the  holy 
places  made  with  hands ^  ivhich  are  th^  figures  of  the  true  ; 
hut  into  heaven  itfelf  now  to  appear  in  theprefence  of  God 
for  us.     I  John  ii.  i,  Ifan^manfin^  we  have  an  Advo^. 
(ate  with  the  Father^  JV^^  Chrijt  the  righteous. 

8.  The  priefts  under  the  law  had  only  the  office  of 
priefthood  j  bur  Chrift  is  Prophet,  Priett,  and  King^ 

II.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  nature  of  Chrift's 
priefthood.     The  office  of  the  priefts  was  to  offer  la* 

criaccs^aad  to  pray  for  the  people.    Jience  there  arq. 
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two  parts  of  Chrift's  pricftly  office,  namely,  oblation 
oi  the  facrifice,  and  interceilion  • 

Of  Christ'j  Oblatiox. 

One  part  of  Chrift's  pricftly  office  was  the  oblation 
of  a  facrifice*    Where  we  may  confider, 

1.  The  import  of  offi^ring. 

2.  What  was  the  facrifice. 

3.  How  often  he  did  offisr  hioifelf. 

4.  For  whom  he  did  fo. 

5.  For  what  ends  he  did  offisr  himfelf. 

6.  The  efficacy  of  his  one  offering* 

Firft^  I  am  to  fhew  what  the  import  of  offermg  is. 
It  fignifies  the  voluntarinefs  of  Chrifts  fufierings  :  Eph. 
V.  2.  Chrift  hath  given  himfelf  for  uSy  an  offerings  and  a 
facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweetfmellin^  favour^.  H«  laid 
down  his  life  of  himfelf,  that  he  might  take  it  again. 
He  was  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  flau^hter^  and  as  a  fheep  ^f- 
fore  her  /hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  offered  not  his  mouth.    For, 

!•  Though  he  well  knew  his  fufFerings  beferehand, 
and  that  dreadful  ftorm  of  the  divine  wiMth  and  in- 
dignation that  was  to  fail  upon  him,  and  all  the  abufe, 
indignities,  and  torments  he  was  to  meet  wich  from 
wicked  men  and  on  the  crofs,  yet  he  did  not  with- 
draw from  that  dreadful  apparatus  of  a  violent  death 
when  his  time  was  come ;  he  would  not  fuffer  his  di- 
fciples,  could  they  have  done  it,  to  refcue  him  from 
the  impending  danger :  nay,  his  delivering  himfelf  up 
to  his  bloody-thirlty  purfuers,  after  he  had  exhibited 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  his  divine  power,  in  making 
them  fall  to  the  ground  with  a  word,  John  xvtii.  28, 
was  an  evidence,  that  he  was  nowife  conftrained,  but 
a  hearty  volunteer  in  his  then  intended  offering.  The 
cup  of  his  fufFerings  was  continually  before  his  eyes  ; 
he  never  declined  to  drink  of  it ;  nay,  he  was  pained 
and  ftraitened  till  he  drank  it  to  the  bottom. 

2.  The  flrong  cry  he  uttered  immediately  before 
his  yielding  up  his  foul  on  tlie  crofs,  was  an  evidence 
there  was  more  than  a  natural  power  attending  him 
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ia  that  important  crifis.  .  He  was  no  criminal  in  the 
eye  of  God  and  fcripture,  and  could  not  have  been  put 
to  death  unlefs  he  had  pleafed,  being  the  mod  high 
God,  and  Sovereign  of  men  and  angels,  and  therefore 
having  the  whole  creation  at  his  command.  The  ftrong 
cry  he  then  uttered  was  not  the  effed  of  weaknefs  or 
reludance  to  part  with  his  life,  fuch  as  a  criminal  may 
be  fuppofed  to  give,  but  rather  a  fhout  of  triumph, 
proceeding  from  one  who  had  fpontaneoufly  offered 
himfelf  to  fuch  a  dreadful  death,  teftifying  before  God, 
angels,  and  men,  his  joy  and  exultation  in  having  per- 
formed the  arduous  work  he  had  of  his  own  proper  mo- 
,tion  engaged  to  achieve. 

Secondly^  Let  us  conlider  what  was  the  facrifice  he 
offered  up.  On  this  head  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obferve,  that  facrifices  were  of  two  forts. 

1.  Some  were  euchariftical  or  thank-offerings,  in 
^teftimony  of  homage,  fubjeftion,  duty,  and  fervice ; 

as  the  dedication  of  the  firfl:  fruits,  the  meat  and 
drink  oflferings.  By  thefc  the  facrificer  acknowledged 
the  bounty  and  goodnefs  of  God,  and  his  own  un^ 
worthinefs  to  receive  the  leaft  of  his  favours,  rendered 
praife  for  mercies  received,  and  defired  the  divine 
blefling.     But  Chrift's  facrifice  was  not  of  this  kind. 

2.  Some  facrifices  were  expiatory,  for  the  fatisf ac- 
tion of  juftice,  and  the  purging  away  of  fin.  The  in* 
ftitution  of  this  kind  of  facrifices  was  upon  a  double 
account,  (i.)  That  man  is  a  finner,  and  therefore  ob- 
noxious to  the  juft  indignation  and  extreme  difplea- 
fure  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God,  and  laid  fairly 
open  to  all  the  fiercenefs  of  wrath  and  vengeance. 
(2.)  That  God  was  to  be  propitiated,  that  fo  he  might 
pardon  man.  Thefe  truths  are  rooted  and  deeply  en- 
graven in  the  natural  confciences  of  men,  as  appears 
by  the  pr^etended  expiations  of  fin  among  the  Heathens. 
But  they  are  more  clearly  revealed  in  facred  writ. 
Under  the  law,  without  the  effufion  of  blood  ther.- 
was  no  remiffion,  to  intimate  unto  us,  that  God  would 
not  forgive  fin  without  the  atonement  of  juftice,  which 
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Required  the  death  of  the  offender;  but  it  being  tem- 
pered with  mercy,  accepted  of  a  facrifice  in  his  ftead. 
Of  this  laft  kind  was  the  facrifice  df  Chrift,  which 
he  oflfefed  for  us,  even  a  facrifice  of  expiation.  All 
that  was  reqtiifite  to  a  real  and  proper  faciifice,  con- 
ciH*red  in  his  facrifice;     As, 

1.  The  perfon  offering  was  to  be  a  prieft.  It  was 
the  peculiar  office  of  a  prieft  under  the  law  to  offer  fa- 
orifices.  So  fays  the  apoftle,  Heb.  v.  i.  Every  high 
frieft  taken  from  among  men^  is  ordained  for  men  in  things 
pertaining  to  God,  that  he  may  offer  both  gifts  and  facri^ 
fices  for  fins.     In  like  manner  Chrift,  that  he  might 

differ  this  facrifice^  was  called  to  that  office,  and  made 
an  High  Prieft  in  the  houfe  of  God ;  as  appears  from 
Heb*  V,  4.  5.  6.  &  I  o.  He  is  called  the  Apoftle  and  Hi^b 
Frieji  of  our  pefeffion  ;  and  it  is  faid.  Such  an  High 
Priejl  became  us^  who  is  holy^  harmlefs^  undefiled^  and 
feparate  from  finners. 

2 .  There  was  fomething  to  be  offered,  and  that  \i^as 
himfelf.  He  was  the  facrifice  that  he  offered  up  unto 
God.  Our  great  High  Prieft  behoved  to  have  a  fa- 
crifice anfwerable  to  the  debt  that  We  owed  to  God  ; 
and  the  debt  was  the  forfeiture  of  both  foul  and  body 
to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  curfe  of  the  law  :  and 
therefore  our  High  Prieft  was  to  have  a  foul  and  body 
to  fuffer  in  as  our  Surety.  He  made  his  foul  an  offering 
jSirfin^  If.  liii.  10.  Myfoui^  fays  he,  is  exceeding  forrow* 
ful  even  unto  death.    A  body  baji  thou  prepared  me^  Heb. 

X.  5.    And  it  is  faid,  Heb.  x.  10.  We  are  fandified  thro*  ' 
the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrifl  once.     He  himfef 
bare  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree^  i  Pet.  ii.  2^. 
He  took  upon  him  our  nature,  that  he  might  have  a 
proper  facrifice  to  offer.     Chrift  was  a  facrifice  in  his 
human  nature.    He  fuffered  in  his  foul  and  bcfdy.    It 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  doing  or  fuffering  belongs  lot 
the  whole  perfon.    Hence  the  church  is  faid  to  be  re-^ 
deemed  with  the  blood  of  God^  A£f:s  xx^  28.     Yet  the 
^notion  of  a  facrifice  importing  fuffering,  and  the  di- 
'  vine  nature  not  being,  capable  of  it,  he  himfelf  wa:s  the 
Vol.  IL  B 
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facrifice  indeed,  but  not  in  the  divine,  but  in  the  hu- 
man tiature*  Even  as  a  murderer  is  faid  to  kill  a  man^ 
though  lie  kill  not  the  foul*  Now,  that  he  fuffered  in 
his  body,  appears  from  the  hiftoty  of  his  paffion  in  the 
evangelifts.  And  his  foul-fufferings  alfo  are  evident 
from  the  fame  hiftory.  His  fufferings  in  his  foul  he 
himfelf  teflifies,  when  he  fays,  itfy  foul  is  exceeding  for- 
rowful  even  unto  death.  Thefe  were  the  foul  of  his  fuf* 
ferings,  and  far  greater  than  thofe  of  his  body.  They 
confifted,  (i.)  In  his  being  deferted  of  God,  whereby 
all  comfort  was  eclipfed  from  his  holy  foul,  Pfal.  xxii* 
I.  My  God,  my  God^  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?  (2.)  la 
the  impreffions  of  God*s  wrath  on  it,  which  produced 
that  bloody  fweat  in  the  garden,  by  which  blood  tranf- 
pired  from  his  facrcd  body.  God  knew  how  to  let 
him  fetl  his  wrath  as  our  Surety  ;  and*yet  was  pleafed 
tvith  him  as  a  Son,  (3-)  In  the  afftults  of  the  powers 
of  darkneis  and  fpiritual  wickedneifes,  who  aflailed 
him  with  redoubled  fury  in  that  hour  of  darknefs.  The 
prince  of  this  world  attacked  him  more  fiercely  then 
than  ever  before. 

3.  There  was  an  altatr  on  which  this  facriSce  was 
offered  :  fdr  ii  is  the  altar  that  fanftifieth  the  offer-, 
ing,  and  renders  it  acceptable  to  God,  and  ufefiil  to 
mm  ;  and  that  was  his  divine  nature-,  through  the  e* 
temal  Spirit^  lays  the  apottle,  he  offered*  himfelf  with- 
out fpot  unto  God^  Heb..  ix.  14.  and  io  by  his  bloed 
purgeth  our  confciences  from  dead  works.  For 
'  Chrift  as  God  fanclified  himfelf  as  man,  that  fo,  thro* 
t  le  virtue  and  merit  of  his  ficrifice,  his  people  might 
be  fanclified  alfo,  John  xvii.  19.  There  behoved  to 
be  fomething  to  add  an  infinite  value  and  efficacy  to 
the  fufferings  of  his  humanity ;  which  could  be  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  divine  nature.  The  human  nature 
fuffered,  and  the  divine  nature  fan<nified  the  humani- 
ty ;  and,  by  reafon  of  this  admirable  union,  and  the 
reflection  of  the  Divinity  upon  the  humanity,  what 
was  done  to  the  human  nature  upon  the  crofs  is  afcri- 
bed  to  the  wliole  pcrlbn.     They  crucifed  the  Lord  of 
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ghry^  fays  the  apoftle  ;  and»  God  tut  chafed  the  elmrcb 
nviib  his  own  blood*  It  was  this  tnat  made  his  I'uft'  r- 
irigs  acceptable  and  hij;hly  pleaGng  to  G  >«',  whofe  jii- 
flice  was  to  be  appeafed  and  fttisfied  ;  and  ir  was  .his 
that  n)ade  them  efficacious  for  man,  whofe  happinefs 
and  commerce  with  God  were  to  be  reltored,  and  his 
guilt  removed.  So  that  he  bad  a  human  nature  that 
lei  ved  fjf  a  facrifice,  and  a  divine  n^itur^  wherein  he 
fulfilled,  from  whence  that  facrifice  derived  an  infi* 
nice  dignity  and  value^  Thus  Chrift  was  a  Prieft  in 
his  perfon,  a  facrifice  in  his  humanity,  and  the  altar 
in  bis  Divinity. 

4,  In  a  facrifice  the  things  offered  were  to  be  of 
God-s  appointment,  or  elfe  it  bad  not  been  an  accept- 
able facrifice,  but  will-worftiip ;  and  no  more  a  facri- 
fice in  God's  account,  than  the  cuttii^  off  of  a  dog^s 
n^ck,  or  offering  fwine's  blood,  as  appears  by  the  law 
given  by  Mofes  concerning  free-will  offerings,  Lev.v^ 
So  that  what  Chrift  offered  ^yas  appointed  and  prepai- 
red  by  God.  K[e  prepared  him  a  body,  that  he  might 
pffer  it  for  a  facrifice.  it  was  a  living  body,  a  body 
animated  with  a  rational  foul,  which  foul  was  fepara- 
t;:d  from  his  body  in  the  offering  ;  and  therefore  he  is 
laid  to  hai^e  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  ;  and  that 
foul  and  body  conftituti^d  his  human  nature.  Thin 
was  the  facrifice  that  was  appointed  of  God  for  the 
expiation  of  the  elecls  fin.  Hence  lays  the  apoftle, 
I  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  jr>  were-  not  redeemed  luitb  corruptible 
things^  as  filver  and  gold  i^^but  with  the  precious  blood 
<f  Chrijij  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifb  and  without 
/pot. 

5.  The  thing  offered  in  facrifice  was  to  be  d^ftroy- 
cd#  This  is  effential  to  a  facrifice,  Thofc  things  that 
were  endued  with  life  were  killed,  that  fh  th&y  might 
be  offered  to  God  in  facrifice,  and  their  biood  was 
poured  out,  and  the  other  parts  of  them,  befidcs  th^ 
blood,  were  burnt  with  fire,  either  wholly  or  in  part^ 
And  thus  was  Chrift  facrificed.  His  dying  and  bleeds 
}Qg  on  the  crofs^  apfwered  the  killing  and  ihedding  qj^ 
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(he  blood  of  tl^e  Lcvitical  facrifices :  and  his  fuflT^rlngs 
tcxprcffed  by  the  pains  of  hell)  were  correfpondent  to 
tlie  burning  of  thefe  faprifices.  It  is  faid,  Hcb.  xiii. 
12.  13.  Jefits  alh^  that  he  might  fandify  the  people  with 
his  cum  bloody  Juffered  without  the  gate.  Lfit  us  go  forth 
therefore  unto  him  without  the  camp^  bearing  his  reproach. 
^His  fnfferings  without  the  gate  are  held  forth  here, 
jis  infwering  the  burning  of  the  ftcrifices  without  the 
jcamp. 

6.  The  perfon  to  whom  facrifices  were  offered,  was 
God,  and  he  only.  It  was  grofs  idolatry  to  offer  them 
to  any  other.  Hence  they  are  called  things  pertaining 
to  God  J  Heb.  v.  i. ;  and  Chrift*s  facrifice  was  thus  ot- 
tered up  to  God,  Heb.  ii.  17.  He  performed  the  office 
of  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priett  in  offering  up 
himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God.  God  was  the  party  ofiend- 
pd  by  man's  nn,  and  whofe  juftice  behoved  to  be 
iatisfied,  jpph.  v.  2.  Here  is  ^  myftery  of  wonders, 
where  one  party  is  the  party  offended,  the  priell,  and 
the  facrifice. 

Thirdly^  I  come  now  to  copfider  how  often  Chrift 
^id  offer  himfelf.  It  was  only  once,  Heb.  ix.  28^ 
Chriji  was  cnce  offered  to  hear  the  fins  of  many  ;  and  that 
one  and  once  offering  fully  anfwered  the  end  of  his 
offering  himfelf:  for,  fays  the  apoftle,  by  one  offering  he 
hath  perfeded  fyr  ever  them  that  are  fanClifiedj  Heb.  x. 
14.  This,  was  the  difference,  as  1  have  obferved  a- 
bove,  between  the  Levitlcal  priefts  and  our  High 
trieft  ;  that  they  offered  many  facrifices,  which  argu- 
ed the  imperfeftion  of  their  miniftry  ;  but  Chrifl  on- 
ly once,  Heb.  x.  ia.  juft  cited.  As  for  the  notion  of 
the  facrament's  bemg  changed  into  a  facrifice,  as 
the  Papifts  pretend,  there  i^  no  foundation  for  it :  for 
th$:re  Chriitis  cot  offered  tO  God,  but  to  us  ;  and  iti^ 
no  renewal  of  that  facrifice,  but  a  folemn  commemo- 
ration of  it. 

Fourthly^  I  go  On  to  (hew  for  whom  Chrlfl  offeree^ 
himfelf  a  facrifice. 
'    I.  It  was  not  for  his  own  fins,  for  he  had  none ; 
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bxLt  far  the  fins  and  tranfgreffions  of  others :  Dao-  vx. 
26.  The  MeJJiah  Jhall  be  cut  off\  but  not  for  bimfelf. .  He 
could  not  fuflPer  for  any  fin  of  his  own ';  for  he  was 
boly^  hafmkfs^  undefiled^  and  Jefarate  from  Jinners. 
Though  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  yet  he 
had  done  no  iniquity,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth.  As  the  legal  lambs  were  without  blemifh,  fo 
•Chrift  was  a  Lamb  without  fpot.  His  extraordinary 
and  miracul^s  conception  in  the  womb,  of  a  virgin 
%vas  an  effeaual  bar  againft  original  fin,  and  he  had 
no  actual  fin  in  the  courfe  of  his  life.  He  was  infinite- 
ly holy  as  God,  and  habitually  holy  as  man.  Every 
power  and  faculty  of  his  foul,  and  every  member  of 
his  body,  was  elevated  and  raifcd  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  holinefs.  And  he  fulfilled  all  righteouinefs  in  his 
Hfr,  and  gave  complete  fatisfaclion  to  all  the  demands^ 
oi  the  law;  fo  that  he  needed  not,  as  the  Levitical 
priefts,  firft  to  offer  facrifice  for  his  own  fin,  and  then 
iox  the  fins  of  the  people.   • 

2.  Chrift  did  not  offer  up  this  facrifice  for  the  fins 
of  fallen  angels  ;  for  there  was  no  facrifice  appointed 
for  them.  Whenever  they  rebelled  againft  their  Sove- 
reign Lord  and  Creator,  they  were  immediately  ex- 
pelled from  the  divine  prefence,  and  are  kept  in  ever- 
lafting  chains  under  darknefs  to  the  judgement  of  the 
great  day.  Chrift  took  not  upon  him  the  nature  of 
angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abraham.  He  offered  up  fhe 
facrifice  of  himfelf  to  make  ^n  atonement  for  the  (ins 
of  men» 

3,  Chrift  did  not  die  a  facrifice  for  every  man  and. 
woman  in  the  world.  It  is  true,  there  was  virtue  and 
efficacy  enough  in  his  oWation  to  fatisfy  offended  ju- 
ftice  for  the  tins  of  the  whqle  world,  yea  and  of  mil* 
lions  of  worlds  more ;  for  his  blood  hath  infinite  va- 
lue, becaufe  of  the  infinite  dignity  and  excellency  of 
his  pcrlbn.  And  in  this  lenfe  lome  divines  underftand 
thofe  places  of  fcripturc  where  he  is  called  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  whole  world.    Yet  the  efficacy  and  fa- 
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mng  virtue  of  his  iacrifice  extendeth  not  unto  alL 
For, 

I/?,  It  is  rcftriclcd  in  fcripture  to  a  certain  num- 
}>er,  called  fomcttmes  the  church  of  God,  as  Acls  xx. 
28.  Feed  the  church  of  God  which  he  hath  purchafed 
with  his  own  blood.  Eph.  v.  25.  Chrijl  laved  the  churchy 
and  gave  himjelf  for  it.  Sometitnes  they  are  called  his 
fliecp,  as  John  x.  15./  lay  down  my  life  for  my  Jheep. 
They  are  alfo  called  thofe  that  were  giv^  to  him  by 
the  Father,  John  xvii.  2.  Thou  hafl  given  him  power  tf- 
r.fr  all  flejh^  that  he  fhould  give  eternal  life  to  as  many 
as  thou  hajl  given  him.  See  alfo  John  x.  26. — 29.  la 
thefe  places  of  fcripture,  and  others  that  might  be 
named,  you  fee  that  ChrilVs  death  is  reftrided  to  a 
certain  number  of  perfons,  exclufive  of  all  others. 

idly^  If  Chrift  would  not  pray  for  every  one  in  the 
worla,  then  certainly  he  did  not  die  for  every  one  in 
particular.  But  fo  it  is  that  he  excludes  the  reprobate 
world  from  the  benefit  of  his  prayer,  John  xvii.  9.  / 
.  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  whom  thou  hajl  gi* 
ven  me.  Both  the  parts  of  Chrift's  priefthood,  his  of- 
fering (acrifice  and  his  interceflion,  are  of  the  fame 
latitude  and  extent.  We  find  them  joined  together 
in  the  fcripture,  by  an  infeparable  connection,  Rom. 
viii.  34.  It  is  Chrijl  that  died^  yea  rather^  that  is 
rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who 
alfo  maketh  inter cejfton  for  us.  1  John  ii.  i.  2.  If  any 
Plan  Jin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jejus 
Chrijl  the  righteous  :  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
fins.  ^So  that  Chrift  intercedes  for  all  thofe  for  whom 
he  fatislied  offended  juftice ;  but  he  intercedes  not  for 
the  whole  world,  but  only  for  thofe  whom  God  hath 
given  him  ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  fatisfy  offended 
juiuce  for  all  men. 

3^/)/,  Chrill's  death  is  an  a<?l  of  the  highefl  love  that 
^ver  was  or  can  be  manifefted  to  the  world.  Greater 
love,  fays  he,  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  frierids.  And  fays  the  apoftle, 
jloiiu  V.  "8.  God  commendfth  his  lovf  t^W^rds  us^  in  that 
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while  we  were  yet  JinnerSj  Chrift  died  for  us.  Now,  it 
is  plain,  and  cannot  be  denied,  that  every  one  of  A- 
dam's  pofterity  is  not  the  objeft  of  Chrift's  dearcft 
love ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  lay  down  his  life  for 
every  one  of  them. 

4/A/y,  To  affirm  that  Chrift  offered  uphimfelf  a  fa- 
crifice  with  a  defign  and  intention  to  fave  all  man« 
kind,  great  abfurdities  would  follow.     As, 

(i.)  That  Chrift  died  for  many,  yea  for  innumerable 
multitudes,  who  never  heard  of  his  bleffed  name^  nor 
of  the  bleffidgs  and  benefits  which  were  purchafed  by 
his  death.  But  this  runs  Crofs  to  the  ftrain  and  cur- 
rent of  the  fcripture,  which  tells  us  plainly,  that  there 
can  be  no  falvation  but  by  faith  in  Chrift  ;  and  that 
without  hearing  of  him  there  can  be  no  faith,  Kom. 
X.  14.  15.  16. 

(2.)  If  Chrift  died  for  all,  then  this  abfurdity  would 
follow,  that  he  died  for  thofe  whom  he  knew  to  be 
children  of  wrath  and  fons  of  perdition,  whom  God 
had  paffed  by,  and  left  to  periQi  eternally  in  that  mifer* 
able  condition  into  which  they  had  plunged  tLe.n- 
felves  by  fin. 

(3.)  If  Chrift  died  for  all  men,  then  he  died  for  thofe 
who  are  now  roaring  in  hell,  and  fcorched  and  tot- 
mented  with  unquenchable  fire,  without  any  hope  of 
redemption  ;  and  fo  he  bare  the  punifhment  of  their 
fins,  and  they  are  alfo  now  bearing,  and  ihall  bear  it 
for  ever  themfelves. 

(4.)  If  Chrift  died  with  an  intention  to  fave  all 
men,  then  he  is  an  imperfed  and  incomplete  Saviour, 
who  hath  fatisfied  offended  juftice  for  their  fins,  and 
purchafed  redemption  by  his  blood,  but  cannot  apply 
it.  He-is  only  a  true  Saviour  of  thole  who  are  actual- 
ly faved,  and  obtain  Salvation  by  him. 

(5.)  If  Chrift  died  for  all  men,  then  he  died  in  vain 
for  the  moft  part,  and  his  death  and  facrifice  had  little 
effect ;  for  the  generality  of  men  and  women  will  pe- 
rifti  eternally.  There  are  many  nations  in  the  world 
that  never  heard  of  Chrift ;  and  even  where  thegofpel 
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n  preached,  our  $aviour  tells  us,  that  wide  is  the  gate^ 
and  broad  is  the  way  that  leadeth  to  de/trudionj  and  ma*' 
ny  go  in  thereat ;  hut  that  Jlrait  is  the  gate^  and  narrow 
is  the  way  that  leadeth  unto  Ufe^  and  few  there  be  that 
find  it^  mzXXYi.  vii.  12.  13.  Many  are  called^  but  few 
are  thoferu  So  that  Chrift  did  not  offer  up  the  facxi- 
ficc  of  himfidf  for  every  one  in  particular. 

4.  Chrift  died  for  the  eled,  and  for  all  the  eleft,. 
and  none  elfe.  God  deiigned  to  fave  fome  of  the  loft 
pofterity  of  Adam,  for  the  maoifeftation  of  the  glory 
of  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace ;  and  Chrift  died 
for  all  tfaefe,  £ph.  i.  4.  5.  6.  Compare  the  foliowing 
fcrtptures^  Afts  xiii,  48.  Rom«  iv.  25.  &  v.  8.  i  Con 
XV.  3.  4.  rPet.  ii.  21.  24.  &c.  frmn  which  we  may 
be  fully  convinced  that  Chrift  died  only  for  the  eled. 

Fifthly^  I  come  now  to  fhew,  for  what  ends  Chrift 
ofiered  up  himfelf  a  lacrifice.  It  was  to  fatisfy  divine 
jufticc,  and  reconcile  us  to  God.  The  grand  defign 
and  intendment  of  this  oblation  was  to  atone,  paci^^y 
and  reconcile  God,  by  giving  him  a  full  and  adequate 
iatisfaction  for  the  fin«  of  the  elect  world.  So  the  a>- 
poftle  teaches  us,  Col.  i.  20.  Having  made  peace  by  the 
blood  of  his  crofs^  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  to  himfelf 
2  *Cor.  V.  1 9.  God  was  in  Chrijl^  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himfelf  &c.  Reconciliation  is  the  maiing  up  of 
that  breach  which  fin  had  made  between  God  and  us, 
and  reftoring  us  again  to  the  forfeited  favour  and 
friendfliip  of  heaven.  This  was  the  delign  and  in* 
tendment  of  Chrift's  facrifice,  Eph.  ii.  16.  Now, 
Chrift's  facrifice  abundantly  fatisfied  thefe  ends.  And 
therefore  I  proceed. 

Sixthly^  To  prove  that  Chrift  gave  full  fatisfartion 
to  the  juftice  of  God  for  the  fins  of  all  the  eled.  This 
is  clear  and  evident, 

1 .  From  many  texts  of  fcripture  which  merit  your 
perufal^  as  Eph.  v.  2.  Heb.  vii.  26.  27..  x.  14.  &  ix* 
13.  14. 

2.  Chrift's  refurre<?li'on  from  the  dead  proves  the 
validity  and  completeneis  pf  his  fatisfadion^    As  the 
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elecls  Surety  he  fatisfied  the  law  in  his  death,  and  ha^^ 
ving  thereby  paid  all  their  debt,  he  received  an  ac- 
quittance, and  the  difcharge  was  folemnly  publiihed 
to  the  world  in  his  refurredion.  He  was  releafed  from 
the  grave,  as  from  prifon,  by  a  public  fentence ;  which 
is  an  undeniable  argument  of  the  validity  of.  the  pay- 
ment made  by  him  in  our  name*  For  being  under 
fuch  ftrong  bands  as  the  juftice  and  power  of  God, 
Gx)d  could  never  have  loofed  the  pains  of  death,  if 
his  fulTerings  had  not  been  fully  fatisfaftory  to  God, 
and  received  and  accepted  by  him  for  pur  difcharge. 
And  it  is  obfervable  to  this  purpofe,  that- the  raifing 
of  Chrift  is  afcribed  to  God  as  reconciled,  Heb.  xiii, 
2  o.  The  divine  power  was  not  put  forth  in  loofing  the 
bands  of  death  till  God  was  pacified.  Juftice  incen- 
fed  expofed  him  to  death,  and  juftice  appeafed  raifed 
him  from  the  dead.  If  he  had  not  paid  all  his  people's 
debt  by  his  facrifice,  he  had  been  detained  a  prifoner 
for  ever  in  the  grave.  But  God  having  received  full 
iatisfaclion,  fet  him  free. 

3;  His  afcenfion  into  heaven  proves  the  complete- 
nels  and  ali^fufficiency  of  his  facrifice.  If  he  had 
been  excluded  from  the  divine  prefence,  there  had 
been  juft  caufe  to  fufpecl,  that  anger  had  been  ftill 
refting  in  the  breaft  of  God.  But  his  admiffion  into 
heaven  is  an  infallible  teftimony  that  God  is  reconci- 
led. Our  Saviour  produces  this  as  the  convincing  ar- 
gument by  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  will  effectually  over- 
come the  guilty  fears  of  men,  John  xvi.  lo.  He  will 
convince  the  world  of  right eoufnefs^  hecaufe  I  go  to  my  Fa^ 
ther.  Chrift  in  his  fufferings  was  numbered  among 
tranfgreffors  ;  he  died  as  a  guilty  perfon  ;  but  having 
overcome  death,  and  returned  to  his  Father  again,  he 
made  the  innocency  of  his  perfon  manifett  and  appa- 
rent, and  (hewed  that  a  complete  righteoufnefs  is  ac- 
quired by  his  fufferings,  fufficieut  to  juftify  all  thole 
who  fliall  truly  accept  of  it. 

4.  Ihe  many  excellent  benefits  which  God  reconci- 
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led  beftows  upon  Ins  people  prove  the  completenefe 
of  ChrilVs  fatisfaftion. 

(i.)  Juftification  is  a  fruit  of  Chrift's  death  ;  for  the 
obligation  of  the  law  is  made  void  by  it,  whereby  the 
iinner  was  4>ound  over  to  eternal  wrath  and  punifh' 
inent;  Col.  ii.  14.  Blotting. out  the  band-writing  of  or^ 
Jinances  that  was  againjl  us^  -which  was  contrary  t$  us^ 
and  took  it  out  of  the  waj^  nailing  it  to  bis  crofs.     The 
terms  are  here  ufed  which  are  proper  to  the  cancelling 
of  a  civil  bond.     The  killing  letter  of  the  law  is  abo- 
liQied  by  the^  blood  of  the  crofs ;  the  nails  and  the 
ipear,  which  pierced  his  facred  body,  have  rent  it  in 
pieces,  to  intimate  that  its  condemning  power  is  ta- 
ken away.     The  forgivenefs  of  fin  is  the  chief  part  of 
our  redemption,  and  it  is  afcribed  to  Chrift's  blood  as 
the  procuring  caufe  of  it,  Eph.  i.  7.  In  whom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  bloody  the  forgivenefs  offms.    The 
payment  made  by  the  Surety  is  a  difcharge  of  the  prin- 
cipal debtor  from  the  purfuit  of  the   creditor.     As 
Chrift  took  away  the  curie  from  his  people,  being 
made  a  curfe  for  them  ;  fo  he  takes  away  fin  from  his 
people,  being  made  fin  for  them. 

(2.)  The  death  of  Chrill  procured  g;race  and  holi-  , 
iiels  for  men.  We  made  a  forfeiture  of  our  original 
.  yighteoufneis  aud  fandity,  and  were  juftly  deprived 
of  it ;  and  till  once  divine  juftice  was  appeafed,  all  in- 
fluences of  grace  were  fulpeuded.  Now,  the  facrifice 
of  Chrift  opened  heaven,  and  brought  down  the  Spi- 
rit, who  is  the  principle  and  eflicient  caufe  of  fandifi- 
cation  in  men.  The  whole  world  Ly  in  wickednefs, 
kS  a  dead  ca.'jafe  in  the  grave,  entirciy  infenfible  of 
its  horror  and  corruption.  But  the  Holy  Spirit  infpi- 
red  it  with  new  life,  and  by  a  marvellous  change  hath 
caufed  purity  to  fucceed  corruption.  It  had  been  a 
great  favour  indeed  to  be  delivered  from  the  guilt  of 
lin,  that  bound  us  over  to  everlafting  wrath  and  pu- 
nifliment  J  but  it  had  not  been  a  perfeft  and  complete 
iavour,  without  our  being  delivered  from  the  venom 
"aud  filth  of  fin  which  had  infeftcd  and  corrupted  our 
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t^holc  nature.  If  our  guilt  were  only  removed,  wc, 
had  been  freed  from  punifhment;  but  without  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  divine  image  we  had  not  been  qualifi* 
cd  for  heaven,  and  fitted  for  converfe  with  God,  \t 
was  neceflDiry  that  our  fouls  fliould  be  waflied  \xiA,  our 
faculties  renewed,  to  put  us  in  a  capacity  to  fcrvo 
God,  and  enjoy  communion  with  him.  And  this  is 
only  obtained  by  Chiift's  death.  Tit.  ii.  i^. 

(3.)  The  receiving  belieyers  into  heaven  is  a  convin- 
cing proof  of  the  all  Sufficiency  of  Chrift's  facrifice. 
The  gates  of  the  new  Jerufalem  were  fait  ihut  agai»(l: 
fintul  man,  whxjn  he  fell  from  his  primitive  holineisf 
and  felicity.  God  banifhed  him  'rom  his  prefence, 
and  drove  him  out  of  paradife,  his  native  feat,  fencing 
it  with  cherubims  to  prevent  his  re-entry.  Bat  Chnlt 
hath  fet  open  thefe  everlafting  doors,  that  believers 
may  enter  freely  in,  Heb.  x.  19.  20.  This  ih'ws  thp 
validity  of  his  fatisfaftijn.  .  For  divine  jutlice  will 
nor  permit  that  glory  and  immortality,  which  are  tho 
privileges  of  innocency  and  righteoqinwis,  Ihould  be 
given  to  guilty  and  polluted  criminals ;  and  therefore 
it  was  Chrift*s  firft  and  greatelt  work  to  reJi\ove  the 
bir  that  excluded  men  from  the  fanduary  of  felicity. 
Now,  what  llronger  argument  can  there  be,  that  God 
is  infinitely  pleafed  with  what  Chrift  has  done  aud 
fiiflfered  for  his*  people,  than  the  taking  of  tliem  into 
his  prefence  to  behold  his  glory  ?  ihe  apoftle  fets 
down  this  order  in  the  work  of  our  redemption,  Heb. 
V.  9.  that  Chnjly  being  mad^  perfect  through  fufferings^ 
became  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  to,  all  them  that  o- 
bey  him*  In  fliort,  it  is  obfervabje,  that  the  fcripture 
attributes  to  the  death  of  Chrift  not  only  juftit^cation, 
whereby  we  are  redeemed  from  wrath  d,nd  jniieiy, 
that  dread/ql  punifhuient  which  wc  deferved  fo^*  lin  ; 
hut  fuch  an  abuqdant  merit  alJO  which  pi\rchafes  ad- 
option for  us,  and  all  the  glorioles  privileges  of  tiie 
fons  of  God^ 

From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  facrific?  o| 
C^rUi  ftufweiecl  all  the  end's  tor  which  i(;  w*i3  deii^ned^ 
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It  gave  full  fatisfadion  to  the  jnftice  of  Gkd,  and 
maJe  up  an  everlafting  peaqp  between  God  and  finners. 

S^efl.  What  was  it  that  rendered  Cbrift's  facrifice 
fo  acceptable  to  God,  and  fo  efficacious  for  men  ? 

Anf.  I .  The  quality  of  his  pcrfon  derived  an  infi- 
nite value  to  his  obedience  and  fufierings.  He  was  e- 
qually  God,  and  as  truly  infinite  in  bis  perfedions  as 
the  Father,  who  was  provoked  by  our  fins.  He  was 
the  eternal  Son  of  God,  equai  with  the  Father  in  all 
things.  The  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwells  bodily 
in  bun  ;  and  he  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glcH* 
ry,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.  His  perfon 
was  of  as  great  dignity  and  honour  as  the  Father's 
was,  to  whom  he  was  offered.  Though  there  be  a  dif- 
tindion  of  order  among  the  perforis  of  the  Godhead, 
yet  there  is  no  priority,  nor  diflinftion  of  dignity. 
1  his  made  his  fufierings  of  infinite  and  eternal  value. 
For  though  his  Deity  wasimpaflible,  yet  he  that  was  a 
divine  perfon  fuffered.  And  it  is  efpecially  to  be  ob- 
fervcd,  that  the  efficacy  of  his  blood  isafcribed  to  the 
divine  nature.  So  the  apoftle  declareth,  Col,  i.  14, 
In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  bloody  even  the- 
forgivenefs  of  fins.  The  efficacy  ot  the  Deity  mingled 
itfelf  with  every  groan  in  Lis  agony,  and  with  every 
pang  and  cry  upon  the  crofs.  And  as  his  blood -was 
the  blood  oj  God^  as  it  is  called,  Acts  xx.  28;  fo  Ws 
groans  yftvt  the  groans  of  God,  and  his  cries  the  cries 
of  God ;  and  therefore  of  infinite  value.  What  he 
afled  ^nd  fuffered  as  man,  was  dignified  and  rendered 
efficacious  by  his  divine  nature.  •  From  this  arifes  the 
infinite  difference  between  the  facrifices  of  the  law 
and  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  both  in  virtue  and  value^ 
J  his  is  fet  down  by  the  apoftle  with  admirable  empha- 
sis, Hcb.  ix.  13.  14.  For  if  the  blcod  of  bulls,  and  of 
j^oatSj  and  the  aflfe^  cf  an  heifer  fprinkting  the  unclean, 
Jandifietb  to  the  purifying  of  the  fief}) ;  how  much  more 
fhall  the  blood  cf  Chrijfj  who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
ifjftred  hinfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  conjcier^ce 
jf/c/w  deed  works  to  faze  the  liring  God  f  By  the  j-erlpu* 
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dl  union  with  the  Deity,  great  dignity  was  conferred 
upon  the  fufierings  of  the  human  nature.    . 

2.  The  virtue  and  efficacy  of  Chrift's  facrifice  flow- 
ed from  the  infinite  holinefs  and  purity  of  his  perfon. 
He  was  hqly^  harmlefs^  &c.  He  was  as  free  from  ble- 
mifli  as  he  was  full  of  the  Spirit.  The  fpotltflhefs  of 
his  human  nature  was  neceiTary  to  his  being  a  facrifice, 
and  the  union  of  the  divine  nature  was  neceflary  to 
his  being  a  valuable  facrifice.  He  had  no  fin  naturally 
imputed,  and  he  had  no  fin  perfonally  inherent.  He  had 
no  fin  naturally  imputed,  becaufe  he  was  not  defcended 
from  Adam  by  ordinary  generation,  who  introduced  fin 
into  the  world,  and  derived  it  down  to  all  his  progeny. 
He  was  holy  in  all  his  offices,  harmlefs  as  a  Pricft,  faith- 
ful as  a  Prophet,  holy  in  his  life  and  death  ;  no  guile 
was  found  in  his  mouth,  nor  any  inordinate  motions 
and  defires  in  his  heart.  His  facrifice  could  not  have 
availed  us,  if  he  had  been  tainted  with  the  leaft  fin. 

3.  The  graces  exercifed  in  his  fufFerings  rendered 
his  facrifice, fragrant  and  acceptable  to  God,  Phil.  ii. 
8.  He  became  obedient  unto  death.  His  obedience  ran 
with  a  chearful  and  prevalent  ftrain  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life.  He  fubmitted  to  a  body,  fitted  to 
receive  all  thofe  ftrokes  of  wrjth  that  we  iliould  have 
endured  for  ever ;  a  body  made  under  the  laW^  liib- 
jeft  to  the  obedience  and  malediclion  of  it.  He  de- 
lighted to  do  the  will  of  God  in  human  nature^  l^ial. 
xl.  6.  7.  He  came  not  to  do  his  own  will,  but  that  of 
him  who  fent  him.  Whatever  was  ordered  him  by 
his  Father,  ^that  he  fpake,  did,  and  fuff'ered.  He 
chearfully  laid  down  his  life  when  the  hour  appointed 
by  the  Father  was  conie.  It  was  not  a  fimple,  but  an 
affeclionate  obedience;  As  the  Father  gave  me  command^ 
merit ^  fays  he,  ^  I  do^  Johnxiv,  31.  His  oiFeringhim^ 
felf  a  facrifice  according,  to  the  will  of  God  tor  our 
fandification,  .was  the  moft  fignificant  part  of  his  o- 
bedience.  This  rendered  his  lacrificc  highly  acccpta^ 
ble.  Again,  bi^  adirirable  humility  is  jom^d  with  his 
obedience,  as  the  cauie  of  his  exaltation,  wljich  vraa 
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an  evidence  of  its  fragrancy,  Phil.  ii.  8.  That  the 
Lord  of  glory  fliould  (loop  fo  low,  as  to  put  himicif 
in  the  room  of  iinners,  eclipfing  the  bright  lullre 
and  fplendor  of  his  glory,  and  ihrouding  under  the 
difguife  of  our  infirm  flefh,  fubmitting  hifmlelf  to  a 
harder  piece  of  fervice,  and  to  deeper  degrees  of  hu* 
miliation,  than  ever  any  creature '  in  heaven  or  ea^  ta 
was  capable  of;  to  defcend  from  the  throne  oi  his 
inacceffible  light,  and  to  expofe  himfelif  to  the  rage 
and  fury  of  devils  and  men,  without  murmuring  or 
impatience,  to  fubrpit  himfelf  to  an  infamous  death, 
endure  the  wrath  of  an  oflfended  God  and  Father, 
whom  he  infinitely  loved,  flied  his  precious  blood,  and 
defcend  into  the  grave ;  this  was  an  inexpreilible  and 
inimitable  aft  ot  humility,  lower  than  which  he 
could  not  ftoop.  rJow,  fince  humility  renders  men 
fo  pleafing  to  God,  that  he  heaps  upon  them  the 
greatett  tellimonics  of  his  favours,  and  richly  dilpcn- 
les  to  them  the  doles  of  his  grace,  it  mult  needs  ren- 
der the  Son  moft  acceptable  to  the  Father  in  thefe  his 
fuflFcrings,  and  draw  from  him  the  greateft  tellimo- 
nies  and  diftributions  of  his. favours,  becaufe  it  was 
the  greateft  act  of  humility  as  well  as  ot  obedience 
that  could  poffibly  be  performed.  Further,  the  hrgb 
exercife  of  his  faith  rendered' his  faciilke  moft  accept- 
able to  God.  He  had  not  one  fpark  of  infidelity, 
nor  any  the  leaft  grain  of  diftruft  in  the  goodnels  of 
God,  in  the  midlt  of  his  deepeft  forrows.  He  iuffcr- 
ed  the  torments  of  hell  for  a  time,  without  that  kill- 
ing defpair  that  preys  upon  the  inhabitants  of  thatdif- 
nial  pLice.  He  had  a  working  ot  faith  under  the  fenfe 
of  his  Father's  greateft  dilpleaiare,  and  confidence  m 
bis  love,  while  he  felt  the  outward  and  mward  iorce 
of  his  frowns.  He  had  a  faith  of  the  acceptable- 
nefs  of  his  death  for  all  his  people,  and  gave  clear 
evidence  of  his  confidence  in  the  promile,  tor  a  hap- 
py and  glorious  lucceis,  in  his  acting  like  a  King  whilq 
he  was  hanging  as  a  malefactor  upon  the  crols,  dif- 
^lib^ting  his  largeires  to  tl^e  poor  thief,  a^ariMg  him 
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that  on  that  very  day  he  fliould  be  with  him  in  para- 
dife.  Both  his  obedience  to  God  in  not  turning  hi.s 
back,  and  his  truft  in  God  for  his  help  and  affiftance, 
are  joined  together  as  the  ground  of  his  juftification. 
If.  1.  5.  7.  8.  The  light  of  his  faith  was  to  bedifcover- 
cd  in  oppofition  to  Adatm*s  unbelief,  and  his  great  hu- 
mility in  oppofition  to  Adam's  pride.  By  his  aftivc 
and  paffive  obedience  he  glorified  the  holinefs  and  ju- 
ftice  of  God ;  by  his  humility,  the  power  and  fove- 
reignty  of  God  ;  and  by  his  truft  and  confidence,  the 
divine  faithfulnefs  and  veracity.  All  which  muft  needs 
render  hisiacrifice  a  fweet-fm^Uing  favour  to  God, 
and  efficacious  for  men. 

4.  The  completenefs  of  Chrift's  fatisfaftion  is  ground- 
ed on  the  degrees  of  his  fufFerings.  There  was  no 
dcftd  in  that  payment  which  he  made.  We  owed  a 
debt  of  blood  to  the  law  of  God,  and  his  life  was 
oflfered  up  as  a  facrifice,  otherwife  the  law  had  re- 
mained in  its  full  force  and  vigour,  and  juftice  had 
continued  unfatisfied.  That  a  divine  perfon  hath  fuf- 
fered  the  puniihment  that  we  deferved,  is  properly 
the  reafon  of  •our  redemption  ;  as  it  is  not  the  quali- 
ty of  the  furety  that  releafes  the  debtor  out  of  prifon, 
but  the  payment  which  he  makes  in  his  name.  The 
blood  of  Chrift  ftied,  and  offered  up  to  God,  ratifies 
the  new  teftament.  In  fhort,  our  Saviour  in  his 
death  fuffered  the  makdiclion  of  the  law,  even  all 
thofe  degrees  of  divine  wrath  and  vengeance  which 
thceleft  fliould  have  fuffered  for  ever  in  hell ;  and  his 
divine  nature  gav«  a  full* value,  and  put  a  high  price 
upon  the  fufferings  of  his  human  nature;  fo  that  the 
fatisfaclion  proceeding  from  them  had  an  intrinfic 
worth  and  value ;  and  God,  who  was  infinitely  pro- 
voked, is  thereby  infinitely  pleafed. 

5.  The  facrifice  of  Chrii't  was  fragrant  and  eflStca- 
cious,  becaufe  of  the  great  glory  and  honour  which 
he  thereby  brought  unto  God.  The  glory  of  his  Fa- 
ther was  Wiiat  he  hat!  in  view,  as  his-  main  fcopeand 
aim^  in  all  his  actions  and  fufiferings,  and  that  which  h^ 
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alfo  aftually  perfected.    The  glory  of  all  the  divine  at-* 
tributes  appeared  in  him  in  its  higheft  luftre,  2  Cor^ 
iv,  6.  They  all  centered  in  him,  and  ihone  forth  in 
their  greateft  fplendor,  not  only  in  his  incarnation, 
but  alfo  and  chiefly  in  his  facrifice.     The  mercy  and 
juftice  of  God  appear  in  coipbination  here,  and  fet 
oiF  one  another^s  luftre.     Mercy  could  not  be  glori- 
fied, unlefs  juftice  had  been  fatisfied  ;  and  juftice  had 
not  been  evidently  difcovered,  if  the  tokens  of  di- 
vine wrath  had  not  been  feen  upon  Chrift.     Grace 
had  never  failed  to  us,  but  in  the  ftreams  of  the  Me- 
diator's blood.     Without  thejhedding  of  bloody  'fays  the 
apoftle,  there  is  no  rtmijfton.     Divine  juftice  had  not 
been  fo  fully  knowji  in  the  eternal  groans  and  fhrieks 
of  a  viTorld  of  guilty  creatures,  npr  could  fin  have  ap-^ 
peared  fo  odious  to  the  holinefs  of  God  by  eternal 
fears  upon  devils  and  men,  as  by  a  deluge  of  blood 
from  the  heart  of  this  facrifice.     Without  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chrift  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfeftions  had 
lain  in  the  cabinet  of  the  divine  nature  without  the 
difcovery  of  their   full   beams.      And  though  they 
were  active  in  the  defigning  of  it,  yet.they  had  not 
been  declared  to  men  or  angels  without  the  bringing' 
of  Chrift  to  the  altar.     By  the  ftroke  upon  his  loul 
all  the  glories  of  God  flafhed  out  to  the  view  of  the 
creature.     All  the  divine  perfections  were  glorified  ia 
the  fufFerings  of  Chrift  ;  his  mercy,  juftice,  power,  and 
wifdom.     Here  the  unfearchable  depths  of  manifold 
wifdom    were  unfolded.      Such  a  wifdom   of  God 
fliined  in  the  crofe,  as  the  angels  never  beheld  in  his 
face  upon  his  throne  ;  wifdom  to  cure  a  defperatc  dif- 
eafe  by  the  death  of  the  phyfician ;  to  turn  the  great- 
eft  evil  to  the  greateft  good  ;  to  bring  forth  mercy  by 
the  execution  of  juftice,  and  the  flieddinor  of  blood : 
how  furprifing  and,  aftonifhing  is  this!  The  ultimate 
end  and  defiorn  of  Chjift's  facrifice  was  the  honour 
of  God  in  our  redemption.     Chiift  fought  not  his 
own  glory,  but  the  gloiy  of  him  that  fent  him,  John 
viii.  50.  He  fought  the  glorj^  of  his  Father  in  the  fal-; 
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.¥4Hon  .df  men;  "^k^^^^  that  muft  needs  be  fragrant 
nod  acceptable  to  God,  which  accomplittied  the 
triqdnpii  oif  all  his  Attributes. 

kgejh  'But  did  hot  thbfe  facrifices  which  were  iH 
iife  under  thetiw^  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  take 
kiway  the. fins  of  the  peojple  \ 

To  this  I  anfwer  in  the  negative.  Thefe  facrificeil 
were  but  {hadows  by  their  inftitution,  and  were  td 
have  their  iccomplifhihent  in  tovat  other,  and  there- 
fore could  make  nothing  perfeft;  See  what  the  apoftle 
Paul  iaith^  who  was  once  very  zealous  for  them,  Heb; 
k*  I.  4*  1 1.  For  the  lav)  bMtng  a  Jbadaw  of  good  things 
io  ame^  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things ^  can  never^ 
ivith  tbo/e  facrificei  which  they  ^ered  year  by  year  con* 
tinually^  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfeil.  For  it  is  not 
ff^ble  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goatt  Jhould  take 
flway  fins.  And  iroerjf  priejl  ftandeth  daify  niiniftering^ 
and  offefing  rfterUimes  the  fame  facrijic&i^  ^bich  can  never 
take  away  finsi    More  particularly, 

I A  It  was  ag;ainft  commoil  t*ea(bh  that  tide  fid  of  a 
ibul  fliould  be  ekpiat^  by  the  blood  of  a  bbaft  ;  thai 
the  fufierings  of.  a  nature  fo  far  ulferidr  could  be  st 
fiiffideot  cooipenfation  for  the  crime  of  a  nature  fo 
imuch  fiiperior  to  it.  The  prophet  fpake  the  true 
ireafon  of  mankind,  when  he  aflerted,  thai  the  Lord 
^ould  not  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  witb 
tea  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil ;  that  he  would  not  accept 
of  the  firfb-bdrn  of  the  body  as  a  iatisfadtion  for  the 
•fin  of  the  foul,  Micah  vi.  5;  A  rational  facHfice  was 
only  fit  to  atone  for  the  fin  of  a  rational  being;  There 
was  no  agreement  between  the  nature  Of  a  tmfi  ixid 
that  of  a  bullocki  The  nsltttre  that  finned  was  alfo  to 
fuffer,  and  fo  to  bear  the  puniihment  due  by  the  law; 
^he  foul  that  ftnntth^  itfhalldie^  faith  the  Lord,  Ezek; 
^viii.  4.  If  God  had  been  content  with  the  blood  oF 
beads  for  the  iins  of  itieii^  then  ther^  had  been  uci 
fufiicient  difcovcry  df  the  ftvetity  of  his  juftice,  the 
purity  of  his  holinefs,  nor  th^  grandeur  of  his  grace^: 
It  iRras  inc^nfi&ent  with  the  honour  and  mnjefty  of 
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God,  who  had  denounced  a  terrible  curfc  upon  all  the 
tranfgreffors  of  the  law,  and  publifhed  it  with  fo  much 
dread  and  awful  folemnity,  as  thunders  and  light- 
nings, fire  and  fmoke,  and  terrible  earthquakes,  to 
make  fo  light  of  it  as  to  accept  of  the  blood  of  a  few 
mangled  beafts,  in  the  room  of  the  offender.  Would 
God  appear  upon  mount  Sinai  with  ten  tboufands  of 
his  angels  to  publifh  a  fiery  law,  and  let  all  the  threat- 
^nings  of  it  vanifh  into  fmoke  ?  Can  any  in  reafoii 
think  that  all  thofe  fearful  curfes  fhould  be  poured  out 
\ipon  a  few  irrational  and  innocent  creatures,  who  had 
never .  broken  that  law  ?  Can  it  ever  enter  into  the 
heart  of  man  to  think,  that,  after  fo  folemn  and  ter* 
rible  a  proclamation,  he  would  acquiefce  in  fo  flight 
isi  compenfation  as  the  death  of  a  poor  beaft  ?  None 
can  pofiibly  entertain  fo  mean  and  defpicable  thoughts 
of'  the  infinite  majefty,  juftice,  and  holinefs  of  God, 
X)r  of  the  vile  and  deteftable  nature  of  fin,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  its  provocation,  as  to  imagine  that  the 
one  could  be  contented,  or  the  other  expiated,  by 
the  blood  of  a  lamb  or  a  bullock.  Our  own  confci- 
enccs  will  tell  us,  that  if  God  will  have  a  facrifice,  it 
muft  be  proportioned  to  the  majefty  o^  him  whom 
we  have  offended,  and  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  crime 
which  we  have  committed.  If  all  the  cattle  upon  a 
thoufand  hills  were  facrificed,  and  all  the  cedirsin  Le- 
banon were  cut  down  for  wood  to  burn  the  offering, 
it  could  not  be  a  fweet-fmelling  favour  to  God.  There 
is  an  infinite  difproportion  between  this  kind  of  facri- 
fice and  the  glorious  Majefty  of  heaven. 

2.  The  repetition  of  thefe  lacrifices  fliews  their  in- 
fufliciency  for  the  expiation  of  fin.  For  where  the 
confcience  is  once  purged,  and  the  remiflion  of  fin  ob- 
tained, there  is  no  more  offering  for  fin,  as  the  apoftle 
teils  us,  Heb.  x,  i8*  But  the  repeating  of  the  facrifice 
plainly  intimates,  that  the  perfon  for  whofe  fake  it  is 
repeated  is  in  the  fame  condition  now,  that  he  was  in 
at  the  time  of  the  former  oblation.  The  apoftle  tells 
us,  that  if  the  law  could  have  made  men  perfect:^  then 
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t&e/e  facrifices  would  have  ceafed  to  be  offered^  becaufi^ 
th^t.  the  worihippers  once  purged  ihould  have  b.id  no 
more  coofcience  of  fins ;  but  in  thofe  facrifices  there 
was  a  remembrance  again  made  of  fins  every  year^ 
Heb.  X.  2*  3.  Had  the  wrath  of  God  been  appeaki 
by  them,  why  ihould  the  fire  burn  perpetually  upon 
the  altar  ?  why  Ihould  it  be  fo  fed  continually  with  the 
carcafes  of  flain  beafts  ?  As  often  as  they  were  offered^ 
there  was  a  confcience  of  fin  excited  in  the  prefenter 
of  them,  and  iniquity  was  called  to  remembrance*  1  he 
whole  fcene  of  the  legal  adminiftration  loudly  proi- 
claimed,  that  the  wrath  of  God  againft  fin  was  not  apr 
peafed,.and  that  the  guilt  qf  tlie  ibul  was  not  wiped 
off.  If  a  maQ  had  prcfented  a  facrifice  for  his  fin  one 
day,  and  fallen  into  the  fame  or  fome  other  fin  before 
night,  he  muft  have  repeated  his  facrifice  for  a  new 
expiation.  .  Had  there  been  any  efficacy  in  them  to 
purge  away  fin,  then  they  had  chafed ;  ^nd  there 
would  have  been  no  repetition  of  th^m. 

3.  The  great  variety  of  tiiefe  facrifices  (hews  their 
infufficiency  to  take  away  fin.  There  were  many  gifts 
and  facrifices,  bulls  and  goats,  calyes  and  laipbs,  which 
ihews  that  no  one  thing  was  fit  to  typify  and  r^preieut 
the  full  expiation  wrought  by  Chrilt  \  whereas  he  ot- 
fered  but  one  facrifice,  and  by  that  perfected  for  ever 
them  that  are  (an(5lified*  As  the  appUcfitioix  of  maiiy 
medicines  fhews  their  infulficiency  to  cure  a  difeale, 
fo  the  many  facrifices  and  purifications  under  the  law^ 
plainly  evidence  that  a  full  and  eflic^ciQUS  propitiation 
for  fin  was  to.  b^  fougb(  elfewhere.  Jf  the  great  an- 
nual facrifice,  which  was  the  mofl  folemo  oue  in  th^t 
whole  iofiitutton,  could  pot  effect  it,  much  lefs  could 
facrifices.pf  2^  lower  dignityt  It  is  from  the  repetition 
pf  this  great  facrifice  that  the  s^pplUe  argues  the  iufut- 
^ienpy  qf  them  all,  Heb.  x^ 

4,  God  never  intended  ths^t  thefe  faaufices  (hould 
expiate  fin  by  any  vinue  of  theii'  own.  The  great 
aiKl  glorious  Majeity  of  heaven,  who  was  offended  an4 
provoked  by  fin,  is  truly  infinite  j  and  to  uu§.fv  hiu^ 

Vi  % 
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the  facrifices  muft  be  mfi&ite  tea  But  none  of  tfiofil 
facrifkes  under  the  law  were  lo.  Wliy  ti^en  Wei^0 
they  appointed  ?  Not  v^th  any  intentioq  t6  porge  a4 
way  tha  fio  of  the  foul,  but  tbt  ceremonial  unclean-' 
nefs  of  th<e  flefh,  as  ^eb.  ix.  1 3.  14.  wfiere  you  fee  tl^d 
blood  of  bulls  an^  of  goats  faiidifies  tq'  the  purifying 
of  the  fldh.  The  apoftl^  compares  thefe  and  the  £i4 
crifice  of  Cl^rift  together,  and  mews  that  the  one  pu^ 
rified  only  the  flefh,  and  the  other  the  confcience^  It 
was  npt  a  moral  guilt  which  th^y  wer^  intended  to 
remove,  but  only  a  cerempnial  one  \  as  when  one  was 
flefiled  by  touching  a  dead  carcafe,  or  a  leprous,  perfoii) 
which  W2(s  reckoned  a  defilement  of  th^i  body,  not  of 
the  foul.  God  hath  often  difcovered  (heir  weaknefs 
and  infufficiency,  and  that  t^iey  cpuld  not  give  him  a 
recompenife  for  the  injury  done  him  by  fiq.  So  If,. 
Ixvi.  I .  ^hus  faith  the  Lord^  The  betwen  u  mjf  fhroM^ 
and  the  tart h  is  my  footjlool :  where  is  the  houfs  that  y if 
build  unto  me  ?  and  wh(re  is  the  place  of  my  refl  f  By 
the  bbufe  or  temple  here  is  meant  all  the  Jewifh  ceco'-. 
nomy,  the  whple  Iqmp  pf  legal  fecrifices,  1  hough  aH 
thefe  were  appointed  by  God,  and  had  been  uied  by 
,  his  people  for  a  long  time,  yet  he  had  no  refl  in  them  : 
they  could  neither  falisfy  his  juflice  nor  vindicate  the 
honour  of  his  law,  npr  could  they  ever  tak^  away 
iin,  Heb,  x.  ii.  And  therefore  God  rejected  theniji 
and  they  were  abplifbed  and  difannulkd,  for  the  i^'eafc- 
iiefs  and  unprofitablenefs  of  tb^m,  Heh  vii.  i9^  Tho^ 
they  had  been  pradifed  by  the  Jews  for  fo  many  ages^^ 
yet  not  one  fin  had  been  expiated  by  thepi  i^  aU  that 
long  traft  of  time. 

5.  The  infufficiency  pf  thefe  facri^ces  for  (he  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  divine  jjuftice,  and  the  expiation  of  fin,  ap- 
pears from  the  eh(i  and  defign  of  their  infiitutipuv 
which  was  tp  prefigure  and  reprefcnt  a  more  excellent 
facrificci  that  Was  able  tp  dp  it  cffV^ually,  even  the 
great  facrifice  of  Chrifl.  1  hey  were  but  fhadowt 
of^  good  things  to  come,  as  the  apolile  terms  them. 
and  did  typically  reprelent  a  crucified  dying  Chrifl  ^ 
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Ae  fiibftftnte :  and  ivhatever  virttie  they  had,  it  was 
not  in  or  from  tbemfclvcis^  but  from  their  typical  re« 
Isitioii  to  him  whom  they  prefigured.  They  all  potAte4 
lyQMTtb  the  fecrifice  of  Chrift,  by  wbofe  precious  blood, 
ilhed  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  the  fios  of  the  deft  were 
AlUy  expiated.  God  had  no  pleafure  in  thefe  facri&ces, 
but  only  fo  far  as  they  reprefented  the  facrifice  of  Chrift, 
t^hich  effeAually  takes  away  fin^  Heb.  x.  6.  7.  8. 

From  what  hath  been  {aid  on  this  head,  you  fee 
that  thofe  facrifices  which  were  in  ufe  under  the  liWy 
£ould  not  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  take  away 
the  fins  of  men. 

Ohjill^  If  Chrift  fuffered  for  the  fins  of  his  people,, 
fhen'he  that  Was  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fepa*. 
rate  from  finners,  mud  be  accounted  a  guilty  perfon^^ 
yea  t^ven  the  moft  guilty  of  all  others,  as  having  char- 
ged upon  him  all  the  fins  of  an  elect  world. 

Anf.  Therci  is  a  twofold  guilt  to  be  confidered  ; 
tiamelv,  a  culpable  and  a  penal  guilt.  He  that  com-« 
mits  tne  offence  is  under  culpable  guilt ;  and  he  who 
is  obliged  to  fuffer  for  the. offence  is  under  penal  guiltj^ 
though  he  did  not  actually  commit  it.  Now,  Chrili;  as 
our  facrifice  was  under  this  penal  guilt ;  the  oflences 
committed. by  us  were  charged  upon  him;  and  by  bis 
Voluntary  undertaking  to  be  a  facrifice  for  us,  he 
came  under  an  obligation  to  fuffer  for  us,  as  if  he 
Jiad  really  finned,  though  we  only  were  the  tranfgref- 
Ibrs.  This  is  plain  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  legal  facrifices, 
i^hich  were  ihadows  of  Chrifl.  It  appears  from  them, 
that  thefe  two  forts  of  guilt  may  be  leparated,  fb  that 
he  who  is  not  culpably  guilty  may  be  penally  guilty, 
und  may  juftly  fuffer  though  he  did  not  perfonally  fin  ; 
iox  the  fins  of  the  people  being  laid  upon  thefe  facri* 
Sees,  they  were  under  penal  guilt,  and  did  juftly  fuf- 
fer as  if  they  had  finned  ;  and  yet  they  weie  not  cul- 
pably guilty ;  for  they  neither  had  finned,  nor  were 
ihey  capable  of  finning. 

J^/^.  Seeing  Chrili  o^%xt^  up  his  facrifice  to  fatisfy 
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divine  juftice^  and  he  himfelf  is  Qod,  hoW  c6uld  be 
die  and  make  fati^faclion  to  himfelf? 

An/.  I.  God  cannot  be  faid  properly  to  fatisfy  himfelf  f 
for  that  would  be  the  fame  thiBg  as  to  pardon  fin  fim* 
ply,  without  any  fatisfadlion. 

2 .  There  is  a  twofold  confideration  of  Chrift,  one 
in  refpecl  of  his  divine  nature  or  effcnce,  in  which 
fenfe  he  is  both  the  obje<fl  againft  which  the  ofiTence  i& 
committed,  and  to  whom  for  it  the  fatisfaclion  is  made : 
and  there  is  another  confideration  of  Chrift  in  refpect 
of  his  perfon,  and  oeconomy  or  ofliice ;  in  which  fenfc 
he  properly  falisfied  God,  feeing  he  was  in  refpecl  of 
his  manhood  another  and  inferior  to  God,  So  he  fays, 
John  xiv.  28.  Jtfy  Father  is  greater  than  L  The  blood 
of  the  n^^n  Chrift  Jcfus  is  the  matter  of  the  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  the  divine  nature  dignifies  it^  and  makes  it  of 
infinite  value, 

3.  It  is  not  inconfiftent  with  reafon,  that  the  Son  of 
God  clothed  in  our  nature  fhould  by  his  death  make 
fadsfaftion  to  the  Deity,  and  confequently  to  himfelf. 
For  in  the  according  of  two  different  parties,  a  perfon 
that  belongs  to  one  of  them  may  interpofe  for  recon- 
ciliation, provided  that  he  divefts  his  own  intereft, 
and  leaves  ic  with  the  pat  ty  from  which  he  comes^ 
As  for  inftance,  Let  us  fuppofe  two  perfons,  a  father 
and  a  fon,  both  poffeffed  of  the  fupreme  power,  and  of- 
fended by  rebellious  fubjeds.  It  is  not  incpnfiftent, 
jthat  the  Ion  interpofe  as  a  mediator  to  refiore  them  to 
the  favour  of  the  prince  his  father.  And  by  this  he 
nifo  reconciles  them  to  himfelf,  and  procures  pardon 
for  that  offence,  by  which  his  own  maj^fty  was  lefed, 
J^ow,  this  is  a  fit  iliufl  ration  of  the  great  work  of  our 
redemption,  fo  far  as  human  things  can  reprefent  di- 
vinr.  For  all  the  perfons  of  the  holy  Tnnity  were 
equally  provoked  by  our  fin  ;  and  to  obtain  our  par- 
don, the  Son,  with  coqfent  of  the  Father,  depofits  his 
intereils  in  his  hands,  and  as.  k  Mediator  intervene^ 
between  us  and  his  Father,  who  in  this  tranfaclion  is 
cpnli^ercd  as  the  guardian  qf  the  rights  of  l^eavenj  and 
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» 

Haviog  performed  what  divine  juftice  required,  he  re- 
conciled the  world  to  God,  i.  e.  to  the  Father,  himfelf, 
and  the  eternal  Spirit.  In  this  cafe  his  perfon  is  the 
"Einfie,  bat  his  quality  is  different.  He  made  fatisfac- 
tion  as  a  Mediator,  and  received  it  as  God,  which  is 
no  way  in confiften  t. 

^eji.  Seeing  Chrift  really  fuffered  for  the  fins  of 
lus  people,  whether  did  he  fuffer  the  fame  punifhment 
that  they  deferved,  and  which  the  law  threatened,  or 
only  fomething  equivalent  to  it  ?  It  would  feem  that 
Chrift  did  not  fuSer  the  fame  thing  that  the  law  threat- 
ened, and  which  we  juftly  deferved  for  fin  ;  for  then 
he  mtift  have  fuffered  eternal  death.  It  was  not  only 
the  firft,  but  the  fecond  death  that  the  law  threatened. 
Therefore  Chrift's  temporal  death  did  not  latisfy  the 
law  and  juftice  of  God  for  us. 

There  are  very  learned  and  pious  writers  on  both 
fides  of  this  queftion.  Yet  I  humbly  think,  that,  with* 
out  any  inconvenience,  both  may  be  affirmed  in  dif- 
ferent refpeds.  To  clear  this,  you  would  know,  that 
the  puniihment  which  Chrift  endured  in  our  ftead, 
may  be  confidered  either  as  to  its  fubftance  or  effence, 
or  with  refpeft  to  the  accidental  circumftances  which 
attend  it,  when  inflicted  on  the  damned.  Now,  if 
we  confidet  it  as  to  fubftance  or  effence,  it  was  the 
very  (ame  which  the  finner  ihould  have  undergone. 
Man  by  his  fall  was  liable  to  death,  and  to  the  curie 
and  wrath  of  God,  and  Chrift  hath  borne  this  in  the 
clcd*s  room.  But  if  we  confider  it  with  refpecl  to 
the  accidental  circumftances  which  attend  it  when  it  is 
infiicied  on  the  damned,  then  it  was  not  the  very 
fame,  but  a  puniftiment  equivalent  to  it.  The  acci- 
dental circumftances  ot  this  puniftiment  as  inflicled  on 
the  damned,  are,  blafphemy,  rage,  and  an  impotent 
fiercenefs  of  mind,  which  are  not  appointed  by  the 
law,  but  are  only  accidentals,  ariiing  from  the  wick- 
ednefs  and  perverfcnefs  of  their  fpirits.  Now,  our 
blcffed  Saviour  was  not,  nor  poffibly  could  be,  liable 
io  thefe.   The  great  holinefe  and  ianclity  ui  his  peifoa 
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jun  agaiofi  all  thefe.     Befides,  flt£ 
:»  jufided  upon  the  damned  is  eter* 

irtca  ttoal  defpair,  atid  the  intole- 

V «.  ^tr  ftxagtng  CDDfcience-     1  his  is 

wns  due  gnaws  upon  their  vitals* 

:{isxeaKr  having  no  real  guilt,  was 

«Qoa  oif  confcience ;  and  his  tempo- 

c«iutrilent  to  the  eternal  punifli- 

^  ud  fully  fatisfiaiclory  to  divine 

or  the  infinite  dignity  aod  ^rcel-> 

<.»,»*.- ;  *^  ^^  ^®  ^*^  ^^^  capable  of  de- 


«•        4v^ 


cIy  appears,  that  Chrift  offered  him* 

Tj^^-  ^  ttcisfy  the  iuftice  of  God  offended  by 

^     ^li^  «t  -'**'»*^  ^^^  confirm  your  faith  in  this  im- 

^^^^^  ^cvk\  Oi»^  ^f  ^^  fundamental  dodtrines  of 

^    ^^^  !vi^^tt«  let  me  again  call  yout'  attention  to 

X  vtii'T*^*^  foiticulars^  which  I  fliaU  but  barely 


the  ncceffity  of  this  fatisfadion.  With- 
^^i^^  v>f  blood  there  is  no  remiffion*  The 
^^y,..v  vi^v^  ih;  nature  of  fin,  and  the  fancblon  of 
.^  ^j^  ^wdiiily  required  it.  And  the  event  ma* 
*j^  j;;^  Kxr  it  is  not  conceivable,  how,  if  fin  could 
k*<  Ivv*  tJiken  away  with  a  bare  word,  the  Lord 
l^^<  tcCched  a  compafs  by  the  blood  of  his  own 


.  \\^^'^''  '^^  truth  of  it.     Chrift  did  really  and 

^^^v^  J^x  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  fatisfy  the  juftice  of 

^r^y  V*  us.    For  he  bare  the  purtifhment  due  ta  001*" 

^  ;^  Mi*  ,?•     He  died  for  us,  in  our  room  and  ftead^ 

^1^  \*  ^^«  7*  5^0 J  "^t  for  our  good  only,  which  may 

,^.^Uu  aU  the  martyrs.     Compare  i  Cor.  i.  13.    He 

y^^t  UM  with  his  bloody  and  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom 

^  ^H^r  huiN,  and  fo  has  taken  away  our  fiiis  in  the 

^^  l««*ivof.     His  futFcrings  were  the  fufferings  of  a 

^^^v'  prrl()n  ;  and  fo,  though  not  infinite  in  dura- 

vi«^\  y it  iuiinita  in  valuer     lie  was  Lord  of  his  own 
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^.  Cdnfider  the  perfectioa  of  it.  He  iatisfied  com- 
pletely for  the  fins  of  bis  people.  His  fatisfaftion  fully 
anfwered  the  demands  of  the  juftice  and  law  of  God; 
This  is  plain  from  the  excellency  of  the  peffon  fuffer- 
iag,  CoL  i.  19. ;  this  the  apoftle  teftifies,  Heb.  x.  14. 
foreciced  }  and  from  the  difcharge  he  got  in  his  refur- 
tecbon,  and  exaltation  to  the  Father's  right  hand. 
Whatever  is  left  to  his  people  to  fuffer,  it  is  not  to  fa« 
tisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  but  for  their  correction,  that 
they  may  be  made  partakers  of  his  holinefs. 

Having  thus  Ihewed  that  one  end  for  which  Chrift 
offered  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God,  was  to  fatisfy  his 
juftice,  1  proceed. 

Secondly,  To  Oxtv^  that  anothet*  end,  as  a  native! 
confequence  of  the  other,  was  to  reconcile  elefl  fin- 
Hers  unto  God.     Here  I  fhall, 

1.  Explain  the  nature  of  recdnciliatton; 

2i  Prove  that  reconciliation  with  God  is  the:  blefled 
fruit  and  effect  of  Chrift 's  death. 

3.  Shew  what  influence  the  death  of  Chrift  has  on 
this. 

FirJIj  As  to  the  hature  of  reconciliation^  feveral 
things  are  implied  in  it.     As, 

u  A  former  friendlhip  and  favour.  God  and  man 
were  once  in  good  terms.  There  was  a  time  where- 
io  they  met  and  lovingly  converfed  together.  When 
Adam  df  opt  from  the  fingers  of  his  Creator,  he  was 
the  friend  and  favourite  of  heaven ;  H)s  had  the  law  of 
God  written  on  his  heart,  and  a  ftrong  bent  and  in- 
clination in  his  will  ,to  obey  it.  In  that  ftate  there  wad 
no  place  for  reconciliation :  for  then  there  was  na 
breach  between  God  and  his  creature. 

2.  It  implies  an  enmity  between  God  and  man;  Man 
fell  from  his  primitive  ftate  of  favour  and  friendfliip 
with  beaveoj  and  joined  ifiue  with  the  devil,  God's 
grcateft  enemy.  Whereupon  the  Lord  took  the  for- 
feiture of  his  poffeffion,  turned  him  out  of  paradlfe^ 
and  hindered  his  re-cntrance  by  a  flaming  fword» 
There  is  now  a  dreadful  war  betwixt  earth  and  hear 

Vol.  if.  E 
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alfo  aftually  perfected.  The  glory  of  all  the  divine  aN 
tributes  appeared  in  him  in  its  higheft  iuftre,  2  Cor* 
iv.  6.  They  all  centered  in  him,  and  fhone  forth  in 
their  greateft  fplendor,  not  only  in  his  incarnation, 
but  alfo  and  chiefly  in  his  facrifice.  1  he  mercy  and 
juftice  of  God  appear  in  combination  here,  and  fet 
oiF  one  another^s  luftre.  Mercy  could  not  be  gloria 
-fied,  unlefs  juftice  had  been  fatisfied  ;  and  juftice  had 
not  been  evidently  difcovered,  if  the  tokens  of  di- 
vine wrath  had  not  been  feen  upon  Chrift.  Grace 
had  never  failed  to  us,  but  in  the  ftreams  of  the  Me- 
diator's blood.  Without  the  Jhedding  of  bloody  fays  the 
apoftle,  there  is  no  rtmijfton.  Divine  juftice  had  not 
been  fo  fully  knowji  in  the  eternal  groans  and  fhrieks 
of  a  viTorld  of  guilty  creatures,  npr  could  fin  have  ap-, 
peared  fo  odious  to  the  holinefs  of  God  by  eternal 
fears  upon  devils  and  men,  as  by  a  deluge  of  blood 
from  the  heart  of  this  facrifice.  Without  the  fuffer- 
'  ings  of  Chrift  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfeftions  had 
lain  in  the  cabinet  of  the  divine  nature  without  the 
difcovery  of  their  full  beams.  And  though  they 
were  active  in  the  defigning  of  it,  yet.thcy  had  not 
been  declared  to  men  or  angels  without  the  bringing' 
of  Chrift  to  the  altar.  By  the  ftroke  upon  his  loul 
all  the  glories  of  God  flafhed  out  to  the  view  of  the 
creature.  All  the  divine  perfections  were  glorified  in 
the  fufferings  of  Chrift  ;  his  mercy,  juftice,  power,  and 
wifdom.  Here  the  unfearchable  depths  of  manifold 
wifdom  were  unfolded.  Such  a  wifdom  of  God 
fliined  in  the  crofs,  as  the  angels  never  beheld  in  his 
face  upon  his  throne ;  wifdom  to  cure  a  defperatc  dif- 
eafe  by  the  death  of  the  phyfician ;  to  turn  the  great- 
tft  evil  to  the  greateft  good  ;  to  bring  forth  mercy  by 
the  execution  of  juftice,  and  the  fliedding  of  blood : 
how  furprifing  and,  aftonifhing  is  this!  The  ultimate 
end  and  defi^n  of  Chjift's  facrifice  was  the  honour 
of  God  in  our  redemption.  Chiift  fought  not  his 
own  giory,  but  the  glory  of  him  that  fent  him,  John 
\ii:.  50.  He  fought  the  glorj^  of  his  Father  in  the  f4-; 
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df  men;  NbWj  that  muft  needs  be  fragrant 
ind  acceptable  to  God,  wbith  accomplUhed  the 
triqibp^  of  all  his  Attributes. 

k&fl\  But  did  not  thbie  facrifices  which  were  iH 
bfe  under  the  \ksi\  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  take 
iiway  the. fins  of  the  peojple  \  ,:.     .    . 

To  this  lanfwer  in  the  negative.  Thefe  facrificeil 
ircre  but  ihadows  by  their  inftitution,  and  were  td 
liave  their  accomplifhment  in  fome  other,  and  there- 
fore could,  make  nothing  perfeft;  See  what  the  apoftle 
Paul  fiiith^  who  was  once  very  zealous  fdr  them,  Heb; 
%.  I.  44  11.  For  the  law  bMtng  a  Jbadaw  of  good  things 
to  come^  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things^  can  never^ 
ivith  tbofe  facrificti  ivbich  they  ^ered  year  by  year  con- 
tinually^ make  the  comers  thereunto  perfeil*  For  it  is  not 
foible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goatt  Jhould  take 
flway  fins.  And  froerjf  priejl  flandeth  daify  niiniftering^ 
and  offering  oftentimes  the  fame  facrificti^  iiohich  tan  never 
take  away  fins^    More  particularly, 

Ia  It  was  againft  commoil  reafoh  that  ine  fid  of  a 
£>ul  fliould  be  ekpiat^  by  the  blood  of  a  beaft  ;  thai 
the  fuffierings  of  a  nature  fo  far  iiiferidr  could  be  st 
fiiffideot  compenfation  for  the  crime  of  a  nature  fo 
much  Aipenor  to  it.  The  prophet  fpake  the  true 
teaibu  of  maQkiiid,  when  he  aUerted,  thai  the  Lord 
would  not  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  witb 
ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil ;  that  he  would  not  accept 
of  the  fir£k-bdrn  of  the  body  as  a  fatisfa^Hon  for  the 
(in  of  the  ibtil,  Micah  vi.  L  A  rational  facHHce  was 
only  fit  to  atone  for  the  fin  of  a  rational  being;  There 
Was  no  agreement  between  the  nature  Of  a  ma/i  iaind 
that  of  a  buliocki  The  nsltiire  that  finned  was  alfo  to 
fuffer,  and  fo  to  bear  the  puniihment  due  by  the  law; 
The  foul  that  ftnntth^  itfhalldie^  faith  the  Lord,  Ezek; 
i^viii.  4.  If  God  had  been  content  with  the  blood  oF 
beafis  for  the  fins  of  itien^  then  therd  had  been  nd 
fafficient  difcovery  df  the  ftvetity  of  his  juftice,  the 
purity  of  his  holinefs,  dor  tb^  grandeur  ot  his  grace*. 
It  iRras  inc^nfifient  with  the  honour  and  mnjefty  of 
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God,  who  had  denounced  a  terrible  curfe  upon  all  the 
tranfgrefTors  of  the  law,  and  publifhed  it  with  fo  much 
dread  and  awful  foleinnity,  as  thunders  and  light- 
nings, fire  and  fmoke,  and  terrible  earthquakes,  to 
make  fo  light  of  it  as  to  accept  of  the  blood  of  a  few 
mangled  beads,  in  the  room  of  the  offender.  Would 
God  appear  upon  mount  Sinai  with  ten  thoufands  of 
his  angels  to  publiQi  a  fiery  law,  and  let  all  the  threat* 
cnings  of  it  vanifh  into  fmoke  ?  Can  any  in  reafon 
think  that  all  thofe  fearful  curfes  fhould  be  poured  out 
\ipon  a  few  irrational  and  innocent  creatures,  who  had 
tiever  broken  that  law  ?  Can  it  ever  enter  into  the 
heart  of  man  to  think,  that,  after  fo  folemn  and  ter* 
rible  a  proclamation,  he  would  acquielce  in  fo  flight 
Si  compenfation  as  the  death  of  a  poor  beafl  ?  None 
can  poflibly  entertain  fo  mean  and  defpicable  thoughts 
of  the  infinite  majefiy,  juflice,  and  holinefs  of  God, 
X)r  of  the  vile  and  deteflable  nature  of  fin,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  its  provocation,  as  to  imagine  that  the 
one  could  be  contented,  or  the  other  expiated,  by 
the  blood  of  a  lamb  or  a  bullock.  Our  own  confci- 
enccs  will  tell  us,  that  if  God  will  have  a  facrifice,  it 
mufl  be  proportioned  to  the  majefly  o^  him  whom 
we  have  offended,  and  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  crime 
which  we  have  committed.  If  all  the  cattle  upon  a 
thoufand  hills  were  facrificed,  and  all  the  cedirsin  Le- 
banon were  cut  down  for  wood  to  burn  the  offering, 
it  could  not  be  a  fweet-fmcUing  favour  to  God.  There 
is  an  infinite  difproportion  between  this  kind  of  facri- 
fice and  the  glorious  Majefty  of  heaven. 

2 .  The  repetition  of  thefe  facrifices  fhews  their  in* 
fufhciency  for  the  expiation  of  fin.  For  where  the 
confcience  is  once  purged,  and  the  remiflion  of  fin  ob- 
tained, there  is  no  more  offering  for  fin,  as  the  apoflle 
tells  us,  Heb.  X.  i8*  But  the  repeating  of  the  facrifice 
plainly  intimates,  that  the  perfon  for  whofe  fake  it  is 
repeated  is  in  the  fame  condition  now,  that  he  was  in 
at  the  time  of  the  former  oblation.  The  apoflle  tells 
Us,  that  if  the  law  could  have  mademeu  pcrfeci:^  thea 
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Aefc  facriSces  would  have  eeafed  to  be  offered^  becauO^ 
l&at  the  worihippers  once  purged  Ihould  have  hrxd  no 
more  coafcience  of  fins ;  but  in  thofe  facrifices  there 
was  a  remeaibrance  again  made  of  fins  every  year^ 
Heb.  X.  2.  3*  Had  the  wrath  of  God  been  appealed 
by  them,  why  (hould  the  fire  burn  perpetually  upon 
the  altar  ?  why  (hould  it  be  fo  fed  continually  with  the 
carcafes  of  flain  beafts  ?  As  often  as  they  w<:2  e  offered^ 
there  was  a  confcience  of  fin  excited  in  the  prefenter 
of  them,  and  iniquity  was  called  to  remembrance.  1  he 
whole  fcene  of  the  legal  adminiilration  loudly  proi- 
clumed,  that  the  wrath  of  God  againft  fin  was  not  apr 
peafed,  and  that  the  guilt  qf  the  Ibul  was  not  wiped 
o£F.  If  a  man  had  prcfented  a  facrifice  for  his  fin  one 
day,  and  fallen  into  the  fame  or  fome  other  fin  before 
night,  he  muft  have  repeated  his  facrifice  for  a  new 
expiation*  .  Had  there  been  any  efficacy  in  them  to 
purge  away  fin,  then  they  had  cqafed ;  and  ther^ 
would  have  been  no  repetition  of  th^m. 

J,  The  great  variety  of  thel'e  facrifices  ihews  their 
iofufficiency  to  take  away  fin.  There  were  many  gifts 
and  facrifices,  bulls  and  goats,  calyes  and  laqibs,  which 
ihews  that  no  one  thing  was  fit  to  typify  and  r^preieut 
the  full  expiation  wrought  by  Chrilt ;  whereas  he  ot- 
fered  but  one  (acrifice,  and  by  that  perfected  for  ever 
them  that  are  ian<5lified.  As  the  application  of  many 
medicines  ihews  their  infufficiency  to  cure  a  difeafe, 
fo  the  many  facrifices  and  purifications  under  the  law^ 
plainly  evidence  that  a  full  and  eflicacious  propitiation 
for  fin  was  to  b^  fought  elfe where.  If  the  great  an- 
nual facrifice,  which  was  the  moft  folemn  one  in  th^t 
whole  ioftitution,  could  not  effect  it,  much  lefs  could 
facrifices.pf  ^  lower  dignityi  It  is  from  the  repetition 
of  this  great  facrifice  that  the  apolUe  argues  the  iufut- 
ficienpy  of  them  all,  Heb.  x^ 

4,  God  never  intended  that  tbefe  famfices  ftould 
expiate  fin  by  any  vinue  of  their  own.  The  great 
and  glorious  Majeily  of  heaven,  who  was  ofFended  an4 
PfPYoked  by  fin^  is  truly  infinite^  and  to  uii^tv  hiu% 
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the  facrifices  muft  be  infimte  too.  But  none  of  tHofb 
facriC-ces  under  the  law  were  fo.  Why  then  v^ere 
they  appointed  ?  Not  v^th  any  inten^ioQ  to  purge  a* 
way  th6  fio  of  the  foul,  but  the  ceremonial  unclean- 
nefs  of  thfe  flelh,  as  ^eb.  ix.  13.  14.  where  you  fee  thd 
blood  of  bulls  an(i  of.  goats  fandifies  tp  the  purifyingf 
of  the  fle(h.  The  apoftlq  comparea  thefe  and  the  fa4 
crifice  of  Chrift  together,  and  mews  that  the  one  pu:^ 
rified  only  the  flefli,  and  the  other  the  confcience^  \t 
was  not  a  moral  guilt  which  th^y  were  intended  to 
remove,  but  only  a  cerempnial  one ;  as  when  one  was 
fiefiled  by  touching  a  dead  carcafe,  Or  a  leprous,  perfon^ 
which  Was  teckoned  a  defilement  of  th0  body,  not  of 
the  foul.  God  hath  often  difcovered  their  weaknefs 
and  infufficiency,  and  that  they  cpuld  not  give  him  a 
recompenife  for  the  injury  done  him  by  fin.  So  If. 
Ixvi.  !•  T^hus  faith  the  Lord^  The  he^rven  is  my  throne^ 
and  the  earth  is  my  foptjlool :  where  is  the  houje  that  yk 
build  unto  me  ?  and  ivhfre  is  the  flace  of  my  refl  f  By 
the  houfe  or  temple  here  is  meant  all  the  Jewifli  oeco- 
nomy,  the  whple  Ipmp  pf  legal  f^crifices.  1  bough  all 
thefe  were  appointed  by  God,  and  had  been  uied  by 
,  his  people  for  a  long  time,  yet  he  had  no  reft  in  them : 
they  could  neither  falisfy  his  juftice  nor  vindicate  the 
honour  pf  his  law,  npr  could  they  ever  takp  away 
iin,  Heb.  x.  11.  And  therefore  God  rejecled  themj^ 
and  they  were  abplilhed  and  difannulkd,  tor  the  weak- 
nefs and  unprofitablenefs  of  thfm,  Heb,  vii.  iS^  Tho^ 
they  had  been  pradifed  by  the  Jews  for  fo  many  ages,^ 
yet  not  one  fin  had  been  expiated  by  thetn  i^  aU  that 
fong  traft  of  time. 

5.  The  infufficiency  pf  thefe  facri^ces  for  ^he  fatis- 
fa£tion  of  divine  juftice,  and  the  expiation  of  fin,  ap- 
pears from  the  eh?i  and  defign  oif' their  infiitutipn,^ 
which  was  to  prefigure  and  reprefcnt  a  more  excellent 
facriBcci  that  Was  able  tp  dp  it  cfTi^flually,  even  the 
great  facrifice  of  Chrift.  Ihey  were  but  ihadows 
of  good  things  to  come,  as  the  apoftle  terms  them. 
and  did  typically  repreletit  a  crucified  dying  Chiill  as 
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it  fobftance  :  afld  tekatever  virtue  they  had,  it  was 
not  in  or  from  themfelves^  but  from  their  typical  re« 
htion  to  him  whdm  they  prefigured.  They  all  potnte4 
forth  the  facrifict  of  Chrift,  by  wbofe  precious  blood, 
ihed  in  the  fiilnefs  of  time,  the  fins  of  the  eleA  were 
fully  expiated.  God  had  no  pleafure  in  thefe  facrifices, 
tot  only  fo  far  as  they  reprefented  the  facrifice  of  Chrift , 
which  effedually  takes  away  fin,  Heb.  x.  6.  7.  8. 

From  what  hath  been  (aid  on  this  head,  you  fee 
(hat  thofe  facrifices  which  were  in  ufe  under  the  law, 
^euld  BOt  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  take  away 
the  fins  of  men. 

Ob/<5»  If  Chrift  fuffcred  for  the  fins  of  his  people^ 
then  he  that  Was  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fepa* 
T2tt  from  finners,  mud  be  accounted  a  guiltjr  perfon, 
yea  even  the  mod  guilty  of  all  others,  as  having  char- 
ged upon  him  all  the  fins  of  an  elect  world. 

Anf.  There  is  a  twofold  guilt  to  be  confidered  j 
fiamely,  a  culpable  and  a  penal  guilt.  He  that  com^ 
mitB  the  offence  is  under  culpable  guilt ;  and  he  who 
is  obliged  to  fuffer  for  the. offence  is  under  penal  guilt, 
though  he  did  not  aAually  commit  it.  Now,  Chrilt  as 
our  facrifice  was  under  this  penal  guilt ;  the  offences 
committed. by  us  were  charged  upon  him;  and  by  bis 
voluntary  undertaking  to  be  a  facrifice  for  us,  he 
came  under  an  obligation  to  fuffer  for  us,  as  if  he 
had  really  finned,  though  we  only  were  the  tranfgrcf- 
fors.  This  is  plain  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  legal  facrifices, 
which  veere  ihadows  of  Chrifl.  It  appears  from  them, 
that  thefe  two  forts  of  guilt  may  be  leparated,  (6  that 
he  who  is  not  culpably  guilty  may  be  penally  guilty, 
and  may  juftly  fuffer  though  he  did  not  perfonally  fin  : 
for  the  fins  ot  the  people  being  laid  upon  thefe  facri* 
Sees,  they  were  under  penal  guilt,  and  did  juftly  luf- 
Icr  as  if  they  had  finned  ;  and  yet  they  weic  not  cul- 
pably guilty ;  for  they  neither  had  finned,  nor  were 
they  capable  of  finning. 

ktfeft.  Seeing  Chrilt  ofpri?^  up  his  facrifice  to  iatisfy 
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divine  juftice,  and  he  himfelf  is  Qod,  hoW  eduld  he 
die  and  make  fati^faction  to  himfelf? 

Anf.  I.  God  cannot  be  faid  properly  to  iatisfy  himfelf ; 
for  that  would  be  the  fame  thiag  as  to  pardon  fin  fimr 
ply,  without  any  (atisfadlion. 

2.  There  is  a  twofold  confideration  of  Chrift,  one 
in  refpect  of  his  divine  nature  or  eflence,  in  which 
fenfe  he  is  both  the  objeA  againft  which  the  ofience  i» 
committed,  and  to  whoni  for  it  the  fatisfaclion  is  made : 
and  there  is  another  confiuieration  of  Chrift  m  refpecb 
of  his  perfon,  and  ceconomy  or  oj£ce ;  in  which  feoic 
he  properly  fatisfied  God,  feeing  he  was  in  refpeft  of 
his  manhood  another  and  inferior  to  God.  So  he  fays, 
John  xiv.  29.  My  Father  is  greater  than  /.  The  blood 
of  the  mian  Chrift  Jefus  is  the  matter  of  the  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  the  divine  nature  dignifies  it^  and  makes  it  o£ 
infinite  value. 

3.  It  is  not  inconfiftent  with  reafon,  that  the  Son  of 
God  clothed  in  our  nature  fhould  by  his  death  make 
fadsfaftion  to  the  Deity,  and  confequently  to  himielf« 
For  in  the  according  of  two  different  parties,  a  perfon 
that  belongs  to  one  of  them  may  interpofe  for  recon- 
ciliation, provided  that  he  divefts  his  own  intereft, 
and  leaves  it  with  the  party  from  which  he  comes. 
As  for  inftance,  Let  us  fuppofe  two  perfons,  a  father 
and  a  fon,  both  pofTeffed  of  the  fupreme  power,  and  of^ 
fended  by  rebellious  fubjefts.  It  is  not  incQufiftent^ 
Uiat  the  ion  interpofe  as  a  mediator  to  reftore  them  to 
%ht  favour  of  the  prince  his  father.  And  by  this  he 
rilfo  reconciles  them  to  himfelf,  and  procures  pardon 
for  that  oflfence,  by  which  his  own  majefty  was  lefed, 
1^0 w,  this  is  a  fit  illuft  ration  of  the  great  work  of  our 
redemption,  fo  far  as  human  things  can  reprefent  di- 
vinr.  For  all  the  perfons  of  the  holy  Tnnity  were 
equally  provoked  by  our  fin ;  and  to  obtain  our  par*» 
don,  the  Son,  with  coqfent  of  the  Father,  depofits  his 
intereils  in  his  hands,  and  as  k  Mediator  intervene^ 
between  us  and  his  Father,  who  in  this  tranfaclion  is 
cpali(iercd  as  the  guardian  qf  the  rights  of  heaven }  and 
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iiaving  performed  what  divine  juftice  required,  he  re- 
conciled the  world  to  God,  r.  e.  to  the  Father,  himfelF, 
and  the  eternal  Spirit.  In  this  cafe  his  perfon  is  the 
'^me,  but  his  quality  is  different.  He  made  fatisfac- 
tion  as  a  Mediator,  and  received  it  as  God,  which  is 
no  way  inconfiftent. 

^eftn  Seeing  Chrift  really  fuffered  for  the  fins  of 
his  people,  whether  did  he  fufier  the  fame  punifliment 
that  they  defcrvcd,  and  which  the  law  threatened,  or 
only  fomething  equivalent  to  it  ?  It  would  feem  that 
Chrift  did  not  fufier  the  fame  thing  that  the  law  threat- 
ened, and  which  we  juftly  deferved  for  fin  ;  for  then 
he  mtift  have  fuffered  eternal  death.  It  was  not  only 
the  firft,  but  the  fecond  death  that  the  law  threatened. 
Therefore  Chrift's  temporal  death  did  not  latisfy  the 
law  and  juftice  of  God  for  us. 

There  are  very  learned  and  pious  writers  on  both 
fides  of  this  queftion.  Yet  I  humbly  think,  that,  with- 
out any  inconvenience,  both  may  be  affirmed  in  dif- 
ferent refpeds.  To  clear  this,  you  would  know,  that 
the  punifliment  which  Chrift  endured  in  our  ftead^ 
may  be  con iidered  either  as  to  its  fubftance  or  efience, 
or  with  refped:  to  the  accidental  circumftances  which 
attend  it,  when  inflicled  on  the  damned.  Now,  if 
we  confidet  it  as  to  fubftance  or  eflcnce,  it  was  the 
.very  fame  which  the  finner  fliould  have  xmdergonc. 
Man  by  his  fall  was  liable  to  death,  and  to  the  curie 
and  wrath  of  God,  and  Chrift  hath  borne  this  in  the 
eled*s  room.  But  if  we  confider  it  with  refpecl  to 
the  accidental  circumft:ances  which  attend  it  when  it  is 
inflicled  on  the  damned,  then  it  was  not  the  very 
fame,  but  a  punifliment  equivalent  to  it.  The  acci- 
dental circumftances  of  this  punifliment  as  infticled  on 
the  damned,  are,  blafphemy,  rage,  and  an  impotent 
fiercenefs  of  mind,  which  are  not  appointed  by  the 
law,  but  are  only  accidentals,  ariling  from  the  wick- 
ednefs  and  perverfcnefs  of  their  fpirits.  Now,  our 
blefled  Saviour  was  not,  nor  poifibly  could  be,  liable 
to  thefe.   The  great  holiuefs  and  landity  of  his  perioa 
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'effed:ualiy  fectired  him  againft  all  thefe*  Bcfides,  th& 
puniflunent  that  is  ipfli^bed  upon  tbe  damped  is  eteri^ 
nal,  and  attended  with  final  dcfpair,  and  the  intdc* 
rable  anguiih  df  a  guilt jr  dinging  conlcience-  1  his  ai 
the  never-dying  worm  that  gnaws  ujton  tbeit  vitals^ 
But  Chrift  the  Redeemer  having  bo  real  g]uilt,  wati 
not  liable  to  the  worm  of  cdnfcience ;  and  his  tcqapo- 
rary  fufferings  were  equivalent  to  the  eterftal  pupifth 
mcnt  of  the  damncd»  and  fully  f^tis&clory  to  diVimi 
}uftice,  on  account  of  the  infinite  dignity  and  tticA* 
lency  of  his  perfon ;  fo  that  he  waS  not  capahile  of-de^ 
^air. 

Thus  it  eridently  appears,  that  Chrift  o^ered  hioii* 
ielf  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  the  Juftice  of  God  otfeadcd  by 
iin.  And  in  order  to  confirm  your  faith  in  this  ini« 
portant  article,  one  of  the  fundamental  dpdbines  td 
our  holy  religion,  let  me  again  call  yout'  attention  to 
the  following  particulars,  which  I  fhadi  but  tmrely 
mention » 

1.  Confider  the  neceffity  of  this  fatisfaftion.  With- 
out fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffioni  HhA 
juftice  of  God,  ths  nature  of  fin,  and  the  faxiction  of 
the  law,  neccffarily  required  it.  And  the  cVent  ma* 
nifefts  it ;  for  it  is  not  conceivable,  how,  if  fin  could 
have  been  taken  away  with  a  bare  word,  the  Lord 
would  have  fetched  a  compafs  by  the  blood  df  his  own 
Son. 

2 .  Corifider  the  truth  of  it.  Chrift  did  really  and 
truly,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  fatisfy  the  juftice  ol 
God  for  us.  For  he  bare  the  pudlfhrnent  due  ta  oaf' 
fins.  If.  liii.  5.  He  died  for  us,  in  our  room  and  fteadji 
Rom.  v.  6.  7.  and  not  for  our  good  only,  which  may- 
be faid  of  all  the  martyrs.  Compare  i  Cor.  i.  1 3.  Hie 
bought  us  with  his  bloody  and  gave  him&lf  a  ranfom 
for  our  fouls,  and  fo  has  taken  away  our  fins  in  the 
guilt  thereof.  His  fufFerings  were  the  fufferings  of  a 
divine  perfon ;  and  fo,  though  not  infinite  in  dura- 
tion, yet  infinite  in  valuer  He  was  Lord  of  bis  own 
,Ufe. 
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^.  Gbniider  the  perfection  of  it*  He  fatisfied  com« 
j>letely  fdr  the  fins  of  his  people.  His  fatisfistftion  fully 
anfwered  the  demands  of  the  juftice  and  law  of  God; 
This  is  plain  from  the  excellency  of  the  peffon  fuflfer- 
ing,  CoL  i.  19. ;  this  the  apoftle  teftifies,  Heb.  x.  14. 
foreciced ;  and  from  the  difcharge  he  got  in  his  refur- 
i-edion,  and  exaltation  to  the  Father's  right  hand. 
Whatever  is  left  to  his  people  to  fufier,  it  is  not  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  juftice  of  God,  but  for  their  correction,  that 
they  may  be  made  partakers  of  his  holinefs. 

Having  thus  (hewed  that  one  end  for  which  Chrifl 
offered  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God,  was  to  fadsfy  his 
juftice,  1  proceed. 

Secondly,  To  iheu^  that  anothet*  end^  as  a  native 
confequence  of  the  other,  was  to  reconcile  ele^t  fin- 
Hers  unto  6od«     Here  I  ihall, 

1.  Explain  the  nature  of  reconciliation; 

2.  Prove  that  reconciliation  with  God  is  the  bleffed 
fruit  and  effect  of  Chrift*s  death. 

3.  Shew  what  influence  the  death  of  Chrift  has  on 
this. 

Firjl^  As  to  the  tiature  of  reconciliation^  feveral 
things  are  implied  in  it;     As, 

\i  A  former  friendfhip  and  favour.  God  and  man 
If^rere-  once  in  good  terms.  There  was  a  time  where- 
in they  met  and  lovingly  cbnverfedl  together.  When 
Adam  dropt  from  the  fingers  of  his  Creator,  he  was 
the.friend  and  favourite  of  heaven;  Hjs  had  the  law  of 
God  written  On  his  heart,  and  a  ftrong  bent  and  in- 
clination in  his  will  .to  obey  it;  In  that  ftate  there  wad 
iio  place  for  reconciliation :  for  then  there  was  na 
breach  between  God  arid  his  creature. 

2i  It  implies  an  enmity  b'^tween  Qod  and  man;  Man 
fell  from  his  primitive  llate  of  favour  and  friendfliipr 
with  heaveoj  and  joined  iffue  with  the  devil,  God's 
grekteft  enemy.  Whereupon  the  Lord  took  the  for- 
feiture of  his  poffeilion^  turned  him  out  of  paradlfe^ 
and  hindered  his  re-ehtrance  by  a  flaming  fword# 
1  here  is  now  a  dreadful  war  betwixt  earth  and  hea-^ 

Vol.  11.  t 
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ven.  Men  daily  rebel  againft  Qod^s  laws,  labouring 
to  beat  down  hisintereft  in  the  world,  and  employing 
all  their  powers  and  iacuUies,  mercies  and  comforts, 
as  weapons  of  unrighteoufneis  to  fight  againft  him. 
And  he  is  an  enemy  to  them ;  tor  he  hates  all  tbc 
^workers  of  iniquity,  and  the  foolifh  cannot  fiand  in 
his  fight.  His  wifdom,  holinefs,  jyftice,  and  power 
iland  ready  charged  againft  them,  and  they  are  liable 
to  his  eternal  vengeance.  This  is  the  ftate  whereia 
man  (lands  with  God  on  the  account  of  fin. 

3*  Reconciliation  with  God  lies  in  his  receiving-  re- 
bels into  favour,  wd  ifiuing  forth  a  gracious  ad  of  in- 
dcmnity  for  all  their  fins,  and  cancelling  all  thofe  bandsi. 
of  guilt  whereby  they  were  bound  over  to  eternal  wrath 
and  mifery.  This  great  btefiing  formally  confiils  in 
his  not  imputing  their  trefpaffis  unto  them^  2  Cor.  v.  i  j^* 
The  forfeiture  is  taken  pit,  and  they  are  admitted  in- 
to his  former  friendfiiip  and  favour.  Now,  this  is  two- 
fold ;  fundamental  and  adual.  There  was  a  founda- 
tion laid  for  this  reconciliation  in  the  death  of  Chrift. 
'Ihis  is  the  mean  by  which  it  was  purchafed,  and  th« 
chitf  and  only  ground  why  God  lays  afide  his  anger. 
He  made  peaccy  fays  the  apollle,  hy  the  blood  of  bis 
crofs*  And  it  is  adual,  when  the  offer  of  reconcilia- 
tion is  complied  w*ith  by  faith*  He  fends  forth  hiil 
ambafladors,  clothed  with  his  authority,  to  pray  them 
in  Chrift's  fiead  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  declaring  his 
great  willingnefs  to  receive  them  into  favour ;  and 
when  men  embrace  the  offer  of  reconciliation,  thea 
God  adually  lays  afide  his  anger,  and  imputes  fin  no 
more  to  them. 

Secondly^  I  proceed  to  prove  that  it  is  only  through 
Chrift  that  finners  can  obtain  reconciliation  with  God. 
This  is  clear, 

I.  From  the  holy  fcriptures,  where  this  great  truth 
is  expreisly  declared.  So  it  is  faid,  Afts  iv.  12.  Niir 
ther  is  there  fuhation  in  any  ether :  for  there  is  none  other 
fiame  under  heaven  given  amo^g  men  ivhereby  we  niuji  be 
aoid*    ALd  MTe  aie  el.ewhere  told,  that  there  is  but 
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ffne  God^  and  one  Mediai&t  bitwtm  God  and  men,  th$ 
inan  Chrifi  Jefus.  And  he  is  called  the  Saviour  of  the 
worM,  not  only  by  way  of  excellency,  in  refpeA  of  the 
great  danger  he  faves  us  from,  but  by  way  of  exclU'- 
lion  aifo,  in  regard  of  the  fole  de/ignation  of  his  per* 
fon  to  this  office^  exclufive  of  all  others.  If  ye  believe 
not  that  I  am  he^  fays  he,  ye  Jhall  die  in  your  Jins^  John 
viii,  24.  He  is  the  only  perfon  that  waw  deligned  in 
all  the  prophecies,  promifes,  and  types.  He  is  the 
only  Lamb  of  Gcki  that  takes  away  the  (in  of  the  world. 
He  is 'the  promifed  feed  of  the  woman,  that  was  to 
break  the  ferpent's  head.  The  heart  of  God  is  fixed 
upon  him  alone,  and  his  refolution  concerning  the  du- 
ration of  his  office  is  immutable  and  unalterable.  He 
bath  fummed  up  all  the  difpenfations  of  former  ages 
in  him,  £ph.  i.  lo.  All  other  things  were  prepara- 
tions to  and  Ihadows  of  him  \  God,  who  had  various 
ways  of  communicating  himielf  to  men^  hath  fummed 
up  his  whole  will  in  his  Son,  and  manife^kd  and  de- 
dired  that  all  his  tranfadiiions  with  men  did  terminate 
in  him. 

2.  The  truth  of  this  doclrine  will  appear,  that  none 
elfe  was  ever  fitted  for  the  management  of  this  work, 
God  and  men  were  to  be  reconciled,  and  none  but  he 
that  was  God  and  man  in  one  perfon  could  be  a  fit 
dafyman  to  lay  bis  hand  upon  both*  Had  he  been  onl^ 
min,  he  had  been  incapable  to  fatisfy  offeiided  juftice ; 
and  had  he  been  only  God,  he  had  been  incapable  of 
/'uffering.  But  being  God  and  man,  he  is  fitted  for 
both.  Infinite  iatistaction  was  requifite  te  appeafe  the, 
anger  of  God ;  tor  without  this,  guilt  would  have  re* 
mained ;  and  none  elie  was  capable  to  give  it  but  Chrili, 
in  regard  of  the  infinite  dignity  and  excellency  of  hi$ 
perlon«  It  was  upon  no  other  perfon  tiiat  the  Spirit 
defcended  like  a  dove^  to  furniih  his  human  nature 
with  all  needful  abilities  for  the  difcharge  of  his  truiU 

3.  If  we  confider  that  none  elfe  ever  did  that  for  us 
'  which  was  neceflary  for  our  reconciliation  with  God« 

It  W49  be  tlxat  anlwered  the  demands  of  the  law^i  aA4 
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filenced  the  roarings  of  vindiftivc  jbfticc.  He  only 
filled  up  the  gap  tl)at  was  between  God  and  finners, 
It  was  only  Ghrift  that  interpofed  himfelf  as  a  (helter 
between  the  wrath  of  God  and  the  fouls  of  men.  ITie 
prophet  Ifaiah  tells  us,  that  he  bare  our  griefs^  and  cat' 
ried  our  forrows^  and  that  the  cbaftifement  of  our  peace 
was  upon  him^  He  received  into  hjs  own  bowels  the 
fword  of  juftice  that  was  fharpencd  and  pointed  for 
us.  He  trod  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  none  of  the 
people  were  with  him.  He  endured  the  bruifes  of  God, 
the  darts  of  the  devil,  and  the  reproaches  of  men ;  and 
would  not  defift  till  he  had  laid  the  foundation  of  an 
cveilafting  peace  between  God  and  (inners. 

4.  If  ye  confider  that  none  elfe  was  ever  accepted  of 
God  but  this  Mediator.  The  legal  facrifices  w^re  not 
able  to  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfeft,  Heb,  x.  i* 
They  were  only  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come  \ 
Chqft  was  the  fubftance  and  complement  of  them  all ; 
and  they  were  no  farther  regarded  of  God  but  as  they 
were  types  and  reprefentatibns  of  his  Son.  The  daily 
repetition  of  them  was  an  undeniable  evidence  of  their 
inability  to  effeft  the  reconciliation  of  man ;  but  the 
blood  of  Chfift,  typified  by  the  blood  fprinkled  by  Mp? 
fes  upon  the  people,  does  it  effeftually.  This  was  a 
facriiSce  wherein  God  fmelt  a  fweet  favpur,  and  was 
highly  accepted  pf  him. 

Thirdly^  It  remains  to  fliew  you  what  Ghrift  did  in 
bringing  about  this  reconciliation. 

I.  He  undertook  this  work  in  the  eternal  tranfaclipi^ 
that  was  between  the  Father  and  him,  as  I  have  ihcwn 
you  formerly  at  large. 

;  2.  He  purchafed  reconciliation  by  his  death,  and 
thereby  pirocured  the  e^efs  of  the  divine  favpur  tQ 
jnan.  Ihis  was  the  prime  article  in  the  covenant  of 
grace,  "^hen  he  Jhall  make  his  foul  an  offermgfor  fin^  ke, 
fhailfee  his  feed\  If.  liii.  10.  God  required  this  facrifice 
^xclofive  of  all  others;  which  were  entirely  ufelefs  for 
the  fatisfaftion  of  juftice,  though  fit  to  prefigure  the 
grand  facrifice  that  God  intended.     It  was  by  the  , 
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tleath  of  Chrift  alone  that  reconciliation  was  purchafed 
to  men,  Rom.  v.  10.  Eph,  ii.  13.  &  Col.  i.  21.    And 
when  he  was  upon  the  crofs,  he  cried j  //  is  fimfbed ; 
that  is,  the  work  of  redemption  is  accomplifhed,  Re- 
conciliation is  purchafed,  I  have  done  all  that  was  ap- 
pointed for  me  to  do,  the  articles  on  my  part  are  now 
fulfilled,  there  remain  no  more  deaths  for  me  to  fuffer. 
3»  He  brings  about  an  a6hial  reconciliation  between 
God  and  finners  by  virtue  of  his  efficacious  intcrccflion, 
Heb.  vii.  25.     His  advocacy  in  heaven  is  the  gracious 
fpring  of  all  divine  communications.    It  is  by  this  that 
he  deals  with  God  in  the  behalf  of  men  ;  he  leads  eve- 
ry believer  by  the  hand  as  it  were  into  the  gracious 
prefence  of  God,  befpeaking  acceptance  for  them  after 
this  manner :    "  Father,  here  is  a  poor  creature  that 
was  born  in  fin,  and  hath  lived  in  rebellion  all  his  days ; 
he  hath  broken  all  thy  laws,    and  deferves  all  thy 
wrath  ;  yet  he  is  one  of  that  number  that  thou  gaveft 
xne  before  the  world  began :  and  I  have  made  full  pay- 
ment to  thy  juftice  by  my  blood  for  all  his  debt ;  and 
now  I  have  opened  his  eyes  to  fee  the  finfulnefs  and 
mifery  of  his  condition  :  I  have  broken  his  heart  for 
his  rebellions  againft  thee,  and  bowed  his  will  into  o- 
bedience  to  the  offer  of  thy  grace :  1  have  united  him 
to  me  by  faith  as  a  living  manabet^f  my  myftical  bo- 
dy :   and  now  fince  he  is  mine  by  regeneration,  let 
him  alfo  become  thine  by  a  fpiecial  acceptation  :  fince 
thy  juftice  is  fatisfied  for  his  fins,  let  thine  anger  alfo 
be  turned  away,  and  receive  him  gracioufly  into  fa- 
voulr.'*    In  a  word,  the  reconciliation  of  every  elect 
perfon  with  God,  is  actually  brought  about  by  Chrift : 
He  opens   their  eyes,   and  lets   them  fee  their  fin 
and  danger;    he  beats  down  the  ftubbornnefs  and 
•pbftinacy  of  their  wills,  and  brings  up  their  hearts  to 
a  full  compliance  with  the  offers  of  peace  made  in  the 
gofpel;  and  he  leads  them  to  God,  and  makes  tfieir 
perfons  and  duties  acceptable  to  him.    Hence  it  is  fdid, 
Eph.  i.  6.  He  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved. 
•<     Before  I  proceed  to  the  confidcration  of  the  fccou4 
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part  of  Chrift'sprieftly  office^  namely,  his  mterccflion,' 
1  (hall  make  fome  improvemteot  of  the  dodrine  of  his 
fatisfadtioD. 

I.  Herie  we  may  fee  the  horrid  and  hateful  evil  of 
An,   which  no  othier  facrifice  could  expiate  but  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God.     As  the  ftrength  of  a  difeaie 
js  known  and  feen  by  the  quality  and  force  of  the  me- 
dicine .  that  is  made  ufe  ot  to  cure  it,  and  the  \  irrue 
of  a  commodity  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  price  that  \% 
laid  down  to  buy  it;,  fo  is  the  matter  here.     The  fuf- 
ferings  and  death  of  Chrift  exprefs  the  evil  of  fin  far 
above  the  fevereft  judgements  that  ever  were  inflicted 
upon  any  creature.     The  dying  groans  of  our  bieifed 
lledeenier  fet  forth  the  horrid  nature  of  lin,  and  loudly 
proclaim  how  hateful  it  is  in  the  eye  of  an  infinitely 
pure  and  holy  God.    How  much  evil  muft  there  be 
in  fin  that  made  Chriil  to  groan  and  bleed  to  death  to 
take  it  away!  It  is  ftrange  to  imagine  how  rational 
agents  fliguld  dare  to  commit  fuch  an  evil,  fo  freely 
and  openly,  and  that  for  trifles  and  periihing  vanities, 
which  are  of  no  continuance  and  duration.     Can  they 
efcape,  or  can  they  poflibly  endure  the  wrath  and 
veilgeance  of  an  incenfed  Deity  f  If  God  fpared  not 
hi?  own  Son,  when  he  came  in  the  likenefs  offlnful 
flefli,  how  fliall  finners.  qfcape  who  are  deeply  and  uni- 
verfally  defiled  ?  Can  they  encounter  with  the  fury  of 
the  Almighty,  the  very  apprehenfions  of  which  made 
thrift's  loul  exceeding  forrowfql  even  unto  death  ? 
Have  they  patience  to  endure  and  bear  that  for  ever, 
whiclx  was  intolerable  for  Chrift  to  bear  but  for  a  few 
hours,  who  had  all  the  ftrength  of  the  Deity  to  fup- 
port  him  ?  If  it  w«^s  fo  with  the  green   trefc,   what 
lliall  become  of  the  dry,  when  expofed  to  the  fiery- 
trial.?  O  what  prodigious  madnels  is  it  for  men  to 
drink  iniquity  like  water,  as  a  harmlefs  thing,  whea 
it  is  a  poiibn  lb  dangerous  and  deadly,  that  the  leaft 
drop  ot  it  brings  certain  ruin  ?  What  defperate  and 
nionflrous  folly  is  it  to  have  flight  apprehenfions  of 
\i\jit  which  is  attended  with  the  lirft  and  lecond  death  j 
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ei^ea  with  all  the  terrors  and  torments  of  hell,  where 
the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched ; 
where  mifery  will  continue  in  its  fuU  extremity,  while 
eternity  runs  its  endlefs  courfe !  Nothing  but  unrea- 
fonable  infidelity  and  want  of  thought  can  make  men 
venturous  to  provoke  the  living  God,  who  is  infinite* 
]y  fenfible  of  their  fins,  and  who  both  can  and  will 
moft  terribly  puniCh  them  for  ever, 

2 .  This  lets  us  fee  the  llriAnefe  and  inexorable  fevc- 
rity  of  divine  juftice,  that  required  fatisfa^tion  equiva- 
lent to  the  defert  of  fin.  All  the  other  demonftra* 
tions  of  it  which  God  hath  given  to  the  world,  are 
Bothing  to  this.  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son.  The 
fountain  of  divine  mercy  ftopt  its  courfe,  and  would 
not  let  out  one  drop  to  Chrift  in  the  day  of  his  extreme 
fbrrow  and  fufferings.  The  Father  or  mercies  faw  his 
dear  Son  fweating  great  drops  of  blood  in  a  cold 
Bight,  and  crying  out  with  a  mournful  accent,  O  Fa* 
iberj  if  it^e  pojjible^  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me ;  and  yet 
he  would. ijot  grant  the  requeft.  O  the  inflexible  fe- 
verity  of  divine  juftice!  What  will  ye  do,  finners, 
when  it  falls  upon  you  in  hell?  If  the  bleffed  Son  of 
God  cried  fo  out,  what  will  become  of  you?  How 
will  impenitent  finners  roar  and  yell  for  ever  under 
the  dreadful  ftrokes  of  incenfed  juftice !  O  what  a 
dreadful  thing  muft  it  be  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God ! 

3.  See  here  the  wonderful  love  of  Chrift  to  poor 
iniferable  finners  and  his  great  defire  for  the  falvation 
of  their  fouls.  His  love  here  pafleth  knowledge.  Ic 
infinitely  tranfcends  the  reach  of  the  moft  illuminated 
undcrttanding.  What  Chrift  fuffered  from  his  birth  to 
his  death  on  the  accurfed  tree,  affords  the  moft  ftriking 
inftance  of  his  great  love  to  poor  finners.  No  example 
of  fuch  love  can  be  found  among  men.  This  match- 
lefs  love  of  Chrift  fliould  inflame  our  hearts  to  fing, 
as  Rev.  i.  .5.  6.  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  ivajhed  us 
from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood  ;   and  hath  made  us  kings 
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and  priejls  unto  God  and  his  Father  ;  to  bint  he  glory  dnJ 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever 4     Amen* 

4.  This  dodrine  affords  us  the  ftrongeft  aflurance 
that  can  be,  that  God  is  willing  '  to  pardon  our  fins^ 
*  and  to  be  reconciled  to  us.     There  is  in  the  natural, 
confcicnce  of  man  when  opened  by  a  piercing  convic- 
tion, fuch  a  quick  fenfe  of  guilty  and  of  God's  a- 
venging  juftice,  that  it  can  never  have  an  entire  con-., 
fidence  in  his  mercy  till  juftice  be  atoned.    From  hencd 
the  convinced  finner  is  reftlefsly  inquifitive   how  to 
find  out  the  v/ay  of  reconciliation  with  a  holy  and 
righteous  God.     Thus  he  is  reprcfcnted  inquiring  by 
the  prophet,  Wherewith  Jhall  I  come  before  the.  Lord^ 
and  b$iv  my f elf  before  the  high  God?  Jhall  I  come  before 
him  with  burnt-offerings ^    with  calves  of  a  year  old?- 
will  the  Lord  be  f  leafed  with  thqufands  of  rams,  or  with 
ten  ihoufands  of  rivers  of  oil?  Jhall  I  give  my  JirJl-borH. 
for  my  tranfgreffton^  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of 
my  foul?    Thefcripture  telU  us,  that  Ibme  confumed 
.  their  children  in  the  fire  to  render  their  idols  propitious 
to  them :  but  all  thefe  means  were  ineffc6liial,  theit' 
moft  coftly  facrifices  were  only  food  for  the  fire ;  nay^ 
inftead  of  expiating  their  old  fins,   they  coiumitted 
new  ones  by  them,  and  were  fo  far  from  appe^fing, 
that  they  inflamed  the  wrath  of  God  by  their  cruel 
oblationsir     But  in  the  gofpel  there  is  the  moft  rational 
and  eafy  way  propounded  ior  the  fatisfaction  of  divine 
juftice,  and  the  juftification  of  man.     rfence  fays  the 
apoftle,  Rom.  x.  6.  7.  9.  The  rightcoufnefs  which  is  of 
faith  fpeaketb  on  this  wife.     Say  not  in  thine  hearty  Wba 
Jhall  afcend  into  heaven?  (that  /j,  to  bring  Chrifl  down 
from  above  J  ;  or^  Who  Jhall  defend  into  the  deep  ?  (that 
is^  to  bring  up  Chrijl  again  from  the  dead  J.    If  thou  Jhalt 
confefs  with  thy  moutjj  the  Lord  Jefus^  and  Jhalt  believe 
in  thine  hearty  that  God  hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead^ 
thou  J},  alt  be  faved*     The  apoftle  here  fets  forth  the 
care  and  anxiety  of  an  awakened  confcicnce.     He  is 
at  a  lofs  to  find  out  a  way  to  efcape  deferved  judge- 
ment: for  fuch  thiri<2;s  as  are  on  the  furface  of  tUe 
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^rth,  or  floating  on  the  waters,  are  Avithid  otir  vlew^ 
and  m^y  eafily  be  obtained.;  but  thbfe  which  are 
above  our  underftandings  to:  difcovef^  or  our  power 
to  obtain,  are  prover^bially  faia  to  be  iq  the  h^avend 
above,  or  in  the  depths  ben  eat  b  ;  and  it  is  applied  .here 
to  the  different  \vays  of  juftificatioQ  by  the  law  and 
by  the  gofpel.  The  law  propounds  life  upon  an  im-  . 
poffible  condition  4  But  the  gofpel  clearly  reveal^  td 
us,  that  Chrift  hath  performed  all  that  was  neceilary 
taour  ju^fi(^ation,  and  that  by  a  true  faith  we  £haU 
have  an  intereft  in  it^  Chrift's  afceniion  into  heaved 
is  a  convincing  proof,  that  the  propitiation  for  our 
fins  is  pcrfeft ;  for  Otherwife  he  had  not  been  received 
into  God's  fanctuary,  and  admitted  into  the  facred 
place*  Therefore  to  be  under  anxious  and  perplexing 
inquiries  how.  we  may  be  juftified,  is  to  deny  the,  va- 
lue of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  and  the  truth  of  his  a- 
fcenfion^  By  virtue  of  the  facrifice  and  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  the  foul  is  not  only  freed  from  the  fear  of 
God's  wrath,  but  hath  a  lively  hope  of  his. favour  and 
love.  This  is  expreffed  by  the  apoftle',  Hebw  xii.  2^^ 
when  he  reckons,  among  the  privileges  of  believers^ 
that  they  are  come  to  God^  &c.  The  apprehenflons  of 
God  as  the  righteous  Judge  of  the  world  ftrike  thd 
guilty  creature  with  dread  and  terror ;  but  as  he  is 
fweetened  by  Chrift  the  Mediator,  we  naay  appYoach 
tinto  him  with  a  humble  and  holy  confidence. 

5.  We  mnft  lay  hold  on  this  facrifice,  if  we  would! 
be  favedj  This  is  the  only  facrifice  that  fatisfied  of- 
fended iuftice^  and  no  other  could  do  it.  Therefore 
we  muift  have  recourfe  to  this,  if  We*  would  have 
peace  with  God.  Undej:  the  law  the  people  were  M 
be  fprinkled  with  the  Wood  of  the  facrifice ;  and  fa 
Inuft  we  be  with  the  blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  faid,  Exod; 
xxiv.  8.  that  Mofes  took  the  blobd  of  the  covenant^  and 
fprinkled  it  eh  the  peoples  This  fignified  the  fprinkling: 
of  their  confciences  with  the  Hood  of  Chrift,  and 
their  obtaining  redcmptiori,  juftification,  and  ac- 
ccfs  to  God  through  it  alone.-    Hence  our  Saviour 

VoL.lL  F 
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k  dcfcribed  by  tliis  part  of  his  office.  If.  Hi*  15.  flSf 
Jhall  fprinkle  many  nations.  Our  guilt  cannot  look  jjp- 
on  God  as  a  confumiog  fire  without  a  propitiatory  fa« 
crifice.  All  our  fcrvices  are  lame  and  deifecHve,  im- 
pure and  imperfcft,  fo  that  they  will  rather  j^rovoke 
God's  juftice,  than  merit  his  mercy.  We  muft  there* 
fore  have  fomething  to  put  a  flop  to  a  juft  fury,  expi- 
ate an  Infinite  guilt,  and  perfume  our  urfavoury  fervi- 
ces,  and  render  them  acceptable  to  a  holy  and  righ- 
teous God ;  and  that  is  only  the  facrifice  of  Chrift* 
This  is 'full  of  all  neceflary  virtue  to  fave  us  :  but  the 
blood  of  it  muft  be  Iprinkled  upon  our  fouls  by  fsUth. 
Wirhout  this  we  (hall  remain  in  our  fins,  under  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  expofed  to  the  fword  of  divine 
juftice  ;  and  our  mifery  will  be  heightened  by  our  ha* 
ving  the  offers  of  Chrift  and  his  grace.  O,  it  is  2 
fearful  thing  for  men  to  have  this  facrifice  pleading  aii» 
gainft  them,  and  this  precious  blood  crying  for  ven- 
geance from  heaven  upon  them  ;  as  innocent  Abel's 
blood  cried  to  heaven  for  vengeance  again  ft  the 
unniiturai  cruelty  of  his  wicked  and  inhumane  bro- 
ther. 

6.  Hence  fee  that  God  will  never  feek  fatisfadHoa 
•  for  fin  from  thofe  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  He  gave 
full  and  complete  fatisfaftion  to  the  law  and  juftice^ 
God  for  all  the  wrongs  and  injuries  done  thereto  by 
the  fins  of  men,  the  lufFerer  being  God,  and  his  cli- 
^ine  nature  ftamping  an  infinite  value  upon  thein« 
Now,  if  the  creditor  receives  full  fatisfaftion  for  an  of- 
fence done,  or  complete  payment  of  a  debt  due,  by 
a  debtor,  from  the  hands  of  a  furety ;  neither  law 
nor  juftice  will  permit;  the  creditor  to  alk  any  further 
fatisfaclion  or  payment  from  the  principal  debtor.  He 
can  raife  no  fuit  oV  aftion  againft  the  debtor,  in  regard 
he  has  fully  fatisfied  him  by  the  aftion  and  deed  of  his 
I'urety.  Law  and  juftice  are  fully  fatisfied  by  the  obe- 
dience and  fatisfaction  of  Chrift  fubftituting  himfelf 
in  the  room  of  finners,  and  making  his  foul  an  offer- 
ing for  them,  fo  as  they  can  crave  no  mure :  therefore 
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there  can  be  no  condemnation  to  thofe  that  are  in  him, 
and  have  taken  the  benefit  of  his  fatisfacli  )n,  and 
prefent  it  to  God  as  theirs,  performed  in  their  room 
and  ilead.  Hence  the  apoftle  fays,  T^here  is  therefore 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  ChriJl^Jefus^ 
O  feek  to  have  your  fiation  in  Chrift,  and  fo  you  mall 
be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  condemnation.  You 
m/y  indeed,  though  in  Chrift,  fuifer  chaftifements 
and  corre£tions}  yet  thefe  arc  the  correclions  and 
chaftifements  of  a  Father,  not  of  a  Judge;  and  in* 
tended  for  your  good,  to  caufe  you  forfake  fin,  and 
enhance  the  value  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  and  not 
for  falisfadion  to  jufiice,  whofe  higheft  demands 
have  been  fully  fatisfied  by  the  Surety  in  your  room* 
7.  Hence  fee  the  certainty  of  falvation  to,  and  that 
God  will  beftow  all  tl\e  benefits  purchafed  by  Chrift  on, 
thofe  who  believe.  Chrift  has  tully  fatisfied  juftice  for 
all  thoi'e  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  Mediator ;  fo  that 
it  has  nothing  to  demand  of  the  Surety,  nor  of  thofe 
ivhofe  perfons  he  fuftained  in  that  undertaking. 
Hence  their  falvation  is  infallibly  fecured;  and  juftice 
is  bound  to  accoraplilh  it,  Mercy  pleads  for  it ;  ju- 
ftice fully  fatisfied  cannot  difpute  the  validity  of  the 
claim,  and  chearfully  xonfents  to  their  acquittal  from 
guilt  and  condemnation.      Thus  righteoufnefs   and 

Seace  kiis  each  other  in  the  abfolution  of  the  guilty 
nner  that  believeth  in  Jefus« 
i.  Blefs  God  for  the  gofpel,  that  difcovers  unto  us 
this  infallible  way  of  being  delivered  froin  condemna-' 
tioo  and  wrath;  this  fure  way  to  peace  and  reconcilia- 
tion with  God,  this  precious  halm'for  a  troubled  coH- 
ipence,  and  this  effe6lual  remedy  for  appealing  an  an« 
gry  God,  c3  prize  the  golpel,  and  the  precious  difco- 
Veries  thereof,  in  which  s^ll  bleiUngs  are  contained^ 
And  accept  of  a  llain  Saviour  as  your  only  Redeemer 
from  fip  and  wrath,  from  hell  and  condemnation « 
And  glory  in  his  crols,  and  what  he  hath  doixe  for 
your  ledcaiptiqa  and  deli  vera  nee* 
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Of  Christ^/  Intercession.  * 

The  fecohd  part  of  our  Lord's  prieftly  office  is  h{9 
interceding  for  his  people,  viz.  all  thofe  for  \7h0m  he 
fatisfied  divine  juftice.  As  his  interceflion  is  founded 
upon  his  making  fatisfadion  to  law  and  juftice  for 
their  fins^  and  plainly  fupppfcs  his  haying  ottered  hini- 
ielf  a  facrifice  in  their  name  and  ftead,  fp  the  obje^ 
thereof  nmft  be  the  fame.  As  he  died  only  for  thofe 
for  whom  he  intercedes,  fo  he  intercedes  for  none  but 
fuch  as  he  ihed  bis  precious  blood  for^  as  h<^s  been 
Ihewn  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  difcourfe.  ^ 
In  difcourfing  further  from  thi^  point,  I  fhall  Ihew, 

1.  The  different  periods  of  our  Lord's  interceffion^ 

2.  Wherein  his  interceflion  confifts. 

3.  The  neceffity  xA  it. 

4.  Deduce  ap  inference  qr  two. 

Fir  ft  ^  We  may  confider  the  periods  of  our  Lord's 
interceflion.  And  this  may  be  taken  up  in  a  threes 
fold  period  of  time  wherein  it  was  made,  viz.  before 
his  incarnation,  during  the  ftate  of  his  humiliatioUi 
and  now  in  his  exalted  ftate, 

I.  thrift  interceded  for  his  church  and  pepple  be- 
fore his  manifeftatipn  in  the  flefh.  Though  this  office 
be  mbft  eminently  perfprmed  lince  the  unipn  of  the 
divine  and  human  natures  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift^ 
yet  it  was  alfo  effeclually  performed  by  Jiim  before  hi^ 
afl'umption  of  ovir  flelh.  He  interpofed  then  by  virtue 
of  his  engagement  to  nialce  his  foul  an  offering  for 
iiri  ;  and  he  intercedes  now  by  virtue  of  his  aftual  per- 
formance of  that  engagement.  As  he  was \z  Lamk 
Jiain  from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  fo  by  that  fame 
reafoii  he  was  an  Advocate  pleading  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world. .  It  was  through  the  merciful  inter- 
pofition,bf  theSon  of  Gocl,  in  cohfequence  of  the  co- 
venant betwixt  the  Father,  and'  him,  that  defervedi 
vengeance  canie  not  upon  the  world  for  fin  at  the  firtf 
commtffion  of  it.  We  find  him  in  the  Old  Teftament 
pleading  for  the  church  long  before  heaffumed  the  hu^ 
man  nature,  Zech,  i*  12.  arid  the  faints  making  ufe 
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of  Chrift's  name  in  their  prayers  to  God  long  before  hp 
was  born,  Dan.  ix.  17.  Thus  his  interceffion  began  in 
heaven  thoufands  of  years  before  his  abode  on  earth. 

2.  He  interceded  for  his  people  in  his  ftate  of  abafe- 
ment  and  humiliation :  Heb.  i.  7.  In  the  days  of  his 
fiejb  be  offered  up  prayers  and  fuppHcations  to  God  with 
Jlrong  cries  and  tears.  This  manner  of  interceffion 
was  fuitableand  congruous  to  his  abafed  ftate.  Tho' 
he  was  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men,  a  man  ^f  for- 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  yet  his  interceffion 
^vas  not  lefs  prevalent  with  God,  for  he  was  heard  in 
that  he  feared.  Ye  may  fee  with  what  majefty  and 
authority  he  prayed  on  the  behalf  of  all  the  ele6t, 
John  xvii.  24.  Father^  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou 
hafl  given  me^  he  with  me  where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  he* 
hold  my  glory  which  thou  haft  given  me :  for  thou  lovedft 
me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Yea,  even  when 
he  wiais  under  the  fharpeft  agonies,  when  he  was  brui- 
fed  by  God  and  broken  by  men,  groaning  under  the 
wrath  of  the  one,  and  the  wrongs  of  the  other,  he  for- 
gets not  to  put  up  petitions  for  his  crucifiers,  Luke 
ixxiii.  34.  Father^  fi^gi^^  them  ;  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do.  And  many  of  thofe  who  imbrued  their  hands 
in  his  innocent  blood,  obtained  a  gracious  pardon  thro* 
his  prevalent  interceffion. 

3.  He  is  pleading  now  for  his  people  in  heaven,  in 
his  exalted  llate.  When  he  had  offisrcd  up  himfelf  a 
facrifice  on  the  crofs,  he  afcended  into  heaven,  and 
entered  into  the  moft  holy  place,  and  theie  profecutes 
the  fame  f jit  that  he  had  commenced  on  the  earth. 
Hence  fays  the  apoftle,  Hom.  viii.  34.  //  is  Chrift  that 
died j' yea  rather^  that  is  rifen  again^  who  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  God ^  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion  for  us. 

■  ^  Secondly^  I  am  to  (hew  wherein  Chritt's  interceffion 
confifts. 

1.  He  does  not  plead  for  his  people  in  heaven,  in 
fuch  a  fupplicatory  and  humble  manner  as  he  prayed 
for  them  when  he  was  on  the  earth.  He  falls  not 
dowp  UDon  his  knees  with  a  deep  proftration  of  fouK 
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lifting  up  his  eyes  with  tears  and  ftrong  cries.  Sucb 
humble  prayers  and  fupplications  were  luited  only  to 
the  days  of  his  flefh,  when  he  appeared  in  the  form 
of  a  fervant,  and  was  found  in  the  likened  of  man ; 
but  they  do  not  become  him  now  in  his  ftate  of  glo- 
ry, when  he  is  /Iript  of  all  thofe  natural  infirmities  and 
marks  of  indigence  wherewith  he  was  clothed  in-  the  * 
world.     But,  pofitively, 

2.  His  interceffion  lies  in  the  following  things, 
iftj  In  his  appearing  ii).  heaven  in  his  people's  na« 
ture,  and  on  their  accoui^.  After  he  had  Ihed  his 
precious  blood  on  the  earth  for  the  expiation  of  their 
iin,  he  rofe  again  from  the  dead,  and  alcended  into 
heaven  as  their  Advocate  and  Interceffor,  that,  by  the 
virtue  of  his  meritorious  facrifice,  he  might  anfwer 
all  the  charges  brought  in  againft  them,  and  fue  out 
^11  the  good  things  that  belonged  to  them :  Heb.  ix. 
24.  Chrift  is  entered  into  heaven  itjelfy  now  to  appear  in ' 
the  prefence  pf  God  for  us. 

2dlyy  In  prefenting  the  memorials  of  his  death  and 
paffion  as  a  moving  plea  on  their  account.  This  was 
typified  and  prefigured  by  the  high  prieft*s  carry ipg 
the  blood  of  the  facrifice  into  the  moft  holy  place,  and 
prefenting  it  before  the  Lord,  He  was  not  to  go  in 
bef(jre  the  mercy-feat  without  it ;  and  there  was  ao  in- 
terceding but  by  virtue  of  it.  So  the  whole  power 
?ind  efficacy  of  Chrift's  interceffion  is  founded  upon 
Jiis  meritorious  fufferings.  His  foul  that  was  bruifed 
^nd  made  an  offering  tor  fin,  and  his  body  that  was 
wounded  and  broken  upon  the  crofs,  are  daily  prefent- 
ed  before  God,  and  win  remain  in  the  divine  prefence 
for  ever,  as  an  eternal  memorial  of  his  bloody  fuffer*  " 
pgs.  This  has  a  powerful  efficacy  in  prevailing  with 
God,  Hence,  by  an  ufufil  figure,  an  interceding  voice  . 
is  attributed  to  his  bipod,  Heb,  xii.  ?4.  Itfpeaketh  bei'^ 
fer  things  (han  that  of  Abel.  Chrift's  blood  fpeaks, 
though  not  vocally  and  with  oral  expreffions,  yet 
powerfully  and  efficacioufly.  It  fpeaks  in  the  famq 
i^unqcf  tiiat  Abel's  bi^ogd  did,  thpugh  pot  for  the 
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fimc  endt  this  cried  for  vengeance  upon  wicked 
Cain  that  fhed  it ;  but  that  pleads  for  mercy  and  fa* 
vour  to  all  believing  finners.  We  have  a  rare  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  efficacious  interceffion  of  Chrift  in  hea- 
ven, in  the  famflus  ftory  of  Amyntas,  who  appear- 
ed as  an  advocate  for  his  brother  ^fchylus,  who 
was  ftrongly  accufed,  and  in  great  danger  of  being 
condemned  to  die.  '  This  Amyntas  having  per- 
formed great  fervices  for  the  ftate,  and  merited 
highly  of  the  commonwealth,  in  whofe  fcrvice  one  of 
his  hands  was  cut  off  in  battle,  comes  into  the  court 
on  his  brother's  behalf,  and  (aid  nothing,  but  only 
lifted  up  his  arm,  and  (hewed  them  an  arm  without  a 
band:  which  fo  moved  them,  that  immediately  they 
acquitted  his  brother.  And  thus  you  have  Chrift  re- 
prefented  vifionally.  Rev.  v.  6.  as  {landing  between 
God  and  us.  And  I  beheld^  and  lo^  in  the  mtdft  of  the 
fhf^nt^  and  rf  the  four  heafls^  and  in  the  midft  of  the  eU 
ders  flood  a  lamb  as  it  had  been  flain^  having  feven 
herns  ^  and  feven  eyes^  which  are  the  feven  Spirits  of  God 
fent  forth  into  all  the  earth.  That  is,  he  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  bearing  in  his  glorified  body  the  marks  of  Jiis 
death  and  facrifice ;  the  wounds  which  he  received  for 
his  peopfe's  ifins  on  the  earth,  are  as  it  were  ftill  vifiWe 
and  frefh  in  heaven,  as  a  prevailing  argument  with 
the  Father  to  give  forth  the  mercies  that  he  pleads  ioc 
to  them. 

jrf/y,  In  prefenting  his  will  and  defire  to  the  Father 
on  their  behalf,  not  in  a  humble  and  fupplicatory  man- 
ner, ig  the  way  of  charity,  but  by  a  claim  in  the  way 
of  juftice.  He  now  pleads  that  his  people  may  be  put  in 
full  pofleffion  cf  all  the  bleffings  which  were  purchafed 
for  them  by  his  bloody  death.  We  find  him  plead- 
ing to  this  purpofe  immediately  before  his  paffion, 
John  xvii.  t^.  forecited.  He*  minds  the  Father  as  it 
were  of  the  covenant  that  was  between  them  both, 
of  his  performing  the  condition  required  on  his  part^ 
and  fo  cUims  the  perforruaiice  of  God*s  promifc,  as  a 
debt  due  to  his  mericorigus  obedience  even  unto  dtath. 
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He  hath  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin  ;  and  therefofef 
pleads  that  he  may  Jee  his  feed^  prolong  his  days^  and- 
that  the  pkafure  of  the  Lord  may  profper  in  bis  hands. 
If.  hii.  lo,  II. 

^thiy^  In  his  prefenting  his  people's  prayers  and  p5-^ 
titioris  unto  God,  and  pleading  that  they  may  be  ac- 
cepted and  granted  for  his  fake.  Their  prayers  and 
religious  performances  are  both  impure  and  imperfed  ^ 
but  his  prec5ous  merit,  applied  by  his  powerful  in tcr- 
cefllon,  purifies  and  perfefts  them.  This  fkilful  Ad- 
vocate puts  them  in^o  form  and  language  fuitcd  to  tht 
methods  of  the  court  of  heaven,  and  by  his  great  in* 
tereft  there  procures  them  a  fpeedy  hearing.  This  wa» 
excellently  typified  by  the  high  prieft's  going  in  (before 
the  Lord  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  and  his  hand»^ 
full  of  incenfe.  After  he  had  offered  the  facrifice 
without,  he  was  to  take  his  hands  full  of  thofe  a'^oma- 
tic  drugs  of  which  the  incenfe  was  compofed,  with- 
out the  vail,  and  put  them  in  a  cenfer  of  gold  full  of 
fire^  and  cover  the  mercy-feat  with  the  nime  of  it/ 
This  was  a  figure  of  Chrift*s  interceflion  and  offering 
up  his  people  s  fervices  to  God.  He  is  the  alone  altar. 
upon  which  our  facrifices  muft  afcend  before  the  Lord 
with  a  grateful  fume  :  the  incenfe  of  his  merit  muft 
be  added  to  our  prayers,  to  make  them  afcend  before 
the  mercy- feat  as  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet-fmelling  favour.^ 
Hence  he  is  reprefenled.  Rev.  viii.  3.  as  an  angel  fland« 
ing  at  the  golden  altar  which  was  befo:  e  the  throne,' 
with  a  golden  cenfer  in  his  hand,  offering  up  the 
prayers  of  all  the  faints,  perfuming  them  with  the  in- 
cenfe that  was  given  him.  By  the  much  incenfe  men- 
tioned here,  we  are  to  underfland  the  mighty  quanti- 
ty of  merit  and  the  great  power  of  his  interceflion^ 
which  was  a  fweet  favour  to  all  his  people'^s  facrifices, 
and  renders  them  acceptable  to  God. 

Sthly^  In  his  anfwering  all  the  bills  of  indictment 
which  are  brought  in  againfi  them.  Many  times  a 
believer  is  brought  in  as  an  arraigned  criminal  before 
the  divine  tribunal,  where  Satan  appears  as  the  accu- 
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ibr.  Brings  in  the  chslrge  of  fin,  pleads  the  righteouf- 
hefs  of  the  law,  folicits  for  judgement  upon  his  accu- 
{atiohs,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  curfe  due  to  the 
crime.  Thejuftice  of  God  calls  for  vengeance,  and 
confcience  thunders  out  nothing  but  hell  and  wrath. 
Now,  While  the  believer  is  in  thefe  difinal  circumftan  * 
ces,  Chrift  fteps  in  add  anfwers  the  chairge.  He  pleads 
the  efficacy  of  his  merit  againft  the  greatnefs  of  the 
believing  iinner's  crimes,  and  his  fatista<^ion  to  juftice 
by  the  death  of  the  crofs  againft  all  the  demands  and 
tfaallenges  of  the  law.  And  thus  the  feittence  of  con- 
demnation due  unto  the  finner  for  his  fin  is  averted, 
and  a  fecitence  of  abfolution  is  pronounced,  upon  the 
merit  arid  plea  of  this  powerful  Interceffor.  Hence 
we  find  the  dpoftle  glorying  in  this,  Horn.  viii.  23.  34; 
Who  Jbalt  iaj^  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  GodU  eied  f  h 
is  God  that  jufitfietb  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is 
Chrift  thdt  died^yed  rather^  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  evett 
at  the  right  hand  of  God^  who  alfo  mdketh  intercejfton  for 
usi  SataH  may  accufe  believers  ;  but  Ghrift  can  foori 
,  iilence  him.  Thus,  when  Joftiua  the  high  prieft  ftood 
before  thd  Lord  in  6lthy  garments,  Satan  ftood  at  his 
tight  hand  to  aiceufe  him  :  but  the  angel,  namely,  thd 
arigel  of  the  covenant,  Jefus  Chrift,  interpofed,  faying, 
5%^  hord  rebuke  thee^  O  Satan^  Zech,  iii.  1.2.  Though 
their  garments  be  filthy,  yet  Chrift  can  take  them 
away,  arid  clothe  them  with  change  of  raiment;  Tho* 
iSatati  be  always  ready  to  refift  them,  yet  Chrift  ftands 
always  at  the'  right  hand  of  God  in  heaven,  to  plead 
^or  them,  atnd  fiience  Satan. 

Thirdly^  I  (hall  Ihew  fome  of  the  grounds  or  rea;- 
fons  of  out  High  Prieft's  interceflion. 

1.'  Chrift  intercedes  for  his  people,  befcaufe  he  had  a 
commiflion,  at  call,  arid  command  from  the  Father  for 
this  purpofe.  If.  xlii.  6.  t  the  Lard  have  called  thei  in 
tight eaufnef Si  So  far  was  our  mighty  Intercefibr  from 
engaging  in  this  fervice  as  an  intruder  or  ufurper,  that 
he  entered  liport  it  iiitdet  the  Warrant  of  heavcn^s 
coramiflion.    The  Lord  called  him  to  be  a  Prieft.    For 
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verily  he  glortjied  not  himfelf^  to  be  made  an  Uigh  Priejf; 
but  he  that  /aid  unto  him^  Thou  art  my  Son,  to-day  have 
I  hegotten  thee^  Heb.  v.  5,  And  as  the  Lord  called 
him  to  be  a  Prieft,  fo  to  all  the  afts  of  the  prieftly 
office*  He  called  him  to  make  his  foul  an  offering  for 
fin,  to  pour  out  his  life  unto  death,  and  to  {bed  his 
blood  for  the  fatisfacUon  of  offended  juftice.  In  a 
word,  he  called  him  to  make  intercrflion  for  tranf- 
greffors.  For  f4ys  the  Lord,  /  will  caufe  him  to  draw 
neaff  and  he  Jhall  approach  unto  me. 

2.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  they  were 
given  him  for  this  end,  John  xvii,  6.  Thine  they  wpre^ 
and  thou  gaveft  them  me.  The  eleft  that  the  Father 
gave  to  Chrill  were  his  own  three  ways.  They  were 
creatures,  and  therefore  their  life  and  being  were  de- 
rived from  him.  Tbey  were  criminals,  and  therefore 
their  life  and  being  were  forfeited  to  him.  They 
were  chofen,  and  therefore  their  living  and  being  were 
defigned  for  him.  They  were  given  to  Chrift,  that 
the  election  of  grace  might  not  be  frufirated,  that 
none  of  the  little  ones  might  periflx.  Yea,  they  were 
given  him,  that  the  undertaking  of  Chrift  might  not 
be  fruitlcfs ;  for  they  were  given  him  as  his  feed,  io 
whom  he  fliould  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fa- 
tisfied,  and  confequently  might  not  fpend  his  ftrength 
and  Ihed  his  blood  in  vain.  Now,  becaufe  the  ele£t 
were  thus  given  to  Chrift,  therefore  he  intercedes  for 
them,  John  xvii.  9.  1  pray  for  them:  I  pray  not  for  the 
ivorld^  but  for  them  which  thou  hafl  given  me^  for  they 
are  thine. 

3.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  it  is  a  fpc- 
cial  part  of  his  prieftly  ofEce  to  do  fo.  As  the  high 
prielt  under  the  law  was  not  only  to  flay  and  offer  the 
facrifice  in  the  outer  part  of  the  tabernacle,  on  the 
annivtrfaiy  day  of  expiation,  but  to  enter  with  the 
frefli  blood  into  the  lancluary,  and  fprinkle  it  feven 
times ;  and  not  only  Io,  but  was  to  bring  a  cenfer 
full  of  burning  coals  off  the  altar,  with  incenle  in 
his  hands^  to  be  put  upon  the  iue  before  the  Lord 
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within  tlie  vail,  that  fo  the  cloud  in  the  incenfe 
might  cover  the  mercy-feat:  in  like' manner,  after 
our  great  High  Prieft  had  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice 
to  God  in  his  bloody  death,  he  entered  into  heaven, 
not  only  with  his  blood,  but  with  the  incenfe  of  his 
prayers,  as  a  cloud  about  the  mercy-feat,  to  prefervc 
by  his  life  the  falvation  which  he  had  purchafed  by  his 
death.  Hence  the  apoftle  afTures  us,  that  our  falvation 
depends  upon  his  interceifion,  and  his  incerceflioa  up* 
on  his  priefthood,  Heb.  vii.  24.  25.  This  man,  becaufe 
be  continueth  ever^  ^ath  an  unchangeable  frieflhood. 
Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermofl^ 
that  come  unto  God  by  him^  filing  he  ever  livetb  to  make 
intercejjion  for  them^ 

4.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  he  was  their 
propitiation  \  for  the  efficacy  of  his  plea  depe^ids  upon 
the  value  and  virtue  of  his  facrifice.  As  the  higU 
prieft  under  the  law  could  not  enter  into  the  holy  of 
holies,  till  by  the  flaying  of  the  facrifice  he  had  blood 
to  carry  with  him ;  lb  no  more  could  our  Prieft  be  ad-- 
mitted  to  folicit  at  the  throne  of  grace,  till  by  his 
death  he  had  fatisfied  the  tribunal  of  juftice.  Thus  be- 
caufe he  paid  the  debt  as  our  Surety,  he  is  fit  to  plead 
the  payment  as  our  attorney*  What  he  finifhcd  ou 
carch,  he  continually  prefents  in  heaven.  By  ffied- 
ding  his  blood  he  made  expiation,  and  by  prefenting 
it  he  makes  interceifion.  In  the  one  he  prepared  the 
remedy,  and  iq  the  other  he  applies  it. 

5.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  his  do- 
ing fo  is  one  of  the  great  ends  of  his  afcenfion  and , 
iemon  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  In  his  incarnation  he 
came  down  from  the  Father  to  acquaint  us  wicb  his 
^acious  purpofes,  and  how  far  he  had  agreed  with 
God  on  our  behalf;  and  at  his  afcenfion  he  went  from 
us  to  the  Father,  to  fue  out  the  benefits  which  he  had 
fo  dearly  purchafed.  He  drew  up  an  s^nfwer  upon 
the  crofs  to  the  bill  that  fin,  by  yirtu^c  of  the  law,  had 
drawn  againft  us,  and  afcended  to  heaven  as  an  Ad« 
vocatc  to  plead  that  anfwer  upon  his  throae^  auU  (4 
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rejoin  Jto  all  the  replies  againft  it.  And  therefore  the 
apoftie  tells  us,  that  he  is  entered  into  heaveriy  to  appear 
in  the  frefence  of  God  for  usy  Heb.  ix*  24^ 

6.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  of  that 
matchlefs  and  amazing  love  which  he  bears  to  them. 
He  loves  them  withl  a  love  infinitely  tranfciending  the 
reach  of  human  or  angelic  conception ;  he  loves  them 
^ith  a  love  that  knows  neither  height  nor  depths 
breadth  ipr  length,  but  is  abfolutely  incompreheniiblc^ 
His  love'  to  them  brought  him  dowp  froni  heaven^ 
and  made  him  willingly  undergo  all  thofe  fprrows  aiia 
iufFcrings,  which  like  impetuous  torrents  poured  in 
upon  him.  And  certainly  feeing  in  his  love  and  in 
his  pity  he  purchafed  eternal  re(iemption  for  them,  he 
will  never  ceafe  to  pjead  for  the  application  of  it  to 
them.  Seeing  in  fuch  plentiful  ftxeams  he  ihed  hi^ 
precious  blood  to  fave  them,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
that  he  will  fpare  his  prayers  for  them. 

7.  He  intercedes  for  his  people,  becaufe  this  fervioa 
of  love  is  that  wherein  he  takes  the  greateft  delight 
and  pleafure.  Before  time  exifted,  his  delights  were 
with  the  fons  of  men ;  and  when  the  fulnefs  of  time 
did  da\yn,  he  faid,  £(?,  /  co7ne^  Sec.  He  had  a  delight 
to  live  with  the  fons  of  men,  and  to  die  for  them. 
And  no  fooner  docs  he  enter  heaven,  after  his  death 
and  refurreclion,  but  there  be  delight3  to  aft  on  their 
account,. to  plead  their  caufe,  and  to  intercede  for  al| 
the  bleffing'3  of  his  purchafe  to  them.  This  is  the  will 
of  the  Father,  and  he  delights  to  do  it. 

J  conclude  all  with  an  inference  or  two. 

1.  How  wonderful  is  the  love  of  God  in  appointing 
an  Interceflbr  for  us,  not  ^n  angel,  but  his  own  bclo-i 
ved  Son  !  Were  we  left  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  owa 
pleas,  oqr  leaft  fins  would  ruin  us,  and  all  the  grounds, 
of  interceffion  we  could  plead  upon  woqld  be  rejeded, 
as  unworthy  of  acceptance  before  the  throne  pf  God^, 

2.  How  wonderful  is  the  love  of  our  Redeemer,  in 
condeicending  to  acl  fo  friendly  apart  to  us,  notwith- 
j[landipg  all  our  unwortliinefs,  and  foul  mifcarriage^. 
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againft  him !  How  fhould  it  fill  our  heartfs  with  won- 
der, that  he  who  is  our  Judge,  fliould  take  upon  him 
to  manage  our  caufe  in  the  court  of  heaven  ;  that  he 
who  has  a  mouth  to  condemn  us,  and  wrath  to  con- 
fume  us  for  our  fins,  Ihould  bind  the  arms  of  his 
wrath,  and  employ  his  tongue  to  folicit  our  caufe,  and 
procure  us  the  richeil  bleflings  ! 

3^  Then  true  believers  have  a  friend  in  the  court  of 
heaven,  who  is  agen ting,  their  caufe,  managing  their 
concerns,  and  will  make  all  things  work  together  for 
their  good.  \Vhat6ver  their  caufe  be,  and  however 
fearful  they  may  be  about  the  iffue  of  it,  all  {hall  go 
right  at  length,  through  the  rntercft  of  their  mighty 
Interceflbr. 

4*  Believers  cannot  finally  niifcarry  and  utterly  fall 
away :  for  they  fhall  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  falvation.  Their  Redeemer  ever 
liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  them.  So  that  neither 
their  own  fins,  nor  all  the  temptations  of  Satan,  nor 
the  frowns  or  allurements  of  the  world,  fhall  ever 
prevail  to  make  them  fall  from  their  ftedfaftncfs,  or 
from  the  favour  of  God :  for  Chrift  as  their  High  Prieft 
hath  died  for  their  fins,  and  will  never  intermit  hijy 
fuits  to  God  in  their  behalf  till  they  be  fafcly  brought 
to  glory. 

5.  Lajlly^  Employ  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  your 
High  Prieft  to  bring  you  to  God,  depending  on  his 
merit  as  the  ground  of  the  expiation  of  your  guilt, 
and  giving  you  a  title  unto  eternal  life.  And  make 
nfe  of  him  as  your  Advocate  with  the  Father,  to  pro- 
cure you  all  the  bleflings  you  ftand  in  need  of  for  time 
and  eternity. 
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Psalm  ii.  6. 

'  Tet  have  f  fet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion* 

THE  New  Teftament  leaves  us  no  ground  to 
doubt  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  being  the  per-, 
fon  here  fpoke  of,  as  feveral  paflages  in  this  pfalm  are 
exprefsly  therein  applied  to  hioi.  The  words  contain 
^  direcl  afiertion  of  Chrift's  being  appointed  King  of' 
Zion,  his  fpiritual  kingdom.     Therein  we  have, 

1.  His  office;  He  is  a  King^  in  vetted  with  all 
power  and  princely  authority :  being  Kin^  of  kings^ 
and  LjQrd  of  lords  ;  yea,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  ths 
jearth.  And  this  nam;  he  hath  written  on  hib  veJllure 
and  on  his  thigh,  Rev,  xix.  i^. 

2.  His  kingdom,  over  which  he  rules,  the  holy  hill 
§f  Zion  ;  which  was  an  eminent  type*  of  the  gofpel* 
church,  and  is  called  holy^  becaufe  the  temple,  the 
houfe  of  God,  was  built  upon  it. 

3 .  His  right  to  this  kingdom ;  /  have  fet  him  my  Ring^ 
fays  Jehovah.  The  Father  hath  placed  him  in  that 
office,  giving  him,  as  God-man,  Mediator,  all  power 
in  heaven  and  in  earthy  He  is  given  to  be  head  over  all 
things  to  the  church. 

4^  The  ftability  of  this  kingdom  againft  all  attempts 
made  to  oppofe  or  deftroy  it,  Tet  have  I  fet  my  Knig^  Sec, 
7  hough  enemies  roar  and  rage,  and  leave  no  means 
uneffayed  to  hinder  •  the  ereftion  and  eftablifhment 
thereof ;  yet  all  their  plots  fliall  be  unfuccefsful,  and 
'41  their  deliberations  ihall  niifcarry,  1  have  fet  him 
as  King,  and  will  maintain  his  throne« 

The  doctrinal  propoiition  arifing  from  the  words  is^ 

PocT.  Chrjjl  executes  the  office  of  a  King* 

la  difcourling  from  this  doctrine,  I  fliall  ihew, 

I.  That  Chrilt  is  a  King. 

II.  What  Ibrt  of  ^  kipg(iom  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
isf 
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III.  The  afts  of  his  fcingly  office. 

IV.  The  properties  of  this  King. 

V.  Lajifyy  Deduce  feme  inferences  for  application* 

!•  I  am  to  fhew  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  King. 
This  will  appear,  if  ye  conlider, 

1.  That  he  was  prophefied  of  in  the  Old  TeftslnieBt 
under  this  character.  Thus  old  Jacob  on  his  death* 
bed  fays  of  him.  Gen.  xlix.  lo.  The  fceptre  JbalL  not 
depart  from  Judah^  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feetf 
until  Shiloh  come*  And  fays  the  evangelical  prophet^ 
If.  xi.  I .  J .  3*  There  Jball  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  flem 
cf  Jejfe^  arid  a  branch  fhall  groxv  out  of  his  roots.  And 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhall  refl  upon  him,  the  fpirit  of 
-wifdom  and  underjlandingj  the  fpirit  of  counf el  and  mighty 
the  fpirit  of  knowledge  j  and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord :  and 

Jhalt  make  him  of  quick  under/landing  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  he  fhall  not  judge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes^ 
fieither  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears. 

2.  That  he  was  of  old  promifed  to  his  people  under 

this  notion:  If.  ix.  6.  7.  Unto  us  a  child  is  born^  unto 

us  a  Son  is  given,  and  the  government  fhall  be  upon  his 

Jhoulder :  and  his  name  fhall  be  called  Wonderful,  CounfeU 

lor^  The  mighty  God,  The  everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of 
Peace.  Of  the  increafe  of  his  government  and  peace  there 
Jb^ll  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his 
kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  ejlablijh  it  with  judgement  and 
with  juftice,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever.  Zech.  ix.  9. 
Rejoice  grecitly^  0  daughter  of  Zion  ;  jhout,  0  daughter  of 
Jerufalem  :  behold,  thy  King  comet b  unto  thee :  he  /j  jujij 
and  having  falvation,  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  afs,  and 
upon  a  colt  the  fole  of  an  afs.  Micah  v.  2 .  Out  of  thee 
Jhall  he  come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  Ruler  in  Ifrael.  He 
is  called  the  King  by  way  of  eminency.  Cant*  i,  4.  The 
King  hath  brought  me  into  the  banqueting^  houfe.  Elzek. 
xxxiv.  2^.  7  the  Lord  will  be  their  God,  and  my  fervant 
David  a  prince  among  them.  That  he  fliould  be  a  Kini?;, 
was  declared  to  his  moiher,  by  the  aqgel,  before  his 
conception  in  her  womb,  Luke  i.  32.  33.  He  flmll  be 
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great ^  and  Jhall  be  calUd  the  Son  of  the  Higbeji  ;  dnd 
the  Lord  God  Jhall  give  unto  him  the  throne  of  his  fw 
ther  David.  And  he  Jhdll  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob 
for  ever  J  and  of  his  kingdom  there  Jhall  he  no  end. .  And 
hence  he  is  called  King  of  iifigSy  and  Lord  of  lords^ 
Rev.  xvii,  14. 

3*  Yhat  he  has  all  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  tie  hai 
a  fword  :  hence  it  is  faid,  Pfal.  xlv.  g.  Gird  thy  fword 
upon  thy  thigh^  0  thou  Mofl  Mighty.  By  this  we  are  to 
underftand  th«  word  of  God,  which  is  the  great  inftru« 
ment  by  which  he  maintains  and  propagates  the  glorjr 
and  honour  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world. — A  iceptre^ 
which  is  another  badge  of  royal  majefty ;  Heb.  i.  8i 
A  fceptre  of  right eoufnefs  is  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom^ 
By  this  we  are  to  nnderiland  his  Spirit,  which  he  puti 
forth  in  the  government  of  the  world,  and  in  his  6pera« 
tions  of  grace  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  guiding  and 
conforming  them  through  his  word  and  ordinancei 
to  the  holy  will  of  God. — A  crown.  It  is  faid.  Rev* 
vi.  2.  that  a  crown  was  given  Bim^  and  he  went  forth  con^ 
quering^  and  to  conquer^  And  we  read  of  a  crowa 
wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his 
efpoufals^  Cant.iii.  1 1. — An  efciitchcon,  or  coat  of  arms* 
He  bears  the  lion  in  his  arms  ;  hence  called  the  Lien  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah^  Rev.  v.  5.  which  imports  that  he 
lliould  be  a  great  conqueror  and  a  victorious  King; — ^ 
A  throne,  Heb.  i.  8.  Thy  throne^  0  God,  is  for  e'Ver  and 
ever.-^Sub]cc\ty  over  whom  he  rules,  even  all  the 
creatures  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  Pfah  ii.  9.  His  king- 
dom ruhth  over  all,  Pfah  ciii.  19,  All  the  angels  of 
h-jdven  have  ta?.cn  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him, 
Heb.  i.  6.  Let  all  the  angels  of  God  worpip  hinu  More 
efpecially  he  rules  in  the  church.  God  the  Father  has 
fet  the  crov/n  on  his  head,  and  he  holds  it  by  imme- 
diate tenure  from  heaven.— He  enacts  laws,  which  all 
his  fubjects  are  bound  to  obey*  His  laws  are  contain- 
ed in  his  word,  and  they  reach  both  the  outward  and 
the  inward  man. 

4.  That  he  Icaled  this  truth  with  his  precious  blood. 
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When  Pilate  alked  him,  Art  thou  a  King  then?  he 
anfwercd,  T^hou  fayeft  that  I  am  a  King.  To  this  end 
was  I  borHj  and  for  this  caufe  came  I  into  the  world. 
On  this  account  it  is  faid  of  him,  that  befoi^e  Pontius 
Pilate  he  ivitnejfed  a  good  confejfton^   i  Tim.  vi.  13, 

From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  our  Lord  Jefas 
is  a  King.  Yea^  he  is  King  of  kinr^s,  and  hath  a 
pre-eminence  over  them  all ;  and  therefore  he  is  call- 
ed the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  And  indeed  he 
muft  needs  be  fo;  for  it  is  by  him  that,  kings  reign 
and  princes  decree  juftice.  They  all  hold  their  crowns 
by  immediate  tenure  from  this  great  King.  And  he 
infinitely  outvies  thpm  all ;  having  the  highefl:  throne, 
the  largeil  dominions,  and  tlie  longed  poficilion. 

II.  I  proceed  to  fliew  the  nature  of  Chrift's  king- 
dom, or  what  fort  of  a  kingdom  it  is.  Chriil  has  a 
twofold  kingdom. 

1.  An  effential  kingdom.  He  is  Lord  and  King 
over  all  the  creatures  by  nature,  inafmuch  as  he  is  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  equal  with  his  Father  in  all  things. 
In  this  refpecl  he  has  an  univerfal  empire,  which  ex* 
tends  over  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  yea  and  to 
hell  itfelf.  He  is  the  fole  Monarch  of  the  whole  world ; 
and  all  the  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth  arc  but 
his  vicegerents,  that  govern  under,  and  fliould  rule  for 
him.  He  is  the  blefjei  and  only  Potentate^  the  King  of 
kings^  and  Lord  of  lords ^  as  the  apoftlcilyles  him,  i  Tim. 
vi.  15. 

2.  He  has  an  oeconomical  or  mediatory  kingdom. 
•Originally,  the  kingdom  belongs  to  him  as  God,  and 
derivatively  it  belongs  to  him  as  God-man  and  Me- 
diator. H«is  conllituted  King  by  divine  appointment 
and  inftitution,  /  have  fet  viy  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion.  He  is  inverted  with  authority  over  all  the  crea- 
tures ;  hence  it  is  faid,  Eph,  i.  22.  God  hath  put  all 
things  under  his  feet.  He  rules  from  fca,to  fea,  and  to 
the  ends  of  all  the  earth,  yea  to  the  utmoR  bounds  of 
(yod's  creation.     He  hath  given  him  foiver  over  all /]ejhj 
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as  this  king  Iiimfclf  fays,  John  xvii,  2.  All  things  are 
fubjecl  to  his  government,  and  ready  to  fulfil  his  plea<* 
fare,  when  he  iflues  his  word  of  command. 

The  church  is  f>is  peculiar  and  fpecial  kingdom. 
God  hath  given  hi?n  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the 
churchy  Eph.i.  22.  This  kingdom  is  a  fpiritual  king- 
dom :  hence  he  fays,  My  kingdom  is  not  cf  this  worlds 
John  xviii.  36.  The  King  thereof  appeared  not  ia 
worldly  pomp  and  grandeur,  attended  with  a  fplen- 
did  equipage,  furrounded  with  armed  guards,  or  ha- 
ving a  brilliant  and  magnificent  court,  but  in  fpiritual 
fplendor,  fuiied  to  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  Zech. 
ix.  9.  forecited.  His  throne  is  in  the  heavens,  not  on 
earth,  Pfal.  ex.  i»  His  fceptre  is  a  fpiritual  one,  the 
word  of  God,  which  he  wields  for  the  good  of  his 
people;  it  is  the  rod  of  his  ftrength,  which  he  fends 
out  otAton,  and  by  the  inftrumentality  of  it  he  mikes 
them  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  Pfal.  ex*  2.  3. 
Compare  If.  ii.  3.  Out  of  Zion  Jhall  go  forth  the  law^ 
and  the  ivord  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem.  The  fub- 
jecls  of  this  kingdom  are  fpiritual  men,  born  of  God, 
begotten  of  the  word  of  truth,  the  incorruptible  feed 
ot  the  word,  John  i.  12.  The  way  of  its  adminiftra- 
tion  is  fpiritual,  reacliing  neither  mens  bodies  nor 
purfes,  but  their  confciences  ;  the  weapons  of  it  not  be* 
ing  carnal^  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down 
of  Jlrong  holds,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  Its  laws  are  fpiritual, 
reaching  the  innermoft  parts  of  the  heart ;  and  the 
benefits  of  it  are  fpiritual,  righteoufnefs,  peace,  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  &c. 

The  adniinillration  of  his  government  with  refpeft   ■ 
to  this  kingdom  is  either  external  or  internal. 

I.  It  is  external ;  and  that  again  is  cither  more  ge- 
neral or  more  particular.  (i.J  More  general,  in  the 
courfc  of  his  providence.  He  as  Mediator  has  a  pro- 
vidential influence  on  all  the  aflaiis  ot  this  world,  or- 
dering and  determining  them  to  the  I'pecial  benefit  and 
intercil  o[  his  people.  Hence  it  is,  that  all  things 
woik  together  for  the  good  of  tUoie  who  love  God. 
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We  have  an  admirable  fcheme  of  divine  providence  in 
£zek.  i.  There  you  may  fee  how  all  the  wheels,  /•  c. 
motions  and  revolutions  here  in  this  inferior  world, 
a,re  guided  and  directed  by  the  Spirit  that  is  in  them  ; 
and  in  verfe  26.  it  is  all  run  up  into  the  fupreme 
caufe :  there  you  find  one  like  the  Son  of  man,  which 
is  Jefus  Chrift,  fitting  upon  the  throne,  and  giving 
forth  orders  for  the  government  of  all.  (2.)  It  n 
more  particular,  in  his  appointing  laws,  ordinances, 
and  officers  in  his  church,  to  manage  and  govern  it, 
and  to  inflict  cenfqres  upon  fcandalous  offenders. 

2.  Ic  is  internal,  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  He 
fubdues  therti  to  himfdf  in  a  day  of  power,  writes 
his  laws  upon  their  hearts,  and  rules  and  governs 
them^  In  this  relpecl  it  is  faid,  Lukexvii.  2r.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.  Theie  he  fits  enthro- 
ned King,  andfways  his  royal  fceptre»  But  mcic  of 
this  anon. 

III.  The  a6ts  of  Chrift's  kingly  office  may  be  redu- 
ced  to  thefe  heads,  viz.  fubduing  finners  to  hinWeif, 
ruling  and  governing  theoi,  defending  and  proteding 
them,  reilrainiug  his^^jMl  and  their  enemies,  and  con- 
quering them.  Of  3Ri  of  thefe  I  Ihall  treat  in  or- 
der. 

jFiV/?,  Chrift  exercifcs  hi^  kingly  office  in  fubduing  a 

people  to  hirafelf,  making  them  willing  in  the  day  oi 

his  power  to  fubniit  to.  his  authority  and  fceptre,  Pfal, 

ex.  3,.  and  fo  fubjecling  them  to.  him  as  willjng  fub- 

jecls.     For  this  end  Qonfid^r, 

I.  That  the  great  delign  of  Chrill*s  kiiigl/  office  as 
Mediator  is  to  raife  up  to  himfelf  a  kingdom  in  the 
Ik^wcIs  of  the  kingdojns  of  the  earth,  Acls  xv.^  14.  and 
10  make  the  fubgects  of  men  the  fubjects  of  the  di- 
vine Mediator.  So  that  thofe  who  will  not  aljow  a 
fpiritual  kingdom  wifhiu.  a  temporal  one,  i^iufc  Chrift 
to  be  King^ 

7^.  Our  Lord  has  a  right  to  this  kingdom,  having 
pur^^hftfed  it  with  his  bloo^  AcT;s.xx.,  2  8.     tic  coi^g* 
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not  without  a  title  to  conquer,  but  has  the  title  of  his 
Father's  gift,  and  his  own  purchafe.  Ere  he  could 
attain  to  the  poffeffion  of  this  kingdom,  he  behoved 
to  Iwim  through  a  fea  of  bloody  fiifFerings,  and  he 
purchafcd  every  fubjecl  with  the  immenfe  price  of  his 
precious  blood.     Thus  his  title  is  indefcafible. 

3,  Though  our  Lord  has  this  juft  right  to  the  king- 
dom, yet  his  fubjecls  have  fworn  allegiance  to  the 
prince  of  darknefs,  and  are  in  adlual  rebellion  againft 
him.  That  is  the  common  character  of  them  which 
we  have  Tit.  iii.  :?•  We  ourfehes  alfo  were  fometimes  fool* 
JiJIfj  difobedient,  deceived,  ferving  divers  lu/is  and  plea- 
fures,  /ivi?2g  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful,  and  hating  one 
another.  i\nd  they  will  never  yield  to  him,  till  they 
be  overcome  by  his  mighty  power.  He  gets  no  fub- 
jecls  but  by  llrpke  of  fword,  and  the  exertion  of 
the  fame  power  that  was  put  forth  in  his  own  refur- 
rection. 

/\.  Chrift  as  a  King  doth  by  power  overcome  them 
at  length,' and  makes  them  willingly  fubmit  to  him, 
renounce  obedience  to  the  devil,  the  world,  and  their 
own  bafe  lulls,  his  enemies,  and  caufes  them  chcarfuUy 
floop  to  the  yoke  of  his  obe^nce,  and  to  fay,  as  If, 
xxvi.  13.  0  Lord  our  Gad,  other  lords  befules  thee  have 
had  dominion  over  lis  :  but  by  thee  only  zuill  we  make  merh 
tion  of  thy  name. 

5.  The  weapons  wherewith  Chrift  fubdues  his  fuh- 
jects  are  his  word  and  Spirit,  whereby  they  are  effec- 
tually convinced  of  their  fin  and  rebellion,  and  redu- 
ced to  fubjeclion  to  him.  The  word  is  the  rod  of 
his  power,  by  which  he  has  fubdued  nations  to  him- 
felf.  It  was  by  this  word  that  in  the  primitive  timei 
he  ovcrlurned  the  empire  of  the  devil,  filenced  the 
Heathen  oracles,  and  demoliflied  the  Pagan  idolatrous 
worfliipf  And  bccaufe  the  word  .comes  to  many  with- 
out the  Spirit,  therefore  Chrift  has  many  fuhjecls  in 
appearance  only,  mere  pretenders  to  loyalty  to  him  ; 
they  are  really  the  fubjefts  of  Satan,  and  only  fdga 
fubiaiflion  to  Zion's  King.    But  where  the  Spirit  comeji. 
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With  the  word,  there  the  heart  is  fubjcfted  to  Chrift 
in  very  deed,  2  Cor.  x.  4. ;  and  Chrift  has  a  kingdom 
not  only  among  them,  but  within  them. 

Secondly^  Chrift  exercifes  his  kingly  office  in  ruling 
and  governing  his  fubjecls.  No  kingdom  can  be  with- 
out a  government ;  and  Chrift's  kingdom  muft  needs 
be  anorderly  kingdom,  which  he  himfelf  governs  as 
the  fupreme  Head  and  Monarch,     Now, 

I.  Forafmuch  as  the  church  is  a  vifible  fociety  on 
earth,  whofe  bead  is  in  heaven,  Chrift  governs  them 
externally. 

(1.)  Giving  them  laws  according  to  which  they  arc 
to  demean  themfelves  every  way  towards  God  and  to- 
vrards  their  neighbour.  If.  xxxii.  22.  The  Lord  is  our 
Lawgiver.  Thofe  laws  which  are  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift,  are  written  in  the  Bible,  and  arc 
a  tranfcript  of  his  perfeclions,  and  derive  all  their  au- 
thority and  vigour  from  him  alone,  and  not  from  the 
church,  or  any  body  of  men  whatever.  And  none 
have  power  to  add  to,  or  diminifli  from  the  laws  of 
this  great  King. 

(2.)  He  gives  them  officers,  in  whofe  hands  he  has 
lodged  this  government,  who  are  to  be  accountable  to 
hifn  for  their  adminiftration,  on  whom  they  depend, 
and  from  whom  they  derive  their  power.  Thefe  are 
neither*  Pope  nor  prelates,  none  of  thefe  being  officers 
of  Chrift's. appointment ;  nor  yet  the  civil  magiftrate, 
^vho  as  fuch  is  not  fo  much  as  a  member  of  the  church  j 
and  while  there  were  no  magiftrates  but  what  were  e- 
nemies  to  the  church  and  the  caufe  of  Chriit,  yet 
Chrift  appointed  a  government  therein,  as  appears 
from  I 'Cor.  xii.  28.  God  hath  fet  fane  in  the  churchy 
Jirfl  apojlles^  fecondarily  prophets^  thirdly  teachers^  after 
that  miracles^  then  gifts  of  healings^  helps ^  government i^ 
diverjities.  of  tongues.  But  thefe  officers  are  preaching 
and  ruling  elders,  as  is  clear  from  what  the  apolUc 
.fays,  I  Tim.  v.  17.  Let  the  elders  that  ride  vuell^  be 
counted  worthy  of  double  honour^  efpccicilty  they  v^ho  labour 
\n  the  word  and  dodrin^. 
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•f  tht  Laodlccans  he  fays,  Rev.  iii.  1 9.  As  many  as  I 
kce^  I  rebuke  and  cbajlen. 

Thirdly^  Chrift  executes  his  kingly  office  in  defend- 
bg  his  people.  The  kingdom  of  Chrid  always  had, 
and  ever  will  have  many  enemies,  who  will  continu- 
ally be  within  bowfhot  of  its  fubjeds.-  Thefe  ene- 
mies are  the  devil,  the  flefli,  the  world,  and  death* 
^  Chrift  defends  againft  thefe,  as  a  king  defends  hi» 
;    fubjects. 

I-  By  preferving  his  church  in  being,  notwithftand- 
bg  all  the  cunning  and  furious  attempts  of  enemies 
to  dcftroy  her.  Hence  the  bu(h,  though  it  burn,  will 
not  confume.  Of  her  he  fays,  If.  xxvii.  3.  I  the  Lord 
do  keep  it : — left  any  hurt  ity  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day. 
And  he  keeps  every  particular  believer,  fo  as  they  ne- 
ver totally  and  finally  fall  away,  John  x.  28.  I  give 
tnto  them  eternal  life^  fays  he :  and  they  Jball  never  pe^ 
fifiy  neither  /ball  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand. 

2.  By  giving  them  ncceffary  fupport  and  help  under 
all  fufFerings,  troubles,  and  temptations,  never  leaving 
them,  no  not  at  the  hour  of  death.  Hence  it  is  faid. 
If.  Ixiii.  9.  In  all  their  affliction  he  was  afflided^  and 
the  angel  of  his  pr  fence  faved  them  :  in  his  love  and  in 
his  pity  he  redeemed  them^  and  he  bare  them,  and  carried 
them  all  the  days  of  old.  i  Cor.  x.  13.  There  hath  no  temp- 
tafion  taken  you,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man  :  but  God 
if  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  be  tempted  above 
that  ye  are  able  ;  but  will  with  the  temptation  aljo  make 
a  way  to  efcape,  that  ye  may  he  able  to  bectr  it.  For  thia 
he  makes  ule  of  the  angels  as  he  will,  they  being  all 
minijlering  fpirits,  feftt  forth  to  minifter  for  them  who 
Jball  be  heirs  of  Jalvation,  Heb.  i.  14.  And  he  can  em- 
ploy men,  even  the  worfl:  of  men,  rn  that  fcr\  ice  : 
hence  the  earth  helped  the  woman,  and  opened  her 
mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  the  flood  which  the  dragon 
^aft  out  of  hrs  mouth,  Rev.  xii.  16. 

Fourthly^  Chrill  executes  his  kingly  oHije  in  re- 
training his  enemies,  and  thofeof  his  people.  While 
ihjugh  their  power  remains  with  them  to  annoy  his 
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people,  yet  he  fets  bounds  to  them,  over  which  they 
cannot  pafs  :  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  lo.  Surtly  the  wrath  of  man  ' 
Jhallpraifc  the^^  fays  the  pfalmift :  the  remainder  of  wrath 
Jhalt  thou  reftrain.  Chrift  has  all  his  and  his  people's 
enemies  outward  and  inward  ;n  a  chain  ;  and  no  far- 
ther can  they  go  than  he  is  pleafed  to  let  out  a  link  to 
them.  If  it  were  not  fo,  all  would  quickly  be  over- 
run ;  but  one  jot  they  cannot  go  beyond  his  permif- 
iion. 

Fifthly  and  lajlly^  Chrift  executes  his  kingly  office 
in  conquering  bis  enemies,  and  thofe  of  his  people* 
This  conqueft  is  twofold,  (i.)  When  now  he  takes 
away  their  power  in  part.  Thus  is  the  devil  conquer- 
ed already,  that  he  has  not  all  the  world  fo  at  his  will 
and  under  his  yoke  of  flavery,  as  before  the  coming 
of  Chrift,  when  he  ruled  among  the  nations  with  an 
unlimited  fway.  And  thus  the  devil  and  the  flefli  arc 
conquered  in  the  day  of  converting  grace,  when  the 
power  of  thefe  enemies  is  broken,  and  the  captives 
are  delivered  from  the  tyranny  and  bondage  in  which 
they  were  formerly  held.  Thus  the  wicked  world  is 
conquered,  when  their  rage  againft  the  people  of  God 
is  laid  afide,  and  the  church  enjoys  tranquillity  :  For  /, 
faith  the  Lord^  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  a* 
bout^  and  will  be  the  glory  in  the  midfl  of  her^  Zech. 
ii.  5.  And  death  is  conquered  when  its  tting  is  taken 
away,  which  it  is  as  to  every  believer;  fo  that  they 
can  fay,  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?  i  Cor.  xv.  55, 
(2.)  There  is  a  complete  conqueft  remaining,  which 
will  be  at  the  laft  day,  when  Chrift  will  gather  in  aU 
his  people  into  one  glorious  company,  tranfport  them 
into  thofe  manfions  of  blifs  which  he  has  prepared  for 
them,  and  i-^ign  over  them  for  ever  in  heaven  ;  when 
all  his  own  and  his  people's  enemies  are  utterly  de- 
ftroyed  from  the  prefence  of  God  and  the  glory  of  his 
power :  For  he  muft  reign  till  all  his  enemies  be  put 
under  his  feet^  i  Cor.  xv.  25.  Then  death  and  hell 
fhall  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Rev.  xx.  14.;  and 
the  devil  and  all  his  flavcs  Ihall  be  fliut  up  for  ever  in 
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tlie  infernal  Topbet.  This  fhall  be  the  mod  fignal  dir* 
play  of  the  glorious  conquefts  of  this  King,  and  the 
trophies  of  his  victory  Iball  be  the  fubjecl  of  the  fong 
of  the  redeemed  for  ever. 

This  kingdom  of  Chrift  will  be  eternal ;  Luke  i,  35. 
He  fhall  reign  &ver  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever^  and  of 
his  kingdom  there  fhall  he  no  end^  Dan,  ii.  44,  *The  God 
ef  heaven  fhall  fet^up  a  kingdom^  which  fhall  never  he 
deflroyedy'-^and  it  fhall  (land  for  ever.  It  is  true  the 
way  of  its  prefent  adminift ration  will  ccafe,  and  fo  he 
will  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  his  Father,  but  exhi- 
biting it  as  confummated  and  perfecled.  But  Ciirifl 
ihail  remain  the  King,  Head,  and  Huibind  of  his 
church  for  ever,  Rev,  xix,  7,  and  he  (hall  be  the  eter* 
nal  bond  of  uoioa  betwixt  God  and  the  faints. 

IV.  Let  us  confider  fome  of  the  properties  or  qua- 
lities of  Zion's  King. 

X.  He  is  a  King  of  ancient,  glorious,  and  honour- 
able extrad:  for  be  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's 
glory,  and  the  expreis  image  of  his  perfon.  His  go- 
ings forth  were  of  old,  from  everlafting,  And  he  is 
God  over  all,  bleffed  for  ever. 

%.  He  is  an  abfolute  king,  who  makes  laws  for  his 
fubjecb,  but  is  not  bound  by  any  himfelf.  His 
will  is  his  law,  and  he  does  without  controj  whatever 
feems  good  to  himfelf  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Yea, 
fo  uncontrollable  is  his  government,  that  qone  may 
oblige  him  to  render  a  reafon  of  hi§  actions.  Who  may 
fay  unto  him^  What  dofl  tijou  ?  But  though  Chrifl  be  an 
abfolute  monarch,  yet  his  government  is  no  way  ty- 
rannical, but  managed  according  to  the  eternal  rules 
qI  righteoufnefs,  jullice,  and  hoiinefs. 

3.  He  is  a  wife  King ;  for  he  is  the  wifdom  of  God, 
yea  God  only  wife ;  and  therefore  iu finitely  able  to 
guide  his  fubjefts  through  all  the  labyrinths  ot  danger 
and  difficulty  wherein  they  may  be  involved ;  while 
he  teaches  them  in  the  way  of  wifdom,  and  leads  them  iji 
right  paths  ;  fo  that  when  they  go^  their  fleps  fhql{  tiqj 
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be  flraitened :  and  when  they  run^  they  fiall  not  Jlumi 
hie,  Prov,  iv.  n,  12  • 

4.  Chrift  is  a  very  powerful  King ;  for  he  has  more 
than  the  fltrength  ot  an  unicorn  ;  yea,  he  has;  an  arm 
that  is  full  of  power,  being  the  Lord  of  hofts,  ftrong 
nnd  mighty  in  battle ;  and  therefqre  infinitely  able  to 
fecure  liis  fubjefts  againft  all  the  attempts  which  de- 
vils or  men  can  make  againft  them.  Yea,  fp  gjreat  is 
his  ftrength,  and  fo  mighty  is  his  power,  that  one 
angry  blaft  thereof  will  make  all  his  enemies  to  fly 
as  chaff  before  the  wind  ;  and  therefore  he  fays,  Whq 
will  ft t  the  briers  and  thorns  againft  me  in  battle  f  I  would 
go  through  them,  I  would  bufn  them  up  together.  If. 
XXV ii.  4. 

5.  Chrift  is  a  juft  King  :  Juji  and  right  is  he.  The* 
clouds  and  darkncfs  may  be  about  him,  yti  ju/iice  and 
judgement  are  the  habitation  cf  his  throne,  Pl'al.  xcvii. 

2.  So  that  his  government  is  impartially  exercifed, 
without  any  by-refpecl  to  the  great  or  the  fmall,  the 
rich  or  the  poor,  &c.  Neither  the  meannefs  of  the 
poor  and  low,  nor  the  honour  and  grcatnefs  of  the 
high  and  noble,  will  incline  him  to  do  any  thing  m  the 
leaft  inconfiftent  with  the  immutable  rules  of  perfefl; 
juftice.  He  accept eth  not  the  perfons  of  princes,  nor  re* 
gardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor :  jor  they  are  alltb\  . 
work  of  his  hands.  Job  xxxiv.  19. 

6.  Chrift  is  a  very  merciful  King.  Mercy  is  the 
prevailing  attribute  of  his  nature,  which  he  delights 
to  make  the  children  of  men  feel  the  benign  effects  of. 
U  herefore  he  has  proclaimed  hioifelf  to  be  the  Lurd,^ 
the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious.  He  does  not  will-  , 
ingly  grieve  nor  afflict  the  children  of  men.  He 
takes  no  pleafure  in  the  blood  of  his  moft  implaicabfc 
and  inveterate  foes ;  and  bears  with  a  very  tender- 
hand  upon  his  afflifted,  broken,  and  difcouraged  peo- 
ple. For  the  bruifed  reed  he  wiU  not  break,  nor 
quench  the  fmoking  flax.  He  heals  the  broken  in  . 
heart,  and  binds  up  all  their  wounds.     In  all  the  af- 
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fiiifHoDS  of  his  people  he  is  zBUx&cd ;  and  he  that  touch- 
es them,  touches  the  apple  of  his  bye. 

7.  Chrift  is  a  very  meek  and  patient  King.  Never 
any  in  the  world  could  have  borne  fuch  indignities,  or 
digefted  fuch  affronts,  as  he  has  met  with  from  fuch  of 
his  own.fubjects,  to  whom  he  has  fhewn  the  moil  dif- 
tinguifhing  kindnefs.  Had  he  not  been  thus  patient, 
JudaH  and  Ephraim  had  foon  been  unpeopled.  As  for 
tbenij  they  were  bent  to  backfliding :  though  they  called 
them  to  the  Mojl  Hlghy  none  at  all  would  exalt  him^  Hof; 
xi.  7.  Though  he  fent  many  prophets  unto  them,  call- 
ing upon  them  and  faying.  Return^  ye  backfliding  chiU 
dreuj  &c.  yet  they  did  not  regard  them.  Who  after 
this  could  imagine,  that  this  jufl  and  jealous  King 
"would  have  entertained  one  thought  of  kindnefs  to- 
wards them  ?  yet  hear  what  he  fays.  How  (hall  J  give 
thee  up^  Ephraim  ?  how  flmll  I  deliver  thee^  Ifrael  t  how 
Jhall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  how  f mil  Ifet  thee  as  Ze- 

boim  ?  mine  heart  is  turned  within  me^  my  repentings  are 
kindled  together^  ven  8. 

8.  Chrift  is  a  very  beautiful  King.  His  glory  out- 
Ihines  the  fun  in  its  full  ftrength.  The  united  con- 
ftellatlons  of  all  created  beauty  fall  infinitely  fhort  of 
his ;  for  he  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  ;  yea^ 
he  is  altogether  lovely. 

9.  Chrift  is  a  moft  hunnble  and  condefceifding 
sling :  for  he  does  not  difdain  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  meaneft  among  the  fons  of  men  :  the  beggar  will 
be  as  welcome  to  bim  as  the  prince.  The  poor  and 
the  rich  are  all  one  to  him  ;  and  he  takes  as  much  no- 
tiee  of  Job  on  the  dunghill,  as  of  David  on  the 
throne.  H,ear  what  the  prophet  in  the  name  of  this 
great  King  fays,  If^  Ixvi.  i;  ?;  Thus  faith  the  Lord^  The 
benven  is  my  throne^  and  the  earth  is  my  footftool:  where 
is  the  houfe  that  ye  build  unto  me  ?  and  where  is  the  place 
Qf  my  reft  ?  for  all  thofe  things  hath  mine  hand  made^ 
and  all  thofe  things  have  been^  faith  the  Lord:  but  to 
this  man  will  I  lock^  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of,  a  con* 
trite  fpirity  and  trenibleth  at  my  word. 

I  2 
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I  a  Chrift  is  a  very  rich  and  opulent  King. "  The 
earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs  tliereof.  He  is 
the  heir  of  all  things.  Honour  and  riches  are  with 
him,  yea  durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs.  So  that 
tbofe  who  arc  his  honed  and  faithful  fubjedb  iball  ne- 
ver want  any  thing  that  is  good  for  them.  Such  are 
the  immcnfe  treafures  and  infinite  riches  of  this  glo- 
rious King,  that  all  the  minifters  on  earth  and  all  the 
3ingels  in  heaven  cannot  poilibly  lay  them  open.  For 
can  they  grafp  the  heavens  in  their  arms,  and  the  fun 
Sn  the  hollow  of  their  hands?  can  they  weigh  the 
mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hilh  in  a  balance  r  Sup- 
pofe  they  could  do  all  this,  and  a  thoufand  times  more» 
yet  could  thev  not  give  an  account  of  the  eftate  of 
this  mighty  King.  So  that  his  fubjeds  ihall  never 
want  either  grace  or  glory. 

II.  He  is  an  immortal  and  cverlafting  King.     TJh 

heavens  and  the  earth  Jliall  perijhj  but  he  Jhall  endure; 

yea^  all  of  them  fo all  wax  old  like  a  garment ;  as  a  vefturt 

jhall  they  be  changed.     But  he  is  the  fame,  and  his  years 

Jhall  have  no  end,  Pful.  cii.  26.  27.   Though  the  beft, 

the  wifeft,  and  the  richeft  kings  upon  earth  will  die, 

and  leave  their  fubjeds  expofed  to  many  inconvenien- 

eies  confequent  on  their  death,  yet  this  King  of  Hory 

lives,  for  evermore,  and  will  rule  over  his  fubjefts 

with^juftrce,  mercy,  and  righteoufnefs,  through  all 

the  ages  of  eternity. 

It  remains  to  make  foroe  improvement  of  this  fab- 
jecT:. 

I.  The  kings  of  the  earth  have  no  ground  to  grudge 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  its  freedom  in  their  domi- 
nions ;  feeing  it  is  a  fpiritual  kingdom,  and  quite  <rf 
another  nature  than  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ;  and 
interferes  not  with  any  of  the  juft  rights  and  preroga- 
tives of  earthly  crowns.  Yet  how  fad  is  it  that  this 
kingdom  fliould  be  an  eye  fore  to  the  kings  of  the 
earth,  and  that  they  fhould  employ  their  power  to 
fupprefs  and  bear  it  dawn  ? 
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iL.  The  Pope's  fupremacy,  and  the  fuprcmacy  of 
the  magiftrate  over  all  perfoM,  and  in  all  caufes, 
whereby  they  have  been  made  heads  of  the  church,  is 
daring  blafphemy  againft  Chrift,  a  bold  ufurpation 
of  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  high  rebelKon  againft 
him,  who  wiU  not  fuffer  the  jewels  to  be  ftolenr  from 
his  crown,  to  deck  the  head  of  any  earthly  power 
whatever,  without  ihe  fevereft  teftimony  oS  hit  re« 
ic£itment«' 

3,.  There  is  a  government  of  the  chtirch  diftinft  from 
and  independent  upon  the  ctvil  government)  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  church-officers,  whereby  they  have  a 
power,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  }efiis  Chrift,  to  meeC 
m  judidatories,  tranfaA  matters  there  according  to  the 
word  and  laws  of  this  King,  to  diflfolve  their  meet- 
ings in  his  name,  to  appoint  fails  and  thankfgivings, 
as  the  ftate  of  the  church  may  require,  to  in- 
fiiA  cenfures  on  offenders,  bisd  and  loofe,  and  to  da 
every  thing  neccfiary  for  advancing  this  kingdom  ia 
a  fpiritual  way,  but  no  otherwife.  And  whoever  pre- 
fume  to  hinder  tfiem  in  thefe  acls  of  adminiitration, 
or  arrogate  any  of  them  to  thcmfelves^  are  in  fo  far 
enemies  to  Chrift  and  his  royal  prerogatives. 

4.  This  government  of  the  chnrch  is  not  alterable 
by  any  power  on  earth,  whether  civil  or  ecclefiaftic ; 
nor  have  they  that  are  intruftcd  with  it  any  power  to 
give  up  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  on  them 
by  Chrift,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoevcr.  If 
they  do  fo,  they  are  unfaithful  to  their  truft,  and 
their  conduft  will  be  highly  refented  apother  day. 

5.  None  have  "power  to  appoint  any  pieces  of  wor- 
flitp  in  the  church  that  Chrilt  has  not  appointed.  For 
he  is  the  fole  Lawgiver  of  the  church,  and  has  in  his 
word  appointed  the  platform  of  the  worfltip  which  he 
requires  his  fubjeds  to  pay  unto  him.  And  therefore 
for  any  to  appoint  ccrenjonies  and  rites  of  worfhip 
which  bear  not  the  liamp  of  hisinftitution,  aft  in  op-^ 
pofition  to  his  laws;  and  all  their  rites  are  ufclcfs  and 
unprofitable.  Equally  culpable  aie  thofe  who  pre- 
fume  to  make  any  terms  of  communion,  ox  ot  ^^iivxa^- 
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lion  to  the  ordiaances  of  the  church,  but  fuch  as  Ghnfi 
has  left  behind  him.  This  is  high  rebellion  againft 
the  Kin?  of  Zion. 

6.  The  truth  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  id  a  folid 
ground  of  fuffering,  on  which  pec^ple  may  comforta*- 
bly  lofe  whatever  is  dear  to  them  in  the  world,  knowi- 
ing  they  are  in  the  way  of  their  duty.  And  this  wad 
the  ground  of  the  fufi'crings  of  the  Lord's  people  in 
the  perfecuting  reigns  before  the  revolution,  whofa 
memory  ought  to  be  always  regarded,  for  their  zeal- 
ous and  firm  adherence  to  the  prerogatives  of  Chriil's 
kingdom » 

7.  The  church  ihall  ride  out  all  the  florms  that  can 
blow  upoii  her,  whether  from  earth  or  hell.  All  plots 

-and  contrivances  againll  her  (hall  be  defeated  in  the 
end ;  for  her  King  liveth,  and  will  never  fuffer  the 
gates  of  hell  to  prevail  againft  her.  The  crown  (hall 
iiouriih  on  his  head,  when  the  church's  enemies  fliall 
be  ruined,  and  their  kingdoms  laid  by  for  ever. 

8.  However  weak  any  poor  believer  be  amongft  ma* 
ny  enemies,  yet  the  broken  fhip  ihall  farely  come  to 
land.  The  lp:>rk  of  grace  ihall  be  preferred  amidft  an 
ocean  of  difiicuities  and  corruptions  within  or  with* 
out.  The  feed  of  grace  fown  in  the  heart  ihall  be 
maintained,  and  i'pring  up  in  the  fruits  of  holinefs* 
All  Chrifi's  honeit  fubjecls  ihall  be  kept  by  the  power 
of  God  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

9.  Whoever  they  be  that  retule  iubjeclion  to  the  or* 
dinances  and  difciplifie  of  CiiriiVs  houfe,  do  in  fo  far 
reject  Chriil  from  ruling  over  them.  Coniider  this^ 
ye  that  ncgleft  a  regular  attendance  upon  the  ordi- 
jianccs  ot  divine  initiiution,  and  will  not  iubmit  to 
ciiicipline  and  ceniure  for  j  :ur  i'candalous  and  offcn- 
live  behaviour.  Ye  are  the  enemies  or  Zion's  King, 
and  your  conducl  plainly  declares,  that  ye  will  not 
have  this  n)an  to  reign  over  you.  Repent  of  this 
your  rebellion,  othcrwiie  yc  ihall  he  iiam  as  liis  enc- 

KUCS. 
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!^^'^jd  Satan,  and  waging  war  with  your  lufts  and  all 
,    jhrift's  enemies,  to  whom  you  are  to  have  recourfc 

Hkor  help  in  all  your  difficulties  ;  even  to  your  almigh- 

"     y  King,  who  is  infinitely  able  to  help  you   in  all 
*,lraits.     Make  ufe  of  him  daily  as  your  King,  apply- 

^ing  and  trufting  to  him,  for  life,  ftrength,  defence, 

*^-ind  victory  over  all  your  enemies. 

.  1 1.  Lafily^  Ye  that  are  ftrangers  to  Chrift,  captives 
W  Satan,  and  under  a  miferable  thraldom  to  your  own 
Jnfts,  will  ye  be  perfuaded  to  come  under  the  fccptrc 
and  government  of  King  Jefus ;  take  on  his  yoke,  and 
iubjcft  yourfelves  to  him  and  his  blcffed  government. 
For  motives,  confider, 

(i.)  The  great  glory  and  dignity  of  his  perfon.  He 
is  God  equal  witii  the  Father,  the  wonder  of  men 
and  angels.  The  moft  glorious  monarch  that  c- 
verfwayed  fceptre  among  men,  is  but  like  a  worm  of 
the  earth,  or  a  defpicable  infeft  in  thfc  air,  compared 
to  him.  All  created  excellencies  fall  under  a  vail, 
when  his  glory  begins  to  Ihine. 

(2.)  He  has  the  beft  right -to  govern  your^  fouls. 
The. devil  and  your  vile  lutts  are  all  ufurpers.  But 
Chrift  is  your  rightful  Lord.  He  has  an  original  right 
to  you  as  God,  and  a  derivative  right  as  Mediator. 
He  hath  an  unqueftionable  title  by  the  grant  of  the  Fa- 
ther, Afts  ii.  36.  TM  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  knoiv  ojfured- 
ly,  that  God  hath  made  the  fame  Jefus^  whom  ye  haixe 
crucified^  bdh  Lord  and  Chrijfl.  And  he  hath  a  right  by 
his  own  merit  and  purchafe,  Uom.  xiv.  9.  For  this 
end  Chrift  both  diedy  and  rofe  again^  and  revived^  that  he 
might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.  Ye  are  his, 
whether  ye  will  or  not.  Ye  are  entirely  at  his  difpo- 
fal.  He  has  more  power  over  you  than  the  potter  has 
over  the  clay.  \ouv  own  confent  and  wiliingnels 
adds  nothing,  to  his  title ;  but  it  will  fearfully  aggra- 
vate your  fin,  if  ye  refule  it. 

(^.)  Confider  the  mifery  of  your  condition  till  once 

"  3'e  lubmit  to  him.     Ye  are  under  a  milerable  bondage 

to  the  devil  j  ye  are  flaves  to  the  prince  of  darknel&  % 
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that  fpirit  rules  in  you  that  worketh  in  all  the  chfldreti 
of  difobedience.  Your  condition  will  grow  fiill  worfc 
and  worfe^  till  it  be  incapable  of  any  further  addition 
of  mifery.  Ye  are  now  without  Gk)d,  without  the 
proniife9  of  the  covenant,  without  peace,  without  the 
pardon  of  fin«  having  no  communion  with  God,  or 
title  to  heaven^  Ye  are  flaves  to  your  fordid  lufts, 
under  the  curfe  of  the  law^  and  condemned  already* 
Whenever  ye  die  out  of  Chrifi)  ye  fhall  die  in  your 
£ns ;  and  he  that  was  your  ruler  and  leader  in  thif 
world,  will  be  both  your  companion  and  tormentor 
in  the  world  to  come.  O  fearful  condition  !  Can  ye 
lleep  quietly  in  your  chains  ?  When  ye  hear  that  Chnft 
was  anointed  by  the  Father  to  preach  good  tidings  to 
the  meek,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  captives,  and  the  o* 
pening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound ;  fhould 
not  this  mike  you  iigh,  nay  cry  through  the  grates  of 
the  prifon  to  this  glorious  Deliverer  who  ilands  at  the 
door  ?  when  ye  fee  Chrift's  ftandard  pitched  in  the 
gofpel,  and  bis  glorious  banner  difplayed  there,  will 
ye  not  repair  to  it,  aRd  lift  yourfelves  among  his  faith- 
ful fubjecls  ? 

(4.)  It  is  your  greateft  dignity  to  be  fubjecls  to 
Chrift.  Theodofius  the  Emperor  thought  it  a  greater 
honour  to  be  a  fervant  to  Chrift,  than  the  head  of  an 
empire.  Chrift's  fubjefts  are  called  veffels  of  honour, 
a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  priefthood,  an  holy  na- 
tion, &c.  They  are  confecrated  and  kt  apart  for 
God,  to  be  the  objecls  of  his  fpecial  grace,  and  the 
inftruments  of  his  glory  and  fervice  in  the  world.  This 
advanceth  them  to  great  dignity  and  hbnour.  Sub- 
jeft  yourfelves  then  to  Chrift,  and  ye  flxall  arrive  at 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  honour, 

(5.)  Hi*  government  is  moft  fwcet  and  pleafant. 
His  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  light.  His  crofs  is 
better  than  the  world's  crown.  Submit  then  to  his 
eafy  fceptre. 

(6.)  Confider  the  great  happipefs  that  will  attend  your 
(iibjecting  yoi^rfelves  to  CUrift's  gqvermcnt,     It  is  ia<- 
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troduclive  to  every  privilege,  mercy,  and  bleffing  that 
men  can  defire.  By  this  ye  will  be  delivered  from 
the  vaflalage  of  Satan,  the  fervitude  of  fin,  the  male- 
diction of  the  law,  and  danger  of  the  wrath  to  come. 
Let  this  prevail  on  you  to  fubmit  to  this  Kingv 

(7.)  By  this  ye  will  put  the  crown  upon  his  head, 
and  give  him,  the  reward  of  his  bloody  death  and  fuf- 
ferings,  when  ye  renounce  fin  and  Satan,  and  all  the 
lufls  and  idols  that  exercifed  dominion  over  you  be- 
fore, and  hetake  yourfelv^s  to  him  by  faith^  and  givp 
your  hearty  confent  that  he  Ihall  reign  in  your  foujs. 
'  (8.)  This  is  the  defign  of  all  God's  ordinances  and 
difpen&tions ;  all  the  arrows  in  the  gofpel^quiver  are 
levelled  at  this  mark ;  it  is  the  point  and  centre  into 
which  all  thefe  bleffed  lines  are  drawn.  Submit  to 
him  then,  and  difappoint  not  the  defign  of  all  his  love 
and  grace  to  poor  tinners. 

(9.)  Ye  can  have  no  favrng  benefit  by  Chrift,  un- 
lefs  ye  fubmit  to  him  as  your  King.  It  is  through  his 
kingly  office  that  all  his  other  offices  are  made  eiieclu- 
al.  All  the  Ueilings  and  benefits  of  his  purchaie  arc 
conveyed  ta  believers  this  way.  It  is  by  his  regal 
power  that  he  changes  their  natures^  powerfully  ia^ 
clines  them  to  believe  on  him,  and  to  love  and  obey 
.him.  If  ye  accept  not  of  him  as  your  King,  ye 
can  have  no  benefit  by  him  at  all.  Ye  muft  receive 
him  as  your  Lord,  as  well  as  your  Prophet  and 
Prictt. 

(10^)  Lfifilyj  If  ye  wiU  not  (loop  and  bow  to  himjp^ 
.he  will  break  you  in  pieces.  God  has  fettled  aqi  irre- 
verfible  decree,  that  to  him  every  knee  jhull  bow ;  and  if 
they  do.  it  not  chearfully  and  willingly,  they  fhiU  be 
made  to  do  it  with  force  and  coniiraint.  He  has  a  rod 
of  iron,  and  therewith  he  will  b^eak  in  pieces  the 
mightieft  potentates  af  the  earth  that  will  uot  fubject 
thenptfelves  to  him.  Hence  we  have  that  counfel  gi- 
ven them  by  the  Spirit  of  Qod,  ffal.  ii.  10.  11.  12.  Be^ 
wife  now  therefore^  0  ye  kings  :  be  inJlruCled^  ye  judges 
4^  the  earthy    SeKve  (he  hard  with  fear ^  and  rejoice  yiiilk 
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trembling.     Kifs  the  SoHj  left  he  be  an^ry^  and  y^  perijk 
from  the  way^   when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little  : 
blejfed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trufi  in  him* 


Of  Cb rift's  Humiliation ♦ 

Philippians  ii.  8. 

He  humbled  hlmfelf^  and  became  obedient  unto  d^atb^  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs. 

HA  VIJSTG  difcourfed  of  Qur  Redeemer  and  his  io^ 
carnatiorv,  and  the  feverai  offices  he  executes 
tinder  that  character,  I  come  now  (o  treat  of  bisa- 
ina^ing  hpmiliation  and  abafement,  to  whi^h  he  will- 
ingly lubmitted,  in  order  to  accompUQi  the  redemp^ 
tion  of  eled  finners.  Ihe  text  holds  forth  this  fiate 
of  humiliation. 

1.  The  voluntarinefs  of  it:  it  was  no  matter  of 
force  or  compuifion  :  He  voluntarily  hmnbled  him/elf 

2.  Ihe  nature  of  it:  it  was  obedience ^  viz.  to  the 
Father's  will>  which  comprehends  the  whol^  of  what 
Chrift  did  and  lyfl'ered  for  our  redemption, 

3.  The  depth  ot  it :  It  was  unto  death  ;  and  he  could 
go  no  lower.  As  for  the  kind  of  death,  he  humbled 
himfclf  to  the  bafcft  and  moft  humiliating  kind  of  it, 
ihe  death  of  the  crofs.  .  Under  this  is  comprehended  his 
burial,  and  continuing  for  a  time  under  the  power  of 
ileath.  Death  had  our  Redeemer  as  low  a$  it  could 
carry  him. 

4.  The  continuance  pf  this  humiliation.  IJe  had  ^ 
J  ace  thereof  fet  before  hin^,  in  which  he  continued  till 
lie  came  to  death,  as  the  end  of  it. 

Chrift's  humiliation  was  a  volunta^-y  thing ;  he  vo- 
luntarily did  and  fuffered  whatever  he  did  and  fuffer- 
cd  for  us,  Pfal.  xl.  7.  Le?,  /  come^  faid  he.     Even  i^i 
the  deepeft  points  of  his  hun.iliation,  he  was  led  as ' 
^  lamb  to  tl^  flci^ghter^  and  as  a  fieef  before  her  fkiq^ 
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trs  is  dumhy  fo  be  opened  not  his  mouthy  to  oppofe  the 
humbling  treatment  he  was  expofed  to*  Man  fell  ofF 
from  God  by  his  ambition,  and  therefore  was  Chrift 
humbled,  that  he  tliight  be  recovered  again  from  his 
mifery  to  the  favour  of  God,  and  allegiance  to  him. 

In  difcourflhg  further  from  this  fubjeclj  I  (liali  con-^ 
iider  the  fevetal  parts  of  dur  Lord^s  humiliation,  sis  they 
are  laid  down  in  the  catechifm^  ii/z.  '^  his  being  born^ 
'^  and  that  in  a  low  condition,  made  under  the  law^ 

undergoing  the  miferics  of  this  life,  the  wrath  of 

God,*  atld  the  curfed  delth  of  the  crdfs ;  his  being 
**  buried,  and  Continuing  Under  the  power  of  death 
**  for  a  time*'*  What  a  Ciatalogue  of  htimiliating  cir^ 
cumflances  is  here,  to  which  the  Son  of  God  was  fub- 
2^&td  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  !  the  confideration 
of  all  which  ihould  excite  us  to  hate  fin,  the  fatal  cauf^ 
of  all,  an4  to  endear  to  us  the  merciful  Redeemer,  who 
for  our  fake  went  through  all  this  fcene  to  accomplKh 
our  falvation. 

Fmst,  The  Son  of  God  Was  born^  and  that  in  a 
low  condition^  Here  is  a  wide  ftep  at  firft,  a  flep  from 
heaven  to  earth  ;  which  is  a  myftery  of  infinite  con- 
defcenfioni  Take  this  article  in  pieces,  and  behold 
humiliation  iii  every  points  .  The  Son  of  God  was  hum- 
bled in  his  incarnation,  his  conception,  his  birth,  and 
the  circumftances  attending  it. 

1.  The  Son  of  God  became  mail.  To  fee  a  king 
become  a  flave,  and  the  order  of  angels  degraded  in- 
to crawling  worms^  would  be  matter  of  wonder;  but  a 
greater  is  herc^  viz.  God  not  become  an  angelj  though 
that  would  have  been  infinitely  below  him,  but  a  man, 
a  fon  of  Adam,  taking  tlie  likertefs  of  finful  flefh. 
Hence  the  apoftle  cries  out  with  admiration,  i  Tim. 
iii.  16.  Great  is  the  myftery  of  godlinejs^  God  uu  t  m'ani^ 
fejl  in  the  flefh.  O  deep  humiliation  !  far  greater  than 
if  aU-the  creatures  had  been  degraded  to  the  loweft  de- 
gree of  exiftencc. 

2.  He  was  conceived  in  the  womb  of  a  finful  woman, 
ihe .virgin  M<iry,  who,  as  a  daughter  of  Adatn,.  was 
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certainly  iofeded  with  <)rigin2ll  fin  as  wdl  as^^e  reSr 
of  his  pofterity.  6  t)ie  depth  of  the  Son  of  God's  hut' 
miliation  I  U  would  have  been  low,  had  the  great 
God,  the  Creator  of  heaven  atid  earth,  pnrpoiSng  to 
become  man,  been  created  as  Adam,  as  it  were  idf 
pnce^  and  in  a  peifecl  ftate  of  manhood.  But  to  be 
copcaved  in  the  womb  of  a  woman,  was  yet  lowen* 
le  whom  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  as 
fod,  b  as  man  fbut  up  for  the  ordinary  number  of 
snonthfr  in  the  womb  of  a  woman,  whom  he  himfelf 
had  made.  His  body  was  formed  not  of  any  fubflaftcb 
feot  down  from  heaven,  but  of  hers,  a  creature ;  Ga!« 
iv«  4.  He  was  made  qJ  a  woman ;  that  is,  his  body 
was  formed  of  a  part  of  her  fubftance,  being  of  tl»  ! 
feed  of  David,  and  of  ^the  tribe  of  Judah.  He  wis  ' 
bom  of  a  finful  creature,  and  yet  without  fin }'  the 
HoiyiShoft  having  purified  it  from  all  defilement^  U 
iGod  alone  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  undeaa^ 
though  faian  cannot.  > 

\    3.  He  was  born  of  a  woman.     Had  there  beeano 
more  about  him  but  that  he  had  been  bom  of  an  em^- . 
prefs,  a  fovereign  princefs,  who  made  a  great  figure  , 
m  the  world,  it  would  have  been  very  wonderful: 
but  that  he  was  born  of  any  woman  at<dl,  be  her 
rank  in  life  what  it  will,  may  well  firike  us  with  a- 
mazement.     I  iQiall  fay  no  more  of  this,  but  that  our 
birth  is  fuch  as  the  due  confid^ration  of  it  might 
humble  us  all  our  life ;   and  yet  to  it  Chrift  humbled, 
himfelf.     O  the  depth  of  his  humiliation ! 

4.  He  was  bom  in  a  low  condition.     There  weft 
feveral  circumftances  of  the  lowed  abafement  abov^' 
the  birth  of  Chrift.     He  was  not  born  of  a  great  pHil- 
cefs,  feated  on  a  fplendid  tlirone,  and  attended  willl 
a  bri^^ant  court,  but  a  mean  woman,  though  of  thcV 
fccd-ioyal  of  David,  and  married  not  to  a  niighty  pp* 
tentate,  but  a  poor  mechanic,  a  carpenter,  Lukeil.  , 
48.;  and  that  not  in  her  own  houfe,  but  in  thatiOif^ 
another;  not  in  the  inn,  the  great  houfe  where  thic 
.  richer  and  more  noble  company  chofe  their  lodgisg^  . 
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there  being  no  room  'thefe  for  him  who  was  borni 
King  of  the  Jews,  yea  who  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  but  in  a  ftable  srmong  cattle ;  and  whea 
born,  not  clothed  with  embroidered  or  coftly  gar- 
ments, as  the  children  .  of  kijOgs  ufe  to  be,  but  fwad- 
dled  in  tattered  cloaths,  rent  pieces  of  a  garment^  as  the 
original  word  fignifies ;  and  laid  not  in  a  fervanft^s  bed 
in  the  ftablcy  but  in  a  manger,  out  of  which  the  cattle 
cat  their  provender,  inllead  of  a  cradle,  Luke  ii.  7- 
A  far  lower  flate  of  humiliation  than  moft  of  the  Tons 
and  daughters  of  Adam  are  reduced  to.  Well  may 
we  cry  out  with  aftonifhment,  How  low,  O  Son  of 
God,  waft  thou  humbled  in  every  circumftance  rela- 
ting to  thy  conception  and  birth  I  O  that  we  might 
fiudy  humility  from  thy  low  abafement! 

Secondly,  Our  Redeemer  was  made  under  the  law, 
though  he  be  Lord  of  all,  and  the  Lawgiver  unto  his 
rational  creatures.  Rebellious  man  had  Ihaken  oflF  the 
yoke  of  obedience,  and  Chrift  therefore  lays  his  neck 
iinder  it.  He  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  ceremonial  law, 
undergoing  the  painful  operation  of  circumciiion  ont 
the  eighth  day  after  his  birth,  as*  was  therein  enjoined  ; 
to  the  civil  law,  paying  tribute,  ^c.\  and  to  the  moral 
law,  obeying  ths  precepts  thereof,  and  fufFering  the 
penal  fancflion  of  it,  which  was  added  in  cafe  of  tranf- 
-greffion  by  man,  in  whofe  room  hefubftituted  himfelf. 

ir  He  fubmitted  to  ihe  preceptive  part  of  the  law 
as  a  covenant  of  works,  which  man  had  broken  :  and 
this  he  fulfilled,  fo  that  6e  was  even  fubjecl  to  Jofeph 
-his  fuppofed  father,  and  to  Mary  his  mother  according 
to  the  flefh,  Luke  ii.  51.  nay  to  every  branch  of  it, 
in  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs,  Matth*  iii.  15-  By  this 
his  obedience  the  law  was  magnified  and  made  honour- 
able, and  got  its  full  due  in  refpecl  of  active  obedience, 
which  it  could  never  have  got  from  men,  though  all 
their  pieces  of  obedience  had  been  accumulated  into 
one  fum. 

2.  He  fubmitted  to  the  threatening  or  penal  fanc- 
tion  of  the  law.   Though  there  was  no  guile  found  in, 


mdbtti)  attd  he  oWed  the  law  nbthiog,  a$betti|^tfa# 
great  Lawgiver,  yet  the  law  took  him  t^  thcrtfaroai^'  '. 
as  the  undertaker  fbr  finoem,  laying,  r4Pf  mt  wbM 
ibim  twtfl.     The  threatening  Was  enafted^  tind  hi  i 
anfweredf  it  to  a  tittle,  bearing  that  death  in  his'  foUaX  'S 
and  body  which  it  bad  threatened  on  account  df' 
fin. '  'And  thus  he  took  on  the  debt  .of  eleft  finnenu  > 
and  he  paid  it  to  the  litmoft  farthtngi    O  wohtlerfti  r 
condefceafion  in  the  Lord  and  Lawgiver  to  yiekf'o*   ! 
bedience  to  his  own  law,  that  was  m^e  for  crcat^felL  \ 
in  all  its  demands,  the  moft  rigorous  not  txcqi(»dl'  ! 
O  blefled  Iftidertaker^  who  haft  paid  all  thedcbt'!«l  ' 
bankrupt  men!  '  '^^ 

THikDLT,  He  Underwebt  the  tniferies  of  this  fifti  ^ 
ix^bich  was  infefled  with  the  plague  of  fin,  and  thtt#^ ' 
by  rendered  very  grievous  to  bear  \  and  yet  he,  tfio^-  • 
^nlefs,  hqmbled  himfelf  to  bear  the  tob:ns  tberobS  j 
As,  *-  .-    .■      '  ■  •"■  t'^-'l 

i«  Poverty  t  Though  the  foxes  had  boles,  and  the 
birds  of  the  ai^  had  nefts,  yet  he,  the  Son  of  man,  hid 
not  where  to  lay  his  head.  Adam  had  reduced  all  hil 
pofterity  to  beggary,  and  Chrift  fubmitted  to  the  p<lH. 
verty  following  it )  not  having  wherewith  to  maiii^ 
tain  hlmfelf,  but  r^ceivins;  fuppiies  from  fome  womeft 
who  miniftered  to  him  of  their  fubftance.  He  was  fin 
poor  that  he  had  not  whelrewith  to  pay  the  tribute 
a£^ed  of  him,  till  he  wrought  a  miracle  for  it.  In 
greateft  ftate^  and  when  attended  with  the  grandeft  cs- 
yalcade,  he  was  mounted  not  on  a  horfe  Snely  capii^ 
rifoncd,  but  on  a  iilly  afs,  and  that  none  of  his  owil, 
but  borrowed  from  anothen 

2.  Sorrow,  If.  liii.  j.  He  was  d  man  of  forre^Sj  and  ' 
acquainted  with  grief.  There  was  a  conftant  cloud  of  . 
forrow  on  him.  Once  we  read  of  his  rejoicing  in  fpi- 
rit,  but  never  of  his  laughing;  frequently  of  his  coiaif>': 
plaints,  tears,  and  groans.  He  was  content  to  fdtfw. 
row  for  us,  that  we  might  rejoice,  and  to  weep  tkM  ' 
we  might  be  glad. 

J.  The  indignities  of  the  world,  in  the  coQtei»ft|' 
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reproach,  and  defpite  poured  upon  him.  He  was  de* 
fpifed  and  rejeAed  of  men.  Hence  he  fays  of  himfelf 
in  this  refpeft,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  I  am  a  worm^  and  no  man  : 
a  reproach  of  men^  and  defpijid  of  the  people.  He  wa^ 
contradicted  of  finners,  called  Beelzebub,  a  madman, 
a  winf-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  finners,  &fr. 

4.  The  temptations  of  Satan,  He  was  tempted  of 
the  devil  forty  days  in  the  wildernefs,  and  elfewhere^ 
pay  tempted  to  fclf-murder,  and  to  the  worfliip  of  that 
damned  fpirit,  to  whom  is  reftrved  the  blacknefe  of 
darknefs  for  ever.  And  Satan  feems  to  have  often  fet 
upon  him,  though  the  particular  times  are  not  men- 
tioned in  the  facred  records ;  as  appears  from  Luke 
iv.  13.  where  it  is  faid,  that  the  riroil  departed  from 
him  ^after  his  grand  temptation)  for  a  ftafon  ;  deno- 
ting  that  he  would  attack  him  again. 

5.  Laftly^  The  linlcfs  infirmities  of  human  nature. 
He  was  fubjeded  .to  wcarinefs,  hunger,  thirft,  &c.  as 
the  hiftory  of  his  life  in  the  evangelills  abundantly  de- 
clares. Thus  low  was  the  Son  of  God  humbled  on 
account  of  finners,  that  they  might  not  perifh  for  ever, 
O  let  ps  adipire  his  humiliation  and  abafement,  and 
let  his  low  eftate  for  ever  hide  pride  from  our  eyes^ 
and  teach  us,  in  >Yhatever  il^te  we  are,  therewith  to  bo 
content. 

FoyRTHLY,  He  underwent  the  wrath  of  God.  Thus 
he  humbled  himfelf  to  drink  the  bitter  dregs  of 
the  Fsjther's  wrath  for  us,  The  curfe  of  the  law 
was  laid  upon  him,  and  he  bore  it  for  us,  Gal.  iii.  13. 
His  foul  was  troubled,  John  xii,  27.  Hfc  was  befet 
with  forrows  of  the  deepeft  fort,  when  he  faid.  My 
feul  is  exceeding  forrowfid^  even  unto  deaths  Matth. 
xxvi.  38.  He  was  in  an  agony,  fo  as  it  made  him 
fweat  great  drops  of  blood  that  trickled  from  his  bleff- 
cd  body  in  la  cold  night  in  the  open  air.  Whence 
was  all  this  but  from  the  load  of  his  Father's  wrati^ 
that  lay  on  him,  on  account  of  all  the  ftns  of  his  elccl 
people  imputed  to  him  t  a  load,  which,  if  laid  on  all 
the  angels  19  he^^v^n  and  o^en  on  c^rth,  \v'ould  haye 
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fnok  dicm  to  the  loweft  hdL    Qympare  the  ttaitjm 
quietly  beariog  the  moft  fearful  diaths«    They  wer^' 
rappbrted  by  divine  coniblations  flowing  into  their 
fouls,  withgut  one  drop  of  God's  wrath  in  the  cup  I 

g*ven  them  to  drink.    But  from  him  all  divine  coom 
rtt  were  with-held.    See  that  delertion  of  Gedojf 
which  he  ib  bitterly  cried  out  on  the  crofi,  when  there  « 
was  an  ecliple  of  comfort  from  lus  holy  (oul,  aa  tbfa» 
wa%  of  the  fun  in  his  chearing  beams  -  from  the  cartL  ; 
that  he  might  bear  that  wrath  in  full  meafurc    Q  j 
what  an  amazing  fiep  of  humiliatioo  was  this !   Who  \ 
knows  the  power  of  the  Lord's  wrath  i    If  fatbeify 
'anger  made  David  to  roar«  and  vindictive  jufiice  de-  '\ 
vils  to  tremble  under  the  fearful  apprehenfions  of  the  i 
wrath  to  come  upon  them  i  bow  dreadful  behoved  thaty  i 
wrath  to  be  which  was  due  to  the  fins,  of  all  the  deft  i 
when  accumulated  in  one  fum,  and  all  charged  upoa  ^ 
Chrift  aC  once  ?    He  was  fet  up  as  a  maflc  at  which  aS  j 
the  arrows  of  the  divine  wrath  were  levelled;  the 
quiver  thereof  was  emptied  upon  him.     No  wonlder   ' 
then  that  he  was  in  an  agony,  that  blood  trickled    ' 
■  from  every  pore  of  his  body,  and  that  his  holy  bumail    ; 
foul  recoiled  as  it  were  from  the  terrible  fhock  it  uup    ! 
derwent  under  this  load  of  wrath  and  the  curfe  of.  the   ^ 
Jaw.  •     .  ^'  I 

Fifthly,  He  underwent  the  eurfed  death  of  the   ] 
crofs.    Being  betrayed  by  Judas,  forfaken  by  all  bis  db^ 
fciples,  denied  by  the  felf-con6dent  Peter,  and  qo^  \ 
demned  by  Pilate,  he  wa?  put  to  death  on  the  cro&  ; 
Tiiis  death  of  Chrift  was,  ) 

I.  Moft  painful.  No  death  is  without  pain.  But  ^. 
his  death  was  moft  painful :  for.  iV  f  leafed  the  Lord  H  ■ 
bruife  hinip     Confider  here,  "   '\ 

(i.)  Our  Lord  was  fcourged,  having  his  blefle^  .(J 
back  beaten  with  fharp  rods,  Matth.  j^xvii.  26.  whip^.  ') 
was  a  moft  fhameful  and  paining  thing.  :,   :;, 

(2.)  He  was  crowned  with  thorns;  and  the  mad  \ 
foldiers  ftruck  him  on  tlie  head  when  this  prickly  t^ 
crown  W2^s  op  his  head,  thereh)^  driving  the  thorns.jib  ;^ 


.  • . 
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ta  it^  ind  making  them  penetrate  the  deeper,  Matth. 
xxvit.  29.  30.  whereby  it  feems  he  was  fo  overfprcad 
tvith  his  own  blood,  that  Pilate  thought  hioi  already  an 
Dbject  of  cooimiferation,  and  brought  him  forth  to 
the  Jews,  faying,  tiehold  the  mdn^  John  xix,  5.  Aiid 
to  this  what  he  iufFered  from  blows  and  cuffs  laid  on 
him  without  mercyj  and  their  compelling  him  to  bear 
his  own  crqfs^  till,  fainting  with  the  heavy  load  and 
his  inward  fuflPeririgs,  they  obliged  another  tb  drag 
it  to  the  place  of  execution, 

(3.)  He  was  crucified ;  which  was  a  moft  painful 
and  excruciating  death.     For  confider, 

[^i.]  rhe  extending  of  his  body  on  the  crofs,  wliich 
lying  on  the  ground,  his  body  was  with  fuch  force 
ft  retched  out  its  full  length,  that  his  bones  were 
drawn  out  of  joint,  as  he  himfelf  pathetically  expreffes 
it  in  prophetical  language,  long  before  the  trao^ical, 
event  took  place,  PfaL  xxii.  14.  My  bones  are  out  of 
jointi  His  finews  were  diftended,  and  his  bones  dif- 
locatedt  by  the  violent  diftention. 

(^2.3  The  nailing  of  the  body  fo  extended  unto  the 
crofs.  Thefe  nails ,  were  driven  through  the  hand$ 
and  feet,  the  finewy  and  moft  fenfible  parts  of  the 
body ;  which  could  not  but  occafion  greater  pain  tc> 
Chrift's  body,  which  was  of  a  finer  temperature  and 
more  acute  feeling  than  the  bodies  of  other  men,  as 
being  entirely  exempted  from  the  corruption  and  dif- 
tempers  thefe  are  liable  to.  And  great  indeed  it  feems 
they  were  ^  for  he  lays,  they  pierced  my  hands  and  feet ; 
in  Hebrew  they  digged  them,  as  it  were  with  fpadesf 
and  mattocks,  which  could  not  but  occafion  the  moft 
excruciating  and  acute  paiui 

C3'3  What  dreadful  pain  behoved  the  lifting  up  of 
the  crofs  with  hini  nailed  to  it  be  to  his  blelTed  body, 
efpecially  if  done  with  a  fudden  jerk,  which  we  .may 
fuppofe  to  have  been  probably  the  cafe,  confidering 
the  eagernefs  of  his  enemies  to  have  hini  difpatched  ; 
and  then  thrufting  it  .iown  again  into  the  grouadj> 
that  it  might  ftaad  upright,  attended  na  doul;>t  with 

V«t.  llv  h     ■    '      ' 
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fhakixig  from  fide  to  fide?  Every  one  may  well  per-- 
ccive  what  dreadful  pain  mud  have  attended  alt  th» 
horrid  fcene. 

[4.]  It  was  a  longfome  or  lingering  death.  He' 
hung  on  the  crofs  about  fix  hours,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  Mark  xv.  25.  34. 
"What  pain  behoved  to  attend  fuch  a  long  fu(penfio«i 
on  the  crofs,  his  blefled  body  hanging  all  the  while  bjF 
his  hands  nailed  to  the  upper  part  ? 

2 .  His  death  was  moft  (hameful  and  ignominiousj! 
Hcb.  xii.  2.  He  endured  the  crofs,  defpijing  the  Jbamem 
Much  ihame  was  caft  on  him.  They  fpit  upon  htm 
and  mocked  him.  The  death  of  the  crofs  was  a  cteath 
for  bondmen,  feldom  for  freemen,  and  thofeonly  of 
the  bafcr  fort,  and  for  fome  of  the  higheft  crioies. 
While  he  was  a-dying  he  flood  naked  on  the  crofi; 
for  they  that  were  crucified  were  firft  flript  naked  (rf 
all  their  cloaths,  Matth.  xxvii.  ^5.  He  was  crucified 
in  the  midft  of  two  thieves,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
chief  of  them,  and  that  without  the  gate,  as  theblaf* 
phemcr  was  to  be  ftoned  without  the  camp.  They 
-wagged  their  heads  at  him.  He  was  mocked  in  his 
prophetical  office :  they  blindfolded  him,  and  bade, 
him  prophefy  who  fmote  him.  He  was  mocked  in  his 
prieftly  office.  He  faved  others,  but  himfelf  he  canwA 
fave.     And  he  was  mocked  in  his  kingly  office  ;  they 

cried  unto  him.  Hail  king  of  the  Jews  ;  and  this  title, 
This  is  Jefus  the  Kin^  of  the  Jews,  was  infcribed  00 
his  crofs,  as  giving  him  out  for  a  mock  monarch. 

3.  It  was  a  curled  death,  Deut.  xxi,  23.  He  that  is 
hanged,  is  accurfed  of  God.  That  was  but  a  ceremo- 
nial curfe,  but  it  was  a  real  one  to  him.  Gal.  iii.  i  jw 
He  was  made  a  curfe  for  us.  There  were  many  other 
kinds  of  death  among  the  Jews  :  but  that  kind  only 
was  'accurfed  ;  and  therefore  it  behoved  Chrift  our 
Surety  fo  to  die.  It  is  thought  this  crucifying  of  cri- 
minals was  forbidden  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Confl^antine. 

Sixthly,  He  was  buried,  that  fo  there  might  be 
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/all  afluraiice  given  of  his  deaths  upon  the  reality  of 
which  the  hopes  and  faappinefs  of  his  people  depend, 
inafmuch  as  thereby  tranfgreifion  was  finithed,  an  end 
put  to  fin,  reconcilUtion  made  for  iniquity,  and  ever- 
lafting  righteoufnefs  brought  in.  He  was  buried  too, 
that  he  might  conquer  death  in  its  darkeft  and  ilrong- 
€ft  hdld^  even  in  the  gloomy  receffes  of  the  grave  ; 
to  fanclify  and.fweeten  it  to  all  his  friends  and  fol- 
Jowers,  that  it  may  be  to  them  a  place  of  repofc, 
where  their  bodies  may  reft  till  the  refurreclion  ;  that 
•  his  people  may  have  power  and  ftrength  to  bury  un, 
ft)  as  it^may  never  rife  up  againft  them  to  the;r  con- 
demnation; and  to  teach  his  followers  to  give  one 
another's  dead  bodies  a  juft  and  decent  interment. 

The  perfoQS  who  concerned  themfelves  in  our  Lord's 
funeral  were  Jofeph  of  Arimathea  and  Nicodemus, 
John  xix.  38.— T42.  They  were  rich  men,  fen  a  tors  and 
counfellors  in  the  Jewifli  ftate,  and  of  as  bright  and 
diftinguiihed  characters  as  any  who  fat  in  the  fanhe- 
drim  ;  and  yet  they  were  fo  far  from  reckoning  it  a 
diihonour,  that  they  counted  it  a  pliece  of  Angular 
glory  to  be  employed  in  this  laft  ad  of  kindnefs  to 
their  dead  Lord.  Now,  when  the  apoftles  were  all 
fled,  and  none  of  them  appeared  to  (hew  this  reflect 
to  their  Mafter,  Providence  ftirred  up  thefe  two  great 
and  rich  men  to  act  a  part  upon  this  occalion  which 
was  truly  great  and  honourable.  And  thofe  perfons 
•were  well  affected  to  our  Redeemer,  Though  the 
weaknefs  of  their  faith  moved  them  to  conceal  their 
profeffion  during  his  life,  yet  now  when  he  is  dead, 
and  none  of  all  his  followers  have  the  courage  to  own 
or  concern  themfelves  about  him,  they  boldly  appear 
in  acting  this  part  of  fincere  friends  to  him. 

The  place  where  our  Lord  was  buried  was  a  hew  fe- 
pqlchre  in  a  garden,  wherein  no  man  had  ever  been 
laid,  John  xix.  41.  Thus  our  Lord  was  buried  not  iu 
his  own,  .but;  in  another  man*s  grave*  As  in  the  days 
of  his  life  he  was  in  fuch  circumftances,  that  he  him- 
self (aid,  The  fQ.'i^s  have  holes,  and  the  birds  'of  the  air 
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have  ntfls^  hut  the  Son  of  man  has  not  where  to  lay,  hh 
head ;  1'.)  when  he  v  as  dtjd,  he  had  no  grave  of  his  ; 
own  to  he  laid  iru  When  he  was  bom,  he  was  born  i 
in  anothernian^s  houfe  ;  wlicn  he  preached,  he  preach- 
ed in  another  man's  fliip ;  when  he  prayed,  he  pray^ 
ed  in  another  man's  gaiden  ;  when  he  rode  to  Jem- 
falcm,  he  rode  on  another  man's  als;  and  when  he 
wa'^  buried,  he  was  buiied  in  another  man's  grave. 
He  hid  nothing  peculiar  to  himlelf  but  his  crofi; 
which  no  man  would  touch,  farlefs  take  from  him,  e- 
ven  when  he  was  ready  to  faint  under  the  weight  of 
it,  till  Simon  of  Cvrene  was  compelled  to  bear  it, 
The  grave  belonged  to  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  who 
was  a  rich  man  ;  and  thus  there  was  a  memorable  ful- 
filment  of  that  prophecy,  Il.liii.  j.  He  made  his  grave  j 
^th  the  wicked^  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death.  The'  "i 
upon  the  crofs  he  was  infulted  and  dcfpilcd,  yet  he  ■ 
was  honourably  laid  in  the  grave.  It  was  a  new  ■ 
grave;  wiiich  a  wife  providence  fo  ordered,  that  the 
Jtws  night  have  no  ground  to  furmiie,  either  that 
lonic  othir  biiMLd  beiore  had  rifen,  or  that  his  refur- 
rcction  wa.s  not  the  eflect  of  his  own  pover,  but  of 
virtue  flow  inn:  from  the  bodv  of  lonie  fault  foimer-i 
ly  intencd  there,  as  in  the  cafe  of  tliat  dead  man, 
who  being  lei  down  iiito  the  grave  of  Eiiflia,  and 
touching  liis  bc-n^s,  revived,  and  flood  up  on  his 
feet,  2  Ki!  g.s  xiii.  21.  fliis  grave  was  in  a  garden; 
which*  Joseph  coiUrivcd  to  have  lo,  that  it  might  be^ 
menioiaiidum  to  him,  whiK  hv)ng  amidft  all  theplea- 
fures  and  products  of  his  garden,  to  think  of  death, 
and  to  be  diligent  in  pieparing  tor  it.  In  a  fepulchre 
in  a  garden  Chrifl's  body  was  laid.  In  the  garden  of 
Eden  death  and  the  grave  received  their  powder,  and 
now  in  a  garaen  are  conquered,  difarmed,  and 
triumphed  over.  In  a  garden  Chrifl  began  his  paf» 
fion,  and  in  a  garden  he  would  rife  and  begin  his  ex- 
altation. Chrilt  fell  to  the  ground  as  acorn  of  wheat, 
John  xii.  24.  and  therefore  was  (own  in  a  garden  a^ 
rnong  the  feeds,  fpr  his  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  ii^rbs,  tt^ 
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jTXvi.  19.  yea,  he  is  the  fountain  of  gardens,  Cant.  iv. 

15- 
As  to  the  manner  of  our  Lord's  funeral,  feveral 

things  may  be  obferved. 

1.  Jofeph,  infpired  with  an  undai^nted  courage, 
went  to  Pilate,  and  boldly  alked  the  dead  body  of  Je- 
fus.  Though,  while  our  Redeemer  lived,  Jofeph  was 
fo  far  funk  under  the  power  of  fear  and  cowardice, 
that  he  acted  only  as  his  fecret  difciple,  yet  now 
'when  he  is  dead,  holy  boldnefs  and  courage  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch  in  his  fpirit,  that  he  openly  afked  his  bo- 
dy of  rilate,'in  order  to  a  decent  interment.  Tho* 
he  might  have  formed  a  party  to  have  carried  it  ofF 
by  violence,  yet  he  rather  chofe  to  do  it  in  a  regular 
and  peaceable  manner ;  and  therefore  made  a  dutiful 
application  to  Pilate,  who  was  the  proper  perfon  to 
be  addreffed  on  this  occafion,  in  regard  he  had  the 
diipofal  of  the  body.  In  things  wherein  the  power 
of  the  civil  magiftrate  is  concerned,  due  regard  mufl 
be  had  to  that  power,  and  nothing  done  to  break  in 
lipon  it. 

2.  Upon  this  application,  Pilate  very  readily  grant- 
ed Joieph  the  body  of  Jefus,  in  order  to  its  being  de- 
cently interred.  Perhaps  by  this  ftep  be  imagined  to 
do  Ibmething  towards  atoning  that  guilt  wherewith 
his  confcience  charged  him  in  condemning  an  inno- 
cent perlon.  But  whatever  might  be  in  this,  it  is 
certain,  that,  in  Jofeph's  petition  and  Pilate's  ready 
grant  of  it,  honour  was  done  to  Chrift,  and  a  telli- 
mony  borne  to  his  integrity. 

3.  Jofeph  having  obtained  his  defire,  inftantly  re- 
paired to  theaccuilcd  tree,  from  which  he  tOokdown 
the  body  of  Jefus  ;  and,  mangled  and  n^acerated  as  it 
was,  carried  it  m  his  arms  to  a  place  proper  for  its. 
being  dreflTed,  Thus  did  he  act  under  the  prevailing 
conduct  of  the  deepdt  and  deareft  love  to  his  Re- 
deemer. ^ 

4.  Our  Redeemer's  body  being  brought  into  fpmc 
adjoining  houle,  it  was  waflied  ;fom  bldod  ^md  duft^ 
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and  then  wound  in  linen  with  fpices,  as  the  manner 
of  the  Jews  was.  But  why  did  Jofeph  and  Nicodc- 
mus  make  all  this  ado  about  the  body  of  Chrift  ?  Tho' 
perhaps  in  this  their  management  we  may  difcern  the 
weaknefs  of  their  faith,  for  a  firm  belief  of  the  refur* 
Tcftion  of  Chrift  the  third  day  would  have  faved  them 
this  care  and  coft,  and  have  been  more  acceptable  than 
all  fpices  ;  yet  herein  we  may  evidently  fee  the  ftrength 
of  their  love,  together  with  the  value  they  liad  for 
liis  perfon  and  doftrine,  which  was  no  way  leflened 
by  the  reproach  of  the  crofs. 

5.  The  time  of  our  Lord's  burial  was  on  the  day 
of  the  preparation,  when  the  fabbath  drew  on  ;  and 
this  was  the  reafon  that  they  made  fuch  hafte  with  the 
funeral.  Though  they  were  in  tears  for  the  death  of 
Chrift,  yet  they  did  not  forget  the  work  of  an  ap- 
proaclftng  fabbath ;  but  fet  themfelves  with  all  conve- 
nient fpeed  and  care  to  prepare  for  it. 

6.  The  company  who  attended  our  Redeemer's  fn- 
'peral,  was  not  any  of  the  difciplcs,  but  only  the  wo- 
men who  came  with  him  from  Galilee,  who  as  they 
ftaid  by  him  while  he  bung  upon  the  crofs,  fo  they 
followed  him  all  in  tears,  beheld  the  fepulchre  where 
it  was,  which  was  the  way  to  it,  and  how  his  body 
was  laid  in  it :  and  all  this  they  were  led  to,  not  by 
their  curiofity,  but  by  their  afFeclion  to  the  Lord  Je* 
fus,  which  was  ftrong  as  death,  cruel  as  the  grave, 
and  which  many  waters  could  not  quench. 

7.  The  Redeemer's  funeral  was  actually  folemnized ; 
for  after  all  the  above  circumftances  were  over,  then 
they  acted  as  is  related  John  xix.  41.  4?.  Now  in  the 

^f lace  where  he  was  crucijied^  there  was  a  garden;  and 
in  the  garden  a  new  fepulchre^  wherei?i  was  never  man 
y^t  laid.  There  laid  they  Jefiis  therefore^  becaufe  of  th( 
Jews  preparation  day,  for  the  fepulchre  was  nlgb  at  hand^ 
There  laid  they  Jefiis^  i.  e.  the  dead  body  of  Jefus. 
^ome  think  tliat  the  calling  of  thdt  Jefus  intimates 
the  inlbparable  union  between  the  divine  and  human 
natures  in  his  bldfed  perfon,     Even  this  dead  body 
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Wa»  Jefus  a  Saviour ;  for  his  death  is  our  life.  Thus 
\nthout  pomp  or  folemnity  is  the  body  of  Jefus  laid' 
in  the  cold  and  filent  grave.  Here  lies  our  Surety  ar- 
refted  for  our  debt ;  fo  that  if  he  be  releafed,  his  dif- 
chargc  will  be  ours.  Here  is  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
fet  for  a  while,  to  rife  again  in  greater  glory,  and  fet 
BO  more.  Here  lies  a  feeming  captive  to  death,  but  a 
real  conqueror  over  death.  Yea  here  lies  death  itfelf 
flain,  and  the  grave  conquered.  Thanks  be  to  God^ 
who  gtveth  us  the  viSlory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrijl. 

Seventhly,  Our  Redeemer  continued  under  the 
power  of  death  for  a  time.  For  as  Jonas  was  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  the  whalers  belly  ;  fo  fhall  the 
Son  of  man  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of 
the  eart/j^  Matth.  xii.  40.  For  clearing  the  inrfport 
olF  Chrift's  continuing  under  the  power  of  death  for  a 
time,  coniider, 

1.  That  death  hath  a  very  ftran^e  and  ftrong  power 
in  the  world,  which  invades  and  prevails  againll  all  the 
children  oft  men.  For  what' man  is  he  that  liveth^  and 
fhall  not  fee  death  ?  fays  the  pfalmift.  This  interroga- 
tion plainly  imports,  that  no  man,  high  or  low,  great 
or  fmall,  rich  or  poor,  can  poffibly  cover  himfelf  from, 
the  ftrokeof  death.  And  no  wonder  ;  for,  as  the  a- 
poftle  tells  us,  death  hath  reigned  from  Adam^  Rom.  v, 
14.  The  empire  of  death  hath  made  an  liniverfal  ^ 
fpread  through  the  face^  of  tlie  earth,  and,  with  an 
unrelenting  fury,  bears  all  the  fohs  of  men  before  it. 
And  it  is  no  way  lirange  it  be  fo,  feeing  it  acls  under 
the  conduct  of  heaven's  irrepealable  decree,  //  is  ap" 
fointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  Heb.  ix.  27. 

2.  That  the  empire,  power,  and  doAiinion  of  death 
was  introduced  into  the  world  by  lin,  Rom.  v.  12. 
By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  worlds  and  death  by  fin^ 
and  fo  death  pajftd  upon  all  men^  for  that  all  have  fin- 
tied.  The  wages  of  fin  is  death.  And  therefore  man 
no  fooner  gave  .into  apoftafy  from  his  Maker,  but  the 
awful  fentence  went  forth,  Ditji  thou  art,  and  unto  duji 
fbaU  thou  return,  Geu.  iii.  19,  ^ 
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^.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Prince  of  1^(!| 
fell  under  the  power  of  death,  and  that  in  its  qioft'  * 
frightful  and  amazing  form  :  for  he  died  the  painfuV 
the  curfed,  the  ihameful,  and  lingering  death  of  thd: 
crofs ;  and  this  he  did  not  by  conflraint,  but  wich  tbtf 
utmoft  chearfulnefs. 

4*  That  it  was  for  the  fins  of  his  elect  people  that 
the  Lord  of  life  came  under  the  power  of  deaths 
Their  fins  were  imputed  to  him  :  lis  was  made  Jin  fvf 
us^  fays  the  apoftle,  who  knew  no  fin*  Becaufe  thcii' 
fins  wer^  imputed  to  him,  therefore  death,  the  pa-^ 
nifliment  of  fin,  came  upon  him.  He  was  not  onTjf 
wounded  forourtranfgreflions  and  bruifed  for  our  in- 
iquities, but  he  died  for  our  fins.  He  bare  the  £09.' 
of  many ;  and  tov  the  tranfgrefiions  of  his  people  waili.'i 
he  ftrickcn,  yea  ftricken  even  unto  deatth^  ;. 

5.  That  though  our  Redeemer  continued  uncfer  tbo  , 
power  of  death,  yet  it  was  only  for  a  time.  Thou^ 
this  king  of  terrors  brought  the  King  of  glory  down 
to  the  gloomy  (hades  of  the  grave,  yet  h^  could  not 
hold  him  long  there.  Hence  tlie  apoftle  fays,  Acls  lu 
24.  God  loofed  the  pains  of  deaths  becaufe  it  was  not  pof* 
feble  that  he  Jhould  he  holdtn  of  it.  Chrift  was^impri-f 
foned  for  our  debt,  and  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
d'?ath }  but  divine  juftice  being  fatisfied,  it  was  not 
poflible  that  he  Ihould  be  detained  there,  either  by 
right  or  by  force;  for  he  had  life  in  himfelf,  andin 
his  own  power,  and  had  conquered  the  prince  of 
death. 

6.  That  the  time  of  our  Redeemer's  being  undcK' 
the  power  of  death  was  only  till  the  third  day-  For 
iie  rofe  the  third  day  after  his  death  ;  whidi  was  thjtf  . 
time  he  had  often  prefixed^  and  he  kept  within  it4 
He  was  buried  in  the  evening  of  the  fixth  day  of  th$ 
week,  and  rofe  in  the  morning  of  the  fiifl  day  of  thcf 
following  week ;  fo  .that  he  lay  in  the  grave  about 
thirty-fix  or  thirty- eight  hours*  He  lay  fo  long,  tp 
Ihew  that  he  was  really  and  truly  dead,  and  np  long; 
cr,  that  he  might  not  fte  corruption. 
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If  it  flibnld  be  aflked.  What  were  the  reafons  and 
ends  of  this  amazing  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God  ? 
I  anfwer.  That  Chrift  humbled  himfelf^  and  became  obe^ 
dient  unto  deaths  evefi  the  death  of  the  crofs^ 

1.  That  he  might  fatisfy  divine  juftice  in  the  room 
and  ftead  of  ad  elect  world.  When  man  by  fin  rebel- 
led againft  his  rightful  Lord^  incenfed  juftice  called  a- 
loud  for  vengeance  upon  the  atrocious  ofFender;  and 
had  its  rigorous  demands  been  anfwered,  all  the  race 
of  mankind  had  periflied  in  the  depths  of  death  and 
damnation  for  ever^  But  Chrift,  by  the  whole  fcene  of 
his  humiliation,  has  fo  fully  anfwered  all  its  demands 
of  his  chofen,  that  it  can  crave  no  more.  For  he  by 
his  obedience  and  fatisfaclion,  as  the  Surety  of  unjuft 
finners,  has  fo  perfeftly  paid  all  their  debt,  that  juftice 
is  completely  atoned  and  pacified.  Hence  our  Re- 
deemer drew  his  hft  breath  on  the  crofs  with  thefe 
words.  It  is  jinijhed. 

2.  To  confirm  and  feal  his  teftament.  He  had  be- 
queathed many  great  and  glorious  legacies  to  his  cho- 
fen ;  all  which  had  failed  for  ever,  if  by  his  death  he 
had  not  ratified  and  confirmed  this  his  teftament. 
For  where  a  teftament  is^  there  muft  alfo  of  neceJTtty  be  the- 
death  of  the  teftator^  For  a  teftament  is  of  force  after 
men  are  dead :  otherwife  it  is  of  no  ftrength  at  all  whilft 
the  teftator  liveth^  Heb.  ix.  16.  17.  Wherefore  thaC 
our  Lord's  teftament  might  in  that  refpecl  be  made 
good,  he  fealed  it  with  his  heart's  blood ;  This  cupj 
fays  he,  is  the  new  teftament  in  my  bloody  i.  e.  the  new 
teilament,  which  is  ratified  by  my  blood. 

3.  To  conquer  and  fubduethe  deviL  This  mali- 
cious and  fubtil  enemy  of  mankind  had  by  his  craft 
and  power  brought  the  whole  race  of  Adam  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  his  empire,  reigning  over  and  leading  chem 
captive  at  his  pleafure.  But  our  Lord  through  death 
deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death.  It  is 
true,  the  crucifying  of  Jefus  was  the  devil's  plot ;  for 
he  put  Judas  upon  betraying  him,  the  Jews  upon  accii- 
fing  him,  Pilate  upon  condemning  him,  apd  the  fol- 
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diefKs  upon  executing  bim.  '  But  our  Lord '  DutfiiC' 
.  hjmMn  his  own  bow,  and  {hared  and  took  iiiiti  in  ^ij^ . 
work  of  hjs  owp  hands.    Thus  thedevil^  by  piottinjp^ .; 
2nd  pufhing  on  the  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  to.poek»  ■] 
-  vent  his  own  ruin,  procured  and  promoted  iu'    ^    '  \ 
4.  To  finiih  tranfgrefiion,  and  put  an  end  to  £%*.  . 
yea  to^  take  away  fin  with  all  its  direful  eilefiAj  fioiiui  ) 
viii.  3.  F()r  what  the  law  could  mi  do^  intbathnuak' 
weak  through  the  fieflfj  Gcd  fending  bit  own  Son^  im  tHi 
likenefs  of  finful  flefi^  and  ft^r  Jin^  eandenmed  ^n  in  iii: 
Jlefh.    For  when  an  eled  world  lay  funk  undcrli^ 
guilt  of  (in,   captives  under  the  power  of  k,   ^itti  ^ 
,  under  the  pollution  of  it,  undone  under  the  mogbir 
of  it,  and  moft  miferable  under  the  baneful  effeAilil'; 
ir,  Jefus  humbled  hiiilfelf  to  the  death  o&  purpc^r^l 
reicue  and  deliver  them  from  all  this.    Wt  kaw^ilH  ^^ 
demotion  th^^mb  his  bkody  fays  Paul,  even  tke-Jiit'gk] 
venefs  of'mr  jins^   according  to  th^  tithes  of  his  ^TMilf ; 
And,  fays  another  apoftle,  ^he  blood  of  Jefus  Cbrift 
cleanfetb  us  from  all  fin.  - : » 

5»  To  deliver  his  people  from  the  cnrfe  of  abrokiajEt 
law,  and  the  wrath  of  God.  Cbriji  hath  redeemed^iii 
from  the .  citrfe  of  t1^  law^  l^^ing  made  a  curfe  for  us^ 
Gal.  iii.  1 5.  J^f^^  which  delivered  us  from  the  wrath' 
to  come^  1  Theii*.  i.  10.  When  all  the  curfes  of  dw 
law  were  marching  forth,  as  it  were  in  battle^arra^ 
againft  the  children  of  Adam,  and  the  dreadful  wrad^ 
of  an  almighty  God  was  ready  to  pour  in  upon  tbedoi . ; 
then  did  our  Lord  ftep  in,  and,  by  his  deeply -debasf^  : 
birth,  life,  and  death,  divert  the  furious  florm  froiil  - 
his  cbbfen,  fo  that  not  one  curfe  or  the  leaft  dropd .' 
wrath  (hall  ever  fall  to  their  fhare.  ;.>I^' 

6.  Lafily^  That  in  due  time  he  might  bring  aB  JhII'J 
people   to  the  complete  poffcflion  of   immortal  J^'. 
ry.     When  he  faw  ihem  wallowing  and  (inking  iatto 
depths  of  ill)  and  iniquity ;  when  he  faw  them  expoiCbfll 
to  eternal  death  and  damnatioa  by  reafon  of  fin,  ^aod 
when  he  took  a  view  of  them  as  abfolutely  unablq  |iC.; 
do  any  thing  towards  their  own  relief  and  delivenuiei^v; 
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Ing  foul  pitied  them,  and  his  bowels  of  compaffioa 
yearned  upon  them ;  fo  that  in  their  (lead  he  fatisfied 
divine  juftice,  fubdued  their  ene^iies,  abolifhed  fin  and 
death,  refcued  them  from  hell  and  wrath,  and  prepa- 
red for  them  eternal  life  and  glory, 

m 
/ 

I  (hall  conclude  with  a  few  inferences. 

t.  Here  fee  the  love  of  Chrift  in  its  moft  diftinguifli- 
Itig  glory.  For  the  deeper  he  debafed  and  the  lower 
he  humbled  himfelf,  the  higher  did  he  raife,  and  the 
more  clearly  did  he  manifeil  his  love.  What  heart 
can  conceive,  what  tongue  can  exprefs  the  greatnels 
of  this  love?  It  is  love  without  a  precedent  or  paral- 
lel.    It  paffeth  knowledge. 

2.  Here  fee  the  awful  and  tremendous  feverity  of  di- 
vine juftice,  which  no  lefs  could  fatisfy  than  the  Son 
of  God's  humbling  himfelf,  and  becoming  obedient 
l>nto  death,  even. the  death  of  the  crofs.  Its  refent- 
menc  againft  fin  fwelled  fo  high,  that  nothing  could 
:ippeafe  it,  or  move  it  to  let  go  the  criminal  offenders, 
till  the  Son  of  God  fell  an  expiatory  facrifice  to  it. 
And  when  th^  tim^  of  its  acting  this  bloody  tragedy 
Qpon  bur  Redeemer  came  on,  it  would  not  forego 
nor  abate  one  tattle  of  its  demands.  It  would  not 
fpare  bim  in  one  article  of  fuffering  which  it  could  ex* 
aft  of  him. 

3.  See  here  the  prodigious  evil  of  fin.  Though  the 
generality  of  men  look  upon  it  with  a  very  light  and 
eafy  eye ;  though  they  account  it  a  very  fmall  matter 
60  break  in  upon  the  divine  law,  and  to  tranfgrefs  the 
bounds  which  the  great  God  has  fixed  therein  \  yat 
•rhoevcr  duly  reflects  upon  the  d^ep  humiliation  and 
(brfawful  fufferings  of  Chrift,  will  entertain  cjuite  o- 
thet  thoughts  about  it.  Of  all  evils  fin  is  irifinittly  the 
fKTorft.  l*hough  a  holy  and  }uft  God  has  given  many 
fcvere  and  terrible  teftimonies  of  his  difpleafure  again!}; 
iin,  yet  none  of  them  appear  with  fuch  an  amazing 
awe  as  that  which  appeal's  in  the  humiliation,  dcalh^ 
^HdfuiFe rings  of  his  dear  Son. 

Mi 
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4.  Let  this  look  the  pride  of  our  hearts  bht  of  eraaip 
tenance;  and  let  ns  think  nothing  too  mean  0r  l0i|f 
for  us,  whereby  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  erf  * 
thers  may  be  advanced.  For  Chtift  hinnbled  himfietf 
deeper  and  lower. than  any  ever  did  or  canr  do,  jto' 
procure  the  favour  of  God  to  finners,  to  magnify  dp; 
divine  law  and  make  it  honourable;  and  tberda-bith 
left  us  an  example,  that  we  fbould  follow  his  ftep«i  * 

5*  Let  this  teach  you  highly  to  prize  the  (alvaiioA  • 
purchafed  by  Chrift,  and  otfered  to  iinners  in  the  go? 
f^eh     Say  not  of  the  fuffenngs  of  Chrift,  by  yom 
.flighting  the  redemption   thereby  procured,   Whit 
needs  all  this  wafte  ?    Surely  fin  mufl  be  of  «  OKM  ' 
malignant  nature,  the  juftice  pf  Gpd  mpre  exaiEfc  tiMi  \ 
vigorous,  fouls  more  precious,  and  fal vation  and  Ito^ 
cy  more  difficult  to  obtain,  than  is  brdinarily  imaginedi 
Take  a  view  of  Chrift  in.  his  amazing  humiliatipil  Add 
'  heavy  fufiering;, .  and  fee  if  ye  can  entertain  th(^  • 
thoughts. 

6.  Let  impenitent  finners  and  rejecters  of  Chrift  . 
tremble.  Was  this  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  fhall 
be  done  to  th^  dry  ?  If  Chrift,  when  he  becanie  a  fin- 
der only  by  imputation,  was  expofed  to  fuch  heavy 
fuderingsas  would  have  funk  millions  of  men  and  an** 
gels ;  whs^t  fhall  be  the  fate  of  thofe  who  fpurn  at  Ma^ 
love,  rejeft  the  offers  of  his  grace  and  mercy,  and  rc» 
fufe  to  accept  of  his  falyation  ?  What  can  they  ex- 
pe6tj  but  that  the  wrath  of  God  fhall  come  upon  theo) 
to  the  utterpiofi:,  apd  they  fhall  undergo  the  forcsfli 
punifliment  thatincenfed  and  infultedjuftice  can  inflidi 

7.  Accept  of  Jefus  Chrifl  as  he  offers  hinifelf  in  the 
gofpeh    He  is  willing  to  receive  finners,  nay  the  verjr 
worfl  and  mofl  abandoned  of  theni,  or  he  had  nM'  j 
fwimmed  through  a  fea  of  blood  to  catch  theni.     O^   ; 
be  not  defpifers,  but  cbearful  and  willing  receivers  oi  ' 
him,  who  has  written  his  love  and  good- will  to  yoB^ 
in  chara^Slers  of  blood.  •  '  •  ,: 

8.  Revenge  the  death  of  Chrift  on  your  luft^  an4  >'i 
idols.     Give  no  quarter  to,  nor  fuffer  them  to  livti  1 
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that  were  tbe  caufe  of  his  moft  humiliating  and  ignpt- 
niinious  death.  To  cherilh  any  lin  or  luft,  is  a  hi&^h 
indignity  done  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  it  wepe  a 
crucifying  him  afreih.  O  then  fly  from  every  fin,  ac- 
count it  your  enemy,  and  Chrift's  enemy  ;  and  fliew 
your  love  to  the  Redeemer,  who  humbled  himfelf  fo 
deeply  for  you,  by  doing  whatfoever  he  commands 
you,  and  avoiding  all  appearance  of  eviL 

^.  Lajlly^  Grudge  not  to  part  with  any  thing  for 
Chrift.  He  left  the  bofom  of  his  Father,  laid  afide 
the  robes  ot  his  glory,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  the  fe- 
vereft  hardfhips  and  moft  intolerable  fufferlngs,  that 
you  niight  not  periih  for  ever ;  and  will  ye  retufc  any 
thing  for  his  fake  f  Ye  have  no  reafon  to  Ihift  his 
crofs^  or  decline  to  take  on  his  yoke,  when  he  fuffer- 
ed  on  the.  accurfed  crofs  to  procyre  your  deliverance 
from  everlafting  wr^th 'and'  burnings* 


Of  Chrift's  Exaltation. 

Philippians  ii.  9.  10.  11. 

Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
htm  a  name  which  is  above  every  name:  that  at  the 
'  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  Jlwuld  bom,  of  things  in  hea^ 
ven,  arid  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ; 
and  that  every  tongue  Jfjould  confejs,  that  Jefus  Chrifi 
is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father^ 

HAVING  fpoke  to  the  feveral  parts  of  our  bleflfed 
Hedecmer's  ftate  of  humiliation,  I  come  ^ow  to 
treat  of  the  feveral  branches  of  his  ex<iltatipp,  or  that 
Jiigh  dignity  and  glory  to  which  he  is  exalted,  as  the 
reward  of  his  fqffering  even  unto  death,  Thi^  bright 
Sun  fet  as  it  were  in  a  cloud,  but  he  rofe  again  fur-, 
rounded  with  the  brighteft  rays  of  the  molt  exalted 
glory  and  fpendor.  This  exaltation  is  held  forth  very 
pxprefsly  ia  the  text,  which,  aj^  it  is  pppofed  tp  l<i| 
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death,  includes  his  refurreclion,  or  rdeafement  from 
the  grave<  God  has  not  only  exalted  him,  but  fuper- 
exalted  him  above  the  earth  in  his  afcenfiun.  The 
name  above  every  name  which  is  givca  him,  is  the 
fame  in  .efied  with  his  fitting  at  the  right  band  of  God« 
The  bounty  of  the  knee  is  that  acknowledgement  of 
this  power,  dignity,  and  authority  of  Chrift,  by  an- 
gels, men,  and  devils  j  the  great  evidence  of  which 
ihall  be  at  the  laft  day,  Rom.  xiv.  lo.  ii.  We  Jhall  all 
J} and  before  the  judgement/eat  of  Chriji.  For  it  is  wrii^ 
ien.  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord,  every  knee  Jhall  hmv  to  me^ 
and  every  tongue  fhall  confefs  to  God* 

In  dilcourling  further  from  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  con- 
lider  the  feveral  fteps  of  our  Lord's  exaltation,  as  they 
are  bid  down  from  the  fcriptures  in  our  catechifmi 
viz.  "  his  rifing  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day,  his 
**  afcending  up  into  heaven,  his  fitting  at  the  right 
**  hand  of  God  the  Father,  and  his  coming  to  judge 
^*  the  world  at  the  laft  day/' 

I.  i  he  firft  ftcp  of  his  exaltation  was  his  refurrec- 
tion,  his  rifing  out  of  the  grave.  Concernirg  this  con- 
iidcr  the  following  things. 

1.  The  nature  of  it.  His  refurredion  was  not  the 
reuniting  of  his  divine  to  his  human  nature,  for  death 
had  not  Separated  that  union,  as  1  have  formerly  Ihewn ; 
but  his  reunitinrj  his  foul  to  his  body,  taking  that  life 
again  which  he  had  before  laid  down,  John  x.  17. 
And  it  was  the  very  fame  body  for  fubftance  which 
v/as  crucified ;  it  was  the  very  fame  body  that  fell  un- 
der death  that  rofe  again.  It  had  been  laid  in  the 
grave  mangled  and  macerated  with  blows,  ftripes,  and 
wounds  ;  but  in  his  refurreftion  the  deformity  there- 
by occafioned  was  removed,  and  nothing  but  the  prints 
vi  the  nails  remained  ;  as  appears  from  John  xx.  2  5.  27. 

2.  The  truth  of  his  relurreclion.  (Jhrill  trqly  roli? 
again.  This  truth  was  attefied  by  the  foldiers  who 
guarded  the  fepulchre,  as  ye  will  find  Matth.  xxviii.  1 1. 
• — 15.  though  the  elders  took  care  to  fmothcr  the  eiflfeft 
(hereof.     His  friends  bore  the  moft  ample  tetHmpny 
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to  it  i  fiich  as  the  women  who  came  to  anoint  his 
ddad  body,  his  diiciples,  and  many  others.  To  thefe 
if  jhiwed  himfelf  alive  after  his  fajjion^  by  many  infaU 
ItbU  proofsj  A6ts  i.  3.  And  we  are  told,  i  Cor.  xr. 
6 .  that  hi  was  feen  of  above  five  hundred  brethren  at 
once*  The  evangelifts  are  unanimous  in  this  matter. 
This  truth  is  alio  manifeft  from  the  perfon's  being 
God,  who  could  not  be  confined  in  a  grave,  and  the 
many  miracles  wrought  to  confirm  it,  evincing  him  to 
be  alive,  and  reigning  in  glory. 

3.  The  neceflity  of  his  refurreftion.  It  was  nccef- 
fary  he  fiiould  rife  from  the  dead, 

(1.)  That  the  fcripture  might  be  fulfilled,  i  Cor. 
XV.  4.  which  cannot  be  broken.  See  Pfal.  xvi,  10. 
^heu  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell  [the  ft  ate  of  the  dead}  ; 
neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thine  holy  One  to  fee  corruption* 
b  This  paEage  is  cxprefsly  applied  to  the  refurreftion  of 
Chrift,  Acks  ii.  3 1 .  &  xiii.  3  5.  And  it  was  prophcficd 
of  him.  If.  liii.  10.  He  Jh a II  fee  his  feed^  he  fhall  pro^ 
.  long  his  days^  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  JhaJl  profper  i?i 
his  hand^  A  notable  type  of  it  was  Jonah^^s  coming 
out  of  ^he  whale's  belly,  Matth.  xii.  40. 

(2.)  In  refpeft  of  the  dignity  and  glory  ol  his  per-* 
fon.  He  was  the  true  God  and  eternal  life.  How 
was  it  then  pofiible,  that  he  ihould  be  holden  by  death  t 
Acls  ii»  24. 

(3.)  In  refpcftof  his  mediatory  office,  which  would  . 
have  been  broken  if  he  had  not  rifen  again*  He  was 
to  reign  for  ever,  Pfal.  xlv.  7.  Lukei.  32*  to  inter- 
cede as  a  Prieft  for  ever,  Pfal.  ex.  4.  and  therefore  to 
enter  into  the  holieft  of  all,  after  he  had  expiated  our 
fins  by  bis  blood. 

(4.)  In  refpect  of  our  falvation.  If  Chrift  had  not 
rifen,  all  the  elefts  hopes  of  heaven  had  rotted  in  the 
grave  for  ever  ;  i  Cor.  xv.  17.  If  Chrijl  he  not  raifedy 
lays  the  apoftle,  your  faith  is  vain  ;  ye  are  yet  in  your 
fins.  His  refurreclion  was  the  life  of  his  death,  and 
had  he  not  by  his  reiurrection'  overcome  death,  it 
would  for  ever  have  devoured  us  alfb. 
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4.  The  time  of  his  refunreftion ;  the  third  dly.  He. 
was  crucified  on  Friday  afternoon,  and  he  arofe  early 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  has  from  that  e«. 
vent  been  called  the  Lord's  day,  and  obfrrred  as  the 
Chriftian  fabbath  in  all  the  churches  of  Chrift.  This  . 
period  was  lorg  enough  to  confirm  the  truth  of  his 
death.  His  body  did  not  corrupt  in  the  grave^  PfaU 
xvi.  10.  Afts  xiii.  37.  Nor  was  it  ever  after  mortal^ 
but  put  on  immortality  ;  Rom.  vi.  9.  Chriji  being  rat* 
fed  from  the  dead  dieth  no  mere  ;  death  hath  no  more  do* 
minion  over  hinu.\.  This  was  one  difference  betwixt 
Chrift's  refurredioii  and  that  of  Lazarus,  who  arofe 
again  only  to  a  mortal  life. 

5.  The  author  of  his  refurre<^ion.  The  refurrec*. 
lion  of  Chrift  is  afcribed  to  himfelf,  and  we  are  firm- 
ly  to  believe  that  he  rofe  by  his  own  power ;  John  iii 
19.  Dejlroy  this  temple^  fays  he,  and  in  three  days  I  will  * 
taife  it  up.  John  x.  17.  /  lay  down  my  life^  that  I  might 
take  it  again.  And  this  the  fcriplure  infifts  upon  as 
an  argument  of  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  Rom.  i.  4. 
where  he  is  faid  to  be  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
fower^  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs^  by  the  refurrec* 
tion  from  the  dead :  which  muft  needs  be  thus  under- 
ftood ;  for  Lazarus  alfo  was  raifed  ;  yet  no  fuch  thing 
followed  on  it.  It  is  afcribed  alfo  unto  the  Father, 
Rom.  vi.  4.  But  there  is  no  inconfiftency  here:  for 
whatfoever  the  Father  doth,  the  Son  alfo  doth  the 
fame,  the  external  works  of  the  Trinity  being  com- 
mon to  each  perfon^  The  reafon  why  Chiift's  refur-  ■ 
reftion  is  afcribed  to  the  Father,  is,  that  he  acted 
therein  as  a  judge,  letting  out  the  prifoner  when  the 
debt  was  paid. 

6.  The  manner  of  our  Lord's  refurredion. 

(i.)  It  was  ufliered  in  with  a  terrible  earthquake, 
Matth.  xxviii.  2.  Behold^  there  was  a  great  earthquake. 
As  the  earth  (hook  and  trembled  at  our  Lord's  pailion, 
fo  did  it  alfo  at  his  glorious  icfurreciion  from  the 
dead.  This  was  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous 
fliaking  of  the  earth,  proceeding  immediately  from 


Of  Cbrijl's  Exaltation.  97 

tlic  divine  power,  as  the  eclipfe  of  the  fun  that  hap- 
pened during  his  paffion.  It  was  a  fign  of  triumph, 
and  a  tokeii  of  vidory,  by  which  our  Lord  inti- 
mated to  the  whole  world,  that  he  had  overcome 
death  in  its  own  dominions,  and  lifted  up  his  head  as 
Si  glorious  conqueror  above  all  his  enemies.  Heca'iie 
out  of  the  grave  with  great  folcmnity,  and  marched 
out  of  the  bloody  field  with  a  pomp  and  majefty  be- 
coming the  dignity  of  heaven's  champion. 

(2.)  Chrift  in  his  refurredion  w^s  attended  by  feme 
of  the  courtiers  of  heaven,  Matth.  xxviii.  2.  An  angel 
rf  the  Lord  defcended  from  heaven^  and  came  and  rolled 
back  the  ftone  from  the  door^  and  fat  upon  it.  Chrift's 
power  was  not  confined  to  the  grave  or  the  earth,  but 
extended  to  heaven  and  all  the  hoft  -of  it.  l  hough  the 
chief  priefts  and  Pharifees  confpired  together  to  keep 
him  clofe  fliut  up  in  the  grave,  fealed  the  ftone  which 
was  rolled  to  the  door  of  it,  fet  a  watch,  and  made  all 
things  as  fure  as  they  poffibly  could,  yet  one  of  the  hea- 
venly hoft  by  a  touch  baffled  all  their  meafures.  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  rolled  back  the  ftone  from  the  door, 
and  fat  upon  it.  This  action  fpeaks  a  fecure  triumph 
over  all  the  obftruftions  of  Chrift's  refurreclion.  He  iat 
on  the  ftone,  defying  all  the  powers  of  hell  to  roll  the 
ftone  to  the  grave  again  :  and  he  fat  as  a  guard  to  the 
grave ;  for  having  frighted  away  the  enemy*s  black- 
guard, he  fat  expeding  the  women,  to  give  them  an 
account  of  our  Lord's  refurreclion,  as  he  very  pathe- 
tically did,  ver.  6.  He  is  not  here :  for  he  is  rifen^  as  he 
faid :  come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay. 

(3.)  He  laid  rfide  all  th«  enCgns  of  mortality  and 
death  :  for  he  ttript  himfelf  ot  the  grave-cloaths,  and 
left  them  behind  him,  John  xx.  5.  6.  7.  The  reafons 
of  this  laying  them  afide  might  be  thefe.  [i.]  Be- 
caufe  he  rofe  to  die  no  more.  Lazarus  came  out  with 
liis  rrave-cloaths  on,  becaufe  he  was  to  die  asfain  ; 
but  Chrift  rifing  to  an  immortal  life,  came  out  free 
from  all  thefe  incumbrances.  [2.3  Becaufe  he  was  go- 
ing to  be  clothed  with  the  roDes  of  glory.     [3.3  1£« 
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left  thefe  cloaths  in  the  grave  as  it  were  for  the  ufe 
of  his. people.  For  if  the  grave  be  a  bed  to  the  faints^ 
he  hath  thus  flieeted  it  and  made  it  ready  for  iheniy 
that  in  it  they  may  lie  quietly  and  eafily  till  the  morn- 
ing of  therefurrecHon,  when  theyftiall  enter  intothe 
full  and  eternal  pofleflion  of  the  glory  that  is  to  be 
revealed;  Thefe  grave-cloaths  were  found  ia  very 
good  order ;  whicii  fliews  that  his  body  was  not  fto- 
len  away  when  the  watch  flept,  as  the  chief  priefts  and 
elders  foolilhly  bade  them  fay.  Robbers  of  tombs 
have  been  known  to  take  away  the  cloaths,  and  leave 
the  body  ;  but  none  ever  took  away  the  body,  and 
left  the  cloaths,  efpeciaily  when  they  were  made  of 
fine  linen  and  new* 

(4.)  Chrift's  rerurreclion  was  attended  with  that  of 
many  others,  Matth.  xxvii.  52,  53.  The  graves  divert 
opened^  and  many  bodies  of  faints  which  Jlept^  o,rofe^  and 
came  out  cf  the  graves  after  his  rcfurredion^  and  went 
into  the  holy  city^  and  appeared  unto  many.  Here  ob- 
I'erve,  [1.]  Who  they  were  that  role.  They  are  ex- 
prefsly  called  faints  :  perfons  fanctified  by  the  Spirit 
and  grace  ot  God:  for  fuch  only  Hull  rife  by  the  vir- 
tue and  power  of  Ciirift's  relurrection.  Who  they 
were,  whether  the  ancient  patriarchs,  the  Old-tefta- 
ment  martyrs,  or  more  modern  faints,  who  lived  in 
Chriil*s  time,  but  died  before  liim,  cannot  be  deter- 
mined. [2  J  Ihat  their  number  was  confiderable; 
they  are  called  nuiKy,  1  he  benefit  of  our  Lord's  re- 
lurredion  extends  to  many.  [3.]  The  time  of  their 
riling  was  pofterior  to  Cihritl's  relurredion.  For 
though  before  this  the  eartli  did  quake,  the  rocks 
rend,  and  the  graves  were  opened,  yet  none  of  them 
ftirrcd  out  of  ihele  dark  manfions  till  Chrift  was  ri- 
fen.  It  is  in  virtue  of  Chrill's  refurredion,  that  the 
bodies  of  all  the  iaints  Ihall  in  the  fulnels  of  time  rife 
jigain,  [4.]  They  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  ap- 
peared unto  many.  They  did  not  appear  to  all  the 
people,  but  to  many  ;  but  whether  triends  or  enc- 
iuis.5,   ia   what  manner  they  appeared,   how   often, 
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what  they  did  and  faid,  and  how  they  difappeared, 
are  fecret  things,  not  to  be  known.  It  is  very  pro- 
bable however,  that  the  great  defign  of  their  appear- 
ing to  fo  many  was  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  truth 
and  certainty,  to  the  power  and  glory  ot  our  Re- 
deemer's refurreckion.  [5.]  What  became  of  thefe 
faints  afterwards,  is  a  queltion  not  eafy  to  be  deter- 
mined. Some  are  of  opinion,  that  as  they  rofc  only 
to  bear  witnefs  of  Clirili's  refurrection  to  thofe  to 
whom  they  appeared,  fo  having  finiflied  this  their 
""work,  they  retired  to  their  graves  again.  But  ic 
feems  to  be  more  agreeable  both  to  the  Redeemer's 
honour  and  theirs,  to  fuppofe,  that  they  rofc  as  he 
did,  to  die  no  more,  and  therefore  aicended  with 
him  into  glory. 

7*  The  fruits  of  ChriU's  refurrection.  Amongft 
many,  I  only  name  the  following. 

(li)  It  is  an  argument  of  his  having  made  complete 
fatisfaclion  to  the  jullice  of  God  for  the  fins  of  his 
people,  John  xvi.  10.  When  the  juil  judge  opens  the 
priJqn-door,  it  fays  that  the  priioner's  debt  is  fully 
paid,  and  he  has  received  fstisfaclion  for  all  demands 
from  him.  Chrift's  refurrection  was  in  effect  a  dilV 
charge  of  all  the  debt  he  had  taken  upon  him  to  piy. 

(2.)  It  is  an  argument,  that  the  bodies  of  the  elect 
Ihaii  be  raifed  at  the  lall  day,  i  Cor.  xv.  20.  Nozu  is 
Chrift  rifen  from  the  deady  and  become  the  Jirjl -fruits  of 
them  that  fleft.  If  Chriil  has  rifen,  the  power  of 
death  is  broken.  And  the  fame  Spirit  dwells  in  his 
members,  Rom.  viiL  11.  And  all  the  benefits  of  the 
covenant  Ihall  be  made  forthcoming,  iecing  he  is  a- 
live  to  become  executor  of  his  own  reftamcut. 

(3.)  The  duty  of  believers  flowing  from  this  is,  to 
Valk  in  newnefs  of  hfc,  Rom.  vi.  4.  They  are  to  rife 
from  the  grave  of  fin,  and  to  put  on  the  robes  of 
true  holincis.  Dead  finners  are  not  fit  members  of  2. 
living  head. 

II.  Chriil  afcended  into  heaven,  the  feat  of  th^ 
fcleffcd.     Concerning  this  let  us  obieivc, 
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1.  In  what  refpeft  he  afcended.  Not  in  refpe£l  of 
his  divine  nature,  for  that  can  change  no  place,  and 
is  confined  to  no  place ;  but  in  refpeft  of  his  humaq 
nature,  which  is  io  prcfcnc  in  one  place,  that  it  can- 
not be  in  another  at  the  lame  time,  and  it  changetb 
one  place  for  another  by  local  motion,  It  was  his  hu« 
man  body  that  afcended  into  heaven,  and  which  the 
heavens  muft  contain  till  the  time  of  the  reftitution 
of  ali  things. 

2.  The  reality  of  his  afcenfion.  He  did  not  mere- 
ly diiappear,  but  by  a  local  motion  went  up  fvoux  the 
earth  unto  the  higheft  heavens,  leaving  the  one,,  and 
going  to  the  other.  And  he  afcended  in  a  vifible 
manner,  before  the  eyes  of  his  difciples. 

3.  The  time  of  it ;  which  was  forty  days  after  his 
relurreftion.  Acts  i.  2.  3.  This  his  long  ftay  on  earth 
was  the  blefled  efiecl  of  his  raatchlefs  apJ  unparalld- 
led  love  to  his  church  and  people.  Though  iheflFablc 
glory  was  prepared  and  waiting  for  him  in  heaven, 
yet  he  would  not  go  to  poflels  it  till  he  had  orderc4 
all  tilings  aright  that  concerned  the  good  of  his  fol- 
lowers here  on  earth.  More  particularly,  he  ftaid  (o 
long  on  earth, 

(i.)  That  he  might  the  more  convincingly  teftify  un-* 
to  his  difciples  the  truth  of  his  hum.inity,  and  con- 
liim  them  in  the  faith  of  his  being  ti'uly  man. 

(2.)  To  confirm  them  ftill  the  more  Itrongly  in  the 
faith  of  his  rcfurreclion  from  the  dead.  This  was  a 
truth  which  the  difciples  were  not  eafily  induced  tq 
believe.  Hence  when  they  firft  heard  it  from  Mary 
Magdalene  and  the  other  women  that  had  been  at  the 
jepulchre,  it  is  faid,  that  their  words  feenied  to  them  an 
idle  tales ^  and  they  believed  them  not^  Luke  xxiv.  11.' 
But  his  Haying  fo  long  on  the  earth,  and  frequently 
converfing  with  them,  gave  them  full  aiTurance  of  the 
reiility  of  his  refurrection.  He  fticwed  himfelf  aliv^ 
to  them  by  many  inf2llible  proofs.  He  walked  and 
talked  with  them,  ate  and  drank  with  them.  He  a- 
^ain  and  again  ihcwcd  them  the  marks  of  the  wounds 
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in  his  hands,  and  feet,  and  fide ;  which  was  the  ut- 
inoft  proof  the  thing  was  capable  of  or  required.  Bc- 
iides,  it  was  cot  one  or  two,  but  many  proofs  which 
he  gave  them  of  this :  for  he  was  feen  by  them  forty 
days  J  not  indeed  conftantly  refiding  with  them,  but 
frequently  appearing  to  them,  and  bringing  them  by 
degrees  to  be  fully  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  his  rcfur- 
reclion, 

(3,)  To  inftrucl  them  more  clearly  and  perfeftly  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  myfteries  of  his  kinfrdora,  which 
after  his  departure  they  were  to  preach  and  propagatt 
thrxDugh  the  world.  He  had  given  them  a  general  i- 
dea  ot  that  kingdom,  and  of  the  time  when  it  ihould 
be  fet  up,  in  the  parable  of  the  vineyard,  Mark  xii. ;' 
but  upon  this  occafion  he  let  them  more  clearly  into 
the  nature  of  it,  ^  a  kingdom  of  grace  in  this  world, 
and  of  glory  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  po  doubt 
opened  to  them  that  covenant  which  is  the  great  char- 
ter by  which  it  is  incorporated.  Thus  our  Lord  did 
pot  entertain  his  difciples  with  difcourfes  about  poli- 
tics in  the  kingdoms  of  m*n,  abput  philofophy  in  the 
kingdqm  of  catyre,  but  about  pure  divinity  and  his 
Ipiritual  kingdom,  which  were  matters  of  greateit 
concern  both  to  themfelves,  and  to  thofe  to  whom  they 
were  in  a  little  time  to  preach. 

4.  The  manner  of  our  Lord's  afcenfion. 

(i.)  He  afcendpd  not  figuratively  and  metaphorical- 
ly, but  really  and  corporally^  by  a  local  tranllation  of 
jiis  human  nature  from  the  earth  to  the  faigheft  hea- 
vens. He  afcended  from  a  mount,  an  high  and  emi- 
nent place,  to  afcertain  his  difciples  of  the  truth  of  his 
afcenlion.  Jle  did  not  withdraw  himfelf  from  them 
as  at  other  times,  but  afcended  openly  in  the  view  pt, 
them  all,  they  looking  ftedfaftly  toward  heaven  as  he 
went  up.  He  afcended  from  the  mount  of  Olives, 
that  he  might  enter  on  his  glory  nigh  the  place  where. 
he  began  iiis  fufferings,  and  the  laft  tragical  fccne 
of  his  life.  It  was  at  this  mounc  that  his  heart  was 
made  fad  j  for  there  he  began  to  be  forrowful  «\nd  Ipre 


102  Of  Chriji's  Exaltation. 

amazed  :  and  it  was  there  alfo  that  his  heart  was  made 
glad,  and  filled  with  incfFable  and  triumphant  joy* 
The  fame  place  afforded  him  a  pafTage  both  to  his 
crofs  and  to  his  crown  ;  for  there  his  forrows  and  fuf- 
ferings  began,  and  from  thence  he  afcended  into  hea- 
ven. 

(2.)  He  afcended  while  he  was  blefiing  his  difciples. 
He  bleffed  them  as  one  having  authority ;  yea  com- 
manded the  blcfling  upon  them.  And  while  he  was 
io  employed,  he  was  parted  from  them,  to  intimate 
that  his  being  fo  did  not  put  an  end  to  his  blcfling  of 
them,  but  that  this  privilege  was  to  be  continued  with 
them  by  virtue  of  his  powerful  interceflion  for  them 
in  heaven.  The  firfl  tidiuG^s  of  our  Redeemer's  birth 
were  attended  with  praifes  to  God  and  bleffings  to 
men  :  he  began  his  public  miniftry  with  pronouncing 
bleffings  on  certain  characters,  Matth.  v.  ;  when  he 
died,  he  breathed  out  his  foul  in  bleffings  to  his  ene- 
njies,  Father^  forgive  them^  for  they  hiow  not  what  they 
do  ;  .and  juft  when  he  was  leaving  tihe  world,  he  was 
tranllated  with  a  bleffing  in  his  mouth. 

(3.)  He  afcended  powerfully,  even  by  his  own  al- 
mighty power.  As  by  chc  power  of  his  eternal  God- 
head he  broke  through  the  gloomy  fliades  of  the  grave, 
and  rofe  again  to  an  immortaj  life ;  fo  by  the  fame  al- 
mighty ftrength  he  went  glorioully  up  through  the 
yielding  air  into  the  bright  regions  of  eternal  light. 
Enoch  and  Elijah  were  both  tranllated  foul  and  body 
into  heaven  ;  but  this  was  not  by  their  own,  but  by 
a  divine  power  which  exerted  itfelf  upon  that  occa- 
fion  by  the  miniltry  of  angels.  But  our  Redeemer 
went  up  upon  the  wings  of  his  own  almighty  power* 

(-^.)  He  afcended  fofcly  and  gradually.  Though 
]iis  conduct  in  this  matter  could  not  but  llrike  with  si 
Itrong  furprife  upon  the  minds  of  his  difciples,  yet  his 
motion  was  fo  plain,  eafy,  and  diftincl,  that  it  tell  ve- 
ry clearly  under  their  obfervation  :  for  ivhile  they  bc' 
held  he  v;as  taken  up^  and  a  cloud  rcwlvcii  bim  out  of  their 
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ftght.     Thus  he  departed  by  little  and  little,  and  not 
in  a  rapturous  hafte. 

.    (5.)  He  afcended  in  a  glorious  and  triumphant  man- 
ner. 

[^i.]  There  was  a  cloud  prepared  as  his  royal  chari- 
ot to  carry  him  up  to  his  princely  palace.     A  cloud, 
in  the  natural  notion  of  it,  is  a  thick  and  moift  va- 
pour, drawn  up  from  the  earth  or  fea,  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  to  the  middle  region  of  the  air,  where  it  is 
further  condenfed,  congealed,  and  thickened  by  the 
coldnefs  of  the  place,  and  fo  hangs  or  moves  like  a 
huge  mountain  in  the  midft  of  the  air,  partly  from  na- 
tural caufes,  the  fun  or  the  wind,  but  efpecially  by 
fupernatural  ones,   the  mighty  power  and  appoint- 
ment of  God,  who  is  faid  to  ufe  the  clouds  as  princes 
do  horfes  of  ftate  or  chariots  of  triumph  to  ride  on- 
.Thus  he  defcended  in  a  cloud  to  Mofes,  and  proclaimed 
the  name  of  the  Lord,    Exod.  xxxiv.  5, ;  and  it  is 
faid.  If.  xix.  i .  Behold^    the  Lord  rideth  upon  a  fwift 
cloud.     We  find  the  clouds  were  ferviceable  to  our  Re- 
'  deemer :  for  a  bright  cloud  overfhadowed  him  at  his 
transfiguration  ;  he  was  carried  up  in  a  cloud  to  hea- 
ven at  his  afccnfion;  and  at  the  laft  day,  the  clouds 
will  be  the  chariots  which  will  bring  him  to  judgement. 
Hereby  Chrift  difcovered  himfelf  to  be  Lord  of   all 
the  creatures.      He  had  already  trampled  upon  the 
earth,  walked  upon  the  fea,  vanquiflied  bell  and  the 
grave  ;  and  now  he  makes  the  clouds  his  chariots,  and 
rides  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

[^2.]]  In  his  afceniion  he  was  attended  with  a  bright 
and  blefl'ed  retinue  of  glorious  angels.  Thefe  angelic 
fpirits  graced  the  folenuiity  of  his  birth  with  anthems 
of  triumphant  joy  ;  they  miniftered  to  him  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  forty  days  temptation  by  the  devil ;  when 
he  was  expofed  to  his  amazing  agony  in  the  garden  the 
gvening  before  his  crucifixion,  they  waited  on  hipi ; 
and  now  when  he  is  making  his  triumphant  entrance 
into  glory,  their  prefence  adds  to  the  glorious  folemni- 
ty  of  the  happy  day.     To  this  we  may  add,  that  it  is 
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not  an  improbable  fiippofition,  that  on  this  grand  oc- 
cafion  he  was  attended  with  the  company  of  thofe 
many  Taints  that  rofe  from  the  dead  after  his  refuT- 
reclion  ;  whom  he  carried  along  with  him  npt  only  to 
grace  tlie  folcmnity  of  his  afcenfioil,  but  as  the  firft 
fruits  of  his  triumph  over  death  and  the  grave,  and  a 
dcmonftrative  evidence  that  the  reft  fliould  follow  ia 
due  time. 

[3.]  He  went  to  heaven  as  a  glorious  conqueror, 
triumphing  over  all  his  enemies.  When  ht  afcended 
up  on  highj  fays  the  apoftlc,  he  led  captivity  captive^ 
Eph.  iv.  8.  As  conquerors  of  old  in  their  folemn 
triumphs  ufed  to  lead  their  captives  fettered  with 
iron  chains;  fo  Chrift  having  fpoiled  principalities  and 
powers,  made  a  Ihew  of  them  openly^  triumphing  b- 
ver  them^  Col.  ii.  15.  Some  think  that  at  Chrift's 
afcenfion  there  was  fome  real  vifible  triumph,  fdmeo< 
pen  pbmp  and  fhew,  in  which  the  devils  were  led  as 
chained  captives  through  the  air ;  which  was  vifible, 
not  to  all,  but  to  God,  the  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of 
juft  men  made  perfect.  But  whatever  be  in  this^  it  is 
certain  that  Chrift  fought  and  overcame  all  his  ene- 
mies ;  he  gave  them  the  laft  blow  upon  the  crofs,  he 
feized  on  the  fpoil  at  his  relurrcclion,  and  led  them 
in  triumph  at  his  afcenfion  into  heaven,  and  by  his 
peaceable  poflTeflion  of  his  throne  his  fubjects  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  all. 

[4.]  He  afcended  into  heaven  with  fliouts  and  ac- 
clamations of  great  joy,  Pfal.  xlvii.  5.  God  is  gone  up 
with  a  fiout^  the  Lord  with  the  found  cf  a  trumpet* 
Hence,  i.)  His  afcenfion  was  celebrated  with  the  ac- 
claruations  of  angels.  If  they  fang  fo  chcarfully  when 
they  came  to  proclaim  his  birth,  O  what  fhouts  and 
jubilations  were  heard  among  them  when  they  accom* 
j)anied  him  in  his  triumphant  entrance  into  heaven! 
The  whole  city  of  God  was  moved  at  iiis  coming ; 
the  very  heavens  refounded,  and  echoed  their  accla- 
mations of  joy.  Hence  is  that  pafiuige,  Pfal.xxiv.  7. 
Lift  up  your  beads ^  0  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye  lift  up^  ye  e^ 
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vferhjiin^  doors  ;  and  the  King  of  glory  J/j all  come  in.  The 
entry  or  a  mighty  and  vi6lorious  prince  is  there  de- 
icribed  ;  and  fo  it  is  proper  unto  Chrift  :  they  applaud 
him  there  as  a  mighty  conqueror,  newly  returned 
from  the  fpoils  of  his  enemies.  2.)  The  bleiTed  Taints 
make  the  like  applaufes,  as  the  prophet  defcribes  it, 
in  Ixiii.  t.  2.  3.  Who  is  this  that  comet h  from  Edom^ 
wtb  died  garments  from  Bozrah  f  this  that  is  glorious  in 
bis  apparely  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  Jlrength  ?  I 
tbat  Jpeak  in  righteoufnefs^  mighty  to  fave.  Wherefore 
drt  thou  red  in  thine  apparel^  and  thy  garments  like  hrni 
tbat  treadeth  in  the  wine  fat?  I  have  trodden  the  wine-prefs 
alene^  and  of' the  people  there  was  none  with  me  :  for  I 
nvill  tread  them  in  mine  anger ^  and  trample  them  in  my  fu^ 
ry^  and  their  blood  fhall  be  f prink  led  upon  my  garment  Sy 
arid  I  will  flain  all  my  raiment.  There  is  here  a  dia- 
logue between  Chrift  and  the  faints,  to  exprefs  their 
acclamations  at  his  vidory.  They  are  reprefented  as 
filled  with  admiration  at  his  glorious  triumphs  over 
all  his  enemies  ;  and  they  celebrate  his  vidorious  re« 
turn  from  fo  bloody  a  battle,  like  a  great  and  valiant 
general,  glorioufly  adorned  with  rich  robes  and  royal 
apparel,  and  befprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  impla- 
cable,  enemies.  3.)  God  teilifies  his  approbation  of 
!what  Chrift  had  done,  by  giving  him  a  kindly  wel- 
come home  to  heaven,  Pfal.  ex.  i.  The  Lord  faid  un* 
to  my  L/)rdy  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine 
enemies  thy  footftooL  As  if  he  had  faid,  "  Thy  work 
is  well  done,  Son,  thou  art  welcome  home  to  glory  ; 
fit  now  at  my  right  hand,  dr^."  And  on  this  account 
it  is  faid,  Dan.  vii.  13.  I  faw  in  the  night-vifions ^  and 
behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  man,  came  with  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought 
bim  near  before  him.  This  vifion  of  Chrift  was  accom- 
plilhed  in  his  afcenfion.  The  holy  angels  bring  him  to 
the  Father,  called  here  the  Ancient  of  days,  who  glori- 
oufly rewards  him  for  his  coil  and  travel  on  earth,  and 
his  bloody  fufferings  in  accompliihing  the  work  of 
man's  redemption,  and  receives  him  as  it  were  with 
Vol.  II.  O 
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open  arms,  rejoicing  exceediagly  to  fee  him  agaift  x* 

heaven ;  and  therefore  he  is  ^id  Co  be  received  up  wt$ 

glory y  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  •  .     *    . 

%   (6.)  He  afcended  ioto  heaven  in  a  mof^  munifioeiit 

manner,  beftowing  many  royal  g^fts  and  bleifing9up>i 

on  his  people.    Hence  iays.  the  apoftle,  £phi  m  8. 

When  he  afcended  up  on  high,  be  led  captioity  eaptioef 

and  gave  gifts  unto  men*  *   The  apoftle  oere  refers  ^to 

Ffal.  Ixviii.  I?.  77^21  hafi  afcended  on  high^  thou  h^ 

led  captivity  captive:  thou  haft  received  gifts  f^men^ 

yeoyfor  the  rebellious  alfo^  that  the  Ldrd  God  might  dwA. 

among  them.    There  is  here  an  allufion  to  the  anckst 

cufiom  of  princes  or  generals,  who^  after  feme  gkNEi* 

ous  achie\'em€nts  or  vidiories,  ufed  to  mount  tkdr 

triumphant  chariot,  and  enter  into  their  royil  dtkt 

Attended  by  their  captive  enemies,  and  afterwards  to 

diftribute  gifts  to  their  fubjecb  and  ibldiers»     TM 

Ohrift  at  bis  glorious  afceniion,.  when  be  entered 'liw 

ven  with  folemn  triumph,  beftowed  many  rich  aodili* 

cftimable  gifts  upon  men,  to  fit  and  qualify  them  foe 

the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  to  edify  his  myftical 

body.     Some  of  thefe  gifts  were  extraordinary,  as  the 

gifts  of  tongues  and  miracles,  which  were  neceffi^f 

aiid  very  ufeful  in  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity.    Q^ 

tbers  again  were  ordinary,  and  are  to  continue  ta^ 

end  of  the  world.     And  thefe  are  of  various  Idndik 

To  fome  he  gives  depths  of  learning  and  a  profound 

judgement,  to  others  a  gaining  elocution  ;  ro  fome  I 

mighty  pathos  and  melting  influence  upon  the  affefr 

tions,  and  to  others  a  forcible  power  of  arguing.    YHxt 

they  are  all  defigned  to  gain  fouls  to  Chrifl,  and  pit^ 

raote  the  interefts  of  his  kingdom.  (\ 

5.  Why,   or  for  what  ends  Chrifl  afcended  iiit9 

heaven.  a 

(i.)  That  he  might  be  folemnly  inaugurated  andi^r 

flailed  in  giory.     1  his  was  due  unto  him  by  mediatory 

compaft.     He  was  to  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  uayr 

and  therefore  fliould  he  lift  up  his  head.     This  was 

the  order  that  God  appointed  for  his  eJi:altation.     llie 
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combat  was  to  precede  his  triumph.  He  was  firft  to 
fuffer,  and  then  to  enter  into  glory.  Hence  we  read, 
f  Pet,  i.  ir.  that  the  Spirit  did  tejtify  beforehand  the 
fufferingi  of  Cbrifty  and  the  glory  that  (hould  follow. 
His  triumphant  laurel  grew  upon  the  thorns  of  his 
crofs,  and  received  a  verdure  from  his  dying  tears. 
The  palms  fpread  in  his  way  at  his  entrance  into  Je- 
rufalem  a  little  before  his  death,  are  regarded  by  fome 
as  an  emblem  of  this,  it  being  the  nature  of  that  plant 
to  grow  and  iqcreafe  the  higher,  by  the  weights  that 
arc  hung  upon  it.  For  fo  did  our  blefied  Lord  rife 
to  a  more  glorious  aqd  triumphant  height  by  his  heavy 
prelTures. 

(2.)  To  make  way  for  the  Spirit.  For  if  Chrift  had 
tiot  gone  away,  the  Comforter  hacj  not  come.  This 
plentiful  cffi^fion  of  the  Spirit' was  very  neceflary  to 
^t  and  (qualify  the  apoftles  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
throtigH  the  world.  Such  weak  and  illiterate  men  as 
they  generally  were,  could  not  have  managed  fo  great 
a  work  without  a  mighty  magazine  of  divine  elo- 
quence, and  vigorous  courage.  It  was  therefore  need- 
^  that  our  grdat  High  Prieft  flxould  enter  into  the 
holy  place,  and  appear  bcfor^  God  with  the  blood  of 
his  facrifice ;  that  the  treafur^s  of  the  Spirit  ipight  be 
opened,  and  that  the  divine  flame  might  iffue  out 
thence  to  infpire  them  w^th  abilities  for  fo  great  an 
undertaking. 

(3  )  ^^  plea<i  and  make  int^rceffioq  for  his  people^ 
After  hch^d  ftied  his  precious  blood  on  the  earth  for 
the  expiation  of  their  fin,  he  rofe  again  from  the 
4cad,  and  wei^t  up  into  heaven  as  their  Advocate  and 
|nterceflbr;  that,  by  the  virtue  of  his  meritorious 
facrifice,  he  might  anfwer  all  the  charges  biought  a- 
gainil  them,  and  fue  out  all  the  goo4  things  promifed 
to  them. 

(4.)  To  prepare  manfions  of  glory  for  all  his  fojlowr 
crs,  John  xiv.  2.  Thefc  were  indeed  prepared  for  them 
from  all  eternity,  in  the  immutable  purpofe  and  decree 
pf  Qod,  and  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  by  hij;, 
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creative  power.  But  they  were  further  prepared  by 
Chrift's  afcenlion.  And  this  lies  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars, [i.]  By  this  he  fct  open  the  gates  of  hea- 
ven, that  poar  firners  might  enter  in.  He  removed 
all  the  bars  and  obilriirtions  thnt  were  in  the  way,  and 
made  a  patent  palTige  for  them  into  glory.  [^2.]  He 
hath  as  a  public  perlon  taken  pofieflion  of  the  celeftial 
kingdom  in  their  nanrie.  On  this  account  he  is  called 
ihe  forerunner,  Heb.  vi.  20.  [3.J  He  prepares  it  for 
his  people,  in  his  fanctifying  and  purifying  it  for  them, 
This  was  typified  of  old  by  the  fprinkling  the  taber- 
nacle and  all  the  veflels  of  the  fanduary,  with  tho 
tlood  of  the  facrifices.  Hence  it  is  faid,  Heb.  is, 
•i  g.  24.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  that  the  patterns  of 
things  in  the  heavens  fhould  be  purified  with  thefe  ;  but 
the  heavenly  thingi  themfelves  with  hiler  facrifiiei  than 
ihefe.  For  Chriji  is  mt  entered  into  the  holy  places  made 
with  hands,  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true  ;  hut  intu 
heaven  'ifelf,  now  to  appear  m  the  prefence  of  Ged  Jot 
us.  We  are  not  to  think  that  heaven  was  polluted, 
and  fo  under  any  neceffity  of  being  made  clean :  but 
the  cry  of  man's  fin  had  afcendcd  up  on  high  as  il 
were  with  a  flinking  favour ;  and  therefore  Chrift  be- 
hoved to  go  up  and  perfume  it  with  his  precious 
pieiit.  [^.]  He  prepares  it  ibr  his  people,  in  provi- 
ding and  biting  ail  things  for  their  entertainment  a- 
g^inft  they  come  ;  as  Joieph  was  fent  into  Egypt  to 
prepaie  for  his  father  Jacob. 

Lafily,  The  duty  that  this  lays  on  all  that  pretend 
intercft  in  Chrill.  (i.)  Let  our  hearts  be  there  wberp 
our  Lord  is.  Hence  is  that  exhortation,  Col.  iii.  \.  i^ 
If  ye  then  he  rifen  with  Cbrifl^feck  thofe  things  which  an 
above,  where  Chrifl  fillelh  at  the  right  hand  of  Ged.  Stt 
yiiir  ajedion  on  things  above,  net  on  things  on  the  earth- 
Let  us  not  be  purfumg  earthly  things  as  our  freafure, 
but  live  in  this  world  ;is  ihole  whole  heads  are  home- 
ward, to  the  houfc  prepared  by  their  afcended  Lord. 
(2.)  Let  us  thence  be  encouraged  to  encounter  with 
magnanimity  and  courage  all  difficulties  that  we  may 
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meet  with  in  our  Chriftian  courfe  and  warfare ;  kndw- 
Ing  that  we  fliall  be  conquerors  at  laft  through  him 
that  loved  us,  Chrift  fought  his  way  to  the  glory 
promifed  him  through  legions  of  armed  hofts ;  and  fo 
muft  we,  if  we  would  be  conformed  to  him  as  our 
head :  he  has  reached  to  the  crown  as  the  reward  of 
his  obedience  and  fufFerings  \  and  fo  fhall  we  if  we 
follow  on  in  his  ftrength  :  Let  usj  therefore,  lay  q/ide 
every  weighty  and  the  Jin  which  doth  fi  eajily  befet  usj 
and  let  us  run  with  fatience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us^ 
Heb.  xii.  i. 

III.  The  third  ftep  of  our  Lord^s  exaltation  is  his 
fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 

This  phrafe,  the  right  hand  of  God,  Heb.  i.  5, 
Mark  xvi.  19.  Eph.  i.  20.  i  Pet.  iii.  22.  is  not  to  be 
taken  properly,  but  in  a  figurative  fenfe^  For  God 
teing  a  pure  fpirit,  is  void  of  all  bodily  parts.  When 
it  is  faid,  that  Chrift  iits  at  God's  right  hand,  it  is  a 
borrowed  expreffion,  wherein  the  Lord  is  pleafcd  to' 
condefcend  to  the  weaknefs  of  our  capacities,  to  the 
end  we  may  form  fuitable  thoughts  of  that  glorious 
and  exalted  ftate  unto  which  Chrift  is  advanced  in  the 
heavens.  The  phrafe  is  wholly  metaphorical,  taken 
from  the  cuftom  of  kings  and  princes,  who  ufe  to 
place  thofe  at  their  right  hands,  and  next  to  themr 
relves,.upon  whom  they  would  confer  the  chief  marks 
of  favour  and  honour,  More  particularly,  the  right 
hand  denotes, 

I.  Majefty  and  honour.  It  is  the  place  we  confer 
upon  thofe  we  highly  efteem.  Thus  Solomon  placed 
his  mother  at  his  right  hand,  when  he  was  fet  on  his 
royal  throne,  2  Kings  ii.  19.  And  it  is  faid  of  the 
^hurch,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  to  denote  the  honour 
that  he  puts  upon  her,  that  fbe  is  at  his  right  hand, 
Plal.  ^Iv,  9.  Upon  thy  right  hand  did  ft  and  the  queen  in 
gold  of  Qphir.  So  God,  in  teftimony  of  the  great  ho- 
nour and  efteem  that  he  puts  upon  Chrift  as  Mediator, 
•hath  fet  him  at  his  right  hand,  which  on  this  account 
is  called  the  right  band  of  the  Majefty  on  higb^  Heb^i.  J^ 
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2.  His  power.  Hence  faith  the  pfalraift,  Pfal.  Ixxvif. 
lo.  I  faid.  This  is  my  infirmity  :  but  I  -wilt  remember  the 
years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Mojl  High.  There  we 
find  God's  power  under  the  metonymy  of  a  right 
baud,  oppofed  to  the  infirmity  of  his  fervant.  "  My 
jnlirm  and  weak  faith,"  faith  Afaph,  "  made  me  apt 
to  fink  under  the  weight  of  heaven's  difpleafure  ;  but 
when  I  called  to  mind  my  fweet  experiences  of  the  di- 
vine power  which  had  been  exerted  for  my  deliverance 
in  former  difireffes,  this  revived  my  fpirit,  and  refrefli- 
cd  me  again." 

Chrift's  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  implies  the 
following  things. 

1.  A  Itate  of  reft,  jMicah  iv.  4.  They  flail  fit  evtry 
man  under  bit  vine  and  under  his  fig-tree.  Chrift  had  a 
troublefome  life  while  in  the  world  ;  but  now  that  he 
has  finifhcd  the  work  the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  hi 
has  for  ever  fat  down  at  the  right  hand  cf  God,  Heb. 
X.  \i.  and  is  thereby  fet  beyond  the  reach  of  men  and 
devils.  While  here  they  would  give  him  no  reft  from 
his  ciadle  to  his  grave;  but  now  they  may  tear  his 
pidure,  and  perfecyte  his  members,  but  they  cannot 
reach  his  perfon. 

2,  Continuance  in  that  ftate  ;  2  Kings  vii.  3.  W!yj 
fit  -we  here  until  zue  die?  laid  the  four  leprous  men  at 

the  gate  of  Samaria.  The  days  of  forrow  that  he  raet 
with  on  earth  fhall  never  recur ;  his  crown  {hall  Bou>- 
lifii  on  Iiis  head,  and  his  kingdom  jland  firm  and  he 
eftablilhed. 

His  fitting  at  God's  right  hand  denotes, 

1.  The  accompliihment  of  that  work,  and  the  con- 
fummation  of  all  thofe  offices  which  he  was  to  per- 
form on  tlie  earth  for  the  redemption  of  elect  finners. 
For  till  all  this  was  finiflied,  he  was  not  to  return  to 
his  glory.  For  he  that  hath  entered  into  bis  reft,  hatb 
isafedfnm  his  works,  as  God  did  from  his,  Heb.  iv.  10, 

2.  The  great  delight  and  fatisfaiftion  that  the  Fa- 
ther had  ill  Chiifi,  and  in  that  glorious  work  which 
^c  l^atl  fijiifliedi    ^h%xi._  ^c  return fd^/rom  earth  to 
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hexveuy  the  Father  welcomed  him  with  th^  created 
tefiimony  of*  fatisfaftion  and  joy.  Sit  thou  on  my  right 
bandy  &c*  PiaU  ex.  i. 

3-  The  CTcat  honour  and  dignity  to  which  he  is  ad- 
vanced in  neaven.  While  he  Was  here  on  earth,  he 
vailed  his  divinity  with  the  infirmities  of  the  flefli,  and 
Uved  in  a  mean  and  low  condition  :  but  now  he  is  ex- 
alted to  the  higheil  honour.  In  this  refpect  he  hath  be* 
ftowed  more  honour  upon  his  own  Son  as  Mediator, 
than  ever  he  did  on  any  creature :  for,  as  it  is  faid, 
Heb.  u  i^  To  which  of  the  angels  faid  he  at  any  time^ 
Sit  thou  at  my  right  handy  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy 
footfiool  ? 

4.  His  being  in  vetted  with  fovereign  dominion  and 
iiipreme  authority  and  power.  God  hath  highly  exalt" 
ed  bimy  and  given  him  a  name  abov^  every  name y  Phil. 
ii«  9.  10.  He  hath  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the 
heavenly  places^  far  above  all  principality y  and  power y 
and  mighty  and  dominion y  &c.  Thou  madejl  him  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels y  i.  e.  in  refpeft  of  his  ftate  of 
humiliation  on  the  earth  ;  thou  hajl  crowned  him  with 
glory  and  honoury  and  fet  him  over  the  work  of  thy  hands  y 
and  hafl  put  all  things  in  fubjedion  under  his  feet,  Heb. 
ii.  7.  8. 

It  is  Chrift  as  Mediator  that  fits  at  the  Father's 
right  hand.  With  refpecl  to  his  divine  nature,  which  in 
the  days  of  his  fleih  was  as  a  bottle  in  the  fmoke,  ap- 
parently fuUied  arid  vailed,  it  now  breaks  forth  in  ail 
its  eflential  glory  and  fplendor.  And  with  regard  to 
his  human  nature,  which  while  tabernacling  here  bore 
the  likenefs  of  ilnful  flefli,  and  had  nothing  more  en- 
f^ging  in  it  than  that  of  other  men  to  outward  a- 
iped,  it  has  obtained  a  glory  farfuperior  to  all  crea- 
tures, even  ^lie  very  angeb  being  made  fubj^cl  to  the 
•man  Chrift. 

The  ends  for  which  our  Redeemer  fitteth  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  are  thefe  following. 

I.  That,  as  a  mighty  King,  he  may  protect  and  de- 
fend his  church  and  people,  againd  the  rage  of  ail 
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their  enemies,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual,  If.  xxxii. 
I.  2.  Dent,  xxxiii.  26.  27. 

2.  That  heraay  fubdue  all  the  enemies  of  his  king- 
dom and  people,  the  devil  with  all  his  retinue,  the 
world,  the  flefli,  fin,  and  hell,  Pfal.  ex.  i.  Acts  ii. 
gtf.  Heb.  x.  u.  13.   i  Cor.  xv.  25. 

3.  That  with  royal  mumficence  he  may  difpenfc 
unto  all  his  faithful  fubjcfts  all  thofe  gifts  and  graces 
that  may  qualify  them  for  the  fruition  of  that  glory 
that  is  to  berevealed,  Acts  v.  31.  j 

4.  That  he  may  aft  the  part  of  a  powerful  later*  \ 
ceffor  for  them,  Rom.  viii.  34. 

,5.  That  all  his  friends  and  followers  may  with  him 
be  tranflated  into  heaven,  and  advanced  unto  a  glo- 
rious ftale,  being  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  God, 
Eph.  i.  4.  5.  6.  Kev.  iii.  2  i. 

Use.  Behold  here  the  great  difference  between  our 
Redeemer's  ftate  while  here  on  earth,  and  what  it  is 
now  in  heaven.  How  wonderfully  is  the  fcene  chai- 
ged !  When  he  was  on  earth,  he  lodged  in  a  liable, 
but  now  he  reigns  in  a  royal  palace.  Then  he  had  a 
manger  for  his  cradle,  but  now  he  (its  in  a  chair  of 
flate.  Wliile  here  he  was  hated  and  fcorned  by  meo, 
but  now  he  is  adored  by  angels.  Here  his  name  was 
reproached  and  reviled,  but  there  he  hath  a  name  a- 
hove  every  name.  Here  he  was  a  man  of  forrows, 
and  acquainted  with  grief;  but  now  he  is  anointed 
with  the  oil  of  gladneis,  and  filled  with  iiiexprcffible 
delight  and  jny.  While  here  he  feemed  to  have  no 
form  or  comelinefs  why  he  fliouid  be  defired ;  but 
now  he  is  manifellly  the  briglitnefs  of  his  Father'i 
glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perlbn.  Here 
he  lay  grovelling  upon  the  ground,  fweating  dropi 
of  clotted  blood  ;  but  there  lie  fits  upon  a  royal 
throne,  furroundcd  with  many  myriads  of  holy  aa- 
gel^.  Here  he  groaned,  but  there  he  triumphs  j  here 
he  was  crucified,  but  there  he  is  crowned. 

2.  Behold  how  highly  our  nature  is  dignified  and 
ennobled,  ia  the  pcrlon  of  our  Redeemer.     It  is  far 
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exaiteci  above  t|xat  of  the  angels ;  and  tbefe  glorious 
ipirits  bow  the  kpee  to  him  who  is  bone  of  our  bone^ 
and  flefh  of  our  flefh. 

9.  This  lets  lis  fee  that  the  redemption  of  16ft  fin* 
iier$9  that  was  brought  about  by  the  dcalth  of  Chrift, 
i^as  very  pleafing  unto  the  Father.  ^  The  great  digni- 
ty and  honour  that  is  now  conferred  upon  him,  fpeak^ 
a  fragrancy  in  his  fatisfa6Hon  to  God,  as  well  a3  a  ful- 
nefs  of  merit  for  the  fons  of  men. 

4.  Then  we  fl^ould  draw  near  to  him  in  all  the  du- 
ties of  worihip  with  the  mdft  awful  reverence  arid  the 
deepeft  proftration  o^  foul,  fuch  as  becomes  the  glo-^ 
ry  and  dignity  of  his  adorable  Majefty.  Let ^ us  have 
grace  whereby  we  may  ferve  him  acceptably,  with 
reverence  and  godly  fear. 

5*  Then  let  this  e:i:alted  Saviour  have  your  hands 
and  your  heart.-  Will  ye  deny  him  a  lodging  in  your 
fouls,  to  whom  the  Father  has  given  to  fit  on  hig  right 
hand  ?  The  rejeding  of  Chrife  in  his  htimibled  eftate, 
tvas  grievoufly  puniOxed  on  many  individuals,  and 
occafioned  the  deftruction  6(  the  JewiOi  church  and 
nation^  And  fhall  ye  efcape,  if  ye  rlrject  him  now  in 
his  exalted  and  enthroned  ftate  ?  It  is  better  that  our 
hearts  be  his  thrbne  where  he  may  fway  his  fceptre  in 
a  way  of  niercy  and  grace^  tbaii  that  ^e  be  made 
bis  footftool  in  wf ath. 

6.  Let  this  fettle  and  compofe  the  hearts  of  the 
Lord's  people,  with  refpect  to  the  ftate  of  feiigion, 
and  the  interefts  of  Ghrift^s  kingddm  ainohg  men. 
Chrift  is  feated  on  his  thfone,  arid  will  fee  to*  his  in- 
tereft  in  the  world.  Zion  s  God  and  King  reigneth,- 
\£i  lit.  7*  If  Chrift  be  on  hiis  throne,  all  his  enemies 
(hall  be  deftroyed.  As  fure  as  be  reigns  King  for  e- 
vcr,  fo  fure  &all  Antichrift  be  degraded  arid  bumbled 
from  off  bis  throne,  arid  all  the  rags  be  has  left  be- 
hind him  in  tlie  Proteftant  churthes  be  burrift. 

IV-  The  hft  ftep  of  tut  Lotd's  e^altatibn  is  bis 
coming  to  judge  the  wOrld  at  the  laft  day.    As  I  dif- 

Vol.  H.  P 
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'  conrfcdtprou  of  this  formCTty  *,  libalt.be  tlie  brirf 
cr  now.    I  fliall  eodeavour  a  little  to  confider, 

I.  Xlie  manner  and  circumftances  of  Chrift's  co> 
iDtog  to  judge  the  world, 
a.  The  Judge. 

3.  The  parties  to  be  judged. 

4.  The  matters  about  wEich  they  ate  to  be  judged. 

5.  The  properties  of  it. 

6.  The  6nal  caufes  of  the  judgement. 

FiKST,  I  am  fro  con^der  the  iaanner  and  circuni- 
fiances  of  Chrill's  coming  to  judge  the  World. 

1.  He  fliall  come  with  obfervation,  in  the  view  of 
the  whole  affcmbled  world :  for  all  the  kindreds  of 

,  the  earth  fhatl  on  that  day  fee  this  mighty  perfoaigc 
with  their  bodily  eyes.  None  of  alt  the  fons  and 
daaghters  of  Adam  can  poflibly  avoid  this  wonderful 
£ght.  Behold,  he  eenuth  with  tkudi,  and  every  rif 
jballjee  him,  and  all  kindredt  of  the  earth  Jhali  wait  if 
cau/e  of  htm,  Uev.  i.  7. 

2.  Though  he  fliall  come  with  obfervation,  or  in  a 
vifible  manner,  yet  he  will  do  fo  very  fuddenly  and 
furprifingly.  As  the  univerfal  deluge  catchcd  the 
old  world  fleeping  in  the  deepeft  fecurity,  fo  at  the  fe- 
cond  coming  of  Chrift  the  finners  of  the  laft  times 
-will  be  drenched  in  flambering  llupidity,  as  is  phio 
from  Matth.  sxiv.  37.  58.  39.  In  fiiort,  the  coming 
of  a  thief  to  break  a  houfe  is  not  more  furpriSng  to 
thofe  in  it,  than  Chrifl's  coming  to  judgement  will 
be  to  finncrs.  Hence  the  apoftle  fajs,  1  Thefl".  v.  2. 
TTaurfehes  know  perfeQly  that  the  day  cf  the  Lord  fo  la- 
meth  as  a  thief  tn  the  night. 

3.  He  wili  come  very  feafonably,  at  the  very  prcciic 
poiut  and  period  of  time  fixed  upon  in  the  cteniil 
counfels  of  heaven.  When  once  that  memorable  mo- 
ment begins,  he  will  delay  no  longer,  but  inflantly 

*  lyA^^t^^AXfU^-i^Owh  on  the  general  jtif^em/Ki,  m%Wd 
im  i\iti  FmrfcU^tUi,  ■(Inp  etlicr  r<imoa  on  th.t  iubjtaii  lu  befciul 
«D>bnf>  ^c  aiiiitor'i  MSS. 
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rend  the  heavens,  and  come  down,  j  Pet.  iii.  9.  10. 

4*  He  will  come  very  terribly.  In. that  day  the 
radiant  rays  of  his  majeftic  glory  will  break  out  with 
fuch  an  awful  brightnefs,  as  will  caufe  convulfipns  of 
the  moft  formidable  horror  in  the  breafls  of  the  un- 
godly*   See  Rev.  vi.  14. — 17. 

5,  Ho  will  come  glorioufly  :  for  then  Jhall  they  fee 
the  Son  of  man  aming  with  great  potver  and  glery^  Mark 
xiii.  26,    To  evince  this,  confider, 

(i,)  That  this  coming  will  be  ufliered  in  with  that 
which  our  Lord  himfeU  ciA^theftgn  of  the  Son  $f  man^ 
JMatth,  xxiv.  30,  What  this  lign  of  the  Son  of  man 
IS9  interpreters  are  not  agreed.  Some  take  it  to  be 
Chrifl:  himfelf,  others  the  burning  up  of  the  world, 
others  the  found  of  the  laft  trumpet,  and  the  Papiils 
the  crofs.  But  I  think  none  of  thefe  can  be  the  fign 
of  the  Lord  Chiift  coming  to  judgement.  I  rather 
incline  to  follow  the  opinion  of  a  judicious  divine, 
"who  gathers  what  the  fign  of  the  Son  of  man  is  from 
Matth.  xxiv.  27.  For  as  the  lightning  comet h  out  of  the 
eafl^  find  fhineth  even  unto  the  wejl ;  fo  fhall  alfo  the  co- 
ming of  the  Son  of  man  be:  that  iji,  with  intinite  bright- 
pefs  and  fplendor  will  he  come  at  that  day.  When 
he  appears  the  fccond  time  without  fin  unto  falvation, 
fuch  rays  of  radiant  brightnefs  will  fct  upon  and  ihine 
from  his  body,  as  will  darken  all  other  lights,  and  a- 
waken  the  drowzy  world  to  look  for  his  coming. 
Now,  that  fuch  a  brightnefs  will  encompafs  and  fhinc 
from  our  Redeemer's  body,  we  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  feeing  at  his  transfiguration  upon-  the  mount 
his  face  didjhine  as  the  fun^  and  his  raiment  was  white 
as  the  lights  Matth.  xvii.  2,  Now,  all  this  beauty  and 
brightnefs  that  appeared  on  our  Redeemer's  body 
at  /lis  transfiguration,  was  but  a  type  and  figure  of 
that  refulgent  fplendor  which  will  Ihine  from  it  in 
that  day  when  lift  will  come  to  judge  the  world  irx 
rightcoufnefs.  And  this  matchlefs  and  marvellous 
brightnefs  we  may  prefume  to  be  tha^t  whi<;;h  he  hiftx^ 
fclf  call§  the  fign  of  th(  S.on  of  n^an^^ 
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(2.)  When  our  Lord  comes,  the  whole  frame  of 
nature  will  fuiFer  the  uiofl  fearful  couvulfions,  and  at 
laft  be  rolled  up  in  an  univerfal  flame,  Ffal.  I.  3.  Dan. 
vii.  9.  10.  When  once  this  mighty  flame  breaks  out, 
it  will  burn  with  the  keeneft  fury,  and  lay  the  earth 
■with  atl  its  works  in  heaps  of  ruinous  rubbifh,  2  Pet* 
iii.  IQ. 

3.  At  his  coming  he  will  be  attended  with  a  fplen- 
did  retinue  of  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  glor 
rious  augels.  The  flaming  feraphims,  thofe  mighty 
miniftcrs  of  his  who  fulfil  all  his  pleafure,  fliall  in  i< 
inagnificent  body  form  a  majeftic  cavalcade,  when 
the  Prince  pf  the  Kings  of  the  earth  comes  to  judge- 
ment, Matth.  x%'i.  27.  2  Their,  i.  7.  Dan.  vii.  10. 

^.  When  he  comes,  he  wiJl  Cc  upon  a  throne  high 
and  lifted  up;  apd  before  him  fliaU  the  general  affem- 
bly  of  devils  and  men  be  folemnly  fifled,  Matth.xsv. 
31.  32.  llev.  XX.  11.12. 

Skcondly,  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  Judge.  And 
this  is  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilh  For,  fays  the  apottle, 
ive  mvji  all  appear  before  the  judgement-feat  of  Chrljly 
S  Cor.  V.  iq.   Now,  he  is  ordained  Judge  of  the  world, 

1.  Becaufe  this  judgement  is  to  be  acted  viQbly, 
Men  are  to  be  judged,  and  the  whole  procefs  with 
them  will  be  for  things  done  in  the  body.  Now. 
God  is  invifible  in  his  nature,  and  therefore  hatk 
inoft  wifely  ordained  the  laft  judgement  of  the  world' 
to  be  tranfacted  by  avifible  pCrfon.  The  Son  of  God' 
will  appear  in  his  human  nature,  feated  on  a  villbtJc, 
throne,  that  he  may  be  feen  and  heard  pf  all. 

2.  Becaufe  Chrift  is  only  qualified  for  this  ofB(;e, 
(i.)  On  account  of  the  great  dignity  and  excellency; 
pf  his  perfon,  being  God-man.  No  mere  creature  J^ 
capable  of  fo  high  a  truft  and  fuch  a  glorious  commif- 
fion.  To  pafs  a  fovereign  fentence  upon  angels  and 
pien,  is  a  royalty  rcfcrvcd  for  the  Son  of  God  alone, 
(2.)  On  account  of  the  immenfe  difficulty  of  ihij 
ivork.  No  mere  creature  is  able  to  dilchargc  it.  \l 
a  lelect  number  gf  holy  angels  qf  the  higheA  orj 
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dcr  were  deputed  for  this  purpofc,  they  could  not 
manage  the  judicial  trial  of  one  man.  For,  befides 
the  innumerable  a£ls  and  omiffions  in  one  life,  the  fe- 
cret  fprings  of  the  heart,  from  whence  the  guilt  or 
goodnefs  of  moral  actions  is  derived,  are  not  open  to 
them.  It  is  he  alone'^who  difcerns  all  things  that  can 
require  an  account  of  all. 

3,  He  is  conftituted  Judge  of  the  world,  as  a  re- 
ward of  his  death  and  bloody  fufferings.  So  the  a- 
poftle  declares,  Phil.  ii.  8.  9.  10.  His  victorious  fuf- 
ferings are  the  titles  to  his  triumphs.  His  being  fo  ig- 
Tnominioufly  condemned  by  men,  is  the  juft  reafon 
of  his  advancement  to  this  dignity  and  glory.  This 
will  for  ever  roll  away  the  ignominy  of  his  crofs. 

Thirdly,  Who  are  they  that  ihall  be  judged  ?  All 
muft  appear  before  Chrift's  tribunal.  Men  of  all  con- 
ditions in  the  church,  apoftles  and  private  Chriftians, 
minifters  and  people,  old  and  young,  the  good  and 
the  bad,  believers  and  unbelievers,  the  jull  and  the 
unjuft,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  bond  and  free.  Men  of 
all  conditions  in  the  world  muft  ftand  before  Chrift's 
bar,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  noble  and  ignoble, 
princes  and  peafants.  No  rank,  degree,  or  quality 
can  exeem  men  from  this  appearance.  All  the  dH- 
tiniftions  which  are  among  men  here  ceafe  at  the 
grave's  mouth,  AH  ftand  there  on  the  fame  level, 
and  are  of  the  fame  mould.  In  a  word,  all  the  apo- 
ftate  angels,  and  the  univerfal  progeny  of  Adam, 
fliall  appear  before  Chrift  at  that  day. 

Fourthly,  What  are  the  things  about  which  men 
Ihall  be  judged  ?  We  learn  from  2  Cor.  v.  10.  that 
they  are  the  things  done  in  the  body.  And  tliey  are 
thefe  three,  works,  words,  and  thoughts. 

I.  AH  mens  works  will  come  into  judgement, 
whether  they  be  good  or  bad ;  Eccl.  xii.  14.  God  will 
bring  every  work  into  judgement^  with  every  Jeer  et  things 
whether  it  be  goody  or  whether  it  be  evil.  All  their  good 
works  will  then  be  tried,  as-acls  of  piety  to- 
^'ards  God,  and  adts  of  righteoufncfs  and  charity  to- 


Ji8,  Of  Chrift's  Exakt 

ward*  ihdH  with  rcTpefl  to  their  prtBcipIe,  mntlvei, 
Bod  end.  All  mens  evit  works  will  be  tried  in  judge* 
ment,  both  open  aod  fecret.  Many  dig  dsep  now  to 
hide  their  couprell  from  the  Lordi  ind  carry  their 
wickednefs  under  a  vail  of  darknels,  and  care  not 
xvhat  they  do,  provided  they  do  it  uDdifcerncd .  'J*lierc 
are  many  abomiaatioos  committed  in  mens  lives, 
which  the  eyes  of  the  world  cannot  penetrale  into; 
and  there  are  innumerable  evils  lurking  in  their  heartSi 
irhich  no  tongue  can  difdofe.  But  at  the  ktl  day  all 
thefe'things  will  be  brought  to  light,  fuch  as  Diid> 
ntght-rcvelS}  fecret  murders,  fraudnlent  dealings,  and 
hidden  hypocrifies. 

3..  AH  mens  words  fhall  be  tried  in  judgement. 
Cod  gave  not  the  power  and  orgv^  of  fpeecli  to  man, 
which  is  his  glory  and  excellency  above  the  bealls, 
to  ferve  a  finful  pafllon  or  corrupt  humour,  or  to  vent 
the  froth,  and  vanity  of  his  own  fpirit,  but  to  estol  and 
magnify  his  Creator,  and  render  him  the  praife  of  all 
his  glorious  and  admirable  works.  Chriliiins  Ihould 
employ  their  tongues  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  tk 
edification  of  one  another.  But  O  liow  w()fuily  is 
this  noble  faculty  abufed  by  many  in  curling  and 
ivveaiing,  lying.  Hindering,  and  dctracling,  and  by 
belching  forth  obfccne  and  fcurrilous  jpecches  ?  Tlie 
lips  of  many  drop  nothing  but  gall  and  pciifon  to  id- 
jccl  and  corrupt  others.  Now  all  this  muft  come  in- 
to judgement.  Our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  every  idle  ■ 
word  that  a  man  fpeaks,  lie  fliall  give  account  of  it 
in  the  day  of  judgement. 

3,  AH  mens  thoughts  will  be  tried  in  judgement. 
Ifor  Chrift  will  make  mamfeft  the  counfeh  If  the  henrty 
\  Cor.  iv.  5.  Many. think  now  that  thoughts  go  free} 
l:ut  it  is  not  fo  in  God's  account.  He  knows  all  mens 
thoughts,  and  records  thern  in  the  book  of  his  re* 
mcm'brancc,  and  at  the  latt  day  they  will  be  manifetl" 
ed  and  revealed.  O,  what  an  infinite  variety  of 
thoughts  is  in  every  man's  mind  !  This  thinking  fi* 
pulty  is  ncycr  idle,  bqt  ahyays  putting  forth  wUoU 
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(hoal^  of  thoughts.  Men  have  many  atheiflical  and 
blafphetnous  thoughts,  many  murdering  and  revenge- 
ful thoughts,  covetous  and  ambitidus  thoughts,  un- 
chafte  and  impure  thoughts,  vain,  empty,  and  un- 
profitable thoughts,  and  many  bold  and  prefumptuous 
thoughts.  Now  all  thefe  muft  come  into  judgement. 
Fifthly,  What  are  the  properties  of  this  judge- 
ment ? 

!•  It  will  be  an  umverfal  judgement.  Thofe  'that 
lived  under  the  law,  and  thofe  that  lived  under  the 
gofpel,  and  thofe  that  having  no  law  were  a  law  unto 
thcmfelvesj  Rom.  ii*  12.  thofe  that  had  many  talents, 
and  they  that  had  but  one,  muft  all  appear  at  Chrift's 
bar.  Ihofe  that  were  carried  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave,  and  thofe  that  ftooped  for  age,  the  father  and 
the  child,  the  mafter  and  the  fervant,  in  a  word,  the 
whole  offspring  of  Adam,  will  be  judged  at  that  day. 
The  bowels  of  the  earth,  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and 
-all  the  elements,  Ihall  give  up  their  dead  ;  and  all  the 
apoftate  angels  fliall  then  appear,  and  receive  their 
fiunl  doom. 

2.  It  will  be  an  awful  judgement.  It  is  called  in 
fcripture  the  judgement  of  the  great  day.  The  imme- 
diate antecedents  of  Chrift*s  appearing  will  make  it 
very  terrible.  There  will  be  a  dreadful  cataftrophe  of 
the  world,  which  will  fill  mens  hearts  with  horror  and 
fear :  the  bands  and  ligaments  of  nature  will  then  be 
broken  afunder,  and  her  prefent  frame  and  conftitu- 
tion  diffolved;  the  elements  (hall  be  reduced  into  their 
primitive  confulion;  the  fun  fhall  be  darkened,  the 
moon  ihall  not  give  her  light,  the  ftars  fhall  fall  from 
heaven,  and  the  powers  of  heaven  fliall  be  (hakcn, 
Matth.  xxiv.  29.  There  will  be  a  ftrange  convulfion 
of  nature  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  All  the  llaicly 
palaces  and  magnificent  buildings  which  men  dote  lo 
much  upon  now,  will  then  be  reduced  to  aflies.  Again, 
the  manner  of  his  coming  will  be  awful  and  folemn  : 
For  the  L$rd  hbvfef  fiall  defend  from  heaven  ivtth  a 
fbout^  tmth  the  voice  of  the  archangel^  and  v/ith  the  trump 
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tf  God:  and iU  deadin  Cbriji  Jhallrife  firfi  :  then  m 
.  vfbiti  are  alhu  and  rtmaiitt  Jball  be  caught  up  togtthtr 
vatb  tbem  in  tbe  clouds^  ta  met  tbe  Lard  in  the  air .-  and  fi 
JhlIwe.everbewitbtb«Lerd,i-^heB.iv.i6.  17.  This 
jl^rill  be  fucfa  a  fhout  u  armies  were  wont  to  make  when 
the  figoal  of  battle  wii  given ;  and  after  this  lliout  ifae 
itrump  of  God  fliall  fbuod.  By  tbis  tremendous  bUfl 
iiaaersfliall  be  affrighted  out  of  their  graves;  but  to  the 
fainti  it  will  cvty  no  more  terror  than  the  roaring  of 
caDnons,  when  armtei  of  fneods  approach  a  belleged 
city  for  the  relief  of  thofe  that  are  within  it.  And  the 
dead  being  raifed,  they  (hall  be.gathcred  together  be- 
fore the  great  and  awf^I  throne  on  which  Chrilt  Ihall 
fit  in  his  glory,  and  there  they  flxall  be  exactly  aivided 
by  the  angcL  into  twp  companies^  one  on  the  Judge's 
right  hand,  and  tbe  other  on  his  left.  Here  will  be 
the  greatcft  aflembly  that  ever  met ;  where  Adam 
may  fee  his  numerous  offspring,  even  as  the  fand  up* 
'  on  tbe  fea-fliore,  which  no  man  can  number. 

3.  This  judgement  will  be  exact  and  critical.  It  is 
the  Searcher  of  the  heart,  to  whom  all  fecrets  are 
khown,  that  will  pafs  this  Goal  lentence  upon  men. 
His  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  can  penetrate  iota 
the  centre  of  the  foul.  All  fins,  whether  fecret  oro- 
pen,  (hail  be  accounted  tor  at  that  day  ;  and  the  fins 
of  mens  thoughts  and  afifections,  which  Satan  could 
not  accufe  them  of,  Ihall  then  be  brought  into  judge- 
ment. For  in  that  day  God  ivill  jud'^e  the  fecrets  (j 
men  by  Jefia  Chrijt,  Horn.  ii.  16.  All  mens  fins  of  o- 
miflion,  and  their  woful  neglect  ot  improving  the 
jpieans,  advantages,  and  opportunities  tor  doing  or 
receiving  good,  iliall  be  accounted  for  at  that  day. 
Ail  acls  of  commiiTioa  in  youth  and  age,  whether 
gi  ofs  fenfuaiity,  as  liccntioufncfs,  lufts,  excels  of 
M'ine,  reveUingSa  banquetings,  and  abominable  idola- 
tries, and  all  cxcefs  of  riot,'fliall  be  accounted  for  to 
him  who  is  ready  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead, 
1  Pet.  iv.  4.  5.  And  all  acts  of  imrighteourneis  to 
KieOj  yea  and  fins  of^lelTer  guilt,  for  which  the. 
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p9Ltt  of  men  are  not  touched  either  with  grief  or  Ihame 
while  here,  (hall  then  be  produced  in  judgement.  And 
all  the  fins  of  mens  words,  which  are  fo  eafily  com- 
mitted, but  not  fo  eafily  obferved,  (hall  be  called  to  a 
heavy  remembrance.  This  will  be  a  day  that  will 
perfc^y  fan  the  world.  Juftice  will  then  hold  the 
Dalflfice  in  an  even  hand  ;  Chrift  will  go  to  work  fo 
czadly,  that  fome  divines  have  thought,  that  the  day 
of  judgement  will  laft  as  long  as  the  day  of  the  go« 
^rs  adminiftration  hath  done  or  (hall  do. 

4*  It  will  be  a  righteous  judgement :  He  will  judjie 
tb^  VHfrld  in  rigbteoufnefs ^  Ads  xvii.  31.  His  know* 
ledge  of  all  mens  charafters  and  anions  is  infallibly 
true,  and  therefore  his  fentence  upon  them  will  be  in- 
conteftably  juft,  confident  with  all  the  rules  of  the 
Ugheft  equity  and  juftice.  And  the  fentence' he  (hall 
|MU8  upon  both  faints  and  finners,  fhall  be  univerfally 
applauded  at  that  day. 

5.  Laftly^  It  is  a  final  judgement,  from  which  there 
can  lie  no  appeal.  Here  in  the  world,  if  men  judge 
themfelves  lefed  in  one  court,  they  can  appeal  to  ano- 
ther. But  it  is  not  fo  hei-e:  for  this  is  the  fupremc 
tribunal,  where  the  great  Sovereign  of  heaven  and 
0i#th  will  give  judgement  upon  angels  and  men:  and 
die  fentence  once  pafled,  will  immediately  be  put  in 
Execution ;  Matth.  xxV.  46.  Juft  after  Che  fentence  is 
pronounced  by  Chrift,  it  is  immediately  added,  Thefe 
jball  go  away  into  everlajling  punijhment ;  but  the  righ^ 
teous  into  life  eternal.  The  fentence  fliall  be  irrevocable, 
^nd  can  never  be  repealed.  It  will  determine  the  eter- 
fial  ftate  of  all,  and  tranfmit  them  either  to  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs  or  mifery. 

Sixthly,  What  are  the  final  caufes  or.  ends  of  this 
judgement  ? 

I.  The  glory  of  the  juftice  and  mercy  of  God  ;  the 
former  in  puniftiing  the  wicked,  and  the  latter  in  re* 
warding  his  friends.  Many  eminent  difplays  of  thefe 
attributes  have  been  exhibited  in  the  world,  but  the 
largeft  and  fulleft  manifeftation  of  them  will  be  given 

Vol.  U.  (^ 
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at  the  Uft  day,  when  the  righteous  Judge  Jhall  lakt 
vengeance  on  them  thai  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  tat 
the  gofpel  efour  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  Jhall  be  punijbei 
with  everlafting  dejlrudion  from  the  p/efence  of  the  Lord^ 
and  from  the  glory  of  Lis  fewer,  2  Thefl^  i.  8.  9.  Jnd 
then  be  Jhall  Jay  unto  the  righteous.  Come,  ye  blejfed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  tht 
foundation  of  the  ifsr  I  J,  Matth.  xxv.  34. 

2.  The  gloi7  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  will  be  high- 
ly manlfefted  at  that  day.     His  lirft  coming  was  ob- 
Icure  and  without  obfcrvation.     For  he  came  in  the 
form  of  a  fcrvant,  and  was  reproached  and  reviled  by 
men.     But  then  he  will  come  in  power  and  great 
glory,  as  the  Lord  and  Heir  of  all  things.     At  his 
lirfl  coming  he  vailed  his  divinity  with  the  infirmities 
of  fleih.     But  then  the  rays  of  his  incomprehenfible 
glory  fliall  dazzle  the  eyes  of  all  that  behold  him. 
"When  fae  came  fivft  to  the  world,  he  flood  before  the 
tribunals  of  men,  and  was  condemned  to  the  curfed    1 
death  of  the  crofs :  but  then  he  will  fit  upon  a  glori-    ; 
cus  throne,  and  all  the  princes  and  potentates  in  the    1 
world  flial!  iland  trembling  before  him,  expecting  a 
fcntence  from  his  mouth,  upon  which   their  eternal 
deftiny  will  depend.     He  is  now  feated  at  the  right   ' 
hand  of  the  Majctiy  on  high  ;  but  the  curtains  of  the  ' 
heavens  conceal  his  glory  from  us  ;    and  therefore  | 
there  is  a  time  fixed,  when  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  ' 
world  he  will  uianifcft  his  glory.  ] 

3 .  The  rewarding  of  men  according  to  their  works,  1 
and  thereby  vindicating  the  providence  of  God  from 
the  imputation  of  unrightcouinel's  in  his  governing  of 
the  wdrld.  Things  ftem  to  be  carried  with  an  un< 
equal  balance  in  the  prefcnt  life.  'Ihe  wicked  profpei", 
as  if  I  hey  were  rewarded  for  being  evil ;  and  the  god« 
ly  fufFcr,  as  if  they  were  punilhcd  for  beiug»good.  Yea,,  | 
the  virtuous  and  the  vitious  are  equally  milerable  here. 
In  comnum  calamities  there  is  no  difference  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicked.  There  is  no  peculiar 
antidote  to  fecure  them  fiom  peililcntial  infection  i 
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%^rc  Is  no  ftrong  retreat  to  defend  them  from  the 
fword  of  a  conquering  enemy :  they  have  no  fecret 
provifions  in  time  of  famine )  for  the  wheat  and  the 
-tares  are  bound  in  a  bundle,  and  caft  into  the  fame 
fire  2  yea,  oftimes  the  godly  are  in  the  worft  condi- 
tion, and  merely  on  accodnt  of  their  goodnefs,  They 
are  daily  oppreflfed,  becaufe  they  do  not  make  re*. 
iiftanee;  and  loaded  with  fufferings,  becaufe  they  en- 
dure Jthem  with  patience.  They  are  for  God^s  fake 
made  the  fpeAacIes  of  extreme  mifery,  while  the  in- 
feknt  defiers  of  his  Majefty  and  laws  enjoy  ^11  manner 
of  vifible  felicity.  And  therefore,  for  the  vindication 
of  his  juftice,  there  muft  be  a  day  of  retribution, 
i^herrin  God  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works.  Divine  juftice  requires  that  there  fliould  be  a 
different  procedure  with  thofc  tha(  differ  among  them- 
ielv€8 ;  that  it  fhould  be  well  with  them  that  do  well, 
and  ill  with  them  that  do  evil ;  and  that  every  man 
Ihould  reap  according  to  what  he  hath  fown^ 

Us£.  !•  Labour  to  get  a  firm  belief  and  perfuafion 
of  this  great  and  awful  truth,  Alas !  the  moft  part  pf 
men  are  {k^  bufied  about  the  affairs  of  the  prefent  life, 
that  they  do  not  mind  the  future^  Thcfe  awful  words^ 
deaths  judgement^  and  ^t^rnitf^  nii^ke  no  more  impref- 
iion  upon  thc^r  hearts,  than  if  they  were  woo^ds  of 
'XiO  (ignification.  This  is  a  trvith  of  the  gre^teft  im- 
portance, and  therefore  is  clearly  and  plentifuUy  re- 
vealed in  the  holy  fcriptnre.  Hearken  then  to  the 
voice  of  this  heavenly  oracle,  and  beliey?  and  tremble 
^t  the  thoughts  of  this  awful  da)\ 

2i  Think  frequently  on  this  terrible  judgement, 
that  the  belief  of  it  may  be  powerful  on  your  hearts 
and  lives.  One  great  caufe  of  mens  woful  negleA 
pf  duty  is  the  want  of  ferious  thoughts  concerning 
Chrift*s  fecond  coming.  This  renders  them  laey  and 
(tcure,  fo  that  they  make  no  prpvifion  for  it  \  but 
■where  it  is  firmly  believed  and  duly  thought  upon, 
O  how  aftive  and  diligent  does  it  make  them  !'  It  had 
this  cfiecl  on  Paul,  %  Cor.  y.  j^.  icx.  ii.    M^n^  nu; 


12+  Of  Cbriji's  Exaltation. 

this  day  far  away,  aad  fet  it  at  a  remote  diflance 
from  them,  and  this  makes  them  fliipid  ind  fertire. 
I  have  read  of  a  nilnifter,  who  ii)  a  fermon  described 
the  laft  judgement  in  all  its  terrors,  with  fuch  ardent 
expreflions,  and  ihofc  animated  with  fuch  aa  af- 
feAing  voice,  and  fuch  an  -inflamed  countenance  aod 
aflioii,  that  his  hearers  broke  forth  into  paiTionate  cries, 
as  if  the  Judge  himfelf  had  been  prefent  to  pafs  the 
iinal  fentence  upon  them.  In  the  height  of  their  com* 
motion,  the  preacher  bade  them  flop  their  tears  and 
paiTions,  for  he  hat!  cue  thing  more  tp  add,  the  moft 
affecting  and  aftontlhing  confideration  of  all  the  reft, 
namely,  that,  within  leis  than  a  quarter  of  aa  hour, 
the  memory  ?nd  regard  of  that  which  fo  tranfported 
them  would  vanifli,  and  their  affeftions  return  to  their 
carnal  objects  in  their  ufual  manner.  The  negle^  of 
lerious  confideration  makes  even  the  doctrine  of  eter? 
nal  judgement  to  become  witheut  efilcacy.  It  is  need- 
ful therefore  that  the  belief  of  this  truth  be  fo  firmly 
feated  in  the  heart,  that  it  may  engage  the  attentioq 
of  the  thoughts,  and  may  have  a  royal  power  over 
the  will  and  affections,  that  fo  our  lives  may  be  or- 
dered according  to  its  rules.  Serious  thoughts  of  this 
awful  day  would  prove  the  moft  effectual  reftraint 
from  fiu  ;  and  particularly  it  would  have  a  notable 
efficacy  in  keeping  them  back  from  fecret  fins,  and 
deprive  the  devil  of  one  of  his  greatetl  advantages  a- 
gainft  men,  ariling  from  folitude  and  fecrecy.  It 
would-be  ^  powerful  remedy  againft  fenfual  tempta- 
tions, which  fo  eafily  enfnare  the  hearts  of  men  ;  and 
would  change  the  apprchenfions  of  the  mind,  alter 
the  tafte  of  the  appetite,  and  make  ihe  moft  enticing 
and  irrefiftible  lulls  the  objects  of  our  greateft  detefla!- 
tion. 

3.  We  fhould  fear  and  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of 
Uiis  awful  day.  The  great  ones  in  the  world  that 
are  moft  poweiful  and  unruly,  may  hence  fee  that 
there  is  a  power  above  them.  Many  oppofe  Chrifl; 
ajud  his  iutercft  now,  faying,  l^t  ui  break  their  band^ 


ifffisnder^  and  caft  away  tbiir  cords  frtm  us^  Pfal.  ii.  7. 
9at  they  (hould  remember^  that  b4  that  Jitteth  in  the 
Jfeavens  Jhall  laugh :  the  L^rd  fimll  have  them  in  derijion^ 
:verfe  ^,  The  day  is  haftening  on,  when  be  jballfpeak 
unto  them  in  his  wrath j  and  .vex  them  in  his  fere  difplea* 
fure^  ver.  5.  He  will  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron^  and 
dafh  them  in  fieces  like  a  fotter^s  vejfely  vcr.  g.  The 
day  i|(  coming,  when  he  ihall  appear  in  power  and 
j;reat  glory,  and  all  the  oppofers  of  his  caufe  and  in« 
.tereft  ihs^l  be  filled  before  his  throne,  and  hear  this 
4readful  fentence  pronounced  againft  them,  Thofe 
mi^  (nemies  tb^t  would  not  that  I  fl^ould  r^i^n  over 
ti^em^  bring  hither^   and  flay  them  b^ore  me^    Luke 

4.  Then  this  ihould  make  the.faiqts  patient  under 
all  their  (rials  and  fufFerings."  They  have  no  reafon  to 
fee  a{b2med  of  fufflering  difgrace  for  Chrift  j  for  he  will 
abundantly  reward  them  at  the  great  day.  Whatever 
inji^ftice  tliry  have  got  from  mep,  they  wiH  have  righ-, 
teous  judgement  from  God,  This  Ihould  make  then^ 
defpiie  the  reproaches  and  cenfurcs  of  their  moft  ma- 
licious adverfaries.  There  is  a  day  appointed,  wherein 
opprefled  innocence  fhall  obtain  the  nobleft  viftory,  and 
diigraced  godlinefs  the  moft  public  and  higheft  ho- 
nour^ They  may  fuffer  under  the  tyranny  of  time, 
but  they  fix^iHi  reign  in  the  kingdom  ot  eternity.  The 
belief  c5f  this  is  enoqgb  to  make  them  glory  in  the 
iharpeft  tribulations,  and  joyfully  triumph  over  Satan 
with  his  perverted  malignant  world,  Heb.  xi.  25.  26. 
a  Q>r,  iv.  17.  18. 

5.  Laflly^  Make  the  Judge  your  friend  in  time,  by 
receiving  and  embracing  him  as  your  only  Saviour,^ 
offered  to  yQU  as  fuch  in  the  gofpel ;  and  give  aU  dili* 
geace  that  ye  may  be  found  in  him,  clothed  with  his^ 
nghteoufuei^,  in  that  terrible  day.  There  will  be  no 
fiandio^  before  his  awful  tribunal,  unlefs  ye  be  do,- 
thed  in  the  garments  of  your  elder  brother  ;  and  thcr^ 
Hj'iiX  be  no  acccfs  into  the  gueft- chamber,  unlels  ye  have 
on  the  wedding  garni^i^t  of^  imputed  ^ighteoi]^ih|^r&. 
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Therefore  kifs  the  Son,  and  be  reconciled  to  him,  and 
fo  ihall  ye  appear  before  him  as  your  Judge  at  the  laft 
day.  Acquaint  now  yourfclves  with  him,  and  be  at 
peace;  for  thereby  eood  Ihall  come  unto  you,  parti- 
cularly that  of  a  folemn  acquittal  in  the  laft  judge- 
ment. But  if  ye  will  not  now  fubmit  unto  the  fccp- 
tre  of  his  grace  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fubjetS  your- 
fclves to  him  as  your  only  rightful  Lord  and  Sovereign, 
■willing  to  have  him  to  reign  over  you,  and  to  be  ruled 
by  his  laws,  ye  fliall  not  be  able  to  itand  in  judge- 
ment, but  be  condemned  with  his  enemies,  and  have 
your  eternal  habitation  in  the  lake  that  burneth  with 
fire  and  brimftone.  Knowing  therefore  the  tcrronof 
the  Lord,  be  perfuadcd  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  fo  iniquity  IhaU  not  be  your  ruin. 

Of  the  Applicatioij  of  Redemption, 

Titus  iii.  5. 

He  Javfd  us,  by — the  renewing  of  the  Holy  GhoJI, 

HAVING  taken  a  view  of  our  glorious  Uedecm- 
cr  in  his  perfon,  incarnation,  ofSces,  and  hii 
twofold  flate  of  humiliation  and  exaltation,  let  us  now 
proceed  to  confider  the  application  of  that  redemption 
which  he  purchafed  for  us  by  his  obedience  and 
death. 

If  we  cafl;  our  eyes  backward  to  the  preceding 
words,  we  lind,  (i.)  Our  wretched  natural  flate, 
vcr.  3.  For  'jje  ourfehes  al/o  were  fomeliines  foolifh,  difi- 
bedlent,  deceived,  Jerving  divers  iufts  and  pleafures,  living 
in  malice  and  envy,  hateful  and  hating  etie  another.  This 
is  a  dreadful  pifture  of  the  depravity  and  mifery  of 
human  nature ;  in  which  not  only  Pagans,  who  lived 
■without  God  in  the  world,  but  Jews,  the  peculiar 
people  of  God,  of  which  nation  was  Paul,  were  deejv 
Jy involved-    (;.J  Hederoption  pur^hifcd  for  usbyjc, 
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us  Chrift,  which  is  the  way  in  which  the  love  of  God 
o  man  appeared.  And  this  redemption  is  as  extenfive 
J  the  wretched  condition  of  man.  As  all  mankind , 
K>th  Jews  and  Gentiles,  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of 
irretchednefs,  fo  redemption  was  purchafed'  by  Chrift 
or  both,  and  both  are  warranted  to  come  to  Chrift 
for  it ;  though  none  but  the  elecl  among  both  will 
>btain  it.  And  in  the  text  we  have  the  application 
>f  that  redemption.  He  faved  us^  &c.  In  which  we 
lavc, 

1.  Sinfql  creatures  made  partakers  of.  Chrift's  re- 
lefbption.  He  faved  us.  He  (peaks  of  himfelf  and  o- 
^tcr  faints  yet  in  the  world,  whom  he  fays  God  has 
iaved,  faved  by  virtue  of  Chrift's  death,  from  fin  and 
Gvrath,  put  th^m  into  a  ftate  of,  and  given  them  a 
right  to  eternal  complete  falvation. 

2.  How  they  are  made  partakers  of  this  redemp- 
tion. Where  we  may  obferve,  (i.)  The  impuifivc 
caufe  ;  not  according  to  our  good  works ^  thefe  were  not 
the  moving  caufes  of  our  falvation  ;  but  his  own  mer* 
ty :  the  fame  mercy  that  moved  him  to  fend  our  Re- 
deemer, moved  him  to  apply  the  redemption  purcha- 
Icd  by  him.  (2.)  The  way  and  manner  bf  accomplifh- 
ing  it.  By  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghofi.  The  Holy 
Spirit.makes  the  application  of  that  redemption,  rege^ 
Derating  us,  whereof  baptifm  is  the  fign,  and' fo  re- 
newing and  making  us  new  creatures.  Thus  Chrid 
made  the  falve  for  our  fore  by  his  obedience  and  death, 
and  the  Spirit  applies  it.  Hence  we  have  a  proper  an- 
fwer  to  that 

^eft.  "  How  are  we  made  partakers  of  the  redemp- 
^«  tion  purchafed  by  Chrift  ?'* 

DocT.  Anf  "  We  are  made  partakers  of  the  re- 
^<  demptioh  purchafed  by  Chrift,  by  the  effectual  ap- 
^'«  plication  of  it  to  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit/* 

In  handling  this  fubjed  I  fhall, 

I.  Confider  the  purchafe  of  this  redemption. 

II.  The  application  of  it. 
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m.  Apply  the  fubjcA  in  {bme  praifUcal  uTes. 

T.  As  to  the  purchafe  of  redemptioD  or  falvatwn 
fpoken  of  in  the  test,  four  things  ire  to  be  cobiider-  ] 
ed. 

1.  What  the  redemption  is.  i.  It  is  deliverance  bf  \ 
payment  of  a  price,  i  Pet.  t.  18.  Te  were  nd  redeemtd  \ 
■with  corrufrl'ihle  things^  &c.  Sinners  were  the  lawful  ' 
captives  of  jufticc,  li.  xlis.  24,  Shalt  the  lawful  caft'm  , 
be  delivered?  And  without  Ihedding  of  blood  there  is 
no  rcraiffion.      1  his  redemption  conlilts  of  two  parta. 

( I.)  Deliverance  from  evil.  (2.)Reftor3tion  to  the  good 
loft,  (i.)  Deliverance  from  fin,  the  chief  evil,  Mattli. 
i.  2  1.  He  Pall  fave  his  people  from  their  fms.  This  is 
the  houfe  of  bondage  which  oiir  Redeemer  finds  all 
his  people  in,  where  ihey  are  in  their  chains  held  faft 
to  their  drudgery.  He  came  to  deliver  them  and  frt 
them  free  from  this  flavery.  Rom.  vi.  6.  7.  Knevfi^ 
this,  that  cur  old  man  is  crucified  with  him,  that  the  bodjf 
of  Jin  might  be  dejhoyedy  that  henceforth  ice  Jlwuld  not 
Jerve  Jin.  F&r  he  that  is  dead,  is  freed  from  Jin.  (i.) 
Deliverance  from  wrath,  i  1  hcff.  i.  ult. — Jefus  which 
delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come.  The  wages  of  Ss 
being  death,  even  eternal  deilruclion  of  the  finner  in 
hell,  all  mankind  were  liable  unto  it:  but  now  a  ran* 
fom  is  paid,  whereby  there  is  purchafed  to  finaerl 
freedom  irom  wrath,  the  taking  off  the  fentence  of 
death  lying  on  them,  whereby  they  were  bound  over 
to  everlafting  mifery. 

2.  Redemption  includes  in  it  a  rcfloration  to  th* 
good  loft  ;  or  a  poffeffion  of  all  that  happinefs  and  all 
tliofe  bledings  which  men  forfeited  by  the  prinjiiive 
tranfgreflion,  which  may  be  all  funimed  up  in  eternal 
life,  begun  in  every  believer  in  this  world,  and  per* 
fccled  in  the  world  of  glory. 

2.  Who  purchafed  this  redemption.  Even  Jefui 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature,  1  TheiT.  i.  ult. 
foreciied.  He  took  on  hitn  our  nature,  and  became 
our  oear  kinlinan,  that  he  might  redeem  the  ftavss. 
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tic  captives,  and  redeem  to  them  their  mortgaged  in- 
fieritance.  For  he  made  a  full  redemption  ;  not  only- 
buying  iinners  from  under  the  ciirfe,  but  withal  pur- 
Chafing  for  them  the  bleffing  they  had  forfeited; 
This  was  a  work  too  great  for  any  lower  perfon  :  ri- 
Vcrs  of  oil  would  not  have  done  it ;  the  flock  of  an- 

Sds  could  ilot  have  anfwered  this  ftrait  of  mankind: 
lut  God  laid  help  upon  one  thdt  is  mighty^  Pfal-  Ixxxix. 

3.  What  was  the  ranfoni  paid;  All  that  Chrift  did 
and  fuffcred  for  finners  coines  under  the  name  of  the 
ranfom.  For  he  himfelf  was  the  ranfom,  i  Tim.  ii.  6. 
Wpo  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all.  He  did  not  give 
^old,  money,  or  lands,  for  us ;  for  fach  mean  things 
could  not  have  been  accepted :  but  he  gave  himftlf  fot 
us  :  Who  gave  himfelf  for  me^  fays  Paul^  Gal.  ii.  20.  He 
^ave  body  for  body,  foul  for  foul,  bare  out  fins  in  his 
own  body,  and  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin;  And 
as  oUr  ranfom^ 

(i.)  He  obeyed;  g^ve  puhftilal  peffed  bbedience 
tinto  all  the  command;^  of  the  law,  and  fo  fulfilled  all 
lighteoufnefs.  Whereas  we  were  bom  'finners,  he 
^as  bofn  holy  J  whef'eas  we  lived  finners,  ke^iping  none 
of  the  commands,  he  lived  finlefs,  and  kept  them  all. 
80  that  the  law  had  all  its  demands  of  obedience  from 
him. 

(2.)  He  fuffer6d  and  bafe  what  the  law  threatened  ; 
and  lb  fatisfied  juftice  in  the  room  of  finners.  Both 
thefe  we  have  GaL  iv.  /( •  5-  When  the  fitlnefs  of  time 
Hvas  cdmcy  God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  iVoman^  made 
Under  the  laiV^  tb  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  Idw^ 
that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  ^f  fonu  Phih  ii.  8. 
Being  found  in  fdjhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf  and 
became  obedient  unto  deaths  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
HenCe  when  the  fcripture  attributes  Our  redemption  to 
his  blood,  Eph.  i.  7.  i  Ptt^  i.  18.  19.  it  is  not  to  be 
iinderftood  exclufively  of  his  obedience  and  other  fuf- 
ferings,  but  of  his  bloody  death,  which  was  the  com- 
pleting of  the  ranfom  j  John  xix.  30.  Jelus  cried,  // 

V01..IL  R 
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it  yf/.V^/i;  and  therefore  his  bicod  is  named,  asfiippo* 
iifi'j'^  t!;e  other  p%rt>  of  hU  obcdifocc  and  fofferifigs  ;  as 
\\  one  Ihouid  fay,  tii^t  a  man  isdslirered  frompriibny 
ty  one's  paying  the  utmoft  farthing  for  him. 

^*  For  whcai  tbi^  redemption  was  porchafed.  The 
rinforo  paid  Mas  fufficient  for  the  redemption  of  aB 
marikinci :  but  the  ehcl  only  were  adoally  redeemed, 
it  wn.sdefigned  for  them  only  ;  John  x.  15.  I  lay  down 
my  life  for  the  jhcef.  Chap.  xvi:.  9.  /  fray  not  for  tbe 
iccrldy  but  for  them  which  tbcu  baft  given  me*  It  is  . 
certain  that  many  perifh,  and  that  fatisfadion  is  exad- 
cd  of  thcmfelves  for  their  own  debt ;  fo  that  if  Chrift 
died  for  them,  he  fo  far  died  in  vain.  Gal.  ii.  21.  asl 
have  foi mcily  Ihewn  at  large. 

IL  As  to  (he  application  of  this  redemption,  coiifi- 
dcr, 

1.  Wii  it  this  application  is-     It  is  the  achial  intCP 

rflinf;  us  in  ir,  invelting  us  in  the  pofledion  of  it,  and 
mailing  it  cflccturtl  to  us  for  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
j)urchu(cd  ;  and  therefore  the  text  calls  it  a  faving  us. 
•So  the  inuiitdiate  consequent  of  this  application  is 
twofold. 

jy?,  Deliverance  from  fin  and  the  wrath  of  God, 
Horn.  vi.  18.  Being  made  free  from  fin^  Chap^  viii«  I* 
^Ithere  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  chains  of  guilt  binding  over  the 
iinncr  to  God's  wrath  are  broken  off;  the  cords  arc 
l^^ofed,  and  thrown  away  from  the  prifonerj  he  is 
freed  from  the  ilavery  and  reigning  power  of  lufts,  and 
ii)  brought  out  of  Satan's  prifon. 

zdly,  ilelloi  ation  to  peace  with,  and  the  favour  of 
God,  and  to  a  right  and  title  to  heaven,  and  in  a  word, 
being  enlitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  purchafe, 
and  actual  enjoying  them  in  ct;r  own  perfons.  This 
is  the  tilccluul  application  of  it  to  us,  even  as  a  falvc 
applied  hea!s  tiie  lore^ 

2.  The  neceffity  of  this  application.  It  is  fo  necef- 
faiy  th;it  noiic  can  have  laving  benefit  by  it  until  it  be 
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applied^  John  i^  12.  In  contemplation  of  the  purchafcd 
fedempcion,  thelives  of  the  cled  arcfparcd,  and  they 
haye  mean$(  of  grace  giveji  them,  till  they  be  brought  ici 
to  Chrifl.  But  Hill  in  the  mean  time  they  are  in  a  (tate  of 
wrath,  tjieirfins  are  unpardoned,  and  they  are  without 
a^ual  right  to  the  inheritance  of  the  faints.  As  a  re- 
medy cannot  recover  a  man  i^nlefs  it  be  applied ;  fo 
men  mqfl  die  eternally,  notwithlianding  or  the  death 
of  Chriil^  unlefs  hi3  redemption  be  applied  to  theiu 
\VL  particular,  fqr  their  recovery. 

3.  Who  applies  this  redemption.  It  )s  the  oflice  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  apply  it.  fl^e  Father  fent  our  Re- 
deemer ;  the  Sqn  purchs^fed  our  redemption  ;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  applies  it^  as  f^ys  the  text.  Qur  Lord  Je- 
fas  is  tl^e  royal  Bridegroom  5  who  offers  himfelf  and 
all  bis  benefits  unto  finners,  upon  their  marriage  with 
him  }  it  is  t|ie  Holy  Spirit  that  gains  th?  iinner*s  con- 
fent,  and  fq  brings  the  foul  to  Qhrift,  whereby  it  has 
interell  in  his  purchafc,     Now, 

ly?,  The  outwarc}  means  the  Spirit  makes  ufeof  for 
this  end  i^  the  miniftry  of  thfc  word,  \  Cor^  iii,  5.  Thi^ 
IS  fuited  to  the  nature  of  rational  creatures,  wherein 
their  fin,  danger,  and  need  o\  Cbrift,  his  ability  and 
willingnefs  tQ  lave,  are  laid  before  theoi,  and  they  are 
invited  and  perfqaded  to  accept  of  the  Redeemer,  vvluj} 
thereby  comes  to  tbeiir  prifon-dqorsj^  offering  them  11- 
|>erty ;  and  to  their  bed- (idea,  offering  he4ling.  And 
faith  comes  by  heiiring^ 

^dlj^  There  is  a  powerful  operation  of  the  Spiric 
pn  air  the  faculties  of  the  foul*  that  accompanies  it^ 
I  Thcff.  i.  5.  6.  (Xi^r  gcfpel  caijfi^  not  ujifo  you,  in  word  on^ 
Jjy  but  alfo  in  power ^  and  ia  the  Hply  Q^?/?»  <2/«i  in  muck 
ajurauce ;  as  y^  ^nom  what  manner  of  vun  we  were  ut 
ffion^  you  for  ytiur  foke*  And  ye  beca^mf  folhwers  of  Us^ 
^naof  the  Ij)rd^  having  received  th^  wotd  in  much  afr 
dit^ion^  with  joy  of  the  Holy  Qhojf.^  Hereby  the  prifofiT 
doors  are  made  to  fly  open,  and  the  fetters  to  fly  oi^ 
like  Samfon*3  green  withs  from  the  devil's  captive.  A 
fjpw  light  is  let  into  the  mind,  the  (bu^^i?  taad,?  wiii^ 

ft  « 
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log  to  be  made  the  Lord's  only,  wlioUy,  and  for»> 
ver,  Pfal.  ex.  3,  Phil.  ii.  13.  The  coafcience  is  quicks 
coed,  the  affemons  arp  fpiHtuaUzad^  and  the  wbola 
foul  is  ajfeAed,  fo  as  with  heart  and  good  wilt  to  em- 
brace Chrift.  And  this  is  the  proper  work  of  the 
Lord*8  Spirit.  Who  elfe  can  cjo  it  ?  who  can  take  of 
Chrift'C)  and  give  to  poor  finnera,  but  the  Spirit  of 
Chrill  I  John  svL  26. 

4. 'Whom  does  he  apply  it  to.  He  applies  it  to 
■■fhofe  and  tliofe.  only  for  whom  it  was  purchafed  j  that 
IS,  to  the  elc&t  A&s  xiii.  48'.  As  many  as  -were  ordained 
,unfi  elernallife,  believed.  iTie  Holy  Spirit  knows  the 
deep  things  of  God,  M-as  privy  to  the  counfel  of  peacfi 
that  palled  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son  from  eter- 
liity;  the  book  of  life  is  open  to  him,  and  agreeable 
thereto  he  mar.nges  his  application.  Such  as  f^II  a-: 
way  may  have  llight  (ouches  of  the  enliglitcning  Spi- 
rit, but  they  never  had  the  Spirit  of  fanctihcation 
reiiing  on  them,  for  this  application; 

The  bargain  betwixt  Chrift  and  an  clci^  foul  may 
get  many  backfets  ;  fomecimes  it  may  (cem  to  be  go- 
ing fair  on,  and  (ometimcs  to  be  broken  off,  witboot 
hope  of  ever  coming  to  again  :  but  he  will  never  let 
it  blow  up-  for  altogether,  but  will  pin  fnc  it  till  it  be 
an  effectual  match.  We  may  fay  of  the  Spirit  in  llja 
cafe  as  Naomi  did  to  Iluth,  Tbe  man  a.'!/!  not  be  in  rcfi% 
until  he  have  finijhed  the  thing,  Kuth  iii.  ull. 

5.  Laftly,  Whether  this  application  be  tomplctedat 
once  or  not.  It  is  certain,  that  a  whole  Chrift  wit|i 
'all  his  benefits  is  at  once  made  over  to  the  finner.  Bn^ 
as  certain  it  is,  that  there  arc  many  of  thefc  benefit 
which  they  are  not  prefently  put  in  poiilflion  of.  And 
therefore  the  complete  application  comes  not  until  the 
laft  day,  which  therefore  is  called  our  icdcniptipn-dayi 
Eph.  iv.  30.  Rom.  viii.  23.  Hence  the  Spirit  is  Ihll 
at  worlc  in  believers  carrying  on  this  work,  and  w01 
never  leave  it,  till  he  have  perfectly  united  tJiem  wil^ 
him,  and  taken  away  every  thing  that  occafions  C^; 
iiaDce. ^-  '*' 
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APPLICATION. 

iJsE  L  of  information.     This  lets  us  fee, 

1.  We  are  poor  miferable  creatures  without  Chrift, 
Rev.  iii.  17.  That  we  need  to  be  faved,  fpeaks  us  to 
be  loft  ;  that  we  need  to  be  redeemed,  fpeaks  us  to  be 
in  bondage.  O  [inner,  know,  that  while  thou  art  out  of 
Chrift,  thou  art  not  a  free  man.  Nay,  (i.)  Thou  art 
the  prifoner  of  juftice  ;  for  thou  haft  broken  the  law, 
and  thou  art  taken  and  bound  as  in  a  prifon,  and 
canft  not  efcape.  If.  Ixi.  i.  (2.)  Thou  art  Satan*s 
captive,  ib.  Satan  made  war  againft  heaven,  and  en- 
gaging with  innocent  Adam,  took  him  captive,  and 
^U  of  us  in  his  loins ;  and  behold,  thou  art  born  and 
liveft  in  captivity.  (3.)  Thou  art  the  flave  of  fin, 
2  Pet.  ii.  19.  Thou  canft  do  nothing  but  firi,  and  go 
the  round  irom  one  fin  to  another;  for  that  is  the  on- 
ly work  which  Satan's  captives  get  lea:Ve  to  work, 
Kom,  vi.  20. 

2 .  See  the  need  ye  have  of  the. application  of  Chrift's 
redemption.  Ye  need  to  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift, 
to  have  Chrift  applied  to  your  fouls,  as  much  as  ever 
a  poor  captive  needs  the  applying  of  a  ranfom,  or  the 
fick  man  of  a  remedy  ;  without  which  the  former  muft 
die  in  the  pit,  and  the  latter  of  his  difeafe  without  re- 
medy.    The  ranfoni  may  be  paid,  and  the  remedy 

■provided  ;  but  if  they  be"  not  applied,  it  is  all  one  to 
the  captive  and  fick,  as  if  there  had  been  no  ranfom 
nor  remedy. 

J.  See  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  ,who  are  converted 
by  the  Spirits  Chrift  and  all  his  purchafe  is  theirs, 
1  Cor.  lii,  22.  23.  We  may  fay  of  them  as  of  the  pro- 
digal, they  were  loft,  but  now  found ;  dead,  but  novv 
alive  ;  prifoners,  but  now  at  liberty,  £5?^.  Their  guilt 
is  DOW  removed,  the  power  of  fin  in  them  is  broken, 
and  the  indwelling  power  thereof  (hall  be  taken  away. 
Herven  is  theirs,  the  mortgaged  inheritance  is  bought 
back,  and  they  are  infeft  in  it. 

4.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  a  divine  perfon,  not  a  divinp 
atciibutc  J  fpi'  it  his  office  to  apply  Chrift's  rcdcmptior^ 
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to  finoers^  which  cannpt  fgnee  l>at  to  a  perfon.    Hs  ; 
is  the  third  perfon  ip  the  Godhead,  to  whom,  we  ^imi^ ' 
the  £une  faith,  woiijiip,  and  obdlience^  as  to  the  Bi^ 
ther  and  the  Son.    And  therefore  it  is  a  mdre  Juftifb'. 
able  way  of  fpeaking  of  the  Spirit  to  fpcak  of  the  S^ 
rit  as  a  perfon,  bcj  th^m  as  ot  a  thin^,  it^. 

5*  There  is  an  ablblute  need  of  the  Spirit's  powcc;^ 
M^orking  on ,  our  fouls,  in  order  to  talTation^     l^^j 
demption  is  purchafed  by  Chrift ;  but  unlefi  the  iBmf< 
rit  apply  it  to  us,  we  cannot  have  faving  benefit  hpM 
We  cannot  move  towards  the  I/>ni  in  converfioa, 
as  we  are  moyed  ;  for  wc  are  dead,  and  it  is  the  Sj 
Hat  quicienetb^  John  yi,  63^    We  are  in  (Jarki 
jis  the  Spirit  that  enlightens.    We  are  wajjrwanl 
will  not  turn,  we  muft  be  made  willing  m  a  day 
power.    T^.erefore  Vf&  l^ave  n^uch  need  to  feek  l|i' 
JSpirit,  .     -J 

6.  How  juft  is  the  definition  of  thofe  that  idQi 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  whofe  office  it  is  to  apply  Chriftt  'K 
men  will  not  Iiave  a  remedy  applied,  they  rauft  die  of . 
their  difeafe.  \f  a  captive  ^yill  not  have  the  ranfom 
applied  to  him,  hie  mull  die  in  the  pit,  (ince  he  refu&l- 
to  be  loofed.  They  that  fight  againft  tlje  Spirit  in  ftiJ- 
fling  their  conviftibns,  finning  over  the  "belly  of  li^ht, 
their  damnation  is  mod  juil,  They  run  a  moft  dan^ 
gerous  rilk. 

7.  What  a  glqrious  and  great  work  is  the  work  q| 
man's  falvation  !     At  the  making  of  man  there  was, 
as  it  were,  a  confultation  of  the  Tiiility,  but  the  Wmij; 
was  foon  done,  Gen.  i.  2$.  27.  Let  m  make  man  inmir 
imager   aft^r  our  likenefs. — ^0  GcJ  created  man  in  bh 
pvn  image.     But  at  the  recovery  of  man,  all  h^ndll   \ 
were  fet  to  work  (fo  to  fpeak.^     The  Father  afts  1|^  \ 
part  in  chufing  a  certain  number  of  the  loft  race  tjfe  ■ ' 
l>e  partaker^  ot  his  glory,  giving  them  unto  his  Soft"  ^ 
for  a  people,  and  him  to  them  for  a  Redeemer,     Ths  ' 
Son  takes  on  their  nature,  and  redeems  them  withhii 
blood,  and  purchafes  eternal  falvation  for  them*    T^io 
jioly  Spirit  applies  that  purchafe  unto  them,  r^newipg 
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thdr  natures,  quickening  thetn,  and  knitting  them 
to  Chriil  as  the  Head  of  vital  influences. .  O^  ihould 
W€  n6t  admire  this  greit.and  glorious  Work ! 

8.  Let  the  Lord  himfelf  have  the  glory  of  the  con- 
•vcrfion  of  fouls.  If  it  be  by  the  Spirit  that  redemp- 
tioo  is  applied,  then  it  is  the  Spirit  himfelf^  and  noC 
man,  that  makes  himfelf  to  differ  from  others.  It  is 
not  that  one  ufes  his  free-will  better  than  another, 
tut  that  the  free  Spirit  loofes  the  bands  from  off  the 
ivill  in  one,  and  not  in^  another. 

9.  Lajily^  We  nlay  hence  karn  the  nature  of  the 
fin  unto  death  ;  which,  because  it  does  in  a  fpecial 
manner  run  crofs  to  the  operation  of  the  Spirit,  tend- 
ing to  the  application  of  Chrift'^s  redemption  to  a 
finner,  is  ealled  the  Jin  againfi  the  Holy  Ghojt^  and  may 
be  thus  defcribed. 

It  isarejeding,  oppofing,  and  blafpheming  of  Chrifl: 
and  the  way  of  falvation  through  him,  after  a  man  has 
been  clearly  convinced  of  the  truth,  and  tailed  th^ 
goodnefs  thereof,  by  the  inward  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  that  deliberately,  and  wilfully,  and  avow- 
edly, ODt  of  malice  and  defpite  againll  Chrift  and  his 
Holy  Spirit.    Here  obferve, 

1.  The  objeft  which  this  fin  is  con verfant  about.  It 
ftrikes  againil  the  main  part  of  the  gofpel,  namely, 
Chrift  and  the  way  of  falvation  by  him.  Hence  they 
are  faid  to  crucify  to  themfehes  the  Son  of  God  afrcfh^  and 
put  him  to  an  open  Jhame^  Heb.  vi.  6.  Thereibre  while 
one  does  not  fly  in  the  face  of  the  way  of  falvation 
through  Chrift  crucified,  1^  cannot  be  thus  guilty, 
though  his  fin  be  otherwife  ever  fo  hainous. 

2.  The  actings  of  this  forlorn  finner. 

(i.)  He  rejefts  Chrift  and  the  way  of  falvation 
through  hioa.  He  will  not  be  faved  that  way;  he 
will  rather  run  the  riik  of  damnation  than  be  obliged 
to  Chrift,  or  take  him  for  his  Saviour.  Though  he 
ihould  die  of  his  difeafe,  he  will  not  have  Chrilt's  re- 
demption applied  to  him.  If  he  has  not  profefled  that 
way  in  time  paft,  he  downright  refufcs  it  for  the  time 
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to  comcy  Mitth«zii.  24.    Said  the  Pharifecs  to  C3ii 
This  fellow  doth  not  caft  out  devils  but  by  Beelzebub' 
prifUe  oft  bo  devils  ^  intimating  they  would  hav^hd  a 
to  do  with  him  then,  but  nand  o£f  from  hioi,  as 
would  from  the  prime  agent  of  the  prince  of  the  dt 
Or  if  they  have  profefled  that  way,  they  renounce  j^ 
diey  fall  dway^  Heb.  vi.  6.  not  partially,  but  tQt 
quite  ^ving  up  with  that  way  of  £dvation.    Hi 
no  penon  that  does  not  quite  renounce  and  refuse 
be  uved  by  Ch rift,  can  be  cpilty  of  this  fin. 

^2.)  He  does  not  only  reied  it  for  himfelf,  but 
poles  it  for  others,  ufing  all  his  endeavours  to 
out  the  jB^ofpel  from  the  earth  by  word  and  deed,  [ 
ing  agatnft  that  way,  and  perfecuting  it,  as  be 
opportunity.     As  did  the  Pharifees,  and  thofe 
tioned  Heb.*  vx.  6.  They  crucify  the  Son  of  God  i 
and  fut  him  to  an '-  epen  Jhame.     They  would  dd'it 
him  perfonally,  and  achially  do  it  to  him  jta  his  raeoHv 
bers.    And  fo  thofe  who  are  not  arrived  at  this  height^, 
cannot  be  guilty  of  this  fin. 

(3.)  He  not  only  rejqfts  and  oppofes  it,  butblai!* 
phemes  it,   reproaches  and  rails  againft  Chrift,   and  \ 
the  way  of  falvation  through  him.     Hence  it  is  called 
blafphemyy  Matth.xii.  31.  znd fpeaiing  againfi  the  ffe^  -1 
Ghojly  ver.  32.    So  that  neither  are  they  guilty  of  thifil 
iin,  that  do  not  reproach  and  rail  againli  the  way  o|'AJ 
religion.  'f-l 

Now  this  is  horrible  guilt ;  yet  I  mufl:  tell  you,  thafcr  ' 
a  man  may  do  all  this,  rejecl,  oppofe,  and  blafphemd  ■; 
CJJhrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  him,  andyA^i 
not  be  guilty  of  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  thoug^v*^ 
indeed  thev  are  fearful  advances  in  the  way  to  it.  Fdtei^ 
Paul  did  all  this  before  his  converfion,  yet  obtdinef^ry^ 
mercy y  'hecaufc  he  did  it  ignorant ly  in  unbelief  Stf  n  h 
Matth,  xii.  31.  Jll  manner  of  Jin  and  blafphemy  fhaUto  •"': 
forgiven  unto  men.     Therefore  obferve,  *':,..; 

3,  The  qualifications  of  the  party  to  whom  this  w -v 
is  incidents  He  is  one  that  has  been  clearly  convinc^.  ^5 
of  Che  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  and  ha-»  had  a  tafte  of  tiifi^  v 
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goodnefs  of  it  by  the  inward  operation  of  the  Spirit. 
He  plainly  fights  in  this  againft  his  own  confcience^ 
and  the  witnefs  of  the  Holy  Spirit  manifefted  unto  him. 
Hence  it  is  c^ed /peaking  againft  the  Holy  Ghofty  Matth. 
xii.  32.  not  fo  much  againft  his  perfon,  as  againft  and 
over  the  belly  of  his  enlightening  operation,  not  ill 
others^  but  in  hiilifelf«     This  our  Lord,  who  knows 

-.  mens  hearts,  dilcovered  concerning  thofc  Pharifees 
mentioned  Matth;  xii;  And  Heb«  vi.  4.  5.  6.  is  plaia 
to  this  purpofe^ 

Hence  thofe  who  remain  under  common  ignorance 
of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  have  never  had  an  en- 

_  lightening  work  on  them,  wherein,  by  the  inward  o- 

peration  of  the  Spirit  on  their  fouls,  the  gofpel-way 

of  falvation  has  been^particularly  manifefted  to  them^ 

both  in  the  truth  and  goodnefs  thereof;  thofe,  I  fay, 

'  are  not  capable  of  this  fin. 

But  for  a  man  thus  qualified  to  reject  and  blafpheme 
' Chrift,  is  horrible;  and  yet  even  this  will  not  conclude  a 
perfon  under  the  guilt  of  this  fin.  For  fome  of  the  faints 
were  by  Paul  when  a  perfecutor  compelled  to  blafpheme^ 
no  doubt  againft  the  clear  light  within  their  breafts. 
Acts  xxvi.  10.  II.     Yet  their  fins  were  pardoned,  a^ 

'  all  fins  of  the  faints  are.  And  hence  we  may  conclude, 
that  blafphemies  which  poor  fouls  are  diivcin  unto  by 
the  horrible  injections  of,  tofiings  and  harafiings  they 
have  from,  the  devil,  in  his  hour  and  power  of  dark^ 
nefs,  cannot  be  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  nor  uur 
pardonable.     Therefore  we  n^uft  take  in, 

4.  Laftljy  The  properties  of  thefe  adings  of  this  for- 
lorn finner.  All  this  is  done,  Chrift  and  the  way  of 
ialvation  are  rejected,  oppofed,  and  blafphemed  by 
this  finner, 

(i.)  Deliberately  and  wilfully,   Heb.  x.  26.  If  we 

Jin  'Wilfully  after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of 
the  truthy  there  remaineth  no  nwre  facrifice  for  finsi  It 
is  done  out  of  choice,  not  unadvifedly,  ralhly,  and  in 
the  hurry  of  a  temptationj  from  fear  or  conftraint* 
Therefore  no  fin  of  indeliberation^  •  or  weaknefs,  or 
Vol.  II.  S 
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that  one  is  hurried  into'  igainft  hit  will  in  anir  a 
fare,  or  ere  he  is  aware,  can  be  this  unpardonaole 
however  hainous  otherwife  it  may  be«    For  ts 
deniipd  Cfarift,  and  thefe  iaints  aforefatd  Idaiph 

(a .)  Avowedly*    This  forlorn  finner  comes  Ca 
light  with  his  fin ;  he  do^  not  commit  it  fecretly 
in  his  own  breaft,  but  opcoly  in  the  view  of  the  1 
It  is  an  ouvert  fpeech^  aiB;  or  deed,  as  is  manifeft 
Mattb«  xii.  3  4*  Tbfy  faid^  This  feilow  caftetb  nH  Mt 
but  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of  tbe  devih*    rear.  3a* 
foever  fpeaketh  ag(unfi  the  }my  Gbeft^  itJbaU  n$th^ 
given  him*    Heb.  vL  6#  They  put  him  to  open 
Hence  it  is  maoifeftt  ^hat  no  tbioughc,  how' 
foever,  that  pafleth  through  the  heart,  which 
,a(hamed  of,  and  forry  for,  and  cannot,  avow, 
this  £n,  for  that  cannot  be  a  putting  Cbrift  to  ^m 
And, 

(g.)  MaIicioufly«    He  does  not  this  out  of  bafis 
love  to  tbe  world,  or  fomc  fuch  like  motive  }  bot 
of  pure  malice  againft  Chrift,  his  Spirit,  and  the 
of  falvation;  Heb.  vi.  6.  They  crucify  hirri^  and  put 
to  an  open  Jhoftie.     And  x.  '29. — Who  hath  trodden  ui 
foot  the  Son  of  God^ — and  hath  done  defpite  unto  tbe 
rit  of  grace.     He  is  one  that  is  downright  obftinatt 
gainft  the  Lord,  malicioufljr  rejefts  the  way  of 
tion,  refufes  conteinptuoufly  any  benefit  by 
blood,  defpitefully  fets  hioifelf  againll  the  Spirit  ia 
operations  for  application  of  Chrift's  redemption. 
him.   In  one  word,  he  behaves  like  a  defperate  woi 
cd  man,  who  tears  away  the  plaitter  from  his  woi 
and  throws  it  at  the  face  of  the  furgeon  who  a 
it,  chufing  rather  to  bleed  to  death,  than  to  be 
from  death  by  him  that  made  it  or  applied  it. 
is  the  unpardonable  fin,  and  f.he  unpardonable 
whofe  cafe  is  abfolutely  hopelefs. 

Hence  whatever  your  fin  be,  yet  if  you  be  gri 
for  it,  and  would  be  content  to  have  mercy  throii: 
Chrift,  or  defire  the  application  of  his  redemption^ 
are  not  guilty  of  this  fin* 
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And  thus  YOU  may  fee  hpw  this  fin  becomes  unpar- 
dbnablcy  and  how  it  is  impoffible  to  renew  fuch  again 
DDto  repentance ;  namely,  that  as  the  cafe  of  the  iick 
man  is  defperate,  who  rejects  the  remedy,  and  fets 
bimfelf  malicioufly  againft  the  phyfician ;  fo  that  foul's 
cafe  muft  be  utterly  hopelefs,  which  malicioufly,  wil- 
Fally,  and  avowedly  rejeth,  oppofes,  and  blafphemes 
Chrift  the  only  facrifice,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  on- 
ly SanAifier.  For  if  one  will  by  no  means  have  Chrift, 
he  muft  needs  periih,  for  there  is  no  other  facrifice ; 
if  they  defpitcfqlly  refufe  his  Spirit,  there  is  no  other 
Siinffcifier.  How  then  can  they  be  pardoned,  or 
brought  to  repentance  ?  If  one  lin  againft  the  Father 
i|8  a  Lawgiver,  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Son  can  take  a- 
Way  that  iin :  if  one  fin  againft  th&  Son  by  unbelief  or 
Dtherwife»  the  Holy  Spirit  can  by  his  grace  cure  him 
Df  that :  but  if  one  will  needs  do  defpite  to  the  Spirit 
Df  grace,  and  malicioufly  fet  himfelf  againft  his  appli'- 
pation  of  Chrift's  redemption,  \'m^xt  is  no  more  hope  ; 
Gnce  there  is  not  another  peripn  in  th^  Godhead  to 
cure  thiSf 

Use  II.  of  trial.  Ye  may  try  by  this  whether  ye 
be  partakers  of  Chrift's  redemption  or  not ;  namely,  if 
the  Spirit  has  efieclually  applied  it  unto  you.  For 
there  is  no  other  way  of  partaking  of  it,  and  this  ne- 
rer  mifgivcs,  I  ft^all  give  you  the  foUowing  niarks  of 
the  Spirit's  application, 

Mark  \.  Where  the  Spirit  applies  Chrift's  redemp- 
tion, the  wound  is  fully  opened,  and  then  Chrift's  re- 
iemption  is  fully  applied,  Luk.^  vi*  48.  \  Cor.  i.  jq^ 
IVhere  the  work  is  not  cs^rricd  through  by  the  Spirit, 
^ther  the  fours  wound  is'^fo  laid  open  that  the  finner 
;lerpairs,  and  there  is  no  application  of  Chrift,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  Judas  j  or  elfe  it  is  nat  enough  opened  andi. 
[aid  out,  lins  of  the  he^rt,  and  particularly  the  fia  of 
:>ne's  nature,  are  not  fodilcoverecj,  as  to  convince  the 
[bul  of  its  letter  impotency  to  good,  H^ence  Chrift  is  not^ 
ipplied  for  fanclification,  as  well  as  forjuftification,  and^ 
Q  HQt  truly  ap^)lie4  at  alU.     But  whec^  the  wquqcl  i*, 
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Uid'bpen  foffideptlT-,  both  in  point  of  guilt,  which 
the  foul  fees' it  cvi  by  ^o  means  remove,  and  in  point 
of  utter  natural  coiruptioD,  which  the  foul  fees  it  can- 
BOt  help;. and  withal  the  foul  is  brought  to  Chriii 
both  for  rightedufoefs  and  fanfiification,  to  clofc  with 
bim,  and  depend  on  him  for  both ;  there  the  Spirit 
bas  applied  Chile's  redemption  (i  Cor.  i.  30.),  laying 
the  plaitter  to  in' the  full  breadth  of  the  fore. 

Mari  2.  Where  there  is  a  begun  delivery  from  till 
power  of  fin,  the  reign  of  it  is  broken,  it  has  not  Ui( 
foul  at  its  beck,  as  before,  Rom.  vi.  14,  It  is  tme^ 
iin  may  prevail  becaufe  the  power  of  it  is  not  entirdj 
broken,  the  application  not  being  yet  perfect.  Bal 
the  heart  ib  habitually  loofed  from  iin,  longing  to  bfi 
fid  of  it,  and  endcivouring  to  be  freed  of  the  bonds, 
as  the  captivecafting  off  his  chains  when  he  is  cominS 
forth  of  the  prifon,  and  Lazarus  raifed  leaving  hit 


dead  cloathB,  Rom.  vii. 
Use  111.  of  exhortat*on. 


1  two  branches. 


Firfi^  Be  deeply  concerned  for  the  application  of 
Chrift's  redemption  unto  yimrfclves.  Seek  it^  and  be 
not  fatisfied  without  it.  M;ike  it  your  greatclt  care 
to  be  partakers  of  the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift. 
To  prcfs  this,  I  oiFer  the  following;  molives. 

Mot..i.  Confider  what  2  great  redemption  it  is, 
Heb.  ii.  3.  It  is  a  redemption  from  the  greateft  evils, 
fin,  and  the  wrath  of  God  ; — of  the  greateft  benefits, 
peace  with  God,  pardpa,  and  eternal  life  ;— perform- 
,  cd  by  the  greateft  of  perfons,  the  Son  of  God  ;  and 
could  be  performed  by*  no  leffer  one,  being  above  the 
reach  of  angels  and  men  ; — purchafed  by  the  paying  of 
the  greateft  ranfom,  the  blood  of  God. 

2.  Some  are  made  partakers  of  if.  So  fays  the  text. 
The  door  of  the  treafure-houfe  is  opened  to  fome, 
and  they  are  brought  in,  and  do  partake  of  it.  There 
have  been  before  you,  who  have  been  dying  of  their 
wounds,  as  ye  are  now,  and  by  the  appilcaiion  of  it 
they  have  been  recovered,  1  Cor,  vi.  11.  Up  then, 
and  piit  in  for  a  ftiare  in  this  glorious  rede_mption.- 
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'Tc  need  it  as  well  as  others,  Eph.  ii.  3,  Arc  not 
as  well  as  others  naturally  jufUce's  prifoners,  Satan's 
tives,  and  fin's  flaves  ?  Ye  cannot  deliver  yourfelves 
re  than  others  could ;  ye  niuft  p^riih  in  the  pit,  if 
be  not  partakers  of  this  redenoption*  And  ye  arc 
t  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  wrath  more  than  o- 
O,  let  your  need  prompt  you  on  to  it. 

4.  It  is  in  your  oflFer  this  day.  Our  Lord  is  crying 
you  by  the  gofpel.  Turn  ye  to  theftrong  hold^  ye  fri- 
ers of  hope  ;  even  to-day  do  I  declart  that  I  will  render 
Me  unto  thee^  Zech,  ix.  12.  The  Phyfician  is  come 

your  bedfides,  offering  you  his  never-failing  medi- 
nes^  All  the  benefits  of  Chriit's  purchafe  are  offer- 
to  you.  They  coft  him  dear,  but  he  offers  them 
cely,  though  the  price  of  blood  to  him  ;  If.  Iv,  !• 
iifo,  every  one  that  thirjleth^  come  ye  to  the  waters^  and 
he  that  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye ^  buy  and  eat^  yea^  come^ 
huy  wine  and  milk  without  money ^  and  without  price. 

5.  You  will  have  no  faving  benefit  by  it,  if  it  be 
not  applied  to  you,  John  viii.  24,  What  will  it  avail 
you,  that  Chrift  died  for  the  fins  of  his  people,  if  ye 
have  no  intcrefl:  in  his  death  ?  ye  mull  die  for  yout 
own  fins,  and  bear  your  own  burden  for  evermore, 
There  is  a  phyfician  indeed  ;  but  what  will  ye  be  the 
better,  if  ye  do  not  employ  him  ?  What  though  ye 
get  his  directions  in  the  goipel  ?  if  ye  do  not  make 
yfe  of  the  remedy,  ye  will  die  of  your  difeafe. 

6.  Nay,  it  will  be  worfe  for  you,  than  if  there  had 
been  no  redemption  purchafcd,  Heb.  ii.  3.  How  Jhall 
we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvationf  Matth.  xi, 
24.  //  Jlfall  be  more  tolerable  for  the  land  of  Sodom, 
fays  Chrift  to  Capernaum,  in  the  day  of  judgement  thar\  * 
for  thee^  It  will  aggravate  your  condemnation,  tha^. 
there  v/as  a  ranfom  paid,  and  it  was  in  your  power, 
but  ye  flighted  it.  O  how  fearful  is  the  flight  given 
to  the  price  of  blood,  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God ! 
The  Mediator's  vengeance  will  purfiie  fuel).  And  it 
will  gnaw  the  coqfciences  of  fuch  as  a  thoufand  wprm^ 
at  ialt,  that  they  flighted  the  fame. 
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%  Lajify^  It  will  not  always  be  in  y6nr  oibv 
xvi^  24.  i  5-   Behold,  now  is  the  day  of  £d 
The  time  comes  when  the  market  of  jrw  Ipnc^wift 
oVftr,  and  if  one  would  .ever  fp  fain  hive  ^it^ 
ihali  not  get  it.    Therefore  delay  not.    Te  know 
biit  it  may  be  out  of  your  reach  to-morrow }  fer 
have  no  reafon  to  boaft  of  to^morroVr;  ^  ]^e ' 
tkot  what  a  day  may  bring  £g^.         '    ^ 

Sectmdly^  As  ever  ye  would  have  the  redeo  , 
purchafed  by  Chrift  applied  to  you,  and  wauld 
mar  that  application,  '*^    "liS! 

I.  Beware  of  that  treatment  of  tlie  Spirit 
has  a  tendency  thereto,  yea  and  leads  the  way  to 
igrcat  tr^nfgreffion.     And  beware  of,  •  *i  l^t 

ij?,  Rqiimng  the  Spirit,  AAs  vii*  $x.  but 
fall  in  with  him  in  his  operations.  To  ftave 
vi&ions,  and  guard  againft  awakenings  out  of  «  _ 
of  iin,  to  fin  over  thebeily  of  light,  and  inward  cbttlDii 
and  to  go  on  obftinately  in  fin  in  oppofition  to  calls  to 
repentance,  is  to  refift  the  Spirit.  And  that  is  txSf; 
dangerous,  as  dangerous  as  for  the  fick  man  to  refift 
the  phylician  that  would  apply  healing  plaifters  to  \aA 
fores,  and  fo  fight  againft  his  own  welfare.  ;*^ 

idly^  Quenching  the  l§pirit,  i  Thefll  v.  19.    Somiqh 
times  this  holy  fire  begins  to  burn,  and  ye  may  fiildv 
the  heat  of  it :  O  then  take  heed,  as  one  who  is  npi^ 
on  the  point  of  cure,  that  ye  do  not  mar  it, '  Do  not  *. 
caft  water  on  this  fire  to  drown  it  out,  by  finning  lb*  ' 
gainft  light,  putting  out  your  convictions  out  of 
hearrs  and  heads,  by  finning  with  a  ftrong  hand,  #^; 
filing  up  your  thoughts  with  worldly  buCnefs,  dro 
|ng  them  by  finful  pleafures,  &c.   Withdraw  not  fewd' 
(rum  this  fire,  by  neglecting  the  motions  and  o^ 
^ions  of  the  Spirit.    Do  not  fmother  it,  by  not  gi 
(hem  vent  in  prayer,  and  fupplication,  and  conte 
before  God,  or  in  confulting  with  his  fervants  in  c 
>vherein  ye  need  particular  direction,    O,  why  wiU  yQ 
ruin  youri'elves,  and  judge  yoqrfelves  unworthy  of  QU.^ 
(eroaUif^^  .        •-:':^ 
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^dlj^  Grieving  the  Spirit,  Eph-iv.  30.  Even  belie- 
vers themfelves  have  need  of  the  Spirit  for  carrying 
on  this  work  of  application  of  ChriA's  redemption. 
And  they  are  in  hazard  of  retarding  and  interrupting 
it,  by  their  grieving  the  Sjpirit  b^  grofs  fins,  which  in 
a  fpecial  manner  defile  the  confcience,  or  by  fins  tho* 
fmaller  in  their  nature,  yet  attended  with  great  ag- 
gravations, or  by  not  valuing  and  efteeming  the  Spi- 
rit's graces,  comforts,  influences,  and  ordinances. 
Thefe  things  provoke  the  Spirit  to  withdraw  ;  and  fa 
the  work  lies  behind,  the  application  of  the  redemp- 
tion is  not  advanced. 

^thly^  Vexing  the  Spirit,  If,  Ixiii.  10.  It  is  true, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  not  fubjeft  to  paflions  ;  for 
thefe  are  incoqfiflent  with  the  infinite  happinefs  of 
God ;  and  fo  he  cannot  properly  be  grieved  or  vexed, 
nor  difturbed.  But  men  are  iaid  to  vex  the  Spirit, 
when  they  treat  him  fo  as  would  vex  one  capable  of 
vexation.  This  is  done  by  often  falling  into  the  fame 
iuis.  Numb.  xiv.  ii.  efpecially  falling  into  them  again 
after  a  perfon  has  been  convinced  of  the  evil  of  them, 
confefled,  mourned  for  them,  and  refolved  againft 
them ;  and  much  more  when,  befides  all  this,  they 
have  fmarted  for  them.  This  is  the  great  trial. of  the 
divine  patience,  a  tempting  ot  God,  and  puts  men  in 
great  hazard  of  being  given  up  of  God,  Num.  xiv.  27. 

Laftiy^  Blafpheming  the  Spirit  in  his  operations. 
This  is  done  by  mpcking  at  religion,  or  the  work  of 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  others :  A  dangerous  bufi- 
•  nefs,  as  thefe  young  blafphemers  felt,  2  Kings  ii.  23. 
24.  And  Eliiha  went  up  from  thence  unto  Beth-el :  ayid 
as  he  was  going  up  by  the  way^  there  came  forth  little 
children  out  of  the  city^  and  mocked  him,  and  faid  unto 
him  J  Go  up  J  thju  bald-bead^  Go  up,  thou  bald- head. 
And  he  turned  back^  and  looked  on  them,  and  curfed  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord:  and  there  came  forth  two 
jke  bears  out  of  the  wood,  and  tare  forty  and  two  children 
of  them.  Or  by  fathering  the  operations  of  the  Spirit 
in  ourfelvcs  or  others,  on  fomc  other  caufc,  as  when 
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rdigioo  19  counted-  folly,  jfouLezerciie  mdw 
diftraction,  and  comitauQion  with  God  deliii|<ln» 
the  Spirit,  as  the  Spirit  of  regeneration  and  of  pi 
is  often  bUfphemed. 

2.  As  ever  ye  would  have  the  redemption. pu 
.  by  Chnft  applied  to  you,  labour  to  get  th^ 
make  it  your  bufinefi  to  get  him  to  dwell  in  yoi^ 
work  in  you. '  Lay  out  yourfelves  to  be  his^hal 
tion.    Cbnfider,  vij 

Jilb/.  I.  Ye  are  by  nature  without  the  Spirit^  Jt 
.  19.  -'therefore  ye  have  need  to  feek  him.  The 
principle  of  adine  in  you  is  your  own  ipiritj,  ._^^ 
'  x%  io  corrupted  that  it  can  do  nothing  truly  .gpatjt^ 
John  XV.  5.  And  being  without  the  &mit,  ye  «Vi 
without  God  in  the  world,  and  theitforeuWij^MltiK 
hope,  while  ye  arc  fo.  V    s^_ 

Mpt*  2*  Te  can  have  no  faying  benefit  by  Chnft 
by  the  Spirit.  Ye  can  have  no  intereft  in  Chrift 
out  him,  Rom.  viii.  9.  and  no  accefs  to  God  thrqugfc. 
Chrift,  but  by  him,  Eph.  ii.  18.  While  ye  have  n^ 
the  Spirit,  the  redemption  is  indeed  purchafed,  bnti 
alasl  it  is  not  applied  to  you.  Chrift  has  died,  but 
you  have  no  intereft  in  him,  no  faving  benefit  by  hiob 
There  is  a  full  treafure  of  grace  in  Chrift,  but  alas!  jic 
want  the  key  to  open  it.  The  Bridegroom  ftaiidi 
reac^y  to  receive  yoii,  but  there  is  none  to  bring 
bride  to  him,  and  ftie  cannot  go  her  alone. 

JWl?/.  3.  Without  the  Spirit  ye  are  fpiritually  dead 
in  fin,  John  vi.  63.    When  the  foul  is  away,  the 
is  dead  ;  and  when  the  Spirit  is  away,  the  foul  is  d 
The  man  cannot  move  in  God's  way,  cannot  perfi 
one  duty  acceptably ;  for  nothing  is  fo  but  what 
done  in  the  Spirit,  John  iv.  24.    Hence  all  ordinan 
and  providences  are  loft  on  fuch  an  one ;  for 
like  a  dead  tree,  to  which  fpring  and  winter  are 
Hence,  '       ?•* 

Mot.  4.  Without  the  Spirit  ye  are  undone  for  cvcc, 
without  the  Spirit,  without  Chrift,  Rom4  viii.  9.  wi 
out  Chrift,  without  God,  and  without  God,  vvith^ 
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liope ;  therefore  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael^ 
and  f^fr angers  from  the  covenants  of  promife^  Eph.  ii.  12  • 
The  dead  corpfe  may  be  kept  a  while ;  but  when  there 
are  no  hopes  of  the  returning  of  the  foul,  it  is  buried  in 
a  grave :  fo  without  the  Spirit  yfe  may  be  kept  a  while, 
through  God's  .patience ;  but  the  end  will  be,  to  be 
Cafi  into  the  pit,  and  buried  out  oi:  God's  light. 

Mot.  la/l.  If  ye  get  the  Spirit,  ye  are  made  up  for 
ever.  For  he  is  the  leading  benefit  of  Chrift's  purchafe, 
which  all  the  reft  infallibly  follow,  Zech.  xii.  10. 
When  the  Spirit  comes,  life  comes,  that  fliall  never  fail, 
John  iv.  14.  He  will  unite  you  to  Chrift,  and  then 
all  is  yours.  He  will  enlighten,  quicken,  renew,  and 
fan<^ify  you,  fubdue  your  corruptions,  give  grace, 
aAuate  and  increafe  it,  change  you  from  glory  to  glo- 
ry, and  raife  up  your  bodies  at  the  laft  day  to  glory, 
Rom.  viii.  11. 

1  (hall  conclude  all  with  a  few  directions. 

I.  Pray  earneftly  for  the  Spirit,  Luke  xi.  1 3.  God 
has  made  a  promife  of  the  Spirit,  and  gives  that  as  a 
ground  of  your  prayer  for  him,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  37. 
— A  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you. — /  will  yet  for 
this  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfe  Ifrael^  to  do  it  for  them. 
And  although  God  regard  not  prayer  as  performed  by 
one  without  the  Spirit,  yet  he  regards  it  as  a  means 
and  ordinance  of  his  own  appointment,  >yhereby  the 
Spirit  is  conveyed  into  the  hearts  of  his  ele<5V. 

2. ~  Wait  and  look  for  the  Spirit  in  all  ordinances  of 
his  appointment.  If.  xxxii.  ult.  They  that  would 
.have  the  wind  blow  upon  them,  go  out  into  the  open 
air;  though  they  cannot  raife  it,  they  wait  where  it 
blows,  John  iii.  8.  Efpecially  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  is  to  be  attended  diligently  for  this  end,  2  Cor. 
iii.  8.  Tlie  man  that  had  lain  many  years  at  the  pool, 
at  length  faw  the  time  that  the  angel  moved  the  wa- 
ters. 

3.  Lafilyj  Give  up  yourfelves  to  the  Spirit,  Jer. 
xxxi.  18.  Lay  yourfelves  down  at  his  feet  to  be  en- 
lightened, quickened,  and  fandified  by  him.     Open 
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the  dooi"  of  your  heirts  to  receive  him.  And  wheit 
the  leaft  good  motion  is  found  kindled  in  your  hearts, 
cheriih  it  aa  a  tender  bud  of  heaven  j  nourifh  the 
J|)atk,  and  it  'will  increafe  in^o  a  flame. 


Of  Union  with  Chria. 

t    CORINTHtANS   Xii.   13. 

For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body,  wbe- 
iber  ive  be  Jews  or  Gentiles,  .whether  we  be  bond  tr 
free  ;  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit. 

TH  E  apoftle  in  the  preceding  verfe  having  aflert- 
ed,    that   Chrirt  myftical,  i.  e.  Chrift  and  be- 
^lievers,    are  one,  making  but  one  myflical  body;  ia 
the  wprds  of  the  test  does  at  once  explaio  and  confirm 
the  fame  from  tlic  two  fiicraments  of  the  New  Xefti- 
ment,  baptifin,  and  the  Lord's  fupper. 

I.  From  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  where  he  fliewi 
lis  tlie  blefled  union  made.     And  here  cor.fider, 

ifi.  The  parties  united  ;  on  t!ie  one  hand,  we  oSf 
■viz.  who  believe  in  Chrili:,  as  dittinguiflied  from  ufl-. 
believers.  On  the  other  hand,  Jeftis  Clirift,  whom 
liehad  juft  before  mentioned,  and  wlio  is  here  undtt 
ilood  as  implied  In  the  one  body,  whereof  he  is  tkc 
liead,  or  princip.il  part. 

2c!ly,  The  uniting  or  joining  of  the  parties,  w'. 
5s  espreffed  by  being  baptized  into  one  body,  the  iat^' 
mental  fign  being  put  fur  the  thing  lignified  :  as  ^  te 
3iad  faid,  We  aie  united  into  one  body  with  Chrift 
which  is  fignified  and  fealed  by  our  baptilm.  ■  ^ 

^d!y,  Tiie  efficient  caufe  of  the  union,  or  the  paftj 
uniting  us  to  Chrift,  one  Spirit^  the  one  Spirit  of  Chim: 
'Tis  by  him  we  are  baptized,  and  are  jtiined  to  Chrift, 
He  cails  the  indiffoluble  knot ;  as  Chrift  brings  us  to 
the  Father,  the  tjoly  Spirit  brings  us  to  Chrili,  by  faitll 
■which  he  works  in  us,  andinakis  Ihe  marriase-tic  )t£ 
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t5veen  the  King  of  faints  and  the  daughter  of  Zion, 
This  Spirit  muft  needs  be  the  infinite  Spirit  of  God, 
fince  it  is  but  one  Spirit  that  knits  all  not  only  as  the 
author,  but  the  bond  of  the  union. 

^thlyj  The  refult  of  this  union,  one  body.  Hence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  Chrift  and  all  believers  are  one  my- 
(Hcal  body  ;  they  are  all  joined  to  Chrift  and  among 
themfelves,  as  the  head  and  members, 

S^iblyj  The  charafter  of  the  parties  whom  the  Spirit 
unites  to  Chrift.  He  confines  not  himfelf  to  any  one 
partv  of  finncrs  in  the  world,  but  takes  them  indiffe- 
rently out  of  all  forts,  whether  they  be  Jews  or  Gen- 
tiles, whether  they  be  bond  or  free  men.  He  goes  to 
unbelieving  Jews  that  had  rejefted  Chrift  for  fome 
time,  and  to  unbeUeving  Gentiles  that  had  not  heard 
of  him.  And  he  unites  them  to  Chrift  by  working 
faith  in  them  ;  for  he  deals  with  them  that  have  rea- 
fon,  not  as  with  ftocks,  knitting  them  without  any  ac- 
tion of  their  own  ;  but  as  rational  creatures,  apprehend- 
ing them,  and  working  faith  in  them,  whereby  they 
apprehft  id  Chrift. 

2.  From  the  facrament  of  the  Lord*s  fupper,  where 
he  fhews  us  the  bleflfed  fruit  of  this  union,  And  have 
ffeen  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit.     Here  confider, 

ly?.  The  common  benefit,  the  purchafe  of  Chrill's 
I'cdemption;  one  Spirit,  the  leading  comprehenfi^ve 
purchafe  of  Cbrift's  death.  This  is  that  Spirit  poured, 
on  Chrift  without  meafure,  to  be  conimunicated,  for 
life,  and  fuppHes  of  life,  to  all  that  come  to  him. 

2dly,  The  participation  of  that  benefit,  which  is  ex- 
pxefled  by  being  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit,  the  facru- 
mental  fign  for  the  thing  iignified  ;  As  if  he  had  faid. 
We  all  partiike  of  Chnil's  Spirit  more  and  more  to 
our  fpiritual  noariihment  aiid  growth  in  grace,  which 
)s  as  necelTiry  to  us,  as  drink  to  ftrengthen  our  bodies^ 
which  is  fignified  and  fealed  by  the  lacraoxent  of  the 
lA)rd's  fupper, 

yily^  Tne  parties  made  partakers  thereof,  W<^^ih  wha 

^X^  united  to  C.hrilh    As  life  goes  before  eating  or  drink** 

f  I  ^  ** 
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ing,  ib  the  union  vith  Chrift  gbes  before  commumon 
in  and  partiking  of  the  benefits  of  bis  redempti 
and  the  former  is  the  caufe  of  the  latter^ 

Hence  ye  may  fee*  That  **  the  S|Hrit  applieth  to  ui 
.**  the  redemption  purchafed  1^  Chrift,  by  working 
*'  faith  in  u),  and  thereby  VOiting  ns  to  Chrift  in  out 
,  **  effeftua!  calling," 

The  great  fubjeA  to  be  handled  here,  is  the  union 
betwixt  Chrift  and  belieyer*.  And  bere  l^t  us  cop(ida-| 

I.  How  Chrift's  redemption  is  applied  to  a  finner. 

II.  Shew  that  there  is  a  real  nnipn  betwist  Chrift  aii4 
'  bdierers. 

UT.  What  is  thai  union. 

iV,  What  are  the  bonds  of  it, 

V.  Who  is  the  author  and  e^ient  caufe  of  it. 

VI.  The  properties  of  it. 
VIL  Apply. 

1.  Let  us  confider  how  Chrift's  redemption  is  ap* 
plied  to  a  finner.  It  is  done  by  way  of  imi.'ing  the 
iinner  to  Chrift,  as  a  plaifter  is  applied  to  a  fore,  by 
laying  the  one  upon  the  other.  A  finner  is  intercfted 
.jn,  aiid  put  in  poffeflion  of  Chrift's  redemption,  thro' 
union  with  him,   i  Cor.  i.  30.  Of  him  are  ye  in  Cbriji 

'  Jefus.  Men  muft  not  think  to  ftand  afar  from  Chrift, 
and  partake  of  the  benefits  of  bis  death,  upon  their 
praying  to  him  for  it,  as  the  beggar  on  his  crying  gets 
of  the  rich  man's  money  thrown  to  him  ;  which  1  ob* 
ferve  is  the  foul-ruining  notion  many  have  of  this 
matter.  But  he  muft  unite  with  Chrift,  and  fo  par- 
take of  the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift,  as  the 
poor  widow  drowned  in  debt,  by  marfying  the  rich 
man,  is  intercfted  in  his  fubftance.  It  is  with  Chrift 
himfclfthat  all  faving  benefits  are  given,  Rom.  viii.  33. 
and  without  him  none  fuch  are  received.  Believe  it| 
"Sirs,  that  as  Adam's  fin  could  never  have  hurt  you,  un*  I 
lefs  ye  had  been  in  him;  fo  Chrift's  redemption  feallj 

'  never  favingly  |irofit  you,  unipfs  ye  be  in  him  :  BjteJ 
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I.  7.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood.     I 
ihall  next  ihew, 

II.  That  there  is  a  real  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  be- 
lievers*  Some,  to  advance  their  legal  fchenne  of  doc** 
.trine,  acknowledge  no  other  union  but  a  relative  one 
betwixt  Chrift  and  believers,  fuch  as  may  be  betwixt 
perfons  and  things  wholly  feparated.  But  that  there 
is  a  real,  true,*  and  proper  union  betwixt  Chrift  and 
believers,  is  evident,  if  ye  confider, 

1,  The  feveral  equivalent  terms  by  which  this  union 
is  exprefled  in  fcripture.  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  in  belie- 
vers. Col.  i.  27.  Rom.  viii.  10.  and  they  in  him, 
I  Cor.  j,  30.  He  is  faid  to  dwell  in  them,  and  they 
in  him,  John  vi.  56.  They  are  faid  to  abide  in  one 
.another,  John  xv.  4.  Believers  have  put  on  Chrift, 
Gal.  iii.  27.  They  are  fo  joined,  or  agglutinated,  as 
to  be  one  Spirit,  i  Cor.  vi.  17.  To  expound  thefe  of 
a  mere'  relative  union,  fuch  as  is  betwixt  a  king  and 
his  fubjefts,  a  mafter  and  his  fervants,  is  but  to  wreft 
fcripture ;  and  thefe  phrafes  applied  to  fuch  relatives 
would  be  extremely  harfh,  though  they  never  fo  much 
agreed  in  judgement  and  affection. 

2,  The  feveral  real  and  proper  unions  which  it  is 
refembled  to.  It  is  refembled  unto  that  betwixt  the 
vine  and  the  branches,  John  xv.  5.  the  head  and  the 
body,  Eph,  i.  22.  23.  meat  eaten  and  the  eater,  John 
VI.  56.  yea,  to  that  betwixt  the  Father  and  Chrift, 
John  xvii.  21.  Thefe  arc  real  proper  unions,  and  fo 
is  this. 

3,  Lajlly^  If  this  union  be  not  a  true  and  real  one, 
but  a  mere  relative  one,  the  facramcn*-.  of  the  fupper 
is  but  a  bare  fign,  and  not  a  fcal,  exhibiting  and  apply- 
ing Chrift  to  believers.  For  without  this  real  union, 
the  feeding  on  Chrift's  body  and  blood  truly  and  real- 
ly  in  the  facrament  cannot  be  ;  which  yet  is  the  doc- 
trine of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  our  Larger  Catqchilm, 
proved  from  the  words  of  inftitution,  Take^  eat^  this 
is  my  body.    For  if  there  be  a  true  and  real  feeding, 
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there  mud  be  a  true  and  real  union,  as  there  is  betwixt 
the  food  and  our  bodies  into  >vhich  it  is  incorporated. 

III.  I  proceed  to  fhew  what  is  that  union  that  takes 
place  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers.  There  are  three 
niyfterious  unions  in  our  religion,  (i.)  Ihe  fubftaH- 
tial  union  of  the  three  perfons  in  one  Godhead. 
(2.)  The  perfonal  union  of  the  divine  and  human  na- 
tures in  Jefus  Clirift.  (3.)  The  myftical  union  betwixt 
Chrift  and  believers,  which  is  that  wKerein  Chrift  and 
believers  are  fo  joined,  that  they  are  one  Spirit,  one 
myftical  body,   1  Cor.  vi.  17.  &  xii.  13. 

In  this  union  the  whole  man  is  united  to  a  whole 
Chrift.  The  believing  foul  is  united  to  him,  £ph.  iii. 
17.  His  body  alfo  is  united  to  him,  i  Cor.  vi.  19. 
1  Their,  iv.  14.  They  are  united  to  him  in  his  divine 
nature.  Col.  i.  27.  and  in  his  human  nature,  Eph.v. 
50.  and  fo  through  the  Mediator  unto  God,  a  Cor, 
vi.  \6. 

IV.  I  go  on  to  fliew  what  are  the  bonds  of  this  u- 
nion,  whereby  Chrift  and  believers  become  onr.  All 
corporal  union  is  made  by  contacl ;  but  Cliiift  is  in 
heaven,  and  v/c  on  earth,  und  i^d  wc  can  have  no  fuch 
union  v/ith  him  ;  and  if  we  had,  what  would  it  profit? 
John  vi.  65.  Bu^  this  union  is  fjuritua],  i  Cor.  vi, 
17.  and  fo  arc  the  bonds  of  it.     And  they  are  two. 

I.  The  Spirit  on  Chrift's  part,  whereby  he  apprc- 
hcndetli,  takcth  and  kcepcth  hold  of  us,  i  Jolin  iii. 
z///.  Tlie  fame  iafmitc  Spirit  that  dwells  in  Chrift,  he 
coinnumicaics  to  liis  ciccl  in  their  cflbdual  calling, 
l/'Cck.  :<xxvi.  27.  So  that  one  Spirit  living  and  ading 
in  both,  in  Chrift  as  the  head,  and  in  believers  as  the 
incnihers,  tlicy  truly  become  one  by  tiiat  means.  And 
the  diftance  bctvrixt  Chrift  and  believers,  as  great  as  is 
betwixt  heaven  and  caith,  cannot  hinder  thi*  joining 
of  our  fouls  and  bodies  to  his,  fmcc  the  Spirit  is  aa 
inlinitc  Spirit,  every  wlicre  prc/ent.  And  feeing  the 
fame  Spirit  is  iu  both,  they  are  thereby  made  really 
cue,  iiotwiLhfuiiJing  of  the  diftance  j  even  as  if  there 
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were  a  man  who  (landing  on  the  earth  his  head  Ihould 
reach  the  ftars  j  yet  fince  one  foul  animates  his  head 
;md  feet,  notwithftanding  of  the  diftance  betwixc 
them,  (as  well  as  thofe  of  the  lowed  dwarf),  they  do 
ftill  make  but  one  body.  And  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  tree- 
leg  fixed  to  the  body,  and  touching  upon  it,  it  is  not 
for  all  that  a  part  of  the  body,  becaufe  it  is  not  anima- 
ted by  the  foul :  fo  on  the  other  hand,  where  one  fpi- 
rit  is  in  two,  there  is  a  real  union,  although  thefe  two 
do  not  touch  one  another,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ezekicrs 
wheels,  Ezek.  i.  1 1.  All  which  ftiews  that  there  is  no- 
thing contrary  to  reafon  in  this  union. 

2.  Faith  on  the  believer's  part,  Eph.  iii.  17.  That 
Chriji  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith.  Thereby  the  be- 
liever apprehends,  takes  and  keeps  hold  of  Chrift. 
It  is  by  that  we  receive  Chrift,  John  i.  12.  come  unto 
him,  John  vi.  35.  and  feed  on  him,  ver.  56.  This 
faith  is  that  true  one,  whereby  a  finncr  heartily  re- 
ceives and  refts  on  Chrift,  for  all  his  falvation.  And 
no  diftance  can  hinder  it  to  afcend  unto  the  Media- 
tor. 

Now,  fince  Chrift  cannot  be  feen  with  our  eyes,  nor 
touched  with  our  hands,  while  he  is  in  heaven  and 
we  are  on  earth,  and  that  he  is  not  known  to  us  but  by 
his  word  of  the  gofpel ;  what  other  way  can  we  unite 
with  him,  but  believing  on  this  unfeen  Chrift  ?  So  that 
faith  is  the  only  mean  on  our  part.  And  its  fitncfs 
for  this  work  appears,  if  ye  conSder, 

(i.)  That  faith  is  a  felf-emptying  and  creature-emp- 
tying grace,  throwing  off  and  putting  away  all  thofe 
things  that  might  keep  tlie  foul  at  a  diftance  from 
Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  8.     And, 

(2.)  It  is  as  much  fitted  to  leceive  an  unfcea  Chrift 
and  falvation,  which  appears  to  us  only  in  the  won!, 
as  the  hand  to  receive  what  can  be  received  into  ir. 
For  in  the  word  Chrift  oficrs  himfelf  and  all  his  filva- 
tion  to  us,  which  we  cannot  l?*y  hold  of  by  any  bodi- 
ly action  whatfocvcr;  but  faith  crediting  the  teiHmo- 
ny,  contenting  to,  and  rcfting  on  the  ofre:\:d  Chrift, 
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with  his  falvation,  does  adually  get  the  fame,  as  fure 
as  there  is  truth  in  the  word  of  tne  gofpel. 

V.  The  next  head  is  to  fliew  who  is  the  author  \ 
and   efficient  caufe  of  this  union.     The  party  that  ' 
makes    this    blcfled    union    is   the    Holy  Spirit  of  '■ 
Chrift,  and  none  other,   as  the   text  tells   us.    Ai   | 
cur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  took  his  own  human   nature 
into  perfonal    union    with  him,    in   the    womb   of 
the  virgin  Mary,  by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  the 
Holy  Ghoft  coming  upon  her,  and  the  power  of  the 
Highcft  overfliadowing  her,  Luke  i.  55.  fo  he  takes 
linners  into  myftical  union  with  him,  by  the  agency 
of  this  fame  Spirit.     We  may  take  it  up  thus. 

1.  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  comes  in  the  word,  and  en-    I 
ters  into  the  heart  of  the  eleci:  finner  dead  in  fin.     The 
word  is   the  great  vehicle  of  divine   appointment,    \ 
wherein  the  Spirit  is  given,  Gal.  iii.  2.     And  in  that 
he  comes  and  makes  room  for  himfclf,  and  takes  fc  up, 

I  Their,  i.  5.  John  vi.  63.  And  the  Spirit  is  a  Spirit 
of  life,  a  Spirit  of  faith,  and  one  with  Chrift,  as  he  is 
one  of  the  three  perfons  in  the  one  Godhead.  So 
that  when  he  is  come  into  the  foul,  it  is  quickened, 
changed,  regenerated,  and  really  united  to  Chrift 
paflively,  in  fo  far  as  the  Spirit  is  Chrift's  Spirit. 

2.  That  quickening  Spirit  now  entered  into  the  c- 
Icfl:  foul,  works  faith  in  it ;  and  thus  only  true  faith 
is  wrought,  not  from  our  natural  powers,  Eph.  ii.  8. 
Col.  ii.  12.  Hereby  the  foul  lays  hold  on  Chrift,  and 
actually  unites  with  him.  Being  quickened  and  aclcd 
by  the  Spirit,  it  acts  in  believing.. 

The  whole  may  be  illuftrated  by  the  cafe  of  Laza« 
rus  rifing  from  the  dead.  With  the  voice  of  Chrift, 
Lazarus^  come  forth^  his  foul  re-entered  into  his  body, 
fo  he  was  alive  again  ;  and  being  alive  and  quicken- 
ed, he  moved  and  came  forth  unto  Chrift.  So  the 
dead  foul,  being  quickened  by  the  Si)irit  coming  into 
it,  moves  and  comes  unto  Chrift.  And  thus  yc  may 
fee. 


Of  Union  with  Cbriji.  1 53 

That  there  is  a  twofold  receiving  of  Chrift.    (i.)  A 

{affive  receiving  of  him,  wherein  Chrift  comes  in  by- 
is  Spirit  into  the  dead  foul,  quickening  it,  and  joins 
liimfelf  unto  that  foul.  Here  the  foul  does  nothing, 
but  is  inhabited  by  Chrift,  through  the  Spirit,  which 
difpofeth  the  iinner  to  believe.  And  this  is  the  cafe 
<rf  gracious  infants,  who  are  truly  united  to  Chrift, 
though  becaufe  of  their  infancy  they  cannot  acl  faith. 
fa.)  An  aftive  receiving  of  him,  when  the  foul  having 
tdXth.  wrought  in  it  by  the  Spirit  actually  believes,  and 
receives  Chrift,  putting  forth  the  hand  of  the  foal  to 
embrace  him,  and  fo  actively  joins  itfelf  unto  the  Lord* 

VI.  I  proceed  to  fliew  the  properties  of  this  union* 
I  have  anticipated  fome  of  thefe  under  other  heads  al- 
teady,  and  fliewn  you  that  it  is, 

1.  A  true,  real,  and  proper  union,  not  a  mere  rela« 
tive  one. 

2.  A  fpiritual  union,  i  Cor.  vi.  17.  He  that  is  join* 
ed  unto  the  Lord^  is  one  Spirit.  Though  it  is  an  union 
of  bodies  as  well  as  of  fpirits,  yet  the  union  is  not 
trorporal,  for  the  bodies  do  not  touch  one  another  ; 
but  fpiritual,  being  joined  by  fpiritual  bands.  I  add^ 
that  It  is, 

3.  A  myfterious  union.  The  apoftJe  calls  it  z  great 
mfftery^  Eph.  v.  32.  a  glorious  myftery^  Col.  1.  27.  And 
therefore,  by  the  by,  it  is  not  a  mere  relative  union, 
but  a  true  and  real  one  ;  for  a  relative  union  betwixt 
Chrift  and  believers  is  no  myftery,  but  a  plain  truth 
eafily  acknowledged  by  all,  and  perceived.  But 
there  is  need  of  a  true,  lively,  humble  faith  to  believe 
this,  whichis  fo  far  above  the  reach  of  our  natural 
capacities,  and  which  naturtB  reafon  is  fo  ready  to  ob- 
jcft  againft  ;  but  faith  will  believe  it  over  all  thefe  im- 
pediments. 

4.  A  moft  clofe  and  intimate  union.  They  are  joined 
as  thofe  things  that  are  glued  together,  1  Cor.  vi.  17. 
The  believer  has  Chrift  in  him,  and  he  is  in  Chrift ;  and 
they  are  united  as  the  meat  with  the  body,  which  is 
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jpcOrporgit^  into  it,  Jolm  vi.  56.  See  Eph.  v.  3d. 
•  5.  An  indiflblable  uoiCiTi.  Once  in  Chrift,  ever  in 
Jiiin,  Jobn.x.  38.  29.  What  m:in  will  lofe  a  member 
f&  bis  body,  if  he  can  hdp  it  \  Who  then  can  imagine 
that  Cbrifi  will  lole  a  member  of  his  \  The  apolUe  bids 
A  defiance  to  all  things  for  feparating  the  faints  from 

'  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  confequcntly  from  union  with 
iiij3D'>  that  is  the  ground  of  the  love  of  complacency, 
'Roio.  viii..  .:}5.  (^c.  This  union  abides  uninterrupted 
)ay  death  :  jor  fleeping  faints  fleep  in  Chrift,  while  in 
the  gtave,  t  TbeS.  iv.  14. 

,  6f  La/ily,  It  it  the  leading,  com  prehen  five,  fnnda* 
mental  pritrilege  of  believers,  i  Cor.  iii.  23.  Te  are 
jCbriJfs.  All  their  other  privileges  are  derived  fironi 
and  grafted  uppo.  this,  their  jultilication,  adoptioiT, 
&Q£hficBtioa,  and  glorification.     All  thefe  grow  ea 

■-.|his  roqt  J  and  wherfitjiat  is  wanting,  none  of  thefe 
can  be*  All  acceptable  obedience  comes  from  the 
.foul's' union  with;  Chrift,  John  xv.  4.  Hence  faith  is 
the  principal  grace,  as  uniting  us  to  Chrift. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  application  of  this  fubicfl. 
\  feall  prefs  out  the  juice  of  this  pomegranate  unto 
you  in  ufcs  of  information,  trial,  and  exhortation.  , 
'      Us  eI.  of  information.     It  informs  us, 

I.  Concerning  the  faints  in  general,  that  they  art' 
, highly  dignified  beyond  all  the  reft  of  the  worl4<. 
.  They  are  all  members  of  Chrift,  of  the  blood-royal  of 
heaven,  even  thofe  of  them  that  Ibme  would  difdain 
to  rub  fiioulders  with,  Eph.  v.  30.  And  thus  we 
■have  ibefe  leffoni. 

(i.)  Wo  to  thofe,  tliat  maltreat,  opprefs,  or  pcrfe- 
,  .cute  any  of  the  faints  ;  for  what  they  do  againft  tbeq, 
tbey  do  againll  Chrift,  as  doing  it  to  the  members  Qf 
Chrift's  body,  Afts  is.  4.  And  he  will  rcfent  it»  iM 
plead  the  caufe  as  bis  own  caufe,  ai^curately  and  ei- 
actly,  fo  u  to  make  men  accountable  for  omiflions  of 
duty  to  them,  far  more  for  comniifilons  of  evil  againfi 
;them,  Matth.  xsv.  42. — 45.    So  that  the  faints  baM 


!;  OfVnum%ioith  Chr\ft.  155 

good  reafon  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  revenge ;  for 
;    dieir  Redeemer  is  mighty. 

'  (2.)  They  are  the  bcft  beftowed  good  turns  that  are 
\  done  tp  the  godly  for  Chrift's  fake.     For  as  they  are 
I   done  to  them,  they  are  done  to  Chrift,  iince  they  are 
\  one  with  him.     And  our  Lord  will  take  it  fo,  and 
j^  g^racioufly  reward  it,  M^tth.  xxv.  35. — 40.     Therefore 
V   Che  apoftle  gives  that  exhortation.  Gal,  vi.  10.  As  we 
•  have  therefore  opportunity^  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men^   e^ 
"  ^P^^i^^h  H^f^  them  who  are  of  the  houfehold  of  faith. 
"'  Have  ye  any  love  to  Chrift  ?  love  is  communicative  ; 
I  ye  cannot  reach  the  head,  but  the  members  ye  have 
•-  always  with  you.     Say  not  then  ye  want  occafion  to 
I  teftify  your  love  to  him.     It  is  the  beft  feednefs  ye 
^  tfan  make,,  and  will  bring  the  mod  plentiful  harvelh 
'  (3)  Believers  are  members  one  of  another,  Eph. 
ixr.  2  5,     There  is  a  trq^  and  real  fibnefs  betwixt  all  the 
odly,  as  there  is  betwixt  the  legs  and  arms  of  one 
jody,  or  one  leg  and  another.     For  fince  they  are  all 
united  to  Chrift,  it  neceflarily  follows  that  they  are  all 
united  among  themfelves,  i  Cor.  xii.  X2.     And  there- 
fore they  are  called  one  breads  having  an  union  and 
communion  among  themfelves  fealed  by  the  facrament. 
O,  if  this  great  truth  were  believed,  what  love,  what 
fyrapathy,  what  care  for  oi^e  another's  temporal  and 
fpirituai  welfare,  would  there  be  among  the  godly  1 
There  woul4  not  be  fuch  (Irangenefs,  alieqatipn  of  af- 
fcclioqs,  nor  fuch  a  Cain  like  unconcernednefs  about 
one  another  among  them, 

(4.)  It  is  a  thank^efs  office  to  repd  and  divide  the 
chur^  of  Chrift,  to  tear  Chrift's  feamlefs  coat.  Mar 
oy  make  no  bones  of  feparating  from,  but  place  rcli- 
gion  in,  cafting  off  communion  with  thofe,  who^ 
their  confciences  muft  acknowledge,  do  yet  remain  u- 
nited  to  Chrift.  They  fay  they  can  have  no  commu- 
nion with  them  without  fin,  I  grant,  that  if  one  leg 
go  into  a  mire  and  be  defiled,  the  other  ought  not  t<^ 
ioUow,  oor  one  fauit  communicate  with  another  in  fin  ; 
»y  but  no  man  in  his  wits  would  cut  off  cither  of  th^ 
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legs  in  that  cafe.  But  the  body  of  Chrift  is  not  fi» 
tenderly  handled,  chough  we  owe  more  tenderncfc  to 
it,  thin  to  our  own  natural  bodies.  Nay  but  let  mea 
abhor  comnuinion  with  fuch  as  much  as  they  will, 
they  fliat!  either  have  the  moft  clofc  and  intimate  com- 
munion with  them,  or  they  ihall  have  none  with 
Chrift,  forafmuch  as  there  arc  not  two  Chrifts  to  head 
the  fcparate  bodies ;  and  if  they  be  both  united  to  one 
phrift,  they  have  the  moft  intimate  union  and  commu- 
nion one  with  another. 

2.  It  informs  us  concerning  fome  great  and  weighty 
principles  of  our  holy  religion,  clearly  deduciblefrom 
this  grand  point. 

(i.)  The  faints  fliall  perfevere  in  grace,  and  can  ne- 
ver totally  nor  finally  fall  away  from  it.  For  there  ii 
an  indifl'oluble  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  them.  This 
fecures  the  believer's  Ufe,  that  it  can  never  be  loftj 
Col.  iii.  ;;.  The  Spirit,  the  bond  of  this  union,  never 
leaves  his  habitation,  John  xiv,  n5.  &  iv.  14.  Thil 
keeps  a  feed  always  in  him  tor  God,  i  John  iii.  9.  And 
Chrift  will  lofe  none  of  his  members,  John  xvii.  12, 
Jc  is  true,  if  the  firmnefs  of  this  union  depended  en- 
tirely on  the  hold  the  finner  has  of  Chrift  by  faith,  it 
might  be  broke  ;  but  it  depends  on  the  hold  that  Chrift' 
has  of  the  hnner  by  his  Spirit,  as  the  nurfe  has  of  tbft 
babe  in  her  arms. 

(z.)  Faith  in  Chrift  is  the  great  comprehenfive  go*' 
fpcl  duty.  Many  have  mean  thoughts  of  faith,  in^ 
comparilon  of  other  dpties.  But  the  fcripture  givei 
it  the  preference,  John  vi.  29.  1  John  iii.  23.  Wbc^ 
we  bid  you  believe,  we  bid  you  get  all  privileges,  and 
do  all  duties  ;  for  believing  is  the  way  to  both,  in  fo  hi 
as  it  unites  the  foul  to  Chrift,  which  is  the  fundamen- 
tal privilege  of  the  faints.  If  ye  believe,  ye  do  alt  itti 
eficcl,  as  he  who  takes  hold  of  the  firft  link  of  a  chain, 
hris  hold  of  all  the  links.  If  ye  believe  not,  ye  do  no- 
thing j  for  without  faith  ye  are  without  Chrift,  an(^ 
vithout  Chrift  ye  can  do  nothing,  John  sv.  5.  cofti;i 
pare  Heb.  xi.  (5. 
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^3.)  Ttier e  is  a  folid  rational  ground  for  the  dochinc 
of  our  juftification  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of 
CSbrifi.  Let  profane  men  deride  it  as  a  putative  or  i- 
maginary  rignteournefs  and  juftification,  to  make  way 
for  their  own  works ;  and  let  the  corrupters  of  the 
Proteftant  do^ine  fet  up  faith,  repentance,  and  new 
ahedience  as  our  evangelical  righteoufnefs,  upon  which 
ve  are  juftified^  as  the  fulfilling  of  the  gofpel-law :  we  * 
peed  no  other  righteoufnefs  for  juftification  but  Chrift's. 
For  a  believer  is  by  faith  united  to  Chrift.  Having 
ibb  union  with  him,  we  have  a  communion  with  him 
ift  )iis  righteoufnefs,  which  is  ours,  fince  we  are  oqe 
with  him,  and  being  ours  muft  be  imputed  to  us,  or  rec- 
koned ours  on  the  moft  folid  ground.  Ghrift  is  the 
believer's  Surety  by  his  own  voluntary  act,  the  debtor's 
{Qonient  by  f^ith,  the  Judge's  approbation  in  the  word. 
What  then  is  more  rational  than  that  this  righteouf* 
nefs  be  imputed  to  the  believer,  and  he  thereupon  ju« 
ftified  ?  . 

(-^.)  The  way  to  obtain  true  repentance  and  fanftifi- 
catioo,  is  to  believe.  For  thefe  are  the  benefits  of 
Cfarift's  redemption.  Ads  v.  31.  Matth.  i.  21.;  and 
tt^efe  are  applied  by  the  Spirit  working  faith  in  us,  and 
thereby  uniting  us  to  Chrift  in  our  effedual  calling. 
^ow  can  one  think  to  repent  truly,  or  to  be  holy, 
'wh^n  he  is  not  united  to  Chrift,  John  xv.  5.  or  to  be 
united  without  faith  ?  As  foon '  Ihall  the  falling  dew 
pierce  through  the  rock,  as  one  (hall  be  able  to  do  any 
of  th'efe  out  of  Chrift,  whom  (he  Father  has  conftitu- 
ted  the  head  of  influences,  and  on  whom  all  our  fruit- 
fulnefs  depends. 

(5.)  Laftlyj  The  bodies  of  believers  fhall  have  a  glo- 
rious refurreftion,  Rom.  viii.  11.  There  is  an  unioa 
betwixt  Chrift  and  the  bodies  of  believers,  which  death 
does  npt  break  off,  i  Thefl*.  iv.  14.  and  therefore  they 
fhall  not  always  lie  in  the  duft  ^  nor  will  Chrift  lofe  a- 


ny  of  his  members.     The  Lord  fay^  to  a  dying  f2^nt 

as  to  Jacob,  Gen.  xlvi.  3.  4.  /  am  Godj  the  God  of  thy 

fatb^  :  feqr  npt  to  go  dqwn  into  Egyfi  []*^hQ  gravej.— r/ 


9<^  <^:Vmn' tvitb' Cbr^} 

'fwiil  ge'dottin  voith  tbet. into  Egypt  [die-^rtW};' 

««"//  alfa  furely  briw  tbte  up  again,    '■    ■ 

3.  This  doctrine  informs  uscoDcerningtbetiapp! 

of  the  faiMs.     To  be  united  with  Chrift  is  the  foun- 

:dation  of  all  happiaeft,  and  the  richeft  privileges. 
'   (i.)  Chrift  is  tndni  Cant.  ii.  16.  My  Beloved  is  mint, 
iilya  the  fpoufe.     They  have  an  tnteiefl:  in  his  perfon.' 

■  He  is  their  Lord,  their  elder  brother,  their  Hulband, 
'  yci  thcirHcad.    Wfaaffoever  he  is,  or  is  in  him,  they 

SIrtf  rcEkoa  upoQ  it  as  theirs,  for  to  make  them  hap- 
Vf.  •  The  falneft  of  the  Godhead  dwells  in  him,  and 
%  Godis  their  God,  and  their  Father,  John  xx.  17. 
His^mercy  is  ^eirs  to  pacy  them,  hi3  puwer  to  protecl 
theta^-  his  .all-feeing  eye  to  direct  them,  i^c.  Thai 
thet  have  a!  fountain  to  go  to  that  never  runs  dry,  a 
treafarc  tiiat  is'  nerer  cxhauficd,  a  table  chat  will 
pever  be  drawn;  &c. 

'  ■  (3-)  y^hat  Ghrift  ha».is  theirs,  and  he  is  the  heir  <rf 
all  things,  fo  all  is  theirs,  i  Cor.  iii.  32.  23.  He  haS' 
all  that  has'hitn  to  whom  all  things  belong.  Unioa 
infers  a  communion  betwixt  Chiift  and  believers.  His 
active  arid  paffive  obedience  is  theirs,  tor  their  juftili-" 
cation,  as  if  they  had  done  it  themlelves.  His  Spirit,' 
word,  and  providences  are  theirs  fur  their  liinctilicif 
lion.  His  'power  in  heaven  is  theirs  for  their  gloria- 
cation.  In  a  word,  his  broad  covenant,  with  all  the 
precious  promifes  in  it,  is  theirs  to  make  them  happy 
here  and  hereafter,  2  Pet.  i.  4. 

(5.)  They  are  perfedUy  fafc  from  the  wrath  of  God,' 
Rom.  viii,  i.  TAere  is  no  rondemnaSion  to  iht'm  -which  art 

■  in  Chrift  Jffus.  Their  iins  are  llill  very  difpleaiing  in  ,1 
the  fight  of  God,  and  deferve  condemnation  as  well  1 
as  thofe  of  others.  But  being  in  Chrift,  they  are  be-' 
yond  the  reach  of  the  curfe  ot  tJie  law  ;  they  are  gol'  1 
into  the  city  of  refuge,  where  the  avenger  of  bloo^'  j 
cannot  attack  them.  They  are  under  the  mild  govern-'  , 
incnt  fif  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  threatens  ft(^  J 
therly  anger 'and  temporal  chaiiifements  in  cafe  ot^  ' 
tran(^re0ion,  byt  no  niore,  Pfal.  Ijxxix,  3Q.-xi}\    ^ 
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.  (4.)  The  Lord  takes  pleafure  in  and  "accepts  their 
perlons,  graces,  and  duties,  though  attended  with 
manifold  imperfe^ons.  Their  perfons  are  accepted, 
though  a  body  of  death  hangs  about  them,  £ph.  i.  &• 
Their  graces,  though  there  is  much  drofs  in  them,  yet 
becaufe  the  image  of  Chrift  is  on  them,  they  are  ac- 
•cepted.  Cant.  y.  .i- '.  Their  duties,  though  far  from 
the  perfection  which  the  law  requires,  are  accepted, 
-Cant.  ii.  14.  Their  will  is  accepted  for  the  deed,  and 
.their  grief  for  the  want  of  will,  for  the  will  itfelf, 
2  Cor.  viii.  12. 

,  (5.)  All  their  wants  lie  upon  Chrift,  Col.  ii.  10.  As 
the  union  gives  them  a  communion  with  him  in  what 
is  his,  fo  he  has  a  communion  with  them  in  what  is 
.theirs ;  fo  that  Chrift  is  to  anfwer  for  all  their  debt, 
.poverty,  and  wants,  as  he  that  marries  the  widow  in 
xlebt,  r£d.  Iv.  22.  So  they  look  and  may  look  to 
him  for  all,  for  wildom,  righteoufnefs,  fanctification, 
and  redemption. 

Use  II.  Ye  may  try  by  this  whether  the  Spirit  has 
.applied  to  you  the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift. 
If  f9  be,  then  ye  are  united  to  Chrift.  If  men  onh- 
apply  that  redemption  to  themfelves,  it  will  be  found 
prefumption,  and  not  faith,  and  no  union  with  Chrift ; 
and  the  pkiifter  thus  applied  will  not  ftick.  But  where 
the  right  application  is  made,  there  the  (inner  is  united 
to  Jeiiis  Chrift.  Ye  may  try  whether  ye  be  united  to 
Chrift  or  not  by  thefe  marks.    The  general 

Mark  is.  If  ye  be  disjoined  from  what  ye  were  for- 
merly knit  to,  and  carried  to  Chrift  for  all.  It  is  with 
the  foul  united  to  Chrift  as  with  aq  ingrafted  branch, 
which  is  broken  off'from  the  tree  it  naturally  grew  in, 
.and  is  joined  to  another,  from  which  it  draws  all  its 
lap.  If  ye  be  united  to  Chrift,  ye  are  disjoined  and  bro- 
Jccn  off"  from  the  natural  ftock,  and  ingrafted  into 
Chrift.     Ye  may  take  up  this  in  thefe  three  things. 

I.  Ye  have  given  up  with  the  law  as  a  covenant  of 

ivorks,  and  betaken  yourfelves  wholly  to  the  grace  of 

.Chrift  in  the  fccond  covenant.    That  is  to  be  dead  to 
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the  law,  and  marrUd  to  Chriji,  Rom.  vii.  4.  Ye  are 
broken  off  from  all  your  natural  confideaces  before 
the  Lord,  founded  in  ahy  thing  whatfocver  that  is  not 
Chrift  or  in  Chrift,  and  lay  your  whole  confidence  be* 
fore  the  Lord  on  him.  So  that  he  is  your  all  in  pcnnt 
of  confidence  before  the  throne,  Phil.  iil.  8-  This  is 
a  fure  evidence,  Phil.  iii.  5.  Matth.  v.  3.  Bleffed  art 
the  poor  in  fplrit  ;  where  it  is  obfcrvable  that  this  leads 
the  van,  and  is  to  be  carried  through  alt  the  reft  of 
the  duties  and  graces  following.  This  is  the  very  na- 
ture of  faith  as  it  unites  to  Chrift. 

2 .  Your  hearts  are  fcparated  and  disjoined  from  fin, 
and  labouring  to  tahc  up  their  everlafting  reft  in 
Chrift,  as  the  centre  of  your  defircs,  Pfal.  cxis.  118. 
&  Ixxtii.  25.  Mens  defires  naturally  go  out  after  the 
world  and  their  lufts ;  and  if  they  have  any  defircs 
after  Chrift,  it  is  but  a  delire  of  him  together  with 
their  lufts.  But  grace  turns  the  heart  againft  thefc, 
and  kindles  defires  of  Cbrift,  inftead  of  lufts,  Matth. 
xiii.  45.  4,6.  This  is  a  fure  evidence,  Matth.  v.  (i. 
If  it  true,  while  here  the  faints  are  not  fcparated  from 
fin  in  actioHi  Pfal.  Ixv.  g.  But  in  affection  they  are, 
lloni.  vii.  2.rj.  and  in  that  refpecl  Chrift  has  the  crown, 
and  lufts  the  crofs,  Gal.  v.  2-1.  And  thus  God  judges 
of  them,  2  Cor.  viii.  12.  Far  if  there  be  firjl  a  •willing 
mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  man  hatk,  awi 
not  according  to  that  he  hath  not. 

3.  Ye  are  carried  out  of  yourfelves  into  Jcfus  Chrifl, 
Matth.  xvi.  2^.  To  a  natural  man  his  fweet  fcif  is  bis 
all,  but  grace  turns  felf  off'  the  throne,  and  fets  up 
Chrift  in  its  ftead.  While  the  man  is  fcparated  from 
Chrift,  he  has  fcparate  interefts  from  him  :  but  when 
united  to  Chrift,  thefe  are  all  fwallowed  up  in  Chrift'l 
intereft,  as  the  rivers  when  they  go  into  the  fea,  have 
no  more  their  feparate  channels.  Ye  know  the  dif- 
ference betwixt  an  unmarried  and  a  married  \?orQan. 
The  unmarried  woman  lives  upon  her  own,  and  plea- 
fcs  herfelf ;  the  married  lives  on  her  huiband's,  and 
pieafes  him.    Such  is  the  diff'erence  betwixt  one  fep»'^ 


Of  Union  with  Cbrijl,  161 

lated  from,  atid  one  united  to  Chrift,  P&l.  xlv.  \o. 

(i.)  The  foul  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  Chrift 
lives  on  its  own,  ads  from  itfelf  as  the  higheft  prin- 
dple>  ftands  on  its  own  legs,  as  it  were,  and  takes  its 
own  weight  to  bear  (Prov.  xxviii.  26.)  in  point  of 
ikndification.  It  is  like  tiiat  nominal  marriage.  If.  iv. 
I.  And  in  that  day  feven  loomen  Jhall  take  hold  of  one 
mahf  faying^  We  will  eat  our  own  breads  and  wear  ozvn 
apparel :  only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name^  to  take  away 
0ur  reproach.  And  therefore  fuch  a  one  is  called  fen^ 
fual^  having  not  the  Spirit^  Jude  ver.  19.  one  that  has 
no  higher  principle  than  his  own  foul. 

The  foul  united  to  Chrift  lives  on  his,  or  by  him, 
John  vi.  57  Being  fenfible  of  its  utter  impotencjr 
tor  good,  it  flees  to  him,  his  Spirit  and  grace,  and 
relies  on  him  for  ftrength,  Jer.  xxxi.  i8^  This  is  the 
life  of  faith.  The  one  like  Goliath  goes  forth  in  confi- 
dence of  his  ftrength,  fword  and  fpcar ;  the  other, 
like  the  ftripling  David,  goes  forth  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  This  is  a  fure  evidence,  Phil.  iii.  3.  Cant. 
viii.  5. 

(2.)  The  man  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  lives  for  hlm- 
felf,  as  his  chief  end,  in  point  of  fanclification  too, 
Hof.  X.  I.  In  what  good  he  does,  his  great  end  is  to 
fcrve  and  pleafe  himfelf,  not  to  ferve  and  pleafe  the 
Lord.  And  it  can  be  no  otherwife  with  the  natural 
man ;  for  as  the  mouth  of  a  river  can  never  be  higher 
than  its  fpring,  fo  he  that  acts  from  himfelf  can  never 
but  aft  for  fclf. '  And  thus  God  regards  not  their  fer- 
vice. 

But  the  man  united  to  Chrift  lives  to  the  Lord, 
Rom.  xiv.  7.  8.  Phil.  i.  21.  The  gracious  foul,  like 
the  married  woman,  cares  how  to  pleafe  her  hufband, 
would  fain  be  holy,  and  endeavours  to  be  fo,  that  ihe 
may  be  like  him.  The  foul  united  to  Chrift  is  not 
barren  of  good  works,  John  xv.  5.  but  brings  them 
forth  to  him,  Rom.  vii.  4.  j  the  great  end  of  their 
duties  being  not  to  content  themfelves,^  but  to  walk 

Vol.  IL  X 
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before  him'ih  all  wcH-pIeafing.  This  alfo  is  a  fiire  c- 
Yicience,  Phil.  i.  2  i.  To  me  to  live  ii  Chriji, 

VsE  ul(.  of  exhortition.     O  be  exhorted, 

I,  To  be  deeply  concerned  for  union  with  Chrift. 
O  Tinner,  take  no  rclt,  till  thou  be  in  him.  Seek  to 
unite  with  him,  and  live  no  longer  in  a  ftate  of  fepa- 
r.uinn  from  him,      I'o  prefs  this,  conlider, 

Mof.  I.  'I'hoLi  may  he  doing,  but  thou  canft  do  no- 
thing to  purpolc,  while  not  united  to  Chrift,  John 
XV.  5.  None  of  thy  duties  will  be  accepted  of  God, 
however  great  they  be  in  thy  own  eyes,  or  thofe  of  o- 
thers,  EpLi.  i.  6.  An  ox  offered  on  the  altar  of  Betb- 
el  would  have  been  reje^fted,  when  two  young  dores 
■were  accepted  on  the  altar  of  Jerufalem.  They  want 
the  inworlcing  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  Jam.  v.  16.  the  in- 
cenfe  of  Clirilt's  interceffion,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
accepted  of  the  Father. 

Met.  2i  Thou  hall  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  mat- 
ter, the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift,  till  thou  be 
united  with  hiiu,  Eph.  ii.  12.  It  is  not  thine  till  it  be 
applied  to  thee  ;  and  it  is  not  applied  but  in  the  wiy 
of  union  with  him.  The  ark  doubtlcfs  could  have  li- 
ved more  than  it  did  ;  but  what  availed  it  to  many 
that  there  was  an  ark,  lince  they  weie  not  in  it? 
Though  tlierc  be  a  remedy  that  would  cure  thee, 
what  does  it  avail  thee,  while  it  is  not  applied  to  theej 

Mat.  3.  Milerable  and  dangerous  beyond  espref- 
fion  U  thy  ftate  while  thou  art  not  united  to  Chrifi, 
Kph.  ii.  12.  Poor  foul,  thou  art  lilting  in  the  region 
and  fliadow  of  death,  in  the  fuburbs  of  hell.  Th« 
wrath  of  God  is  hoveiing  over  thy  head,  though 
thou  perceivell  it  not,  Jolui  iii.  uit.  He  that  betievetb 
not, — tht  wrath  of  God  abidetb  on  him.  Thou  art  fc* 
cure,  but  far  from  fatety.  The  deluge  of  wrath  is  at 
hand,  but  thou  hall;  no  aik.  'Ihe  avtuger  of  blood k 
at  thy  heels,  and  thou  art  not  got  into  the  city  of  re- 
fuge ;  the  deliroying  angel  is  coming  through,  and 
thy  door-polls  arc  uot  fpiinkled  with  blood  yet  j  acO 
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£re  and  brimflone  are  ready  to  be  rained  down  upon 
thee,  but  thou  haft  no  Zoar  to  flee  to, 

MoU  tdi.  Chrift  offers  to  unite  with  you,  Hev.  nu 
20.  even  with  the  worft  and  vileft  of  you  all.  He 
fends  out'  his  ambaflidors  to  gain  your  confent  to  this 
union,  and  win  your  hearts.  Behold  the  Former  of 
all  things  making  fuit  to  his  own  clay,  Matth.  xxii. «}, 
Alt  things  are  ready  ;  come  untq  the  marriage^  Will  yc 
flight  and  defpife  this  union,  and  judge  yourfelves  un- 
worthy of  eternal  life  ? 

2.  Labour  to  get  the  Spirit,  who  cafis  the  inviolable 
knot.  If  ye  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  ye  can  be 
none  of  hi^, 

3.  Lajlly^  Believe,  Chrift  and  all  his  redemption  are 
in  your  offer.  Believe  his  word,  embrace  him  in  it, 
let  your  whole  foul  fay  Amen  to  the  bleffed  bargain, 
Confent  to  the  gofpel-offer,  faying.  Henceforth  then 
he  ^s  mine,  and  \  am  ins.  Chrift  does  not  apprehend 
a  foul  by  his  Spirit,  as  a  man  takes  a  tree  in  his  arms, 
but  as  one  friend  another,  who  mutually  cUip  about 
one  another,  Dp  not  delay  this  work  ;  do  not  fay. 
Ye  dare  not  do  it>  iince  without  it  ye  cannot  be  united 
to  Chrift, 

Of  cffeftual  Calling, 

%  Timothy  i,  g. 

J/^ho  hath  faved  uSj  and  called  us  with  an  holy  callings 
not  according  to  our  works^  but  according  to  his  own 
purpofe  and  grace  which  %vas  given  us  in  Qfjriji  J  ejus 
before  the  warld  bega?2n 

TH  E  myftical  union  bc':wixt  Chrift  and  a  finner 
ia  brought  to  pafs.in  the  effedual  calling  of  <v 
(nner,  which  I  come  now  to  explain,  and  we  have  in 
the  text.  The  apoftle  had  exhorted  Timothy  to  a^ 
CQp6de^t  adhering  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel  py^c 
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the  belly  of  afll!£tions  for  the  caufe  of  God  ;  and  in 
the  text  fliews  a  good  reafon,  that  both  he  himfelf 
and  Timothy  had  to  do  fo,  taken  from  what  God 
had  done  fur  them. 

1.  What  the  Lord  had  done  for  them,  (i.)  BavU 
them,  namely,  from  lin  and  wrath  j  i.  e.  had  brought 
them  into  a  (late  of  falvation  out  of  a  (late  of  lin  and 
inifery,  applied  Chrift's  falvation  to  them,  which  is  fo 
tifecTual  that  never  one  dies  of  the  difeafe  after  it  is 
applied,  and  therefore  may  be  faid  thereupon  to  be 
Javed.     (2.)  Cfl/iWthem,  namely,  by  his  Spiric,  when 

they  were  at  a  diftance  from  him  j  he  called  them  to 
himfelf;  faved  and  called  ;  not  that  he  firft  favcd  and 
then  called  them  j  but  he  faved  them  by  calling  them ; 
whicli  fliews  this  call  to  be  an  effeftual  call.  There- 
fore alfo  it  is  called  an  holy  calling.,  not  only  as  pro- 
ceeding from  an  holy  God,  but  as  making  the  called 
holy  too. 

2.  The  caufe  of  the  Lord's  doing  this  for  them, 
(i.)  Negatively;  not  for  any  merit  of  theirs,  they 
had  done  nothing  to  move  God  to  call  them  more 
than  others,  (a.)  Politively;  j^i.J  His  eternal  pur- 
pofe  of  love  and  ftlvation  to  them,  as  the  apofilc 
exphins  it,  Horn.  viii.  go.  They  were  from  eterni- 
ty precleflinated  to  lalyation  and  the  means  of  il^ 
and  therefore  in  complement  of  that  purpofe  werB 
favingly  called,  Q;.]  Hi s  grace  or  free  favour  givea 
them  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  Taid  to 
havebeen  given  them  b(forsth?  world  began,  from  eter- 
nity ;  namely, virtually  in  the  decree,  which  fecured  the 
real  giving  them  it  in  time,  as  much  as  if  they  had 
had  it  in  hand.  And  this  account  of  the  caufes  of 
this  call  does  further  evince  it  to  be  effectual  calling 
that  is  meant. 

The  doi^rine  of  the  text  is, 

DocT.  "  All  that  partake  of  Chrift's  falvation  arc 
*'  effcdually  called." 
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Here  I  (hall  briefly  explain  to  you  the  nature  of 
€ffe£hial  calling,  and  then  apply  it. 

Efiedual  calling  is  the  firft  entrance  of  a  foul  into  the 
ilate  of  grace,  the  firft  flep  by  which  God's  eternal 
purpofe  of  love  defcends  unto  iinners,  and  we  again 
afcend  towards  the  glory  to  which  we  are  chofen. 
And,  upon  the  matter,  it  is  the  fame  with  converiion 
and  regeneration.    I  ihall  ihew, 

L  What  the  efieAual  call  in  the  general  is. 

II.  Who  they  are  that  areeffeAually  called. 

III.  Whence  and  whither  are  they  called  that  are 
effectually  called. 

IV.  What  makes  the  call  effedual  to  fome,  when  it 
.  fs  not  fo  to  others. 

Vf  What  is  the  neceflity  of  their  being  thus  effec* 
tually  called. 

VI.  I  fliall  more  particularly  explain  the  nature  of 
effedual  calling. 

I.  I  ain  to  flicw  what  the  effeftual  call  in  the  gene- 
ral is.  An  effeAual  call  is  oppofed  to  an  inefTeclual 
one.  An  effe^ual  call  is  the  call  that  gains  its  real  in- 
tent ;  that  is  to  fay,  when  the  party  called  comes  up-^ 
on  the  caU^  An  ineffectual  call  is  that  which  gains' 
not  the  Tt^\  intent  of  it,  but  falls  fliort  thereof,  the 
party  called  not  anfwering  and  obeying  the  call.  To 
apply  this  to  our  purpofe,  all  that  hear  the  gofpel  arc 
called;  but, 

I.  To  fome  of  them  it  is  ineffeftual,  and  thefe  arc 
the  moft  part  of  gofpel-hearers,  Matth.  xx.  16.  For 
many  be  called^  but  fe%u  chofen.  They  are  called,  in- 
vited, and  obtefled  to  come  to  Chrill,  but  it  is  but  A 
iinging  of  a  fong  to  a  deaf  man  that  is  not  moved 
with  it,  Prov.  i.  2^.  The  real  intendment  of  the 
call  is  loll  upon  them.  Thoudi  the  intent  of  God 
the  great  Caller  can  never  be  lolc,  who  Ciys,  My  coun^ 
fel  Jhall  ftand^  and  I  will  do  all  my  fkafure^  11.  xlvi. 
10.  yet  the  defign  of  {he  thing  is  fo.     Though  they 
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are  called,  yet  they  come  not  to  Chrift,  tLey  fit  bf| 
call  to  their  own  deftruftion. 

2.  To  others  it  is  effedlual,  and  thefc  are  but  _/«», 
Matth.  XX.  16.  forecited.  They  get  the  call,  and 
they  rife  and  come  away  to  Chrift.  It  is  not  only  tbc 
intent  of  the  call,  but  uf  him  that  calleth  them,  to 
have  them  home  to  himfelf;  and  they  receive  not  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel  in  vain.  While  others  at  beft  do 
but  play  about  the  bait,  they  greedily  embrace  it,  and 
are  catchcd,  according  to  that,  Te  /hall  be  Ji fieri  ef 
men.  They  come  away  like  Lot  out  of  Sodom,  while 
others  account  the  call  in  eifect  butajeft,  and  lb  abide 
and  ;)erifli  in  the  overthrow. 

11.  I  come  to  fliew  who  they  are  that  are  thus  effec- 
tually called.  The  text  tells  us,  that  this  efFeftual 
call  is  according  to  God's  purpofe  and  free  grace  in 
Chrift ;  and  fo  it  follows,  that  the  elect,  and  they  on- 
ly, are  thus  called,  Uom.  viii.  30.  Afts  xiii.  ^8.  0- 
thers  may  be  outwardly  called  by  the  miniftry  of  the 
word,  and  have  fume  common  operations  of  the  Spi- 
rU  toil,  but  are  never  effectually  called.  The  bow  '» 
fhot  at  a  venture  among  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel i 
but  God,  that  knoweLh  who  are  liis,  directs  the  ar* 
row,  fo  as  to  make  it  hit  right.  O  the  riches  and 
freedom  of  grace  that  appears  in  this !  For, 

I.  It  is  men,  and  not  fallen  angels  that  are  called, 
though  they  Qiould  have  been  preferred,  if  God  had  re- 
fpecled  the  dignity  of  nature  among  his  loft  creatures. 
But  the  angels  which  kept  net  their  Jirft  ejlate,  but  left 
their  (nvn  habitation^  be  hcftb  rejerved  in  everlafiit^ 
f bains  under  darknefi ,  unto  the  judgement  of  the  grtAl 
day,  Jude  6.  Th<"re  is  fpecial  love  appears  in  that, 
Unto  you,  0  men,  I  call ;  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fins  of 
man,  Prov.  viii,  4,  O  may  we  not  lay,  as  Pfal.  viii,  ^. 
What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  f  and  the  Jon 
ef  man,    that  thou  vifiteji  himf 

2.  It  is  fume  men,  and  not  others  that  are  called 
ifcfflually,  and  thef?  naturally  in  as  b:(d  and  Anf^ 
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condition  as  others,  Eph.  it.  12.  At  that  time  ye  were 
vntbout  Cbrift^  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  If- 
raelj  and  firangers  from  the  covenants  of  f^romife^  having 
no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  They  canDoC 
pretend  here,  that  they  made  the  difference  by  their 
ivorks ;  for  fays  the  text,  hefaved  us,  and  called  us,  not 
according  to  oar  works.  Nay,  oft-times  they  are  worfe 
than  many  others,  fuch  as  fornicators,  idolaters,  &c« 
of  whom  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  i  ep.  vi.  1 1.  fays. 
Such  were  fame  of  you :  hut  ye  are  wajbed,  but  ye  are 
fanHified,  and  jufltjied,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  JefuSj 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  And  fays  that  apoftle  of 
himfeif,  i  Tim,  i.  iq.  I  was  before  a  blafphemer,  and  a 
ferfecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I  obtained  mercy.  Oft- 
times  grace  chufcs  to  work  on  the  moft  knotty  piece 
of  timber,  which  there  is  the  Icaft  hope  of. 

3.  Laflly,  It  is  for  the  moft  part  thofe  who  have  the 
leaft  advantages  as  to  their  outward  condition  in  the 
world.  For  lays  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  i.  26.  27.  28.  Te 
fee  your  calling,  brethren^  how  that  not  many  wife  men 
after  theflefh,  not  many  mighty,  mt  many  noble  are  xalled. 
But  God  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of  the  world,  to 
confound  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things 
of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty  ;  and 
bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed^ 
hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring 
to  nought  things  that  are.  I'he  Lord  takes  fome  of  the 
greateft  wits,  of  the  greateft  power,  and  the  befl: 
blood  in  the  world,  but  not  many  fuch.  But  often 
grace  paffeth  by  the  learned  man,  and  wife,  and  fits 
down  and  teaches  babes  in  comparilbn  of  them.  He 
paffes  by  the  rich,  the  noble,  and  the  gentle,  and 
brings  the  meaner  fort,  the  kinlefs  things  [ra  ayc^rj  in- 
to a  match  with  the  Son  of  God,  and  an  alliance  with 
heaver. 

III.  I  proceed  to  (hew  whence  and  whither  they  are 
called  who  are  eft'cclually  called.  That  1  may  anfwer 
this  in  a  few  words,  obi'cive,  that  there  was  a  blcHcd 
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bond  of  fociety  betwixt  God  and  his  rational  ct'ci* 
tures,  and  among  themfelves,  till  Gn  entered,  and 
then  all  was  ihaken  loofe.  As  it  was  at  the  building 
of  Babel,  fo  it  was  at  the  entrance  of  fin,  there  was 
a  great  fcatterin^;  finners  were  feparated  from  God, 
and  from  the  holy  angels,  and  fc?ttered  up  and  down 
on  the  mountains  of  vanity.  J-'or  remedy  of  this, 
God  appointed  Jefus  Chrift  the  Head,  in  whom  an  e- 
left  world  might  meet  again  with  God,  and  be  ga- 
thered together  among  themfelves,  Eph.  i.  lo.  That 
in  the  dlfpenfat'ion  of  the  fulnefs  of  thnss,  he  might  ga- 
ther together  in  one  all  things  in  Chrijl,  both  lohich  are 
in  heaven^  and  -which  are  on  earth,  even  in  him.  i  Pet. 
ii.  25.  For  ye  ivere  as  Jhecf  going  a/lray  ;  hut  are  ntfUi 
returned  unto  the  Shepherd  and  Bijhop  of  your  fouls.  So  ■ 
then  they  that  are  effectually  called,  are, 

I.  Callad  outof  ihe  world  that  licth  in  wickedneS, 
I  John  V.  19.  And  hence  the  church  has  its  name  ia 
the  prophetical  and  apoftolical  writings,  imnKmii.,  q.  d. 
A  company  called  out  from  among  others,  a  gathered 
congregation.  And  fo  the  gathering  of  them  is  made 
the  great  work  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Founder  of  the 
church,  John  xi.  52.  The  elect  of  God  in  their  na- 
tural condition,  are  lofl:  Ihecp  gone  aftray  among  the 
devil's  goats  j  cffeftual  calling  is  the  bringing  them  out 
from  among  them,  back  to  Chrift's  fold.  They  are  the 
loft  groat  lying  hid  among  the  duft  of  the  nafty  houle 
of  this  world  ;  effectual  calling  is  the  taking  them  out 
from  among  ihat  duft,  and  reftoring  them  to  the  ufi^  ; 
ior  which  they  were  defigned. 

Thus  Chrilt  bcfpeaks  his  fpoufe  (for  that  work  is 
fliill  going  on,  and  will  be  fo,  till  they  be  quite  outof 
the   world,  foul  and  body,    i  Thcff.  v.  atj.),  Hearken, 

0  daughter,  and  confider,  and  incline  thine  ear  ;  forget 
alfo  thine  own  people,  and  thy  father's  houfe*.    Pial.  xlv. 

1  o.  *  Come  with  me  f/oin  Lebation,  viy  fpoufe,  -with  mt 
from  Lebanon  :  look  from  the  top  of  Ainasa,  from  the  /<* 

•  *  The  audor  hai  forac  excellent  fermoni 
printed. 
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pf  Shenir  nnd  Hermon^  from  the  lions  dens  ^  from  the  moun* 
tains  of  the  leopards.  They  are  called  away  from  the 
finfiU  and  miferable  ft  ate  of  the  world,  from  their 
ways,  manners,  and  work ;  in  a  word,  out  of  their 
fociety,  fo  that  though  they  be  in  the  world,  they  are 
no  more;  of  it,  and  therefore  do  they  fare  fo  ill  in 
it,  John  XV.  1 9.  Becauje  ye  are  not  of  the  worlds  but  I 
have  chojen  you  out  of  the  worlds  therefore  the  world 
batetb  you. 

2.  Called  unto  Jefus  Chrift,  and  through  him  to 
•the  blefled  fociety  o£ another  world.  So  the  call  runs, 
Matth.  xi.  28.  Come  unto  me^  all  ye  that  labour  ^  and  are 
heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  refl.  The  fociety  they 
are  ca}led  and  come  to  Is  that  of  God  himfelf,  the  ho« 
ly  angels,  all  the  faints  in  heaven  and  earth  which 
Jbavc  gone  before  them,  Jefus  Chrift  being  the  blefled 
bond  of  the  fociety,  the  centre  of  union  wherein  they 
meet,  Heb.  xii.  22.  23.  24.  Te  are  come  unto  mount  Zicn, 
and  unto  tlje  city  of  the  living  Godj  the  heavenly  Jerufa* 
lemj  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels^  to  the  ge- 
neral affembly  and  church  of  the  Jirjl-bom^  which  are 
written  in  heaven^  and  to  God  the  judge  of  all^  and  to  the 
fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfedj  and  to  Jefus  the  media  • 
ior  of  the  new  covenant^  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling^ 
that  fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.  Here  the 
call  is.  All  things  are  ready;  come  unto  the  marriage^ 
Matth.  xxii.  4. 

Thus  they  are  like  Noah,  called  into  the  ark,  where 
they  will  be  fafe  when  the  deluge  of  wrath  fweeps  a- 
way  the  world  of  the  ungodly .  Like  Lot  they  are  called 
into  Zoar,  where  they  will  be  fafe  while  fire  and  brim-^ 
ftone  is  rained  on  thofe  that  ftay  behind.  They  are 
called  to  the  feaft  on  the  great  facrifice,  Chrift  cruci- 
fied, while  others  perilh  for  want ;  to  the  partaking 
of  the  benefits  of  Chrift's  redemption,  while  others 
have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  that  matter,  but  muft  fall 
a  facrifice  for  their  own  fins,  to  avenging  juftice.  The 
particulars  they  are  called  to,  will  lerve  them  to  teijl 
through  eternity. 

VoL.n.  Y 
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IV.  I  proceed  to  fliew  what  makes  the  call  efTe^uzl 
to  Ibme,  when  it  is  not-lo  to  otiiers.     Negatively, 

1.  It  is  neither  the  piety,  parts,  nor  ferioufnefs  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  to  carry  the  gofpel-call  to  fin- 
ners,  I  Cor.  iii.  7.  Indeed,  if  moral  fuafion  were 
fufficient  to  bring  fmners  back  to  God ;  men  that 
have  the  art  of  perfuading,  and  can  fpeak  movihgly 
and  ferioufly,  couM  not  fail  to  have  vaft  numbers  of 
converts.  But  that  work  is  not  fo  brought  about, 
I.uke  xvi,  uht  Hence  faid  Abraham  to  the  rich  man 
in  hell,  }f  they  hear  not  Msfes  and  the  prophets,  neither 
luUl  they  be  ferfuaded  though  one  rofe  from  the  dead. 
Never  did  thefe  conjunftiy  or  feverally  appear  in  any, 
as  in  Chrift,  who  /pake  as  never  man  fpakd  But  be- 
hold the  iflue,  John  xii^  37.  38.  But  though  he  bad 
done  fo  many  miracles  before  them,  yet  they  believed  natsn 
him  :  that  the  faying  of  Efaias  the  prophet  mi^ht  be  ful- 
filled, which  he  fpake.  Lord,  luho  hath  believed  oar  rf 
port  f  and  to  ivhom  bath  the  arm  of  the  Lcrd  been  reveal- 
ed? 

2.  Neither  is  it  one  that  iifes  his  own  free-will  bet- 
ter than  another  does,  Rom.  ix.  16.  It  is  not  of  him 
that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that 
JheiJL'eth  mercy.    For  every  man  will  be  unwilling  till  the 

power  from  another  quarter  make  him  willing,  John 
vi.  44.  It  it  were  fo,  one  man  fhould  make  himfelf 
to  diiier  from  another  in  that  grand  point.  But  heat 
■what  the  apoftle  Paul  fays,  1  Cor.  iv.  7.  Who  makttb 
thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  Men  are  dead  in  trefpaflu ' 
:ind  fins,  and  (ijch  cannot  dilFerence  themfelveS. 

3.  Pofitively.  We  may  f^y,  in  this  cafe,  Noth 
might,  nor  by  power,  hut  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  It  a 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  accompar.ying  the  call  of  the 
word,  th^t  makes  it  efieclual,  John  vi.  63.  HeD« 
days  of  the  plentiful  effLiiion  of  the  Spirit  arc  good 
days  for  the  take  of  fouh,  and  coiitrariwife  when 
the  Spirit  is  retrained,  PfdI.  ex.  3.  Ihercforc  Ifaiah 
lefolves  the  qiieiUon  thus,  Who  hath  believed  our  rt- 
port  f    and  to  whom  jj  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealedf 
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Tfcc  report  may  reach  the  ears,  but  it  is  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  that  muft  op^a  th^  heart,  as  it  did  that  of 
Lydia»  Mahomet  II,  the  Turkifli  emperor,  having 
defired  te  fee  Scanderbeg's  fcimitar,  faid,  that  he  faw 
nothing  10  it  more  than  ordinary  ;  the  other  returned 
bins  anfwer.  That  the  virtue  of  |he  weapon  depended 
on  the  ftrength  of  lii§  arqi. 

V.  It  may  be  aiked,  What  neceflity  is  there  for 
their  being  thus  called  ?  The  neceflity  of  it  is  mani- 
ieSi  to  all  that  l^now  their  natural  cafe. 

1.  They  ^re  iar  off,  IJph.  ii,  13.  far  from  God,  and 
Chriil,  an(i  all  good,  Epbf  ii.  \%.  Hence  the  call  is, 
Jiraw  nigh  to  God.  We  are  at  a  diftance  from  him 
lUturally  ;  not  a  diftance  of  place,  for  God  is  every 
Where,  A^ts  xvii.  ?7.  bu<:  of  oppofition,  as  far  from 
bim  as  war  from  peace,  black  from  white,  and  hell 
from  heavea*  Our  nature  is  contrary  tq  his,  and  our 
v^ill  to  his  will,  Rom.  viii.  7.  And  there  is  no  bring- 
ing us  tp  him  but  by  a  very  powerful  and  effectual 
Cmlf  whereby  the  finner  is  irrefiftibly  drawn,  John  vi. 
44*  No  man  can  come  to  me^  concept  the  Father  which  hath 
Jent  me^  draw  him. 

2.  They  are  hard  and  faft  afleep,  and  they  need  this 
call,  Eph,  Vj  14.  4wake  thou  that  fieepefty  and  anf^ 
from  the  dead^  and  Chrijl  Jhall  givf  thee  light.  The 
ihip  they  are  in  is  every  moment  in  hazard  oi  being 
fwallowed  up  of  the  waves,  for  the  ftorm  of  wrath  is. 
gone  out  againft  it ;  but  like  Jonah  they  are  down  in 
the  fides  of  the  fliip,  know  nothing  of  the  matter  to 
purpofe,  but  are  faft  afleep.  AH  th?ir  fpiritual  fenfes 
^re  locked  up,  they  cs^n  neither  fee  nor  hear.  Minifters 
cry,  cionfciencc  cries^  Awake  thou  fleeper,  but  to  no 

Eurpofe;  if  they  be  difturbed,  they  lay  down  their 
eads  agaip,  apd  take  yet  a  little  fleep,  a  little  flumber, 
though  they  Ihould  pever  awa}cen  till  they  be  in  tho 
bftttom.  of  the  deep.  And  thus  on  they  flcep,  till 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  call  them  effectually, 

a.  It  t^ey  \ycre  aw;ikened,  they  know  npt  wh^irp  (q 
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go  to.  Acts  ii.  37.  When  they  find  the  houfe  on  fire 
ubout  their  heads,  they  know  not  how  to  make  thdr 
cfcapc.  The  hw-Iight  that  awakens  them,  cannot  let 
them  fee  Ghrili,  He  is  preached  and  pointed  out  in  the  1 
word,  but  they  cannot  take  up  the  city  of  refuge,  | 
nor  the  way  that  leads  to  it,  i  Cor.  ii.  14.  until  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  call  tbem  by  his  power,  and  they 
hear  the  voice  behind  them,  faying,  Thu  is  the  ivayt 
walk  ye  in  it.  Chriii  is  a  vailed  Saviour  to  the  natural 
man,  till  his  eyes  be  opened. 

A.  If  they  did  know  where  to  go  to,  they  are  rot 
•willing  to  go  thither,  John  v.  ^o.  They  are  natural- 
ly unwilling  to  leave  their  lufts ;  all  the  milk  and  honey 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan  held  forth  in  the  gofpcl,  can* 
not  wean  their  hearts  from  the  flefh-pois  of  Egypt. 
To  leave  a  lull:  ia  like  the  cutting  off  oi  a  right  hand. 
And  in  this  refpect  they  need  a  powerful  call,  fuch  2 
word  from  the  Lord  himfelf  as  makes  the  mountains 
to  Alike,  the  rocks  to  rent,  and  the  graves  to  give 
up  their  dead,  and  the  whale  to  vomit  up  Jonah.  And 
particularly  they  are  naturally  unwilling  to  come  to 
<!;hiirt,  and  will  not  be  made  willing  till  3  day  of 
power,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  When  they  arc  convinced  of 
their  difeafe,  yet  they  cannot  think  to  employ  that 
Phyfician,  or  undergo  his  method  of  cure.  Hence  fb 
many  awakened  linners  employ  phyficians  of  no  va- 
lue J  they  will  go  to  the  law  that  wounded  them, 
they  will  watch,  pray,  mourn,  and  macerate  their 
own  bodies,  rather  than  believe.  For  there  is  a  pecu-  , 
liar  enmity  in  man's  nature  againft  the  golpel-way  of 
filvation.     So  there  is  a  neceffity  of  an  effectual  call. 

5.  If  they  were -willing  to  go  to  Chrift,  yet  being 
awakened,  they  dare  not  venture,  guilt  fo  ilares  them 
in  the  face,  Jer.  ii.  25.  Thou  faidfl.  There  is  m  hope., 
While  the  man  is  afleep,  it  is  nothing  to  him  to  be- 
lieve, to  come  to  Clirift;  like  people  tliat  walk  in  their 
fleep,  they  can  go  any  where  fearlefsly.  But  when 
he  is  awakened,  it  is  nctfo  eafy.  He  will  then  belike 
Adiin  hiding  Iiimfelf  on  hearing  the  voice  of  the  L^j^ 
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and  will  not  come  till  he  be  called  by  the  Lord  him- 
iaf.  Hence  fo  many  words  of  g?ace  heaped  on  one 
another  in  gofpel-invitations,  If.  Iv.  7.  8.  ?•  Let  the 
VJicked  forfake  his  ivay^  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord^  and  he  will 
have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God^  for  he  will  ahun^ 
dantly  pardon.  For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways^  faith  the  Lard.  For  as 
the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earthy  fo  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways^  and  my  thoughts  than  your 
thoughts.  For  the  Lord  knows,  that  however  the  fin- 
ner  unawakened  thinks  coming  to  Chrift  a  light  thing, 
yet  when  once  awakened,  doubts  and  fears  will  be  go- 
ing as  thick  as  duft  in  the  fweeping  of  a  dry  floor. 

6.  Laflly^  If  they  durft  come,  yet  they  cannot  come, 
tmlefsthey  be  drawn,  John  vi.  44.  forecited.  Sinners 
jiaturjiUy  are  not  only  aflecp,  but  dead  in  fins.  And 
lib  lefs  power  is  requifite  to  bring  them  than  to  raife 
the  dead,  and  therefore  this  call  is  a  voice  that  raifeth 
the  dead,  John  v.  25*  The  product  of  this  call  \%  a 
new  creation,  Eph.  ii.  lo,  compare  Kom.  iv.  17. 

VI.  Lajlly^  I  fliall  more  particularly  explain  the  na- 
ture of  effectual  calling.  Ye  fee  it  is  the  work  of  the 
Lord's  Spirit ;  and  there  is  a  twofold  work  of  the  Spi- 
rit on  the  eledt  foul  in  effectual  calling  ;  one  on  the  un-r 
derftanding,  and  the  other  on  the  will. 

FIRST,  On  the  underftanding.  This  is  the  lead- 
ing faculty  of  the  foul,  which  by  fin  is  overfpread 
with  darknefs,  Eph.  v.  8,  Satan  finifhes.his  work 
here,  who,  when  he  has  got  the  foul  afleep,  fhuta 
door  and  window,  draws  the  curtains,  that  the  light 
may  not  enter,  that  fo  the  foul  may  fleep  the  fleep  of 
death  ;  does  as  che  Philifiines  did  with  Samfon,  puis 
out  the  Cnner's  eyes,  when  his  fl:rength  is  gone.  And 
God  begins  his  work  here  :  as  in  the  firfl;  creation,  li> 
in  the  fecond  creation.  The  earth  was  without  forni^  and 
void  J  and  darknefs  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep  :  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.    And 
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Qodfand,  Let  there  be  light :  and  there  was  light,   OcQ. 
i.  2.  3.     Now,  the  work  of  the  Spirit  herein  is  twofold. 

First,  An  illumination  of  the  foul  from  mount  Si- 
nai. And  that  is  convicUon  of  fin  and  niifery,  Joha 
xvi.  8.  or  the  law-work.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
fpeaks  to  the  foul  as  it  were  out  of  the  midft  of  the 
fire  J  but  there  is  blackncls,  darkneft,  and  tempeft 
mixed  with  this  lig'ht.  And  here  coofider  the  matter, 
the  effecls,  the  means,  and  the  depth  of  this  convic- 
tion. 

Firji,  The  matter  of  this  conviction,  which  is  two- 
fold. 

1.  Sin,  John  xvi.  8.  He  •will  reprove  the  -world  of  fin. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  convinces  the  man  that  he  is  i 
ilnncr,  and  fcts  his  particular  fins  in  order  befor£  him, 
Pfal.  1.  2  I,  Then  fins  that  were  out  of  mind  as  dead 
and  buried,  have  a  fearful  refurreclion,  Rom.  vii.  9. 
The  Spirit  of  bondage  leads  his  prifoner  in  chains, 
through  the  feveral  parts  and  fteps  of  his  life,  to  hii 
very  birth ;  and  (hews  him  convincingly  his  fins  ia 
them  :  lets  him  fee  fuch  ill  in  fin  as  he  never  faw  be- 
fore, iu)w  hainoufly  God  takes  it,  and  that  with  the 
feveral  aggravations  thereof. 

2.  Milery,  John  xvi.  8,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  con* 
vinces  him,  that  he  is  loft  and  undone,  Luke  xv.  17. 
.Being  convicted  and  found  guUty,  fcntence  paffes  oq 
him  within  his  own  breafi,  whereby  he  fees  himfplf 
doomed  to  eternal  death.  lie  is  convinced,  as  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  fliould  tell  him,  that  he  is  iindet 
God's  wrath  and  curfe,  and  that  therefore  if  he  die  in 
that  cafe,  he  will  perifli  for  ever.  He  fees  God  to  bo 
his  enemy ;  his  word  to  fpeak  no  good  of  him,  4n4 
alt  God's  creatures  his  enemies  in  fome  lort  ready 
armed  againfl  him. 

Secondly,  The  effecis  of  it  are  thefc  three  efpccial* 

ly, 

I.  Remorfe,  Acls  ii.  37.  They -were  fxicked  in  their 
hearts.  The  man's  confcience  now  galls  him,  and  he 
ib  flung  to  the  heart  by  t|ie  ferpent  which  he  htigge^ 
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(o  fcJiidly*  Waves  of  IdHiirg  grief  and  fotrow  go  o* 
vtx  his  foiil,  for  his  bypaft  folly  and  madnefs.  He 
fees  fa€  has  been  murdering  his  own  foul,  and  he  groans 
out  an  elegy  over  his  dead  felf. 

2.  Terror,  Acts  xvi.  27.  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  Phi- 
Uppian  jailor.  He  fees  now  how  he  has  to  do  with  a 
holy  jull  God,  and  how  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  fall  in*- 
to  his  hands^  Horror  takes  hold  on  him,  becaufe  o£ 
the  judgements,  which  he  valued  no  more  than  the 
fiiadow  of  the  mountains  before.  Then  the  (louteft 
finner  will  quake  at  the  ihaking  of  a  leaf,  within  his 
bofbm,  at  a  thought  of  deatl^  and  eternity.  A  word 
from  the  Lord  wilt  pierce  like  a  fword. 

3.  Anxiety,  Arts  ii.  27.  The  foul  is  then  ftretched 
on  the  rack,  and  would  fain  know  if  there  be  any 
hope.  Sometimes  it  hopes,  fomecimes  fears,  but  al« 
iwrays  would  fain  be  delivered.  This  anxiety  will  fill 
head  and  heart  and  hand,  and  fwallow  up  all  other 
cares;  for  then  the  foul  fees  the  truth  of  that  faying. 
What  is  a  man  profited^  if  he  J}?all  gain  the  whole  worlds 
and  lofe  his  own  foulf  or  what  Jhall  a  man  give  in  ex" 
change  for  his  foul?  Matth.  xvi.  26. 

Thirdly^  The  means  by  which  this  conviiflion  is 
wrought.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  makes  ufe  of  the 
word  for  that  eflPcft,  and  particularly  of  the  law.  The 
elect  foul  is  brought  prifoner  to  mount  Sinaf^  and  there 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  reads  a  dreadful  lecturs  of  che 
fiery  law  unto  it.     And  here, 

1.  By  the  commands  the  Spirit  convinces  of  fin, 
Rom.  vii.  7.  The  law  is  held  out  in  its  fpirituality, 
and  it  proves  to  be  the  candle  of  the  Lord,  fearching 
the  innermoft  parts  of  the  belly ;  a  looking  glals 
wherein  one  gets  fuch  a  fight  of  himfelf  as  he  never 
had  before. 

2.  By  the  threatenings  and  curfe  of  the  law  the 
Spirit  convinces  of  miiiery.  There  they  read  their 
doom,  Gal.  iii.  10.  Curfed  is  every  one  that  coniinueth 
not.  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
to  do  them,     i  hen  every  command  appears  icnced  with 
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a  curfe,  and  fo  each  of  them  writes  death  to  the  finner. 
And  thus  the  law  exacting  perfcft  conformity  to  it, 
and  binding  wrath  and  ftn  together,  binds  over  the  fin- 
ner  to  death. 

Fourthly^  The  depth  of  this  conviiflion.  This  con* 
viclion  or  law-wnrk  is  not  ahke  in  all  j  but  it  is  deep 
enough,  and  but  enough,  when, 

1.  The  finner  is  not  only  convinced  of  the  fins  of 
his  life,  lips,  and  heart,  but  alfo  of  thi;  (in  of  his  na- 
ture, Rom.  vii.  14.  He  muft  be  convinced  of  the 
corrupt  difpolition  of  his  foul,  whereby  he  is  fitted  for 
all  evil,  and  unfit  for  any  good ;  for  if  he  fee  not 
where  his  fore  lies,  how  can  he  apply  the  remedy  to  it^ 
Therefore  the  Lord  bids  the  people  of  Judah  to  brisk 
up  their  fallo-jj -ground,  and  foiv  not  among  thorns,  )ert 
jv.  3,  to  carry  down  the  plough  to  the  root  of  their 
corruptions,  which  is  the  fin  of  our  nature.  It  w» 
the  ruin  of  the  flony  ground,  that  there  was  no 
depth  of  the  earth.  And  it  is  the  ruin  of  many  who 
are  convinced,  that  they  never  get  a  true  fight  of  their' 
own  linful  nature:  and  thus  their  cafe  turns  to  belike 
that  of  a  boil,  not  fcfficiently  lanced,  it  is  fcurfed  0- 
ver  a  while,  but  never  healed. 

2.  When  the  finner  is  convinced  of  his  abfolutc 
need  of  Clirift,  and  of  all  his  falvation,  Jolin  xvi.  8. 
It  is  for  this  end  that  the  Spirit  works  this  work  ou 
the  elect.  Sinners  will  not  come  to  Chrili  as  lopg  as 
they  can  find  any  other  way  ;  and  therefore  the  Spi" 
rit  hunts  the  elect  out  of  all  their  ftarting  holes,  that 
finding  no  reft  for  the  foles  of  their  feet,  they  may 
get  into  the  ark. 

Therefore  they  muft  be  convinced,  that  they  cannot 
want  him  ;  that  they  are  utterly  undone,  if  they  get 
not  an  intereft  in  him.  And  they  muf!i  fee  their  nee4 
of  his  fancHfying  Spirit,  as  well  as  his  jultifying  blood ; 
that  they  muft  be  favcd  by  him  from  fin,  as  well  aa 
from  wrath.  They  muft  ice  their  utter  inability  to 
take  away  their  guilt  by  all  their  mouniing,  leforma- 
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dofl,  &€•  and  that  they  can  as  little  mortify  a  luft  as 
hJkt  avs^ay  fi;uilt. 

inf.  i.  How  hopelefs  is  the  cafe  of  many  that  have 
never  yet  been  awakened  by  the  Spirit  of  convidlion ! 
The  forerunners  of  the  effedual  call  are  not  yet  come 
unto  yon. 

2.  what  a  madnefs  is  it  to  work  againfl  and  (lave 
off  convidlions,  of  to  murder  them  when  they  have 
once  entered !  Thefe  iinners  againft  their  own  fouls, 
wreftle  againll  their  own  falvation. 

Secoi^dly,  The  work  of  the  Spirit  in  effe^lual  caH- 
ine,  is  an  illumination  of  the  foul  from  mount  Zion. 
It  IS  the  enlightening  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrifi,  AAs 
zxvi.  18.  It  is  the  finding  of  the  pearl  fpoken  of, 
Matth.  xiii.  45.  46.  It  is  the  difcovery  of  the  Phyfi- 
dan  to  the  foul  anxious  for  fpiritual  life  and  health. 
And  this  is  a  refrefhing  illumination,  like  the  appear- 
rance  of  the  rifing  fun  after  a  long  black  and  dark 
night,  Hof.  vi.  3.  And  here  let  us  confider  the  mat- 
ter, the  efied,  the  means,  and  the  meafure  of  this  il- 
lumination* 

Firftj  The  matter  of  this  illumination  is  twofold. 

1.  Chrifl's  ability  to  fave.  The  man  is  made  to 
iee  that  Chrift  is  able  to  fave  him,  and  that  however 
defperate  his  condition  be,  he  can  cure  him,  Heb.  vii. 
25.  He  is  able  alfo  to  fave  them  unto  the  uttermoji  that 
tome  unto  God  through  him.  The  eyes  that  were  held 
before  that  they  could  not  perceive  him,  difcover  now 
his  glorious  fuitablenefs  to  their  cafe.  They  fee  him 
in  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  natures,  and  his  of- 
fices; a  fulnefs  in  him,  of  merit  for  their  juftification, 
ind  of  Spirit  for  their  fandification. 

2.  His  willingnefs  to  fave.  The  man  is  made  to  fee 
that  Chrift  is  willing  to  fave  him,  John  vi.  37.  Him 
'bat  Cometh  to  me^  fays  the  Lord  Jefus,  /  will  in  nowife 
\afl  but.  He  fees  that  there  is  hope  in  Ifrael  concern- 
ng  his  falvation  in  particular  ;  that  however  his  fins 
)e  many  and  great,  yet  he  is  not  excluded  from  the 
lenefit  of  the  indemnity  proclaimed  and  offered  in 
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the  gofpel*  He  difcovers  the  Saviour  ftretching 
his  arms  to  embrace  him,  and  calliDg  him  to  par 
of  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe. 

Secondly^  The  effecl  of  this  illumination  is  hoj 
As  the  wife  merchant  hoping  to  be  owner  of 
pearl,  fets  himfelf  to  it,  Matth.  xiii.  46.  The 
then  begins  to  lift  up  its  head,  and  fays.  Who  k'mwAbi^ 
he  will  return^  and  repent,  and  leave  a  blejjing  hemi^ 
him  ?  Joel  ii.  14.  and  with  Jonah  in  the  whalers  bellVi^ 
Tet  I  will  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple,  Jonah  Im 
4.  And  this  is  a  blefled  anchor  of  the  foul  that  ifi| 
yet  in  the  depths,  and  has  not  got  alhore,  and  kcej^- 
it  from  defpondency.  j 

Thirdly,  The  means  by  which  it  is  wrought.  Thatf 
is  the  glorious  gofpel  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  A£b| 
-xxvi.  17.  18.  For  Chrift  is  the  great  fubje^  of  ^q 
£ph.  iii.  8.  The  law  difcovers  the  difeafe,  and  tte.i 
gofpel  the  phyfician.  The  one  is  efFeded  by  the  thundck"^ 
of  a  broken  law,  and  the  other  by  the  ftill  fmall  voicfe 
of  the  gofpel.  And  herewith  begins  the  healing  gI 
the  wounded  foul. 

l^ourthly.  The  meafure  of  it.  The  clearer  this  light 
be,  it  is  \o  much  the  better.  The  more  fully  otic  be 
perfuaded  of  Chrift*s  ability  and  willingnefs  to  favft 
the  more  quick  and  thorough  will  his  deliverand 
from  all  his  fears  be.  But  it  is  more  or  lefs,  and  nOk 
of  one  degree,  in  all.  But  ib  much  of  it  is  neceflart 
as  may  make  the  foul  venture  itfelf  on  Chrift,  Mail! 
ix.  24.  And  even  this  is  very  acceptable  in  the  figft 
of  the  Lord  as  the  fruit  of  his  own  Spirit,  Cant.  vi.  lOi 

SECONDLY,  The  fecond  work  of  the  Spirit  in* 
feftual  Calling  is  on  the  will  of  the  (inner.  This  ft 
culty  of  the  foul  needs  alfo  a  faring  work  of  the  Sm 
rit  thereon,  being  fearfully  depraved  in  the  ftateq 
nature,  Rom.  viii.  7.  EfFcdual  calling  is  the  JLoTcPIJ 
opening  of  the  heart,  as  Lydia's  ;  as  the  call  of  theg#o 
fpelistoopen  to  him,  Rev.  iii.  20.  There  is  a  twofoW  :] 
door  opened  in  effeftual  calling,  (i.)  The  outer  door oc 
ihe  underftanding.  1  hat  is  opened  by  the  twofold  illo-" 
.  ZDwation  /poken  of  before.  Aud  tU^t  door  may  at  Ifatft 
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M'ned,  as  blown  up  by  a  lawftorm  of  con- 
and  yet  the  foul  be  not  efFeclually  called. 
J  inner  door  of  the  will ;    and  when  that  is  o- 
the  work  is  done,  Chrift  and  the  finner  meet. 
iiC  great  work.     Now,  the  Spirit's  work  on  the 

'.f<  iSj 

llie  renewing  of  it,  Ezek.  xxxvi,  26.  The  Spirit 
'"  the  Lord  takes  away  the  old  obilinate  will  of  the 

glCTy  which  was  as  an  iron  fincw  in  his  neck,  that 
aid  never  bow  to  him  ;  and  gives  him  a  new  will, 
Sewing  him  in  the  Spirit  of  his  mind.  Sin  gave  all 
faculties  of  the  foul  a  wrong  fet,  particularly  the 
3l»  which  was  originally  bent  in  conformity  to  the 
ill  of  God ;  but  in  the  Hate  ot:  nature  is  bent  the 
lite  contrary  way,  Rom.  viii.  7.  Th«  Spirit  of  the 
3rd  in  effectual  calling  brings  it  back  in  fome  m^a« 
JC  to  its  primitive  conllitution. 

This  renovation  does  not  change  the  foul  in  its  fiib- 
Wce,  but  in  the  qualities  thereof.  It  is  the  cndow- 
ijj  of  the  will  with  new  qualities,  removing  and 
*eaking  the  power  of  the  old  ones,  Eph,  iv.  23.  2-^, 
anting  in  it  new  difpofitions  and  inclinaiions.  Theie 
"C  chiefly  two. 

I.  Flcxiblenefs  or  pliablenefs  to  good,  Ezek.  xxxv:^ 
&  /  will  take  away  the  Jlony  heart  out  of  your 
S^,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flejb,  Ihe  ftony 
cart  is  inflexible  ;  it  will  break,  but  not  bow.  But 
Eice  makes  it  a  heart  of  ileil),  that  vnll  bow  accord- 
Jg  to  the  will  of  God.  It  powerfully  melts  it 
Own,  like  wax  before  the  fire;  and  makes  it  ca- 
iblc  of  impreffions  oF  holiuefs,  Afts  ix.  6.  Lord^ 
'hat. wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  content  to  be  made  holy, 
\  be  made  clean,  to  come  into  the  Phyfician's  hand  ; 
Uling  to  part  with  ftn.  The  natural  contumacy,  wil- 
(iQefs,  and  refraclorinefs  is  carried  o3';  the  bullock 
^cuflomed  to  the  yolyc  is  tamed ^  and  is  tauglit  to 
Mid  and  receive  it. 

9,  A  pronenefs  and  bent  of  the  will  to  gotid,  Jer^ 
(^^  ig.   The  natural  avcrliou  is  conaueredk  an4  t^i;, 
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the  gofpel*  He  difcovers  the  Saviour  ftretching  ool 
his  arms  to  embrace  him,  and  calling  him  to  partakt 
of  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe. 

Secondly^  The  effecl  of  this  illumination  is  hopci 
As  the  wife  merchant  hoping  to  be  owner  of  the 
pearl,  fets  himfelf  to  it,  Matth.  xiii.  46.  The  fod 
then  begins  to  lift  up  its  head,  and  fays.  Who  khowetbif 
he  will  return^  and  repent^  and  leave  a  blejjing  tebind 
him  ?  Joel  ii.  14.  and  with  Jonah  in  the  whale's  bcDy, 
Tet  I  will  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple^  Jonah  & 
4.  And  this  is  a  bleflcd  anchor  of  the  foul  that  is 
yet  in  the  depths,  and  has  not  got  afhore,  and  keepi 
it  from  defpondency. 

Thirdly^  The  means  by  which  it  is  wrought.  That 
is  the  glorious  gofpel  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  AAs 
yxvi.  17.  18.  For  Chrift  is  the  great  fubject  of  it, 
£ph.  iii,  8.  The  law  difcovers  the  difeafe,  and  the 
gofpel  the  phyfician.  The  one  is  efFeded  by  the  thunder 
of  a  broken  law,  and  the  other  by  the  ftill  fmall  voice 
of  the  gofpel.  And  herewith  begins  the  healing  d 
the  wounded  foul. 

Fourthly^  The  meafure  of  it.  The  clearer  this  light 
be,  it  is  lo  much  the  better.  The  more  fully  otic  be 
perfuaded  of  Chrift's  ability  and  willingnefs  to  favc, 
the  more  quick  and  thorough  will  his  deliverance 
from  all  his  fears  be.  But  it  is  more  or  lefs,  and  not 
of  one  degree,  in  all.  But  fo  much  of  it  is  neceffary 
as  may  make  the  foul  venture  it(clf  on  Chrift,  Mark 
ix.  24.  And  even  this  is  very  acceptable  in  the  fight 
of  the  Lord  as  the  fruit  of  his  own  Spirit,  Cant.  vi.  10. 

SECONDLY,  The  fecond  work  of  the  Spirit  incf- 1 
feftual  calling  is  on  the  will  of  the  finner.  This  ft- 
culty  of  the  foul  needs  alfo  a  faving  work  of  the  Spi- 
rit thereon,  being  fearfully  depraved  in  the  flateaf^ 
nature,  Rom.  viii.  7.  Effectual  calling  is  the  Lord's 
opening  of  the  heart,  as  Lydia's  ;  as  the  call  of  tbego^ 
fpelistoopen  to  him,  Rev.  iii.  20.  There  is  a  twofold 
door  opened  in  effectual  calling,  (i.)  The  outer  door (rf 
(he  underflanding.  1  hat  is  opened  by  the  twofold  illfl- 
xni/Jation  fpokcn  of  before.  And  that  door  may  at  Ittift 
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be  half-opened,  as  blown  up  by  a  law-ftorm  of  con- 
viAion,  and  yet  the  foul  be  not  efFeclually  called. 
(2.)  The  inner  door  of  the  will ;  and  when  that  is  o- 
pened,  the  work  is  done,  Chrift  and  the  finner  meet. 
It  13  the  great  work.  Now,  the  Spirit's  work  on  the 
vUl  is, 

The  renewing  of  it,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,  The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  takes  away  the  old  obilinate  will  of  the 
fiooer,  which  was  as  an  iron  iincw  in  his  neck,  that 
would  never  bow  to  him  ;  and  gives  him  a  new  will, 
renewing  him  in  the  Spirit  of  his  mind.  Sin  gave  all 
the  faculties  of  the  foul  a  wrong  fet,  particularly  the 
will,  which  was  originally  bent  in  conformity  to  the 
will  of  God  J  but  in  the  Hate  of  nature  is  bent  the 
quite  contrary  way,  Rom.  viii.  7.  Thf*  Spirit  of  the 
)Lord  in  efieclual  calling  brings  it  back  in  fome  m^a« 
fure  to  its  primitive  conilitution. 

This  renovation  does  not  change  the  foul  in  its  fub- 
fiance,  but  in  the  qualities  thereof.  It  is  the  endow- 
ing of  the  will  with  new  qualities,  removing  and 
breaking  the  power  of  the  old  ones,  Eph,  iv.  23.  2-^, 
planting  in  it  new  difpofitions  and  inclinaiions.  Theie 
are  chiefly  two. 

I.  Flcxiblenefs  or  pliablenefs  to  good,  Ezek.  xxxvt. 
%6.  I  will  take  away  the  Jlony  heart  out  of  your 
flejb^  and  I  'U)Ul  give  you  an  heart  of  flejb,  Ihe  ftony 
heart  is  inflexible  ;  it  will  break,  but  not  bow.  But 
grace  makes  it  a  heart  of  flefli,  that  will  bow  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  God.  It  powerfully  melts  it 
down,  like  wax  before  the  fire;  and  makes  it  ca- 
pable of  impreffions  oF  holiuefs.  Ads  ix.  6.  Lord^ 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  content  to  be  made  holy, 
to  be  made  clean,  to  come  into  the  Phyfician's  hand ; 
willing  to  part  with  fin.  The  natural  contumacy,  wil- 
fulnefs,  and  refraclorinefs  is  carried  oif ;  tlie  bullock 
ynaccuftomed  to  the  yolyc  is  tamcd^  and  is  taug!it  to 
iland  and  receive  it. 

%.  A  pronenefs  and  bent  of  the  will  to  good,  Jer^ 
XX2^^  18.   The  natural  avcrlion  is  conquered*  an4  t^^ 
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will  that  bended  to  the  wrong  ^de,  hj  a  powecftil 
touch  of  the  l^ahd  of  the  fanAitying  Spirit  gets  a  fet 
the  contrary  way,  and  is  bowed  or  inclinecl  to  the  wijl 
of  God,  This  David  prays  for,  fqr  hiinfelf,  Pfal^ 
cxix.  36.  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  teftimonies  ;  and  the 
apoftle  for  thp  Theflalonians,  2  ep.  iii.  5.  T^he  Imd 
direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God.  The  Holy  Ghoft 
working  like  Qre,  makes  the  iron  heart  firft  bowable^ 
and  then  gives  it  the  bow,  Pfal.  ex.  j.  Thy  pe^flejjfatt 
be  wilUng  in  the  day  of  thy  power. 

If  any  a£k  how  this  is  done  ?  let  them  t^Jce  their  anr 
fwer  from  Eccl.  xi.  5,  Thouknowefi  not  the  works  of  God 
who  maketh  all.  John  iii.  8.  *Xhe  wind  blowefk  W^r* 
it  lijleth^  and  thou  hearejl  the  found  thereof  but  canfi 
hot  tell  whence  it  cometh^  nor  whither  it  goeth^  The 
works  of  God  in  nature  are  often  beyond  our  reach  to 
account  for  the  way  of  them,  and  no  wonder  I|ii 
work  of  grace  is  fo.  The  efFeft  is  felt,  the  change  is 
vifible ;  but  how  the  Spirit  worketh  it,  who  can  dif- 
tinclly  trace  that  ?  This  we  are  fure  of,  it  is  done  in  a 
way  agreeable  to  the  rational  nature ;  there  is  no  force 
or  compulfion  in  the  cafe  ;  but  he  that  made  the  heart, 
makes  it  willing,  apd  fweetly  yet  powerfully  con- 
quers it,  Pfal.  ex.  3. 

Thus  ye  have  heard  that  the  work  of  the  Spirit  is 
twofold  on  the  elect  foul  in  efleftual  calling.  It  re- 
mains, that, 

Lajlly^  I  fhew  you  the  blefled  effeft  and  happy  iffue 
of  this  twofold  work  of  the  Spirit  on  the  ele<a  foult 
It  is,  that  the  finner  is  perfuaded  and  enabled  to  era- 
brace  Jefus  Chrift  freely  offered  in  the  gofpeU  An4 
thus  the  call  is  effectual.     Here  we  may  conlider, 

I.  The  cfFeclual  clofing  with  the  call.  That  is  the 
finner^s  embracing  of  Chrift  by  faith,  John  1.  12.  The 
call  of  the  gofpel  comes  to  poor  iinners,  faying,  as  Jer. 
lii.  22.  Return^  ye  hackfliding  children^  and  1  ivillbeql 
your  hackjlidings';  and  when  it  is  effectual,  the  foul  c- 
choes  back  to  the  call,  Behold^  we  come  unto  thee,  far 
thou  art  the  Lord  our  God^    The  heart  is  won  to  Clirili^ 
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the  finner  is  conquered,  fays  Amen  to  the  covenant, 
and  gives  its  confent  to  Chrift,  to  take  biol  in  the  of* 
fcT  of  the  gpfpel*  It  comes  out  of  itfelf,  renounces 
its  own  wiulom,  and  takes  Chrift  for  a  Prophet,  a 
Friefty  and  a  Kin^,  for  all,  and  infiead  of  alU  This 
is  the  great  defign  of  the  call ;  and  whatever  length 
one  come,  he  never  anfwers  the  call,  till  he  come  this 
length.  Though  piBople  may  come  the  length  of  mourn- 
ing for  fin,  and  refornjation  of  life  in  duties,  if  they 
do  not  embrace  Chrift  in  the  gofpeL  offer,  they  ftick  iii 
the  place  of  breaking  forth, 

2.  Ihe  warrant  the  finner  has  to  embrace  Chrift^ 
That  is  the  gofpel-offer,  Prov,  viii.  4.  Unto  you,  O  men^ 
J  call ;  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  man.  It  would  be 
prefumption  indeed  for  guilty  creatures  to  embrace 
Chrift,  if  he  were  not  offered  unto  them.  That  is  a 
match  which  is  fo  high  above  uj?,  that  we  could  have 
no  hopes  of  it,  unlels  it  were  offered  to  us.  But  we 
are  bidden  to  this  marriage,  Matth.  xxii.  a.  We  are 
commanded  to  believe  on  him,  John  iii.  23.  and  that 
on  our  higheft  peril,  Mark  xvi.  16.  He  that  believeth 
notj  jhall  be  damned.  And  do  what  we  will  we  cannot 
pleafe  God,  if  we  do  not  that,  Heb,  xi.  6.  For  without 
faith  it  is  impojjible  to  pleafe  him :  for  that  is  what  the 
Lord  mainly  requires  of  us,  John  vi.  29.  This  is  the 
TVOrJt  of  God^  that  ye  believe  m  him,  whom  he  hath  fent. 

3.  How  the  eleft  foul  is  effectually  determined  to  if. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  perfuades  him  to  it,  John  vi, 
45.  Every  man  that  hath  heard,  and  hath  learned  of  the 
Father^  cqmeth  unto  me.  The  foul  ha§  a  bofom-coun- 
feilor,  that  leaves  it  not  till  it  be  won  over  to  give  con- 
fent to  the  happy  match.  The  finner  may  ftand  long 
in  fufpenfe,  doubting  whether  to  embrace  the  call  or 
not,  and  Satan  with  the  corrupt  heart  will  mufter  up 
all  the  objections  they  can  againft  it.  But  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  clears  all  their  objeftions  to  the  foul,  fq 
far  as  they  cannot  get  them  fuftained,  and  preflcs  and 
lirges  the  finner  unanfwerably  to  comply. 

^nd  this  the  Spirit  does  by  the  twofold  illumination 


i  8  2  Of  cffeaual  Calling. 

fpoken  of  before.  Upon  the  one  hand,  the  (Inner  if 
preiTed  with  bis  loft  and  undone  ftate.  He  fees  that 
lie  is  undone  for  ever^  if  he  does  not  comply.  On  the 
other,  he  is  preffed  with  the  fight  of  Chrift's  ability 
and  willingnefs  to  fave,  and  the  profpecl  of  perfea 
liappinefs,  upon  his  compliance.  So  that  he  fees  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  for  anfwering  the  call. 

This  fliews  that  the  Spirit  a£ls  in  the  converfion  of 
a  foul  in  a  way  fuitable  to  the  rational  nature.  What 
ftronger  arguments  are  poiSble  than  what  are  here 
made  ufe  of?  and  how  can  they  fail  to  determine^ 
•when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  by  his  gracious  work  fets 
them  home  on  the  foul  ?  Can  there  be  any  thing  wore, 
powerful  to  determine  the  flayer  to  run,  than  to  fee 
the  avenger  of  blood  hard  behind  him,  and  the  city  of 
refuge  hard  before  him  ?  And  fo  it  is  in  this  cafe. 

JLtf/?/jr,  How  the  finner  is  helped  to  comply  with  the 
call.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  enables  him,  Ephr  i.  i^i 
20.  This  is  abfolutely  neccflary,  John  vi.  ^4.  Notmn 
can  come  to  ;;/(?,  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me^ 
draw  him.  In  vain  will  we  call  the  lame  man  to  run 
for  his  life,  for  alas!  he  cannot  do  it ;  or  the  dead  to 
jirife,  for  they  cannot  move.  But  the  Lord  with  the 
call  fends  forth  a  power  enabling  them  to  anfwer  it,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Lazarus  ;  Phi!,  ii.  1  3.  For  it  is  God  which 
worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafurts 
The  foul  gets  life  from  the  Spirit  of  life,  feet  to  run 
to  Chrift,  and  liands  to  receive  him,  even  the  faith  that 
is  of  the  operation  of  God.  And  fo  the  work  ib  com- 
pleted. 

J  his  is  done  by  the  renewing  of  the  will  in  a  fpecial 
inanner.  The  foul  being  made  pliable  aclually  com- 
plies, and  having  got  the  new  difpofition  acts  accoi^ 
fiingly,  embracing  and  uniting  with  Jefus  Chrift, 

I  proceed  now  to  the  application  of  this  fubjecl. 
Us  K  L  of  information.     Tliis  lets  us  fee, 
1.  The  happinefs  of  thole  that  are  efledually  called; 
they  arc  partakers  of  Chrift's  falvatipn^    Hp.-^nd  )m 
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redemption  are  theirs.    Their  particular  privileges  will 
afterwards  occur.     In  the  general, 

(1.)  Whatever  they  meet  with  in  the  world,  it  fhall 
turn  to  their  good,  Rom.  viii,  28.  Their  croffes  fhall 
not  becurfes,  but  their  curfes  be  turned  into  bledings. 
The  teeth-winds  they  meet  vidth  fhall  blow  them  to- 
\i^ards  their  harbour,  and  every  ftone  caft  at  them  fhall 
be  turned  into  a  precious  flone.  They  fhall  be  gainers 
by  all,  and  lofers  by  nothing  at  length.  For  that  eter- 
nal  purpofe  by  which  they  are  called,  has  ordered  all 
things  for  their  good. 
'  (2.)  They  fhall  farely  be  fafe  for  ever :  For  the  gifts 
and  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance^  Rom.  xi.  29. 
They  are  brought  out  from  among  the  periQiing  mul- 
titude, and  they  fhall  never  fall  back  again.  Of  the 
fociety  they  are  called  into,  none  can  be  loft.  God 
will  perfeft  the  work  which  he  has  begun  ;  and  they 
that  are  brought  up  on  this  firft  ftep  of  the  ladder  to 
glory,  fhall  go  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  they  come 
unto  the  hill  of  God. 

2.  The  mifery  of  thofe  who  are  not  efFeclually  called. 
They  are  not  partakers  of  Chrill's  redemption.  We  all 
have  the  external  call  of  the  gofpel :  but  alas !  how  few 
of  the  called  do  come  in  upon  the  call  ?  O  Sirs,  fee  how 
ye  entertain  the  gofpel- call :  your  all  depends  on  it  for 
falvation  or  damnation.  While  ye  do  not  comply 
with  it,  ye  are  in  a  loft  ftate,  a  ftate  of  fin  and  wrath ; 
yea,  if  ye  do  not  comply  with  it,  it  v^ill  be  worfe  for 
you  than  if  ye  had  never  heard  the  gofpel- call,  Prov. 
i.  24.  I  fhall  here,  for  the  conviction  of  finners,  lay 
down  fome  evidences  of  the  call  of  the  gofpel's  not 
being  effectual  to  them. 

(f .)  They  that  never  felt  a  divine  power  coming  a- 
longft  with  the  word  into  their  hearts,  are  hot  effec- 
tually called,  If.  liii.  i.  Pfal.  ex.  3.  Think  on  this, 
ye  that  have  ftill  fit  unmoved  under  the  dropping  of 
the  gofpel,  into  whole  ears  the  word  comes,  but  it  ne- 
ver links  into  your  hearts,  1  may  i'ay.     Ye  have  never 
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heard  the  Lord's  voice,  and  therefore  are^/liU  in  your 
iiQ. 

(2 )  They  that  never  had  any  abiding  iaipreffi(rii 
made  by  the  v7ord  on  their  fpirits.  Many  are  like  tbc 
ftony  ground  on  whom  the  word  makes  (bme  impref- 
fion,  while  they  hear  it  or  read  it,  but  prefenUy  it 
goes  away,  Matth.  xiii.  6.  They  are  like  the  fieve  in 
the  water,  full,  but  immediately  lofe  all  again,  fie 
fure,  if  ever  the  Spirit  of  God  deal  effe<H:ually  with 
you,  he  will  make  an  impreffion  on  you  that  will  ftidc 
Ye  will  carry  it  home  with  you,  and  it  will  hang  a« 
bout  you,  till  it  make  you  change  your  way  aod 
courfe,  and  make  you  new  creatures. 

(3.)  They  that  are  ftill  with  the  world  lying  in  wick- 
edne^ ;  the  old  men  and  women  they  were  before^ 
no  change,  no  reformation  with  them,  by  all  the  calls 
of  the  gofpel  founding  in  their  ears,  i  John  v.  i  p.  If 
ever  ye  comply  with  the  call,  ye  will  come  away,  and 
leave  that  way  and  that  fociety.  Such  are  all  profane 
perfons,  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  truths  of  God,  pray- 
erlefs  perfons,  and  generally  all  that  are  not  truly  god- 
ly. (3  how  eafily  may  moft  be  known  to  be  of  the 
world  I  Are  there  not  many  whofe  fpeech  bewrays 
them  ?  They  fpeak  the  language  of  the  world,  they 
know  not  that  of  Canaan.  They  keep  the  way  of  the 
world ;  they  are  conformed  to  it,  in  linful  fcandalous 
praftices.  1  hey  drive  worldly  defigns  as  the  main  dc- 
lign  they  have  in  hand.  The  conflant  language  of  their 
prafticc  is.  Who  will  fiew  us  any  good ^  any  worldly  or 
temporal  good  ?  They  go  with  eafe  the  way  of  the 
multitude. 

(4.)  They  that  have  never  been  under  conviftions 
of  their  finful  and  loft  ftate.  This  is  the  firft  work  of 
the  Spirit  in  effeftual  calling.  What  think  ye  of  your- 
felves  then,  who  have  lived  at  eafe  all  your  days,  whofe 
reft  has  never  been  difturbed  with  the  thoughts  of 
what  fliall  come  of  your  immortal  fouls  at  death? 
Luke  xi.  21.  Have  ye  never  feen  yourfelves  loft  and 
undone  under  the  wrath  of  God  ?    If  fo,  it  is  an  evi- 
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dence,  that  it  lies  upon  you  ftill.  If  yef  have  never 
ieen  yourfelves  children  of  the  devil,  it  is  a  fure  to- 
ken that  ye  are  not  yet  the  children  of  God. 

(5.)  Thofe  whofe  conviftions  have  never  gone  deep 
enougby  Matth.  xiii.  6.-  Many  have  got  the  Aug- 
gard's  awakening,  who  have  been  difturbed  in  their 
^iritual  fleep,  but  never  thoroughly  awakened,  and 
therefore  they  have  juft  fallen  afleep  again.  They  have 
been  frighted  under  the  guilt  of  grofs  fins,  but  never 
faw  the  evil  of  vain  thoughts,  idle  words,  ifc.  like  chil- 
<lren  that  are  very  eafy  playing  with  the  duft,  as  long 
as  it  gets  not  into  their  eyes.  If  they  have  got  a 
irighttul  fig^t  of  their  aftual  fins,  yet  they  never  had 
the  fin  of  their  nature, fpread  out  before  them.  They 
have  not  been  convinced  of  their  need  of  Chrift's  Spirit 
for  their  fandification,  as  well  as  of  his  blood  for  their 
juilification. 

(6.)  Thofe  who  have  ftifled  their  conviftions,  war- 
red againft  an  awakened  confcience,  and  come  off 
viclorious.  Many  take  ways  and  means  to  quench 
the  Spirit,  which  prevail  to  their  own  ruin ;  a  plain  evi- 
dence that  they  are  ftrangers  to  the  efficacious  irre- 
fiftible  operations  of  the  Spirit  in  efFcdiual  calling. 
Some  get  their  convictions  laid  by  delays  and  oiflP-puts, 
as  Felix  did,  Afts  xxiv,  25.  Some  for  that  end  fill 
their  heads  and  hands  with  bufinefs,  like  Cain  build- 
ing cities.  Some  with  carnal  mirth  divert  them,  or, 
by  rufhing  on  to  more  fin  over  the  belly  of  their  con- 
iciences,  do  choke  them,  till  they  become  as  feared 
with  a  hot  iron.  O  horrid  cruelty  againft  the  foul ! 
to  refufe  to  be  healed ! 

(7.)  Thofe  who  have  never  had  any  fpecial  illumi- 
nation in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  It  is  certain,  that 
hypocrites  may  be  enlightened  both  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  law  and  of  the  gofpel,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;  but  there 
is  a  faving  illumination  in  effedual  calling  that  is 
peculiar  to  the  fo  called,  John  iv.  10.  Pfal.ix.  10.  In 
that  work  there  is  fuch  a  difcovery  made  of  Chrift  in 
his  ability  and  willingnefs  to  fave,  as  ihewsi  him  to  be 
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fo  fiiltable  to  the  fianer's'  cafe,  fo  tranftendentlyeX' 
ccllent,  as  (h»t  the  foul  is  determined  to  embrace  him 
^r  ^1«  M^Uh.  xiii.  45.  4^-  It  finks  the  value  of  all 
created  ChiDeSi  and  makes  l.nfttt  Itifls  to  appear  as 
bulks  for  fwin'e,  in  complrifon  of  the  bread  of  life. 

(8.)  Tbofe  who,  whatever  iiptht  they  have  got,  yet 
there  has  been  noheatwitli  it,  to  meltdown  the  heart 
aod  will  tDta  a  pliablen«l3  to  the  will  of  God,  and  tbe 
call  of  the^fpel,  Jobxxiv.  ij.  M^ny  cooie  a  great 
loogthin  light,  by  the  common  operations  of  the  Spi* 
.  rit,  from  wnom  the  ftpny  heart  is  never  taken  away, 
Jipr  the  power  of  it  broken.  Such  was  tiie  cafe  of 
Balaam,  in  whom  the  heart  enmity  3g:iinft  God  and 
h61iaitls  was  ftill  rampant,  as  appears  from  the  bitlory 
of  him.  ,  Such  alfo  was  tbe  cafe  oi"  thofe  raentiuncd 
Hdi.  vi.  4.  (Vct  The  (^pter  door  is  broken  up  by 
the  force  of  alaw-ftorm,  and  forae  common  touch^ 
of  the  Spirit  ou  their  minds :  but  the  inner  doorr^ 
mains  ftitl  fhut.  The  outworks  are  taken,  but  tha 
fort  of  the  heart  remains  impregnable.  Same  one  li^ 
or  other  ftiU  has  the  throne  in  the  heart. 

(9.)  Lajilyt  Thofe  whole  excrcifes  have  never  ilTuett 
in  a  kindty  cloling  with  Chrilt  in  the  golpcl-itfFer.    0, 
it  is  lamentable  to  think  how  many  a  good  work  that 
feems  once  fairly  begun  is  miferably  marred.     Sonw 
are  ftill  Uept  wavering  and  undetermined,  halting  b^ 
twixt  God  and  Baal,    light  preffing  them  foiwaft^ 
love  to  their  lufts  drawing  them  back,  fo  that  th^' 
time  is  like  to  go  ere  they  come  to  a  relblatiun  wt 
to  do.     Some,  inflead  of  doling  with   Cbrift,  d( 
with  duties ;    but  never  come  out  of  tliemfelveft 
Chrift,  but  like  the  fpider  ectangled  in  her^iwn 
perifll.     But  true  believers  rejoice  in  Chrijl  Jefus, 
'have  ne  confidence  in  the  flejl',  Phil.  iii.  3.     home 
with  Chritt  for  juUification,  but  never  mind  or 
need  to  clofe  with  him  for  lanftiliciiion. 

DsE  II.  of  exhortation.    Cumc  away  from  the  w0I 
ij,ing  in  wickednefs,  unto  Jcfus  ChriJtj  and  fo  coi 
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Wilh  the  gofpel-call.     Come  away,  finners,  unto  him. 
For  motives, 

I .  Confider  what  a  fociety  ye  are  called  to  come 
out  of.  See  their  character,  Eph.  ii.  12.  Thofe  that 
are  without  Cbrift^  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth 
^f  Ifrael^  and  ftr angers  from  the  covenants  of  promife^ 
having  no  hope^  and  without  God  in  the  world.  We  are 
all  natives,  of  that  fociety  indeed ;  but  it  is  a  Godlefs, 
Chriftlefs  fociety,  which  we  havx  need  to  leave,  and 
that  timeouily. 

( I.)  It  is  a  finful  fociety,  a  corrupt,  unclean  one, 
where  there  is  nothing  pure,  Tir.  i.  15.  Better  lie  in 
a  kennel  with  dogs,  or  in  a  hog-llye  with  fwine,  than 
with  the  world  in  wickednefs.  Their  fouls  are  like 
Job's  body,  boils  and  fores  all  over,  that  they  have  not 
a  free  finger  to  fcrape  themfdves  withal.  The  fociety 
of  the  unconverted  are  defiled  in  all  their  faculties, 
and  fo  they  can  do  nothing  that  is  good  and  acceptable 
in  God's  Oght.  Their  thoughts  are  polluted  with  va* 
nity  or  vilenefs,  their  words  are  abominable,  for  their 
throat  is  like  an  open  fepulchrej  their  actions,  their 
very  civil  adions,  are  finful,  Vvov.  xxi,  4.  and  their 
religious  ones  are  fo  too,  Prov.  xv.  8. 

(2.)  It  is  a  molt  miferable  fociety.  Rev,  iii.  17.  O  the 
wretched  ftate  of  the  unconverted  world  ]  what  tongue 
can  tell  their  mifer}%  who  are  without  Chrift,  and  witli- 
ont  God  in  the  world  ?  They  are  the  butt  of  God's  in- 
dignation, and  fet  for  a  mark  to  the  arrows  of  his  wrath, 
Fial.  vii.  12.  13.  They  are  thofe  that  are  under  God*s 
curfe  ;  their  ftate  is  a  prifbn,  out  of  which  thofe  that 
die  in  it  are  carried  to  the  prifon  ot  hell :  and  there  is 
so  more  difference  betwixt  them  and  the  damned, 
than  betwixt  a  dry  faggot  lying  before  the  fire  ready 
to  be  caft  in,  and  the  fag,':^ot  that  is  in  it  already.  A 
Uack  cloud  of  wrath  hangs  over  their  heads  at  all 
times,  ready  to  break  upon  them,  John  '\\u  36. 

How  can  it  be  otherwiie,  lince  it  is  a  fociety  which 
Satan  is  the  head  of,  2  Cor,  iv.  4.  ruled  and  gover«^4 
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bybim,  and  with  whom  thofethatdicinit'iuuftll 
for  ever  ? 

Now,  Cnners,  have  ye  not  been  long  enough  t 
already  ?    May  I  not  fay,  as  Deut.  i.  6.  Te  have  a 
long  enough  in  this  mount.     O  come  away  from  1 
non,  Cant.  iv.  8.     Leave  the  world  of  the  ung« 
that  are  to  be  fwept  away  with  the  flood  of  wri 
and  come  into  the  ark.     Turn  your  back  on  that  I 
dom,  which  is  to  be  overthrown  in  its  own  Slthinf 
hafte  and  flee  for  your  life  ;  there  is  a  Zoar  to  fleeS 
tOt  where  ye  may  be  fafe. 

3.  ConCder  what  a  fociety  ye  are  called  to. 
calling  is  a  high  calling,  Phil.  iii.  14.     It  is  a  holy^ 
happy  fociety.    All  the  faints,  the  excellent  ones  a' 
earth,  are  of  it,  the  glorified  faints,  the  holy  a 
and  God  in  Chrill  is  the  head  of  it,  Heb-  xii. 
24.     O  rcfufe  not  that  high  calling. 

If  ye  will  come  away,  ye  fliall  enjoy  the  privi 
of  this  fociety  as  members  thereof,  F.ph.  ii.  19, 
fliall  be  inheritors  ot  glory,  heirs  of  God,  and  j 
heirs  with  Clirift  :  not  only  faved  from  wrath, 
made  happy  here  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  compl^ 
ly  bleflod  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  to  all  eterii] 

3,  I,a/?/j',  Confider  who  calleth  you.  It  is  the  vc 
of  a  man  that  ye  hear,  but  the  word  of  the  call  is  thon 
Lord's  own  word ;  and  therefore  1  fay,  See  that  ye  \ 
refufe  mt  him  that  fpeakelh,  Heb.  xii.  25.  Our  Lord 
Jefus  has  got  the  grant  of  the  kingdom  from  the  J 
I'ather;  and  he  minds  to  raife  it  up  on  the  ruins  of  I 
Satan's  kingdom.  And  therefore  he  comes  to  tho  j 
wprld  lying  in  wickednefs,  to  call  out  from  among 
them  whom  he  may  make  partakers  of  his  glory.  And  ' 
therefore  I  fay  to  you,  Arife,  far  the  Majler  caitethyeu\  ' 
And  fince  it  is  16,  it  is  evident, 

(i.)  Ye  may  come  ;  there  is  an  open  door  for  you, 
none  of  you  all  are  excluded.  If,  Iv.  i .  The  fallen  am 
gels  have  not  that  privilege,  and  therefore  they  grudge 
je  (huuld  have  it,  and  they  will  do  what  they  can  t(J 
keep  you  fioai  the  benefit  of  it.^  ~*" 
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(2»)  Ye  fhall  not  be  rejefted,  nor  get  the  door  caft 
so  your  teeth,  John  vi.  37.  Your  being  called  en- 
fores  your  welcome.  Let  not  unbelief  fuggeft  fuch 
jealoufies,  as  that  it  is  needlefs  to  come  now,  for  ye 
will  not  be  accepted  ;  for  the  market  of  free  grace  is 
not  yet  over,  and  as  long  as  the  call  is  given  you,  ye 
may  be  fure  of  welcome.  Indeed  the  day  will  come, 
that  Chrift  will  ceafe  to  call  you ;  and  then  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  think  of  coming :  but  O  come  while  the 
door  is  open.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate :  for 
many^  I  fay  unto  you^  will  feek  to  enter  in^  and  Jl?all  not 
be  able^  When  once  the  majler  of  the  houfe  is  rifen  up^ 
and  bath  fhut  to  the  door^  and  ye  begin  to  ft  and  without  j 
and  to  knock  at  the  door^  f^yi^gj  Lord^  Lord,  open  unto 
us  ;  and  he  fhall  anfwer  and  Jay  unto  you^  I  know  you 
not  whence  you  are^  Luke  xiii.  24.  25. 

(3.)  Lajtlyj  If  ye  do  not  come,  it  is  upon  your  peril, 
the  peril  of  the  Mediator's  vengeance.  Does  he  call 
yop,  2md  wiU  ye  not  come  ?  Nay,  you  muft  come 
under  the  pain  of  the  King's  higheft  difpleafure, 
Matth.  xxii.'7. 

As  for  you  that  are  called,  fee  that  ye  walk  worthy 
of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  arc  called,  being  holy 
in  all  manner  of  life  and  converfation. 

pf  the  Benefits  of  efFedlual  Calling,    . 

Romans  viii.  30. 

rr-Whom  h^  called^  them  he  alfo  juftified ;  and  whom  he 
juftified^  them  he  alfo  glorified. 

IN  this  and  the  preceding  verfe  Is  the  golden  chain 
of  falvation,  confifling  of  five  links.  The  firft 
iwo  lie  out  of  the  Cnner's  view,  till  they  be  brought 
\o  light  by  means  of  the  third.  The  firft  is  God's 
foreknowledge,  or  eternal  free  love  and  favour  to 
fboae  of  mankind,  laid  on  them  from  ^verlafting.   Thei 
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ficaifd  tk  the  predeQioation  of  thefe,  eleding  them  to 
eretlalHag  life,  and  ,the  means  leading  thereto.  The 
IthirdH  ttie  calling  of  the  predeliinated,  calling  [hem  cf- 
fe^ally»  which  u  done  in  time,  of  which  we  have  fpoke 
bef(H-e.  There  arc  other  two  that  hang  upon  this.  'ITit 
£}Urtb  is  the  jufiification  of  the  called,  which  miyim- 
■  ply  the  whole  of  the  rdativc  change  made  \\\ion  them, 
both  their ^uftification  and  adaption  ;  for  it:  is  evident 
fcomyvt.  29.  that  theapolllc  has  a  refpcifl  to  adnptiun 
in  this  chJ^Q.  The  fil^his  the  glorifying  of  the  juHt* 
£ed,  which  may  intport  the  whole  of  the  real  change 
made  oo  the  eleft^  namely,  the  fanctifying  of  them 
^erCj  and  glorilying  of  them  hereafter.  For  what  ii 
grace  but  glory  in  the  bud,  and  glory  but  grace 
liTOUght  to  perfeAioD  ?  and  therefore  believers  vnih 
ipen  face  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
ere  changed  into  toe  fantt  image  Jrom  glery  to  glcry,  evis 
IBS  by  the  Spirit  of  the  lard,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  llms  effefr 
tual  calling,  as  it  rifes  from  eternal  love,  fo  it  makd 
the  foul  happy  here  and  Iiereafter. 
The  text  affords  this  doctrine,  viz. 

DocT.  T/jcy  that  are  ejfc6lually  called  do  thereby  par^' 
'taie  of  great  qnd  qlorious  benefits  and  privileges,  bothii 
this  life  and  the  hfe  to  come. 

Here  1  (hall  briefly  (hew, 

1.  What  are  thole  benefits  which  they  who  arecP 
feftually  called  partake  of  in  this  life. 

!l.  The  benefits  they  partake  of  in  the  life  to  coma. 

111.  Apply. 

I.  I  flial!  fhewwhnt  are  thofe benefits  v.hich  t 
that  are  effedually  called  partake  of  in  this  life. 

firjl.  There  are  three  leading  benefits  which  th^ 
partake  of  here. 

I.  Thpy  are  all  jufliGed.     So  fays  the  text.    Kt\ 
foon  as  ever  the  foul  anfwers  the  call  of  the  gofpel, 
arid  comes  to  Chrifl:,  the  man  is  brought  out  of  altatc  J 
p,f  condemnationj  ?nd  gets  his  abfolvirure,  Roai,  viij 
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I.  He  lives  not  a  moment  longer  under  the  black 
cloud  of  the  curfc,  but  is  tranflated  into  another  cli- 
inate,  where  he  lives  under  the  funOiine  of  the  blefling. 
His  fins  are  all  pardoned,  and  he  is  accepted  as  a  rigli- 
teous  man.  He  is  judged,  and  he  gets  the  white 
ftone.  Rev.  ii.  17,  The  law  and  juftice  have  no  more 
to  demand  of  him  ;  the  cords  of  guilt  are  loofed  and 
thrown  away,  and  he  is  clothed  with  a  perfect  righ- 
teoufnefs. 

2-  They  are  all  adopted  children  of  God,  Eph.  i.  5. 
They  get  not  only  the  white  ftone,  but  the  new  name, 
the  name  of  fons  and  daughters  to  God.     They  arc 
lirought  out  of  the^devil's  family,  and  made  members 
of  the  houfehold  of  faith  ;  not  fervants  only,  but  fons. 
7rom  the  moment  they  anfwer  the  call,  new  blood 
runs  in  their  veins ;  they  are  of  the  blood-royal  of 
lieaven ;  Chrift's  Father  is  theirJFather,  he  is  their  el- 
<lcr  brother ;  and  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  dwells  in  them, 
Ceaching  them  to  cry,  Abba,  Father.    They  are  of 
the  fame  houfehold  with  the  excellent  of  the  earth  ; 
JUl  ye  are  brethren  ;  nay  with  the  faints  and  angels  in 
lieaven  ;  for  though  the  one  dwell  above,  and  the  o- 
ther  below,  they  are  all  but  one  family,  Eph.  iii.  15. 
3.  They  are  all  fanftificd,  i  Cor.  i-  30.   i  Thelf.  iv. 
7.     It  is  a  holy  calling,  2  Tim.  i.  9.     The  author  of 
it  is  holy,  the  means  are  holy,  and  the  end  and  effect 
of  it  muft  needs  be  holy.     As  loon  as  the  (inner  an- 
Iwers  the  call,  the  Spirit  of  fanclification  goes  on  with 
the  begun  work  in  him,  breaks  the  reigning  power  of 
fin,  gives  it  a  deadly  blow,  fo  that  it  {iiall  never  reco- 
ver, but  languifli  on,  till  it  quite  die  out.     He  adorns 
him  with  all  faving  graces,  conforming  the  finner  to 
the  image  of  Chriit,  John  i.  i6.  fo  that  he  begins  to 
lead  a  new  life,  living  to  the  Lord  and  his  leiyice. 
The  call  brings  him  hke  Lazarus  out  of  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  dead,  and  then  the  remainder  of  his  life  is 
fpent  in  putting  off  the  grave-cloaths  of  fin,  and  acting 
from  a  princiole  of  fpiritual  life. 

Secondly y  There  are  other  benefits  which  accompany 
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or  flow  from  thefe.  For  thefe  come  not  alone,  hut 
eacb  of  them  is  the  opening  of  a  treafurc  to  the  called, 
the  ftriking  up  of  a  fountain  that  runs  out  in  many 
ftrcams,  Eph.  i.  3.  Some  of  thefe  are  mentioned  in 
that  queiUon,  "  What  are  the  benefits  which  in  thij 
"  life  do  accompany  or  flow  from  juftificatioo,  ad- 
"  option,  and  fanclification  ?  Anf. — Afluraoce  of 
"  God's  love,  peace  of  confcience,  joy  in  the  Holf 
•'  Ghoftj  increafe  of  grace,  and  pcrfevcrancc  therein 
*'  to  the  end."  But  who  can  reckon  up  all  thefe  be- 
nefits ?  For  all  things  are  theirs  ;  whether  Paul,  or  A- 
polios,  or  Cephas,  or  the  ivorld,  cr  life,  or  death,  or  Ihiagi 
pr^ent,  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  theirs,  i  Cor.  iii.  zi.J!- 
I  Iball  only  at  prefent  fingle  out  the  following. 

1.  Keconcihation  with  God,  Rora.  v.  i.  Bm^ 
jufiijicd  by  faith,  ik-c  have  fence  with  God.  Wkfl 
the  iinner  is  effeclualjy  called,  the  real  enmity  is  U* 
ken  away,  and  the  legal  enmity  is  removed  byjufti- 
fication.  God  and  the  finner  become  fliends,  and  are 
firmly  fo  in  a  covenant  of  peace,  having  comraoQ 
friends  and  enemies.  Sin  being  removed  and  par- 
doned, the  peace  follows  of  courfe.  The  war  is  end- 
ed ;  for  the  treaty  of  peace  propofed  by  the  amba£&r 
dors  of  peace  is  complied  with.  But  of  this  I  fpoke 
when  treating  of  (Jiiift's  prieftly  office. 

2.  Accefs  to  God,  as  children  to  a  father,  Eph.  tlL 
12,  as  one  friend  to  another.  The  war  being  ended 
and  peace  concluded,  the  communication  betwixt  hn- 
ven  and  earth  is  opened.  They  may  export  thither^ 
their  wants,  petitions,  and  requefts,  being  fure  tW 
they  will  be  taken  off  their  hands;  and  import  fu[^ 
plies  of  all  kinds  neccflary  to  make  them  happy,  ligbCs 
life,  ftrength,  6'c. 

3^1'reedom  from  the  Ilavery  of  fin  and  Satan,  Johfl 
viii.  32-  They  that  are  fanctificd  by  the  Spirit,  MC 
loofcd  from  the  Egyptian  bondage,  and  made  the 
Lord's  free  men.  Though  Satan  and  fin  motelt  them, 
and  put  them  hard  to  it,  tiiey  fliall  never  get  thew 
back  again  into  their  former  houfe  of  buadagc.     fii 
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ihxj  fhall»  like  a  dog  fnarling  at  the  horfes  heels,  be 
bruifed  under  their  feet  at  lengthy  Kom.  vi.  2c.  And 
the  foul  fliall  be  more  than  conqueror. 

4.  Laftlj^   A  right  to  eternal  life,   Rom.  viii.  17. 
Aftsxx.  32.     They  may  claim  it  in  their  head  Chrill, 

•and  their  title  is  good  and  fure  in- him  ;  for  it  is  a  hea- 
venly calling,  whereby  they  are  called  to  the  eternal 

.  inheritance.  And  therefore  fays  the  apoftle,  2  Cor. 
V.  I.  We  inow^  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this  taberna- 
cle were  diffolved^  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfc 
not  made  with  hands ^  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

'  IL  1  (hall  ihew  what  benefits  they  that  are  eSeclual- 
ly  called  partake  of  in  the  life  to  come.  The  advan- 
tages of  efieflual  calling  are  great  in  this  life,  but  they 
-do  not  fiop  there.  When  a  man  mud  leave  all  tern*- 
poral  benefits,  which  he  enjoys  any  manner  of  way 
bere  in  this  world,  he  will  enter  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  benefits  coming  by  his  anfwering  the  gofpcl- 
call.  Thefe  are  comprehended  in  one  word,  glorifi- 
cation, which  will  fall  in  afterwards  to  be  treated  of. 
In  a  word,  at  death  the  converted  foul  is  received  in- 
to heaven  ;  at  the  laft  day  his  body  Ihall  be  glorioufly 
raifed,  and  both  foul  and  body  made  perfectly  happy 
for  ever,  2  Theff.  ii.  14. 

I  come  now  to  make  fome  praclical  improvement  of 
this  fubjed. 

Use  I.  of  information.     This  doctrine  lets  us  fee, 

I.  That  the  gofpel  is  the  beft  news  that  ever  was 
heard  in  the  world,  and  the  mod  excellent  offer  that 
ever  was  made  to  poor  finners,  Eph.  iii.  8.  There  are 
many  to  court  the  foul ;  Satan  makes  his  offers,  the 
world  its  offers,  and  fin  has  its  offers  too.  But  all  that 
they  oflFer  will  not  tell  far,  it  perifhes  in  the  ufing,  at 
moil  it  cannot  reach  beyond  this  life.  But  Chrifl's 
offer  in  the  gofpel  is  of  the  beft  of  things  here,  and 
the  beft  of  all  hereafter,  that  we  may  enter  to  the  en- 
joyment of,  when  nothing  remains  but  the  bitter 
dregs  of  the  offers  of  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world. 

Vol.  II.  B  b 
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2.  God  deals  very  Hhcrjtly  and  kindly  with  his  peo- 
ple tint  anfwer  his  call.  He  docs  not  put  an  empty 
fpoon  in  their  mouths,  he  icts  them  not  down  to  hare 
commons ;  they  get  much  in  hand,  ami  yet  far  more 
in  hope,  Pi'al.  Ixxxiv.  ii.  'Iheir  prefcnt  poircfTions 
arc  more  valuable  than  crowns  and  fceptres  in  the 
■world ;  but  what  they  have  a  title  to,  is  what  eye 
has  not  fcen',  nor  ear  heard,  nor  has  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  And  then  all  is  firm 
and  fure  ;  they  can  never  be  (haken  out  of  their  pri- 
vileges, Kom.  xi.  29.  Heb.  xii.  iG. 

3.  Whatever  men  lolc  by  complying  with  and  fol- 
lowing the  gofpel  call,  tliey  are  gunners,  Phil.iii.  8. 
He  was  a  wile  merchant  that  fold  all  to  buy  the  pearl 
of  gi'cat  price-  Ihey  are  wile  indeed  that  are  wile  for 
their  Ibuls  ;  and  ihcy  arelo  that  come  to  Chrift  onluJ 
call;  while  all  the  neglefters  of  the  great  (alvation,. 
•  gain  what  they  will  otlierwife,  do  lofe  a  talent  while 
they  gain  a  mite,  lofing  their  own  fouls,  which  iofs 
can  never  be  made  up. 
Use  U.  of  exhortation. 

Fir/},  To  unconverted  fmners.  O  comply  with  tbe 
golpcl'Call  at  length,  and  come  away  to  Chrift.  i  of- 
ier  a  few  motives  to  prcls  the  exhortation. 

Mot.  1.  While  ye  do  not  come  aw.iy  upon  the  caB, 
ye  have  no  part  or  lotin  tlieie  benelits.  If  ye  prefume 
to  apply  tliem  to  yourltivcs,  God's  word  knocks  off 
your  hngcrs  fiuni  them,  for  they  are  the  peculiar  pri- 
vilege ot  thoJi:  that  are  tftcrtually  called.      And, 

1,  Ye  are  not  juitiiied,  the  lentcncc  of  condemoi- 
tion  is  Handing  in  loice  againit  you,  Gal.iii.  10.  John 
iii.  ult.  And  as  lure  as  God's  word  cannot  fail,  it 
\viU  be  executtd,  if  ye  come  not  in  in  time.  Evm 
fm  deferves  God's  wrath  and  curie  ;  all  that  thou  dc« 
is  fm.  But  not  one  of  all  thy  hns  is  pardoned  ;  they 
are  all  wreathed  about  thy  neck,  and  thou  hall  them 
all  to  reckon  for.  And  thou  halt  not  a  cautioner  to  go 
between  juflice  and  thee  ;  the  burden  muli  lie  on  lli» 
own  back.  i 
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2.  Ye  are  none  of  God's  children,  but  of  the  devil's, 
John  viii.  44.  Ye  are  ftill  of  the  family  ye  were  born 
of,'  A  fad  family,  againfl  which  God  will  have  war 
for  ever.  Ye  ca^i  have  no  accel's  to  God  nor  commu- 
nion with  him,  nor  may  any  of  the  privileges  of  the 
children  of  God  be  claimed  by  you.  Your  inheritance 
is  fuitable  to  the  family  ye  are  of,  namely,  that  ye  are 
children  of  wrath,  and  heirs  of  bell. 

3.  Ye  are  notfanclified.  There  is  no  fandHfication 
without  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  you  ;  ye  have 
not  Chrift's  Spirit,  for  ye  are  none  of  his.  A  form  of 
godlinefs  ye  may  have,  but  the  power  of  it  ye  are 
iiraogers  to.  Ye  are  Satan's  drudges  and  fln's  flaves, 
though  all  are  not  employed  in  alike  coarfe  work  by 
the  matter  of  that  family,  Eph.  ij.  2.  3. 

Mot.  2.  If  ye  will  come  to  Chrifl  on  his  call,  ye  (hall 
paicake  of  all  thefe  benefits.  If  your  llns  were  never 
ib  great  and  many,  they  Ihall  be  pardoned,  If.  Iv.  7, 
Ye  Ihall  be  the  children  of  God  through  Jtfus  Chrilt, 
John  i.  12.  Ye  fhall  be  made  holy,  i  Cor.  vi,  lu 
Come  in  under  the  covert  of  his  blood,  and  then  nei- 
ther law  nor  juHice  ihall  reach  you,  Match  with  the 
Son  of  God,  and  ye  ihall  be  ot  his  Father's  family, 
Anfwcr  his  call,  and  he  will  break  the  yoke  from  olF 
yfiur  necks,  and  make  you  free. 

O  Sirs,  do  not  ye  need  thefe  benefits  ?  How 
tvill  ye  live  without  them  ?  are  ye  able  to  bear  the 
•weight  of  unpardoned  guilt  ?  How  will  ye  die  with- 
out them  ?  what  will  it  be  to  die  in  an  unpardoned 
(late,  ftrangers  to  the  family  of  heaven,  and  ftill  in 
yoar  fins  ?  May  not  thefe  glorious  privileges  prevail 
with  you  ?  Do  ye  thmk  nothing  of  the  white  ftone 
and  the  new  name,  which  ye  may  get  by  coming  to 
Chrift  ?  Seemeth  it  a  light  thing  to  you  to  be  ad-» 
opted  into,  the  family  of  the  Kiug  of  heaven,  and  to 
have  his  image  drawn  on  you  \  Think  with  your-» 
fclves  how  it  will  aggravate  yogr  condemnation,  that, 
Chrift  and  all  his  lalvation  was  in  your  offer,  aaa  \^ 
ll^ould  hav^  aoi\e  of  him,  Heb.  ii.  3, 

6  b.  » 
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Secondly,  To  converted  finners  that  tave  anfwi 
tbe  call. 

1.  Labour  to  know  your  great  privileges  for  time  ai 
eternity,  s  Pef.  i.  lo.  O,  it  is  s  fad  matter  that  the" 
people  of  God  ftioiild  h^ve  fo  little  knowledge  of  their 
Itate.  Tins  would  be  a  notable  me^ns  to  promote 
ianctificatinn,  and  tendernefs  in  heart  and  life. 

2.  Be  thankful  for  thete  privileges.  Blefs  God  for 
Chrifl  and  the  gofpel.  O  blefs  him  for  his  holy  and 
powerful  Spirit.  Admire  and  adore  his  rich  grace, 
Ijeftowed  on  worthlefs  worms  through  Chrift,  i  Jt^Jiii 
iii.  I. 

3.  Laftly,  Walk  worthy  of  the  vocation,  and  fuita- 
ble  to  the  privileges  of  it,  that  is,  humbly,  holily,  hea- 
venly, contentedly,  patiently,  and  cheartully,  in  hopes 
of  the  glory  that  is  to  be  reveajed. 

Of  Jaftification. 

Romans  iii.  24. 

Being  jiijlijitd  freely  by  his  ^race^  through  the  rcdempt'iiK 
that  is  in  Chr'ifi  Jefus.  ' 

TH  E  firft  of  thofe  benefits  which  the  called  do 
partake  of  is  jnflification,  which  is  the  great 
relative  change  made  upon  them,  bringing  them  out 
of  the  Itate  of  condemnation,  wherein  they  are  born 
and  live  till  they  come  to  Chrift.  In  the  text  we 
have, 

I.  The  perfons  juftified,  finners,  t'iz.  believing  in 
Chrifl.  It  is  the  juftificition  of  a  iinner  that  the  a- 
poflle  Ipeaks  of,  as  is  implied  in  the  connection,  ver. 
s  ^.  24.  For  ail  have  finr.ed,  and  come  Jhort  of  the  glory 
of  God :  being  ju ft ified  freely  by  his  ^race  ;  but  belie- 
ving, ver.  26. — the  juftifier  of  him  which  b^licvelh  ia 
■Jcfis. 
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%.  The  party  j unifying,  God  the  judge  of  all,  hs 
grace.     It  is  God's  aft  to  juflify  a  finner. 

3 .  The  manner  and  moving  caufe,  freely  by  his  grace. 
It  is  done  freely,  without  any  thing  of  ours  done  by  us 
to  procure  or  merit  it;  and  it  flows  from  God's  grace  or 
free  favour  to  undeferving  and  ill-deferving  creatures. 

4.  The  material  and  meritorious  caufe,  the  redemp^ 
tion  that  is  in  Chrijl  J^fus.  He  has  paid  the  price  and 
ranfom  whereby  the  finner  is  fet  free. 

The  text  affords  this  great  and  important  doclrinal 
note,  viz. 

DocT,  The  jufiijication  of  a  finner  before  God  is  of  free 
graccy  through  (be  fatisfadion  of  Chrijl. 

In  difcourfing  from  this  fubjcft,  1  fhall  Ihew, 
It  What  it  is  to  juftify  a  finner,  in  general,  in  the 
fcripturefenfe. 

II.  What  are  the  parts  of  j  unification. 
m.  The  caufe  of  our  juftification. 
IV,  Apply  the  fubjecl. 

I.  I  fhall  fliew  what  it  is  to  juftify  a  finner^  in  gene- 
ral, in  the  fcripturefenfe.  Juftification  and  fanclifica- 
tion  are  indeed  infeparable,  In  vain  do  they  pretend 
to  be  juftified  who  are  not  fanftified  ;  and  in  vain  do 
they  fear  they  are  not  juftified  who  are  fanclified  by 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  vi.  11.  But  yet  they  arc 
diftinct  benefits,  not  to  be  confounded,  nor  taken  for 
one  and  the  fame. 

Juftification  is  not  the  making  of  a  perfon  juft  and 
righteous,  by  infufing  of  grace  or  holinefs  into  him. 
But  it  is  a  dil'charging  him  from  guilt,  and  declaring 
or  pronouncing  him  righteous.  So  it  is  a  law-term, 
taken  from  courts  of  judicature,  wherein  a  perfon  is. 
accufed,  tried,  and  after  trial  abfolved.  -  Thus  the 
fcripture  oppolcth  it  to  accufation  and  condemnation, 
Koin.  viii,  33.  ^4.  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  God's  elect  ?  It  is  Gjd  that  juflifeih  :  \Vhc  is  he  that 
condemn^th  f  It  is  Chrijl  that  died^  yea  rather ^  that  is  ri* 


i^ 


fgS  Of  'Jufitficatm. 

fen  again,  who  n  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  ivhtalfa 
maielh  intenejfion  for  us,     Deut.  xxv.  i.  They  Jhalt  ju- 

Jiify  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the  wicked.  And  fo  tt 
is  declared  to  be  a  fin  to  juftify  the  wicked,  Prov.  xvii. 
15.  not  to  make  them  righteous,  but  to  fironouacc 
them  righteous.     Hence  it  follows,  that, 

1.  Jullification  is  not  a  real  change,  of  the  ilnner's 
nature,  but  a  relative  change,  of  his  ilate.  The 
change  of  the  iinner's  nature,  from  fin  to  holiuefs,  is 
infeparably  annexed  to  it ;  but  it  is  only  the  bringing 
of  him  oul  of  the  Hate  of  condemnation,  and  fetting 
him  beyond  the  reach  of  the  law,  as  a  righteous  per- 
(on,  which  is  an  iinfpeakable  benefit. 

2.  Jurtification  is  an  aC^  done  and  paft  in  an  inflant 
in  the  court  of  heaven,  as  foon  as  the  finner  believes 
in  Chrift  ;  and  not  a  work  carried  on  by  degrees.  For 
if  a  finner  be  not  perfectly  juftified,  he  is  not  juflified 
at  ail.  If  a  man  were  accufed  of  ten  capital  crimes,  if 
o^e^^f  them  be  fixed  upon  him,  he  is  condemned,  and 
muft  die.  And  hence  alfo,'  though  one  m;iy  be  more 
fanclificil  than  anoiher,  yet  no  believer  is  in  the  fight 
of  God  more  jullified  than  another,  fince  the  ilate  of 
juilification  is  not  capable  ot  degrees. 

II.  I  proceed  to  Ihew  what  are  the  parts  of  juftifi- 
cation.  Thefe  are  two,  th'j  pardoning  of  fin,  and  ac* 
cepting  of  the  finner's  pcrion  as  righteous.  Tliis 
double  benefit  is  conferred  on  the  llnnerin  jufiification. 
That  we  may  the  more  clearly  take  up  this  matter,  1 
muft  view  the  procefs  of  a  Iinner's  juilification.  Al 
here. 

Fir/!,  God  himfelf  fits  Judge  in  this  procefs,  Pj 
)x.  4.  Thoufalteji  in  the  throne  judging  right.  He  gaW' 
the  law  i  and  as  he  is  the  Lawgiver,  lo  he  is  the  Judg* 
of  all  tlv;  earth.  Men  may  juftity  themfelves,  Luke 
X.  29.  and  others  may  jullify  thera  :  but  what  does  it 
avaii,  it  God  do  not  juJlify  them  ?  for  only  he  has  the 
autliority  and  power  to  do  it,  Kom.viii.  33.  It  is  Gad 
fhql  jujiijistb.     Many  a  man  looking  overly  into  liii 
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ywn  ftate  and  cafe,  pafles  a  very  favourable  fentence 
)n  himfelf,  and  his  way  may  be  fo  blamelefs  before  the 
irorld,  that  others  muft  judge  him  a  righteous  man 
xw) ;  but  the  judgement  of  God  comes  after,  and  re- 
irerfes  all.  And  he  only  can  juftify  authoritatively  and 
irrcverfibly.    For, 

1.  He  only  is  the  Lawgiver,  and  he  only  has  power 
to  lave  or  to  deftroy,  and  therefore  the  judgement 
muft  be  left  to  him,  Jam.  iv.  12.  The  cale  concerns 
his  honour  and  law,  and  muft  be  tried  at  his  tribunal ; 
and  whoever  take  it  in  hand,  he  will  call  it  to  his  own 
bar. 

2.  To  him  the  debt  is  owing,  and  therefore  he  only 
can  give  the  difcharge.  Againft  him  the  crime  is 
committed,  and  he  only  can  pardon  it.  Accept  us  as 
righteous  who  will,  if  he  do  it  not,  who  gave  the  law 
of  righteoufnefs,  it  is  nothing,  Mark  ii.  7. 

Secondly^  The  finner  is  cited  to  anfwer  before  God's 
judgement-feat,  by  the  meiTengers  of  God,  the  mini- 
Iters  of  the  gofpel,  Mai.  iii.  i.  Every  fermon  an  un- 
converted finntr  hears,  is  a  fummons  put  in  his  hand  to 
anfwer  for  his  living  in  a  ftatc  and  courfe  of  fin.  He 
is  told  he  has  broken  God's  law,  and  he  muft  go  to 
God  and  fee  what  he  will  iinfwer,  and  what  courle  he 
will  take  with  his  debt.  But  alas  for  the  moft  part, 
finners  are  fo  lecure,  that  they  fit  the  fummons,  flight 
it,  and  will  Aot  appear. 

But  that  is  not  all.  Some  keep  themfelves  out  of 
the  meffengers  way  ;  either  they  will  not  come  at  all, 
or  very  feldom,  to  the  public  aflemblics  where  the  fum- 
mons is  given,  Heb.  x.  25.  But  the  leaving  of  the 
fuoimons  there  will  hold  in  law  before  him  that  fends 
them,  and  the  duft  of  the  meiTengers  feet  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  witnefs  to  the  execution,  Matth.  x.  14.  Some 
never  reud  the  fummons,  they  never  once  ferioufly 
confider  or  apply  to  themfelves  the  word  preached. 
They  hear  it  as  if  they  heard  it  not,  it  never  finks  in- 
to their  hearts.  Others  tear  the  fummons  in  pieces ; 
their  hearts^  like  Ahab  in  the  cafe  of  Micaiah,  rile  a- 
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gainft  tlie  Word  and  the  bearer  of  it,  and  they  hate 
both,  as  fpcaking  no  good  of  them.  Some  alFroat  the 
meflengers,  and  fometimes  lay  violent  hands  on  them, 
Matth.  xxii.  6.  A.id  thus  fome  fit  the  fummons  all 
their  days,  and  never  appear,  till  death  brings  them 
under  his  black  rod,  before  the  tribunal  in  another 
world,  where  there  is  no  accefs  to  jullilication  orpir- 
cinn.  But  God  fuffcrs  none  of  his  elect  to  do  fo  al- 
ways. 

Thirdly,  The  Lord  the  Judge  fends  out  other  mef- 
fengers,  ind  they  apprehend  the  finner,  lay  hands  on 
him  to  carry  him,  whether  he  will  or  not,  before  the 
judgement  feat,  and  oblige  him  to  abide  his  trial.  And 
ihefe  are  two,  the  Spirit  of  bondage,  and  an  awakened 
confcience,  John  xvi.  8.  9.  Prov.  xx.  37.  Thefe  will 
ratch  the  man,  and  hunt  him  till  they  find  him  out, 
when  they  have  got  their  order,  Jer.  ii.  27.  Theyap- 
jtrehended  Paul  when  going  to  Damafcos,  and  left 
him  not  till  he  appeared,  and  fubmitted  himfelf. 

But  it  is  not  always  fo.  Some  that  are  apprehend- 
ed, get  out  of  the  mcil^ngcrs  hands,  and  make  their 
efcape  unhappily.  When  they  are  catched,  they  are 
imruly  piift)ners,  tlieyftruggle  and  wreillc,  and  lirive 
againft  the  Spirit,  and  their  own  confciences,  A:T:svii. 
51.  they  go  no  farther  with  them  than  they  are  drag* 
ged.  They  get  the  mafiery  at  length  over  their  con- 
icience,  break  its  bonds,  and  llifle  its' conviclion^ 
and  fo  grieve  and  quench  the  Spirit,  that  they  get  a- 
way  to  their  own  ruin  ;  like  Cain,  S.iul,  Fehx,  irt. 
But  none  of  God's  elect  ever  get  away  tor  altog«-.- 
then 

Fourthly,  Then  the  elect  foul  is  infallibly  fifted  afij 
length  before  the  judgement-feaC.  The  Spirit  oi'boD'i 
dage  and  the  awakened  confcience  apprehend  him  a* 
freih,  and  bring  their  prifoner  in  chains  of  guilt  un- 
to the  bjr  trembling,  and  he  can  efcape  the  trial  no 
longer,  before  a  holy  God,  Acts  xvi.'29.  30,  Then 
what  fear,  forrow,  and  anxiety  feizc  the  prifoner's 
foul,  while  he  fees  a  juft  Judge  on  Ihc  Ihtone,  aftri" 
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and  fevere  law  laid  before  him,  and  be  has  a  guilty 
confcience  within  !  And  he  muft  undergo  a  trial  for 
his  life,  not  the  life  of  the  body  only,  but  of  foul  and 
body  for  evermore.  Thefe  things  may  feem  idle  talc* 
to  fome ;  but  if  ye  have  not  experienced  the  reality  of 
them,  ye  (hall  do  it,  or  dreadful  ihall  the  judgement 
after  death  be  to  you. 

Fifthly^  Then  the  indidment,  or  criminal  libel,  is 
read  in  the  ears  of  the  trembling  finner  before  the 
Judge,  and  that  by  the  law,  which  manages  the  accu* 
iation  fo  as  the  pannel  ihall  ftand  fpeechlefs,  Rom.  iii. 
ID. — 19.  Every  one  of  the  ten  commands  accufes  him 
of  innumerable  evils  and  tranfgreflions.  His  omiflions 
and  commiflions  are  laid  in  broad  band  before  him ;  his 
£n8  of  heart,  lip,  and  life,  and  the  fin  of  his  nature, 
are  all  charged  upon  him,  and  that  with  their  feveral 
ai^gravations.  And  fentence  is  demanded  againft  the 
pannel,  according  to  juilice,  and  agreeable  to  the  law, 
Oal.  iii.  lo.  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all 
things  wbicb  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  dti 
them. 

Sixth/y,^\\en  the  finner  muft  plead  Guilty  or  not, 
to  the  indidment.  Indeed,  if  he  were  innocent,  he 
might  plead  Not  guilty,  deny  the  libel,  and  thereupon 
lie  would  be  juftified.  But  alas  !  this  plea  is  not  for  us 
poor  finners.  For  (i.)  It  is  utterly  falfe,  Rom.  iii.  10. 
Eccl.  vii.tso.  Jam.  iii.  2.  And  (2.)  Falfehood  can  never 
bear  out  before  God's  judgement- feat.  There  is  no 
ivant  of  evidence  to  prove  all.  Confcience  within  is 
as  a  thoufand  witnefles,  and  will  teftify  againft  the 
£nner.  The  Judge  is  omnifcient,  and  there  is  no  con- 
<;ealing  of  our  crimes  from  him.  Therefore  this  plea 
-will  not  do,  Rom.  iii.  20.  The  finner  then  muft  needs 
plead  Guilty,  confefs  the  libel,  and  every  article  of  it, 
acknowledge  the  debt,  and  every  article  of  it,  tho' 
he  is  utterly  unable  to  pay,  Rom,  iii.  19. 

Seventh/yy  The  finner  being  convicted  by  his  own 
confeflion  as  guilty,  is  put  to  it  to  plead.  What  he 
has  to  fay  why  the  fentence  of  death  eternal  flioukl 
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not  piiC)  againft  him,  according  to  liw  and  jul 
and  why  he  ftiould  not  be  haled  from  the  judgeii 
fcal  to  execucion.  Here  what  fluli  fae  plead  at 
terrible  nick  of  time,  where  his  ftate  for  eternity  \a 
juft  upon  the  turning  point  ?  Shall  he  plead  incrcy 
for  mere  mercy's  Lke,  cafting  himfelf  down  at  the 
Judge's  feet?  JuHice  interpofes  betwixt  mercy  and 
the  unner,  and  pleads  that  the  judge  of  all  the  earth 
miift  do  right,  that  he  cannot  pvofticute  his  honour 
for  the  fafety  of  rebels,  hut  muft  magnify  the  law, 
and  m:ifce  it  honourable.  The  truth  of  God  inter- 
pofcs,  and  fays,  the  word  is  already  gone  out  of  the 
■Judge's  moHLh,  and  muft  be  ^Lccompliflied,  That  with- 
out ihedding  of  blood  there  is  no  reniiHion.  Whither 
ftiall  the  finner  turn  now  ?  Cm  the  fjints  help  ?  Noj 
they  can  fpare  none  of  their  oil.  Can  angels  do  oo- 
thing?  No ;  their  united  flock  would  not  be  fufficicnl 
to  clear  the  debt.  The  linner  then  mull  die  the  death, 
and  fink  under  his  own  burden,  if  help  come  not 
from  another  quarter.    So, 

Eigl-'thly,  The  formerly  dcfpifed  Mediator,  thegrcil 
Advocate  at  this  court,  who  t.ikes  thedefperate  cairfa 
of  finners  in  hand,  and  expedites  them,  offers  himfelf 
now,  in  this  exliemity,  to  the  finner,  with  hi?  perfed 
righteoufnefs  and  all  his  falvation.  The  Itnncr  embra- 
ces him  with  heart  and  good-wi!l,  enters  into  the  eo- 
venasl,  by  faith  htys  hold  on  him,  rer>ounces  all  olbet 
claimsyand  betakes  himfelf  to  his  alone  merits  and  fa«- 
tiihip.  Now  is  the  finner  united  to  Chrifi,  and  bf 
■virtue  of  that  union  lub  communinn  with  hi:jj,  jw* 
ticulavly  in  his  riglitcoufnels.  and  fo  rtands  before  God 
in  the  white  raiment  of  tlie  Mediacor's  righteouJhefi 
Now  has  the  finner  a  plea  that  will  infallibly  bring 
him  off". 

He  pleads,  he  is  guilty  indeed;  yet  he  mufi  not  die, 
for  Chi  ill  has  died  tor  him.  'Ihc  Llebc  was  a  jull  deWi 
but  the  Cautioner  has  paid  it,  and  theiefore  Jie  ctavel 
up  his  difcharge.  'Ibc  law's  demands  were  juit ;  but 
they  arc  all  iiiilJA'cred  already,  both  as  to  doinj     "^ 
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iijficring.  The  foul  is  now  married  to  Chrift ;  and 
therefore  if  the  law  or  juftice  want  anything,  they 
muft  feek  it  of  the  Huiband,  and  not  of  her,  feeing 
the  ibul  is  thereby  put  under  covert*  Therefore 
the  convided  believing  fioner  get?  in  under  the  covert 
:of  the  Mediator's  blood,  which  fiands  open  in  that 
•court ;  and  there  (lands  and  pleads  againft  ail  that  law 
or  juftice  jcan  demand,  that  it  muft  not  die^  but  be 
gracioully  aaiuitted* 

haftly^  Hereupon  God  the  great  Judge  fuftaining  the 
plea  paifes  the  fentence  of  juftiHcation  on  the  (inner, 
according  to  the  everlafting  agreement  that  pafled  be- 
twixt the  Father  and  the  Son,  If,  liii,  11.  The  pan- 
nel  gets  the  white  fione  and  new  name,  and  fo  is  for 
(ver  fet, beyond  the  reach  of  condemnation,  Rom. 
viii-  I.  This  is  excellently  deferibed  by  Elihu,  Job 
Xxxiii.  22.  13,  24.  21?^,  h\s  foul  draweth  near  unto  the 
grave^  and  bu  life  to  the  dejlroyers.  If  there  be  a  mef 
Jenger  with  bim,  an  interpreter^  one  among  a  thqufand^  to 
Jbew  unto' man  his  uprigbtnefs  :  Then  be  is  gracious  unto 
biin^  and  faith y  Deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit^ 
I  have  found  a  ranfom.  This  great  benefit  conlifts  of 
two  parts,  as  I  obferved  before. 

FIRST,  The  pardon  of  lin,  Acls  iciii.  38.  gp*  Thro^ 
this  man  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  :  And 
by  bim  all  that  believe  are  jujlified  from  all  things j  from 
Hvbich  ye  could  not  b^  j^ftificd  by  the  law  of  hlfes. 
Th^  (inner  having  this  acl  of  grace  pafTed  in  his  fa- 
vour, is  fully  indemnified  as  to  all  crimes  connmitted 
by  Mui  againft  the  honoqr  and  law  of  (he  King  of 
}ieaven,  fo  as  they  fhaU  never  b^  charged  u^on  iiim 
4ny  more.    Here  I  ihall  fbew, 

1.  What  pardon  is^ 

2.  The  properties  of  it^ 

3.  Its  many  fweet  names,  that  difcover  the  mature 
of  it 

Firfl^  \  (hall  fiiew  what  pardon  is.  It  is  not  the  ta^ 
king  away  the  nature  of  fin,  pardoned  fin  is  fiill  fin  \ 
Qod  |i(iti^c&  (h(  linner,  but  will  never  juftify  his  fijAs 
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Nor  is  it  the  removing  of  the  intrinfic  demerit  of  fin"; 
it  ftill  defcrves  condemnation,  though  it  (hall  never 
aftually  condemn  the  finner,  Rom.  viii.  i.  Nor  is  it 
a  fimple  adjourning  of  the  punifhment,  a  reprieve  is 
no  pardon. 

There  are  four  things  to  be  confidered  in  fin.  (i.) 
The  reigning  power  of  it,  which  is  broken  in  rege* 
neration  and  fanclification,  Horn.  vi.  i^.  (2.)  'J'hc 
blot  and  fiain,  which  is  taken  away  in  the  gradual 
advances  of  fanfti&cation,  i  Cor.  vi,  11.  (3.)  The 
indwelling  power,  which  is  removed  in  glorification, 
Hcb.  sii.  23.  (4.)  The  guilt,  which  is  taken  away  in 
pardon. 

Guilt  is  an  obligation  to  punifhment.  The  guilt 
of  an  unjuftified  linner  is  an  obligation  lying  upott 
his  head,  to  bear  the  wrath  and  eternal  vengeance  of 
God,  to  fatisfy  juftice  for  the  breaking  of  his  law.  It 
is  a  bond  binding  him  to  go  to  the  prifon  of  hell, 
and  lie  there  till  he  hath  paid  the  utmoft  farthing  of 
his  debt  ol  fin,  2  TheflT.  i.  9.  It  arifes  from  the  lane- 
tion  of  tiie  law,  Gen.  ii.  17.  So  that  the  fiimer,  like 
Shimei,  having  broke  his  conSnement,  is  a  man  of 
death. 

Paixlon  is  the  taking  away  of  this  guilt,  this  dreid- 
ful  obligation.  While  the  criminal  Hands  bound 
with  the  coids  of  guilt  for  execution,  a  pardonipg 
God  fays.  Deliver  his  foul  frovi  going  down  to  the  pit,t 
'  bave  found  a  Tanfom,  Job  xxxiii.  2.^.  Pardon  cuts  the 
knot,  whereby  guilt  tics  iin  and  wrath  together,  can- 
cels the  bond  obliging  the  linner  to  pay  his  debt,  «- 
verfes  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  puts  him 
out  of  the  law's  reach. 

Secondly,  I  am  to  Ihew  the  properties  of  this  pardon. 
Thefe  are  chiefly  three.     It  is, 

I.  Full;  Micah  vii.  19.  Thou  wHt  cafl  all  their  fia 
into  the  depths  of  the  fea.  Cul.  ii.  13.  —  Having  far- 
given  you  all  trefpoffes.  All  the  man's  fins  are  pardon* 
ed  together.  God  tives  no  half-pardons  ;  it  luits  not 
eithej'  the  riches  of  his  gracc;,  nor  the  ^nner'5  5]  "^ 
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'fify.  For  one  leak  will  fink  the  flxip,  and  fo  will  one 
UDpardoned  fin  damn  the  foul.  Great;  and  fmall  fins, 
fins  againil  the  gofpel  and  the  law,  the  moft  hainous 
and  lefs  hainous,  in  the  happy  hour  of  pardon,  fink 
down  all  together  into  the  fea  of  the  Redeemer's 
blood,  Jet.  1.  20.  And  every  fin  is  fully  pardoned  : 
God  does  not  in  juftification  pardon  the  fault,  but  re- 
ferve  the  punilhment,  as  the  Papifts  fay,  to  make 
room  for  their  fatisfactions  in  this  life  and  in  purga- 
tory. For  where  there  is  no  fault,  there  can  be  no 
ground  for  punilhment,  and  Chrift's  blood  is  the  only 
purgatory,  Heb.  i.  3. 

As  to  the  queftion,  Whether  all  fins,  paft,  prefcnt, 
'  and  to  come,  are  pardoned  together  and  at  once  in 
juftification  ?  As  to  fins  paft  and  prefcnt,  there  is  no 
difficulty,  they  are  all  at  once  pardoned.  As  to  fins 
to  come,  a  juftificd  perfon  being  in  Chrift,  can  never 
more  incur  the  guilt  of  eternal  wrath,  but  only  the 
guilt  of  fatherly  chaftifemcnts,  fo  that  the  pardon  bc- 
tore  defcribed  needs  never  be  more  renewed.  And 
the  only  pardon  a  juftificd  perfon  h.is  to  feek  is  thac 
of  the  guilt  of  fatherly  anger,  with  the  intimation  of 
the  other  pardon.  For  if  a  juftificd  perfon  could 
ever  again  be  liable  actually  to  the  eternal  wrath  of 
God  for  his  fin,  then  either  he  muft  fall  from  his  u- 
-nion  vnth  Chrift,  which  is.indiffolublc,  or  he  may  be 
in  Chrift,  and  yet  under  condemnation!^  Rom.  viii.  i. 
Befides,  a  perfon  once  in  Chrift  is  no  more  under  the 
dominion  of  the  law,  and  therefore  cannot  be  under 
its  curfe,  Rom.  vi.  14,  &  vii.  4.  * 

2.  Free:  So  fays  the  text,  Being  juflljied  freely ^ 
Col.  ii,  13.  It  is  free  to  us,  though  to  Chrift  it  was 
the  price  of  blood.  What  have  we  to  give  for  a  par- 
don ?  Could  we  weep  as  many  tears  as  the  fea  has 
drops,  afHicl  ourfclves  as  many  years  as  the  world  has 
ftood  minutes,  ic  would  not  buy  a  pardon,  fince  it  is 
not  infinite,  Pfal.  xliv.  8.  Our  beft  duties  are  but 
•  rags,  and  cannot  cover  the  menftruous  rags,  and  would 

*  See  the  author^  Mifcellany  ^eJhionSi  ^acft.  9. 
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but  cover  one  unclean  thing  with  another;  the  finso/ 
our  unrighteoufnefs  with  the  fins  of  our  lighteouf- 
nefs.  The  {Inner  never  pays  for  it,  nor  can  pay  for 
it,  If.  xliii.  24.  2$. 

3.  Unalterable  and  irrevocable.  Temporal  mcrciM 
are  lent,  but  pardon  is  given;  it  is  a  gracc-gifit,  (Rom> 
xi.  29.)*  ''^^^  ^^'^'^  never  repents  of  the  bellowing  of. 
When  God  writes  a  finner's  pardon,  whoever  quar* 
jel  it,  coofcience,  Satan,  ^c.  ;  God  fays.  What  I 
have  written,  1  have, written.  Come  after  what  will, 
it  muft  ftand  for  ever.  No  following  miidemeanors 
can  take  it  oiF,  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  /  tvili  forget  their  in- 
iquity, and  I  ■will  remember  their  Jtn  no  more.  If.  liv. 
9. — /  havefworn,  thai  I  would  not  be  wroth  ivilh  thtf, 
mr  rebuke  thee,  &c.  A  child  of  God  may  lofe  the 
fenfe  of  his  pardon,  but  the  pardon  itfelf  is  written  in 
the  Mediator's  blood,  and  fu  is  one  of  thofe  fame  mer- 
cies mentioned  11)  Iv.  3. 

Thirdly,  Farther  to  Ihew  the  nature  of  pardon  of 
fin,  it  has  many  fweet  names,  difcoveiing  its  nature. 
And, 

I.  It  is  a  blotting  out  of  fin:  /,  even  /,  fjys  Jehovih, 
am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranknjfwns  for  inine  vmn 
fake.  If.  xliii.  25.  This  is  ap  aliuiion  to  a  creditor,  who 
when  he  difcbarges  a  debt,  fcores  it  out  of  his  couOt' 
book.  Sin  is  a  debt,  the  worft  of  debts.  We  can- 
not pay  it,  we  cannot  cfcape  the  hands  of  our  cre- 
ditor. And  alas  !  we  are  ready  to  deny  our  debt, 
will  not  come  to  count  and  reckoning,  as  long  as  wc 
can  get  it  Ihifted.  So  the  debt  Hands  in  God's  book. 
But  the  finner  being  apprehended,  as  faid  is,  he  is 
bropght  to  count  and  reckoning.  God  produces  the 
large  account.  'Ihe  finner's  heart  fails  at  the  fight; 
he  falls  down,  confeiTes  his  debt,  and  his  inability  to 
pay,  flies  to  the  great  Cautioner,  faying,  II ndertake fot 
we,  Pfal.  cxix,  122.  and  Chrift  fjys,.  All  thy  wants  be 
on  me,  Ihen  God  takes  the  pen,  dips  it  in  the 
Mediator's  blood,  and  crofs-fcores  all  the  liuner*^  «• 
fount,  ^cts  iii.  ig.  Col,  iii  i^^  ,^J 
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2*  A  not  imputing  oi  fin,  Pfal.  xxxii.  2.  Blejfed  is 
the  man  unio  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity.  This 
is  a  metaphor  from  merchants,  who,  when  a  rich 
frieDct  undertakes  for  one  of  their  poor  debtors, 
charge  their  accounts  no  more  upon  him  ;  they  will 
fcek  him  no  more  for  it.  God  took  Chrift's  iingle 
bond  for  the  debt  of  all  that  would  put  themfelves  in 
Chrift's  poor's  roll  by  faith.  So  as  foon  as  a  finner  comes 
to  Chrift  by  faith,  and  gives  in  his  name  as  a  broken 
man,  unable  to  pay  his  debt,  accepting  of  Chrift  as 
Cautioner,  God  imputes  fm  no  more  to  that  man. 
What  accounts  have  been  taken  on  by  the  finner,  he 
leaves  to  the  Son  to  clear  with  his  Father.  This 
is  fuftained  in  the  court  of  heaven ;  the  creditor  and 
cautioner  take  the  matter  between  them,  and  the  debt 
is  charged  no  more  on  the  finner. 

3.  A  taking  of  the  burden  of  fin  from  off  the  fin- 
ner, Pfal.  xxKii.  i«  Hof.  xiv.  2.  Sin  is  a  heavy  bur- 
den, a  burden  increafing  every  day,  to  the  unpar- 
doned finner.  It  funk  down  the  angels  from  their 
firfi  habitation,  and  is  a  weight  that  they  and  the 
damned  in  hell  are  wredling  under  at  this  d^y,  but 
unable  to  get  it  oiF.  The  unawakened  finner  finds  it 
not;  but  when  the  confcience  is  awakened,  it  burdens 
the  finner  all  over ;  it  is  a  burden  on  his  head,  on  his 
fpirit,  on  his  back.  In  the  day  of  pardon  the  finner 
falls  down  under  his  burden,  looks  to  Chrift  the  great 
Burden-bearer,  and  God  comes  and  takes  his  burden 
off  his  back,  and  bids  him  ftand  upright.  And  no 
leis  hand  can  do  it,  Numb.  xiv.  17.  18.  19. 

4.  A  wattling  of  the  finner,  i  Cor.  vi.  1 1.  Put  ye 
are  waJheJ.  They  that  have  unpardoned  guilt  on 
them,  they  have  not  only  a  heavy,  but  a  foul,  filthy 
burden  on  them.  And  they  muft  be  waflied,  and 
thoroughly  waflied,  for  it  tlicks  dolefully  to  the  foul, 
Pfal.  li.  2.  Wujh  me  tboraw^hly  from  mine  iniquityy  and 
ctcanfe  me  from  my  fin.  Drih  11c  as  a  fuller  or  waulkcr 
doch  cloth  in  a  waulk-mill.  Compare  Mil.  iii.  2. 
Hence  the  Lord  ofier*^^  1£  i.  18.  Come  now  and  let  us 
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Ted/on  together,  faith  the  Lord:  though  your  Jtns 
fcarlet,  they  Jball  be  as  white  as  /now  ;  though  th, 
red  like  crimfon,  they  Jhall  be  as  ivooL  la  the  da 
pardon,  t!ie  Lord  fprinkles  the  finner  with  the  Mi 
ator's  blood,  and  he  is  made  clean,  yea  dips  him  in 
fountain,  Zech,  siii.  i.  and  he  is  purged  and  pur 
from  all  fin,  i  John  i.  7. 

5.  A  difraiffing  or  rcmifiion  of  fin,  Mattb.  vi. 
Piom.  iii.  25.  God  does  not  only  take  it  away, 
fends  it  away.  The  finner's  guilt  is  laid  over 
Chrift,  as  the  fcape-goat  who  bears  it  away,  ncva 
return  on  the  finner.  Sin  is  a  ftrong  tic,  wherebyi 
iinneris  bound  down  to  the  pit,  foas  hec^innot  lif 
his  head  to  the  Lord  with  true  confidence.  Pai 
brings  a  relaxation  to  the  finner,  cutting  afunder 
cords  of  death.  It  is  a  fending  back  ot  fin,  away 
the  finner,  back  to  the  devil  from  whence  it  cam 

6.  Thedifpelling  of  a  thick  cloud,  ir.xliv.  22, 
is  a  cloud  rifing  from  below  ;  a  watery  cloud,  a  black 
cloud,  a  thick  cloud  ;  which  once  drowned  the  whole 
world  except  thofe  in  the  ark.  It  hangs  night  and 
day  over  the  head  of  the  unpardoned  finner,  go  where 
lie  will.  He  cannot  fee  the  face  of  Ood  through  it; 
it  vails  his  mercy,  wraps  him  up  in  blacknels  of  dark* 
iiefs,  that  he  can  hive  no  communion  with  heaven. 
But  pardon,  like  the  fliining  fun,  breaks  through  the 
cloud,  and  diflblvesit ;  and  fike  a  mighty  wind,  there 
is  a  breathing  from  thcthrone  of  grace,  LJiat  rends  ths' 
cloud,  and  fcatters  it,  be  it  never  lb  thick;  fo  that  all 
the  finner's  guilt  as  a  cloud  vanifhes  away,  and  ap- 
pears no  more.  Thus  the  foul  is  reftorcd  to  the  light 
of  God's  countenance,  and  may  look  up  with  coil' 
fi-Jence  and  joy,  Job  xxxiii,  24.  26.  I 

7.  A  catling  of  lin  beiiind  the  Lord's  back,  If. 
xxxviii.  17.  David  fays  his  fin  'jjas  ever  befare  him,  Pial;,- 1 
li.  4.;  before  hin>,  astheacculer  ftood  before  the  acco*  \ 
fed  face  to  face.  Praying  for  pardon,  he  prays  God  ^ 
would  hide  his  face  (rom  it,  Pfal.  li.  9.  A  pardonine,  J 
God  will  not  look  on  the  fin  of  the  unuer  that  is  iai| 
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Chrifty  Numb,  xxiii.  21.  He  hath  noi  beheld  iniquity 
in  Jacobj  neither  hath  he  feen  ferverfenefs  in  IJrael. 
The  Lord  fitting  on  a  throne  of  grace,  to  which  the 
believer  carries  his  procefs  from  the  throne  of  ftrift 
juftrce,  when  Satan  gives  in  his  bill  or  libel  agiinft  the 
believer,  takes  it  and  cads  it  away  behind  his  back,  as 
not  to  look  on  it,  nor  charge  him  with  it. 

8.  A  cafting  it  into  the  depths  of  the  fea,  Mic.  vii. 
19.  O  the  fulnefs  of  that  expreflion  !  He  will  not  cad 
them  into  a  brook  or  river,  what  falls  in  there  may  be 
potup  again  perhaps;  but  into  the  fea,  where  we  rcc- 
ItoA  a  thing  dead  that  falls.  But  there  are  fome  flnl- 
knv  places  in  the  fea  ;  he  will  cad  them  into  the  depths 
>f  the  fea,  thefc  devouring  depths.  But  what  if  they 
ink  not  f  he  will  caft  them  in  with  force  and  power, 
that  they  fliall  go  to  the  ground,  and  link  as  lead  in 
die  ocean  of  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

9.  A  covering  of  fin,  Pfal.  xxxii.  i.  This  is  an  al- 
u  (ion  to  the  Ifraelites  in  their  camp  in  the  wildernefs, 
vho  were  to  go  with  a  paddle,  and  cover  their  excre- 
iients,  Deut.  xxiii.  14.  It  is  the  fame  word  in  the 
rlcbrew.  It  is  a  covering  of  it  fo  as  to  hide  it,  that 
t  ihall  not  appear.  Sin  is  the  word  of  pollutions,  but 
I  pardon  fpreads  a  cover  over  it,  that  it  fhall  not  ap- 
)ear  any  more.  God  condemned  dn  in  the  fledi  of 
Zihrid,  Rom.  viii.  3.  and  therefore  as  foon  as  the  foul 
akes  hold  of  Chrilt,  the  word  of  pardon  goes  out  of 
;tie  King's  mouth,  and  dn  like  the  face  of  Haman,  in 
uch  a  cafe,  is  covered,  never  to  fee  the  light  any 
wore. 

10.  Laflly^  which  crowns  all,  A  not  remembering 
)f  fin,  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  What  can  be  faid  more  to 
hew  the  fulnefs  of  pardon  ?  Many  forgive,  but  they 
ivill  never  forget  the  offences  done  them :  but^ifur 
3od,  when  he  pardons,  not  only  forgives,  but  a^  it 
vere  forgets  the  injury  done  to  his  glory  by  the  finner. 
t  is  true,  God's  perfections  cannot  admit  a  proper 
orgetting;  but  the  believer's  dns  are  forgotten  in 
aw,    there  is  an  irrevcrfible  aft  of  oblivion  paffcd 
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upon  them  all  iu  tlie  court  of  heaven  ;  and  God 
not  only  not  exact  the  puniihniient  of  them,  but 
treat  believers  as  kindly  as  if  they  had  never  oiFea 
him.  Looking  o  i  them  through  Chrtll:,  he  beln 
them  without  fpot. 

Behold  the  way  to  be  fecured  agalnft  fin's  find 
you  out  in  wrath.  O  uofpeakable  benefit !  Well  { 
we  fing  and  fay  witli  David,  Pfil.  xxxii.  i.  ?.  Bh 
is  he  ivhofe  tratifgrejfian  is  forgiven,  whofe  fm  is  cove, 
Blefjed  is  the  man  unto  laboin  the  Lard  imputetb  nit, 
quilt,  ^»d  in  ivhcfe  //>irit  there  is  no  guile. 

SECONDLY,  The  acceptation  of  the  perfg^ 
righteous  in  the  fight  ot  God.  Godjuftifying  ali» 
does  not  only  pardon  his  fin,  but  accepts  and  accori 
his  perfL'n  righteous  in  his  fight;  i  Cor.  v.  aijj 
hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  -mho  hieiv  no  Jin,  i 
we  might  be  made  the  nghteoufnefs  ef  God  in  him.  Jb 
iv.  6.  Even  as  David  defcribeth  the  bUJfednefs  sj 
vian  unto  ivhom  God  imputetb  righleoufnefs  •without  ^ 
Chap.  V.  ip.  By  the  obedience  of  one  Jball  many  htA 
righteous.  This  U  the  import  of  jullifying,  na|Dn 
declaring,  accepting,  or  accounting  ou?  righteoflS 
one  who  being  purfued  before  a  court,  gets  his  M 
viture,  and  is  declared  an  honeft  man  in  the 
wherewith  he  was  charged.  There  is  a  twofold!^ 
tation  in  point  of  lightcouibefs  here  to  be  c^g 
diftinguifhed.  .jj^ 

I.  An  acceptation  of  a  man's  works  as  ri^l 
2.  Uf  his  perlbn.  All  rightjoufiiefs  is  a  cooib 
to  a  law.  Whatfoevcr  comes  up  to  what  the  I^ 
niands,  is  righteous  ;  and  what  doth  not  is  Ul 
teous.  God  hath  given  unto  man  a  law,  vh 
moral  law,  which  is  the  eternal  rule  of  riglUeO^ 
that  never  changes.  So  all  righCeoufnefs  iu  t^ 
of  God  is  a  conformity  unto  tiiat  law.  Ari(i.3 
no  conformity  to  the  law,  but  what  is  fo  In  all  J 
So  that  righteoufnefs  is  a  pt-riecT:  conformity' M 
ten  commands  in  full  obedience.     Now,  there-l^ 

i.  An  acceptation  of  a  maii's  works  as  rigbua 
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GaL  ill.  12.  Tfje  man  that  dcth  them^  JI?aU  live  in  thcrn. 
He  that  doth  his  works  in  a  full  conformity  to  the  law, 
his  works  (hall  be  accepted  as  righteous.  But  where 
is  the  man  that  can  fo  do  ?  The  man  Chrift  did  fo,  and 
his  works  were  accepted  as  righteous.  But  fince 
God's  judgement  is  according  to  truth,  and  he  cannot 
account  things  to  be  what  really  they  are  not,  and  it 
is  evident  that  even  a  believer's  works  are  not  righ- 
teous in  the  eye  of  the  law ;  God  neither  doth  nor 
can,  in  the  juftifying  of  a  finner,  accept  and  account 
his  works  as  righteous.  So  that  this  acceptation  has 
no  place  in  our  juftification.  And  though  fome  of  a 
believer's  works,  namely,  his  good  works,  arc  accept- 
ed of  God,  Deut.  xxxiii.  ii.  If.  Ivi.  7.  yet  that  is 
not  in  point  of  juftification,  but  of  fanciification  ;  not 
as  righteous,  bat  as  fincere  tokens  of  their  love  to 
Ood,  as  a  father  accepts  the  work  of  his  child,  tho' 
it  be  not  quite  right,  2  Cor.  viii.  12. 

2.  An  acceptation  of  a  man's  perfon  as  righteous, 
Eph.  i.  6. — Hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved.  This 
jnay  be  done  without  any  eye  to  a  work  done  by  the 
man '  himfelf.  If  a  man  were  procefl'ed  for  a  debt  he 
really  took  on,  and  which  he  never  paid  in  his  own 
perfon  ;  yet  if  he  can  produce  the  difcharge  of  the 
debt  given  to  one  that  paid  it  for  him,  he  will  be  ab- 
iblved,  and  the  law  will  declare  him  to  be  owing  no- 
thing to  the  purfuer.  Thus  his  perfon  is  accepted  as 
righteous*  And  thus  the  believer  is  accepted  as  a 
righteous  perion  in  juftification,  though  his  works  are 
not. 

To  be  accepted  as  righteous  then,  is  to  be  account- 
ed conformable  to  the  law,  a  perfon  of  .whom  the  law 
has  what  it  requires,  and  of  wiiom  it  has  no  moie  to 
demand.  Its  demands  are  extremely  high  ;  univer(al, 
perfect,  and  uninterrupted  obedience.  But  the  beiie- 
ver,  when  he  is  juttihed,  is  accepted,  as  one  in  re. 
fpecl  ot  whom  the  debt  is  paid  to  the  uttermoft  far- 
thing, Rom.  iii.  «//.  &  x.  4.  Col.  ii.  16,  This  i3  ar\ 
yofpeakable  benefit ;  tor  thci  eby, 
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(i.)  The  bar  in  the  way  of  abounding  mercy  Is  ta- 
ken away,  fti  that  the  rivers  of  compaflion  may  flow 
towards  the  believer,  Rom.  v.  i.  ire.  Job  xsxiU.  34. 
c^V.  Many  look  confidently  for  the  mercy  of  God, 
that  will  be  difappointed  ;  the  unfatisfied  law  will  draw 
a  bir  between  them,  and  lock  up  faving  mercy,  UQ- 
der  the  bars  of  God's  juftice  and  truth,  which  cannot 
be  broken.  But  the  believer  being  accepted  as  righ- 
teous, the  law's  mouth  is  ftopt,  julticc  and  truth  have 
nothing  to  object  ag^inft  mercy's  flowing  to  them. 

.(s.)  The  perfon  is  by  this  means  adjudged  to  eter- 
nal life,  even  agreeably  to  the  conftitution  of  the  law, 
2  Thefl".  i.  (5.  7.  AcVs  xxvi.  18.  Life  was  promifedin 
the  firft  covenant  upon  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  ;  now 
the  law  having  all  it  can  demand  ot  the  believer,  jliS 
very  agreeable  thereto,  that  he  be  adjudged  to  ever- 
lading  life.  'Ihus  what  fets  falvation  far  from  un- 
believers, contributes  to  the  believer's  fecurity.  As  if , 
two  men  had  been  bound  feverally  in  one  tack,  and 
both  deiire  to  go  away  at  a  cerlain  time,  the  condir 
tions  are  fulfilltil  for  the  one,  but  not  for  the  other. 
'Ihc  tack  that  fccures  the  one's  liberty,  will  hold  th( 
other  fall  j  till  the  conditions  be  fulfilled,  he  cannot 
go.  So  all  men  were  bound  in  the  covenant  of  workl 
to  yield  perfect  obedience:  but  having  failed,  Chrift 
fubflituted  himfdlf  in  the  room  of  thofe  chofen  from 
among  them  to  everlalling  life,  and  gave  complete 
obedience  to  the  law  in  their  name  and  place :  on  ttot 
account  they  are  accepted  and  adjudged  to  eternal  lift^ 
and  that  agreeably  to  the  law,  which  has  got  all  itt 
demands  of  them  in  their  Surety.  But  the  reil  being 
iiiil  under  the  law,  muft  periih. 

(3.)  The  accufations  of  Satan  and  the  clamourBof 
an  evil  confcience  are  hereby  to  be  ftitled.  Sec  hoW 
the  apoftle  triumphs  over  and  bids  a  defiance  to  all  the 
believer's  accufers,  liom.  viii.  3^.  ^.ij.  Who  Jhajl  laj 
.  aiiy-ihing  to  the  charge  of  God's  dcd?  It  is  God  t/>at 
ju/llfieth  :  who  is  he  that  conc/e?7ir.etb  f  It  is  Chrift  ibof 
died,  yea  rather,  that  is,  rij'en  again ,  who  ii  evai  at  tht 
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tight  hand  9/  Qody  who  alfo  maketh  inter ceffton  for  us. 
God's  fentenc^  of  jufiification  may  be  oppofed  to  the 
condemnation  that  one  may  be  laid  under  from  devils 
and  men.  He  that  has  the  difcharge  of  the  debt  in 
bis  pocket,  needs  not  fear  what  any  can  fay  or  do 
pnto  him  on  s^ccount  of  the  debt. 

(4.)  Laftly^  He  needs  not  feek  acceptance  of  his  per- 
(bo  with  God  by  his  works,  for  he  has  it  already  ano- 
ther way.  This  is  the  way  hypocrites  take  for  accept- 
ance^  that  will  not  come  to  Chrift.  But  alas !  they 
dp  not  confider  that  they  are  labouring  in  vain  ;  it 
is  impoilible  to  get  it  that  way,  Rom.  ix«  30.  31.  32. 
What  Jball  we  fay  then  ?  That  the  Ge?2ti/es  which  foU 
Iw^ed  not  after  right eoufnefs^  have  attained  to  righteouf" 
pefs^  even  the  rightfoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  :  but  Ifrael^ 
which  followed  after  the  law  of  rightectifnefs^  hath  not  at» 
tained  to  the  hw  of  right eoufnefs.  Wherefore?  Becaufe 
they  fought  it  not  by  faifh^  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of 
(he  law  :  for  they  fiumbled  at  that  flumb ling- Ji one*  It  is 
one  of  the  main  differences  betwixt  the  two  covenants. 
In  the  firft,  man's  works  were  to  be  accepted,  and  then 
his  perfori :  but  in  the  fecond,  iirl):  his  peribn  is  ac- 
cepted, and  then  his  works.  In  the  firfl  God  dealt  with 
inan,  as  a  mafter  with  his  fervant,  who  pleafes  hii 
mafter  jufl:  as  he  works  his  work  ;  in  the  fecond,  as  a 
father  with  his  child,  who  pleafes  his  father  as  he  is 
his  own  child,  and  fo  his  work  is  taken  off  his  hand,, 
fuch  as  it  is.  So  they  that  feek  acceptance  with  God 
by  their  works,  go  quite  contrary  tu  the  nature  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  bold  on  the  way  of  the  cove- 
nant of  works,  in  which  one  will  never  thrive  now. 
But  th^  believer  is  not  fct  down  to  blow  at  fuch  a 
cold  coal.     So  far  of  the  parts  of  juftiiication. 

m 

\l\P  The  next  general  head  is  to  fliew  the  caufe  of 
pur  jullification,  namely,  the  meritorious  or  procu- 
ring, or  material  caule  of  it.  When  we  confider  what 
the  jullification  of  a  linner  is,  well  may  we  with  won- 
der cry  out,  How  <;an  thcfc  things  be !   How  can  a 
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guilty  (inner  be  pardoned  by  a  jaft  and  jealous  God!  J 
an  UDrighteous  one  accepted  as  righteous,  by  an  in- 
(initely-pcrfecb  Judge  !     We  fee  in  the  world,  among 
men,  fuch  a  thing  brought  to  pafs  by  feveral  means. 

1.  By  the  powerfulnefa  of  the  guilty  party,  that  the 
judge  dare  not  but  let  them  go  free.  Some  men  are  lb 
unhappy  for  themfelves  and  others  as  to  be  too  ftrong 
for  laws,  as  David  complains  of  Joab  and  Abifhii, 
laying,  Thcfe  men  the  fim  of  Zeruiab  be  too  bard  forme, 
2  Sam.  m.ult.  ;  and  their  begging  a  pardon  is  in  efFeft 
a  commanding  of  it.  But  what  is  worm  man  before 
the  omnipotency  of  God  ?  where  is  he  that  is  able  to 
inake  head  againft  him,  that  in  his  favour  he  fliould 
fervert  judgement?  Job  xxxiv.  la.  ib'c. 

2.  By  the  wcaknefs  of  the  judge's  undcrflandiog, 
that  he  cannot  get  guilt  fixed  on  the  guilty.  Some- 
times the  crime  is  lb  hiddenly  committed,  that  man 
cannot  fay  this  is  the  gtiilty  man.  Sometimes  whett 
the  judge  is  convinced  of  the  party's  guilt,  yet  he  cm 
by  no  means  legally  fix  it  on  him,  and  lb  there  isi 
necefiity  to  pafs  him.  But  God  is  omnifcicnt,  and 
can  never  be  at  a  !ofs  to  difcovcr  the  guilty  perfon, 
nor  want  evidence  to  fix  it  upon  him,  Pfal.cxxxii. 
7.    I  Sam.  ii.  3. 

3.  By  bribes.  Thefe  blind  the  eyes  of  the  wife,  and 
pervert  judgement.  But  what  can  we  give  to  God, 
who  have  nothing  but  what  is  his  ?  Job  xli.  1 1.  Hit 
infinite  fulnefs  and  alMuiliciency  lets  him  beyond  all 
poflibility  of  afFcciing  him  thus,  Job  xsxvi.  19.  And 
if  we  would  effay  to  affecl  him  with  our  gocdntfs,  r^ 
jientance,  or  reformation,  behold  he  is  beyond  thdJ 
too,  Job  xsxv.  7.  !f  then  be  rigbleaus,  ivbat  ghi^ 
thou  him  ?  or  ivbat  recelveth  he  of  thi/ie  hand  f 

4.  Liijlly,  By  feud  or  fAvour  prevailing  over  refpcfl 
to  jufticc.  But  with  God  there  is  no  refpect  of  per- 
ions.  All  are  alike  to  him.  And  he  neither  defpif« 
any,  fo  as  not  to  regard  what  they  do,  which  fome- 
times  makes  Ibme  guilty  ones  gel  free.  Job  xxxvi.  5. 
^■nd  there  is  no  prcpoltcrous  pity  ■with  iiim  i;i  jre^ 


Of  Jujlification.  2 1 5 

dice  of  juftice,  as  there  is  in  fome  men  of  a  too  foft 
difpofition,  to  execute  juftice,  Pfal.  xi.  6.  7. 

From  all  which  it  follows,  that  there  is  fome  juft 
ground,  upon  which  a  finner  believing  is  juftified  be- 
lore  God.     And  we  muft  inquire  what  that  is. 

First,  Negatively.  It  is  not  upon  any  worth  or 
merit  in  the  finner  himftl/.  The  text  rejefts  that,  Be- 
ing juftified  freely  by  his  grace.  We  neither  are  nor 
can  be  juftified  by  our  inherent  righteoufnefs,  or  good 
works.    For, 

1.  Scripture  exprefsly  teaches,  that  we  are  not  nor 
can  be  juftified  by  our  own  works,  but  by  faith, 
which  leads  us  to  the  rightcoufnefs  of  another,  Rom. 
iii.  2©.  (compare  Pfal.  cxliii.  2.)  28.  Gal.  ii.  16.  All 
works  are  excluded  without  diftinftion  or  limitation, 
and  faith  and  works  are  oppofed  |  the  latter  being  in* 
confiftent  with  gofpel-grace,  Rom.  xi.  6. 

2.  The  way  of  a  finner's  juftification  laid  down  in 
the  gofpel  excludes  boafting,  Rom.  iii.  27.  But  jufti- 
fication by  works  excludes  it  not,  ibid,  but  leaves 
ground  for  it,  Rom.  iv.  2.  It  is  the  defign  of  the  go- 
Ipel  to  exclude  it,  Eph.  ii.  9.  &o  that  that  way  is  op- 
pofite  to  the  defign  of  the  gofpel. 

3.  Laftly^  All  our  good  works  are  imperfecl,  If.  Ixiv. 
6.  and  they  arc  mixed  with  many  finful  works,  Jam. 
iii.  2.  So  that  they  can  never  make  a  righteoulhefs 
which  is  truly  and  properly  fo  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
•\nd  therefore  to  declare  a  man  righteous  on  the  ac- 
count of  them,  would  be  to  declare  befides  the  truth. 
But  w^  are  fare  that  the  judgement  of  God  is  ac  cor  din/ 
to  truth,  Rom.  ii.  2.  It  mull  be  a  perfect  rightcouf- 
nefs on  which  a  perfon  can  be  juftified  before  a  holy, 
juft  God.  For  the  relaxation  of  the  golpcl  is  not,  that 
an  imperfect  righteoulnefij  is  accepted  inttc.id  of  a  per- 
fect one,  Rom.  iii.  ult.  Ihis  perfect  rightcoufnefs  can 
never  be  patched  up  of  our  imperfect  pieces  of  obedi- 
ence. 

Nay,  fuppofc  we  could  perfectly  obey  the  law  from 
the  moment  of  our  converlion,  yea  of  our  birth ;  all 
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is  due  fof  itfelf.  How  could  thit  fatisfy  for  the  iin 
we  were  bom  with,  or  our  fins  before  converfioa  I 
Repentance  and  tears  cannot  fatisfy.  Without  I 
dinp;  of  blood  there  is  no  remiOion.  And  if  once  the 
law  get  down  the  finaer  to  be  fatisfied  of  him,  boi 
fhall  he  get  up  again  ? 

And  neither  can  they  contribute  fo  much  as  in  pirt 
tojuftify  us.  l''or(i.)  At  that  rate  the  grace  of  God 
fhould  be  fo  far  excluded,  and  fonie  room  left  for 
boafting.  (a.)  The  cleaneft  of  our  own  robes  would 
effectually  ruin  us,  if  not  wafiied  in  the  Lamb's  blood. 
And  (_'^.)  Chrill's  righteoufnefs  is  perfect,  and  not 
dealt  by  ftreds. 

Secosjdly,  PoQtively.  The  rif:;hteoufnefs  of  Chrill 
is  the  procuring  caiife  of  our  juftification.  In  hand- 
ling of  this,  I  Ihall  (hew, 

1.  What  Chrill's  righteoufnefs  is. 

2.  That  we  are  jufttfied  by  Chrill's  righteoitfoefs. 
g.  What  way  a  finner  can  be  juftilied  hv  a  righ- 
teoufnefs not  wrought  by  himfelf,  but  by  Chrift. 

4-  How  the  juftitying  of  a  finner  thus  confifta  willi 
the  honour  of  God's  jultice,  and  of  his  law. 

5.  How  it  confifls  with  free  grace. 

Firfl,  I  fiall  fliew  what  Chrill's  righteoufnefs  i). 
There  is  a  twofold  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  (i.)  HiJ 
eifential  righteoufnefs,  which  he  had  from  eternity  u 
God.  T!iis  was  common  to  all  the  three  perfons,  and 
natural-,  and  therefore  cannot  be  that  righ teoufndi 
of  Chrirt  whereby  finners  are  juftined..  (2.)  His  me- 
diatory righteoufnefs,  peculiar  to  him  as  the  Father'l 
fervant,  and  the  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  man. 
This  is  it.  And  that  was  his  conformity  to  the  Ijw, 
in  the  perfect  obedience  he  gave  it,  when  he  put  hi) 
neck  under  the  yoke  of  th.e  law  for  an  elect  world,  tO 
fatisfy  it,  in  ail  that  it  had  to  demand  of  them. 

I.  He  obeyed  the  commands  of  it,  Phil.  ii.  18. 
All  the  ten  commands  in  tiitir  utmoll  extent  had  their 
due  from  him,  in  both  tables.  He  was  born  holy  with* 
out  fin;  he  hved  without  blcmilh,  being  holy,  harmlA 
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tflidefiled^  and  feparated  from  fihners ;  and  was  ever 
doing  good.  His  obedience  was  univerfal ;  as  to  all 
the  commands,  he  kept  them;  perfeft  as  to  every 
tommand^  in  the  diegrfces  of  it  required  by  the  law  ; 
tonfbmt  and  perpetual,  'virithout  the  leaft  interrup- 
tion ;  and  voluntary  "and  unconftrained,  in  refpedt  of 
the priiicipTe  df  heartinefs  and  w^IlUngnefs  in  it.  Thus 
he  did,  as  became  him,  fulfil  all  righteaufnefs,  Matth. 
iiu  154 

2*  He  fuffered  the  penalty  of  the  law,  which  had 
been  broken,  Phil.  ii.  8.  The  elect's  debt  was  charged 
iipon  him  completely,  and  he  anfwered  for  it;  Then 
be  reftored  that  v)hich  be  took  not  dway,  Pfal.  Ixix.  4. 
Death  was  the  penalty,*  Geii.  ii.  17.  And  death  in  its 
various  fhapes  feized  on  him.  The  forerunners  of  it 
met  him  at  his  firll  entrance  into  the  world,  when  he 
was  bdm  in  a  very  low  condition,  and  was  forced  to  be 
carried  into  Egypt,  to  fave  him  from  Herod's  bloody 
hands.  They  hung  about  him  all  the  days  of  his  life^ 
to  that  he  was  a  man  of  forrows,  though  not  of  fin. 
At  length  death  advanced  againft  him  with  all  its  joint 
forces  together ;  and  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  all  fet 
Cn  him  together,  till  they  brought  him  to  the  duft  of 
death ;  and  then  he  was  carried  death's  prifoner  to 
the  grave,  where  he  lay  till  it  was  declared  the  debt 
Ivas  paid,  and  the  law  bad  no  more  to  demand. 

'Thus  he  conformed  himfelf  to  the  law,  and  fatisfied 
It  in  all  points^  And  this  was  his  rightcoufnefs,  aind 
that  Very  rightcoufnefs  upon  which  every  believing 
.£nner  is  jultified,  as  a  debtor  is  abfolved  from  the 
Greditor's  libel  of  debt,  feeing  the  debt  is  paid  by  a 
cautioner. 

Secondly,  I  fliall  fliew  that  we  ate  juftified  by  the 
tighteoulhefs  of  Chrift.- 

I .  This  is  the  plain  doctrine  of  the  fcripttires  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  where  he  is  called  our  Irtghieoufnep^ 
Jer.  xxiii.  6i  See  If.*  xlv^  24.  25.  The  apoitle,  i  Cor. 
i^  30.  tells  us,  that  he  is  made  righttoufnefs  to  us,  not 
by  effecling  our  righteoufnefs,  as  lie  is  our  fandificit- 
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lion,  for  then  juftificatlon  and  famflifi cation  fliould  be 
one  and  the  lame  ;  but  by  imputation.  And  2  Cor, 
V,  a  1 .  loe  are  made  the  r'lghtemfnefs  of  God  in  hm^ 
Ihis  was  the  only  lighteoufnefs  Paul  dcfired  to  fliei- 
ter  himfelf  under,  Phi!,  iii.  9.  In  a  word,  he  is  the 
fecond  Adam,  Horn.  v.  1  8.  ly,  Iherefore  as  by  the  of- 
fence of  07ie  jiidgemsnt  came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation: 
even  fi,  by  the  ris^htcoufnefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  camt 
upon  all  men  untojuflification  of  life.  For  as  by  one  man'i 
difobedience  many  were  made  Jtnners  :  fo  by  the  obedisnu 
nf  one  fhall  many  be  made  righteous. 

2 .  Our  juilification  is  the  juilification  of  the  ungod- 
ly, Rom.  iv.  5. ;  which  cannot  be  therefore  bv  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  another,  even 
of  a  Redeemer,  according  to  that,  Rom.  v.  9.  Much 
more  being  now  juflified  by  his  blood,  we  fhall  be  favid 
from  wrathihrough  him  ;  our  fins  being  imputed  to  him, 

and  histigfeteoufnefs  to  us,  Gal.  iii.  13.  Chrifl  hi^b 
redeemed  iis  from  the  curfc  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curft 
for  us. 

3.  Lof}ly,  There  is  notliing  elfe  we  can  lay  claim  to, 
which  can  llicisfy  the  liw.  And  it  muft  needs  be  fa- 
tisfied  ere  the  fmner  can  be  juftificd.  For  the  law 
inuft  be  magnified  and  made  honourable.  Hence  the 
fcripture  does  fo  much  notice,  that  by  tliis  way  the 
law  is  ellablifhed,  which  otherwile  would  be  under- 
rained,  Rom.  iii.  31.  its  righteoufnefs  tuliilled,  Rom. 
viii.  4.  and  hath  its  end  for  perfection,  chap.  x.  ^. 

Thirdly,  I  proceed  to  fliew  what  way  a  linner  can 
be  juftified  by  a  righteoufnefs  not  wrought  by  himfelf, 
hue  by  Chrirt.  This  will  be  clear,  if  ye  coufider  thcfe 
i'our  concurring  grounds. 

I.  Chiift's  furetiihip,  which  he  voluntarily  tookoti 
himfelf,  Hel).  vil.  12.  What  Chrift  did  and  fufTered, 
he  did  and  fuffered  as  a  public  perfon,  for  an  eleft 
world,  not  as  a  private  perfon  for  himfelf.  They  took 
on  the  debt,  he  paid  it  for  them;  what  the  law  or 
juftlce  had  to  demand  of  him,  he  undertook  to  cleaT 
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for  their  behoof •  Thus  a  foundation  is  laid  for  juflifi- 
cation  by  his  rigbteoufnefs^ 

2.  The  gofpel-ofFer,  wherein  Chrift  and  all  his  fal- 
vation  and  benefits  are  freely  offered  to  all  fuch  as  will 
receive  the  fame.  There  he  is  offered  in  a  fiiitablenefs 
to  the  needs  of  finners,  Rev,  iii.  i8.  And  amongft 
other  things,  Chrift  with  his  righteoufnefs  is  offered  to 
the  unrighteous,  as  with  his  fanftifying  Spirit  to  the 
unholy.  Tlius  his  righteoufnefs  is  in  a  fair  way  tp 
become  theirs,  as  a  free  gift  to  be  theirs  to  whom  it 
is  offered. 

.  3.  The  faith  of  the  eleft,  whereby  Chrift's  righ- 
teoufnefs becomes  actually  theirs.  Gal,  ii.  16.  Knew- 
ing  that  a  man  is  not  jufttfied  by  the  works  of  the  lawj 
but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrifly  even  we  have  believe^ 
in  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  that  we  might  be  jujlified  by  the  faith 
if  Chrift^  and  not  by  t}yt  works  of  the  law :  for  by  the 
nvorks  of  the  law  fhall  no  fief}}  be  juflified*  For  it  is  the 
very  nature  of  faith  to  receive  the  free  gift  of  righ- 
teoufnefs, and  by  our  receiving  ir  upon  the- offer  it  be- 
comes ours.  But  there  is  no  way  to  receive  Clirill*s 
righteoufnefs,  but  with  himfelf  j  for  God  gives  not 
Chrift's  benefits  apart  from  himfelf,  but  with  himfelf, 
which  is  the  way  of  the  covenant.  And  hence  we 
may  fee  three  thing«=. 

(1.)  That  it  is  by  faith  only  Chrift^s  righteoufnefs  be- 
comes ours,  and  that  we  have  an  adual  intercft  in  it, 
and  are  put  in  pofleffion  of  it,  Phil.  iii.  9. — ihe  righ- 
teoufnep  which  is  by  faith.  Whatever  founaation  may 
be  laid  for  it  in  the  decree  of  God's  eleciionj  and  in 
Chrifl's  fatisfaftion  in  our  ftea(^,  yet  it  is  not  but  Ijy 
faith  that  we  are  poflfeffed  of  it,  or  can  plead  it  before 
the  Lord,  For  as  Adarn's  fin  cannot  hurt  us,  till  we 
have  a  being  in  him  naturally  ;  fo  Chrift's  righteouf- 
Befs  cannot  profit  us,  till  we  be  in  hiu)  by  faith. 

(2.)  How  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  becomes  ours  by 
faith.  Faith  unites  us  to  Chrift  in  the  way  of  the  Ipi- 
ritual  marriage-covenant,  Eph.  iii.  17.  Beins:  united 
(Q  UiiPf  we  b^ve  a  co(pmunion  with  hiui  in^  all  the  b^? 

E  e  ^ 
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nefits  of  his  piirchafe,  and  fo  in  his  righteoufneft, 
which  is  one  of  the  chief  of  them.  He  himfelf  is  ours 
by  faith  ;  and  ft>  all  that  is  his  is  ours  for  our  gQod. 
'Ihis  union  being  moft  real,  the  communion  is  ib  too. 
And  hence  we  are  faid  to  be  crucified  'with  him.  Gal. 
ii,  50.  buried  with  him,  Rom,  vi.  4.  yea  raifed  witb 
Jjtntt  Eph.  ii.  6. 

(3.)  How  wc  are  juftificd  by  faith.  Not  that  faith 
is  our  righteoufnefs ;  for  our  righteoufnefs  is  not  onr 
faith,  but  we  get  it  by  faith,  Phil.  iii.  p.  Wc  are 
juflitied  by  it  inilrumentally,  as  we  fay  one  is  eoricli' 
ed  by  a  marriage,  when  by  it  he  gets  what  makes  him 
rich.  So  th^it  faith  is  that  whereby  the  foul  is  mar- 
ried to  Ghrift  ;  and  being  married  to  him  has  commu- 
nion with  him  in  his  righteoufnefs,  which  jufit£cs 
the  perfon  before  God. 

4.  God's  imputation,  whereby  he  reckons  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs  to  be  the  believer's  in  law  ;  is  the  judge 
fuftainsthehufband's  payment  for  the  wife's,  and  fbab- 
iblves  her  from  any  action  the  purfuer  can  have  againtl 
her  for  the  debt,  Rom.  iv.  6.  Tim  imputation  or 
reckoning  of  the  Judge  is  according  to  the  truth  of 
the  thing,  Chriii's  righteoufnefs  being  really  the  b^ 
liever's  righteoufnefs  antecedently  to  the  iinputation, 
namely,  by  faith.  So  that  Chiiil's  righteoufnefs  ii 
imputed  to  the  believer,  becaufe  it  is  really  his;  and 
js  not  therefore  reahy  his,  becaufe  it  is  imputed  CO 
him. 

Fourthly,  I  come  now  to  fliew  how  the  juflifyingof 
a  iinner  thus  confifts  with  the  honour  of  God's  juftice, 
and  of  his  law.  Very  well  does  it  fo  confifl ;  for  God') 
juftice  and  law  have  more  honour  by  Chrift's  obedi- 
ence and  death  than  they  could  have  had  by  the  olfr 
dience  or  death  of  the  juflified  party. 

1.  What  are  all  the  creatures  together  in  compari* 
fon  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  point  of  grcatncfs  and  es' 
COlIency  ?  Did  David's  men  i.\y  ot  him,  who  mw 
but  a  creature  of  their  own  kind,  Tlmt  art  -worth  tin 
(hotifund  of  usf  \  Sam.  xviii.  3.  fo  may  not  wc  ixyk 


Of  Jufiification.  221 

ftimt  wko  VfM  the  Father's  fellow,  Thou  art  worth 
ten  tboufand  worlds  of  us  ?  When  a  king  puts  his 
own  fon,  and  heir  to  the  crown,  to  death,  for'  tranf- 
grefling  of  the  laws  ;  his  juftice  is  more  confpicuous, 
and  the  law  more  honoured,  than  by  the  execution  of 
a  thoufand  ordinary  malefactors.  So  that  we  may  fay, 
that  God's  juftice,  and  refpeft  to  his  law,  appeared 
more  in  mount  Calvary,  tnan  it  does  in  hell ;  for  in 
the  one  was  God,  in  the  other  but  creatures  groan* 
ing  out  for  a  broken  law. 

2.  Suppofe  the  company  of  the  juftified  had,  fcx* 
the  honour  of  the  law  and  juftice,  been  all  fcnt  to 
•Jidl  together ;  yet  they  would  ever  have  been  but  fa- 
tisfying,  they  never  could  have  come  up  to  the  full 
fatisfaction,  fo  as  there  might  be  no  more  to  demand 
of  them.  For  infinite  juftice  can  never  be  completely 
iattsfied  by  a  finite  creature.  And  therefore  hell-tor- 
znents  arc  eternal.  But  here,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  juftice 
gets  the  leaft  and  laft  farthing  paid  down ;  and  the 
Jaw  has  till  it  can  demand  no  more,  John  xix.  30. 

2.  Laftly^  By  Chrift's  obedience  and  death,  law  and 
juftice  arc  honoured  both  actively  and  paffively.  Now, 
if  Adam  had  ftood  and  been  juftified  by  his  works, 
they  had  been  only  glorified  aclively.  If  the  now  ju- 
ftified had  been  damned  for  their  fin,  and  fuffered  tor 
it  for  ever,  they  had  been  only  glorified  paflively. 
But  now,  by  this  way  of  the  Mediator's  furetifliip, 
they  are  glorified  both  ways.  He  has  obeyed  the 
law's  commands  to  the  leaft.  He  has  fuft'ered  the 
wrath  and  curfe  of  God  to  the  utmoft,  which  the 
creature  could  never  have  done ;  and  borne  it  with 
that  patience,  fubmifllon,  and  refignation,  that  is 
qyice  beyond  the  reach  of  a  mere  creature,  If.  llii.  7. 

So  the  believer's  juftificat ion  is  on  the  fureft  grounds. 
The  juftice  of  God  and  his  law  confent  to  it,  as  th^t 
which  is  more  for  their  honour  than  the  ruin  of  the 
finner. 

Fifthly,  I  come  now  to  (hew  haw  the  juflificatioi^ 
of  a  linner  by  the  rightcoufiicfi^  of  Chrift  confifts  with 
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free  grace.  If  our  juftification  be  thus  purchafed  by 
the  perfect  obedience  and  fatisfaclion  of  Chrift,  how  U 
it  of  tree  grace  ?     i  anfwer,  Very  well.     For, 

r.  God  accepted  of  a  Surety,  when  he  might  haw  ' 
held  by  the  finner  himfelf,  and  inCfted  that  the  foiJ 
that  finned  might  die,  Rom.  v.  8.     What  was  it  but 
free  grace  that  moved  him,  when  the  neck  of  a]l  th«    I 
elect  was  upon  the  block,  to  allow  it  to  rife  up  witb*    ■ 
out  receiving  the  fatal  blow,  and  accepting  of  a  Sure- 
ty in  their  room  ?     Could  any  man  oblige  the  Judge 
to  this  ?     God  did  this  freely. 

J.  God  himfelf  provided  the  Surety,  John  iii.  i6. 
When  Ifaac  lay  bound  on  the  altar,  God  provided  the 
ram  for  the  burnt-oflering.  What  could  man  have 
done  to  get  a  cjutioner  when  he  broke,  in  the  firft 
covenant  ?  Among  all  the  beafts  of  t!ie  field  there 
could  not  be  found  an  atoning  faciifice,  Pfal.  xl.  6. 
All  the  angels  in  heaven  could  not  have  afforded 
a  cautioner.  But  free  grace  fct  infinite  wildom  on 
work  to  find  out  one,  which  pitched  on  the  Son  of 
God,  Pfal.  l.\xsix.  19.  So  the  Father  gives  his  own 
Son,  and  the  Son  takes  on  man's  nature,  and  pays 
the  debt.  What  is  there  here  but  richt;s  of  grace  to 
thejiiHified  llnncr  ?  So  it  is  God's  own  rightdouf- 
nefti,  Phil,  iii,  9.  freely  given  to  us.  The  which  if  it  . 
had  not,  as  the  tree  fell,  it  behoved  to  have  lain  for 
ever. 

3.  Lajlly,  God  demands  nothing  of  us  for  it.  It  is 
a  rich  purchale,  a  dear  purchafe,  the  price  of  blood: 
but  the  righteoufnei's  and  the  juftification  is  given  to  us 
moft  freely  througli  faith.  That  is,  we  have  it,  for 
Take  and  have.  And  the  very  hand  wherewith  we 
receive  it,  namely,  taith,  is  the  tree  gift  of  God  U5to 
us,  Eph.  ii.  8.  So  that  niort  evident  it  is,  that  we  are 
jullified  fjeely  by  his  grace. 

I  come  now  to  make  fome  pra^fllcal  improvement 
of  this  important  fbbject. 
Use  I.  of  infoaiiatioQ.    From  what  is  faid  le<u 
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U  That  they  are  poor  fools  who  have  flight 
chqughts  of  fin  and  guilt.  How  niany  think  very  little 
of  unpardoned  guilt  ?  There  is  a  band  lying  on  their 
head  obliging  them  to  bear  God's  wrath  for  their  fin  ; 
yet  they  reft  in  peace.  They  are  lying  under  a  fen- 
tence  of  condemnation,  and  know  not  how  foon  they 
may  be  led  out  to  execution ;  yet  they  are  at  eafe. 
They  are  drawing  on  more  guilt  daily  without  fear, 
and  fo  making  their  bonds  ftronger.  O  Sirs,  look 
here  and  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  the  dreadful  nature  of 
guilt.  Nothing  lefs  could  take  fin  away,  and  break 
afunder  thefe  bands,  than  the  death  of  our  Redeemer. 
Behold  it  in  this  glafs,  and  be  afraid  of  it. 

2.  How  ill  does  it  fet  us  to  have  cheap  thoughts  of 
pardon !  Num.  xiv.  17.  19.  God  forgive  me^  is  a  com- 
mon word  in  fome  people's  mouths,  fet  off  with  a 
laughter.  Moft  people  fancy  it  is  an  eafy  thing  to  get 
a  pardon.  They  know  God  is  full  of  mercy,  Chrift 
of  bowels,  no  more  ado  but  make  a  confeffion,  pray 
to  God  to  forgive  them,  and  all  is  well.  As  if  they 
might  live  like  lions,  and  then  leap  like  lambs  out 
of  Delilah's  lap  into  Abraham's  bofom.  But  if  ever 
ye  get  a  pradon,  ye  will  change  your  mind ;  and 
find  it  has  toft  Chrift  dear  ;  it  is  written  in  his  blood, 
and  will  coft  you  broken  bones  ere  ye  obtain  it, 

3.  Faith  is  ablblutely  neceflary,  Rom.  v,  i.  There 
is  no  juftification  without  faith,  and  no  accefs  to  hea- 
ven for  the  unjuttified.  While  ye  continue  in  a  ftate 
of  unbelief,  th?  feveral  pieces  of  guilt  gird  you  about 
as  cords  of  death.  And  till  ye  believe  and  come  to 
Chrift,  none  of  them  all  will  be  loofed,  but  they  will 
weigh  you  down  to  Ideftrudion.  O  then  come  to 
Chrift)  and  believe,  accept  of  the  Cautioner  in  the  co- 
venant. Without  union  with  him,  ye  can  have  no 
fliare  in  his  righteoufnefs,  and  without  faith  no  union 
iiwth  Chrift. 

4.  No  fin  is  fo  great,  but  one  may  be  juftified  from 
it,  if  he  will  come  to  Chrift,  and  clofe  with  him, 
a  Cur.  v.  2i,    It  is  Chrift's  righteoulhels  upon  which 
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a  finner  is  juftified,  and  that  is  an  everlalling  rigfel 
teoufnefs,  a  righteoufnefs  of  infinite  valu^  j  and  wfT 
fin  is  fo  great,  biit  it  will  fwallow  it  up.  There  \a)^ 
none  fo  broad  but  this  white  raiment  will  cover  Ifc'j 
No  guilt  fo  ftrong  but  this  will  break  it.  i 

5.  Moft  miferable  will  their  cafe  be,  that  (ball  be  1 
left  to  feel  their  own  weight,  Pfal.  xciv.  ult.  He  jiai'\ 
brin^  upon  them  their  own  iniquity j  and  (hall  cui  tbeM 
off  in  their  own  wickednefs  ;  yea^  the  Lord  our  God  fiall 
cut  them  off.    Many  fee  not  their  need  of  Cbrift  and 
his  righteoufnefs  now :  but  when  that  falls  on  theiq 
for  their  own  iin^  that  fell  on  him  for  the  (ins  of  thofe 
he  bare,  they  will  find  their  punifhment  like  Cain'i    < 
greater  than  what  they  can  bear.     What  the  Cau- 
tioner was  put  to  in  paying  the  debt  of  fin,   may 
fright  every  one,  with  the  thought  of  their  anfwef* 
inn:  for  their  own. 

6.  Laftly^  Happy  is  the  cafe  of  the  juftified^  PfaL 
xxxii.  I.  They  are  fecured  as  to  their  ftate,  no  moro  \ 
under  wrath,  Rom.viii.  i.  Their  eternal  falvation  i8 
fare,  and  can  never  fail,  Rom-  viii.  30.  They  have  ; 
got  over  the  giilf  of  condemnation,  and  (hall  never 
fall  therein.  Whom  God  juftifies  now^  he  wDl  not 
condemn  hereafter. 

Use  II.  of  trial.     By  what  is  faid  ye  may  try  yoUf  ' 
ftate,  whether  ye  be  juilified  or  not.     And  ye  have 
reafon  to  put  this  matter  to  a  trial  accurately  and  ex? 
acily.     For, 

1.  One  thing  is  fure,  that  every  mnn  is  once  under 
a  fentence  of  condemnation,  Eph.  ii.  3.  GaL  iii.  10* 
Now  what  courf^  have  ye  taken  to  get  from  under 
this  ?  and  if  ye  have  been  aiming  at  it,  have  ye  car- 
ried your  point,  or  not  ?  No  man  is  carried  out  of 
the  ftate  of  condemnation  in  a  morningclream ;  moft 
men  abide  in  the  condemned  ftate  they  were  born  ifl« 
O  try  it,  whether  ye  be  brought  out  of  it  or  not. 

2.  As  your  ftate  is  in  this  life  in  point  of  juftifica- 
tion,  fo  it  will  be  determined  at  death  and  the  laft 

\  £ccl.  ix.   10.   This  life  is  the  time  of  trialjia 
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illf  oper  tHe  judgement  will  pafs  oii  men  according 

to  wliat  they  have  been  in  this  world.     Now  the 

dfor  of  inercy  ftands  open  foe  p2irdons,  but  death 

kihg  once  come,  there  is  no  more  accefs  to  a  pardon. 

As  uit  tree  falls,  it  muft  lie. 

3*  Men  are  very  apt  to  mifiake  theit .  fiate  in  this 
batter.  Many  draw  a  pardon  to  themfelves,  that  God 
vim  not  fet  his  feal  to^  and  all  it  ferves  for  is  t6 
lind  theii^  own  eye$  If.  xliv.  2  Oi  The  foolifli  virgins 
reamed  very  confidently  of  peace  with  God ;  but 
icf  met  with  a  fad  difappbintment;  They  called 
lemfelves  the  friends  of  the  Bridegroom^  but  he 
mt  the  door  on  them  as  on  his  enemies. 
4.  Lafily^  A  mifiake  in  this  point  is  very  dan- 
erous^  tt  makes  people  let  the  time  of  obtaining  a 
ardon  flip,  as  fancying  they  have  it  already;  The 
X)lifh  virgins  might  have  got  oil  to  their  lamps,  if 
icy  had  feen  their  want  of  it,  ef  e  it  was  out  of  time; 
kod  thus  it  brings  a  ruining  furprifej  while  people 
eejnng  to  death  in  their  dreams  of  peace,  are  awaken- 
d  with  the  noife  of  war  that  God  will  have  with 
bcm  for  ever  and  ever,  without  any  more  pofflbility 
f  truce.    Now  ye  may  try  it  by  the  following  things. 

I.  Have  ye  been  apprehended,  fifled  before  God 
be  Judge,  and  brought  to  a  reckoning  of  your  fins  ? 
lo  man  gets  out  his  abfolviture  before  the  Lord,  till 
e  appear  and  anfwer  to  his  libeL  This  is  neceflary 
3  make  the  finner  flee  to  Chrifl;  for  this  end  the  law 
OS  given,  and  for  this  end  it  is  brought  into  the 
onfcience,  Gal.  iii.  24*  That  ftate  of  fin  which  the 
)ul  never  was  made  truly  fenflble  of,  does  without 
oubt  continue.  They  that  never  faw  themfelves  in 
fhte  of  condemnation  are  to  this  day  under  it.  To 
/hat  end  fhould  one  have  looked  for  healing  to  the 
irazen  ferpent,  that  were  not  firing  with  the  fiery  fer- 
«Dts  ?  If  the  law  has  not  had  this  effed  on  you  to  let 
rou  fee  your  fin,  and  flopped  your  mouth  before  the 
Lord,  ye  are  not  come  to  Chrift  for  juftification.  But 
if  ye  have  feen  your  fin  and  ftate  of  condemnation  \>f 

Vol*  II.  F  i 
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nature,  and  fa  have  ficd  for  mercy  to  Jcfus  Clirift, 
then  ye  nuy  conclude  ye  are  juftificd. 

2.  1  would  3&  yoli,  Have  ye  been  carried  frteJy  i 
out  of  youri'elves  to  Jefus  Chrifl;  for  righteoufnefe, 
renouncing  a!l  other  confidences  in  whole  and  in  part,' 
Phil.  iii.  7.  3.  ?  There  are  nuny  who,  being  convinced 
of  fin,  fall  down  and  beji;  pardon,  and  hope  for  it 
tipon  their  pr.iyers,  repentance,  and  rcformalion:  but 
they  never  cOnlider  how  the  law  fhi'l  be  aorwercd  by 
■A  perfect  rightcoufnefs.  But  the  juUified  perfon  fcM 
there  is  no  pardon  to  be  got,  without  a  righteoufnds 
that  will  fjtisfy  the  law,  and  that  no  work  qf  his  can 
l\o  that;  therefore  he  lays  hold  on  Clirill  for  his  righ- 
(coufnei's,  and  plcida  that  for  p.irdon.  They  uniie 
with  the  MediiEor  by  faith,  and  fo  he  ipreads  hi» 
/kirt  over  them.  They  get  in  under  the  covert  of 
the  Mediator's  blood,  and  place  their  confidence  there, 
believing  that  it  is  of  (uHiciency  to  Qiield  them  from 
■wrath,  and  trufting  upon  his  rightcoufnefs  for  that 
end,  Phil,  iii.  5.  'lliey  continue  not  in  mere  fufpenffi 
Jam,  i,  6.  7.  but  fo  wreftle  againil  doubting  as  to  cifl 
their  anchor,  and  lay  their  weight  for  eternity,  upon 
the  righteoulncfs  of  Ciiriii. 

g.  The  dominion  and  reigning  power  of  fin  is  bro- 
ken in  the  julfified,  Honi.  vi.  i^.  Where  the  coil" 
dcmning  power  of  fin  is  removed,  its  reigning  powti 
is  alfo  taken  away.  If  the  condemned  msn  get  his  re" 
niiflion,  he  is  taken  out  of  his  irons,  his  priibn,  aod 
the  jailor's  power  ;  and  fo  the  pardoned  finncr  is  oif 
more  taken  captive  by  Satan  at  his  will,  2  Tim.  ii,  tl^f 
Will  tl»e  liar  iie  on,  the  Iwcirer  fwear  on,  the  drunk* 
ard  drink  drunk  on,  the  formaliil:  UiJl  hold  on  witli 
his  mere  form  of  g;od!rnefs,  and  hope  that  God  bai 
pirdoned  him?  No;  let  no  man  deceive  himiyi 
Tbofe  chr.ins  of  reigning  iufts  that  are  Jljll  rattling  bt 
bout  thee,  declare  thee  to  be  yet  a  co;idcimied  maiti 
Horn.  viii.  1.  2.  Doubt  ye  not  but  if  ye  were  juftV 
ficd,  ye  would  be  walhed  ?  i  Cor.  vi.  9.  10.  1 1.  Xf 
pretend  to  the  pa;~doa  of  Hn  which  thou  art  ^jll  livid 
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and  going  on  in,  is  pudii^al  bUfphemy,  as  if  ChriO: 
were  the  ininifter  of  fin;  it  is  a  turning  the  grace 
of  God  into  licentioufhefs,  which  will  bring  a  heavy 
yenge#ince  at  lengthy  But  if  the  reigning  power  of 
fin  be  broken  in  thee,  thou  art  a  juflified  man;  it  is  a 
fign  tbou  art  healing*  when  the  llrengih  of  the  difeafo 
oi  fin  i$  abating, 

■    4.  Habitual  tendernefs  of  confcicnce  with  rcfpecl  to 
fin,  temptations,  and  appearance  of  evil,   is  a  good 
fign    of    a    juftified    ftate.    Acts  x^iv,    i^.     Burnt 
Jbairns  dread  fire ;   and   the  man   who  has  brought 
hioifelf  under  a  fentence  of  death,  if  he  efcape,  it  may 
be  thought,  he  will  beware  of  falling  into  the  fnarc 
again.  If.  xxxviii.  1 7.  compare  ven  15.     Juftified  per- 
foos  may  fall  into  acts  of  untendernefs  many  a  time  ; 
but  habitual  untendernefs  is  a  black  mark,  when  peo- 
ple habitually  and  ordinarily  take  to  themfelve^  a  iin- 
ful  latitude  in  their  thoughts,  words,  or  aftions.    It  is 
a  fad  fign  that  fin  has  never  been  made  very  bitter  to 
tbem,  when  they  can  fo  eafily  go  into  it.     it  is  eaiy  to 
pretend  to  tendernefs  in  opinions,  and  with  refpect  to 
church* diQerences ;  but  I  would  to  God  there  appear- 
ed more  tendernefs  among  us  in  matters  of  morality, 
^hat  there  were  more  fobriety  among  us,  that  people 
who  have  money  to  fpare,  would  give  it  to  the  poor, 
find  not  lay  it  out  in  a  way  that  God  has  fo  often  vi* 
iibly  blafted,   or  fpend  it  on  their  tufts;   that  men 
"would  not,  by  their  prefence  or  otherwife,  encourage 

genny-weddings  (condemned  both  by  the  l^w  of  the 
tnd  and  the  church),  thele  nurferie^  of  profanenels, 
which  have  fo  often  among  us  left  a  ftink  behind  them 
jp  the  noftrils  of  truly  tender  perfons,  and  before  a 
holy  God.  1  would  recommend  to  ypu  the  apoftle*;* 
geperal  rule,  Phil,  iv-  8.  Whatfoevcr  things  are  true^ 
xvbatfoever  things  are  honejl^  whatfoever  things  are  jujl^ 
tuhatjoever  things  are  pure,  whatfcever  things  are  lovely^ 
jvhatfoever  things  are  of  good  report  ;  if  there  be  any  vir^ 
tif^f  ^^^^  if  there  be  any  praife^  think  on  thefe  things. 
5.  Lajily^  The  fruits  of  faith  in  a  holy  life.     \Vc  ^rg 
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juftified  by  faith  without  works ;  but  that  faith  that 
juftiBes  is  always  followed  with  good  works,  Afts  xv. 
9.  It  the  curfe  be  taken  away,  under  which  the  foul 
remains  barren,  it  will  become  fruitful  in  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  22.  23.  Our  faith  juftifies  our  p«r- 
Ibns  as  it  receives  Chrill  with  his  rightcoufoefe  ;  but 
our  faith  muft  be  juftified  by  our  works,  /'.  e.  it  muft 
be  by  our  (;ood  works  evidenced  to  be  true  faith. 
Therefore  the  apoftie  James  difputes  agalnft  that  faith 
that  is  without  works,  Ihewing  it  to  be  no  truejufti- 
fying  faith,  jam.  ii.  17.  18.  There  is  a  diiference  be- 
twixt juftification  and  fanctification,  but  they  are  in- 
feparable  companions.  And  no  man  can  evidence  his 
juftification  without  the  fruits  of  holinefs.  Examine 
yourfelves  by  thefe  things  what  ilate  ye  are  in  before 
God. 

Use  III.  of  exhortation.  This  I  ihall  addrcfs  both 
to  finners  and  faints. 

Ji'r/?,  To  finners  yet  in  the  ftate  of  fin  and  wrath. 
Here  is  good  news  of  pardon  and  acceptance  with 
God  for  you,  I  would  exhort  you  to  be  concerned  to 
get  out  of  the  ftate  of  wrath  and  condemnation  ;  and 
while  God  is  fitting  on  a  throne  of  grace,  do  not  flip 
the  opportunity,  but  fue  out  your  abfolviture  from 
before  the  Lord  in  his  own  way.  Take  no  reft  till  ye 
be  juftified  before  God  through  Clirift.  To  make 
way  for  this  exhortation,  1  will  lay  before  you  the  fol- 
lowing motives. 

M.ot.  \.  While  you  are  out  of  a  juftified  ftatc,  \ 
fentcnce  of  condemnation  ftands  againft  thee  in  tk 
court  of  heaven,  and  thou  knov/eft  not  liow  foon  it 
may  be  executed.  Gal.  iii.  10.  John  iii.  18.  &  uU.  If 
thou  wert  under  a  fentence  of  death  by  the  laws  of 
men,  wouldft  thou  not  beftir  thyfelf  for  a  pardon,  S 
there  were  any  hope  ?  But,  poor  foul,  thou  art  undtf 
a  fentence  of  eternal  death  ;  and  yet  thou  livcfttt 
eafe.  God's  law  has  condemned  thee,  as  a  malefaftor» 
his  truth  confirms  ihe  fentence,  and  juiiice  craves  ex? 
^culioa.    All  things  are  ready  for  it,  Pfal.  yiit  la.ik 
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When  thou  lieft  down,  thou  haft  no  fecurity  for  that 
it  fhall  not  be  executed  ere  thou  arife  ;  and  when  thou 
goeft  out,  thou  haft  no  fecurity  that  it  fhall  not  be  exe- 
cuted ere  thou  come  in.  Only  long-fuffering  procures 
thee  a  reprieve  one  day  after  another,  to  fee  if  thou 
wrilt  foe  out  a  pardon.  But  as  fecure  as  thou  arc,  the 
fword  of  juftice  hangs  over  thy  head  by  the  hair  of 
long-tired  patience  ;  and  if  that  break,  thou  art  a  dead 
man. 

Mot.  2.  A  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God  is  not 
fo  eafily  obtained  as  generally  people  think.  God 
jgives  pardon  freely,  yet  none  come  by  it  lightly.  They 
that  get  it,  get  it  fo  as  they  are  taught  to  prize  the 
mercy,  Mic.  vii.  18.  They  that  know  not  the  evil  of 
fin,  nor  the  holy  juft  nature  of  God,  and  that  were 
never  preffed  with  the  fenfe  of  unpardoned  guilt, 
think  it  ?i  very  eafy  thing  to  get  a  pardon,  as  if  there 
were  no  more  but  to  alk  it  and  receive.  J^ut  I  would 
)iave  you  to  confider, 

(i.)  The  juftifying  and  pardoning  of  a  finner  is  one 
of  the  greateft  works  of  God.  It  is  a  greater  work 
than  to  make  a  world.  God  had  no  more  ado  but  to 
fay,  in  the  creation,./^/  there  he  lights  &c.  and  there 
was.  But  when  finners  were  to  be  abfolved,  juftice 
Hands  up  for  fatisfaclion,  the  truth  of  God  for  the  ho- 
nour of  a  broken  law,  wildom  is  fct  awork  to  find 
out  a  way  how  pardoning  mercy  may  get  a  vent,  and 
for  that  caufe  the  Son  of  God  pays  down  the  price  of 
blood  to  buy  the  abfolviture.  If  God  could  have  ab- 
folved the  finner  from  guilt  and  punifhment  by  a  bare 
v^ord,  how  would  he  have  paffed  by  that  eafy  way, 
and  fetched  a  compafs  by  the  blood  of  his  own  Son  ? 
John  iii.  16.  And  after  all  it  is  a  work  of  power,  to  be 
esercifed  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  mercy.  Num. 
xiv.  17.  19. 

(2.)  Sin  is  the  greateft  of  evils,  no  wonder  it.  bo 
bard  to  take  it  away.  It  is  of  all  things  moft  contrary 
to  the  holy  nature  of  God,  Hab.  i.  13.  When  thou 
goeft  on  in  thy  fin,  thou  art  engaged  againft  all  the  ati 
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tributes  of  God,  It  is  %.  daring  of  hw  jufHcc,  an  in* 
vading  of  his  fovereignty,  a  defying  of  his  power,  an 
abiifing  of  his  patience,  and  a  defpifing  of  his  love, 
meicy,  and  goodnefs.  It  contradifts  his  will ;  there- 
by the  putJherds  ftrive  againlt  their  Maker,  and  lufta 
are  (ct  up  againft  his  holy  law.  It  robs  him  of  the 
glory  due  to  him  from  bis  creatures,  and  turns  to  his 
diOionour.  When  God  had  perfected  the  frame  of 
the  world,  and  made  n;;in  and  all  the  creatures  forhii 
glory,  fin  entering  marred  the  whole  frame,  and  made 
the  workmanOiip  of  hia  own  hands  diflionour  him. 
O,  is  it  not  a  great  work  then  to  get  a  pardon,  and 
all  thefe  injuries  buried  in  forgetfulnefs  with  i  holy 
jealous  God ! 

(3.)  God's  eiecl  have  endured  fad  breakings  of  heart 
from  the  time  thry  were  made  lenfible  of  fin,^  till  they 
have  got  tlicir  ablblviture  from  it,  Afls  ii.  37.  Thiy 
have  knowrn  the  terror  of  the  Lord,  to  the  breaking 
of  their  bones,  ere  they  could  get  a  glimpfe  of  bis  re- 
conciled CQiuitenance.  Think  ye  as  light  uf  pardon 
as  ye  wili,  it  ever  the  Lord  come  to  give  you  a  fpiri- 
tual  medicine  to  caule  you  fweat  out  the  poifon  of  fin, 
it  will  m.ike  you  fick  at  the  heart,  if  it  bring  you  not 
to  the  Uft  galp.  If.  xxxiii.  ult. 

(4.)  Lajlly,  If  ever  ye  get  a  pardon,  there  will  bean 
awful  folemnity  at  the  giving  of  it,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  14.; 
and  it  will  be  a  very  ftrong  faith  tiiat  will  not  receivs 
it  with  a  trembling  hand,  Hof.  xi.  10.  compare  chap, 
iii.  ult.  Thiy  Jhallfear  ths  Lord,  Heb.  fear  to  iheLord. 
For  God  gives  no  pardons  but  what  are  written  in  tb« 
i>lond  of  a  lU-deemer,  fufilcicntly  tetli'^ying  his  detelta* 
tion  of  the  crime;  noae  are  got  but  ihrnugh  the 
wounds  of  a  Redeemer.  So  that  the  very  throne  of 
grace  Hands  on  juftice  fully  latisfied ;  and  thou  Ih^t 
be  made  to  fay  when  thou  getteft  the  pardon,  as  Ja? 
qob  did  of  tlie  place  where  he  had  flept  all  nigilt, 
liow  dreadful  is  this  place  '.  this  is  nune  other  hut  thf- 
houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gale  of  heaven,  Gqu^i 
ixviii.  17,  ^™1 
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Therefore  look  *  on  it  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
weighty  that  will  not  be  flightly  managed,  and  to  pur- 
pofe  too. 

Mot.  3.  ConGder  the  dreadful  difadvantages  that 
attend  an  unjuftified  ftate.     While  ye  arc  unjuft, 

I*  Ye  can  have  no  accefs  to  God,  nor  communion 
with  him,  Kom.iii.  3*  Unpardoned  guilt  is  a  parti- 
tion-wall betwixt  God  and  you.  If.  lix.  2.  It  ftands 
as  the  angel  with  the  flaming  fword  to  guard  the  tree 
of  life,  that  ye  can  have  no  accefs  to  it.  It  is  true, 
ye  may  attend  public  ordinances,  and  go  about  private 
and  fecret  duties ;  but  they  are  all  loft,  as  to  communion 
with  God,  in  the  great  gulf  of  an  unpardoned  ftate* 
Ye  cannot  have  a  comfortaUe  word  out  of  his  mouth, 
sor  a  fmile  of  his  face. 

2.  Ye  can  have  no  peace  with  God,  Rom.  v.  i. 
What  Jehu  faid  to  Joram,  God  fays  to  every  unjuftified 
finner  pretending  peace  with  him.  What  feace^  fo  long 
as  the  whoredoms  of  thy  mother  Jezebel,  and  her  witch- 

>  crafts  qjre  fo  many  f  2  Kings  ix.  22.  It  is  fin  that  makes 
God  an  enemy  to  the  work  of  his  own  hands ;  and 
while  it  is  not  forgiven,  there  can  be  no  reconcilia- 
tion. How  can  they  think  they  havd  peace  with 
God,  whom  his  law  condemns?  What  peace  ye  have 
in  your  confciences,  arifes  from  flupidity  and  prefump- 
tion ;  it  is  ftolen,  and  is  none  of  God's  allowance,  IC 
Ivii.  ult*  Neither  could  ye  command  it,  or  retain  it, 
if  ye  faw  your  cafe. 

3.  Ye  can  have  no  fruits  of  holinefs.  The  confcicnce 
muft  be  purged,  ere  one  can  ferve  God  acceptably, 
Heb.  ix.  14.  or  do  any  work  good  in  God's  fight, 
1  Tim.  1.  J.  Juftification  and  lanclification  are  infe- 
parable,  and  a  juftified  ftate  goes  before  a  holy  life; 
for  to  him  that  worketh  net,  but  believeth  on  him  that  ju- 
flifieth  the  ungodly ^  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs , 
lloro.  iv.  5.  While  a  man  is  unpardoned,  the  curfe 
lies  on  him  ;  and  it  is  a  blalUng  withering  curfe,  like 
that  on  the  fig-tree,  that  no  fruit  of  holinefs  can  grow 
where  it  comes.     For  it  ftops  the  communication  of 
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fanftifyinji;  influences,  and  the  earth  Ihall  fooner  bring 
forth  its  fruits,  while  the  influences  of  the  heavens 
ure  reftraincd,  than  a  foul  flialt  do  any  good  woik 
without  the  influences  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  John  xv.  5. 

4.  Ali  you  do  is  turned  to  fin  by  this  me^ns,  P&l. 
xiv.  I,  A  foul  unjuiiified,  is  as  a  tainted  vefle!  thit 
turns  every  liquor  that  is  put  into  it.  Hence  your 
very  civil  anions  are  turned  to_iin,  Frov.  xxi.  4.  □!• 
tural  actions,  Zecb.  vii.  6.  yea  and  your  religious  ac- 
tions too,  Prov.  XV.  8.  If.  Ixvi.  3.  For  as  the  pareft 
liquor  put  into  a  veffel  for  bafe  ufes  is  loathed,  fo  arc 
the  bcfi  performances  of  an  unpardoned  finner,  by  J. 
holy  God.  For  whatever  they  be  as  to  the  matter  of 
them,  they  are  fdfidi  aad  hateful  as  to  the  principle, 
end,  and  manner. 

5.  Lafily,  Hence  your  accounts  are  running  on  e- 
very  day  and  moment:  ta  theavcnging  juftice  of  God, 
Kom.  ii.  5.  Thou  art  liiU  deeper  and  deeper  in  that  feir- 
fu]debt,thecordaof  thy  guilt  are  growing  ftronger  and 
llronger.  Thy  crimes  and  grounds  of  condemnation 
are  multiplied  more  and  more ;  and  though  it  is  dying 
for  all,  yet  the  more  thy  punifhnient  will  be  increafedj 
that  the  pieces  of  guilt  increafe.  It  is  true,  that  e- 
vcry  one  is  finning  daily;  but  a  juftified  perfon's 
debts  are  not  charged  on  him  for  eternal  wrath,  but 
temporary  chaltifements  ;  fo  that  theirs  is  but  an  W 
count  of  pennies,  while  thine  is  that  of  talents. 

Mijt.  4.  Conlider  the  unfpeakable  advantages  of  » 
pardoned  juffilicd  Hate.      He  that  is  in  that  Hate  is  a 
happy  man,  whatever  his  cafe  beotherwifein  ihc  world) 
Pfal.xxxii.  1.  He  may  meet  with  many  crolfcs  in  apre*- 
fent  world,  but  the  white  ftone  given  him  of  Go^hj 
will  make  him  happy  for  all  that,    Hab.  iii.  17.     (^ 
niay  be  lich,  yet  reprobate ;    his  portion  fat,    but  hkt 
foul  lean ;  applauded   on   tiie   earth,  but  damned  !»■ ' 
hell.     Thefe  things  ccine  from  God's  hand  ;  and  the, , 
crown  of  worldy  felicity  fet  on  with  his  bare  handj.;! 
lie  will  kick  otf  with  his  foot  at  length.     IJut  a  pW-  j' 
dun  comes  from  his  heart,  as  an  eternal  love-tokAbv 
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Itpzn,  xi.  29.  O,  let  the  happinefs  of  a  juftified  ftate 
engage  you  to  /feek  after  it.  Get  into  the  ftate  of 
pardon  ;  and, 

1.  Ye  Ihall  have  peace  with  God^  Rom.  v.  i.  Sin 
is  the  only  controverfy  betwixt  God  and  a  foul ;  when 
that  is  removed,  the  parties  are  reconciled,  and 
meet  together  in  peace.  God  juftifying  the  finncr, 
lays  by  the  legal  enmity  he  bare  to  him,  while  he 
lived  in  a  ftate  of  fin.  He  purfues  him  no  more  with 
wrath  or  curfe.  The  heavens  that  are  now  black  a- 
bove  your  heads  fliall  clear  up,  and  ye  fhiU  enjoy  a 
pleafant  funfhine,  if  the  cloud  of  guilt  were  difpelled. 
O  Sirs,  do  ye  not  value  peace  with  God  ?  If  ye  do, 
then  feek  to  be  in  this  ftate. 

2.  It  will  bring  you  other  peace  befides.  Peace  o^ 
confcience  follows  upon  a  juftified  ftate.  Unpardoned 
guilt  makes  a  foul  and.  condemning  confcience,  which 
gnaws  a  man  like  a  worm.  But  when  one  gets  his 
confcience  fprinkled  with  the  Redeemer's  blood,  and 
his  fin  pardoned,  the  confcience  is  cleanfed,  Heb.  ix. 
14.  And  then  it  is  turned  to  a  good  confcience, 
nrhich  fings  fweetly  in  a  man's  bofom,  2  Cor.  i.  12. 
STea,  ye  mall  have  peace  with  the  creatures,  that  are 
It  war  with  the  unpardoned  finner,  Job  v.  2  3.  Ha- 
iling thus  gained  the  favour  of  the  Matter  of  the 
yreat  family,  the  fervants  fliall  all  turn  to  be  your 
xiends. 

2.  Ye  £hall  have  accefs  to  God  with  confidence  and 
loly  boldnefs,  Eph.  iii.  12.  i  John  iii.  21.  God  fliall 
lo  more  fit  on  a  tribunal  of  ftricljuftice  to  you,  with 
ikt  flaming  fword  before  him  ^  but  on  a  throne  o£ 
l^race,  vnth  a  rainbow  round  about  it,  Rev.  iv.  3. 
SLnd  ye  may  come  to  him  with  all  your  wants,  com-. 
>laints,  &c.  as  unto  a  friend,  yea  a  Father  in  Chrift, 
:onfidently  expecting  all  good  things  from  him,  Job 
cxxiii.  24.  26.  For  being  juftified,  ye  have  a  fatis- 
adion  to  plead,  upon  wfaic^  he  can  deny  you  no 
food  thing ;  ye  are  clothed  with  a  righteoufnefs  that 

Vol.11.  G  g  .  -    , 
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makes  yoa  fpotlers,  and    are  under  a  covert,  Vihtn 
love  and  favour  fhine  continoaHy. 

4.  Ye  fhall  be  delivered  from  the  dominion  of  fin, 
ilora.  vi.  14.  and  be  made  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
holineft.  Col.  ii,  13.  As  foon  as  ever  the  remiffion 
is  paffed  the  feals,  io  foon  the  orders  arc  given  to  de- 
liver the  prifoner,  tn  beat  off  his  chains,  and  opes 
the  prifondoor,  and  fct  him  at  liberty.  The  apoftle 
tells  us,  that  the  firength  of  fm  is  the  lavs,  1  Cor.  sv. 
56.  namely,  the  law  condemning  and  curfing  the  fin- 
ner,  fb  that  the  fiancr  being  under  the  curfe,  fin 
reigns  in  him  with  a  ful!  fway,  as  the  thorns  and 
briers  in  the  curfed  ground.  But  the  law's  curfe  iiid 
condemning  power  being  removed  in  juftification,  fin 
lofcs  its  ftrength.  And  the  blcfling  coming  in  tta 
room,  the  foul  is  made  fruitful  in  holinefs.  Hence 
faith's  fanftifying  virtue  is  fo  much  inlifted  on  in  the 
■Word,  Ads  XV.  9. 

1;.  It  will  take  the  venom  out  of  your  croffes,  and 
the  ftrongeit  aflliciions  ye  meet  with,  1  Cor.  xv.  55^ 
The  venom  of  aflliclious  is  the  curfe  in  a  crofs ;  but 
pardon  takes  out  that.  A  bee-fting  your  troubles  may 
have  after  that,  but  the  ferpeni's  liing  fliail  no  more 
be  found  in  them.  A  pardoned  ftatc  lanclifies  creffcJ 
to  a  man,  and  a  fanclified  ciofs  is  better  than  an  uB- 
lanfliiied  comfort.  A  lofs  with  God's  favour,  is  avsa 
than  an  enjoyment  with  God's  wrath. 

6.  It  will  fwcctcn  your  mercies  with  an  additicHid 
fweetnefs,  and  make  a  finall  mercy  more  valuable  tbrf 
the  greatefl  eartlily  comfoit  an  unpardoned  linnercW 
have,  Pial.  xxxvii.  16.  Who  wouki  not  chufe  tolivfi 
at  peace  in  a  cottage,  on  coarfe  fare,  than  to  be  in  the 
cafe  of  one  under  a  fentence  of  death,  liberally  fed  ia 
a  cadle  till  the  execution-day?  A  mercy  withoirt* 
pardon  will  go  fliort  way  ;  the  man  may  cry,  Thirtif 
death  in  thepbt,  Mai.  ii.  2.  But  a  pardon  puts  a  bleHiatf 
in  a  mercy,  purifies  and  refines  it,  putting  a  llampw 
God's  good-will  on  it,  Gen.  xxxiii.  10. 

7.  It  will  make  all  things  work  together  for  1 
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goqd,  Rom.  viii.  28,  God's  tvrath  and  anger  againft 
a  peribn  mars  all  to  him.  It  makes  every  thing  work 
for  their  ruin :  the  unpardoned  man's  croSes  are 
curfes,  and  his  good  things  as  well  as  his  evil  things 
work  againft  him,  Prov.  i,  32,  But  by  the  Lord's 
favour  all  t hinges  ihall  work  through  grace  to  bring 
the  believer  to  glory,  God  is  for  him,  who  then  can 
be  againft  him  ?  Whether  the  wind  blow  on  his  face 
or  OQ  his  back,  it  Ihall  forward  him  to  the  happy  har- 
bour. 

8.  It  is  the  way  to  live  comfortably,  If.  xl.  i.  2, 
None  in  all  the  world  have  fogood  reafon  to  live  com- 
fortably as  the  juftified  perfon.  He  that  gets  the  white 
ftone  of  the  L.ord's  abfolviture,  if  he  can  but  look  on 
it,  his  foul  may  rejoice  within  him.  If  all  things  in 
the  woild  were  going  wrong,  he  hatflhat  to  comfort 
him,  that  God  is  his  friend.  However  little  he  may 
have  in  hand,  he  has  all  the  heavenly  inheritance  in 
fiope.  The  uncomfortable  life  the  pardoned  finncr 
has,  arifes  from  want  of  confideration  ;  but  the  more 
clearly  he  fees  his  matters,  he  will  have  the  more  com- 
fort. 

9.  Laftly^  It  is  the  way  to  die  fafcly  and  comforta- 
bly too.  The  pardoned  finner  may  triumph  over 
death  and  the  grave,  Horn.  viii.  38.  39.  \  Cor,  xv.  ^<,^ 
When  death  comes  to  him,  he  has  his  dii'charge,  it 
cannot  harm  him.  As  for  the  tribunal,  he  cannot  be 
condemned  there,  for  he  is  already  juftified.  He  flii;!! 
iwim  fafe  through  thefe  dark  waters,  for  the  weight 
of  guilt  is  removed,  he  cannot  fink  in  them. 

Mjoi.  5.  A  pardon  is  in  your  offer.  There  is  none 
of  us  all  under  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  but 
may  get  it  reverfed,  if  we  will  come  to  Chrift,  and 
fuc  out  an  abfolviture  in  the  Lord's  own  way.  If.  Iv. 
7,  He  is  a  juft  God  we  have  to  do  with,  but  there 
is  a  way  how  pardoning  mercy  may  reach  us  in  a  full 
confiftency  with  jultice.  The  white  flag  of  peace 
does  yet  hang  out,  andihe  market  of  free  grace  ftand^ 
opeor     Thcr^  is  an  ad  of  grace  and  full  indemnity 
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throiigh  Jefus  Chrift  proclaimed  in  the  gbfpel.  G>iDe 
in,  finncrs,  and  take  the  benefit  of  it.  Why  will  ye 
iland  out,  and  defpife  the  King  of  heaven's  free  par- 
don? 

OkjeSl.  Mv  fins  are  fo  great,  that  I  can  have  bo 
lioj^e  of  paidon,  whatever  others  may.  Anf.  Neither 
the  prc^itncrs  nor  the  multitude  of  your  fins,  noryoor 
backlliding  into  them  again  and  again,  put  you  be- 
yond the  reach  of  pardon.  For  oblerve,  I  pray  you, 
the  iouiidalion  of  pardon  is  Chrift*s  righteoufnefej  and 
that  is  the  righteoulnefs  of  God,  Rom.  x.  3.  Now, 
your  fins  are  the  fins  of  a  creature  ;  and  fhali  not  the 
righteoufneis  of  ""God  be  able  to  rernove  the  unrigh- 
teouinels  of  the  creature  ?  And  it  is  to  all,  and  upon 
all  that  believe,  Horn.  iii.  22.  ;  and  remember  as  the 
one  abounds,  the  other  fuperabounds,  Rom.  v.  20. 

God  is  pleaf(pd  to  heap  words  of  grace  one  upon 
another  to  put  tempted  finners  in  hopes  of  pardon,  Jod 
ii.  13.  Ret^t  your  he^rt  and  not  your  garments ^  and  turn 
'^nto  the  Lord  your  Go  J :  for  he  is  gracious  and  7?ierciful^ 
Jh\x;  to  anger^  and  cf  great  kindnefs^  ayid  repenteth  him  of 
the  ceil.  li.  i.  18.  Cojue  now  and  let  us  reafon  together^ 
faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fear  let  ^  they  Jhall 
he  as  %;hite  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon^  the] 
/hall  be  as  ivooL  Chap.  Iv.  7.  Let  the  wicked  forf (At 
his  way^  and  the  hnrighteous  man  his  thoughts :  and  Id 
him  return  unto  the  Lord^  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
hiniy  and  to  cur  God^  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon* 
And  he  has  fet  up  many  inftances  of  pardoning  mercy, 
that  none  may  delpair  of  finding  mercy  that  will  coDM 
to  him  in  his  own  way.  Adam,  the  leading  finneritt 
the  world,  was  pardoned.  Manafleh,  who  gave  up 
himlclf  to  the  moft  grols  fins  of  devilry,  murder,  &c. 
yet  received  a  pardon,  Paul,  who  was  a  perfecutor, 
a  blafphcmer,  and  iijjurious,  obtained  mercy.  And 
the  very  Jews  that  mv.rdcrcd  the  Lord  of  glory,  were 
pardoned  through  his  blood. 

Thefe  inllances  of  mercy  are  indeed  abufcd  to  the 
encouraging  of  finners  to  go  on  in  their  fin  :  but  they 
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were  never  defigned  for  that ;  and  it  is  a  dreadful  fign 
when  the  very  gofpel-news  of  pardon  become  a  tra; 
and  a  fnare.  But  God  de'-gncd  them  for  thy  encor 
ragement,  O  trembling  finner  that  would  fain  com 
to  God  through  C  hrift  for  pardon,  if  thou  durft,  an 
by  thefe  he  bids  thee  welcome,  Eph.  ii,  7,  Come  fc- 
vard  then,  and  fue  for  thy  pardon • 

Met.  6.  The  time  of  pardoning  grace  will  not  1ft, 
If,  Iv.  6.  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  founds  calye 
upon  him  while  he  is  near.     Now  is  the  accepted  tne^ 
now  is  the  day  of  falvation.     The  day  will  come  \uen 
God  will  not  be  entreated,  when  abufed  patiencewill 
break  forth  into  fury,  Luke  xiii,  24,  25.  Strive  f  en- 
ter in  at  the  ftrait  gate :  for  ma?jy,  I  fay  unto  you  will 
feet  to  enter  in^  arid  f;afl  not  be  able.     When  orfi  the 
mafler  of  the  houfe  is  rifen  up,  and  hath  flout  to  th  door^ 
and  ye  begin  to  jland  without^  and  to  knack  at  te  door^ 
faying^  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto  us  ;  and  he  fhallanfwer 
and  fay  unto  you,  I  know  you  not  whence  you  a^-     Be* 
ware  left  ye  fit  your  day  of  grace,  and  it  :ome  to 
that,  ye  find  no  place  for  repentance,  though  e  Ihould 
feek  it  carefully  with  tears.     Remember  nofe  that 
.were  bidden  to  the  f upper,  and  fhifted,  am  were  ex- 
cluded, Luke  xiv,  24,    Delay  no  more,   i^  moment's 
delay  may  be  an  eternal  lofs. 

Laflly^  I  befcech  you  remember  that  /our  eternal 
ftatc  depends  on  your  being  juftified  nov  or  not.  If 
ye  be  juftified  now,  ye  fliall  be  faved  eternally  ;  if  not, 
ye  are  loft  for  ever.  And  how  dreadful  will  the  con- 
demnatioii  of  thofe  be,  who  by  flighting  an  ofibred 
.pardon  trample  on  the  blood  of  Chrift,  which  was 
Ihed  for  the  remiflion  of  fins ! 

I  fliall  conclude  this  ufe  of  exhortation  with  a  few 
^direftions. 

I.  Labour  to  get  your  hearts  wrought  up  to  a  deep 

rconccrn  for  a  pardoned  ftate.     And  for  this  caufe  ber 

lieve  your  miferable  Hate  by  nature^  that  ye  are  once 

.condemned.    Take  a  view  of  the  holy  righteous  law,^ 

^nd  your  innumerable  tranigrefiicns  ot^it,  befides  your 
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fiful  nature.  Look  to  the  flaming  jufticeof  God{ 
liiold  it  in  the  cafe  of  the  damned,  in  the  cafe  o£ 
Crift  fuffcring,  and  fee  what  a  fearful  thing  it  is  to 
fd  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God. 

t.  Go  to  God  iu  Chrift,  and  confefs  your  fins,  and 
CQdemn  yourfelves.  Lay  them  out  before  God  with 
fligieand  confufion  of  face,  with  their  feveral  aggra- 
vabns.  Make  a  full  and  free  confeffion,  iniiiling 
mo,  on  thofe  fins  that  have  been  mod  diftionouriiig 
to  (od  in  you.  Acknowledge  yourlelves  jultly  con- 
denied  by  the  law,  and  God  to  be  righteous,  if  he 
flioui  put  the  fentence  in  execution. 

Lafly,  Solemnly  and  fincerely  accept  of  Chrift  ia 
the  cveoant  of  grace  held  forth  in  the  gofjjcl.  Re- 
ceive lim  with  his  righteoufnefs,  and  enter  under  tb* 
covcrtof  his  blood.  And  lay  all  your  guilt  over  on 
htm,  blieving  his  ability  and  willingnefs  to  remove 
it.  Art  accepting  of  Chrift  for  juftification  and  imc- 
tificatio.,  ye  ftiall  be  accepted  and  pardoned. 

Exbar.  1.  To  juflified  perlbns.  This  privilege  calll 
you  to  foeral  duties. 

I.  lov^  the  Lord,  and  love  him  much,  for  moch 
is  forgivei  you.  This  may  be  oil  to  that  holy  flanw, 
and  therefire  love  will  continue  in  heaven  for  ever. 

:.  Be  ofa  forgiving  difpofition,  Eph.  iv.  ult.  Bejt 
kind  one  to  atother,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  anolbir, 
even  as  God,  for  Chriji's  fake,  hath  forgiven  you.  The 
fame  ^aviourthat  brought  in  remiflion  of  fins,  binds 
us  to  love  our  tneraies.  And  the  bitter  revcngefiil 
Spirit  agiinft  thofe  wc  think  have  wronged  usi  isi 
fiid  fign  that  our  own  (in  is  unforgiven  of  God,  Mattfa. 
vi.  12.  Forgive  ui  out  debti,  as  -we  forgive  our  debt- 
ers.  They  who  h.;ve  found  what  a  dreadful  weight 
fin  unpardoned  is,  and  have  at  length  got  it  removed, 
yill  thereby  be  helped  to  forgive. 

3.  Waik  humbly.  Ye  are  juftified,  but  it  is  by  the 
right eoufiiefs  of  another.  Ye  are  pardoned,  but  it 
was  procured  to  you  by  the  fatisfactiQn  of  a  Saviour, 
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Tout  debt  is  paid,  yocir  difebarge  is  got  up ;  but 
thaak^  to  free  grace,  not  to  yon,  for  it. 

4«  Bear  your  troubles  and  crofTes  ia  a  world  pa- 
tifentty.  Your  life  that  was  forfeited  is  fafe  by  grace ; 
tlfierefore  take  thankfully  aay  troubles  you  meet  with* 
For  why  fliould  a  living  man  complain,  efpeciaitlv  one 
that  deierved  to  die,  and  yet  is  adjudged  to  life  r 

5.  Laftly^  Walk  tenderly.  God  pardoning  a  finner 
diihiiffisth  him  a&  Chrift  did  the  penitent  adulterefs, 
John  xii.  ii.  Go^  and  fin  more.  Let  not  your  brokefi 
bones  be  forgotten,  but  walk  foftly  all  your  years- 
And  if  ye  be  pardoned,  ihew  it  by  your  holy  and  ten* 
walk» 
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s  Corinthians  vi.  18. 

Aiid  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you^  and  ye  (hall  he  myfons 
and  daughters y  faith  the  Lord  Almighty. 

^"^HESE  words  do  hold  forth  the  fingular  privilege 
1^  of  thofe  that  obey  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  ver. 
17.  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them^  and  be  ye  fepa-^ 
ratej  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing. 
That  call  is  not  a  call  to  feparate  from  a  church,  but 
from  thofe  that  are  out  oi-  the  church,  ver.  14.  Be  ye 
not  unequally  yoked  together  with  uiibelievers  :  for  what 
fellowfhip  hath  right eoufnefs  with  unrighteovfnefs  ?  and 
what  communion  hath  light  with  darknefs  ?  not  only  from 
outward  vifible  communion  with  idolaters,  but  to  fepa- 
rate from  the  unconverted  to  inward  invifible  commu- 
nion with  the  family  of  God,  ver.  18.  In  a  word,  it  is 
a  call  to  come  out  of  the  world  lying  in  wickednefs^ 
and  to  join  the  heavenly  fociety . 

There  are  but  two  families  in  the  world,  and  to 
one  of  the  two  every  man  and  woman  belongs.  One 
is  Satan's  family,  the  other  God's*   And  thel'e  are  the 
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two  terms  of  effeclual  calling,  (i.)  The  term  fr 
which  iinners  are  called  by  the  golpel ;  that  is  Sata 
family,  which  they  are  born  in,  Pfal.xlv.  lo.  And  it; 
made  up  of  all  the  unconverted  world,  and  fallen  an- 
gels. Xhefe  have  a  dreadful  communion  among  thera- 
lelves  under  one  head,  the  devil,  that  is  the  family 
of  unbelievers,  unrighteoufnefs,  and  Belial.  And  to 
come  out  of  this  the  gofpel  calls  you,  ver.  17.  Where- 
fore come  out  from  among  them,  &c.  (2.)  The  term  to 
which  ;  that  is  God's  family,  made  up  of  faints,  holy 
angels,  and  Chrift  as  the  elder  brother  having  dominioa 
over  the  family  ;  he  their  head,  and  the  head  of 
Chrift  God,  i  Cor.  si.  3.  That  is  the  family  of  be- 
lievers, righteoufnefs,  and  Chrift.  And  to  this  the 
gofpel  calls  you  to  come. 

Thus  the  test  propofes  a  great  privilege  of  thofe 
that  are  effeiftually  called,  that  is,  adoption  into  tk 
family  of  God.     And  here  conlider, 

1.  The  family  they  are  brought  into;  it  is  that  of 
the  Lord  Almighly.  No  body  needed  to  adopt,  but  he 
that  had  Ibmcthing  to  give.  The  family  believers  arc 
taken  into  is  a  rich  family,  feeing  the  Head  thereof  is  the 
Almighty,  who  becaufe  he  is  Almighty  can,  and  be- 
caufe  he  is  a  Father  will,  make  his  own  perfectly 
happy. 

2.  Upon  whom  this  privilege  is  conferred  ;  that  is, 
thofe  who  come  out  of  the  world  and  the  family  <A 
Satan,  and  anfwer  the  gofpel-call.  (i.)  They  are  a- 
liens,  they  are  by  nature  lirangers  to  the  family  they 
are  taken  into;  they  are  of  an  ill  houfe,  that  is  an 
enemy  to  the  houfe  of  heaven.  And  whatever  houfe 
men  would  pitch  on,  it  would  not  readily  be  fuch  ail' 
one  :  but  free  grace  takes  people  from  luch  a  houfe. 
(2.)  But  tliey  are  feparacifts  from  it,  thry  are  Juch  as 
arc  fick  of  their  father's  houfe,  and  people  that  are 
their  own,  and  come  off  from  it  by  faith  to  the  Lord, 
upon  the  gofpel-call.  Like  Ruth  they  leave  their 
natural  country  and  kindred,  and  come  to  incor-- 
pofate  with  that  other  fociety.  J 
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3.  The  relation  they  are  put  into  in  God's  family. 
It  were  much  if  they  of  the  houfe  of  hell  might  be 
received  into  the  houfe  of  heaven,  in  the  quality  of 
fojourncrs  to  lodge  a  while  there ;  more  if  in  quality 
of  domcftic  fervants ;  and  more  if  in  quality  of  friends : 
l>ut  they  are  receive^  in  quality  of  children  of  the 
family.  And  as  all  relation  is  mutual,  upon  the  one 
haqd  God  becomes  their  Father .  That  is  a  kindly 
word,  and  that  he- is  to  them.  On  the  other,  they 
become  fons  and  daughters.  Obferve,  how  particular 
this  promife  is,  exprefsly  made  to  both  fexes.  What- 
ever privileges  in  external  things  men  had  of  old,  or 
yet  have  above  women;  yet  in  refpect  of  fpiritual 
privileges  in  Chrift  they  are  alike.  The  one  are  fons, 
and  the  other  daughters,  both  children  equally^ dear 
to  our  heavenly  Father. 

4.  Laftly^  The  confirmation  of  this  privilege  and 
the  promiie  thereof,  faith  the  Lord^  If  a  man  or  an- 
gel had  faid  it,  it  could  hardly  have  gained  credit, 
that  there  ihould  he  fuch  an  adoption.  But  God  him- 
felf  fays  it,  apd  it  is  impious  therefore  to  dilhelieve  it. 

Tiie  furo  of  the  words  may  be  comprifed  in  the  fol- 
lo\ying  doftrine,  viz\ 

DocT.  As  adoption  into  God^s  family  is  the  pecttfiar 
frivi/ege  of  thofe  that  are  effe£lually  called^  fo  whofoever 
will  comply  with  the  gofpel-cdllj  and  come  away^  Jhatl  be 
adopted  into  God^s  family  ;  God  will  be  a  Father  to  them^ 
and  they  fiall  be  his  fons  and  daughters.  This  doctrine 
iias  two  branches, 

I.  Adoption  into  God^s  family  is  the  peculiar  privilege 
cf  thofe  that  axe  effe£lually  called. 
.   II.  Whofoever  will  comply  with  the  gofpei-call^  fl;jill  be 
adopted  into  Gods  family  ;  God  will  be  their  Father,  an4 
they  Jball  be  his  fons  and  daughters. 

I  (hall  profecute  thefe  two  in  order. 

I.  Adoption  into  God^s  family  is  the  peculiar  privilege^ 
if  thofe  that  are  effectually  called.     Adoption  tollpwt 
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our  juftification  ;  and  is  "  an  aft  of  God's  free  gracCi 
•'  whereby  wc  are  received  into  the  number,  and  have 
^*  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  fens  of  God." 
Here  I  fliall  endeavour  to  fhew, 

1.  What  adoption  in  general  is. 

2 .  What  are  the  parts  of  adoption^ 

3.  The  properties  of  this  adpption. 

4.  Apply  the  fubjeft. 

FIRS  T,  I  fhall  ihew  what  adoption  in  the  general 
is.  That  we  may  underftand  this,  we  muft  confider, 
in  the  firft  place,  what  adoption  among  men  is ;  and 
that  is  twofold. 

1.  Proper  adoption,  much  ufed  among  the  andent 
Komans  and  Greeks,  was  a  legal  aft,  imitating  natarei 
intrdBticed  for  th^  comfort  of  thofe  who  wanted  dul- 
dren,  whereby  one  that  was  the  natural  child  of  ano* 
ther  man  became  the  fon  of  the  adopter.  It  was  a  jn^ 
dici.1l  aftion  done  in  prefence  of  the  magiftrate  ;  among 
the  Greeks  by  way  of  a  teftament  figned  and  fealed  in 
his  prefence ;  among  the  Romans,  the  adopter,  the 
natural  father,  and  the  fon,  appearing  before  the 
inagiitraie,  the  adopter  taking  hold  of  the  fon  faid, 
*'  I  avouch  this  perfon  to  be  my  fon,  and  I  have  bought 
^^  him  with  this  money/'  The  natural  father  judid^ 
ally  yielded  up  his  right  to  the  adopter.  And  the  vat 
giftrate  adjudged  him  to  be  the  adopter's  fon.  The 
party  being  adopted  was  made  free  of  the  city,  and 
not  only  taken  into  the  adopter's  family,  but  afcribed 
into  the  tribe  or  fraternity  of  the  adopter.  It  had 
place  among  thofe  that  either  had  no  children  at  aD| 
by  their  death,  or  otherwife  had  no  lawful  childreOf 
But  the  law  reftrained  them  that  they  might  not  ad- 
dopt,  but  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  quality  of  the  adopt- 
er ;  fo  that  a  nobleman  might  not  adopt  a  commoncTi 
left  the  dignity  of  the  adopter  fliould  be  flained  by  the 
meannefs  of  the- adopted. 

2.  Metaphorical  adoption,  which  is  ingraftiogt 
Thus  the  ftock  adopts  the  branch  that  is  cut  off  ano- 
tj^er  ti^c,  and  put  into  another  branch  of  it.    For  as 
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ilie  adopter  takes  another  man's  child,  and  nourifhes 
lum  as  his  own ;  fo  the  ingrafted  branch  is  counted  a- 
mong  the  natural  branches,  and  partakes  with  them 
of  the  fap  of  the  flock.    Hence  you  may  fee  that 

Divine  adoption  is  an  act  of  God,  whereby  he  docs 
judicially  take  (and  conftitute)  thofe  that  are  by  nature 
firangers  to  him,  and  none  of  his  family,  members  of 
his  family,  and  his  own  children^  giving  them  the  pri- 
irileges  of  his  children,  or  of  his  houfe  as  children* 
And  it  is  twofold. 

1.  External  and  federal,  which  is  common  to  the 
members  of  the  vifible  church,  which  is  a  fociety  ga- 
thered out  from  the  reil  of  the  world,  the  viQble  tii- 
mily  of  Ood  on  eatrth,  enjoying  peculiar  privileges, 
beyond  the  reft  of  the  world.  This  adoption  belong- 
ed to  Ifrael  of  old,  Rom.  ix.  4.  And  God  owned 
them  as  his  fons  in  the  midft  of  Egypt,  Exod.  iv.  22. 
23.  But  now  ic  is  extended  tons  Gentiles^  Gal.  iii. 
26.  27^  This  family  has  always^  iince  Gaid  was  cad 
out,  been  a  fcparated  family  in  the  world,  chofen  out 
from  among  the  reft  j  fo  they  are  called  the  fons  of  Gody 
Gen.  vi.  2.     And  fo  it  is  ftill,  and  will  b^  to  the  end. 

This  adoption,  though  it  is  really  in  itfelf  a  high 
dignity,  fo  that,  in  comparifon  of  them,  the  reft  of 
the  world  are  but  as  dogs  to  children,  Matth.  xv.  26. 
yet  it  is  not  a  faving  relation  to  God.  And  it  may 
be  loft,  as  the  Jews  rejefted  did  theirs.  Nay  one  may 
retain  it ;  and  yet  his  natural  relation  to  the  devil  re- 
main, as  to  his  internal  ftate,  fo  as  he  may  be  loft  for 
ever  notwithftanding  of  it,  John  viii^  44.  But  this  is 
not  the  adoption  we  inquire  into ;  but, 

2*  An  internal  and  faving  adoption,  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  believers,  or  thofe  etfeftually  called  and  con- 
verted, which  make  up  the  inviiible  church  and  family 
of  God  on  earth,  enjoying  ipiricual  privileges,  beyond 
all  others  without  or  within  the  vilible  church.  Thefe 
arc  they  that  are  chofen  out  from  the  unconverted  world 
lying  in  wickedneis^  according  to  the  decree  of  elec- 
tion, and  brought  and  ingrafted  into  Chrift,  and  made 
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real  members  of  his  body,  John  i.  12.  13.  Thefe  Goc 
adopts,  judicially  avouches  them  to  be  his  fons  aoc 
dauijhtcrs;  and  Satan  their  flatural  father  is  obliged 
to  qiiit  his  right  to  them  ;  and  they  thereby  are  and 
are  accounted  no  mote  of  his  family^  but  children  51 
Coi',  and  have  a  right  to  the  faving  fpecial  privileged 
of  the  children  of  his  family.  Gal.  iv.  5.  Eph.  L  5, 

Hence, 
,1,)  Adoption  is  not  a  rear  change^  of  the  Cnnert 

r.iturc;  but,  as  juftification,  a  relative  change,  of  his 
fate.  By  nature  we  are  in  a  ftate  of  condemnation, 
but  out  of  that  we  are  brought  in  juftification ;  and 
out  of  the  ftate  of  alienation  from  God,  by  adoption. 
S<>  that  we  are  no  more  aliens  and  foreigners  to  the 
lamilv  of  heaven,  but  domeftics  of  it :  no  more  chil- 
dren of  Satan,  but  of  God,  Eph.  ii.  19.  Our  names 
arc  iproUed  among  thofe  of  the  family  ;  and  though 
a  new  nature  accompanies  it,  yet  adoption  itfelf  is  a 
new  name,  not  anew  nature,  Rev.ii.  17.  thoughitis 
notan  empty  title,  but  has  vaft  privileges  attendingit. 

(2).  It  is  done  in  an  inftant,  not  carried  on  by  dc- 
gree>'.  For  it  is  not  capable  of  degrees,  and  there  is 
no  intermediate  ftate  betwixt  fonihip  to  God  and  to 
Satan  ;  but  as  ibon  as  ever  a  perfon  believes  in  Chriftj 
he  is  juftified  arid  adopted  ;  as  foon  as  the  foul  is  mar- 
ried to  Chrift,  flie  becomes  a  daughter  of  the  houfi 
of  heaven,  and  her  relation  to  that  of  hell  is  extin* 
jriiillied,  John  i.  12.  It  is  true,  there  will  be  at  the 
»ji^at  day  a  folemn  declaration  of  that  adoption,  and 
the  adopted  will  then  be  perfeftly  paft  their  minority, 
^wA  enter,  to  the  full  poffeflion  of  the  inheritance  i( 
their  whole  man ;  in  which  fenfe  the  apoftle  fays,  Vfi 
wait  for  the  adoption^  Rom.  viii.  23.  But  now  are  v)i 
ike  fonS'  of  God^  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  wejbal 
f*e :  but  we  inow,  that  when  he  jhall  appear^  we  Jhd 
te  like  him,  for  we  flmll  fee  him  as  he  isy   1  John  iii.  s 

SECONDLY,  I  come  to  flxew  what  are  the  parci 
of  adoption,  Thefe  are  two.  i.  The  receiving  th< 
linner  into  thcr  number  of  God's'  cluldre.^.    2.  Givinj 
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hxva  a  right  to  their  privileges.  That  we  may  the 
more  diftiQ^ly  take  up  this,  we  fhall  take  a  view  of 
this  whole  blefled  tranfaftion,  from  the  flrft  to  the 
laft,  together  with  the  parties  concerned  in  it.     And, 

1.  The  adopter  is  God,  and  in  rcfpecl  of  difpenfa- 
tion  the  Father,  the  firft  perfon  of  the  bleffed  Trini- 
ty, the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus.  For  as  the  work  of 
redemption  is  the  Son's,  and  the  work  of  our  fanclifi- 
cation  the  Spirit's,  fo  our  j unification  and  adoption 
are  the  Father's,  Eph.  i.  3.  5*  And  hence  the  Fa- 
therms  love  is  celebrated  in  this  benefit,  i  John  iii.  i. 
Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  be/lowed  on 
us  J  that  we  jhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God ;  though 

-  not  excluding  that  of  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghofl, 
who  are  one  God  with  him,  and  acl  their  part  in  this 
blefled  tranfaclion,  bringing  it  about.  And  becaufeGpd 
is  the  .Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  therefore  he  is  alfo 
the  Judge,  who  paiTeth  the  fentence,  and  adjudgeth 
the  adopted  fons  to  himjfelf. 

2.  The  party  2^dopted  is  an  ele<f^  finncr ;  for  it  is 
done  in  purfuance  of  God's  eternal  predeflinatjon, 
and  falls  on  thofe  and  only  thofe  who  are  elecled  to  it 
from  eternity,  Eph.  i.  5.  God  from  all  eternity  fore- 
feeing,  that  though  Adam  was  to  be  created  a  fon  of 
God  in  his  own  likenefs,  yet  he  would  degenerate, 
and  all  his  race  be  born  children  of  wrath  and  of  ihc 
devil,  refembling  Satan  naturally,  and  prone  to  obey 
him,  as  children  do  a  father,  John  viii.  44.  decreed 
not  to  lofe  the  whole  race,  but  to  bring  a  certain 
number  of  them  into  his  family  again  by  the  way  o 

•  adoption,  the  way  of  natural  (Adam's)  fonfhip  faiiing, 
leaving  others  to  continue  in  their  natural  father's 
houfe  ■  and  family.  And  all  thcfe  elect  ones  were 
known  from  eternity  to  God,  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 

3.  The  natural  father  is  the  devil,  that  enemy  of 
God,  John  viii.  44.  His  children  they  arc  by  nature 
as  well  as  others.  He  has  a  great  family,  one  part 
whereof  dwells  in  the  lower  houfe  ;  thefe  are  the 
damned  fpirits  in  hell.     And  of  thofe  that  are  once 
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got  thither,  there  are  no  more  hopes  nor  poflibility  d^ 
their  ever  getting  out  of  his  family.  Thefe  are  en- 
tered to  the  inhentance  of  their  father,  in  ahnoft  fxHX 
tale  already.  Another  part  of  them  are  fojourning  m 
the  upper  noufe  of  this  world,  and  that  houfe  is  ver]f 
throng  with  his  family.  It  contains  a  people  that  are 
his,  Pfal.  xlv.  10.  Many  entire  nations  and  families 
are  there,  wherein  there  are  none  but  that  are  his. 
Nay,  there  is  a  world  of  men  and  women  he  has  id 
this  houfe,  i  John  v.  1 9.  and  himfelf  is  god  and  fa- 
ther of  the  family,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  who  all  can  have  no 
hope  of  a  better  inheritance  than  he  has  given  theaii 
even  the  wrath  and  curfe  prepared  for  him  aad  lus. 
It  is  out  of  this  part  of  Satan's  family  that  the  adopt* 
cd  are  taken. 

4.  The  fuitablenefs  of  this  adoption  to  the  glory  of 
the  Adopter,  and  to  his  family.  We  dare  not  fay,  be 
needed  to  take  this  way  of  furnilhing  himfelf  with 
children,  as  in  the  cafe  of  adoption  among  men.  He 
was  happy  in  himfelf  from  all  eternity,  in  bis  Soil  by 
eternal  generation,  when  there  was  neither  man  nor 
angel  in  his  family.  And  had  all  been  loft  together, 
his  happinefs  had  not  been  one  whit  diminiflied.  But 
we  may  fay,  that  this  device  of  adoption  was  a  device 
becoming  him,  and  very  agreeable  to  his  glory  and 
family. 

His  family  did  originally  ccnfifl:  of  two  forts  of  fbns, 
angels  and  men,  (not  to  fpeak  here  of  his  eternal  Son). 
Angels  were  the  one  fort.  Job  xxxviii.  7.  man  the  o- 
ther,  Luke  iii.  38.  the  one  as  well  as  the  other  crea- 
ted after  his  own  image,  in  knowledge,  righteoufncfs, 
and  holincfs.  The  one  were  kept  in  the  higher  houfe^ 
the  other  in  the  lower.  But  fin  entering  among  thcnij 
many  of  the  family  died  fuch  a  death  as  quite  diflblved 
the  relation  betwixt  God  and  ihcm,  that  they  could  no 
more  call  Lim  Father,  nor  could  he  own  them  for  his 
children.  It  feizcd  thole  iirft  of  the  upper  houfe,  and 
multitudes  of  them  (for  in  one  man  was  a  legion  of 
them)  diopt  down  to  the  pit,  2  Pet.  ii.  4.     They  in- 
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ttSttSi  thofc  of  the  lower  houfe,  and  they  that  received 
the  infeftion  from  them,  conveyed  it  to  all  the  reft,  fo 
that  death  pafled  upon  all  that  part  of  the  family  to  a 
xnan,  Rom.  v.  12.  So  that  here  was  an  empty  houfe 
made. 

This  evinces  the  fuitablenefs  of  making  up  the  fa- 
mily again^  by  the  way  of  adoption,  which  by  fpiri- 
tual  death  received  fuch  a  diminution.  ^  As  alfo  the 
fuitablenefs  of  adoption  from  among  men,  which  the 
fallen  angels  have  no  fhare  in.  For  fince  they  were 
Qot  all  to  be  recovered  that  had  fallen,  but  the  ju- 
ilice  of  God  was  to  be  glorified  in  fome  of  them  ;  it 
was  agreeable  to  the  wifdom  of  God  to  adopt  men, 
not  fallen  angels,  fince  the  whole  man-kind  was  loft, 
but  not  the  whole  angelic  kind.  Multitudes  of  an- 
gels fiood  when  the  reft  fell^  but  all  mankind  was  loft 
together. 

5*  But  what  fhall  be  done  for  the  law  that  forbids 
the  ftaining  of  ^he  Adopter's  honour  by  the  meannefs 
of  the  party  adopted  ?  This  was  a  notable  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  this  device  of  repairing  the  family. 
The  Adopter  can  be  no  higher,  for  lie  is  the  Sovereign 
King  of  the  world;  the  adopted  no  lower,  for  they 
are  not  only  the  children  of  bafe  men,  but  of  the  de- 
vil, the  moft  miferable  creature  in  the  univerfe.  No 
law  could  be  more  ftricl  for  the  honour  of  the  Ad- 
opter than  the  holy  law  of  God  is.  And  he  would 
by  no  means  overlook  it,  but  magnify  it,  and  make 
it  honourable.  What  poffibility  then  is  there  of  God*s 
adopting  children  of  the  devil  in  confiftency  with  his 
hopourr 

Wifdom  finds  out  the  way,  that  is,  that  they  fliall 
be  adopted  in  Jefus  Chrift,  Eph.  i,  5.  6.  Gal.  iii.  26.  2  7. 
And  to  let  you  fee  that  tiiis  way  makes  it  confiftcnt 
with  the  honour  of  God  to  adopt  tholb  that  by  natui  e 
ipre  children  of  the  devil,  confider  three  things  in  the 
myftcry  of  Chrift, 

(I.)  By  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  the  hu- 
xuan  nature  is  digniiied  ^{id  nobilitatcd^  raifed  to  a 
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■jatch  of  honour,  even  above  that  of  the  angels,  Heb. 
1.  1 3.  So  the  Son  of  God  partaking  of  Iiuman  nature 
with  the  elecl:,  owns  them  as  his  brethren,  by  virtue 
of  their  common  humaa  nature,  Fieb.  ii.  11.  11. 
And  for  this  very  caufc  he  did  become  man,  ver.  14. 
which  takes  away  the  impediment  arifing  from  the 
iiieaonefs  of  the  adopted,  it  being  very  agreeable  to 
God's  honour  to  adopt  thofe  for  children  who  wereof 
the  fame  nature  with  his  own  Son,  i.e,  of  human  ni- 
'  turc.  For  the  Son  of  God,  to  make  way  for  thii 
adoption,  took  to  himfeif  a  holy  human  nature,  into 
perional  union  with  his  Godhead.     Hence, 

(:.)  ThemanChriflistheelderbrother,  in  the  repair- 
ed fiimily  of  heaven,  Rom.  viii.  29.  the  firrt  of  the  hn- 
man  nature  having  Jntereft  in  God  as  a  Father,  alter 
the  extinguifhing  of  the  firfi:  relation  by  creation.  So 
that  the  elect  drawing  to  him,  as  one  betwixt  whom 
and  them  there  is  a  natural  bond,  of  the  fame  h^iinan 
nature,  way  is  made  for  their  adoption  through  him, 
in  confiflency  with  the  honour  of  God. 

(3.)  By  his  obedience  and  fatisfadion  he  piirchafed 
their  adoption,  with  all  other  privileges  to  theiii,  Gil. 
iv.  4.  5.  And  his  natural  bond  with  them  gave  him 
a  direct  intereft  to  redeem  thera,  as  being  their  ncir 
Kinfman.  So  law  and  jiiftice  can  have  nothing  toob* 
ject  ag,iinft  the  adoption.  Thus,  by  Jefus  Chrill,  tbfr, 
glorious  device  of  repairing  the  family  of  heaven  inv' 
the  way  of  adoption  is  made  practicable.  But  ho* 
fliall  it  be  executed?     Why, 

6.  Our  Lord  fends  his  mtflcngers,  micifters  of  tht 
gofpel,  out  into  the  world  among  thofe  of  Satan's 
family,  to  proclaim  the  offer  of  adoption  unto  them, 
that  whofoevcr  of  them  will  leave  their  father's  houfc 
and  people,  ihali  be  adopted  into  the  family  of  hea- 
ven, ']"iiis  is  ofiered  to  them,  and  it  is  prtlTed  upon 
them  by  many  arguments  and  entreaties  to  accept, 
and  come  away.  By  their  mouths  the  Lord  cries  to 
them,  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  18.  Wherefore  came  ye  out  from 
(i:pBn?  tb^m,  and  be  _ye  feparate,  faith  the  Lerd^   an4 
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imich  ml  ibe  unclean  thing ;  and  I  nvill  receive  jou^ 
mnd  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  Jhall  be  my  fens 
4t9id  daughters^  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  Pfal.  xlv.  10. 
Heariehf  0  daughter ^  and  conjider,  and  incline  thine  ear; 
forget  aljh  thine  own  people^  and  thy  father* s  houfe. 
They  expoie  the  nakecuiefs  of  their  father's  houfe  to 
theoii  They  tell  them,  that  he  is  a  cruel  and  deceit- 
ful father,  John  viii.  44.  that  he  treats  them  as  flaves, 
not  as  fons,  2  Tim.  ii.  ult.  that  the  entertainment  of 
liis  houfe  is  wretched  and  beggarly,  that  they  have 
nothing  to  eat  but  duft  with  the  ferpent,  or  hufkii 
ynth  the  fwine  ;  that  their  work  is  bafe,  fulfilling  the 
defires  of  the  flefli  and  mind ;  the  wages,  death  ;  and 
thkt  he  has  no  inheritance  to  give  them,  but  what 
mil  make  them  eternally  miferable.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  commend  the  family  of  heaven,  the  Fa* 
ther  of  the  family,  the  entertainment,  the  work, 
Vrages,  inheritance,  &c. 

Hereupon  the  father  df  the  family  rages,  and  flirs 
up  the  children  againft  them  and  their  meiTaget  Some* 
times  he  raifes  the  family  againft  them,  and  all  that 
take  part  with  them,  and  they  fet  upon  them  violent- 
ly, and  knock  them  down,  and  defpitefully  ufe  them, 
by  perfecutions,  &c*  fo  that  many  have  loft  their 
lives  in  the  caufe,  for  prefuming  to  dillurb  that  fa- 
intly. Vhen  he  cannot  get  that  done^  he  teaches 
them  to  flop  their  ears,  that,  if  they  muft  fpeak, 
what  they  fay  ihall  not  get  acce(s  into  their  hearls, 
PfaL  Iviti.  4*  5.  And  thus  the  moft  part  of  the  fa- 
mily get  a  deafnefs  that  abides  with  them,  and  grows 
more  and  more  to  their  dying  day,  and  they  are  never 
cured  of  it. 

7.  But  unto  the  eleft  among  them  God  fends  his 
Spirit,  which  opens  their  ears,  awakens  their  con- 
iaence,  and  roufes  them  fo,  that  they  can  no  longer 
roifs  to  hear  and  underftand  too  what  concerns  them- 
felves  and  both  the  families,  Job  xxxvi.  10.  And  then 
that  makes  deep  imprefUon  on  them,  which  the  reit 
of  the  family  do  not  at  all  regard  \   that  makes  them 

Vol.  II.  I  i 
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wake,  while  [heir  brethren  abaut  them  are  fall  afleepj 
They  ice  the  lire  of  heaven  ready  to  fall  upon  the 
hdufe,  fee  through  the  murdering  dedgns  of  their  fa- 
ther ;  thej'  fee  how  they  are  entertained  but  with  vain 
hopes  and  deluded  in  that  upper  houfe  for  a  while,  till 
hs  may  get  them  conveyed  into  the  lower  houfe. 
And  fo  they  fet  off  to  come  out  from  amoDg  tbem« 
and  be  feparate,  that  they  may  be  received  into  the  fa- 
inily  of  heaven.     But, 

8.  Then  their  natural  father  beftirs  ^iinfelf  with  all 
his  might  to  ilop  their  coming  out  from  that  family, 
iind  that  feparation.  He  will  fet  their  brethren  on  them, 
whsrcof  fomc  will  try  to  mock  them  from  it,  others 
with  fcrpentinc  wilUom  gravely  to  advife  them  agaiofl: 
the  fancy;  others,  which  is  mnft  dangerous,  to  «i- 
tangle  them  in  the  work  and  entertainment  of  theirfe- 
ther's  houfe.  Himfclf  will  attack  them  with  flatteries, 
fpread  out  his  baits  and  allurements  of  temptation,  pro- 
mife  them  peace,  allow  them  an  indulgence,  nottobe 
fo  hard  put  to  it  in  hisworkas  before,  change  their  work 
from  the  coarfer  to  the  liner,  reprefcnt  the  family  of 
heaven  in  bafi;  colours,  that  there  is  no  liberty  there, 
but  they  are  pent  up  to  intolerable  flrictnefs,  ire.  But 
if  that  will  not  do,  he  will  fall  on  them  with  rage, 
ai'd  tell  them,  that  there  is  no  room  now  in  the  £»• 
mily  of  heaven  for  them,  that  they  have  been-too  long 
amimg  them  to  come  out  and  be  feparate  now;  that 
they  are  his,  and  he  will  not  part  with  them,  and 
therefore  they  may  give  it  over.  And  thus  bv  the  flat- 
-tcrifs  or  the  rage,  fome  are  prevailed  with  to  turn  bid: 

'  again,  and  fettle  down  again  in  their  father's  houfe. 
like  Orpah  returning  to  her  gods,  after  fhe  had  fet  (& 
from  them,  Ruth  i.  15.     But, 

9.  TJie  Spirit  of  Chrift  prcffes  forward  the  elcfl^ 
and  determines  them  to  ieek  to  be  received  into  the 
family  of  God,  J'lhn  vi.  45,  He  is  to  them  a  Spirit 
of  light  and  faith;  ihercby  they  difcovcr  that"  there 
is  fouie  hope  concerning  their  calc,  that  even  thei 
may  be  received  into  the  family.     So  they  ais 
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itnally  determined  to  leave  their  father's  houfe,  not 
to  ftay  there,  come  of  them  what  will,  to  come  to  the 
Lord  and  fue  for  reception,  not  to  depart,  if  they 
Should  die  at  his  door. 

TO.  Hereupon  the  foul  comes  away  to  Chrift,  the 
"clder  brother- of  the  family,  and  of  our  nature ;    and 
joins  himfelf  to  him  by  faith,  and  is  received,  John 
vi.  57.  takes  hold  of  the  offer  of  the  marriage-cove- 
nant,   and  confents  to  the  fpiritual  marriage   with 
Bim,  who  is  the  heir  of  all  things  and  the  Son  of  God, 
and  fo  becomes  his  by  a  marriage-tie.    Cant.  ii.  16. 
•The  foul  drawn  by  the  Spirit  to  him  whofe  name  is 
the  Branch,  is  put  into  that  branch,  being  cut  off  from 
the  natural- ftock,  and  knits  therewith  by  faith.  Thus 
■Jhe  foul  is  united  to  Chritt,  juftiSed,  and  reconciled 
to  God,  and  fet  beyond  the  reach  of  the  curfe. 
'      II.  Lajlly^  Upon  this  follows  the  adoption  of  the 
believer,  who  now  has  received,  and  is  ingrafted  into 

•  Chrift,  John  i.  1^.  Being  bi  ought  out  of  the  ft  ate  of 
condemnation,  by  juftification,  he  is  further  dignified 
by  a  reception  as  a  member  into  the  family  of  heaven. 

f     (i.)  The  Lord  Jefus  prefents  unto  the  Father,  the 

■Adopter  and  Judge^  the  party  to  be  adopted  into  his 

family,  Heb.  ii.  1 3.  as  Jofeph  did  Ephraim  and  Ma- 

nafleh  to  Jacob.     And  he  prefents  him  for  adoption, 

•  as  one  that  tKough  by  nature  he  be  of  a  ftrange  fa- 
mily,   yet  is  now  his  own  child  by  the  fpiritual  birth, 

being  bt>rn  of  his  Spirit.     As  an  elder  brother  he  pre- 

•  Tents  the  believer  as  his  brother  by  common  human 
nature,  and  as  the  head  and  hufband  prefents    the 

•ioul  as  hid  fpoqfe  by  marriage-covenant.  He  pleads 
his  purchafe  of  believers  by  the  price  of  his  blood, 
and  their  aftual  relation  to  him;  and  that,  there- 
fore, in  fulfilment  of  his  Father's  decree,  they  be 
adopted  by  him,  Eph,  i.  5. 

C?.)  The  natural  father,  the  devil,  upon  the  account 
of  the  purchafe  made  of  his  child  by  Jefus  Chrift,  an4 
jhe  child's  U.wful  renouncing  of  liis  power  and  f^iijVi 
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ly,  and  coming  unto  Chrift,  is  obliged  to  renounce 
and  give  up  with  him,  as  no  member  of  his  family 
any  more,  though  fore  againft  his  will.  If  he  appear  , 
in  this  judgement  to  defend  his  own  intereft,  asSitatt 
Hood  at  Jolhua's  right  hand  to  refift  him,  Zech.  iii.  \. 
the  Mediator  Hops  his  mouth,  as  ver.  2.  Is  not  this  a 
brand  plucked  cut  of  the  fire  ? 

(3.)  Laftly,  The  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  for  tbe- 
fake  of  his  Son,  receives  the  believer  into  the  number 
pf  his  children,  faying  in  efiuct.  As  the  man  Chrift 
and  the  angel  Gabriel,  ye  are  mine,  and  fliall  be  mioe; 
and  as  a  Judge  he  adjudges  the  believer  to  be  his 
child,  and  the  relation  betwixt  him  and  his  natural 
father  extingiiilhcd,  U.  xlix,  24.  25.  as  having  pur- 
chafed  them  with  the  blood  of  his  dear  Son  :  and  far- 
ther gives  them  a  right  to  the  privileges  of  his  (ons. 

Thus  is  tlie  glorious  benefit  brought  about,  by  the 
Talher,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  elect  foul  ad- 
opted into  the  family  of  heaven.  And  this  confills 
of  two  parts. 

First,  'i  he  adopted  are  received  into  the  number 
of  the  fons  of  God.  God  becomes  a  Father  to  (hem, 
and  they  his  fons  and  daughter?.  His  family  confifls 
of  many  children,  each  one  for  holincfs  and  happinefe 
illuftrious  ;  al!  relembling,  what  indeed  they  are,  the 
(:hildren  of  a  king.  They  are  taken  by  adoption  out 
of  the  black  number  of  the  devil's  family,  conhfting 
of  devils,  damned  fpirits,  and  an  unconverted  world' 
bearing  the  devil's  image.  And  they  are  taken  JntQ 
the  blefled  number  of  tlie  fons  of  God,  wliereof  his 
family  conhfis.  And  who  are  they  that  make  up 
that  number? 

I.  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  by  eternal  genera- 
tion, who  has  taken  on  our  nature,  and  was  declared 
the  Son  of  Gcd  by  liis  refurreclion,  Ffal.  ii.  7.  He 
is  one  of  the  number  tliey  are  received  into,  and 
iherefcre  is  not  afliamcd  to  call  them  brethren,  Heb. 
ii.  7.  And  who  can  recount  tiie  dignity  of  being  of 
^hat  number,  ■vyli^reof  l;e  is  oncj   he  whp  ,is  ttj. 
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farightnefs  of  his  Father^s  glory,  the  luminary  of  hea- 
▼^,  Rev.  xxi.  2  2.  whofe  iplendor  is  greater  than  fun 
and  moon  ?.  He  is  the  chief  of  that  number,  the  eldeft 
brother,  not  only  in  refpect  of  men,  but  of  angels.  To 
hin)  belongs  the  dominion,  prieflhood,  the  blefCng, 
and  the  double  portion^  And  it  is  fit,  that  while  we 
reckon  him  one  of  the  number,  we  notice  well  hi$ 
pre-eminence  over  all  the  reft,  remembering  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  eldeft  brother. 

(i.)  The  dominion  is  his,  the  fupremacy  and 
royalty  belongs  ynto  him,  and  our  Father  has  fo- 
lemnly  invefted  him  therewith,  Pfal.  ii.  6.  Though 
all  his  brethren  are  the  children  of  the  King,  yet  he  a- 
lone  is  the  heir  of  the  crown.  On  this  Lion  of  the 
tribf  of  Judah.  the  kingdom  is  fettled,  and  the  fceptre 
is  given  him  over  all  the  glorious  family  of  his  bre- 
ihren^  who  are  in  number  as  the  fand  of  the  fea.  Col. 
i.  18.  Him  muft  all  his  brethren  praife,  tohim  muft 
they  bow  down  (Gen.  xlix.  8.)  Hcb.  i,  6.  The  fcep- 
tre put  into  his  hand  (hall  never  depart. 

(2.)  The  priefthood  is  his.  In  him  the  crown  and 
the  mitre  both  meet  together;  Zech.  vi.  13.  Hejhall 
Jii  and  rule  upon  his  throne  ;  and  he  Jhall  be  a  Prtejl  upon 
bis  throne.  God  hath  given  him  an  eternal  and  un- 
changeable priefthood  confirmed  by  an  oath,  Pfal,  ex.  ^j. 
He  hath  oftered  his  facrifice,  and  gone  into  the  holy 
of  holies  in  heaven  Viiih  the  blood  of  atonement. 
He  hath  redeemed  men,  and  confirmed  angels,  being 
ihade  their  head,  {Iph.  i.  10.  Whatever  facrifices  we 
have  to  offer,  God  iaith  of  Cbrift  to  us,  as  of  Job  to 
his  friends.  Go  to  myfervant  Joby  and  offer  up  for  your- 
felves  a  burnt- offerinar  ;  and  my  fervant  Job  fhall  fray 
for  you  ;  for  htm  will  I  accept^  chap.  xlii.  8.  For  to 
him  it  belongs  to  oflfer  for  the  family. 

(3.)  The  blcfling  is  his.  Though  ?\\  the  children 
be  blefled,  yet  the  eldeft  brother  had  a  peculiar  blcfl^ 
ing  allotted  to  him  above  all  the  reft.  Therefore 
laid  liaac,  Thy  brother  hath  taken  away  thy  bleffwg^ 
Gen.  xxvii.  35.     So  cur  Lord  Chrift  hath  received 
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the  peculiar  b'effing  of  his  Father,  Rom.  ix.  5.  He 
is  the  fountain  and  llorehoufe  of  btelling  to  ail  the  fi- 
mily.  Others  receive  the  blefiing  in  the  capacity  of 
a  velTel  to  fcrve  thetnfelves,  he  in  the  capacity  of  a 
fountain,  to  fhed  abroad  unto  others.  And  they 
whom  he  blcflcs  Jhall  be  blcfled  indeed. 

(4.)    Lafily,   The   double  portion   of  our  Father's 
goods  is  his,  as  that  is  underllood,  2  Kings  ii.  9.     The 
greateft  fulnefs  that  ever  any  had  was  never  compa-    1 
rable  to  him,  who  is  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladnds 
above  his  fellows,  Pfal.  slv.  7.     Whatever  portion  of  1 
the  Spirit  men  or  angels  are  partakers  of,  it  is  ftili  by    ' 
a  certain  meafure  ;  but  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by 
meafure  unto  him,  John  iii.  34.     For  the  fulnefs  of 
the  Godhead  dwells  in  him  bodily,  CoL  ii.  9.     And 
accordingly  his  glory  in  heaven  is  without  a  parallel  a- 
niong  his  brethren,  who  fhall  all  be  glorious  :  but  they 
receive  and  borrow  iheir  hght  from  him,    he  gives  U,    ,1 
Hev.  xxi.  23.  ! 

2 .  Angels,  the  fons  of  God  by  creation,  Job  xxxviii. 
7.  They  are  of  this  number,  and  are  an  innumerable 
company  of  pure  and  fpotlefs  and  glorious  fpirits,  all 
fons  of  the  houle,  witli  whom  the  adopted  are  fel- 
low children  of  God,  Heb.  xii.  22.  The  angelical  na- 
ture in  itfelf  is  far  more  honourable  than  man's, 
feeing  they  are  pure  fpirits,  not  clogged  with  bodies, 
as  we  are;  therefore  fays  the  pfalniili  of  man.  Thai  ! 
Imfl'made  bhn  a  little  lower  than  the  angeis,  Piiil.  viiii  , 
5.  And  they  have  never  been  polluted  with  fin, 88 
we  are.  Yet  they  own  thenifelves  the  brethren  of  the  ' 
adopted  faints  even  in  this  life.  Nay,  they  are  con- 
tent to  be  niiniftering  fpirits  to  them,  even  as  the 
grown  children  of  a  family  arc  employed  to  take  care 
of  the  little  children,  their  brothers  and  fillers,  not 
capable  to  take  care  of  themfeives,  Heb.  i.  ult. 

3.  Lajllyt  'Ihe  (hints  in  heaven  and  earth,  fons  of 
God  by  regeneration  and  adoption,  Eph.  iii,  15, 
The  faints  on  earth  are  the  excetJent  upon  it,  more es- 

,f;;[Ient  than  thtir  neiglibours,  ^nd  as  foon  4s  orc  j^jdt 
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opted  of  God,  he  has  them  all  for  brothers  and  fitters ; 
and  fo  there  is  a  fpecial  love  among  them,  as  betwixt 
the  children  of  one  family,  i  John  iii.  14.  Nay,  they 
mre  in  the  fame  relation  to  the  faints  in  heaven,  and 
incorporated  with  them,  Heb.  xii.  ?  3,  Though  they 
are  very  far  above  us,  yet  we  are  children  of  God  as 
well  as  they,  as  the  little  ones  are  as  truly  of  the  fa- 
mily as  the  fons  of  perfect  age ;  and  as  that  part  o£ 
the  family  that  dwells  in  the  lower  rooms,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  are  advanced  to  the  higher. 

This  is  that  glorious  number  the  adopted  are  re- 
ceived  into,  with  tbefe  they  are  counted.  All  chefe 
have  one  and  the  fame  Father,  God,  John  x^.  17. 
the  lame  elder  brother,  Chrift ;  and  do  all  make  up 
one  family,  whereof  (he  elder  brother  is  the  head, 
whofe  head  is  God. 

Us£.  Sue  for  this  adoption,  and  for  being  received 
into  this  number ;  and  for  this  caufe  come  out  from 
among  .the  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  and  be  ye  fepa- 
rate.  There  is  a  feaft  before  us  made  for  the  children. 
It  is  a  fad  token  for  people  never  to  partake  of  the 
childrens  bread,  but  ever  to  (land  at  a  diftance,  as 
ilrangers  to  the  family :  and  what  concern  can  there 
be  in  the  fpirits  of  thefe  for  the  privileges  of  God's 
invifible  family,  that  have  no  concern  for  the  privi- 
leges of  his  viiible  family  on  earth  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  dangerous  to  intrude  among  the  children, 
while  one  is  not  of  the  family  ;  to  come  in  among  the 
children  of  God  at  the  Lord's  table,  while  they  are 
not  come  out  from  among  the  children  of  Satan. 

This  adoption  is  in  your  offer.  Ye  that  are  of  the 
black  number  this  day,  msy  be  received  into  this 
number  fo  honourable  and  glorious.  If  ye  believe 
thefe  things,  they  cannot  but  move  you  to  come  away, 
and  join  yourfelves  to  the  houfehold  of  God. 

Secondly,  They  get  a  right  to  the  privileges  of  the 
fons  of  God.  Thefe  are  great  privileges,  even  agreeable 
to  the  dignity  of  the  family  they  arc  taken  into.     I 
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ihall  lay  thefc  before  you,  to  move  yoa  to  feefc  td  pir« 
take  ot  tliis  benefit. 

1.  A  new  name,  Rev.  ii.  17.  &  in.  n.  God's 
name  is  put  upon  them  ;  and  what  is  that,  but  asicis 
in  the  text,  their  old  name  is  for  ever  laid  afidc  ;  they 
are  no  more  called  children  of  the  devil,  but  the  Ions 
and  daughters  of  God.  They  are  called  of  God  foni 
and  daughters,  Heb.  sii.  5.  Let  the  world  call  them 
what  names  of  contempt  they  will,  God  will  call 
them  hy  moit  endearing  and  honourable  names,  ai 
his  trealure,  Exod.  xix.  5.  his  jewels,  Mai.  iii.  i/. 
See  the  whole  Song  of  Solomon. 

2.  The  Spirit  of  adoption,  Horn.  viii.  15,  That  is 
the  Spirit  bi  the  family  of  heaven,  a  noble  and  gepc* 
rous  fpirit,  a  Spirit  of  love  to  God  and  coDfideoce  in 
iiim  as  a  Father.  Hereby  they  are  enabled  to  call 
God  Father,  and  that  is  more  worth  than  a  tliou&nd 
worlds.  The  reft  ot  the  world  may  call  him  LokI] 
the  hypocrite  Mafter ;  but  the  believer  may  Tall  him 
Father,  at  all  times,  in  all  the  changes  of  his  difpenfa- 
tions;  fur  Abba  is  a  word  that,  read  it  backward  or 
forward,  is  Itill  the  fame.  He  difowns  others  pre- 
tences to  this,  John  viii.  41.  44.  but  he  prcfles  it  on  and 
teaches  it  his  own,  Jer.  iii.  4.  W'tU  tljQu  not  from  tbu 
time  cry  unto  me.  My  father? 

3.  Accefs  to  God  and  communion  with  him.  Thcy. 
may  comt  farther  in  than  others,  come  forward  wilfc 
hi)ly  boldnefs,  when  others  muii  ftand  aback,  EpiB 
ii.  12.  God  ;is  a  Father  is  familiar  with  his  coi<, 
dren,  allows  them  a  lioly  confidence  with  him,  U 
children  to  pour  their  complaints  into  his  bofom,  and 
tdt  him  all  their  wanfs.  And  never  did  a  father 
take  iu  much  delight  in  the  talking  of  his  child  W 
him,  as  God  in  the  prayers  of  his  people  poured  outj 
by  virtue  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  Frov.  xv.  8.  Cant, 
ii.  14. 

4.  Special  immiyiitics  and  freedoms.  Kirg's  ch'l* 
dren  have  grent  immunities,  Matth.  xvii.s6.  but  G  jU'i 
children  the  grcateft  of  all.     While  others  arc  co^ 
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demned  men,  flaves,  fervants  at  bed  ;  the  children  are 
.free.  They  are  freed  from  the  law  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  the  yoke  wreathed  about  all  others  necks. 
Others  muft  work  for  their  living,  and  muft  die,  if 
they  cannot  gain  life  thereby :  but  their  life  is  given 
them  without  it,  as  children.  They  are  free  from 
the  curfe,  which  is  clapt  on  others,  upon  every  breach 
of  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  10.  but  their  breaches  may  bring 
on  them  a  crofs,  but  by  no  means  a  curfe,  ver.  13. 
They  arc  free  from  the  hurt  of  every  thing  in  th'^  iffue, 
Luke  X.  19.;  while  others  are  liable  to  be  wortted  by 
the  beft  things,  they  Ihall  not  be  fo,  Rom.  viii.  35, 
38.  39.  but  bettered  by  the  worft  of  things  that  befal 
them,  ver.  ^8. 

5.  God's  fatherly  love  and  picy.  The  little  chil- 
dren, while  in  tliis  world,  are  liable  to  many  infir- 
mities, and  he  diftinguifhes  their  weakaefs  from 
wickednefs,  and  pities  them,  Ffal.  ciii.  13.  And  the 
elder  brother  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  them,  Heb. 
iv.  15.  No  bowels  are  fo  tender  and  lifting  as  God's 
:owards  his  children  ;  no  mother  fo  tender  of  the 
ruit  of  her  womb  as  God  is  of  his  children,  If.  xlix. 
[5.  When  he  correfts  them,  he  docs  it  with  a  fa- 
herly  reluclancc.  Lam.  iii.  33.  When  he  gives  them 
I  frown  or  a  rough  word,  his  bowels  yearn  towards 
hem,  and  their  relen tings  go  near  his  heart,  Jer. 
Lxxi.  20.  His  anger  is  foon  over,  in  comparifon  of 
;he  cloud  of  wrath  that  abides  on  others,  though  they 
ire  ready  to  look  on  it  as  a  kind  of  eternity ;  but  his 
"Cturning  mercies  are  lafting.  If.  liv.  8.^  And  from  this 
Mty  many  times  he  fpares  them,  whetf^Yherwife  the/ 
ivould  heavily  fmart,  Mai.  iii.  17. 

6.  Protection,  Prov.  xiv.  26.  They  are  in  danger 
Si'hile  they  are  here,  from  the  devil,  the  world,  and 
:he  lief h ;  in  danger  by  temptations  to.  fin,  by  cala- 
mities ;  but  God  fets  a  hedge  about  them,  which  nei- 
ther devils  nor  their  agents  can  break  over,  but  as  he 
r>pens  a  gap  by  his  permifllon  for  their  trial,  Jobi.  10. 
In  all  cafes  they  have  a  Father  to  run  to,  boji  aLle 
Vol.  II.  K  k 
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and  wlllin{3;  to  proCect  them,  Pfal.  xc.  i.  "When  they 
fall  iato  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  they  are  merciful- 
ly delivered,  and  never  left  with  them,  Pfal.  xsxvii. 
1^.  And  at  lengtfi  he  will  fet  them  beyond  all  dm- 
ger,  Rev.  xsi.  35. 

7.  Proviiion,  i  Pet.  v.  7.  He  provides  for  their 
fouls,  Pfal.  Ixssiv.  1 1.  And  flnce  he  is  the  God  of 
the  whole  man,  he  provides  for  their  bodies  too,  both 
food  and  raiment,  If.  xxxiii.  \6.  RIatth.  vi.  30.  32. 
Come  what  will,  God's  children  fliall  be  provided 
for  ;  for  he  th:tt  feeds  his  birdii  the  ravens  that  cry, 
will  not  ftarve  his  children.  Though  he  will  not 
make  provilion  fur  their  lulls,  he  will  make  proviHon 
for  their  neceflities,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  3. 

8.  Sealbnable  and  fanctificd  correiflion.  What  is  1 
proper  punilliment  and  a  Jign  of  wrath  on  others,  is 
a  privilege  to  tiiem,  Hcb.  xti.  6.  It  is  a  fpecial  bene- 
iit  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  proceeding  from  God'l 
fatherly  love,  Pfal.  Ixxxlx.  30.  31.  32.  Some  fmart 
more  for  a  whiiri;h  luuk  after  an  idol,  than  others 
for  giving  thenifclves  a  full  fwing  in  their  evil  way; 
Ibme  more  for  deadncfs  and  indifpoiition  in  prayer, 
than  others  for  neglecting  it  altogether,  <b'c.  Furl 
final!  fault  in  a  child  whofe  education  the  father  hasa 
peculiar  concern  for,  will  be  more  feverely  checked 
tiiLin  a  greater  in  a  ilranger. 

9.  LaJIly,  An  inheritance  and  portion,  acconiing 
to  their  Father's  quality.  They  are  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint- heirs  with  Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  17.  Soailil 
theirs,  grace  and  glory.  Their  portion  will  iievfl 
£a\\,  but  tell  out  through  eternity,  when  the  portion 
of  worldly  men  fhali  be  at  an  end,  i  Pet.  i.  ^* 
Tlicir  Father  gives  them  of  his  moveables,  as  he  fed 
meet ;  but  their  inheritance  is  not  moveable,  Ueb. 
xii.  2S.  I 

THIRDLY,  The  nest  thing  is  to  fliew  the  proper*  I 
ties  of  this  adoption.  j 

J.  It  is  a  precious  and  coftly  relation.  There  wai  | 
a^jce,  a  great  one,  p.iid  to  inftale  the  linner  ial^ 
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•ivilegc.  What  the  chief  captain  faid  to  Paul  in 
I  other  cafe.  With  a  gr^at  fum  obtained  I  this  freedom^ 
fts  xxu.  28.  a  child  of  God  may  fay  concerning 
mfelf,  though  he  paid  not  that  fum  himfelf,  Gal.  i\% 

5.  The  Sv)n  of  God,  Chrift,  bought  them  by  his 
>edience  and  death.  That  is  the  price  of  our  ad- 
ption. 

2.  It  is  a  high  and  honourable  one,  John  1.  12.  As 
w  as  we  naturally  are,  adopting  grace  raifeth  us  to 
le  higheft  pitch  of  honour  we  are  capable  of  j  to  be 
!«tliren  of  angels,  yea  of  Chrift,  and  the  children  of 
od.  Seemeth  it^af/jiatl  thing  to  you  to  be  fon- in-law  to 
kingf  faid  David;  but  how  much  more  to  bq  the 
)ns  and  daughters  of  the  King  of  heaven? 

3,  It  is  freely  beftowed,  Eph.  i.  5.  There  is  no- 
hing  in  the  adopted  naturally,  more  than  in  the  reft 
>f  their  natural  father's  houfe,  to  move  God  to  pitch 
>n  them  rather  than  others,  fo  that  it  is  fi:ee  grace 
Tierely  that  makes  the  difference.  Neither  birth,  nor 
:>eauty,  nor  parts  can  be  here  alleged,  Ezek  •  xvi, 
Neither  was  it  from  indigence,  as  an^ong  men,  tliat 
God  adopted  any  of  the  children  of  men,  but  from 
his  own  bountiful  nature :  not  tp  bring  any  addi* 
tioaal  pleafure  or  cpmfort  to  himfelf,  for  he  needs 
none ;  but  to  make  them  partakers  of  his  goodnefs. 

4.  Lajlly^  It  is  a  never- failing  relation.  Once  a 
child  of  God,  ever  fo,  i  John  viii.  35,  If  a  child  wan- 
der froffi  his  father*s  honffe,  he  will  be  fought  and 
brought  b^ick  again ;  fo  the  children  of  God  fltiall 
pcrfevere  in  the  ftate  of  grace,  A  fervant  of  the 
lioufe  of  heaven  may  be  turned  out  of  doors,  and 
Juite  leave  their  Mafter,  2  Pet.  ii.  i,  yea  a  natural 
on  naay  alio  perifli  or  be  loft.  So  Adana  was  turne4 
)lit,  fo  the  fallen  angels  nev^r  recovered.  But  God's 
dopted  children  can  never  fall  totally  away,  PiaU 
i-xxix,  30.-3^. 

U$E  I.  of  information.     Is  adoptioii   into   God^i 
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family  the  peculiar  privUcge  pf  thofe  that  are  tffec- 
tually  called  ?  then, 

1.  The  goi'pel-calling  is  the  higheft  calling;  men  are 
capable  of,  Phil.'iii.  14.  It  ca|ls  men  to  the  dignity 
of  the  fnns  of  God,  And  they  that  undervalue  it 
fliew  themfelves  fons  of  earth,  that  know  not  the 
■things  of  God.  It  might  draw  tears  of  pity  from  the 
eyes  God  has  enlightened,  to  think  how  the  gofpdr 
call  is  flighted,  as  idle  tales,  how  men  value  themr 
felve  on  trifles  and  Ijaublcs  of  this  world,  and  think 
the  compliance  with  the  gofpelcall  a  vain  thing:  and 
all  this  by  men  whofe  eyes  the  gc-d  of  this  world 
has  blinded,  2  Cor.  iv,  3.  4.  who  trample  on  the 
pearl,  becaul'e  they  know  not  the  value  of  it. 

2.  Ihe  unconverted  man  is  of  Satan's  family  flill, 
a  child  of  the  devil,  for  he  is  not  adopted  into  God'* 
lamily,  John  viii.  44.  Many  a  gofpel-call  has  found- 
ed in  your  eavs,  Coner,  haft  thou  not  come  away  oa  < 
the  call  ?  then  thou  are  yet  a  child  of  the  devil.  Acts 
xiii.  10.  and  therefore  an  heir  of  hell  and  of  wrath, 
I'erhaps  thou  wilt  not  believe  this,  and  never  couldft: 
but  that  is  agreeable  enough  to  the  blindncfs  of  the 
children  of  the  family  of  darknefs,  Jtev.  iii.  iji 
Whofe  image  deft  thou  bear  ?  Holinefs  is  God'a 
image,  unbolinefs  the  devil's.  Thy  daik  heart  anil 
unholy  life  plainly  tell  the  family  thou  art  of. 

3.  The  unconverted  man  has  no  right  before  tlie 
tord  to  lit  down  at  the  Lord's  table.  It  is  childreni 
bread,  and  not  to  be  caft  to  the  dogs,  Matth.  xv.  3& 
It  is  true,  men  that  make  a  credible  proftflion  of  thdf 
repenlance,  have  a  right  before  the  chuichj  for  of 
the  heart  in  that  cafe  men  cannot  judge.  But  a  tokn^ 
irom  an  angel  will  not  bear  out  a  child  of  tLe  devil  at 
God's  table,  belore  the  Lord.  God  makes  this  tcaft 
lor  his  children  ;  and  if  God  had  not  children  to  feed 
here,  it  would  not  be  prepared  :  but  wo  to  thofe  tbit 
come  in  among  ihcm,  not  having  fincerely  forlhkco 
their  natural  ^athtr's  houfe,  and  theii'  c\\n  peo|^e.' 
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Will  he  welcome  the  children  of  his  grand  enemy  a- 
mong  his  own  ?  No  fure.  Therefore  firft  comply 
with  the  gofpel-call,  Conie  out  from  among  them^  and  be 
ye  fepsrate.  Come  to  Chrift,  that  ye  may  be  entered 
into  God's  family  by  adoption,  and  then  come  to  his 
table. 

j^.  Compliance  with  the  gofpel-call  brings  with  it  a 
right  to  the  table  of  the  Lord.  This  do,  and  ye  fliall 
be  adopted  into  his  family,  and  have  a  right  to  the 
privileges  thereof.  This  anfwers  the  queltion,  How 
inay  we  be  fitted  for  the  Lord's  table  V  The  gofpel 
calls  you  to  come  away,  forget  your  own  people,  and 
your  father's  houfe,  the  entertainment,  work,  and 
bufinefs  thereof.  Give  up  with  all  your  lufts  and 
idols,  receive  Chrift  for  your  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King ;  enter  into  the  covenant  Cncerely.  And  Chrift's 
Father  ihall  be  your  Father,  and  then  ye  fliall  be  fitted 
to  come  to  his  table,  and  have  the  childrens  portion. 

5.  A  true  Chrittian  is  more  excellent  than  his 
neighbour,  Prov,  xii.  16.  A  godly  man  is  more  pre- 
ferable to  a  wicked  man,  than  a  king's  fon  is  to  the 
fon  of  a  flave,  tho'  in  external  things  the  latter  may 
have  the  pre  eminence.  A  laint  in  rags  is  a  child  of 
God,  while  the  wicked  laded  with  honours  and  wealth 
is  a  child  of  the  devil.  'Ihe  former  has  privileges  as 
far  above  thofe  of  the  other,  as  the  heavens  are  above 
the  earth.  O,  if  this  were  believed,  people  would 
more  eagerly  purfue  after  grace  than  gold,  and  feck 
the  ftate  of  grace  more  than  all  the  world  can  afford. 

6.  See  hence  the  fpring  of  the  hatred  of  the  world 
3gainft  the  people  of  God,  that  has  vented  itfelf  in 
all  the  abufes  they  have  met  with  from  the  wicked. 
They  are  of  oppofite  families,  that  will  never  agree, 
John  XV-  19.  Hence  it  is  that  the  love  of  the  bre- 
thren is  made  a  fign  of  a  child  of  God,  i  John  iii.  14. 
And  to  be  haters  and  defpifers  of  them,  is  a  black 
maik-  But  look  abroad  through  the  world,  and  ye 
will  fee  that  if  there  be  perfons  wlio  hate  to  be  re- 
ftrained,    but  pau  take  a  latitude  to  themfclves,  thcic 
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are  the  men.     But  as  for  others,  that  dare  not  go  in- 
to the  fame  excels  of  riot,  who  tremble  at  the  Lord's 
vord,  and  carry  at  a  diftance  from  the  appearance  of 
evil,  ihefe  are  ready  to  be  maligned,  mocked,  and 
defpifed,    as  men   of  no   fpirit ;    becaufe  not  of  (he 
fpirit  of  the  devil's  family.     Nay,    not  only  is  the 
world's  contempt  and  fpite  againft  the  children,  but 
aRainft  the  very  fervants,  whom  the  world  dcfpifc 
utt-tiiDcs  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  they  are 
fervants,  and  concerned  in  the  church,  which  is  Cod's 
family  on  earth.      Unlike   the   difpofition  of  God's 
children,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  lo.  who  fay,  A  dayin  thy  comls 
is  betfer  than  a  tboiifand  -  /  had  rather  be  a  door  ietttr 
in  the  houfe-  of  my  God,  than  ts  diaell  in  the  funis  of 
ivickednefs. 

7.  hQplyt  The  people  of  God  are  brethren,  and 
fhould  live  together  in  peace  and  unity  and  love,  t% 
brethren.  O  how  unnatural  are  the  jarrings  and  dif-  ■ 
cords  among  llinfe  that  profefs  to  be  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily of  heaven  !  Our  heavenly  F;ither  fetcing  his  chil- 
dren on  their  way  home  together,  fays  as  Jofcph  did 
to  his  brctlircn,  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  -way. 
Gen.  xlv.  14.  Lay  by  all  feuds  and  difcords  among 
yourfclvcs,  forgive  as  ye  would  be  forgiven.  And 
efpecially  1  warn  all  againft  approaching  to  the  table 
of  the  Lord,  in  the  leaven  of  bitterncfs,  malice,  and 
revenge,  keeping  up  their  quarrels.  It  is  a  feaft  for 
the  children  of  the  family,  fealing  our  comnmnion 
with  one  another  ;  a  feal  of  the  pardon  of  fin,  and 
reconciliation  with  God,  which  we  cannot  have  unlelk 
we  forgive  others  from  the  heart,  Matth.  vi,  15. 
Therefore  remember  that,  If  thou  brin^  thy  gift  to  tie 
altar,  and  there  rememberej}  thai  thy  brother  hath  ougbt_ 
(igainft  thee  i  leave  theie  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and 
go  thy  iL'jy,  firji  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother ^  and  then 
(ome  and  iffer  thy  gift,  chap.  v.  23.  24. 

Use  II.  Tiy  whether  ye  be  the  children  of  God, 
adopted  into  God's  family  or  not,  To  quicken  yoi 
herein,  conlidcr, 


Of  Adoption.  263 

Mot.  I.  Ye  were  born  children  of  the  devirs  fa- 
mily ;  he  was  your  natural  father,  and  there  is  no 
middle  ftate  betwixt  the  two  fainiles.  Still  ye  belong 
either  to  the  one  or  the  other.  Does  it  not  concern 
you  then  to  fearch  which  of  the  two  ye  are  now  of; 
\7hether  ye  be  come  out  from  among  them,  or  are 
ilill  living  with  them,  among  whom  ye  were  born  ? 

2.  This  matter  is  of  the  greatell  weight.  Upon 
the  one  hand  are  the  moft  excellent  privileges,  which 
it  is  fad  to  lofe  ;  and  on  the  other  the  moft  dreadful  dif- 
advantages,  which  it  is  terrible  to  lie  under.  They 
differ  as  hpavcn  and  hell ;  and  indeed  your  eternal 
fiate  turns  upon  this  point.  If  ye  be  children  of  God, 
heaven  (hall  be  your  maniion ;  if  not,  hell  your  ever- 
lading  abode. 

3.  Many  deceive  themfelves  in  this  point.  They 
call  God  Father,  whom  he  will  never  own  for  his 
children,  John  viii.  41.  44.  They  look  for  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  children,  who  will  be  difowned,  as 
children  of  Satan.  And  O  what  a  terrible  furprife 
i?vili  that  be,  to  be  caft  down  from  the  higheft  hopes 
to  the  loweft  pitch  of  defpair ! 

4.  Laftly^  This  trial  is  at  all  times  neceffary,  but 
efpecially  on  occalion  of  the  facrament,  i  Cor.  xi.  28. 
Wherefore  let  a  man  examine  himfelf^  andfo  let  him  eat  of 
that  breadj  and  drink  of  that  cup.  To  clear  this,  is  to 
clear  your  right  to  that  holy  ordinance.  The  chil- 
dren whom  God  has  taken  into  his  family  by  ad- 
option, he  has  prepared  that  table  for,  and  for  none 
elfe.  Others  are  debarred  as  none  of  his  family,  but 
of  the  family  of  Satan.  They  are  bid  welcome  as  his 
own  children,  for  whofe  nourilhment,  growth,  and 
comfort,  he  has  prepared  it.  Ye  may  know  this  by 
the-  following  marks. 

Mark  1.  The  image  ye  bear.  Children  are  like 
their  father,  and  all  God's  children  father  themfelves. 
I  allude  to  Judg.  viii.  18.  They  each  one  refemble 
-the  children  of  a  king.  Look  to  thy  own  foul,  and 
fay  as  Chrift  of  the  tribute- money,  Whofe  image  and 
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fuperfcriftion  is  this  f  The  image  of  God  may  fiiine 
moi'e  brightly  in  one  than  another,  in  one  perfonat 
one  time  more  than  another:  but  his  image  is  oo  afl 
his  children,  2  Cor.  iii.  i8.   If  thou  beareft  his  imag^ 
thou  u^ilt  be  like  him, 

I.    In   the  head,  for   there  will  .be   fpiritual  and  ^ 
faving  knowledge.  Col.  iii.  10.     He  is  the  Father  ^ 
lights y  and  his  children  are  chil<lren  of  lights  Eph.  v.  8, , ' 
Ye  that  are  yet  living  in  your  natural  darkneft,  with 
whom  there  has  been  no  morning  to  put  aa  end  to 
the  daiknefs  of  a  natural  ftate,  are  yet  of  the  family 
of  Satan.     And  particularly  grofsly -ignorant  ones  are 
fo,  If.  xxvii.  1 1.     For  though  fomc  of  God*s  children 
may  not  be  book-learned,  they  are  all  Spirit-learned, 
John  vi.  45.     But  if  God  has  enlightened  your  dark-   , 
nefs,  and  ye  are  renewed  in  knowledoe,  it  is  a  good 
lign,  if  ye  are  let  into  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
fpiritual  things,  by  the  workipg  of  the  Spirit  of  ths 
Lord  on  you. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  falfe  light,  and  a  vain  know-  ; 
ledge  of  fpiritual  things,  even  in  the  devil's  family. 
But  faving  knowledge  is  (i.)  Solid  and  humbling,  , 
Job  xlii.  5.  6.  and  the  more  a  man  has  of  it,  he  is  tbc 
more  vile  in  his  own  eyes :  the  other  is  airy  and 
windy,  i  Cor.-  viii.  i.  Knowledge  puflfeth  up;  and 
makes  a  man  think  himfdf  fomething,  when  he  is 
nothing.  (2.)  Lively  and  fanftifying,  John  xiii.  I7» 
When  the  Spirit  came  on  the  primitive  church,  Afts 
ii.  3.  there  appeared  tongues  like  fire  :  fo  true  know- 
ledge has  a  heat  with  it,  to  burn  up  known  fin,  and 
to  burn  toward  known  duty.  They  know  and  defire 
to  know,  in  order  to  praclife.  The  other  is  a  fort  of 
wild  fire,  that  has  light  with  it,  but  no  heat ;  meet 
enough  to  lead  people  to  the  pit,  wher^  there  is  a 
burning  heat,  but  no  light,  1  Cor.  viii.  i.  Unholy 
minifters  and  profeffors,,  that  have  knowledge,  they 
are  like  gentlemen  fkilled  in  architecture ;  all  the  uie 
they  hav^^  for  it,  is  to  tell  how  a  houfe  fliould  be 
built,  and  draw  the  draughts,  but  they  never  lay  ^ 
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^one.  The  child  of  God  is  like  the  mafon  that 
learns  the  trade,  to  the  end  he  may  work  in  it  daily* 
The  former  may  have  more  of  the  theory  than  the 
btter,  and  can  talk  more  rationally  about  it ;  but  they 
ire  not  called  mafons :  the  latter  have  more  of  the 
pradice,  fp  the  name  is  theirs.  Even  fo  in  fpirituals^ 
tfnea  not  enlightncd  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  fo 
as  to  pra^fe  it  in  works  of  holinefs,  are  not  called 
of  God  Chriftians.  (3.)  Lajily,  Experimental  and  fa* 
toury,  Phil.  iii.  9.  The  child  of  God  feels  the  power 
bf  truth  on  his  foul.  He  fees  the  ^lory  of  Chrift  and 
fdigion,  and  he  loves  them,  and  is  touched  with  the 
overcoming  beauty.  He  feels  the  ill  oF  (in,  and  he  i« 
pot  in  horror  with  the  deformity  of  it,  i  Pet.  ii.  3,  The 
Mher  is  fpeculative,  unfelt,  untried,  i  Cor.  xiii.  i.  2. 
5.  They  fpeak  of  religion,  as  a  parrot," without  the 
ietife  or  knowledge  of  the  things  themfelves,  as  a 
man  does  of  war  that  was  never  at  a  battle,  or  one  of 
fweet  fpices  that  he  never  faw,  i  Tim.  i.  7. 

2.  In  heart.  Children  readily  partake  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  their  parents ;  fo  that  as  they  are  like 
them  in  the  face,  they  are  like  them  in  their  manners 
too.  The  child  of  God  gets  a  new  heart,  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  26.  So  righteoufnel's  and  holinefs  are  parts 
of  the  image  of  God,  Eph.  iv.  24.  Every  child  of 
God  is  in  fome  meafure  like  David,  a  man  after  God's 
own  heart.  The  heart  that  was  bent  to  evil,  gets  a 
fdtto  the  right  fide;  the  heart  ,piat  was  enmity  a- 
gainft  God,  is  turned  to  him.  I^llthat  the  foul  loves 
what  God  loves,  hates  what  he  hates,  forrows  for 
what  grieves  his  Spirit,  rejoices  in  what  is  acceptable 
to  him.  Thefe  are  the  upright  and  pure  in  heart  in  a 
gdfpelfenfe,  Matth.  v.  8. 

But  fbme  will  {ay.  Well,  I  keep  always  a  good  heart 
to  God.  Others,  Alas  !  the  heart  is  the  worft  bit  in  me, 
where  I  can  fee  the  leaft  liknefs  to  God.  Anf.  Many 
that  are  firft  fhali  be  laft,  and  the  laft  fliall  be  firft. 
The  heart  is  both  the  beft  and  worft  bit  in  man. 
The  beft,  Prov.  iv.  23.  the  wor'ft,  Jer.  xvii.  9.     And 

Vol.  ii.  L  I 
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therefore  I  conclude,  that  che  furmer  fort  are  none  of 
the  children  of  Ood  ;  becaufe  they  are  blind,  and  tnif- 
taice  the  worll  part  of  them  for  the  bsft,  the  chambers 
of  imagery  for  the  temple  of  God,  Rev.  iii,  17.  Prov. 
XXX.  I  J.  The  latter  fort  may  be  God's  children  j  for 
that  which  makes  the  heart  to  be  both  the  beft  and 
worft  part,  is,  that  in  every  heart  of  God's  family  oa 
earth,  there  is  a  renewed  part,  the  fpirit ;  and  an  un- 
renewed part,  the  flefli.  Gal.  v.  17. ;  the  one  the  beft 
part,  the  other  the  worft.  So  that  this  holds  of  the 
children  of  God  ;  for  the  bell  part  of  an  unrenewed 
man  is  his  life,  be  it  never  fo  bad,  his  heart  is  always 
■worfe,  as  the  fountain  is  worfe  than  the  ftream,  Mirk 
vii.  3  1.  Now,  the  child  of  God  looking  on  the 
unrenewed  part  of  the  heart,  fees  the  worft  bit  in 
him  :  but  if  he  look  to  the  renewed  part,  it  is  thi 
beft  for  al!  that,  better  than  his  life,  Pfal.  x!v.  13.  be 
it  never  fo  good,  Matth.  xxvi.  41. 

The  heart  of  a  child  of  God  is  a  roomy  houfe  ;  and 
grace  and  corruption  in  that  begirt  are  like  two  Hit- 
ters, one  going  out  of  the  houfe,  the  other  coming 
into  it.  The  outgoing  tenant  is  loath  to  leave  the 
houfe,  makes  no  fpeed  to  lift  his  pleniiliing,  but  ai 
the  incomer  lifts  it  for  him  to  make  room  for  hii 
own.  So  here  lies  the  one's  furniture,  there  the  o- 
ther's  in  and  about  the  fame  houfe.  Kven  fo  God*( 
good  things  that  he  has  in  a  faiot,  and  the  devil'sevit 
thinjjs  that  he  has  in  him,  are  both  tn  be  found  ia 
houl'e  of  tlie  heart,  and  Handing  about  the  dooi 
the  life.  In  the  heart  of  a  child  of  God,  upon  tbe 
one  hand  lies  God's  pleniihing,  faith,  humility,  meek* 
^efs,  fcff.  on  the  other,  Satan's,  unbelief,  pride,  pjfi 
iion,  6'f.  with  this  difference,  that  the  latter  is  neaft 
ell  the  door,  and  all  lifted  out  of  their  place,  wbicfc 
they  fometimcs  ftood  in,  when  they  had  the  houfe 
their  alone. 

But  what  is  the  differencing  mark  here  of  a  heart 
on  which  Gnd's  likcnefa  is,  is,  that  the  law  of  God 
ii  written  on  that  he:irt,  Hcb.  viii.  10.     This  is  tb^ 
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pecuItaF  privilege  of  a  child  of  God.     And  it  fpeaks 
three  things. 

(!•)  A  heart-approbation  of  the  law.  The  law  of 
God  is  holy  and  pure,  condemning  all  impurity 
where-ever  it  is  found.  But  a  child  of  God  heartily 
approves  of  it,  for  all  that  it  ftrikes  againft  his  moft 
beloved  idols.  He  .approves  of  it  in  his  judgement, 
as  juft  and  righteous  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  in  his 
practical  judgement  as  good  as  well  as  juft,  Rom.  vii. 
1 2.  Which  evidences  the  natural  enmity  to  be  bro- 
ken,   and  the  heart  new-moulded,  Rom.  viii.  7. 

(2.)  A  heart-inclination  to  the  holy  law.  There  is 
a  principle  within  the  man  lying  the  fame  way  with 
the  law,  and  bending  towards  what  it  directs  to,  and 
a^vay  from  what  it  forbids,  ilom.  vii.  22.  And  tho' 
there  be  a  contrary  principle  to  this,  which  thwarts 
and  croffes  it,  yet  tiie  child  of  God  takes  part  with 
the  former  againft  tho  latter,  and  is  ftriving  Lind  long- 
ing to  be  rid  of  it,  Rom.  vii.  2^.  This  is  the  new  let 
of  the  heart,  given  in  the  new  birth,  confilling  not 
in  bare  wiflies  to  be  conformed  to  that  law,  but  in  a 
lefolutc  bent  of  the  heart  for  it,  which  wiM  never 
leave  its  ftrugglinj;,  till  it  overcome  at  laft.     And, 

(3.)  An  univerlality  in  both,    Pfal.  cxix.  6.     It  is 

not   Ibme  fiireds  and  pieces  of  the  law  that  the  heart 

approves  of  and  inclines  to,  but  the  whole  law  in  e- 

very  part  thereof   to  them  known,  ver.  128.      The 

lioly  la\v  in  all  the  parts   thereof  is   a  copy  of  the 

holy  divine  nature,  and  it  is  tranferibed  into  ahe  heart 

of  the  child  of  God,  in  fa  far  as  there  are  gracious 

inclinations  wrought  in  the  foul  anfwerable  to  the  fe- 

•  veral  points  of  the  law,  as  th^  wax  bears  the  impreis 

-of  the  feal,  John  i>.  16.     So  that  try  the  child  of  God 

in  his-  weakcll  iide,  this  approbation  and  inclination 

will  be  found,  Pfal.  xviii.  23. 

3.  In  their  walk,  Eph.  v.  i.  As  children  follow 
(heir  father's  footfteps,  the  children  of  God  follow 
their  heavenly  Father.  We  have  had  the  way  of  ouv- 
F^lhep,  Qod,  chalked  out  to  us  in  the  way  ojar  Lar4 
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took,  and  we  mull  prove  our  fonlhip  by  foUo^sing  bjq 
flqis,  I  John  ii.  6.  He  walked  in  the  way  of  humi. 
lity,  mecknefs,  fe!f  denial,  and  heavenly-mindednrfs; 
and  if  we  be  following  his  fteps  in  fincerity,  confciea- 
tioufly  aiming  aC  thele  things,  it  is  an  evidence  we  are 
the  children  uf  God. 

Pailiculady,  the  way  of  love  to  men  was  a  notable 
road  cf  his,  which  we  muil  follow,  Eph.  v.  a.  A 
fjiirit  of  bitterncls,  and  fierinefs,  and  felfiOinels, 
whatever  men  profcfs,  is  a  black  mark,  it  is  fo 
very  unlike  Chrill's  way.  And  although  the  lo- 
ving and  feeking  tlie  good  of  our  friends  is  lb  very 
rare  in  the  world,  and  people  generally  make  no  bones 
of  returning  evil  for  evil,  nay  many  times  workinj; 
niifchief  to  them  that  never  wronged  them  ;  yet  the 
loving  of  our  enemies,  as  Chrill  loved  his,  and  doing 
them  good  as  we  have  opportunity,  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ccflary  to  evidence  us  to  be  the  children  of  God, 
Matth.  V.  44.  45, 

Mark  2.  By  your  affections  to  the  family  of  God, 
A  child  of  God  has  child-like  affeflions  to  the  family  of 
l.eaven.  Nature  teaches  us  a  fpecial  affection  to  out 
relations  :  and  the  new  nature  and  ftate  teaches  tlie 
fame  to  the  heavenly  family,  betwixt  whom  there  is 
a  fpiritual  bond.  1'ry  the  puUe  of  your  affection! 
thereby  to  fee  your  (lite. 

1.  A  child  of  God  has  a  child-like  love  and  affecHoB 
to  God  as  his  Father,  and  to  Chrift  as  his  eider  bro- 
ther. This  is  afure  mark,  i  John  iv.  19.  They  bear 
a  fuperlative,  tranfcendent  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  lo- 
ving him  above  all  perfons,  and  all  things.  Heij 
dearer  to  them  than  lawful  or  unlawful  enjoyments, 
Pfal.  Ixsiii.  25.     And  this  love  will  manireft  'uSii, 

(1.)  In  honouring  him  as  a  Father,  Mai.  i,  6.  A  chiU 
of  God  has  an  honour  for  him,  which  the  reft  of  the 
world  have  not.  He  fees  a  glory,  loyclinefs,  and  maje- 
fly  in  him  above  all  other,  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  which  produca 
a  love  mixed  with  reverence,  that  makes  up  the  child- 
like ^iJpoGtion.     Thefe  arefeparatcd  in  others.    The 
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prefiimptaous  hypocrite  feems  to  have  a  love  to  him, 
but  they  want  reverence,  and  their  pretended  famili- 
arity breeds  contempt. '  The  unrenewed  heart  under 
convidiops  of  fin  and  duty  has  a  flavifli  fear  of  himf 
but  no  love  to  him.  But  the  child  of  God  has  love 
mixed  with  reverence. 

(a.)  A  confcientious  obedience  to  his  commands, 
I  John  v.  3.  The  father's  command  is  a  fufficienc 
bond  of  obedience  on  a  kindly  child ;  and  fo  is  God's 
on  thofe  that  are  his.  It  is  lamentable  to  think  of  the 
horrid  untendernefs  and  woful  latitude  that  many  take 
to  themfclvcs,  whofe  confcience  can  witnefs,  that 
God^s  command,  though  known,  has  not  the  weight 
of  a  feather  on  their  confciences,  in  many  things ; 
efpecially  where  their  own  intereft  is  concerned,  or  in 
things  that  are  thought  light  of  by  the  world.  But 
a  child  of  God  has  weighty  thoughts  of  God's  autho- 
rity,  fmiles,  and  frowns,  and  will  rather  venture  the 
difpleafing  of  any,  than  his  Father. 

(3.)  In  fubmitting  to  his  chaftifements,  Micah  vii. 
^.  1  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lordj  i'ays  the  pro-, 
phet,  becaufe  I  have  Jinned  again/},  him.  It  is  the  dif* 
pofition  of  a  child  of  God,  to  juftify  God  under  the 
rebukes  of  providence,  to  condemn  himfelf,  and  turn 
to  the  hand  that  fmiteth. 

(4.)  In  his.  abfence  frora  thenj,  and  difpleafure  a- 
gainft  them,  it  is  the  difpofition  of  a  child  of  God, 
^i.)  To  take  his  abfence  heavily  ;  fo  the  fpoufe  is  heart- 
ficK  when  her  beloved  is  gone,  a  thing  that  many 
arc  very  little  acquainted  with.  Cant.  v.  8.  (2.)  To 
luftify  him  in  his  withdrawings;  the  foul  leaves  its 
complaint  on  itfelf,  Pfal.  xxii.  i,  3.  (3.)  To  longfoir 
his  return  and  countenance,  with  a  holy  impatience, 
as  Sifera's  mother,  Judg.  v.  28.  Why  is  bis  chariot  fa 
iong  in  coming  f  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  f 
Plal.  Ixiii.  I.  OGodj  thou  art  my  God^  early  will  I  feek 
thee :  my  foul  thirfleth  for  tbee^  my  flejh  longeth  for  thee 
jn  a  dry  and  thirfty  land^  where  no  water  is.  (^•)  To. 
take  rcll  ii^  nothing  >yhile  he  hid^s  his  face.     World- 


270  Of  Adopfhn. 

ly  comforts,  yea  got  pel- ordinances,  are  faplefs  with- 
out him.  Still  they  fay  with  Job,  O  that  I  kttev/ 
where  I  ml^bl  find  him  !  Job  xxiii.  3.  Laflly,  To  ufe 
all  endeavours  to  find  him,  as  the  fpoufe  did.  Cant.  v. 

(5.)  Laflly,  In  his  prefence  with  them,  aod  the  oat- 
lettiogs  of  himfeif  to  them.  (1.)  To  be  well  content 
in  the  enjoyment  of  himfeif  inllead  of  all  things,  Pfal< 
iv.  6.  7.  (;.)  To  be  inflamed  with  love  to  him,  Luke 
xxiv.  32.  (3.)  To  be  defiring  more  and  more  of  hig 
prefence,  Cant.  viii.  6.  (4.)  To  like  well  the  full  ea- 
joyment  in  heaven,  Phil,  i.  23.  (5.)  To  be  loath  to 
part,  Cant.iii.  5. 

And  to  clear  yet  more  this  mark  of  love  to  God, 

[i.]  It  is  love  to  God  for  himfeif;  not  only  for 
what  he  has  to  give  us,  as  the  hypocrite's  fervile  lose 
is ;  but  alfo  for  what  he  is  in  himlelf,  Pfal.  xlv- 1- 
Thou  art  fairer  than  the  fom  of  men  :  grace  is  pot/red  in- 
to thy  lips  :  therefore  God  hath  blejfed  thee  for  ever.  Pial. 
Ixxiii.  2  5.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  f  and  then 
is  none  upon  the  earth  that  1  defire  bcfides  thee.  They 
love  him  in  all  his  perfections,  particularly  for  his  ho- 
linefs  and  fpotlcfs  purity,  Pfal.  scvii.  12.  Te  that  Int 
the  Lord,  hate  evil. 

[2.]  They  love  what  is  his  for  his  fake.  His  ftamp 
and  image  on  any  thing  makes  it  lovely  to  them,  Pfal; 
xxvi.  8.  Lord,  (fays  David),  f  have  laved  the  hahitatin 
of  thy  hotife,  and  the  place  where  thine  honour  diveUeib. 
Hence  they  love  his  truths,  ordinances,  and  people. 
"Which  brings  to  a  fecond  particular. 

■2.  He  has  a  love  to  the  brethren  of  tiie  family, 
I  John  iii.  14.     For  clearing  of  this  mark,  conlider, 

(i.)  It  is  a  love  to  them  as  fuch,  for  the  image  of 
God  appearing  in  them.  Whtn  we  love  the  godly 
for  their  godlinefs,  the  faints  for  their  fandity,  we  love 
God  in  them,  and  fo  may  conclude,  that  every  ent 
that  lovelh  him  thai  begat,  loveth  him  alfo  that  ii  beg^- 
ten  of  him,  1  John  v.  i.  Hypocrites  may  love  faiiitl, 
becaufc  of  natural  rchtion  to  them,  their  obliging 
convei'fatioii,    their  being  of  their  way  or  opimoft^l 
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^nd  the  like:  but  happy  fhofe  who  love  them  for 
naked  grace  in  them,  that  pick  the  pearl  out  of  the 
dunghUl  of  many  unpleafing  things  about  them,  and 
kindly  love  them  for  that. 

-.  (2.)  k  k  af)  univerfal  love,  to  all  the  faints,  Eph.  i.' 
15.  A  child  of  God  will  love  all  who  to  his  difcern- 
ing  bear  God's  image :  not  only  the  faints  in  gay 
cloathing,  but  going  in  rags  ;  not  only  thofe  that  are 
of  our  way,  but  of  whatever  party  they  be,  if  they 
agree  with  him  in  bearing  God's  image. 

(3.)  Lafllyi  The.  more  grace  any  have,  they  will 
have  the  more  of  the  love  of  the  child  of  God.  The 
more  like  our  heavenly  Father,  the  more  will  we  love 
them,  fince  that  likenefs  is  the  caufe  of  the  love. 

Mark  uit.  By  your  fpirit.  A  child  of  God  has  the 
fpirit  of  the  family  of  heaven;  the  Spirit  of  adop- 
tion, Rom.  viii.  15.     Now,  the  Spirit  of  adoption  is, 

1.  A  Spirit  of  prayer,  ib.  This  cafts  all  prayerlefs 
perfons  that  are  come  to  years  of  difcretion,  as  none 
of  God's  children.  As  alfo  it  cafts  all  thofe,  who 
though  they  have  a  gift  of  prayer,  and  ufe  it  too, 
yet  are  ftrangers  to  the  Spirit  ot  prayer.  Now,  the 
Spirit  of  prayer  makes  fpirit ual  worihip,  John  iv.  24. 
that  is,  by  the  Spirit  he  is  helped  to  praying  affections, 
feeking  the  enjoyment  of  God  himfelf  in  the  duty, 
and  has  his  love,  faith,  humility,  dependence  on  the 
Lord's  word  through  Chrift,  his  fenfe  of  wants,  lin- 
ccre  deCre  of  fupply,  &c.  ftirred  up  in  him  by.  the 
Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  26. 

2.  A  Spirit  of  liberty,  not  of  bondage,  ib.  The 
Spirit  of  adoption  carries  a  man  out  from  thq  influence 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  fo  that  he  does  not  ferve 
Godl  as  a  flave,  merely  or  mainly  for  fear  of  punifh- 
ment  or  hope  of  reward ;  but  as  a  fon  does  a  father, 
out  of  love. 

,  3.  Laftly^  A  noble  Spirit,  that  raifeth  a  man's 
thoughts,  aims,  and  deligns,  beyond  the  little. mean 
things  of  this  world  ;  making  him  refolute  for  the 
enjoyment  of  God  at  any  rate^  and  the  laud  that  is 
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afar  oS",  Num.  siv.  24.  Thofe  that  are  of  noble  fi' 
jnilies  (corn  to  purfue  the  mean  defigns  of  the  infe- 
rior fort,  having  a  fpirit  fuitablc  to  their  quaKty. 
None  are  of  fiich  a  noble  extraft  as  the  faints  3re,liy 
their  new  ftatc  :  and  their  fpirit  is  in  tbmc  meafure  »■ 
greeable  thereto. 

11.  I  proced  to  the  fecond  branch  of  the  dofliine, 
which  is,  Whofoever  ivill  {amply  with  Ihe  ^ofpel-eall, 
Jhall  be  adopted  into  God'i  family.  God  -jjill  ig  tbtir 
Father,  and  theyjiiall  be  his  fans  and  daughters. 

Here  1  fliail  fliew, 

1.  What  is  the  call  of  the  gnfpel,  on  compliance 
with  which  men  fhall  be  adopted  into  God's  family. 

2.  Confirm  the  dotSrine. 

3.  Lay  before  yon  further  the  nature  of  this  rela- 
tion to  the  family  of  heaven. 

^.  Apply  the  fubject. 

FIRST,  I  (hall  (hew  what  is  the  call  of  the  go- 
fpel,  on  compliance  with  which  we  (hall  be  adopted 
into  the  family  of  God.  It  confifts  of  two  parts.  It  ii 
a  call, 

1.  To  leave  the  devil's  family  ;  Come  out  from  amoni 
them  ;  Pfal.  xlv.  10.  Come  away  from  the  family  yt 
were  born  in  :  leave  your  natural  father,  his  houfej 
work,  and  way.  Sinners,  ye  have  remained  too  long 
at  liomc.  Repent  now  and  be  converted.  Give  up 
with  your  old  way  of  (in  and  (loth :  beftir  yourfelves 
like  true  Ifraclites,  and  come  forth  from  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  the  houfe  of  bondage,  from  the  iron  fur- 
nace.    This  is  the  gofpel-call  to  yon. 

2.  To  come  away  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  head  of  th( 
blelTed  (bcicty,  and  (b  put  yourfelves  into  the  family 
of  heaven,  Matth.  xi.  28.  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  A  father,  i 
mafter  ye  muft  have  ;  and  ye  are  called  to  change  ft* 
thcrs  and  mafters,  to  take  the  Lord  himfelf  inOead  of 
Satan,  join  yourfelves  to  the  Lord  in  the  covenant 
of  grace.    Offer  yourfelves  into  the  family  of  heaven, 

.  aod  for  that  caufe  accept  the.  oder  of  the  eider  btct' 


Of  Adopt ioh.  273 

of  that  faniSy^  taking  him  for  your  all,  id  all  his^of- 
fices.  He  is  faying  to  you^  as  he  did  to  the  fpoufe, 
Cantl  iv.  8.  Come  with  me  from  Lebanon^  &c.  He  of« 
fers  to  introduce  you  into  his  Father's  houfe  and  fa- 
mily, and  to  get  you  admitted  among  the  children. 

SECONDLY,  I  fhall  confirm  this  doftririe,  that 
whofoever  will  comply  with  the  gofpel-call,  fliall  be 
adopted  into  Ood's  familyi 

I.  This  is  the  plain  gofpel-piromife^  held  out  to  fin«* 
ners  to  engage  them  to  come  away^  as  in  the  text  ex- 
preisly*  It  is  the  Lord's  own  word^  who  is  truth  it- 
§Aiy  and  whofe  deeds  of  mercy  and  grace  are  alway^ 
equal  to  his  word ;  and  ye  may  with  2lI1  fecUrity  ven- 
ture on  it«  And  it  is  no  more  than  what  was  pro* 
phefied  before,  to  be  the  effect  of  the  preaching  of 
thegofpel,  amonj^  thofe  that  comply  with  it,  Hof.  i. 
10. — Te  are  the  Jons  of  the  living  God. 
.  2.  All  that  hate  complied^  arid  come  away,. have! 
met  with  no  worfe  entertainmenc^  than  the  promife 
pot  them  in  hope  ofj  John  u  m  To  as  many  as  re- 
ceived bim^  to  them  gave  he  fovtier  to  become  the  fins  of 
God.  They  were  of  fundry  forts  that  received  himi 
feme  high^  fome  low^  fome  of  the  greateft  finners, 
that  were  grown  finners  in  the  devil's,  family;  But 
they  all  met  with  this  entertainment;  The  apofUei 
John^  I  epi  iii*  i  •  Speaks  of  this  honour  as  cotnmont 
te  all  that  have  believed.  And  the  entertainment 
they  have  got  before  us,^  was  defigned  for  the  encou- 
fSKgin^  of  thofe  in  after  genefatibns  to  come  away,* 
£pb.  ii^  7<    ,  * 

3.-  This  Was  the  very  end  and  defign  of  the  incar- 
Hztiatx  of  the  Son  of  Ood^  his  obedience,  deaths  and 
lufierings,  to  bring  in  finners  as  children  into  his^  Fa- 
ther's family,  John  xi.  51.  52.  The  repairing  of  the 
breach  made  therein  by  the  fall  of  aingels  and  men, 
was  laid  Bpon  him^  as  the  fitted  perfon  :  forafmuch 
%s  he  was  by  nature  the  Son  of  Gad,  he  was  the  ficteli 
to  majce  others  fons  by  grace.    Hence  he  is  reprefen^ 

Vol.  II.  M  nj 
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(i.)  As  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren,  a  Srft- 
boni  in  apofitivclenfc,  whom  other  fons  were  to  fol- 
low, Koni.  viii.  29.  The  man  Chrift  was  defigned  to 
be  God's  firft-born  j  and  therefore  there  muft  of  ne- 
cellity  be  other  men  Co  be  his  bretliren,  as  ciiildrea  o£ 
the  fame  family.  Elfe  where  is  his  pre-eminence,  do- 
minion, priefthood,  &€.  if  there  be  no  brethren  added 
to  him  ?  Now  thefe  mutl  be  of  men  taken  out  of  the 
devil's  family,  or  not  at  all;  for  there  are  none  other 
of  Adam's  pofterity,  whole  nature  he  took. 

(3.)  As  a  Citptain  upon  the  head  of  the  children, 
bringing  tliem  home  to  their  Father's  houfe,  Heb.  ii. 
10.  The  glory  the  faints  receive  at  lall,  is  given  them 
as  children  and  heirs,  .Matth.  xxv.  34.  And  Chrift  is 
appointed  the  Captain  of  thofe  heirs  of  glory,  leading 
them  to  their  inheritance.  Now,  thefe  mull  draw  to 
his  ilandard  out  of  Satan's  family,  and  lift  themfelves 
under  his  banner,  his  army  being  gatbered  together 
by  the  goipel. 

(^.)  As  one  lowering  hlmfclf  to  exalt  our  natarr,  1 
th:it  we  might  be  capable  ot  adoption  into  his  Father^s  , 
family,  Heb.  ii.  i^.  For  this  caufe  he  took  our  m-  j 
turc  mto  peribnal  union  with  his  divine  nature,  thlt  ' 
the  memnefs  of  the  adopted  might  not  be  fuch  as  to  I 
lUin  the  honour  of  the  Adopter.  And  now  hnce  th( 
Son  of  God  is  alio  the  Son  of  ni;:.i,  the  way  is  opeo- 
fd  for  the  children  of  men  to  become  the  children  of  ■ 
God.  ! 

(^.)  Lajlly^  As  travailing  and  bringing  forth  chil- 1 
di  tn  unco  (iod.  Chriil's  deiti-pains  were  birth-paugl, ' 
Acts  ii.  24.  Weil  m:iy  he  call  believers  Bemni,  Md  ' 
J^apbthali ;  for  his  pangs  for  bringing  forth  theieclu^ 
dreu  put  him  to  flrong  crying  and  tears,  Heb.  v.  J. 
inio  an  agony  and  bloody  Iwcat,  Luke  xxii.  44.  and 
in  the  eiid  he  died  of  them.  But  only  they  wereDOt  1 
in  vain,  lie  will  have  iil'ue  by  alt  his  labour  and  tuili 
as  that  word  lignifics.  111  liii.  n.  Hi  Jball  fee  of  tht 
tr-^-aii  of  his  foal. 
Wht  ground  then  remains  to  doubt  of  thisjtij 
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dptioa,  which  Chrift  has  been  fo  employed  for,  and 
ajXHi  which  fo  much  of  his  honour  depends  \ 

4.  The  defign  of  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  to 
bring  finners  but  of  Satan's  family  into  God's  by  ad- 
option. And  therefore  they  are  fent  out  with  that 
meflage  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  vi.  1 7.  Come 
9ut  fran%  among  them^  and  be  ye  feparate^  faith  the  Lord. 
They  are  fent  to  travel  betwixt  the  two  families,  and 
perfuade  finners  to.forget  their  father's  houfe.  The 
I^rd  does  not  fend  out  his  ambaifadors  to  mock  you, 
but  as  really  as  the  word  of  God  is  truth,  if  ye  com- 
ply with  their  call,  ye  ihall  be  God's  fons  and  daugh- 
ters. 

5.  Lajlly^  Whofoever  fliall  comply  with  the  gofpel- 
cadl  fhall  be  efpoufed  and  married  to  Chrift,  and  there* 
fore  cannot  mifs  to  be  a  child  of  his  Father's  family, 
Hof.  ii.  19.  The  gofpel-call  is  the  carrying  on  of  a 
treaty  betwixt  the  elder  brother  of  the  houi'e  of  hea- 
ven and  a  child  of  the  houfe  of  hell.  It  is  offered  to  all 
to  whom  the  gofpel  comes, .and  to  you  in  particular, 
sunongft  whom  the  feaft  of  the  efpoufals  is  providing, 
Matth*  xi^ii,  4.  It  is  his  Father's  good  will  that  this 
match  bo  made*  And  therefore  whom  Chrift  takes 
for  his  fpoufe,  the  Father  will  never  refufc  for  a  child 
of  his  family. 

THIRDLY,  I  will  lay  before  you  farther  the  na- 
ture of  this  relation  unto  the  family  of  heaven.  The 
text  tell3  us,  that  the  iifue  of  this  adoption  is,  that 
God  will  be  a  Father  to  the  adopted,  and  they  his 
children.  Now,  this  may  be  confidered  in  two  re- 
ipe<^s«  Ti.)  In  point  of  privilege,  and  this  privilege 
is  exeeeding  great;  but  of  that  we  have  fpoke  al- 
ready. (2.)  In  point  of  duty,  which  the  privilege 
brings  along  with  it;  and  that  I  will  now  lay  before 

}rou.  If  ye  mind  to  join  yourfelves  to  the  family  of 
leavcn,  remember  ye  are  to  be  there  under  the  cha- 
rafter  of  fons  and  daughters  of  the  houfe,  and  muft 
refolve  to  carry  yourfelves  as  fuch:  otherwife  ye  do  but 
mock  Godi  and  will  ruin  your  own  fouls.    JUay  tUea 
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your  account  with  this,  that  God  muft  be  a  Fathert* 
you,  and  ye  his  fons  and  daughters.  And  thia  in 
point  of  duty  implies, 

I-  Yc  mull  join  interefls  with  God's  family,  ha 
the  father's  intereft  is  the  intereft  of  all  the  children, 
fo  God's  intereil  muft  be  yours,  on  all  hazards, 
Matth.  svi.  24.  If  any  man  wiii  come  after  me^  fays 
Chrift,  let  him  deny  Inmfelf  and  take  up  his  crofs,  and 
foHoiv  me.  There  is  a  continued  battle  betwixt  Chrift 
and  his  angels,  and  the  devil  and  his  ;  the  peace  will 
never  be  made.  Now  chufe  what  fide  you  will  M 
in  with.  Cluift  is  carrying  all  the  family  of  God  on 
earth  away  to  heaven,  in  the  fliip  of  the  covenant, 
with  a  defign  to  weather  all  the  florms  they  may  meet 
with  by  the  way;  never  to  yield  to  go  back  to  the 
tievil's  ground.  Are  ye  content  to  embark  with  him 
on  thefe  terms  ?  If  fo,'  then  fay  now  as  Ruth  did  Ca 
Nacjmi,  Ruth  i,  ifi.  Entreat  me  rot  lo  leave  thee^  cr  ts  ri- 
tt:! PI  from  fo/Uivin^  after  thee:  for  vjhither  thou  goeji,} 
IV! II  go  ;  and  ivhere  thou  lodzefl^  1  imll  lodge  :  thy  pss^k 
fjjalt  be  wy  people,  a Jid  thy  God  my  God.  If  not,  better 
not  to  put  your  liand  to  the  plougii,  than  look  back. 

a.  God  muft  command,  and  ye  muft  obey  without 
difputiog  of  your  Fither's  orders.  God  fays  to  chil- 
dren, Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord :  for  this 
is  right,  Eph.  vi.  i.  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  oS 
things  :  for  this  is  ivell-pleafing  unto  the  Lord,  Col.  \a, 
20.  The  fame  are  the  laws  ot  the  family  of  heaven, 
1  Pet.  i.  14.  As  obedient  children,  not  fafbioning  jfflBP 
Jclves  according  to  the  former  Ivjis,  in  your  ignorance.  If 
ye  will  come  in  here,  leave  your  own  corrupt  will  be- 
hind you,  for  yourp'ather's  will  muft  be  yours,  Pfi!, 
3lv.  ic.  and  ye  muft  refolve  to  fubmit  to  all  the  lawi 
of  the  houfe.  If  there  be  therefore  apy  known  duty 
■ye  have  no  mind  to  comply  with,  or  known  fin  ye 
have  no  mind  to  pai  t  with,  venture  not  in  amongttie 
ciiildren,  for  ye  cannot  have  the  portion  or  welcome 
of  a  child. 

3.  Ye  muft  give  him  internal  as  welt  as  extern^ 
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mhcdieskCCp  Filial  aflFeftions  are  due  to  a  father ;  love, 
reverence,  delight  in  him,  and  fear  to  offend  him, 
Rom.  viiL  15.  A  flave  or  fervant  will  give  God  the 
hand,  when  they  do  not  give  him  the  heart.  Bat  if 
thou  be  a  fon,  thou  muft  have  child-like  affe^ons 
towards  him.  If  thou  haft  no  heart  for  him,  no  kind* 
]y  zeal  and  concern  on  thy  fpirit  to  pleafe  him,  thou 
<:anft  be  no  child  of  his.  And  if  thou  doft  not  mind 
to  ply  internal  as  well  as  external  .obedience,  thou  art 
not  tor  that  family. 

4.  Ye  muft  refolve,  to  imitate  your  Father,  Eph.  v. 
«•  Be  followers  of  God^  as  dear  children.  Conform 
yourfelves  no  more  to  the  world,  to  follow  the  way 
of  the  multitude,  Rom.  xii.  2.  but  fet  yourfelvcs  to 
write  after  Chrift's  copy,  to  follow  his  example,  and 
to  walk  as  he  walked j  i  John  li.  6.  for  he  has  left  us  an 
example^  that  we  fhould  follow  his  fteps,  Confider  if 
yc  be  lb  minded,  ye  are- welcome  to  the  childrens 
table }  if  not,  ye  are  not  fit  to  come  there. 

5.  Ye  and  your  lot  muft  be  at  God's  difpofal,  Pfil. 
xlvii.  '^  Ye  muft  take  what  place,  and  aft  what  part 
in  the  family  the  Father  fluU  think  meet  to  difpofe  of 
you  to.  The  foul  that  comes  to  Chrift,  lays  his  all 
do^m  at  the  Lord's. feet,  Afts  ix.  6. ;  and  if  ye  mind 
to  come  into  the  fsimily,  lay  your  account  with  this ; 
for  God  will  not  allow  his  children  to  carve  for  them- 
selves, but  leave  that  to  him.    • 

6.  Yc  muft  fubmit  to  correftion,  Hcb.  xil.  6.  7.  The 
difcipline  of  the  houfe  they  muft  fubmit  to  that  will 
come  into  it.  The  crofs  ye  muft  be  content  to  take 
up,  if  ever  ye  mind  to  put  on  the  crown.  Lay  your 
account  wish  the  illc-day's  crofs,  and  the  holy-day's 
crofs :  for  all  the  children  of  God  are  brought  up  un? 
der  it^  And  they  that  will  refufe  the  crofs,  will  rc- 
fufc  their  part  in  the  family  of  heaven,  fince  there  is 
»o  part  there  without  it, 

7.  Lajlly,  Ye  muft  refolve  to  perfeverc  to  the  end, 
John  viii.  35.  Ye  muft  take  an.everlafting  farewell  of 
^atap's  family,  neve^  to  go  back  to  your  former  lu(t^ 
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and  idols ;  but  to  be  the  Lord's  ofllj',  wholly,  and 
for  evermore.  Never  enter  the  threfliold  of  the  houfe, 
unlefs  ye  mind  to  nay  for  ever.  Be  contented  to  have 
your  cars  nailed  to  the  door-pofts  :  for  God  has  ftid, 
Jf  any  man  draw  back,  tny  foul  Jhail  have  no  fleafute  iij 
him,  Heb.  x.  38. 

JJfs  of  exhortation.  Comply  with  the  gofpel-call. 
Come  to  Chrift  out  from  among  them,  and  partake  of 
this  adoption  into  God's  family.  Now  ye  may  have 
God  to  be  your  Father,  and  ye  may  be  his  children. 
Secure  this  blefled  bargain  for  yourfelvea  now;  aod 
putaclofe  to  that  tranfa^Kon  by  lincerely  cloCngwith 
Chrift,  and  giving  up  yourfelves  wholly  to  be  the 
Lord's.     I  ofier  the  following  motives. 

hlot.  I.  Confider  the  wretched  cafe  of  the  family 
thou  art  of.  "Whilft  thou  art  not  a  child  of  God,  thou 
art  a  member  of  Satan's  family,  John  viii.  44.  and 
they  are  a  miferable  fociety.  They  are  miferable  now, 
and  will  be  miferable  for  evermore  ;  for  God  has 
fworn  that  he  will  have  war  with  them  for  ever.  Sfc 
the  great  flroke  that  will  be  the  decilive  one,  Matih. 
XXV.  41.  Depart  from  me,  yeciirfed,  into  cverhfing  firt, 
prepared  for  tht  devil  and  bis  ^angeh.  Every  uncon- 
verted man  and  woman  is  a  child  uf  wrath;  that  is 
their  heritage  from  the  Lord,  which  will  make  judg^ 
ment  their  i'cod,  and  everlafting  forrow  their  bed. 
JJone  of  them  have  a  garment  to  cover  their  naked- 
nefs,  nor  wherewith  to  pay  their  debt  to  divine  ju- 
ftice,  fo  wretchedly  poor  are  they  ;  and  therefor* 
Chrift  fays,  Buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  tbou 
payfl  be  rich;  and  while  raiment,  thai  thou  mayfl.bt 
(lathed,  and  that  the  Jhame  of  thy  nakednef  do  net  ep- 
fear.  Rev.  iii.  18, 

Mot.  2.  Confider  what  a  Father  God  will  be  to  yoD, 
the  befl  of  fathers.  No  children  are  fo  happy  as  God's 
children  are. 

I.  The  nioft  honourable  Father  ;  he  is  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  And  there  are  none  whole 
eves  God  has  opened,  but  thty  will  value  tl^is  ad» 
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option  more  than  all  the  fading  honours  of  a  worlds 
1  John  iii.  i.  Mofcs  preferred  it  to  being  rfic  fon  of 
Pharaofh's  .daughter,  Heb.  xi.  24.  2$. 

2.  I'he  moft  loving  and  compailionate  Father.    It 

goes  beyond  the  love  of  fathers,  and  mothers  too,  to 

their  fucking  children.  If.  xlix.  15.  i6.  Can  a  woman 

forget  ber  fucking  child j  that  (he  fkould  not  have  compaf 

fiitn  M  the  fon  of  her  womb  f  yea^  they  may  forget ^  yet 

will  I  not  forget  thee.     Behold^  1  have  graven  thee  upon 

the  palms  ojmy  hands y  thy  walls  are  continually  before 

me*     What  father's  love  would  have  made  him  to  do 

what  he  has  done  for  his  children,  even  when  they 

were  enemies?  John  iii.   16.  G§d  fo  loved  the  worlds 

that  be  gave  his  only-begotten  Sony  that  whofoever  belie" 

vetb  in  him,  fhould  not  ferijhj  "but  have  everlajling  life. 

3.  The  moft  helpful  Father.  He  is  able  to  help  in  all 
cafes  that  his  children  can  be  in.  Are  they  purfued  ? 
he  has  a  refuge  for  them.  Whatever  they  want,  he 
can  give  them,  for  all  is  his.  And  if  they  be  held  at 
jihort  commons  at  any  time,  it  is  becaufe  he  fees  it  is 
l>cft  for  them.  When  death  comes,  and  neither  fa- 
ther nor  mother  can  help,  he  can ;  as  Pfal.  xlviii.  ult. 
For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever :  he  will  be  our 
guide  even  unto  death. 

:  4.  The  richeil  Father,  that  has  the  beft  inheritance 
to  give^  to  his  children,  an  inheritance  incorruptible^ 
tind  undefledj  and  that  fadeth  not  away^  i  Pet.  1.  4. 
He  has  prepared  for  them  a  better  country,  a  glori- 
ous city,  a  palace  for  their  manfion-place ;  richeft 
treafures  of  glory.  And  all  thefe  are  fuch  as  fhall  ne- 
ver go  from  them,  nor  they  from  them. 

5.  The  wifeft  Father,  God  only  wife.  He  is  one 
to  whofe  difpofal  one  may  fecurely  refign  himfelf  ab- 
•folutely.  He  cannot  be  miftaken  iix  his  meafures  for 
■his  childrens  welfare,  and  he  ever  feeks  it. 

'6.  Laftlu  His  children  have  the  beft  attendants,  in 
their  life,  rieb.  i.  ult.  Are  they  not  all  minijlering  JpiritSy 
Jent  forth  to  minifter  to  thofe  who  fhall  be  heirs  of  falva* 
iion  ?  and  at  their  death,  angels  to  couvoy  tht^m  to 
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Abraham's  bofom,  Luke  xvi.  22.  Tea,  himfelf  13 
ever  with  them  in  life  and  in  death,  till  he  bring  them 
where  they  fiiall  be  beyond  hazard,  Pfal.  sxiii.  4. 
2>j,  though  I  -walk  through  the  valley  of  the  Ihadam  of 
death,  I  ivUl  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  •with  me^  thy  nd 
and  thy  Jlaffthey  comfort  me. 

Mot.  3.  Confider  the  nughty  price  paid  for  the  to 
demption  of  finners,  to  make  way  fur  them  into  God'»  ■ 
family.  Gal.  iv,  4.  5.  When  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was 
come,  God  fent  forth  his  SonJiiade  of  a  zuomaa,  made  aa* 
der  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  /aw, 
that  ive  might  receive  the  adoption  offons.  There  via 
no  hope  oF  this  till  the  Son  of  God  undertook  the 
work  of  redemption.  And  by  his  precious  bloodhe 
purchafed  it  for  us.  O,  trample  not  on  the  price  and 
purchafc  of  blood. 

Mot.  4.  Confider  what  a  wonderful  thing  it  is,  that 
there  is  a  polEbility  of  it,  that  children  of  Satan  mif 
become  the  children  of  God.  Whofo  confider  that 
own  vilenefs  and  God's  greatnefs,  muft  cry  out  with 
wonder.  Is  this  the  manner  of  men .' 

Mat.  ult.  It  is  this  day  in  yoor  offer.  Tlie  Lord  fayl 
to  you,  even  to  all  of  you,  as  in  the  text,  /  will  be  a 
Father  unto  you.  Sic.  And  ye  may  have  it,  and  have 
it  fealcd  to  you.  But  it  will  not  always  be  fo.  The 
day  of  grace  will  come  to  an  end. 

Ciife  J-  But  will  ever  God  fet  fuch  a  finful  and  vils  i 
wretch  as  nie  among  his  children  ?     Anf.  Yef?,  if  y(  I 
make  not  yoiirfelves  more  vile,  by  fejecbing  of  Jrfui 
Chrift.     1  know  nothing  can  hinder  you  from  ad*  ! 
tiption  but  that ;  John  iii.  19.  Jnd  this  is  the  condemna- 
tion, that  light  has    come  into  the  it^erld,  and  men  Iffoed 
darknefs  rather  than  lights  becaitfe  their  deeds  were  evd. 
The  greatnefs  of  your  lin  will  not  do  it,  If.i.  18.  Cam 
tioiv  and  let   ui   reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord :  thoan 
your  fins  be  ai  fear  let,    they  fliail  be  as  white  as  fnaw; 
though   they  be  red  like   crimfon^  they  Jhall   be   as  iveoL 
The  multitude  of  them,  II.  Iv.  7.  Let  the  wicked  fur- 
fjke  bis  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  h/s  theiights  :  audi 
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lit  him  return  unto  the  l/^rdy  and  be  will  kavs  mercy  up'- 
pn  bim^  and  to  our  God,  for  Be  will  abundantly  far  don. 
Your  frequeiic  backflidings,  jen  iii.  i.  4.  They  fay.  If 
a  man  put  away  his  wife^  and  fie  go  from  him^  and  be^ 
come  another  man^Sj  fhall  he  return  unto  her  again  ? 
/hall  not  that  land  be  greatly  polluted?  but  thou  haji 
flayed  the  harlot  with  many  lovers  ;  yet  return  again  ta 
me  J  faith  the  Lord.  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time  cry  un- 
to mey  My  fat  her  J  thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  ?  Coiiie 
to  Chriic,  unite  with  him  by  faith,  in  the  way  of  the 
covenant,  and  God  will  pardon  and  adopt  you. 

Cafe  1.  But  I  fear  I  never  will  be  able  to  carry  as  a 
child  of  God«  Anf.  Is  it  thy  fincere  purpofe  to  labour 
to  conform  thyfelf  to  the  manners  of  God's  houfe  ? 
then  he  bids  thee  welcome  into  his  family.  He  can 
do  for  his  children,  t(^hat  no  other  father  can  do,  even 
trahsfdrmthem  into  his  owii  image  and  likenefs,  and 
pref^rVe  them  by  his  mighty  power  through  faith  tin- 
to  ialvation^ 

• 

*rhc  divine  Call  to  leave  thfc  Devirs  Family  ex- 
plained and  urged  *; 

2  C  6  RINT  H  I  AN  S^  Vi.    17.    18. 

Wherefore  come  out  from  anlong  ihehty  and  be  ye  feparatej^ 

faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing  ;  and 

/  willy eceive  you,  and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and 

ye  fbdll  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Al-^ 

rnighty. 

TH  E  facred  feaft  bfcfore  us  the  Lord  makes  for 
his  own  children  in  the  lower  houfe,  and  for 
them  only.  His  children  that  are  above  need  it  not. 
*rhe  children  of  the  devil^  which  all  in  the  ftate  of  na- 
ture are,  will  not  get  the  welcome  of  the  Matter  of 

^  This  difcourfe  was  preached  at  Ettrick,  June  9.  T7181  immedi- 
ately before  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr. 

VoL.il.  ■       N  n  ^ 
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the  fcafl  to  it,  for  he  has  maJe  it  only  fur  thofe  of  Mi 
nwn  family.  But  there  is  another  family  that  feearJ 
thegreatcft  bulk  in  the  ivnrld,  and  tliat  is  Satan's:  and 
all  the  world  belongs  to  one  of  tlie  two.  The  apoftle 
tells  us  there  can  be  no  communion  or  agreement  be- 
twixt thefe  two  families,  vcr.  14,  15.  \6.  But  Gni 
miking  up  his  famity  of  fuch  as  are  brought  out  of 
Satan's,  the  j^ofpel  is  fent  into  the  world  to  invite  fia- 
ners  to  defert  their  na:tur,i!  father's  houfe,  promifing 
them  thereupon  a  kindly  rcccptinn  into  the  family  of 
Cod,  both  which  we  have  in  the  text.     Wherein  13, 

I.  The  gofpel-calt  to  iinners.  And  that  is  to  come 
out  frotn  amonT  them,  "ire.     And  here  is, 

(l.)  Thcfubilance  of  the  duty.  Came  out  from  mvnl 
them.  Tills  bl;;ck  fiKiety,  which  yc  are  called  tj 
come  out  of,  rs  that  of  unbelievers,  unrighteoufnefi, 
JarktJcfs,  idolatef*,  headed  by  Belial,  the  dcril. 
'FhatiS,  ilia  word,  the  world  lying  m  wickeJnefe ;  iR 
the  unconverted  world,  which  the  text  and  context 
reprefents  .is  the  devil's  family,  to  which  the  family' 
of  God  is  oppofed.  To  c6?}te  out  from  among  them,  1* 
to  come  out  of  your  nritiird  ftate,  to  renounce'the 
devil,  the  vvnrld,  and  un,  and  to  come  to  C3irift  tiy 
faith.  And  thit  the  tex^t  aims  a:t  no  lels  than  this, 
(though  it  is  pertmently  enougli  applied,  to  renoun- 
cing external  vifibte  church-communion  with  idoU- 
terp),  [  think  is  evident  from  this,  that  adaption  inlfl 
God's  family  is  propofcd  and  proinifed  on  compliance 
■with  this  cil!,  ver.  iS.  And  let  men  fcparatc  as  Aef 
■vviil,  till  they  make  this  holy  feparatioo,  that  they 
can  never  have. 

(i.)  The  manner  of  the  duty-  [i.jf-  Ye  mull  comr 
away  freely,  and  for  all  together  r  Be  ye  fip.irate.  k 
wtlidrawing  for  a  time  while  the  relation  ftands  bs- 
twixt  you  and  them,  xvill  net  do  ;  [here  niuftbo 
total  reparation,  by  going  to  the  contrary  fide,  and 
fitting  up  in  oppofilion  to  X\v:.w.  Be  ye  fipxaU. 
Thus  th^  apodle  explains  if.  lii.  11.  whence  this  ii 
tikLO.     [^.j.  ^e  Qiu'i  come  away  cleanly  and  luu^ 
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(j^  taking  up  nothing  of  theirs  to  cany  away  with 
^ou»  as  Rachel  d^d  her  father's  images.  7ouch  not  ths 
unclean  thing.  Thus  God  hiiniclr\alls  you  away ; 
rmith  the  Lord, 

2.  The  gofpel- offer  and  promife,  on  compliance 
w«(h  the  call,  /  will  r^ceiw  yen,  I  will  take  you  in, 
Dame]y»  into  my  faoufe  and  family;  namely,  as  chil- 
dren by  adoption,  having  left  your  natural  father  the 
djevih    Compare  ven  18.  which  we  explained  before- 

I  ob&rve  from  the  words  the  following  doctrine,  viz. 

DocT.  The  Ijord  calls  A?  Jiniiers  to  canys  freely  and 
tUaniy  away  ^ut  of  the  deviTs  family ^  pronufing  there- 
Ufon  to  take  thetfi  into  his  own  family j  as  children  of  hi;f 
mufif  by  adoption^ 

Having  at  large  explained  the  doclrine  of  the  divine 
adoption  from  ver.  18.  and  applied  it  in  the  way  of 
trial,  I  have  choien  further  to  purftie  that  defign  in  a 
way  of  exhortation,  in  the  words  of  this  toiit.  To 
prepare  which  for  application,  I  (liall  only, 
I-  Shew. you  a  few  things  implied  in  this  call, 
II.  What  this  coming  out  from  among  them  is. 

I.  I  (hall  (hf?w  you  a  few  things  implied  in  this  call. 

!•  Sinners  naturally  are  of  the  deviPs  family,  John 
viii^  44,  Ye  are  in  among  them,  elfe  there  were  no 
peed  of  coming  out  from  among  them,  J  he  family 
of  Satan  confiils  of  devils,  danmcd  fpirits  of  men, 
and  all  the  unconverted  world  lying  in  wickedncfs ; 
in  a  word,  of  all  thofe  that  ar^  not  of  t\iz  family  of 
God.  AU  thefe  are  under  one  head,  the  prince  of 
devils^  And  accordingly,  when  time  is  ^t  an  end, 
they  fliaU  all  be  houfed  under  ope  dreadful  roof  for 
ever,  Matth.  XXV.  41,  O  unconverted  finner,  thou 
art  a  fon  of  the  houfe  of  hell  (whatever  blood  run  iu 
thy  veins),  a  prifon  houfe,  a  dark  houfe,  a  dreadfully- 
milerahle  houfe,  Matth.  x-\iii,  15.  Never  was  a  child 
iikcr  a  father  than  thou  art  like  the  devil.  He  is  ^ 
f;4}ej>  ;;reaturp  }  'lying  in  wicknefs  j  his  nature  \%  i?a« 


jSf  ^  Hid  bis  holy  law;  fo  art  thou  and 

■  ^*    ^l'"^'  '''*'   "*'"  "°'  "^'^^  '^^*^  unlilce 

■  fifn"  ^ciit  transform    himfelf  into  an  angel  of 
I         ***'    Sotf"^  ^'■^  among  them. 

■  Hg^'' u  is  p"^'^^^  'hou  may  get  out  from  among 
-  •■  cjtsn  has  a  great  family,  one  part  whereof  be 
tJiC'?':  Iijjoffcr  houfe,  in  hell;  thcfe  are  devils  and 
^**'jcd  ^'"'^*  ^^  o"*^^  ^^  g"  yo"  down  among 
***:    yc  cannot  get  out  from  among  them  again,  but 

uif  VfjiJc  among  them  for  ever  and  ever.  So  {his 
tail  has  nothing  ado  with  that  part  of  the  devil's  fa- 
fliily ;  t^^y  ^""^  P^^*^  ''"l'^-  ^'^^  ^^^^^  is  another  part 
of  it  in  his  upper  houle  of  this  world,  who  as  really 
belon?  to  his  family  as  the  other,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  with 
this  difference,  that  as  long  as  they  are  there,  he  is 
never  quite  fure  of  them,  that  as  fons  they  fhall  aWiJi 
jn  his  houfc  for  ever.  The  elder  brother  of  the  fa- 
inily  of  heaven,  the  Lord  of  his  Father's  houfe,  bw 
his  lower  houfe  in  this  fame  world,  where  Satan  hsj 
his  upper  one  ;  and  he  has  his  Father's  conimilEoii 
to  fill  it  out  of  Satan's  family,  thofe  of  them  in  Ml 
upper  houle.  And  for  this  caufe  he  fends  oiit  his  ara- 
baffadors,  minifters,  to  call  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
to  them  as  in  the  text,  Conif  out  from  among  them,  &c. 
Forget  thine  own  people,  and  thy  father's  houfe,  Plal. 
3lv,  10.  They  mufl.  be  in  earneft  with  that  part  of 
the  family,  and  give  them  no  reft,  becaufe  there  is 
yet  hope,  Luke  xiv,  23.  and  he  has  a  Spirit  that  can 
draw  them  out  cfJectually,  that  are  fartheft  in  in  the 
hofe. 

g.  Yc  will  not  be  carried  away  from  among  them 
againtt  your  will.  Ye  muft  come  away  voluntarily, 
fttting  down  your  own  feet  to  make  your  elcape, 
Pfal.  c:c.  3.  'J'here  is  a  generation  that  make  the 
doclrine  of  man's  impotency  to  good  a  pillow  for 
their  floth  :  they  fay  they  can  do  nothing,  and  they 
will  do  nothing.  But  if  ye  were  willing  to  coiM 
away,  yc  wou!d  do  foniciliing  for  chat  end  j  yc  wooA^ 
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ilretch  out  the  withered  hand,  ye  would  take  the  help 
bf  Chrift's  grace  offered  unto  you,  ye  would  take  no 
reft  till  ye  were  got  away. 

4.  Ye  need  not  expeft  to  get  the  good-will  of  your 
father,  nor  of  the  family,  to  the  parting.  The  call  is 
direded  to  you,  without  noticing  of  them  ;  for  it  is 
known,  they  will  never  let  you  go,  as  long  as  they 
can  hinder  you.  Therefore  you  muft  be  refolute  and 
peremptory  over  the  belly  of  all  oppofition  to  come 

'  away  from  among  them,  Matth.  xi.  12.  No  fooner 
does  one  begin  to  fiir  out  from  among  them,  but:  he 
v^ill  raife  the  hue  and  cry  after  him.  Hell's  flatteries 
and  threatenings  are  all  plied  to  get  them  back  again, 
add  to  lay  afide  their  purpofe.  But  ye  muft  ftop  your 
cars  to  them  all,  and  look  not  behind  you,  as  Lot's 
wife  did.  Gen.  xix.  17. 

5.  Ye  muft  come  out  from  among  them,  for  good 
and  all.  Be  ye  feparate.  Come  away  wholly,  come 
away  for  ever,  Pfal.  xlv.  10.  Come  away,  with  a 
iincere  purpofe  never  to  go  back  ai^ong  them,  Pfal. 
Ixxx.  18.  I^ave  not  your  heart  behind  you.  Re- 
member Lot's  wife,  who  was  turned  into  a  pillar  of 
fait,  for  the  rueful  look  ihe  gave  to  what  fixe  had  left 
in  Sodom.  They  that  come  not  away  thus,  freely  fe- 
parating  from  them,  they  will  not  go  far  away,  t\\ey 
will  not  go  off  the  devil's  ground :  and  they  will  go 
b^ck  again,  if  the  communion  were  over. 

6.  Laftly^  Take  up  nothing  from  among  them,  to 
•bring  along  with  you.  Touch  not  the  unclean  thing. 
There  are  many  who  meaning  to  come  out  from  among 
them,  fccure  themfclves  in  the  devil's  Ihare,  and  Ihut 
the  door  of  the  houfe  of  heaven  on  themfelves,  by 
the  preparatioq  they  make  for  the  journey. 

(i,)  They  think  they  will  need  lomething  in  God's 
houfe  for  their  hearts  to  feed  upon.  They  think 
Chrift's  blood  will  tio  well  enough  for  their  confcien- 
ces ;  but  to  get  iuivicthing  to  ftop  the  mouths  of 
their  hungry  hcaiis,  tliat  muft  have  fomething  to 
feed    upon,     they    bring    along    with    them    lome 
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of  the  provifion  of  ihe  houfe  ihey  come  ir<m. 
(^i-]  Some  of  the  dull  they  were  wont  to  eat  with  the 
fcrpent:  fome  luft  or  other,  which  they  have  fucked 
much  fap  and  fwcetnefa  out  of,  and  they  know  not 
how  to  live  without  it,  more  than  Herod  without  his 
Herodtas,  or  Judas  without  the  hig,  iSv.  But  re- 
nfember,  if  ye  touch  that  unclean  tiling,  God  will 
not  receive  you.  i^ave  it  then  behind  you  to  the  de- 
vil, from  whence  it  came ;  it  is  his  proper  food,  U 
Ixv.  ult.  all  the  plcafure  he  has  lies  in  fuch  things. 
Say  ye,  /  have  behaved  and  quiettd  my/elf  at  a  child, 
thai  it  weaned 'of  his  mother :  my  /oui  ii  ei-en  as  a  tveiin- 
<d  child,  Pfah  cxxxi.  2.  [2.]  Some  of  the  hulks  tliey 
were  wont  to  eat  with  the  fwine,  Luke  xv.  id.; 
the  dry,  faplefs,  foironlefs  world,  that  Satan  ufed  to 
drefs  up  to  them,  as  beil  fuited  their  palate,  in  the 
pleafures,  vanities,  proSts,  and  pomp  of  it.  But  touch 
not  that  unclean  thing.  Cant.  iv.  8.  and  drop  tliit  ] 
«nclcan  bqiky  vanity,  and  come  away.  There  is  no 
need  of  any  Cud)  provifion  in  our  heavenly  Father's 
houlc,  that  is  abundantly  provided  with  [lie  produtt 
of  the  better  country,  U.  Iv.  2. 

{2.)  They  think  they  will  need  fomcthing  on  thenii 
fuitable  to  the  new  houfe  they  are  coming  to,  that  they 
come  not  in  among  them  like  hand-beggars.  And  la 
they  take  op  the  garb  of  the  lioufe  they  come  from, 
and  bring  it  with  them,  even  the  iilthy  unclean  gar- 
ment of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  the  ioaihlbme  rags 
of  the  pretended  good  that  is  in  them  or  about  thenii 
%o  commend  them  to  Chiift.  But  O  drop  the  nafly 
garment,  and  touch  not  that  unclean  tiling.  If.  Isin 
6.  Come  away  naked  and  hare,  and  receive  the  blcfl* 
ing  in  the  elder  brother's  cloaths,  or  ye  cannot  haV« 
it.  Seek  nothing  to  commend  you  to  him,  but  votJr 
litter  mifery,  vilenefs,  and  want  of  all  things.  The 
more  you  bring  with  you  to  commend  you  to  him, 
(.he  more  fecurely  ye  Ihut  his  door  on  you. 

II.  The  nest  head  is  to  Ihcw  what  this  coming  out 
fiOm  ^Q^ng  them  t$<    It  is  no  lo^al  mptiQi)^  \}^, 
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fitual  motion  of  the  foul )  and  I  give  it  you  briefly  ia 
three  fteps. 

I.  A  hearty  and  unfeigned  willingnefs  to  leave  them^ 
M^d  ta  come  oat  from  among  them*  This  is  the  iirfk 
Hep.  And  O  what  a  deal  of  work  is  there,  ere  the 
finner  can  be  brought  this  length !  No  lefs  than  the 
power  of  grace  is  abFe  to  bring  the  foul  to  this,  PfaL 
ex.  3.  ^hy  people  Jhall  he  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
fower*  It  is  a  dead  gripe  the  finner  takes  of  his  fa- 
Cherts  houfe,  and  he  will  fliift  hither  and  thither  ere 
he  let  go  the  gripe;  It  is  as  death  to  him  to  thiiik  of 
parting  with  his  dear  lufts,  that  are  to  him  as  a  right 
hand  or  eye«  which  neither  promifes  nor  threatenings 
can  make  him  confent  tapart  with,  till  grace  loofe  the 
heart.  Whofoever  then  has  got  the  length  of  this, 
tbey  have  na^de  the  firft  ftep,  which  is  the  nK>ft  difll-* 
cult  one* 

9.  An  z&xi^\  renouncing  and  giving  up  with  that 
honfe,  and  all  that  belongs  to  it.  The  foul  being  will- 
ing to  Icsave  it,  aftually  gives  up  with  it.  Job  xxXiv. 
32.  renounces  its  natural  relation  to  that  fociety,  their 
work,  their  way ;  refolving,  come  what  will  come, 
to  ftay  na  longer  there  artiong  them,  it  bids  an  eter- 
nal farewell  ta  it.  Though  a  Red  fea  appear  before 
foch  perfotts,  which  they  know  not  how  they  will  get 
through,  they  afe  peremptory  they  will  not  return  to 
the  fpiriti>al  Egypt,  the  houfe  of  their  fouls  bondage. 
This  is  the  fecond  ftep* 

3.  Lajily^  A  fincere  acceptance  of  Jefus  Chrift  by 
faith,  in  the  marriage-covenant  held  forth  in  the  go- 
fpel;  whereby  they  take  him  for  all  and  inftead 
of  all,  and  give  themfelves  to  him,  to  be  his  only, 
wholly,  and  for  ever.  Cant.  ii.  16.  There  is  no 
interpendent  ftate  betwixt  the  two  families,  but  the 
foul  lifting  the  one  foot,  as  it  were  fets  down  the 
other.  It  lets  go  the  bold  of  its  lufts  and  idols, 
by  embracing  of  Jtrfus  Chrift,  not  only  for  a  reft 
to  the  confcience,  but  a  reft  to  the  heart ;  and  embra- 
cing Chiift  as  the  one  pearl  of  great  price,  lets  go  all 
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that  It  has.  Thus  the  foul  is  united  to  Jefus  Chrlftj 
and  is  come  out  from  among  them,  as  one  that  is 
married  is  frorii  that  moment  no  more  of  her  father's 
houfe,  but  her  hufband's.  So  the  foul,  though  in 
the  midft  of  the  world  lying  in  wickednefs,  is  no 
more  of  that  fociety,  but  come  out  from  among  them, 
John  XV,  19. 

Now  the  fouls  thus  joined  to  Clirift,  arc  by  bim 
introduced  to  his  Father's  houfe  and  prefeoce,  and  by 
him  adopted  as  his  children,  as  Jacob  did  the  twofods 
of  Jofeph  for  his  fake. 

I  {hall  not  here  ftand  to  confirm  the  doclrine,  fince  it 
is  very  plain  from  the  text,  antl  I  confirmed  the  certiiu- 
ty  of  adoption  into  God's  family,  to  thole  that  comply 
with  the  gnTpel-cail,  the  laft  day  ;  but  Ihill  proceed  to 
the  application  ;  which  I  make  in  the  words  of  the  text. 

Wherefore,  O  finners,  come  forth  from  among  them, 
and  be  ye  feparate,  &c.  It  is  the  Lord's  call  to  you  this 
day  to  come  away  freely  and  cleanly  out  of  the  devil's 
family,  and  the  Lord  will  take  you  in.  Hearken  un- 
to this, 

1,  Ye  that  have  lived  all  your  days  at  eafe  in  Sa- 
tan's family,  never  knew  ye  weie  there,  and  were  ne- 
ver troubled  how  to  get  out  of  it.  Open  your  eyes, 
and  know  your  natural  ftate;  fee  yourfclves  children 
of  the  devil,  and  heirs  of  wrath,  at  length  ;  and  fleep 
no  longer  the  fleep  of  death,  bat  look  about  you  ;  fes 
your  danger,  and  come  out  from  among  them,  and 
be  ye  fepiirate  to-day. 

2i  Ye  that  have  fometimea  had  an  awakening,  and 
feen  yourfelves  undone,  but  have  fallen  aflcep  again, 
and  look  on  that  former  fright  as  a  dream.  Know  yc 
that  it  was  moil  real,  and  reprefented  your  cafe  to  you 
as  indeed  it  was,  and  yet  is  :  and  Satan  it  is,  who,  to 
keep  you  ftiil  among  them,  deluded  you  to  think,  that 
God's  arniies'  advancing  againft  yon,  were  but  the 
Jhadow  of  the  mountains.  \Vhcretore  beftir  your- 
felves, and  come  out  from  among  them. 
:  g.   Ye  apoftates  and  tiVCkfiiders,   that  foj^ijetini 
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iecmed  to  make  confiderable  advances  in  coming  out, 
but  now  have  gone  back  in  among  them,  and  fallen  a- 
frtfh  to  the  entertainment,  the  vtrork,  and  manners 
of  the  houfe^  Our  Lord  gives  you  a  new  call  to  come 
out  from  among  them,  and  fet  to  the  way  again,  Jer; 
lii*  2  2. 

4*  Ye  that  are  halting,  and  in  a  doubt  what  to  do, 
^whether  to  come  out  from  among  them  or  no.  Gon- 
idence  is  prefling  you  forward,  and  corruption  draw- 
ing you  back.  Something  tells  you.  To-day  if  ye  wilt 
bear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts.  Something  elfe 
as  faying,  It  is  too  foon,  there  will  be  time  enough  after 
this.  Know,  this  laft  is  the  language  ye  hear  among 
them  that  fedc  the  ruin  of  your  fouls.*  Take  no  heed 
to  what  they  fay,  but  refolutely  come  out  from  among 
them. 

5«  Te  that  have  befen  often  aiming  at  coming,  but 
liever  yet  have  come  away  freely  and  cleanly.  Make 
a  fair  and  cleanly  feparation  now.  Touch  not  the  uncleari 
thing*  Give  up  with  your  natural  father's  houfej  and 
liave  no  more  to  do  with  any  thing  that  belongs  to  it.. 
Let  no  beloved  luft  be  fpared.  Leave  not  a  hoof 
behind  you,  as  being  minded  never  to  return. 

C.  Laftlyj  All  that  mind  for  heaven  6r  the  favour  of 
God^  in  time  or  eternity,  come  out  itom  among  them. 
And  be  flill  coming  farther  and  farther  from  them, 
and  nearer  to  Jefus  Chrift^  I  offer  the  following  mo- 
tives. 

Alpt.  u  it  is  a  moft  miferat>lei  cafe  to  be  among 
them,  the  true  fight  whereof  may  fright  one  out  of 
their  fociety.  Never  could  one  that  was  in  a  den  of 
lions^  or  befet  with  ferpents,  or  inclofed  with  veno- 
mous creatures,  be  more  defirous  to  be  from  among 
them^  than  God's  eleft  to  be  out  of  the  world  lying 
in  wickednefs,  out  of  the  devil's  family,  when  once 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hais  opened  their  eyes  to  fee 
clearly  where  they  are,  Luke  xv.  17.  18.     For, 

I.  There  is  not,  and  never  wiU  be,  any  peace  with 

Vol.  II.  G  o 
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heaven  anior^  them.  This  is  tTie  apoJlIe*s  argument 
in  the  text,  vcr.  i^.  —  17,  Sooner  ihall  light  and 
daikncfs  agree,  th;in  the  two  families  of  Iieaveo  and 
hell.  God  has  declared  they  arc  a  fociety  with  whom 
lie  will  have  war  for  ever,  if,  Ivii.  ull.  Some  nf  the 
devil's  family  may  be  roiling  under  God's  felt  enmi- 
ty againft  (hem,  white  others  have  a  profound  peace: 
hut  the  one  as  well  as  the  other  (land  for  marks  to  the 
arrows  of  God's  juftice,  Dcut.  xsix.  19.  10.  M 
long  as  thou  art  among  them,  thou  art  an  enemy 
to  God,  and  God  is  an  enemy  ro  tlice,  Kom.  viJi.  7, 
Luke  six-  27.  Wilt  thou  be  able  to  endure  this? 
No;  Come  out  from  among  ibem  then,  and  be  ye  feparate, 

2.  There  is  not,  and  never  will  be  any  thin;;  pure 
or  clean  among  them.  Touch  tist  the  unclean  thin^,  B, 
Meddle  not  with  any  thinjj  that  belongs  to  theoi. 
Tor  they  and  all  that  is  iheus,  is  unclean  and  loitli- 
fome  in  the  fii^htof  God,  Tit.i.  15.  As  long  as  thon 
art  among  them,  thy  whole  foul  in  all  its  faculties  is 
utterly  dfiileJ,  rmd  fo  are  all  thy  works,  even  thcbd 
of  them  ;  for  thou  cinft  do  nothing  but  fin,  canftdo 
no  good  at  all,  Pfal.  siv.  i.  The  opening  of  thy 
mouth  to  God  in  prayer  or  praife,  is  but  like  the  o- 
pening  of  an  unripe  grave;  all  thy  fair  promifesaad 
engagements  to  duty,  are  but  abominable  deceit, 
Ram.  iii.  13.  The  meddling  with  God's  holy  things, 
lee  what  it  is.  If.  Isvi.  5.  Hi  that  killeth  an  ox,  is  as  if 
he  flr^  a  man :  he  that  facrljiceth  a  lamb,  as  if  htoA 
eff  a  do^'s  neck  :  he  that  cfferetb  an  oblalian,  as  if  he  i^- 
Jcred  f-inine's  Niod :  he  that  burneth  incenje,  as  if  ht 
hklJed  an  iJsl :  yea,  they  have  chofen  their  own  ways,  aid 
their  foul  deligbtelh  in  their  absminationsi  For  a  child 
ot  the  devil  can  never  pteafe  God  in  any  thing,  till 
lie  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  feparate,  Hcb. 
xi.  6. 

g.  There  is  nothing  but  rank  poverty  among  them, 
nor  ever  will  be,  Ilcv,  iii.  17,  TI»e  beft  raiment  a- 
mong  th:ni  to  cover  the  foul's  nakedncfs,  is  t. 
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SLAy  ragSp  And  tbe^  mufi  appear  before  Gk)d  as 
their  Judge ;  aa4  that  is  all  they  have  to  hide  their 
ftaxne,  a«i  it  will  never  do,  The  whole  family  is 
drowned  pn  debt  to  the  juilice  'of  God,  and  they 
li&ve  nothini;  wherewith  to  pay.  Sin  is  the  debt,  and 
at  will  be  exaded  ;  and  as  long  as  ye  are  among  them, 
ye  cannot  have  a  pautionrr,  /or  in  the  whole  family 
there  is  not  one  that  is  able  to  aafwer  for  it.  And 
there  is  no  forgivenefs  of  the  debt,  while  ye  rexnaii^ 
Among  them,  Acb  iii.  19^ 

4.  There  is  a  cloud  of  wrath  hangs  above  them  con- 
ItiDually^  and  abideth  on  them*  and  every  one  that  is 
among  them,  John  iii.  ult.  While  ye  are  among 
them,  your  (lajte  is  a  ftate  of  wrath,  and  ye  are  chil- 
dren ot  wrath.  There  is  never  a  gle;^m  of  light  or 
tfkvoqr  to  wards  you,  Pfal.  vii.  ii«  There  is  never  one 
word  of  God  fpeaks  peace  to  you.  While  ye  dwell 
among  them,  ye  <i>yell  under  mount  Sinai,  that  fie- 
|ry  mountain  where  the  curfes  of  a  broken  law  are  ^y- 
jng  about  your  eurs.  And  though  beipg  afleep  ye  are 
iecure^  ye  ihall  110  fooner  be  awakened,  than  yc  fhall 
iee  the  fearful  lightnings,  hear  the  thunders  of  wrath, 
and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet,  &c.  Therefore  I 
would  fay  to  you,  as  Deut.  i.  4*  Come  out  from  among 
fbem  ;  yt  havt  dwelt  too  long  in  this  mount. 

5.  Death  reigns  among  them,  See  where  they  fit, 
M-itth.  iv,  x6.  in  the  regim  mdjbadow  of  deaths  The 
ivhole  fociety  are  a  ps^rcel  of  condemned  criminals, 
John  iii.' 18.  that  know  Qot  how  fooa  the  f(?nteace 
ihall  be  executed  upon  them  \  their  father  the  devil 
feady  to  be  the  executipner;  they  are  all  iq  a  dying 
(Tondition,  their  fouls  have  got  their  death's  wound.^, 
and  they  are  pining  s^way  in  their  iniouity,  while  in 
the  mean  time  their  eyes  are  held  cha(  they  cannot  fee 
the  precioufnefs  of  the  Phyfician.  Nay,  they  are  dead 
already  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  Qod  the  life  of  the  loul  ii$ 
departed  far  from  them.  O  why  will  yc  (lay  in  th^ 
fongregation  of  the  dead?  (j^lome  out  from  arxic^ug 
^{^^lA  fo  the  Lord  of  life.  * 
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6.  Lajll)\  They  are  not  to  ftay  id  this  upper  houft 
of  the  world ;  they  will  all  be  down  in  the  lower 
houfe  together  ere  long.  The  devil's  upper  houfefs 
a  throng  houfe  now  ,'but  the  day  comes  that  God  willltt 
it  on  fire  about  their  ears,  a  Pet.  iii.  lo.  And  then  the 
whole  family  fliall  go  away  together  into  the  bottom- 
kfs  pit,  and  be  all  under  one  roof,  fo  as  not  one  fliall 
remain  behind.  There  are  fome  dropping  down  to  it 
daily  ;  yet  the  reft  remain  fecure :  but  it  will  not  be 
always  ia.  There  was  a  dreadful  cry  at  Dathan  and 
Abiram's  downgoing,  Num.  svi.  34.  What  a  cry 
will  there  be,  when  the  whole  family  fliall  go  down 
together  ?  Rev.  xst.  uh.  Therefore  I  would  fay  to 
you,  as  Num.  xvi.  afi.  Come  out  from  amenf  them;  di- 
fart,  I  fray  you,  from  the  tentf  of  thefe  -wicked  men,  atd 
touch  nothing  of  theirs,  lejl  ye  be  confumed  in  all  tbiir 
Jins, 

Mot.  2.  Come  out  froni  among  them,  and  be  ]>{ 
feparate;  and  the  Lord  will  take  you  into  his  family, 
and  that  in  the  quality  of  fons  and  daughters.  Ye 
have  his  word  cxprefsly  for  it  in  the  text:  and  tbit 
has  been  the  lot  of  all  that  came  away  before  yoo, 
John  i.  12.  And  that  this  may  take  with  you,  con- 
fider, 

1.  The  glorious  fociety  ye  Diali  be  taken  into,  be- 
ing taken  as  children  into  God's  family  by  adoptioDi 
The  apoflle  declares  this  at  large,  Heb.  sii.  22. — 24. 

2.  I  might  fay  much  to  the  commendation  of  tbe 
Father  of  the  family.  He  is  the  moft  honourable, 
loving,  helpful,  and  rich  father,  the  wifeft  father, 
and  lie  is  an  immortal  father.  His  children  fhall  never 
be  fathcrlefs ;  let  all  the  world  leave  them,  they  fhall 
have  a  father  to  take  them  up.  And  while  they  art 
under  minority,  they  fhall  have  the  beft  attendants. 
The  elder  brother  of  the  family  is  fairer  than  the 
fons  of  men  ;  and  he  is  of  our  nature,  and  will 
own  us  as  of  his  flefii  and  of  his  bones,  Eph.  v. 
,30.  And  the  mcit  loving  to  his  adopted  brethren  \ 
f  e  died  ior  them  while  they  were  yet  in  the  devil's 
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And  he  can  do  all  with  his  Father,  having 
he  entire  management  of  the  houfe  of  heaven,  John 
"•3  2.  He  is  a  moft  compaflionate  and  merciful  High 
i^riefl.  The  Spirit  of  the /family  is  a  noble  Spirit, 
hat  will  fpirit  you  for  the  greateft  achievements ;  a 
loly  and  fanftifying  Spirit,  that  will  make  the  vileft 
leart  holy ;  a  quickening  Spirit,  an  enlightening  Spi- 
it.     And  all  the  children  partake  of  this  Spirit. 

3*  Te  {hall  have  glorious  privileges  here ;  and  a- 
noDg  the  reft  eftablifhment  and  perfeverance  in  the 
amily,  John  viii*  35.  Come  once  in,  and  ye  fhall 
lever  be  caft  out,  and  never  get  leave  to  fall  out  a- 
l^ain. 

4.  Lajifyj  The  full  poffeflion  of  your  eternal  inheri- 
tance iA  heaven,  Matth.  xxv.  34.  He  will  give  the 
kingdom  to  all  his  children,  fons  and  daughters, 
your  elder  brother  will  give  you  to  fit  on  his  throne. 

Come  out  from  among  them  then  unto  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  fo  be  entered  into  God's  family  by  adoption. 
Seemeth  it  a  fmall  thing  to  you,  to  be  children  of  the 
houfe  of  heaven,  to  have  God  for  your  Father,  and 
ye  to  be  his  fons  and  daughters  ?  Believe  this  offer  of 
the  gofpel  therefore  made  to  you,  O  children  of  the 
houfe  of  hell,  and  clpfe  with  the  offer  of  adoption 
into  God's  family,  and  receive  the  feal  of  it  in  the  fa- 
crament.  I  befeech  you  to  accept  it,  nay  I  charge 
you  to  come  out  from  among  them  this  day,  and  enttr 
into  God's  family  through  Jefus  Chrift,  under  the 
pain  of  God's  eternal  diipleafure.  What  ails  you  at 
it  ?  The  language  of  the  hearts  of  many  will  be, 

I.  They  do  not  like  the  laws  of  the  houfe.  They 
think  it  would  be  what  would  take  away  their  liberty, 
^nd  pen  them  up  to  intolerable  bondage.  Anf.  No :  Sa- 
tan's fervice  is  llavery,  and  the  wprft  of  flavery.  If  ye 
continue  in  it,  your  chains  will  ever  be  on  you  ;  the 
chains  of  your  lufts  are  rattling  about  you  now,  2  Tina. 
ii,  26.  ^nd  the  chains  of  wrath  will  be  rattling  about 
you  through  eternity,  Matth.  xxii.  13.    But  tbofe  of 
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God's  family  enjoy  true  liberty,  John  viii.  ^6. 
their  liberty  fiiall  be  enlarged  alter,  and  be  vei 
rious,  Rom.  viii.  21. 

2.  They  like  not  the  focietyoftbe  houfe. 
think  it  b  but  the  pecvifh  fiUy  part  of  mankln 
fcum  of  the  world,  that  trouble  themfelves  with 
things.  Anf.  No  ;  they  aic  the  excellent  in  the 
Prov.  xii.  2<5.  David  a  king  thought  them  fj, 
xvi.  5.  Why  do  ye  defpife  them,  but  becauft 
arc  of  another  fpint  thin  the  fpiiit  of  the  dev 
mily  ?    Remember,    that   not  many  wife   men  afi 

fiejh  are  calied,  &c.  1  Cor.  i.  26.  =7.  28. 
aflurc  you  the  main  quarrel  and  the  ground  of  1 
ye  like  not  the  Kather  of  the  family,  and  the 
not  tliife  that  bear  his  image,  i  John  v.  i. 
ever,  remember  that  the  day  comes  when  yoi 
iay,  O  that  my  foul  were  in  their  fouls  flead  !  , 
tlie  the  death  of  the  rhhteous^  and  let  my  lall  end- 
his. 

3.  Lafily,  'Ihey  do  not  believe  any  fuch  tliii 
that  God  will  make  men  his  fons  and  dau£ 
Jnf.  1  hen  ye  do  not  bcliuve  God's  wttrd,  in  tb( 
John  i,  12,  Chriil's  dealh  ?nd  fufferings  muf 
their  end.  Gal.  iv.  ^,  5.  But  ye  will  be  cured oi 
if  not  btfore,  yet  at  their  receiving  their  iaheh 
as  children,  Matth.  ixv,  34.  when  unbelipva 
their  doom. 

But  there  may  be  fome  that  would  faia  belie 
and  that  with  application  too,  that  they  might 
auay  and  partake  of  it.  But  Satan  and  theift 
mulier  up  objections  againil  it. 

I.  Was  it  e\er  heard,  that  there  was  an  a<jB 
where  tlx  party  adoptingwas  not  childlefs  ?  4'^.\ 
■ways  are  not  man's  ways.  It  is  free  grace  onJfi 
no  need,  that  puts  the  heavenly  Father  to  ad(^l 
of  his  creatures.  Yet  there  is  a  fuitableneft  is 
(he  divine  wildom.  God's  family  luifered  a  «« 
ininution  by  the  fpiritual  death  of  childrep,  ^ 
U  u  midc  up  again. 
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.  fiat  how  IS  it  conCftent  with  the  honour  of  the 
3pter^  ta  take  men  as  children  into  his  family  ? 
I  This  is  provided  for  by  the  incarnation  of  the 
\ ;  man's  nature  is  thereby  nobilitated.  The  Son 
God  bec2Cme  the  Son  of  n^an^  that  fo  the  fons  of 
n  might  become  the  fons  of  God,  in  a  confillency 
th  God's  honour. 
)•  But  I  am  afraid  God  will  never  take"  ihe  into 

family.  jfo/I.  Wherefore,  if  ye  come  in  by  the 
yv^  through  Jefus  Chrift  ?  The  greatnefs  of  your 
mer  fins  will  not  hinder  it,  If.i^  t%.  the  multitude 
themy  1  John  i.  7.  your  backflidings  neither,  Jer. 

22. ;  though  ye  have  been  the  word  of  ilnnersy 
Ion  vi.  pr.  10.  II.     In  ye  inuft  be  or  ye  perifli. 
f.  But  Satan  plies  me  at  a  terrible  rate,  fo  that  I 
^nk  I  will  never  get  away  out  from  among  them. 
fd  When  the  devil  apprehends  bis  time  Ihof  t,  he 
s  great  wraths    When  the  children  of  Ifrael  were 
areft  their  deliverance,   Pharaoh  made  their  bon- 
gc  hardeft.     Be  rcfolute  like  the  lepers  of  old. 
5.  Lajily^  But  I  feair  I  never  be  able  to  carry  fuif a- 
\f  to  the  charaAer  of  one  of  the  heavenly  family. 
if.  Take  Chrift  for  fanAification,  put  your  heart 
id  life  in  his   hand   this   day,   for   purifying  and 
anaging  it,  Eph.  v.?  2  5. 2  6\  Chrift  loved  the  churchy  and 
've  mmfelf  fat  ity  that  he  might  fandi/y  and  cleanfe  it 
itb  the  wafhing  of  vJateti  by  the  word^     Believe  the 
:^mifes  of  faiiaihcation,   and  cleanly  throughbear- 
g;  look  on  them  as  fealed  by  the  facrament,  and 
infcientioufly  ufe  the  means  of  holinefs. 

To  (hut  up  all,  1  teftify  to  every  one,  that  they  arc 
Qdone  for  ever,  if  they  come  not  out  from  among 
Ltm,  and  be  feparate,  and  touch  no  unclean  thing ;  and 
^at  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  your  entrance  into 
KOd's  family,  if  yc  be  content  to  come  out  from  a- 
fcODg  them,  and  to  clofe  with  Chriil.  He  will  re- 
vive you,  and  introduce  you  into  his  Father's  family, 
^tertain  you  at  his  table,  and  at  length  carry  you  to 
^c  upper  houfe,  where  ye  fliall  be  lor  ever  with  the 
■ord. 
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1  Corinthians  vi.   ii. 
But  ye  are  fan£tified,—by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

IN  this  verfe  the  apoftle  tells  the  believing  Cono' 
thi.ans, 

I.  What  fome  of  them  fometimc  were,  fuch,  ti'z.m 
thofe  ver.  9.  i  o.  fornkalars,  idolaterty  adulterers^  effemi- 
nate, abufen  of  themfehes  with  viankind,  thieves,  covt- 
tous,  drunkards,  revilers^  extortioners,  even  the  woril 
and  groffeft  finners,  who  therefore  could  have  nothing 
to  mox'C  God  to  fanftify  them. 

5.  What  they  now  all  were,  viz.  the  true  bclieven 
among  them  j  they  were  •wafhed.  Though  foue  of 
them  in  their  natural  (late  were  more  unclean  and  vile 
than  others,  yet  they  all  needed  to  be,  and  accordingly 
were  wafted, 

(l.)  In  fandlification,  whereby  fin  itfelf  is  gradually 
carried  out  of  the  heart  and  life,  and  grace  phnted 
therein,  and  aiHuated,  and  advanced.  This  is  doneby 
the  Spirit  of  God,  who  is  holy,  and  makes  the  cleii 
holy. 

(;.)  In  juftiffcation,  whereby  the  guilt  of  fin  is  ^^ 
moved,  and  the  foul  clothed  with  a  perfect  nghteouf 
nefs.  This  is  done  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus.^ 
by  the  merits  and  blood  of  Chrill,  thio'ugh  Ohrill  ^' 
preliended  by  faith.  Tlie  apollle's  order  of  ftati^ 
thcfs  two  will  be  confidcred  afterwards. 

The  doct;ine  of  the  text  is  as  follows,  viz. 

DocT.  All  that  arc  effeBually  called,  are  freely  fa 
fifi-d  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift. 

In  treating  this  fubjecl,  I  fliall  ffiew, 

I.  Tlie  general  notion  of  fa nctifi cation. 

II.  More  particularly  inquire  into  tlie  nature  of  ib 
HI.  Deduce  fome  inferences. 

I.  I  will  lay  before  you  the  general, nature  of  faoc- 
tification.     It  imports  three  things. 
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1.  Separation,  or  fetting  apart  to  a  holy  ufe  or  fer- 
vice.  Thus  the  bread  and  wine  in  the  facrament  are 
itin&ified,  and  thus  Aaron  and  his  fons  were  fandified. 
And  thus  the  fanctification  of  the  Spirit,  is  the  l/)rd's 
taking  one  out  of  the  corrupt  ma(s  of  mankind  lying 
ip  wickednefs,  and  fetting  him  apart  for  himfelf,  Pfal. 
iir.  3.  So  that  holinefs  is  God's  mark  and  feal  fet  on  a 
ibul,  teftifying  it  to  be  his  in  a  peculiar  manner,  £ph. 

a«  Purification,  or  taking  away  of  pollution.  Thus 
people  are.  called  to  fandlify  themfelves.'    There  is  a 

-Natural  igtnpurityand  filthinefs  that  every  foul  natural- 
ly  is  funk  in,  1  Cor.  vii.  i.  They  are  loathfome  in  the 
Vght  of  Ood,  all  over  defiled  with  filthy  lufts.  Sane- 
tification  is  the  Spirit's  cleanfing  of  the  foul  from 
its  inipurities ;  breaking  the  reign  of  fin,  working 
out  fin  from  the  heart  and  life,  as  the  fpring  doth  the 
Viud  caft  in  it. 

3.  Preparation,  whereby  a  thing  or  perfon  is  made 
fit  for  ufe  or  fervice.  Thus  dxxf  food  is  fanclified  by 
th*e  word  and  prayer.  Naturally  we  are  unfit  for 
God's  fervice ;  ian^ification  fits  us  for  it^  2  Tim.  ii. 
91.  What  ufe  are  we  for  in  the  world,  if  not  for 
God  ?  But  the  unfandified  foul  is  not  meet  for  his 

\  vie :  but  the  Lord  loaths  them  and  their  fcrvices  too» 

'  gs  one  would  do  liquor  in  a  foul  vefiel. 

IT.  More  particularly,  I  will  inquire  into  the  nature 

of  the  fanftification  of  a  foul.     And  let  us  confider, 

I.  The  kinds  of  fanftification.     a.  The  author  of 

\  it.     3.  The  moving  caufe  of  it.     4.  Wherein  it  con- 

\  fills.      5.  The  parts   of   it.     d.   The  fubjecl  of   it. 

■  7.  The  cfFeft  of  it.    8.  How  it  is  carried  on.    9.  The 

means  of  it. 

FIRS  T,  I  (hall  confider  the  kinds  of  fanaifica- 
'  tion  diftinguifliable.  Sanctification  of  a  ibul  is  two- 
'  fold. 

I.  Initial  fandificatlon,  which  is  the  implanting  of 
the  feeds  of  grace  in  the  foul  at  firft,  and  is  the  lame 
Vol.  II.  '       P  P 
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■with  regeneration,  1  Jnhn  iii.  9.  *liei'ein  the  Spirit 
of  Chiiii  comes  into  the  m;m's  heart  with  his  graces/ 
and  takes  poffclHon  of  hiin  for  God.  The  whole  foul 
IS  caft  into  a  new  movilj  and  frame,  and  the  image 
of  God  is  drawn  anew  upon  it. 

3.  Progrcllive  fanclificatiuo,  whctcby  that  change 
1!  ca.rried  on  more  and  more,  the  Spirit  holding  hand 
to  the  begun  work.  Acts  xx.  -^n.  Satan's  image  is 
more  defaced,  and  the  image  of  God  more  perfected 
in  the  foul;  corruption  raore  weakened,  and  grace 
more  excited  and  ftren^thened.  'I'his  work  laftj 
t'lroiigh  the  faint's  whole  hfc,  and  is  never  perfected 
till  desth. 

Thefe  are  one  and  the  fame  work  fur  fubftance, 
though  diflering  in  circnmrtances  ;  and  no  man  hil 
the  one,  but  he  has  the  olher  too.  Initial  fandlifici- 
tion  goes  before  juftificatinn  in  tlie  order  of  nature, 
as  being  the  principle  from  which  faith  doth  arife ;  and 
Cliis  accounts  for  tlie  apoftle's  order  in  the  text:  hut 
progreilive  fanctilication,  i,  e.  fanctification  diftiiiguil|i- 
ed  from  regeneration,  follows  jiiftification. 

SECONDLY,  Let  us  conlider  the  Author  of 
fariclilic-,ition,  whiife  work  it  is. 

1.  Negatively,  It  is  not  the  finncr  hinjfclf,  tior  »- 
ry  other  creature,  who  is  the  author  of  it.  "We  cio 
well  dciile  ouvfeives  with  all  impurity,  but  cannot 
clcanfe  ourfelves.  We  will  lie  Itilt  in  our  filthinefs, 
till  help  come  from  another  quarter,  Eph.  ii.  i.  We 
aie  bid  to  cleanfe  our  liands  and  hearts;  but  alas! 
the  rule  of  our  duty  is  not  the  meafure  of  our 
ilrcngth. 

2.  Pofitively,  It  is  the  work  of  God  ;  for  it  needs 
no  Itfs  power  tfun  was  iiectfLry  for  creating  a  world, 
or  r:iTfing  the  de.id.'  It  is  the  work  of  a  wiuile  Trim* 
1y  lo  fjOLlify  a  ioul,  as  lightly  as  many  think  of  bcinj 
liiily.  It  is  the  work  (.>f  tlie  I'^atiicr,  Jude  ver.  i,— 
Savffi/u'd  by  God  the  Father ;  of  the  Sim,  Eph.  v.  16. 
—  That  he  (Ohiifl)  might  faiidify  —  it;  of  the  Holy '> 
Spiritj    2   XhciT.   11,13.  —  through  fjniiijicaridii  of  IM 
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Spirits    But  ijEi'  a  fpecial  manner  it  belongs  to  the  Spi^ 

jit :  as  the  Father  eleds,  the  Son  redeems,  and  the 

{loly  Ghoft  fandifies.     It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of 

God  then.     For, 

I.  In  initial  fan(^i(ication  the  Spirit  a<^s  alone,  and 

the  poor  iinacr  is  wholly  paffive,  and  can  do  nothinir 
that  way.  For  he  is  de^.d  in  (in,  and  cannot  move  out 
of  its  don^ioion,     He  lies  in  the  grave  like  the  dry 

.bones,  which  cannot  live,  nor  fiaad  up  till  they  be 

'.breathed  upon  by  the  Lord  himfelf. 

,  2.  In  pragreflive  fanclification,  though  th^  finner 
does  ad;  towards  his  own  fanclification,  2  Cor.  vii.  i. 

•yet  he  acts  not,  but  as  he  is  acled  by  the  H  »ly  Spirit, 

.Phil,  iif  X3-  la  vain  will  he  fpread  out  his  Tails,  if 
the  wind  from  heaven  blow  not,  Cint.  iv.  \6.     No 

•blow  of  his  ilruck  in  the  battle  agiinft  lulls  wiU  do 
execution,  if  the  Spirit  do  not  carry  it  home. 

T-H  I  R  D  L  Y,  The  moving  caufe  of  it.     Sane- 
tification  is  a  great  benefit :  whom  tlie  Lord  bertows 

it  upon,  he  puts  an  honour  on,  for  they  are  fet  apart 
for  himfelf.  There  is  an  intrinlie  glory  in  holinefs, 
Pfal.  xlv.  13^  The  Kingh  daughter  is  ail  glorious  within. 
God  is  gloncus  in  it,  and  therefore  no  wonder  it  be 
the  glory  of  the  creature.     When  the  Lord  makes  . 

^one  holy,  he  does  n\orc  for  him  than  if  he  would 
give  him  all  the  gold  of  the  Indies,  or  make  him  fole 

-monarch  of  the  world.  Nay,  the  gift  of  fiinftifica- 
tion  i&  more  worth  than  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  or  the 
faith  of  nvracles  i  for  men  may  be  ruined  aotwith- 
itanding  of  thefe,  but  not  if  they  have  this. 

The  only  caufe  of  it  is  free  grace,  not  any  perfon;al 

•worth  in  the  creature.  Tit.  iii.  5^  As  the  fun  fliines 
without  hire,  and  enliglxtens  the  dark  world  ;  fo  does 

.the  Holy  Spiiit  fanclify  ilie  unholy  unncr  freely,  with- 
out any  thing  in  him  to  n\ovc  l)im.  thcreto,^  Matth, 
j:i.  25.  26.     Lor, 

I .    rhere  is  nothing  in  an  unholy  finner  that  is  plea- 

fing    and   acceptable   in    God's   light,    Horn-  viii,   8^ 

/4  UC^VCia  nothing  but  llench  and  rottqnaelis  in  Uie^Q^^ 
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foul,  till  the  fanftifying  Spirit  enter  into  him.  Hli 
befl  difpofitions,  a^ons,  and  performances  are  fio, 
being  without  faith,  and  the  mere  produ^  of  naturl 
unrenewed. 

2.  Though  there  be  a  great  difference  betwixt  natu- 
ral men  before  the  world,  one  having  by  far  the  advafif 
tage  of  the  other,  in  refpe<fi  of  their  natural  tempen 
and  the  way  of  their  life  ;  yet  the  Lord  docs  not  give 
his  fanclifying  grace  according  to  thefe  advantages, 
but  oftimes  grace  takes  hold  of  ihofe  who  are  moil 
unlikely  to  get  it,  i  Cor.  i.  26.  27.  ov.  Publican! 
and  harlots  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  befbre 
fcribes  and  PhariJees.  And  ohimes  fovereign  grace 
ovei looks  thofe  of  the  moft  fweet  natural  difpofitioDS, 
and  brings  in  tliofe  of  the  mott  rugged. 

3.  Sovereign  grace  often  cnufes  the  time  for  fancli- 
fying the  iinner,  when  he  has  gone  the  fartheft  length 
in  Co  and  wickednefB.  Paul  was  carried  the  lenglt 
of  blafphemy  and  pcrfecution  ere  fanfiifying  grace 
took  hold  of  him,  i  Tim.  i.  13.  And  ManalTch  wa 
carried  to  horrid  inurders  and  witchcraft,  ere  he  was 
prevented  by  divine  grace.  Many  have  bten  carried 
lo  extraordinary  acta  of  wickednefs,  whereby  they 
have  loll  their  hves  in  the  courfe  ot  juftice,  whom  1 
grace  has  plucked  as  brands  out  of  the  burning,  to  ' 
proclaim  the  freedom  of  grace. 

FOUR  T  H  L  Y,  I  ihall  fhew  wherein  fanaifid- 
ticn  confifts,  or  what  the  Spirit  doth  to  a  iinner  when 
Jie  fanftilies  him.  It  conliits  in  the  renewing  of  the  ■ 
iinner  after  the  image  of  God,  Epli.  iv.  23.  24.  The 
ruin  of  man's  natuie  lay  in  detacing  of  the  image  of 
God  which  was  vipon  him:  fancT:ification  is  the  re- 
newing and  repairing  of  it,  without  which  God  cift 
take  no  delight  in  his  creature.  Now,  in  all  renewiogi 
(he  old  is  put  away,  and  the  new  brought  in.  bq 
there  are  two  acta  ot  the  Spirit  in  fanctification. 

I.  Dfftroying  of  the  body  of  fm,  cjilcd  the  0I4 
jnan,  Rom.  vi.  6.  putting  it  away,  Co!,  ii,  i  r.  The 
S|)iiic  of  the  Lojd  breaks  the  dpminion  of  l^n  'u/l  H^ 
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foal,  ind  tarns  it  off  t|ie  throne,  that  it  cannot  com- 
ipand  the  (inner  as  aforetime,  Horn  vi.  14.  weakens 
and  mortifies  the  feveral  lufb  thereof,  Kom.  viii.  13. 
{$0  that  it  is  a  crucified  nian,  who  has  got  his  death's 
wounds  by  the  iiails,  and  firall  not  come  down  till  he 
idie  out. 

2.  Endowing  the  finner  with  grace,  even  with  aU 
the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  John  i.  i(J.  whereby  the  fin- 
tier  becomes  a  new  creature,  2  Cor.  v.  17.  This  is 
the  new  man  which  is  put  on  in  fanctification ;  the 
feed  of  heaven,  which  can  neyer  mifgive,  but  will 
fpring  up  to  evprlafting  lifp,  being  carried  on  towards 
{ierfedion,  by  the  fame  Spirit. 

F I FTH  I, y.  The  parts  of  fanclification  are  two, 

1.  Mortification,  wl^ereby  the  finner  is  enabled 
mpre  and  more  to  die  unto  fin,  Rom,  vi.  4.  6.  The 
3pirit  applying  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  death  to  the  fin- 
lier,  mortifies  him  to  fin,  blijnts  the  edge  of  his  affec- 
tion to  fin  and  finful  courfes,  fo  that  in  refpeA  of  fin 
be  is  lil(e  a  dying  man.  So  that  although  he  be  not 
quite,  freed  from  it,  yet  be  is  on  the  way  to  be 
fo.  His  lufts  are  upon  the  crofs,  nailed  through  and 
pierced  to  the  heart,  not  to  pome  dowq  till  they  have 
breathed  out  their  laft.  Gal,  v.  24.  Like  a  dying  man 
taking  leave  of  friends,  he  is  parting  with  his  old 
iuits :  like  a  man  leaving  off  cares  about  the  world,  the 
bent  of  his  foul  is  turned  away  from  his  former  courfes, 

2.  Vivification,  whereby  the  finner  is  enabled  more 
and  more  to  live  unto  righteoufnefs,  Hom.  vi.  4.  I'hc 
fanciified  finner  leads  a  new  life,  in  refpecl  of  which 
he  is  as  a  man  raifed  from  the  dead,  not  meddling  as 
before  in  the  buGnefs  of  the  world  :  fo  the  fanftiiied 
finner  lives  as  one  of  another  world,  not  conforming 
bimfelf  to  the  finful  courfes  of  this  world,  but  beinp 
transformed  into  a  likenels  to  tlmfe  of  the  better  world, 
jtom,  xii.  2.  Phil.  iii.  20.  The  bulinefa  of  his  life  i§ 
to  ferve  the  Lord,  and  work  out  his  own  falvation  ; 
to  be  preparing  for  the  eternal  reft  in  heaver^  whither 
III;  heart  is  carried  before  him. 
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SIXTHLY,  Let  U9  view  the  fubjca  of  finfdE. 
cation.     Under  which  confider, 

I.  Whoarefanctified.    2.  What  of  them  is  fan^£ed. 

F'lrft,  Who  are  faniftilied.  It  is  the  eleifl  who  ire 
fanftified,  even  all  of  them,  and  they  only,  Eph  i.  4. 
2  IhefT.  ii.  13.  And  elect  infants  among  thcreft,  dy- 
ing in  infancy,  being  naturally  corrupted,  mutineers 
be  fanclilied  too,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fince  they  are  of 
the  number  of  the  eleO.  For  others  may  be  fanclificd 
from  the  womb,  Jer,  i.  5.  And  none  other  but  the 
elect  do  partake  of  this  grace  of  IjncViiication:  fo 
that  fjnctification  is  a  certain  evidence  of  election. 

Secondly,  What  of  them  iis  fanclified.  The  whole 
man  is  ianctified,  2  Cor.  v.  17.  i  Jheff,  v,  23.  The 
grace  of  (anftificaiion  is  a  holy  leaven,  that  goes  thro' 
the  whole  lump,  and  makes  every  part  of  the  man 
holy. 

1.  The  fo'ul  is  fanclified  in  all  the  faculties  thereof, 
new  qualities  being  infufed  into  and  advanced  in 
them,  (i.)  1  he  undcrftanding  naturally  daikened,  i( 
renewed  in  faving  knowledge  afCur  God's  image,  Cul- 
iii.  10.  A  new  lig'it  is  iirutk  out  in  the  mind;  the 
light  of  grace  anles  there,  wliercby  the  foul  knows 
fpirituai  things  in  another  manner  than  before;  andcliii 
advanceth  unto  the  perfect  day,  Prov.  iv.  18.  (_2.)The 
w'lW,  naturally  perverle  and  rebellious,  gets  a  righceoOJ 
iet  and  bent,  agree;ib!c  to  the  will  ot  God,  I'-pii.  ii.  ^• 
whereby  it  is  aveife  to  evil,  and  pione  to  good. 
(3.)  The  unholy  aifeftioiis  are  made  hoiy,  iOid,  &»■ 
Eh.it  their  hive,  hatred,  delight,  fonows,  ^c.  m 
changed.  And  iierewith  conies  ;Uung  the  fanctiEcatiai 
of  the  confcience  and  memory. 

2.  f  he  body  is  lanclified,  in  fo  fjr  as  it  is  made  jAt 
temple  ot  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  member  of  Chnft)' 
1  Cor.  vi.  15.  19.  AvA  the  mcmbeis  thereof  afS 
changed  in  velnect  of  their  uie,  becoming  inftruoieoit 
pf  rightcuuthets  employed  tor  tlic  Lord,  Rom.  vi.  l^ 
\a  rclpci^  of  which  the  body  is  picfented  a  holy  bxiBr 
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ficc  to  God,  to  ferve  and  honour  him  with,  whether 
bydoing  offuffering,  Rom.  xii.  i. 
'  But  dthough  the  whole  man  is  fanftified,  yet  no 
part  of  the  man  is  perfeftly  fan^lified  in  this  life.  It 
IS  neither  midnight  to  them  as  with  the  unregencrate, 
nor  iliidday  as  with  the  glorified,  but  twilight,  which 
is  a  mixture  of  darknefs  and  light.  Hence  arifes  the 
combat  betwixt  the  flelh  and  Spirit,  Gal.  v.  17.  Eve- 
ry grace  has  a  weed  of  the  contrary  corruption  by  the 
fide  of  it,  which  occafions  this  ftruggle  and  imperfec- 
tion in  the  beft  of  their  works. 

S  E  V  E  N  T  H  L  Y,  I  am  to  (hew  the  eflFecT:  of  fanc'li- 
fication.  That  is  holinefs.  The  fruit  of  this  work  of 
the  Spirit  is  habitual  holinefs,  that  is,  an  habitual  aver- 
fion  of  the  foul  to  evil,  and  inclination  to  good ;  and 
afiual  holipefs  in  all  manner  of  life  and  convcrfation, 
in  good  works,  which  have  God's  word  for  their  rule, 
hia  glory  for  their  end,  and  are  done  in  faith.  Both 
iiirhich  we  have,  Pfal.  xlv.  13.  The  King^s  daughter  is 
allgloritms  within  ;  her  cloathing  is  of  wrought  gold. 

EIGHTHLY,  I  proceed,  to  fliew  how  fanclifi- 
cation  is  carried  on.  Now,  though  fanftification  rauft 
needs  be  begun  in  an  inftant,  yet  it  is  not  a  fimple 
act,  but  a  work  carried  on  by  degrees,  to  which  many 
actions  (and  thefe  repeated)  of  the  Holy  Spirit  do  con- 
cur. The  believer  not  being  perfeAly  renewed  at  firft, 
the  renovation  is  carried  on  by  degrees,  and  the  Spi- 
rit is  at  that  work  ftill,  \o  as  not  to  give  it  over,  till 
it  be  perfefted,  though  there  may  be  many  interrup- 
tions of  it.     And, 

1.  The  Spirit  implants  grace  in  the  foul,  fows  the 
heavenly  ittd  there,  framing  the  heart  anew,  giving 
it  a  new  power,  and  a  new  fet,  towards  God  and  his 
law  ;  and  putting  in  new  motions  and  inclinations  in 
the  foul,  agreeable  to  the  holy  law,  and  contrary  to 
the  natural  finful  ones,  Ht  b.  viii  10.  So  that  the  foul  is 
inclined  to  love  what  before  it  loathed,  and  to  loath 
what  before  it  loved. 

2.  He  prcfervcs  the  grace  implanted,  i  Pe.t.  i.  5. 
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Though  it  IS  lodged  in  the  fame  heart  with  ao  ill  neigh- 
bour, the  remains  of  natural  corruption  ;  yet  he  keep! 
it  that  it  do  not  die  out,  he  preferves  it  as  a  fpark  of 
fine  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean. 

3.  He  excites  it  and  quickens  it,  to  purfue  add  re- 
iift  the  flefh,  Fhil.  ii.  ig.  Grace  fometimes  may  fall 
fo  very  low  in  the  foul,  that  it  becomes  like  a  fpark 
tid  under  the  aflies :  yet  the  fanctifying  Spirit  blowi 
it  up  agaih  into  a  Bame,  Cant.  iv.  16,  As  the  tree  in 
the  winter  divefted  of  its  leaves  and  verdure,  uhen 
the  warm  fun  returns  in  the  fpring,  the  fap  driven  to 
the  root  returns,  and  is  ditfufed  through  the  whoi& 

4.  He  flrengthens  it  by  new  fupplies,  If.  xl.  ullJa 
SB  the  foul  is  enabled  more  and  more  to  hold  on  the 
battle,  and  gets  victories  of  the  enemy,  2  Cor.  xii.  9> 
10.  For  grace  is  a  child  of  heaven,  which  has  all  iti 
nourilhment  and  llrength  from  the  fame  Spirit  that 
gave  it  lifci 

5.  Lajlly,  At  death,  but  not  till  then,  he  perfeftsit, 
Hcb.  xii.  23.  Then  the  new  man  is  brought  toils 
perfeft  ftature,  Eph.  iv.  13,  Often  may  tlie  foul  be 
ready  to  fiiy,  One  day  I  will  periili  by  the  hand  of 
fuch  a  lufl.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  will  perfect  the 
work  he  has  begun.  And  when  the  walls  of  the  le- 
prous hoiife  are  taken  down,  the  leprofy  Ihall  be 
quite  removed.  Fiom  what  has  b^en  faid  we  nuy 
infer, 

Inf.  I.  The  cafe  of  unfanclified  finncrs  is  a  wretch- 
ed cafe  ;  they  are  lying  with  the  loll:  world,  in  theii 
filthincfs,  utterly  unlit  lo  ferve  God  acceptably,  or  to 
have  communion  with  him  here  or  hereafter.  For 
they  are  not  fanclificd,  not  feparated,  purified,  Ditf 
prepared  for  God's  fervice, 

2.  Behold  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  fall  in  Ioti 
with  ir,  and  labour  fo  attain  it.  Tlje  holy  man  is 
more  excellent  than  his  neighbour,  as  fet  apart  fbf 
God  ;  IfracI  /hall  dwell  a/our,  and  Jhull  rjct  bs  rechnti 
among  the  nations,  becaufe  they  arc  a  holy  people.  It 
is  the  purity  of  the  foul,  it  is  God's  image  drawn  oB' 
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the  nlxn,  it  1$  a  newaefs  of  nature  frdtn  heaven,  and 
like  heaven.  By  it  a  man  is  a  veflel  fit  for  the  Mailer's 
life,  hbnourably  employed  now,  and  moft  hodduraibly 
liereafter. 

3;  See  the  way  how  ye  niay  be  niade  holy.  The 
fire  froni  your  own  hearth  will  not  purge  you ;  faith- 
lels  vows,  refolutiohs,  and  endeavours  will  not  do  it; 
If.  \.  ult.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can  only  perform  the 
work.  O  ciy  for  the  Spirit,  wait  on  in  ordinances! 
for  the  blowing  df  the  Spirit;  Come  to  Chrift  by 
Guth,  that  ye  may  partake  of  his  Spirit. 

4*  Sandincation  is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  a 
rork  that  muft  be  in  a  continual  progrcfs.  Sit  not 
lown  on  any  meafure  of  grace  attained.  They  that 
ire  converted  ftill  need  the  Spirit  for  their  fandifica- 
ion.  Beware  of  grieving  the  Spirit,  left  the  work 
KB  interrupted.  Make  no  truce  with  the  enemy,  buft 
lurfue  the  lufts  of  the  body  of  fin  vigoroufly. 

5«  Laftfyy  See  here  that  there  are  none  fo  unholy^ 
lut  they  may  be  made  holy«  It  is  a  work  of  grace, 
:nd  grace  is  powerful  to  overcome  the  ftrongeft  lufts. 
1 18  a  work  of  free  grace,  and  therefore  no  vilenels 
adr  unworthineis  of  the  creature,  that  is  content  to' 
M  made  holy,  can  hinder  it.  This  may  lay  the  pride 
»f  fome,  who  think  they  deferve  grace,  and  whofe 
Kcarts  fret  againft  the  Lord,  if  grace  be  not  given 
Iiem  in  an  hour  of  temptation.  Man's  heart  pervert- 
tth  hit  way,  and  fretteth  againft  the  Lord.  And 
Ilia  may  encourage  thofe  who  think  the  Lord  will 
a  ever  look  on  them. 

LASTLY,  Let  us  conCder  the  means  of  fanfti- 
Ication.  The  outward  means  that  the  Spirit  makci 
lie  of  in  this  work,  and  which  have  all  their  efficacy 
torn  him,  are, 

X.  Ordinances^  public,  private,  and  fecret,  If.  xii. 
|.  efpccially  the  word,  and  facraments  thereto  append^ 
d^  £ph«  v«  t6.  And  they  thac  would  be  holy  muft 
lie  tbefe  means  of  fandificatioo,  whereby  th:  Spirit; 
iCK^ns  and  carries  on  the  work« 

V0X..H.  (^<i 
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2.  Providences ;  fmiling  and  favourable  difpeofi^ 
tions  have  a  tendency  that  way,  Rom.  ii.  4.  but  eipe^ 
ctally  afHidions  are  means  which  the  Spirit  makes  u& 
of  for  this  end,  If.  xxvii.  9.  By  this  fhall  the  iniquity 
of  Jacob  be  purged^  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away 
his  Jin. 

1  (hall  now  ihut  up  this  fubjecl  with  a  few  iofe* 
rences,  beiides  thofe  I  drew  under  the  former  heads. 

Inf  1.  Thofe  who  are  unrenewed  are  unfanctified. 
Wliere  there  is  no  change  of  heart  and  life,  there  is* 
no  grace,  2  Cor.  v.  17.  Ah!  how  many  live  as  they 
were  born,  and  are  like  to  die  as  they  live  ?  They 
have  no  changes,  but  from  evil  to  evil :  no  change 
from  fin  to  holincfs,  and  yet  are  unconcerned  with 
their  unrenewed  ilate,  fleeping  on  till  they  fleep  the 
fleep  of  death. 

2.  A  partial  change  is  not  fandiiication.  Thofe 
who  are  changed,  but  not  in  the  whole  man,  are  not 
truly  fancbified,  but  are  yet  in  their  natural  poUutioo* 
Sandification  is  not  a  new  head  full  of  knowledge,  with 
the  old  heart  and  life ;  nor  is  it  a  new  life,  with  the 
old  heart  and  nature.  But  it  is  a  change  that  goes 
through  the  whole  foul  and  body,  which  muft  needs 
be  followed  with  a  new  life,  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

3.  True  fancliiication  puts  work  in  the  hand  of  the* 
fan£Kfied,  that  will  fill  their  hands  while  they  live. 
Dying  to  fin,  and  living  to  righteoufnefs,  are  wprb 
that  will  fill  up  every  minute  we  have  in  the  world. 

4.  i.et  none  be  fo  foolifli  as  to  fit  down  contented 
without  fanclification,  but  ftudy  holioefs  as  ever  yc 
would  fee  heaven.  We  want  a  title  to  heaven,  wc 
muft  get  that  in  j unification  and  adoption  :  we  waot 
a  meetnefs  for  heaven,  and  we  muft  get  that  in  fane* 
tification.  The  fanftified  are  elected,  and  fhall  beglflf 
rified,  i  Pet.  i.  2.  4.  And  they  that  live  and  die  un- 
fanclified,  ihall  never  fee  heaven,  Heb.  xii.  14.  h 
without  holinefs  no  man  fiall  fee  the  Lord. 

5.  Lafily^  As  ever  ye  would  be  holy,  attend  and 
improve  the  means  of  grace.     -Let  not  your  afflictions 
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you  from  God,  neither  be  ftupid  under  them, 
aiU  in  with  the  defiga  of  providence  in  them^  for 
fanftificationf 

m  with  Chrift  the  only  Way  to  Sandlifica- 

tion. 

I  Corinthians  if  30, 

f  him  are  ye  in  Chriji  Jefus^  who — is  made  unto  us 
fanSiJication. 

1}  £  world  in  its  greateft  darknefs  was  not  in- 
feniib}e  that  man'3  nature  was  corrupted,  that 
Deeded  fomewhat  wherewith  they  might  pleafe 
attain  to  happinefs,  and  repair  the  wound  which 
underftood  their  nature  had  got.  4nd  although 
Jews  and  Gentiles  had  different  devices  wbereoy 
thoiight  this  might  be  obtained,  yet  all  agreed  ia 
it  behoved  them  tp  go  into  themfeives  for  it,  and 
aw  fomething  out  of  the  ruins  of  their  natural, 
rs  wherewith  to  help  themfeives,  thereby  difco- 
g  tiiey  did  not  fufiiciently  underiland  the  depth 
e  corruption  of  human  nature*  And  this  princi- 
}  fo  agreeable  to  corrupt  reafon,  that  God's  de- 
to  bring  about  man's  falvation  from  fin  and  mi« 
in  and  by  another,  to  wit  Chrift,  vras  to  the  Jews 
mbling'b/ocij  and  to  the  Gr^eh  fooliJJmefsj  vcr.  23. 
if  we  Ibqnd  to  the  bottom,  it  is  the  lii^me  at  this 
:o  the  unregen^ratc  part  of  the  Chriiiian  world, 
th^  text  we  have  thefum  of  God's  device  for  the 
:iop  of  iinners,  and  it  centres  in  Jefus  Clirill  who 
crucified.  We  m^y  take  up  the  text  and  it  in 
two  things* 

Xhat  tlie  whole  of  man'^  falvatiojd  fliail  be  from 
[I.  God  has  made  or  conllituted  him  the  Fuun« 
^f  all  falvation,  hum  whom  it  muit  be  conveyc  4 
.  tlifit  ihall  pai  take  pf  it.    As  Jj^narHoi)  m'^  h^ 
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feph  ruler  over  Eg>"pt,  and  when  the  famiflice!  peop& 
cried  to  him  for  bread,  he  bade  tlicm  go  to  Jolcphj 
Gen.  xli.  $^. ;  fo  God  has  dealt  with  the  Mediator, 
and  tells  us  by  the  gofpel,  Pfal.lxxxis,  2^.  My  faith- 
futnefs  and  my  nierry  (ball  be  with  him  :  and  in  my  nam 
Jhali  his  horn  be  exalted.  If  we  look  into  the  nijnsof 
the  fall,  we  may  take  them  up  under  four  heads,  an- 
fwcraWe  to  which  there  are  remedies  in  Chrift. 

(1.)  Man  is  ignorant  naturally  of  tlie  wiy  to  trae 
happmefs ;  he  has  loft  God,  and  knows  not  how  to 
find  him  again.  Falling  into  the  hands  of  Satan,  iw 
loft  his  two  eyes,  like  Samfon  ;  gropes  for  the  v,ii 
of  happinefs,  but  cannot  find  it,  like  the  Sodomites 
at  Lot's  door.  Some  remains  of  knowledge  found 
in  the  ruins  of  the  faU  were  improved  in  the  world, 
by  fludy,  obfcrvation  of  the  works  of  God,  and  in 
fome  by  external  revelation,  which  yet  the  oatunl 
darkncfs  of  the  mtnd  did  pervert.  And  thefe  notioH 
thus  improved  they  called  wifdom.  But  the  way  of 
happinefs  by  works,  the  only  way  naturally  known 
by  Adam,  being  blocked  up  by  Iiis  fall,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  them  by  their  wiidom  to  fall  on  the  other 
way,  uniefs  we  fliould  fiy  that  fallen  man's  natunl 
knowledge  could  reach  farther  than  his  natur:d  know- 
ledge when  it  was  whole  and  entire  before  the  faBt 
So  man's  wifdom  is  his  folly. 

For  rejucdy  of  thi:?,  Cbi-irt  is  made  ivifdom.  T1« 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  were  lodged  a 
him*  Col.  ii.  g.  and  he  is  conftituted  the  grand  leacfc^ 
er  of  all  that  mind  for  eternal  happinefs.  ThereftW 
the  philofophcrs  and  rabbi's  muft  lay  by  their  booto 
RS  infufficient  to  point  them  the  way  to  happine&' 
and  ftudy  that  body  of  divinity,  Jefus  Chiill,  ia  wbott' 
the  ulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dweltcth  bgdily.  Tha 
wife  men  of  the  world  mult  renounce  confidence  !» 
their  natural  abilities,  draw  a  black  fcore  o\er  all  tbdr 
attainments  in  their  Chriftlefs  ftate,  and  fit  down  at 
ChFift's  feet,  as  knowing  nothing,  and  learn  of  him; 
an^  thofe  of  the  lhallo\vcft  capacities  giving  up  (hea- 
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ftfves  to  him,  Ihall  get  ihe  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  rf  Jefus  Chrift^  3  Cor.  iv.  6. 

(2.)  Man  is  unrighteous,  and  cannot  fland  before  a 
righteous  God.  His  guilt  binds  him  over  to  wrath, 
and  makes  him  roiferable before  a  juft  God,  a  revenger 
6f  fin.  And  this  is  fo  impreiTed  on  the  hearts  of  men, 
that  even  a  natural' confcicnce  fometimes  makes  ter- 
rible heart- quakes  within  him,  knowing  the  judgement 
rf  God^  that  they  who  commit  fuch  things  are  worthy  of 
death.  Now,  the  natural  man,  for  remedy  of  this, 
l^oes  about  to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  of  his  own, 
tQ  fpin  a  righteoufnefs  out  of  his  own  bowels,  and  to 
jippeafe  the  anger  of  God,  and  gain  his  favour,  by  his 
olM^dience.  But  when  it  appears  in  the  light  of  the  ho- 
ly law,  ic  is  nothing  but  as  a  naily,  rotten,  moth-eaten 
garment,  that  cannot  cover  the  foul  before  the  Lord, 
if.  Ixiv.  6.  Let  them  ftretch  it  as  they  will,  the  bed 
is  ihorter  than  a  man  can  ilretch  hiinfelf  on  it,  and 
the  covering  narrower  than  he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  it. 
•  For  remedy  of  this,  Chrift  is  made  righteoufnefs^ 
He,  by  his  obedience  to  the  law's  commands,  and  luf- 
fering  the  vrrath  it  threatened,  hath  brought  in  evcr- 
lafting  righteoufnefs,  which  is  a  large  garment^  able  to 
cover  all  that  betake  themfelves  to  it,  for  it  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God ;  a  beautiful  garment,  ijbund  in 
every  part,  for  it  is  white  raiment,  without  the  leaft 
ftain,  being  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son  of  God,  whp 
was  holy,  harmlels,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners, 
Iherefore  the  moft  refined  mora'ills  muft  lay  alide,  in 
point  of  copfid^nce,  their  higheft  attainments  in  mo- 
rality, as  filthy  rags  before  the  Lord  ;  and  the  ftriclcft 
I>rofcflbrs  and  livers  on  earth,  who  follow  after  the 
aw  of  righteoufnefs,  niuft  renounce  their  inherent 
righteoufnefs,  and  lit  down  naked  before  the  Lord,  to 
ricccive  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  And  the 
vileft  of  men  coming  to  him,  fhall  find  a  righteoul- 
|iefs  in  him  to  be  communicated  to  them ;  lb  that 
tbcjr  that  arc  from  rightcoufncfe  {hall  be  wupt  up  ia 
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a  perfect  righteoufnefs,  if  they  -will  take  Cbrift  tt 
them  3s  God  has  made  htm. 

(;?.)  Man  is  unholy,  unfit  for  communion  with  a  ho- 
ly God  here  or  hereafter.  His  fou!  is  dead  in  fin,  hii 
lulls  live  and  are  vigorous  in  him  ;  fo  that  he  is  no 
more  meet  for  heaven  than  a  fow  for  a  palace.  The 
natural  man,  to  help  liimfj^lf  in  this  point,  calls  toge- 
ther his  natural  powers  as  in  a  folemn  day,  and  eniJei- 
■vours  to  let  about  his  duty,  and  turn  the  ftream  of 
his  life  and  converfation  into  the  channel  of  the  law, 
Some  prevail  this  way  to  the  reformation  of  their  out- 
ward converiation ;  but  there  is  as  much  difference 
betu't:(t  true  holinefs  and  their  attainment,  as  betwixt 
a  living  body  and  an  embalmed  corpfe.  Others  find 
all  their  endeavours  to  no  purpofe,  and  fo  they  come 
todefpair  of  faocljUcation,  and  therefore  even  Uy  tlie 
reins  on  the  necks  of  their  iijfts,  Jer.  ii.  25.  And  hov? 
cap  it  be  otheiwile  in  either  of  them  ?  for,  like  fools  or 
madmen,  they  go  into  the  mire  to  wafii  thenifclves 
clean  ;  the  houic  that  mult  be  razed  from  the  fnundi- 
tion,  they  go  to  patch  up  and  repair  ;  for  in  theii-  it- 
tempts  for  holincis  they  act  as  if  they  had  need  of  no- 
thing but  activity  to  uie  and  innprove  their  natural  J- 
bilitics  for  fancLiOcation  ;  which  is  as  opposite  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  gofpel,  as  to  lay,  the  cripple  needs  but 
to  let  himfelf  tj  rile  and  walk,  and  he  will  be  cured^ 
is  contrary  to  common  fenfe;  for  our  natural  abilitiet 
will  ferve  us  no  more  for  fandihcation,  than  the  crip* 
pie's  legs  will  ferve  him  to  walk.  Let  men  l^arn  froiD> 
Job,  that  where  the  whole  body  is  all  full  ot  boils  m4'5 
lores,  their  hands  are  nut  lit  to  fcrapc  the  fores  00  tUBd, 
left  of  their  body,  bi.ing  as  ill  tlieml'clves  as  any  othit- 
part :  therefore  lie  took  a  pnlflierd,  and  Icraped  hi^qfij 
Iclf.  And  wlule  to  the  unbelieving  there  ;s  notbiflgy 
pure,  but  their  very  natural  powcis  are  tichled,  tbe^' 
can  never  purify  the  man  in  holinels. 

13iit  for  remedy  in  this,  Chrift  is  mi\lz  fdndificatiuk 
'I  here  is  ;i  fulneisof  the  Spirit  of  holineis  lodged  in  himj 
^0  be  ct)u)mLiaicatt4 10  the  ^aho!y ;  and  to  him  Qodj 

^^ 
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fends  the  unholy  finner,  that  out  of  his  f olnefs  he  may 
receive,  and  grace  for  grace.  Therefore  the  moft  fober 
Qatural  man  and  ftriddl  profefibr,  ^ho  has  hammered 
DUt  .of  his  mere  natural  abilities,  aflifted  by  external  re* 
relation,  a  life  blamelefs  before  the  worid,  being  e* 
ftranged  fiill  to  the  life  of  faith,  muft  know  that  he  has 
but  put  a  new  face  on  the  old  man,  which  Cbrift  ne* 
ver  intended  to  repair,  but  to  deflroy,  Rom.  vi»  6*  and 
muft  begin  anew  to  attain  true  holinefs,  from  and  by 
him  whom  the  Father  has  made  fandification  to  us. 
And  the  moft  polluted  flnner,  whofe  lufts  are  moft  ra« 
ging,  may  confidently  try  this  grand  method  of  fanc- 
tificatioA,  which  can  no  more  fail  him,  than  God's 
device  can  fail  to  reach  the  end  he  defigned  it  for. 

(4.)  Man  by  the  fall  is  become  mortal,  liable  to 
many  bodily  infirmities  and  miferies,  and  at  length 
muft  go  to  the  grave,  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  li« 
ving.  Nature  could  find  no  remedy  for  this.  The 
learned  Athenians  mocked  at  the  refurreiElion  of  the 
dead,  A6ls  xvii.  32.  the  Sadducees  among  the  Jews 
denied  it,  Matth.  xxii.  2  3.  The  unrenewed  part  of 
the  world,  who,  by  the  benefit  of  external  revelation, 
have  embraced  the  doctrine  of  the  refurrection,  and 
particularly  of  the  happy  refurreftion,  have  no  other 
way  to  attain  it,  but  what  they  follow  to  attain  righ- 
teouffaefs  and  fanclification ;  and  that  being  infufii- 
cient  to  attain  them,  muft  be  fo  al(b  in  this  refpecl ; 
for  all  their  Chriftlefs  endeavours  leave  them  ftill  un- 
der guilt  and  corruption,  thefe  bonds  of  death,  where- 
with the  fecond  death  will  draw  them  down  into  the 
pit,  when  they  are  raifed  out  of  their  graves  at  the 
laft  day. 

But  man's  (alvation  cannot  be  complete  without  a 
remedy  for  this ;  therefore  Chrift  is  made  redemption^ 
who  will  give  in  due  time  deliverance  to  his  people 
from  mi(ery  and  death,  which  is  called  the  redemp^ 
tlon  of  the  body^  Rom.  viii.  23  And  in  this  fenle  he 
calls  himfelf //^^  reJurre6lion  and  the  I'lfe^  John  xi.  25. 
So  our  redemption  is  in  him  in  fo  far  as  he  has  got  above 


a."  p  -  :r  of  the  grave  by  hts  nfiirreSoD, 

thi:^  ■  .'iic  peHbn,  thereby  cnfbrtag  the  lu|>- 

ali  that  arc  in  him.     Therefore,  if 

:  L  our  heads  above  thefe  waters,  we 

■  J  tor  it. 
.»..  4.<  -^iiu  partake  of  this  falvattou,  roaft  par- 
itgucc  u^i  ic  m  biiii,  by  virtue  of  uniou  with  him  :  B»l 
t^f  lim  artp  in  Chrijl  Jefus,  &c.  As  the  ftock  is  flay, 
^rrtigth,  and  fap  to  the  branches  \  io  is  Chrift  'wt 
duat,  righteoufneis,  fanctihcation,  and  redemptioa  to 
them  that  are  m  him,  or  unto  rinnera  united  to  him. 
The  fap  of  the  ftock  is  not  conveyed  to  branches  that 
aj%uot  ia  it ;  neither  is  ChriH  wifdom,  C^Y.  to  zaybot 
tho(b  that  are  in  him.  He  is  the  Saviour  of  his  body, 
and  we  muft  partake  of  his  falvation  as  members  of 
bis  body.  In  the  old  world  when  the  deluge  came  oa, 
tome  without  the  ark  getting  up  on  the  tops  of  trcs 
uc  mountaiDS,  might  be  fafe  for  a  while;  but  Done  but 
thofe  who  were  in  the  ark  were  fafe  to  the  end :  fa 
men  that  are  out  of  Chiill  may  get  common  tempo- 
i-al  favours  from  the  Lord;  but  none  but  thofe  ia 
him  receive  tiiat  wifdom,  ire.  which  is  the  great  lal* 
\'ation.  The  loll  world  is  the  firft  Adam,  and  the  of 
turat  branches  of  that  ftock.  The  faved  woild  ire 
fuch  branches  as  are  taken  out  of  that  dead  and  kilKog 
ftock,  and  ingrafted  into  Chrift  the  true  vine. 

Tliis  then  is  the  grand  device  of  falvation,  that 
Chrift  ihall  be  all  to  iinners,  and  th^it  they  muft  pl^ 
take  of  all  in  him  ;  which  is  quite  oppolice  to  our  na- 
tural imaginationsj  and  exalts  the  free  grace  of  God, 
deprefiing  nature,  (i.)  They  do  not  help  rhenifelvcSi 
their  help  is  in  another  :  lie  is  nude  luifdom,  && 
{i.)  They  do  not  fo  much  as  help  therafclves  to  thrir 
helper  ;  for  it  is  of  Ciod  by  the  power  of  his  grace  that 
they  are  brought  to  be  in  liim.  k  is  not  the  branch 
iifcif,  but  the  hufbandman  that  ingrafts  ir. 
'i'he  doiftrine  I  obferve  from  the  words  is, 

DocT.  C-iTj  dtvkt  fer  the  faniJificatlon  ef  a»  tiitj 
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tmHd  is^  that  finners  unite  with  Chrijl^  and  derive  holi* 
nefs  from  hlm^  whom  the  Father  has  conjiituted  the  head 
rf  fanSlifytnfr  influence^.  Union  ivith  Chrijl  is  the  only 
way  to  fanilification. 

For  proof  of  this  dodrine,  confider  the  following 
fcriptures,  Rom.  vii.  4.  John  xv.  5.  Gal.  ii«  20. 

In  handling  this  doctrine,  I  fhall, 
I.  Drop  a  word  concerning  holinefs  derived  from 
Chrift. 
li.  Shew  how  it  is  derived  from  him* 
III.  Laftly^  Apply. 

1.  As  to  holinefs,  it  is  that  difpoiition  of  heart 
and  courfe  of  life  which  is  conformable  to  God*s  holy- 
law^  and  pleafes  him.  In  this  life  it  is  imperfedl,  but 
in  the  life  to  come  it  will  be  perfeded.  I  ihali  only 
offer  thefe  few  things  concerning  it. 

!•  True  holinefs  is  univerfal  in  refpecl  of  the  com- 
mands of  God,  Pfal.  cxix.  6. — /  hai)e  reJpeSl  unto  all 
thy  commandments  ;  the  holy  man  making  confcience  of 
the  duties  of  both  tables  of  the  law,  his  duty  to  God, 
his  neighbour,  and  himfelf,  Tit.  ii.  12.  Whofo  divide 
thefe  declare  themfelves  to  be  unholy  perfons,  who 
cannot  fee  God.  A  profane  life  is  a  fure  evidence  of 
a  profane  heart,  Gal.  v.  19.  i^c. 

2.  True  holinefs  is  not  only  in  external  duties,  but 
ncceffarily  includes  internal  obedience  of  the  foul  to 
the  will  of  God,  Pfal.  xxiv.  3.  1  he  outward  works 
of  piety  and  charity  will  never  denominate  a  man  ho- 
ly, without  holy  thoughts,  afFeftions,  and  imagina- 
tions. The  heart  mull  be  a  temple  confecrated  to 
God,  wherein  love,  fear,  delight  in  God,  fubmiffion, 
patience,  and  all  other  parts  of  unfeen  religion,  are  ex- 
crcifed.  The  heart  of  the  holy  man  is  no  more  the  de- 
vil's common,  where  thoughts  go  free,  and  lufts 
range- at  their  eafe,  Pfal.  cxix.  \  1 3.  I  hate  vain  thoughts : 
hut  thy  law  do  I  love  :  but  it  is  God's  inclofure,  hedged 
about  as  a  garden  for  the  Lord.     And  though  not 
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without  weeds  of  orruptinn,  it  is  the  holy  mao'i 
confeint  woi^k  to  be  labouring  to  root  them  up. 

3.  In  true  hoiiiicfs  tliere  is  a  bent,  inclination,  and 
prtipenlity  of  hdit  to  the  afts  of  obedience  to  God. 
The  fpirit,  that  is,  the  new  nature,  lias  its  luftings, 
as  well  as  the  fleih,  Gal.  V.  17.  By  Adam's  fall  the 
hearts  of  men  got  2  wrong  fet,  a  bent  and  propeofity 
to  evil,  Rom.  viii.  7.  tlol".  xi.  7.  Now  in  fanftificatioil 
it  is  bended  the  other  way,  towards  God  and  godli*- 
uefs,  2  Their,  iii.  5.  that  as  the  needie  in  the  compafs 
touched  with  a  good  loadftone  turns  towards  the 
north,  fo  the  heart  touched  by  fanclifying  grace  in- 
clines Godward  and  ChrilUvard.  Whatever  actions 
are  done  without  this,  are  not  holy  aflinns,  nor  can 
they  pleafe  God ;  for  lie  ihit  fees  the  heart,  will  never 
be  pleafed  with  ihofe  duties  to  which  the  man's  heart 
does  not  kindly  incline  ;  for  in  effecl  it  is  but  forctdl 
obedience,    and  he  hatirs  robbery  for  burnt-offeriDg. 

4.  As  the  love  of  God  is  the  [p^eat  comprehenGvC 
duty  of  hotinel's,  love  is  the  fulliilmg  ot  the  law;  fo 
love  runs  through  all  the  duties  of  leligiun,  to  give 
them  the  tincture  of  holincfs,  Heb.  vi.  10.  And  with* 
out  this,  ihould  a  man  give  ali  his  goods  to  the  pooTi 
it  profiteth  nothing.  Where  felt-love  is  the  domi' 
necring  principle,  their  duties  are  in  God's  accouaC 
ferving  thcmteJves,  and  not  him.  Holy  duties  are 
the  obedience  of  a  child  wlio  loves  his  father,  and 
therefore  lerves  him  ;  not  the  obedience  of  a  fervant, 
who  loves  himfelC,  and  therefore  ferves  for  his  wages. 

5.  Tiue  hnlinefs  is  inilacnced  by  the  command  <rf 
God.  The  will  of  Grid  is  not  only  the  rule,  but  the  1 
,  leafonof  aholy  life,  John  v.  go.  Sanctificatitm  Hndi  '' 
over  the  foul  to  the  will  of  God,  that  it  may  follow  ' 
duty,  becaufe  it  is  his  will.  Thougii  a  man  receive  2 
fcriptiire-truth,  if  iie  receive  it  not  becaule  Gnd  has 
fdid  it,  but  upon  principles  of  reafon,  bis  rcceivingof 
it  is  not  faith,  for  that  is  an  alfent  upon  the  divine 
teflinionyir-    So  if  a  man  do  a  good  thing,  but  not 
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liecsufc  God  has  commanded  it,  the  a<^ion  is  no  holy 
adion,  Pfal.  cxix.  115. 

6-  True  hotioefs  has  for  its  chief  end  the  glory  of 
God,  I  Cor.  X.  gi.  He  that  is  the  firft  caule  of  aH 
goodnefs,  niuft  needs  be  the  hft  end  of  it.  And  God 
being  the  chief  good  loves,  himfelf  above  all,  and  acls 
fur  hiinfeif.  Hence  holy  perfons,  being  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature,  as  they  are  holy,  they  will  love 
God  above  all,  and  act  for  him  and  his  glory  ;  for  the 
divine  nature,  where  ever  it  is,  will  ftill  mpve  to  exalt 
God  above  all.  So  that  fanflification  makes  a  man's 
ftfbons  fiill  centre  in  God,  fo  far  as  it  does  prevaiU 
The  want  of  this  mars  a  man's  life  and  aftions,  fo 
far  as  they  are  not  holy,  but  felfifh,  Zech.  vii,  6. 

7*  Laftly^  True  holinefis  is  univerlaK  SanAifying 
grace  feeks  through  the  whole  man,  and  the  whole  of 
His  courfe, 

(l.)  Mortification  is  univerfal,  GaU  v.  24,  They 
that  are  Chrijl*s^  have  crucified  the  flejh^  ivith  the  af^ 
fe6lions  and  Itffis.  Ihe  law  of  God  is  a  chain  of 
many  links,  and  he  that  draws  one  to  him  draws  alU 
He  that  kills  a  ferpent  not  out  of  any  particular  quar- 
rel againft  it,  but  againil  the  whole  kind  of  them, 
will  let  himfelf  to  kill  all  of  them  that  he  difcovers 
and  can  reach :  fo  he  that  is  truly  fan^iBod,  is  fet  a- 
gainft  and  endeavours  to  mortify  and  kill  all  fin,  as 
l&n,  and  becaufe  ii  is  fin  ;  and  every  luft  and  corrup- 
'  tion,  even  the  moft  darling,  that  he  can  difcover  in 
himfelf,  he  will  bring  forth  to  execution,  and  put 
them  all  to  death.  It  is  no  true  mortification  where 
one  luft  is  fpared,  A  man  in  fome  ficknefs  may  lofe 
tJic  power  of  a  leg  or  an  arm :  but  had  it  been  death, 
lie  would  have  loft  the  power  of  all  together. 

(2,)  Vivification  is  univerfal,  2  Cor,  v,  17.  As 
when  the  bocly  of  Chrift  was  raifed,  there  v^'as  lite 
put  into  every  member ;  fo  when  the  foul  is  raifed  to 
live  the  hfe  of  holinefs,  the  image  of  God  i$  repaired 
in  all  its  parts,  and  the  foul  embraces  the  whole  yoke 
al  Ci^rift»  fo  fai'  as  it  knows  the  fame«    ibo  chiit  Uxics 
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rithout  werds  of  cof        .^/^ownduty.  "nicVo^  If-^ 
otifbint  work  to  '  ./^'i^th  God  and  with  tow,  T""* 

g.  In  tiiiff  holi  .,.'^5«i  a  rcnouncer  of  boii^. 

inipenlicy  of  h        .  -,  '>A'Jf  in  company  ;  for  thoughi 
riic  fpirit,  tlr     ,  ,  ^  '^^tiy  a  wooden  leg,  and  carve'A 
is  well  as  thf    ^; '."[^j^ufo  with  a  Hmb  of  his  body, 
learts  of  m     :.<;>-=^ 
:o  evil,  R£»     >'*''.  ^Jio«'  ^^^^  bolinefs  is  derived  from 
t  is  bend     ^  f^^'gto  t!ie  gracd  device  of  infinite  wife- 
.lefs,  a  "      ^^'^^nfliCyinf;  of  an  unholy  world.     Fof 
;ouche     '^'^ffiikh  cfinfidtr  thefe  few  things, 
Jorth    ^''^jLade  '^^  ^^^^  Adam  holy,  and  all  mankiiKi' 


piw       i--i,im,  Eccl.  vii.  s  9.    He  gave  him  a  holy  na* 

ITC      ^^Jjned  "''th  a  piopenfity  to  good,  love  to  tb^ 

At'      (ijfft  '^  ability  to  keep  all  the  commands.     Thoi 

a      i^'.  J  was  fet  up  in  Adam  ;  the  liock  was  put  S 

I       ^^4  for  ii'i"i^^f  aid  his  pofteiity,  which  wasti 

I      ^^vcycd  to  them  by  natural  generation  •  foriri 

t*,     can  be  given  why  we  fhould  not  have  derived 

J^r, nature  from  Adam  had  he  ftood,  feeing  wedc-. 

f  ,  J  corrupt  nature  from  him  havinir  fdllcn. 

"     j^daro  finning  loft  the  image  of  Gud,  that  hoBi 

^  in  which  he  was  created,  and  turned  altogethc 

wjrmpt  3nd  avcrfe  to  good.    For  by  his  fin  he  tunie 

j^from  God  as  his  chief  end,  and  fet  '.ip  himfcif  fo 

jjis  chief  end,  vhich  could  not  but  infer  a  total  apdl 

^jfy.     He  was  laid  under  the  cune  by  his  lin,  itA 

Cod  the  life  of  his  foul  depai  ted  from  him  ;  and  fo  irt 

was  left  dead  in  fin,  having  finned  away  his  life  11 

the  favour  of  God  and  holy  influences.     So  that  d 

mankind  is  naturally  dead  in  fin,  ieeing  corrupt  A' 

dam  could  convey  no  nature  to  us   but  a  corrupt 

ture.  Gen.  v.  3.  together  with  the  guilt  of  it,  and 

curfe  attending  it. 

3.  Man's  fanclification  by  himfcif  thus  being  fao|l| 
lefs,  for  his  raiure  being  corrupted  wholly,  he  con 
pever  lanftify  his  own  Jieart  or  hfe,  feeing  ng 
can  exceed  the  virtue  of  its  caufe  ;  it  pleafed  <~ 
eoufutute  a  Mcdiatorj  his  own  Sonj  to  b?  ttcj 
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ng  influences  to  all  that  fliould  partake  of 

And  again  he  fet  up  the  human  nature  holy, 

•  .iilefs,  and  undeSIed,  which  was  united  to  the  di- 

ine  nature  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son.    So  Chrift,  God- 

Qian,  was  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  and  re- 

:eived  a  holy  nature  to  be  conveyed  from  him  to  thofe 

hat  arc  his  by  fpiritual  generation,  Eph.  ii.  10.     And 

he  Mediator  being  God  as  well  as  man,  and  the  ful- 

efsof  the  Godhead  dwelling  in  him  bodily,  there  can 

ever  be  wanting  fanftifying  influences  in  him  who  is 

full. fountain. 

4*  Jefus  Chrifl:  took  on  him  the  guilt  of  all  the 
lect's  fins,  and  the  curfc  due  unto  them ;  and  thefc 
ins  of  theirs  did  hang  about  him  till  they  brought 
im  to  the  duft  of  death.  But  the  fufferings  of  Chriil 
cin-g  fatisfaiflory,  as  he  died  for  fin,  fo  he  died  to  fin, 
lOm.  vi,  10. ;  that  is,  he  was  abfolutely  freed  from 
hofe  fins  of  the  elect  wherewith  he  had  burdened 
imfelf.  This  he  did  and  fuffered  as  a  public  perfon ; 
nd  therefore  the  apoftle  tells  us,  Ptom.  vi.  6.  that  our 
^d  man  %$  crucified  loith  him^  that  the  body  of  fin  might 
f  defircyed,  that  henceforth  we  Jhould  not  ferve  fin.  Foi: 
xe  guilt  of  fin  and  the  curfc  being  taken  away,  fanc- 
ficarion  follows  of  conrfe  ;  that  being  removed  which* 
-as  the  flop  of  fanclifying  influences,  and  a  commu* 
ition  opened  betwixt  heaven  and  the  foul  again,  up- 
ci  its  reconciliation  with  God. 

5.  Though,  by  the  death  and  refurreclion  of  Chrift, 
le  fanctification  of  his  people  is  infallibly  infured,  as 
ic  corruption  of  all  mankind  was  by  the  fall  of  A- 
xtn  ;  yet  we  cannot  actually  partake  of  Chrift's  holi- 
efs  till  we  have  a  fpiritual  being  in  him,  even  as  we 
irtake  not  of  Adam^s  corruption  till  we  have  a  na- 
iral  being  from  him.  And  for  the  effecting  of  this 
nion  with  Chrift,  Chrift  in  the  time  of  loves  fends 
is  quickening  Spirit  into  the  foul,  whereby  he  ap- 
rehends  us  ;  and  thus  there  is  a  paflivc  reception  of 
"hrift.  And  the  foul  being  quickened  believes,  and 
i  a|)|)r(^hcnds  Chrift.    Xhu$  tiia.t  uuipn  with  Chrift  is 
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made  up,  by  the  Spirit  on  Chrill's  part,  and  faith  oo 
ours.  So  the  foul  being  united  to  him,  lives  by  the 
fame  Spirit  of  holinefs  which  Is  in  him,  and  takes  of 
his,  and  gives  to  his  members  for  their  fanctification. 
6.  Lajfly,  As  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  prime  receptacle  of 
the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  as  the  head  of  all  the  fiints ;  fn 
the  continual  fupplies  of  that  Spirit  are  to  be  derived 
from  him  for  the  faints  progrefs  in  holinefs,  till  ihey 
come  to  perfe<5iion.  And  faith  is  the  great  m^an  of  com- 
munication betwixt  Chrift  and  us.  Acts  xv.  9.  And 
this  it  does,  as  it  empties  the  foul  of  all  confidence  in 
itfelf  for  fanclification,  and  relies  upon  him  for  it  ac- 
cording to  his  word  :  putting  on  the  faints  to  ufe  the 
means  of  fa ndili cation  appointed  by  him,  yet  taking 
their  confidence  oft"  the  means,  and  fetting  it  on  him- 
felf,  Phil.  iii.  3,  And  for  the  ground  of  this  confi* 
dence  it  has  his  word,  fo  that  his  honour  and  faith- 
fulnefs  are  engaged  for  the  fupply  of  the  Spirit  i^, 
fanclification  this  way,  being  the  way  in  which  he  bai 
commanded  ns  to  Icmk  for  it- 
Use  I.  of  information.     'I'his  lets  us  fee, 

1.  The  abfolute  nccefticy  of  holinef..  When  fiod, 
in  the  depth  of  infinite  wjldom,  laid  liis  mcafures  toj 
the  falvation  of  iinners,  he  had  tlieir  fanclification  in 
his  eye,  to  bring  it  about  by  the  death  of  his  own 
Son.  A  certain  evidence  that  there  is  no  falvatioi) 
without  it.  Nay,  it  is  a  principal  part  of  our  fdvatioBi 
Matth.  i.  2  I.  I  here  is  more  evil  in  lin  than  fiifl'Lriag, 
more  in  man's  fin  than  the  wrath  of  God.  Niy  fup* 
pofe  a  man  faved  from  wrath,  but  not  from  fin,  hct» 
9  miferable  min,  becaufe  of  his  unlikencts  to  Godj 
for  as  happinefs  lies  in  afiirailation  tn  God,  it  niuft 
needs  be  a  miferable  calc  to  be  fo  unlike  him  as  fia 
pjakes  us. 

2.  In  vain  do  men  attempt  fan  fti  Scat  ion  without  I 
coming  to  Chrift  for  it.     Thofe  that  knew  not  Chriit   . 
miglic  attain  to  a  fliadow  of  holinefs,  but  could  ne%'cr 
he  truly  fanclified.     And   thofe   that   hear  the  gofpcl, 
blit  negled  the  great  dutj-  of  bcligving  a^d  ucituaj 


the  only  Way  to  SanSiiJication.  319 

trith  Chrift,  can  do  no  duty  aright,  but  their  obedi- 
ence at  beft  is  but  a  hypocritical  obedience,  lit.  i. 
15.  16. 

3.  UnhoUnefs  ought  not  to  ftop  a  (inner  from  co- 
ming to  Chrift,  more  than  a  difcafe  ought  to  hinder 
a  man  to  take  the  phyfician's  help,  or  cold  from  taking 
the  benefit  of  the  fire.  And  they  that  will  have  men 
to  attain  to  holinefs  before  they  may  believe,  are  as  ab- 
furd  as  one  who  would  have  the  cripple  walk  before  he 
Bie  the  cure  for  his  lamenefs. 

4.  True  faith  is  the  fours  coming  to  Chrift  for 
fan£Hfication  as  well  as  jiiftification.  For  faith  muft 
rficceive  Chrift  as  God  offers  him,  and  he  offers  him 

'  with  all  his  faivation.  Now  he  is  made  fandification. 
Wherefore  the  foul  being  willing  to  take  Chrift  with 
all  his  falvation,  to  be  fanclified,  comes  to  him  for  it. 

Use  II.  of  exhortation.  Come  then  to  Chrift  for 
fkndtification.  To^prefs  this,  I  offer  the  following 
motives. 

Moi.  I.  If  ye  be  not  holy,  ye  will  never  fee  heaven. 
Heaven's  door  is  bolted  on  the  unholy,  Heb.  xii.  14. 
There  is  another  place  provided  for  the  unholy  im- 
pure goats. 

Mot.  2.  Ye  will  never  attain  holinefs,  if  ye  come 
not  to  Chrift  for  it.  How  can  ye  think  to  thrive  fol- 
lowing another  device  than  God's  for  your  end  I  Ye 
may  do  what  ye  can  to  reform,  ye  may  bind  your- 
felves  with  vows  to  be  holy,  watch  againft  fin,  and 
prefs  your  hearts  with  the  moft  affecting  confidera- 
tions  of  heaven,  hell,  &c.  but  ye  fliall  as  faon  bring 
water  out  of  the  flinty  rock  as  holinefs  out  of  all  thefe, 
till  ye  believe  and  unite  with  Chrift.     Confider, 

1.  While  ye  are  out  of  Chrift,  ye  are  under  the 
curie ;  and  is  it  pofliole  for  the  curfed  tree  to  bring 
for  the  fruit  of  holin^'ls  ? 

2.  Can  ye  be  holy  without  fanclifying  influences, 
or  can  ye  expecl  that  thcie  fliall  be  conveyed  to  you 
othcrwjfe  tiian  through  a  Mediator  by  his  Spirit  ? 

3.  Ye  have  nothing  wherewith  to  produce  ho- 
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linefs.  The  moft  (kilful  muGciao  canaot  play  «nldi 
his  inftmmcnt  be  in  tune,  Tlie  lame  mao,  if  he  wffe 
ever  (o  willing,  cannnt  run  till  he  be  cured.  Ye  are 
under  an  utter  impotency,  by  reafoa  of  the  corrnp- 
tion  of  your  nature. 

Lajily,  If  ye  will  come  to  Chrift,  ye  fliall  be  xrait 
holy.  There  15  a  fuloefs  of  merit  and  Spirit  in  him 
for  faniflification.  Come  then  to  the  fountain  of  holi- 
nefs.  The  worft  of  finners  may  be  fanciified  this  way, 
I  Cor.  vi.  II. 

Wherefore  be  perfuaded  of  your  utter  Inability  to 
fanftify  yourfeives,  and  receive  Chrift  for  fanclitici- 
tion,  as  he  is  offered  to  you  ;  and  thus  alone  Ihall  you 
attain  to  holinefs  both  in  heart  and  life. 

Of  the  Benefits  flowing  from  Juflification,  Ad- 
option, and  Sandtification. 

Romans  v,  i.  2. 

Therefore  be'in^  jujlifted  by  faith,  tee   bare  peace  wilb 

God,  Ihroiiizh  our  Lsrd  Jefui  Chrijl.     By  luhom  alfo  v)t 

have  accefi  by  faith  into  this  grace  •■^■herein  lue  jlttJldt 

and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  Gad.  1 

TH  E  11  E  are  tiiree  forts  of  benefits  belongingtQ 
the  juflified,  adopted,  and  fjnclitied.  (i.}Some 
in  this  life  tliey  partake  of.  (2.)  Some  at  deitli. 
(;^.)  Some  it  the  refurredion.  As  for  thofe  in  tins 
hfe,  we  are  told  what  they  are  in  that  queflioHi' 
"  What  are  the  benefits  wliich  in  this  life  do  accora^ 
"  piny  or  flow  from  juflification,  adoption,  and  fandr- 
*'  fication  ?  Anf.  AfFurance  of  God's  love,  peace  (^ 
"  confcience,  joy  in  the-  Knly  Ghoit,  increafe  « 
"  grace,  and  perfeverance  therein  to  the  end."  Ilul^ 
are  divided  into  two  forts,  (i.)  Some  that  flowff 
thefenfeof  our  jii!li[ic;uion,  &c.  (2.)  Some  from 
being  of  it.    Of  the  former  the  Catechiihi  takes  n( 
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Cff  ^litee,  liiz.  affurance,  peace,  joy.  All  which  arc 
held  out  in  the  text  as  benefits  coining  through  jaUi- 
Scation.    Here  dbferve, 

1.  Juftification  a&  a  fpring  of  cither  benefits.  It  is 
\  leading  mercy,  it  brings  many  others  along  with  it. 
ta  it  guilt  is  renioved ;  and  that  being  reirioved,  a 
dream  of  mercies  flows  from  heaven  into  the  foul. 

2.  The  benefits  flowing  from  it. 

(i.)  Peace  \14ith  God,  or  towards  God:  i.  e*  not 
3nly  reconciliation  with  God,  the  caufe  of  th^^  quarrel 
toeing  taken  away;  but  peace  of  confcience,  peace 
veithiri  when  we, look  towards  God,  arifing  from  the 
Teafe  of  our  juftification  and  recpnciliation.  But 
ill  thi*.  is  owing  to  Ghrift,  who  brought  us  into  the 
ftate  of  reconciliation,  called  this  grace  wherein  wejland: 

(i.)  Aflurance  of  eternal  happinefe;  Rejoice  in  hope 
>ff  the  glory  of  Godj  i.  e*  in  the  glory  of  God  we  hope 
for.  They  are  fo  fure  of  that  happihcfs,  that  they 
rejoice  in  the  view  of  it,  as  if  they  were  actually  car- 
ried into  it.'     And  ajfurance  of  GocTs  Idve^  ver,  5. 

(3.)  Spiritual  joy  :  We  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God  ;  that  isj  We  glory  or  joy  in  the  Lordy  upon  thiS 
hope. 

The  t^J^t  evideiltly  affords  this  doctrine,  'viz. 

D  OCT-  Affurance y  ffiritual  peace ^  dnd  joy^  are  bene^ 
fits  /lowing  from  a  flat e  of  juflijicatiom 

1.     Of  Aflurance; 

T  H  fpeaking  to  the  firft,*  namely,  afluraiice,  I  \<^ill 
-"-     fhew^ 

I.  The  kind?  of  it; 

II.  That  a  child  of  God  rfiay  have  this  aflurance. 

III.  The  nature  oi  it,  and  how  a  faint  comes  to  be 
afiured^ 

IV.  The  fruits  of  it^  whereby  it  may  be  difcerncd 
from  prefumption. 

Vrf  The  neceflity  of  it. 
Vol.11.  S  f . 
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VI.  Deduce  an  inference  or  two. 

1.  I  am  to  fliew  the  kinds  of  alluiance.     They  are 
twt'i 

I.  ObjcL^ivc  afliirance,  whereby  the  fpeciallovcof 
Gud  to  a  Clint,  and  his  eternal  falvatiooj  are  -fiire  in 
themfdves,  2  Tim.  ii.  19,  The  foundation  of  Gad flan^ 
eih  fure,  having  this  feat.  The  Ijird  i/ioiveib  them  ibai  ' 
are -his.  This  is  nevrr  wanting,  whether  the  chilJ  ; 
of  God  know  it  or  not.  Tiiou^'h  they  rafe  foundi- 
tioiis  of  hope  at  fomc  titties,  ycc  God  never  rafcs  his.  , 

a.  Sabjeftive  aiTiirancc,  whereby  a  child  of  God  is 
afi'uted  that  God  loves  him  with  a  fpecia!  love,  and  j 
that  he  fhall  certainly  p.irtakc  of  eternal  glory,  fial.  I 
ii.  20.  W/jo  loveJ  me,  and j^ave  bimfilf  for  inc,    fays  Fjul. 
ThI.'s  is  not  a  waveriti^  liope,  or  coiijcclurc,  but  atl  1 
int'allibtc  certainty.     This  is  the  affurance  we  treat  of. 

IL  I  flidli  fhcw  that  a  child  of  God  inay  have  thii  J 
afl'uraiwre.  1 

!.■  A  believer  may  know  that  he  has  relative  grace,  I 
that  he  is  jutiified,  and  tlicreforc  ilul!  never  coniein- 
to  condemiiation,  liom.  v.  i.  ^c.  Though  be  caw 
not  afcend  to  heaven,  and  at  firft  band  read  his  namtf 
in  ibe  book  of  God's  decrees  ;  yet  by  comparing  the 
book  of  God,  and  the  book  of  liis  own  foul,  he  nw 
know  that  he  is  called  and  eleflcd,  2  Pet,  i.  10.  aiw 
therefore  iliill  certainly  be  faved. 

i.  He  may  be  nirared  that  he  has  inlierent  gractt 
that  he  believes  as  fure  as  he  breathes,  2  Tim.  i.  12.} 
that  he  has  love  to  the  Lord  unfeigned,  and  can  if 
peal  to  Omnilcieiice  on  the  head,  John  xxi.  15, ) 
Peter  did,  when  he  faid.  Thou  luho  km-wefl  all  thtsi 
kno'.vejl  tbiit  I  luve  thee.  And  believing  that  fuch  Si 
loved  of  God,  and  fh^ll  certainly  perfevcre,  for  wtm 
lie  has  the  tciliinony  of  the  word,  he  may  be  ifiuMn 
that  he  is  the  happy  man.  \ 

3.  li  is  the  ollice  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  afl'urclw- 
licvers  of  this.  lie  has  given  us  the  word  tor  this 
end  :  He  is  given  to  lead  his  people  into  all  \xm 
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dculaiiy  to  difcovcr  the  grace  of  God  to  them,  and 
in  them,  i  Cor.  ii.  12.  to  witnefs  >^itb  their  fpirits  to 
their  adoption,  Rom.  viii.  16.  to  be  a  feal,  which  is 
properly  to  enfure  an  evidence,  Eph.  iv.  30.  and  an 
earned,  a  part  of  the  price  and  pledge  of  the  whole, 
2  Cor.  V.  5. 

Lafily^  Many  of  the  faints  have  attained  it ;  as  Job» 
;^hap.  xix.  25.  For  I  know  that  my  Redeems  liveth,  and 
^bat  he  Jhall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth. 
Pfal*  xxiii.  ult.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  f mil  follow  me 
ill  the  days  of  my  life:  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  th^ 
iMrdfor  ever^  2  Tim.  iv,  8.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
^or  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs^  which  the  Lord  the  righ* 
'eous  judge  fhall  give  me  at  that  day  :  and  not  to  me  only^ 
'/Ul  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing.  And  o- 
:hcrs  too  ttiides  licripture-iaints. 

IJI.  I  fliall  fliew  the  nature  of  this  affurancc,  and 
ticw  a  faint  comes  to  be  aflured.  By  what  is  (aid  ye 
:nay  perceive  that  this  is  a  work  of  the  Spirit,  in 
:he  hearts  of  the  faints,  without  whofe  efficacy  no 
nan  can  attain  it.  We  may  take  it  up  in  thefe  three 
:hings, 

1.  The  Spirit  fliining  on  his  own  word,  particularly 
Lhc  promifes,  in  the  Bible,  the  child  of  God  firmly 
relieves  them,  ^eb.  vi.  11.  12.  The  Lord  has  teRiti- 
srd  in  his  word,  that  fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  for  in- 
"tance,  that  love  him,  Prov.  viii.  17.  are  univerfal  in 
Dbedience,  are  poor  in  fpirit,  Matth.  y.  3.  are  beloved 
3f  him,  and  fliall  certainly  be  faved.  I'he  Spirit  fays 
n  effect,  by  the  light  he  givps  the  belieyer  into  the 
Jivine  authority  of  that  word.  This  is  xuy  word. 
And  as  liich  the  child  of  God  is  firmly  perfuaded  of 
the  certainty  of  it,  as  if  a  yoicc  from  the  throne  of 
Ziod  would  make  thefe  promifes  and  declarations- 
JTiis  13  the  ground- work  of  afl'urance. 

2.  The  Spirit  fhining  on  his  own  work  of  grace  in 
:lie  believer's  heart,  the  believer  difcerns  it,  i  Cor.  ii, 
12.      The  Spiiit  of  God  clears  up  to  the  map  the  tiuli\ 
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jl  fliipei 
.over  it. 
fimes  gives* 


.•^ 


/» 


e  beiitvn'' 
,  and  Salici  ca''^'itnt*2 
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VI.  Deduce  an  inference  or  twa. 

I.  I  am  to  Iliew  the  kinds  of  affi<^  w  ^ 
two.  >  .';'^ 

I.  Objective  afTurince,  wherp' 
GiU  t"  a  f.iint,  and  his  eterna'  ■ 
tliemfelves,  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  T/j  '    ' 
etb  /lire,  having  this  /gal,  7 
are  his.     Tliia  is  nevrr  v 
iif  (lod  know  It  or  not,  *' 
lions  of  hope  at  fomc  ♦'' 

a.  Subjective  alHlM 

lh.,t  he  lh.U  cor^/'      .crefore  the  Spirit   ^ytl 
ii.  20.  Wholi^td^-'     -5  conclufion.  wher^ 
This  is  not  a  •'  ■   *"a'i°"  "f  ^'• 

infiilliWc  ccrta-  ,     r    ■      ?    i_-      n-        .*i^  ' 

jjhcw  the  fruit  of  this  afluran*^ 
JI;  I  flwU  ^(jiJccrned  from  prefumption. 
affuraiKer  j^g^es  the  foul  wilU  love  to  the  I 

I.-  A  i'/ffbes;ets  anochtr,  fo  the  afTurnnce     ^e  to 
that  he  '  >J  „,i1i  aJd   uew  vigour  to  our  lo^-O::!  in 
to  cor^^^  j^^f^n  iv.  ,9.  Luke  vii.  47.     He  fi  *^  art,* 
lint  It  ^jjjnfiiine,  that  cannot  fail  to  melt  theh^^ 
'"  '    ^r.^^''  evidence  of  the  Lord's  love.  jnA 

'''^'  /*  It  is  hqmblii^,  Gal.  ii.  ao.  UoTic{o\\\^^j,ji^ 
^  -#o'  ^^"^^  ^^  thofe  who  are  lifted  up  in  the  n'^'^Jg  ji 
"  JJbs  of  the  Lord's^  love  to  them,  Gen.  K^  rJ^ 
"'^m.  vii.  18.  2  CoV.  xii.  ^.  &  1 1.  compared- 

1  pv.fTs  lip,   but  true  aflbrance  humbles.  ,,m 

■  3.  Jt  makes   one   tender  in   heart  and  life,  iX^.,m 
^oft  powerfnl  mofive  to  fancliE cation,  2  Cor.  ^ 

"i  fullo«Td  with  great  care  to  pleafe  God  l^^ 
things,  and  watchfiimefs  againft  every  fin.  ^*f 
the  cnipty  traveller  walks  at  random,  fearing  noiW 
becaufe  he  has  nothing;  lo  lofe  ;  he  that  has  preciw 
things  about  him,  looks  well  to  himfelf,  Cant,  in- 1^ 
One  may  be  perfuaded,  that  the  confidence  whiu 
makes  not  one  tender  in  his  duty  t<j  God  aud  W&A 
13  prefumption. 


^ 
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ient  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord, 

■■■•ith  is  the  provifor  of  all  other  gra- 

'  into  the  lamp  ;  and  the  more  evi- 

■  its  office  the  better     A  doubt- 

•c;gering  and  weak  Chriftian; 

■  -  hopes  of  the  viftory  will 

'z  he  that  is  affured  is 

V  .lun  with  contempt    of  the 

iF  ye  gaze  on   the  fliining  fun, 

-  will  fcarceiy  difcern  the  beauty  of 

a  one's  folacing  hinifclt  in  contempla- 

as  his,  will  fink  the  value  of  the  world 


ew  the  neceflity  of  affurance. 
.  neccffary  to  the  being  of  a  Chriftian. 
true  faith,  and  yet  want  full  affurance, 
may  go  to  heaven  in  a  mill,  not  know- 
e  is  going.  We  read  nf  fome,  Heb.  ii. 
b  fear  of  death  are  all  their  Hfe-t'mefub' 
Our  falvation  depends  on  our  (late, 
edge  of  it. 

cffary  to  the  well-being  of  a  Chriftian, 
we  are  commanded  to  feek  it,  2  Pet  i. 
'^ence  to  viake  your  calling  and  ele^ion  furcy 
e  who  can  live  fo  comtortahly/or  thein- 
iffured  Chriftiin,  and  none  are  fo  ufeful 
:y.  It  fits  a  man  either  to  live  or  die  ; 
reunfit  to  live,  becauie  of  theweakneis 
throng  of  trials  and  temptatiqns,  and 
r  waut  of  evidence  of  grace, 
iillows,  that  affurance  may'beioft;  and 
[letimes  have  this  tight,  may  fall  intQ 
id  it  is  carelcfs  walking  that  puts  itout, 
ng  over  the  belly  of  light,  whereby  the 
Eo,  and  withdraws  his  light,  Eph.  iv.  19, 
:  be  loft  t!i;tt  way,  and  diirknefs  come 
adily  be  dreadful  dar)fnc(s;  the  higher 
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of  grace  in  him ;  lets  him  fee  that  he,  for  iDflance, 
loves  God,  'is'c.  and  fn  l^ys  in  eff'eifl,  This  if.  ray  work. 
Hence  he  is  !;Q:if>'ed  to  conclude  aflbredlj-.  Chat  the 
Lord  loves  him,  he  Ihalt  not  be  athamed,  a»d  that  lbs 
kingdom  of  God  is  his.  This  aiTunince  is  flrni:c;?' or 
weaker  according  10  the  degree  of  light  that  lliincs 
Upon  ihc  work  of  grace  in  the  heart  to  difcovcr  it. 

3.  Laflly,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fometimes  gives  1 
joint  teliimniiy  with  the  fpirits  of  the  flints,  to  the 
truth  of  thar  conclufiori,  Uom.  viii.  16.  that  liiey  are 
the  ciiildren  of  God.  The  tellimnny  of  the  believer's 
own  fpirit  is  weak  in  itftif,  and  Satan  can  find  many 
wjys  to  ini'alidace  it ;  therefore  the  Spirit  witni^lTes  to 
them  the  (ruth  of  tlie  coiiclufion,  whereby  they  are 
raifed  to  a  full  perfuafion  of  ik. 

IV,  1  ^all  fliew  the  fruit  of  this  affurance,  wbcKr 
by  it  may  he  dilccrned  from  prefumption. 

1.  It  inflames  the  foul  with  love  to  the  Lord.    Ai 

on:  fi.imc  begets  ar.othcr,  fo  the  afiurance  of  God's 
love  to  us  will  add  new  vigour  to  our  Jove  to  the 
Lord,  I  John  iv.  19.  Luke  vii.  /jy.  He  Jits  in  the 
warm  funfliine,  that  cannot  fail  to  melt  the  heart, 
iits  under  evidence  of  the  Lord's  love, 

2.  It  is  humbliir^,  Gal,  ii,  20.  None  fo  vile  in  their 
pwn  eyes  as  thofe  who  are  lifted  up  in  the  manifdb- 
tions  of  t)ie  Lord's  love  to  them,  Gen.  xviii.  1% 
2  Sam.  vii.  18,  2  Cor.  xii,  ^.  &  1 1.  compared.  Detfr 
fion  pr.fis  up,  hut  true  all'iirance  humbles. 

3.  It  makes  one  tender  in  heart  and  life,  and  iil 
moft  powerful  motive  to  fandification,  2  Cor.  vii.  i. 
It  is  followed  witli  great  care  to  pleafe  God  in  ^ 
things,  and  watchfalneis  againft  every  fin.  "While 
the  empty  traveller  walks  at  random,  bearing  notbinj 
bccaufe  he  has  nothing  to  lofe;  he  that  has  precioifl 
things  about  him,  looks  well  to  himielf,  Cant.  iii.  J 
One  may  be  perfuaded,  that  the  confidence  which 
makes  not  one  tender  in  his  duty  to  God  and  man. 
f3  prefumption. 
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-if.  Eftabliihment  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord, 
9l  Pet.  i.  10.  Faith  is  the  provifor  of  all  other  gra- 
ces, it  brings  in  oil  into  the  lamp  ;  and  the  more  evi- 
dence it  has,  it  can  do  its  office  the  better  A  doubt- 
ing Chriftian  will  be  a  ftaggering  and  weak  Chriftian; 
as  the  foldier  who  has  little  hopes  of  the  viftory  will 
readily  be  faint-hearted,  while  he  that  is  afiured  is 
flrengthencd  and  eftabliChed. 

5.  Laftly^  It  fills  a  man  with  contempt  of  the 
world.  Gal.  vi.  14.  If  ye  gaze  on  the  fhining  fun, 
for  a  while  after  ye  will  fcarcely  difcern  the  beauty  of 
the  earth.  And  one's  folacing  himfclt  in  contempla* 
t\on  of  heaven  as  his,  will  link  the  value  of  the  world 
w^ith  him. 

V.  I  (hall  fliew  the  neceflity  of  aflurance. 

1.  It  is  not  necefTary  to  the  being  of  a  Chriftian. 
One  may  have  true  faith,  and  yet  want  full  aflurance, 
][f.  1.  JO.  One  may  go  to  heaven  in  a  mill,  not  know- 
ing whither  he  is  going.  We  read  of  fome,  Heb.  ii. 
15.  who  through  fear  of  death  are  all  their  life- time  fub^ 

jed  to  bondage.     Our  falvation  depends  on  our  ilate, 
not  our  knowledge  of  it. 

2.  It  is  neccfl'ary  to  the  well-being  of  a  Chriftian, 
and  therefore  we  are  commanded  tp  feek  it,  2  Pet  i. 
I  o.  Give  diligence  to  viake  your  calling  and  eleclion  furc^ 
There  are  none  who  can  live  fo  comfortably  for  them- 
felves,  as  the  affured  Chriilian,  and  none  are  fo  ufeful 
for  God  as  they.  It  fits  a  inan  either  to  live  or  die ; 
-while  others  are  unfit  to  live,  becaufe  of  the  weaknefs 
of  grace  in  a  throng  of  trials  and  temptations,  and 
unfit  to  die  for  want  of  evidence  of  grace. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  aflurance  niay  be  loft ;  and 
they  that  fometjmes  have  this  light,  may  fall  into 
darknefs.  And  it  is  carelefs  walking  that  puts  it  out^ 
cfpccially  finning  over  the  belly  of  light,  whereby  the 
Spirit  is  grieved,  and  withdraws  his  light,  Eph.  iv.  29. 
3«.  But  if  it  be  loft  that  way,  and  darknefs  con)e 
pn,  if  will  readilv  be  dreadful  dai  Hncfs  j  the  highcf 
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they  have  been  lifted  up,  the  lower  readily  they  are 
laid,  Pfal.  li.  8. 

Inf.  I.  Unjuftified  and  unfanftified  pcrfons  can  have 
no  true  afTurance  of  the  Lord's  love  to  them.  They 
may  have  a  falle  confidence,  a  delufive  hope  of  hei- 
yenj  butnoaJTiirance,  forthatispeciiliartothejuftified. 

a.  Doubts  and  fears  are  no  friends  to  hoiiiiei's  of 
heart  and  life.     It  is  Utile  faith  that  breeds  them  in 
the   hearts   of    the  people  of  God,  M,itth.  xiv.  31.    1 
And  little  faith  will  always  make  little  holinefs.  j 

3.  L/iJtly,  Chriftians  msy  thank  theinfelves  fur  the  ] 
uncomfortable  lives  they  lead.  What  fovereignty  piay  j 
do,  we  know  not :  but  fureiy  it  is  floth  and  unbelief  . 
that  the  want  of  aJTurance  is  ordinarily  owing  Ic. 
Stir  up  yourfelvcH  then  to  feck  ic.  Be  frequent  in 
felf-examination,  cry  to  the  Lord  for  the  witnela  of  , 
his  Spirit.  Believe  the  word,  and  be  habitually  tea-  ' 
dcr  in  your  walk,  if  ever  ye  would  have  affur^ 
Pfal.  V.  ulf,  


II.     Of  Peace  of  Ccnfcience. 

pEACE  of  Confciaue  is  a  Icncfit  fciv'wg  fromji^ 
feat  mi. 

Here  I  flial!  Ihcw, 

I.  What  peace  of  confcience  i--.  "* 

If.  The  excellency  of  it.  ' 

III.  How  it  is  obtained. 

IV.  How  it  13  maintained. 

V.  How  it  is  diftinguiflied  from  falfe  peace. 

VI.  Laflly,  Deduce  an  inference  or  two. 

1.  I  am  to  fhew  what  peace  of  confcience  is.     It  i 
blefTcd  inward  calmnefs  ajid  confolation  arlJing  fraiSiH 
the  purging  of  the   cpnfcience  from  guilt  before  the 
Lord.     In  which  defcription  nhfcrve  thefc  twoihing". 

I.  The  fuhjccl:  of  this  peace.  It  is  a  purged  conici- 
fpce,  Heb.  ix.  14,  Peace  and  purity  go  logtibcr,  and 
inake  a  good  confciencrj  1  Tim.  i.   5,      That  peas* 
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i 

which  IS  joined  with  impurity^,  in  an  unpurged  con- 
fcience,  is  but  carnal  fecurity,  peace  in  a  dream, 
which  will  end  in  a  fearful  furprife.  Now  there  are 
two  things  neceflary  to  the  purging  of  confcience. 

(i.)  Removal  of  guilt,  in  pardon  thereof,  which 
brings  the  finncr  into  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God,  Pfal. 
xxxii.  I.  Guilt  felt  or  unfelt,  is  a  band  on  the  foul 
binding  it  over  to  God's  wrath ;  it  is  a  difeafe  in  the 
confcience,  which  will  make  it  a  lick  confcience  at 
length.  But  a  pardon  takes  away  guilt,  }oofes  the 
band,  removes  the  deadly  force  of  the  difeafe,  and 
lays  a  foundation  for  carrying  off  the  iicknefs.  If. 
zxxiii^  ult. 

(2.)  Removal  of  the  confcience  of  guilt^  in  the  fenfe 
of  pardon,  Heb.  x.  2.  Though  a  malefactor's  par- 
don be  paiTed  the  feals,  and  he  is  fecured  from  death, 
yet  till  he  know  it,  he  cannot  have  peace-  So  the 
pardoned  finner,  who  knows  not  his  mercy,  though 
he  has  peace  with  God,  yet  wants  peace  of  confcience, 
Pfal.  li.  8.  So  the  confcience  is  purged,  when  the 
fling  of  fek  guilt  is  drawn  out  of  it. 

2.  The  parts  of  this  peace.     Thefe  are  two. 

(i.)  An  inward  calm  of  the  foul,  and  quietnefs  of 
the  mind,  wherein  it  is  not  difturbed  with  the  fears  of 
God's  wrath,  nor  frighted  with  the  judgements  which 
its  fins  do  in  themlelves  delerve,  Prov.  i.  33.  A 
troubled  confcience  is  full  of  fears,  of  terrible  fore- 
bodings, and  fo  torments,  i  John  iv.  18.  When 
peace  enters  the  confcience,  the  mill  clears  up,  the 
fears  are  fcattered,  and  the  confcience  has  a  ferenity 
and  quiet  within  itfelh 

(2.)  Confolation  and  comfort  of  heart,  2  Cor.  i.  12. 
If.  Jvii.  19.  Peace  of  confcience  is  not  a  mere  negative, 
or  indifturbance,  which  lloth  and  negligence  of  foul- 
niatters  miiy  procure  to  the  unpardoned  :  but  it  is  an 
active  chearfulnefs  of  fpirit,  in  the  foul's  looking  up 
towards  God,  and  xeflecling  how  matters  Hand  bc- 
tixt  heaven  and  it.  Col.  iii.  15. 

Conceive  the  whole  thus.    Sin  entering  into  the 


1.  It  is  the  wine-prefs  of  the  grapes  of  heaven,  I 
fqueezeth  out  into  the  man's  mouth  the  fap  of  thecc 
nant,  Pfal.  cxix.  102. 103.  It  was  a  fad  tale  of  thcg 
Afaph*s,  Ffal.  Ixxvii.  g.  I  remembered  Gody  and  was i 
bled :  I  complained^  and  my  fpirit  was  overwbeh 
Peace  of  confcicnce  makes  a  man  remember  Gpd, 
be  comforted ;  to  fuck  the  fap  of  promifes,  and 
the  declarations  of  God's  love  and  favour  iu  his  w 
as  the  {lime  Afaph  did,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  24.  25.  26. 

2.  It  is  fap  and  foifon  to  all  earthly  comforts,  Fi 
XV.  15.  A  fick.man  can  take  no  pleafure  in  the  o 
forts  of  life,  as  a  healthy  man  docs.  An  uneafy  ( 
fciencc  fucks  the  fap  out  of.  all.  But  peace  tl 
makes  coarfe  fare,  and  little  of  it,  very  fweet,  Pj 
xvii.  1.  And  whatever  a  man  has,  it  puts  an  » 
tional  fweetnefs  in  it. 

3.  It  is  fweet  fauce  to  all  afHiclions,  3  Cor.  i^ 
John  XV  i.  33.  When  there  is  no  peace  within,  li 
thing  makes  people  fretful  ;  even  a  fcratch  of  a  pi 
a  wound  with  a  fword.  But  this  makes  a  man,  < 
in  the  middle  of  the  little  annoyances  of  the  wo 
thouirh  thev  be  ereat  in  themfelves.  Col.  iii.  ic.  P 


bf  Peace  of  Confciencei  329 

tt.  t  dtii  to  fhew  how  this  peace  of  confcience  ii 
ained*  This  peacd  is  peculiar  to  the  faints.  Otiiers 
^  have  falfe  peace,  Luke  xi.  2 1.  but  only  they  have 
can  have  true  peace,  Rom.  v.  i. 
L.  It  is  obtained  for  them  by  Jefus  Chrifl:  dying  and 
fering  to  procure  it,  If.  liii.  5.  Eph.  ii.  14.  rhere 
.  be  none  of  this  peace  without  reconciliation  with 
d,  and  there  could  be  no  reconcliation  without  his 
pd.  The  convinced  iinners  could  have  had  no 
re  inward  peace  than  devils  have,  if  Chrift  had  not 
i  to  procure  it ;  but  their  wound  had  been  incu- 
Ic,  ftood  open  and  gaping  for  ever. 
t.  It  is  obtained  by  them,  by  thefe  two  methods. 
I.)  By  a  believing  application  of  the  blood  of 
rifi:,  Rom.  xv.  13.  Job  xxxiii.  f  3.  &c*  This  is  the 
y  medicine  that  can  draw  the  thorn  of  giiilt  out 
the  confcience,  and  heal  its  wounds,  i  John  i.  7. 
dicines  prepared  by  men,  may  cure  bodily  diftcin- 
s,  and  a  vitiated  fancy,  or  difordered  imagination^ 
ong  other  things.  Confeffing,  mourning,  reforiu- 
',  watching,  &c.  may  give  a  palliative  cure  even 
the  confcience,  fcurfing  over  its  fores.  But  no- 
ng  but  a  believing  application  of  Chrift's  blood 
1  give  true  peace  of  confcience ;  and  do  what  yd 
1,  if  ye  do  not  that,  ye  will  never  get  true  peace, 
vii.  9. 

2.)  By  God's  fpeaking  peace  thereupon  to  the 
il.  If.  Ivii.  19.  The  foul  refting  on  Chrift  by  faith^ 
ngs  it  into  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God;  but  for 
ice  of  confcience,  more  is  required,  namely,  a  fenfe 
that  peace.  And  this  none  but  God  can  give,  Pfal. 
8.  He  fpeaks  peace  in  the  word  ;  but  a  work  of 
Spirit  on  the  confcience  is  neceflary  to  make  the 
Plication,  as  appears  from  2  Sam^  xii.  1 3.  compared 
:h  Pfal.  li.  And  this  is  a  light  ftruck  up  in  the 
tl,  difcovering  the  foul  to  be  at  peace  with  God, 
overpowering  light  that  iilences  doubts  and  fears, 
1.  creates  a  blcfled  calm.  This  alfo  is  obtained  iii 
:  way  of  believing,  in  the  reflex  acl  of  faich. 
Vol.  U-  T  t 
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IV.  I  (hiU  fhswhow  this  p-icc  is  tiuincainci.  The 
apiiftle  tells  us  it  was  his  cxcrcife  to  nnintain  it,  Acts 
xsiv.  16.  AnJ  if  wc  be  not  exercJfcd  iu  it,  it  wilt 
loon  b;  loft.     Now,  it  is  maintained  by, 

1.  Keeping  up  a  (irai  and  fettled  purpofe  of  heart 
to  follow  the  wiy  of  duty,  and  to  (land  aloof  from 
fin,  coft  what  it  will,  A^ls  xi.  a  7,  Djvid  kept  up  his 
peace  that  w:iy,  Pl'il.  xvii.  3.  Tliis  is  the  broafl-platc 
of  rif^hteoufnefs,  Eph.  vi.  14.  the  which  if  it  fail  by, 
one  n>ay  quickly  be  wounded  to  the  Iieirt.  Unfettleii- 
nefs  of  heart,  one's  being  at  every  turn  unrefulved 
what  to  do,  cannot  mifs  to  leave  him  in  the  mire. 

2.  Living  a  life  of  dependence  on  the  Lord,  for 
light  and  life,  direction  and  throughbearing,  Proir. 
iii.  6.  Gal.  ii.  20.  And  this  will  keep  a  man  firom 
prefiiinption,  and  duing  any  thing  with  a  doubtiDg 
confciencc,  which  will  loon  mar  one's  peace, 

^.  Watchfulnefs  againlt  iln,  fnares,  and  terapti* 
tion:i,  1  Cor.  x.  u.  One  that  would  mamtain  bis 
peace,  mull  be  upon  his  guard,  otherwife  it  will  foon 
be  dillurbed,  in  this  evil  world. 

^.  A  tlric>,  holy,  gofpel  walk,  in  all  known  do- 
tics,  towards  Gcd,  and  towards  man,  Gal.  vi.  16.  He 
that  will  adventure  to  bilk  any  ot  them,  ihall  foon 
loic  it. 

5.  LaJIly,  Frequent  renewing  of  our  faith  and  rt* 
pentancc,  for  purging  away  the  lins  we  fall  into, 
1  Pet  ii.  4. 

v.  I  proceed  to  fliew  how  peace  of  confciencc  it 
diflinguiilicd  from  talle  peace.  A  godly  mir\  mjy 
have  a  falle  peace,  Cjnt,  v,  a.  Such  had  DiuidlK- 
fore  Nathan  came  to  him  after  his  fall.  An  unrege- 
iiciatc  man  can  have  no  peace  but  what  is  falfe,  If. 
Ivii.  nit. 

1.  True  peace,  built  on  the  ground  of  God's  wotJ, 
is  cftabliiiicd  by  the  word,  howtvcr  fcarching  ;  theo" 
ther  is  weakened  by  it.  For  God's  word  is  a  friend 
to  God's  peace,  but  an  enemy  to  deluUoD,  i  John* 
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$9b  si«  But  this  is  meant  of  God's  wcfrd  rightly  un- 
derftoody  (if  we  mifanderlUnd  it,  it  is  not  his  word, 
but  our  own  miftake) ;  and  inch  miftakes  may  have 
the  quite  contrary  ened* 

2.  True  peace  cannot  be  maintained  but  by  a  holy 
teodernefs,  and  conltant  flruggle  againil  hn :  but  falle 
peace  is  maintained  without  ic,   i  John  iii.  3. 

Inf.  I.  The  unconverted  linner,  and  the  untendcr 
Chriftian  too^  are  in  a  very  unfit  caie  tor  a  time  of 
common  calamity,  if.  Ivii.  20.  2  ?•  Mitth.  xxv.  5.  On- 
ly the  man  that  has  peace  of  confcience  is  prepared, 
|(p  xxxiii.  14*  1$. 

2.  Let  all  who  would  have  their  confciences  to  bs 
their  friends,  flee  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  lead  21 
holy  life. 

3.  Lq/lfyy  Let  thofe  th^t  want  it,  laboiir  to  get  it ; 
aQd  they  that  have  it,  be  e^ercifed  to  keep  it. 

in.  Of  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

QJPIRITU  AL  joy  J  or  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoji^  is  a  b^ne* 
Jit  Jiowing  from  jujlificatio^. 

Now  to  fhew  fii-ft  of  all  what  fpiritual  joy  is :  Joy 
in  general  is  a  pleaiing  paflion,  ariling  from  the  en- 
foyment,  or  hope  of  the  enjoyment  ot  a  delired  object. 
Spiritual  joy  is  a  joy  ariiing  from  the  enjoynieut,  and 
hope  of  the  enjoyment  ^i  Ipirituai  bleilings. 

Here  I  ihall  fliew, 

1.  The  fafcge^s  of  this  joy,  who  they  are  that  par- 
take of  it, 

IL  The  objects  of  it,  or  what  they  joy  in. 

Hi.  The  grounds  of  it. 

IS^.  The  author  of  it. 

V,  1  he  means  the  Spirit  makes  ufe  of  to  convey  i^ 
nto  the  hearts  of  the  laints. 

VL  The  difference  l^etwixt  it  an4  the  hypocrites  joy^ 

VIL  LaJUy,  Apply. 

I.  I  {hall  confider  the  fubjecls  of  this  joy,  wl\a  tl\^y 
re  th^t  partake  of  it. 

Tt  t 


3J»  Of  fpiritual  Joyl 

1.  It  is  peculiar  I  o  the  faints;  for  they  only  are 
bicflcd  with  (piritua!  bleffings  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  no 
others  can  have  true  fpiritual  joy,  Phil,  iii,  3.  Any- 
body m  ly  hwc  a  fenfitive  joy,  viz.  in  things  grateful 
to  their  fenfes,  Aifls  siv.  17.  Profinc  men  may  have 
jifinfuljoy,  a  joy  in  fin,  Prov.  xv.  21.  Hypocrites 
may  have  a  delufivc  joy,  which  is  a  carnal  joy  in  fpi- 
ritual thinRe,  Matth.  siii.  20.  But  faints  only  have 
the  true  fpiritual  joy,  or  joy  in  the  Holy  Gholt ;  for 
it  is  peculiar  to  the  fubjt;cls  of  Cbrift's  kingdom, 
3loni.  xiv.  17. 

2.  Ydt  tiie  fiiints  have  it  not  it  all  times,  Pfal.  li. 
8.  A  child  of  God  may  be  walking  in  darknefs,  go- 
ing mourning  without  the  fun,  having  no  evidence 
of  hif  intereft  in  Chriil ;  in  fucli  a  cafe  he  cannot  have 
this  joy.  It  is  true,  there  is  a  feed  of  joy,  in  themoft 
bitter  forrows  of  a  fpirit,  which  will  fpring  up  ia  due 
tim,  Pfal.  xcvii.  1 1.  But  it  feems  it  may  be  the  calc 
of  fome  of  the  faints,  never  to  have  that  joy  till  they 
get  it  in  heaven,  though  I  judge  it  very  rare,  efpeci- 
ally  under  the  New-tcilamcnt  diipenfation,  Hcb.  ii.  15. 

li.  I  fiiall  fliew  the  objects  of  this  joy,  what  thqf 

1 .  The  principal  object  is  God  in  Chriil,  Plii!. iii, a* 
}loni.  V,  11.  iiiey  look  to  and  remember  God  "Bf 
Chrifi,  and  joy  in  him.  God  out  of  Chrift  is  a  moft 
terrible  object,  Htu.  xii.  utt.  Our  God  is  a  confumini 
fire.     And  a  finner   can   netcr   truly  rejoice  in  an  sb- 

iblute  God.  But  God  in  Chrift,  reconciled  to  the  foul, 
breathing  out  peace  and  love  to  the  finner  through* 
crucified  Redeemer,  is  the  chief  and  fundamental,  tlie 
comprehcniive  objedl:  of  his  joy. 

2.  The  lefs  principal,  Pr  lecondary  object  is  tWh- 
fold.    ' 

(7.)  The  precious  fpiritual  privileges  they  have  in 
hand,  which  they  enjoy  for  the  prefent  in  this  H/e,  ^  \ 
jurtification,  adoption,  fanctification,  peace  with  Gfflli   I 
peace  of  conscience,  jccefs  to  Godj  and  commuoioaJ 
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with  him,  6?r.  In  thefe  they  juftly  joy.  If.  Ixi.  10. 
Will  a  man  rejoice  in  the  favour  of  his  prince  ?  Sure 
then  a  faint  may  well  rejoice  in  the  favour  of  his  God. 
(t .)  The  precious  privileges  they  have  in  hope,  Rom. 
V.  2. — Rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God*  They  have 
beaven  and  the  eternal  weight  of  glory  in  view :  and 
this  hope  makes  them  fing  the  triumph  before  the  vic- 
tory* Yet  are  they  not  rafli  and  foolifli ;  for  it  is  a 
fure  hope,  and  will  never  make  one  afliamed.  One 
counts  his  riches,  not  only  by  what  he  has  in  hand, 
but  by  what  he  has  in  bills  and  bonds,  and  joys  in  the 
^tter  as  w^U  as  the  former. 

III.  I  fliall  conflder  the  grounds  of  this  joy  in  thefe 
things.     They  are  twofold. 

1.  A  fuitablcnefs  of  the  objects  to  the  heart  and 
mind  of  the  child  of  God.  Thefe  objects  are  the  great 
delire  of  a  believer,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  So  the  recei- 
ving of  them  in  hand,  or  in  hope,  makes  him  to  joy, 
Plal,  iv.  6.  7.  Without  this  there  can  be  no  joy. 
Pro  v.  xiii.  12.  When  the  deftre  comet  h^  it  is  a  tree  of  life. 
If  ye  would  make  a  ftarving  man  rejoice,  you  mull 
give  him  meat;  if  a  condemned  man,  a  pardon.  Ho- 
linefs  and  communion  with  God  are  faplefs  to  the  un- 
renewed man,  God  himlclf  is  not  the  objeft  of  his  de- 
fire  ;  neither  is  the  holinefs  of  heaven  luitcd  to  his 
mind  :  therefore  he  cannot  rejoice  in  thefe.  But  it  is 
Dtherwifc  with  the  faints ;  lo  llrangers  intermeddle 
not  with  their  joy. 

2.  A  fenfe  ot  an  intercft  in  thefe  objects,  John  xx.  28. 
In^  Lord  and  my  God.  One  has  more  joy  in  his  own 
cottage  than  in  another's  palace,  becaulie  he  can  i'ay. 
It  is  my  cottage.  Hagar  could  not  rejoice  in  the  well 
of  water,  till  the  Lord  opened  her  eyes  tp  fee  it. 
Though  a  pardon  were  llipt  unawares  intq  a  man's 
pocket,  he  cannot  joy  in  it  till  he  knows  he  has  it. 
ip  afenle  of  our  inicicft  is  neccfl'ary  to  Ipiritual  joy. 

IV,  I  fliall  next  confidcr  the  author  of  this  joy. 
'J'hc  Holy  Spirit  of  God  is  the  aythpr  of  it,  and  tt^crci 


pt  tne  laints.  .  meie  are  tworoid. 

1.  External  means  are  the  word  and  facraoK 
Thefe  aire  the  wells  of  falvation  tO  the  people  of  i 
If.  xii.  3. 

(i.)  The  word  of  God,  which  brings  the  glai 
dings  of  falvation  from  heaven  to  poor  linners  ;  it 
covers  the  enriching  treafure  to  the  foul,  Pfal.  c 
J  62.  /  rejoice  at  thfword^  as  one  that  Jindeth  great  j 
And  no  earthly  treafure  will  raife  fuch  a  joy  in  c 
heart,  as  a  word  of  promife  will  do,  when  the  S 
oi  the  Lord  fliines  on  it  unto  a  foul. 

(2.)  The  facraments,  which  feal  and  confirm 
word  of  grace  to  the  foul.  This  is  plain  from  the 
crcife  of  the  eunufh,  Acls  viii,  39.  who  when  he 
baptized,  went  on  his  way  rejoicing ;  and  of  tl 
fands  who  have  met  wit|i  that  joy  at  fealing  ordi 
ces,  which  they  never  could  find  in  all  parthly  thii 
and  no  wonderjjfor  then  is  the  great  f^al  of  heave 
unto  the  covenant  betwixt  the  Lord  and  his  peoj 

2.  The  internal  mean  is  faith,    Rom,  xv,  13. 
God  of  hope  Jill  you  with  al(*joy  and  peace  in  better 
J  Pet.  i.  8. — Believijig  ye  rejoice  with  joy  imfpecikable^ 
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trite  may  hate  a  joy  in  fpiritual  things,  is  evident 
from  Matth.  xiii.  20.  and  is  confirmed  by  the  cafe  of 
many  deluded  fouls,  who  may  have  their  joys,  as  well 
as  forrows,  which  are  unfound  as  themfelves. 

I.  True  fpiritual  joy  rifeth  in  the  heart,  ordinarily 
after  the  word  Jias  had  a  precedent  effect  on  the  heart, 
to  rend  it  for  fin,  and  from  it,  Pfal.  cxxvi.  5.  They 
tbatfow  in  tears  ^  fiall  reap  in  joy.  Matth.  v.  4.  Blejffed 
are  they  that  mourn :  for  they  jhall  be  comforted.  But 
delofive  joy  fprings  up  more  quickly,  while  yet  the 
heart  is  not  rent  for  fin,  at  leali  not  from  it,  Matth. 
zm.  io*  Compare  Jer.  iv.  3.  Much  pains  the  huf- 
bandman  is  at  ere  he  can  expert  a  crop,  but  weeds 
will  grow  up  without  pains  or  labour  for  them. 

a.  True  fpiritual  joy  comes  by  the  word,  and  that 
rightly  underftood;   but  delufive  joy  comes  either 
Without  the  word,   or  by  mifunderftanding  of  the 
word.    The  channel  of  divine  communications  is  the 
V7ord  of  God,  If.  lix.  2 1.     That  joy  which  comes  by 
pretended  revelations,  dreams,  or  impreffions,  with- 
out the  word,  and  regard  to  it,  is  moft  Hkely  to  be 
the  effect  of  a  heated  fancy,  and  people  had  need  to 
beware  of  being  beguiled  with  thefe  things.  The  writ- 
ten word  is  particularly  the  channel  of  fpiritual  joy, 
I  John  i.  4^  Thefe  things  write  we  unto  you^  that  your 
joy  may  be  full.    And  if  an  angel  from  heaven  would 
I'peak  joy  to  one  whom  the  written  word  does  not 
give  ground  of  joy  to,  it  would  be  but  a  deceit ;  If. 
viii.  20.  To  the  law  and  to  the  teflimony :  if  they  fpeak 
not  according  to  this  wordy  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light 
in  them. 

3.  True  fpiritual  joy  is  lafting ;  but  delufive  joy 
vaniihes  away,  and  comes  to  nothing,  as  wanting  a 
root,  Matth.  xlii.  20.  21.  It  has  a  feafon^  and  when 
that  is  over  it  is  extinguiflied,  John  v.  35.  21?  were 
filing  for  a  feafon  to  rejoice  in  his  light.  I  own  a  child 
of  God  may  lofe  his  joy  too  :  but  here  lies  the  differ- 
ence. The  ground  of  the  believer's  joy,  fenfe  of 
intereft^  is  fometimcs  rcnioved  out  of  liis  fight,  and 
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.  fo  he  mufl  needs  lofe  his  joy.  But  thougli  the  ground 
of  the  hypocrite's  joy  continue,  namely,  his  tancied 
intereft  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  privileges  of  the 
gofpel,  yet  the  joy  goes  ;  thofe  things  gro  ■•  dale  and 
iaplefs  with  him,  which  mightily  aftefted  hira  when 
they  were  new  to  him. 

4.  True  fpiritual  joy  humbles  the  foul,  and  fills  It 
with  high  and  honourable  thoughts  of  God  ;  but  ddu* 
Con  never  ceafes  to  puff  up,  Gen.  xxviii..  17.  Ho^u  dread- 
ful is  thii  place .'  th'u  is  nane  other  but  the  houfe  of  God, 

and  this  is  the  gate  of  hewuen.  Exod.  xxxiv/8.  lAnfti 
made  hafls,  and  bowed  his  head  toward  the  earthy  and 
•wor/hipped.  2  Cor.  xii.  1 1 .  Compare  Col.  ii.  18.  Foe, 
all  the  divine  communications  tend  to  empty  men  at 
themfelves,  to  make  Chrift  and  his  free  grace  all  to  a 
man  ;  and  holy  familiarity  with  God  impreilcs  an  awe 
on  one's  fpirit,  in  fo  far  as  the  more  one  fees  of  God, 
the  more  he  muft  admire  and  adore  him.  But  natuftL 
will  always  build  up  nature.  ^ 

5.  Lajf/y,  True  fpiritu;il  joy  is  fanclifying,  raakej 
one  the  more  tender  and  holy,  the  move  he  has  of  it. 
Butddulion  will  never  fan clify,  Phil.  iii.  3.  Delu- 
lion  is  a  cuver  to  and  nouriflier  of  inward  lufts,  which 
get  a  peaceable  Ihelter  under  it:  but  true  fpirituJ' 
joy  makc;s  one  forward  in  the  duties  of  univedal  obc-, 
dience,  Pfal.  cxix.  32.  /  will  run  the  way  of  thy  cam- 
mandinents,  when  thou  Jlialt  enlarge  my  heart.  And  it 
makes  one  tender  in  moral  duties  towards  God,  and 
towards  man. 

Inf.  I.  Unjuftified  perfons  cannot  intermeddle  with 
this  joy,  for  it  is  a  benefit  that  flows  from  juflifica- 
tion.  it  IS  a  privilege  peculiar  to  the  faints ;  childrcoi 
bread,  that  is  not  call:  to  dogs.  Ye  may  rejoice  IR 
the  worldly  comforts  ye  have,  faying.  This  cloathing, 
this  money  is  mine ;  but  you  cannot  fay,  This  Goi 
is  mine.  '  j 

2.  V.'hen  created  ftreams  are  dried  up,  the  ioyof  ' 
the  ungodly  is  quice  gone :  but  it  is  not  fo  with  the  \ 
godiy,  job  vi.  15.  Is  net  my  help  in  vie?  and  U 
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iom  driven  quite  from  me  f  Hab.  iii.  17.  18.  The  great 
ground  of  tlfie  faints  joy,  and  the  objeds  of  ic,  are  be- 
yond the  reach  of  men,  fo  that  they  cannot  take  them 
from  them. 

3.  Moil  groundlefs  is  the  prejudice  againft  religion, 
tbat  it  is  a  melancholy  thing,  Prov.  iii.  17.  Her  ways 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefsj  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 
None  have  fuch  reafon  to  rejoice  as  the  believer  has. 
If  the  poor  v^ retched  and  condemned  creature  has 
more  ground  to  rejoice,  than  he  that  is  pardoned  and 
enriched  with  his  prince's  favour ;  then  the  wicked 
has  as  much  ground  to  rejoice  as  the  believer  who  is 
Juftified  by  grace.     O,  if  the  ungodly  faw  their  llatc^ 

they  would  never  rejoice ;  and  if  the  godly  faw  theirs^ 
they  would  never  defpond. 

4.  It  is  not  God's  allowance  for  his  children  to  har- 
den themfelves  in  forrow,  and  refufe  to  be  comforted ; 
Phil.  iv.  4.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always  :  and  again  Ifay^ 
Rejoice.,  As  it  is  uncomfortable  to  themfelves,  it  is 
dilhonouring  to  God,  and  is  the  fruit  of  unbelief. 

5.  O  unconverted  iinners,  let  the  joy  of  religion 
draw  you  to  it.  Come  to  Chrift,  in  a  way  of  belie- 
ving on  him,  that  ye  may  be  juftified.  Clofe  with 
the  way  of  holinefs,  in  renouncing  all  known  fin,  and 
complying  with  all  known  duty,  that  ye  may  have  this 
Spiritual  joy,  2  Cor.  i.  12. 

6.  Lafily,  Let  the  godly  ft  rive  to  attain  this  fpiri- 
tual  joy,  and  to  maintain  it,  for  God's  honour,  and 
their  own  comfort  and  ufefulnefs^ 

Of  Increafe  of  Grace^  and  Perfeverarice  there- 
in to  the  End; 

Pr  OVE  RBS  iv*    18. 

But  the  path  of  the  juji  is  as  the  Jhining  lights  that 

Jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfedl  day. 

XJITHERTO  we   have   fpoken  of  the  benefits 
^       flowing  from  Or  accompanving  the  fcnfe  of  jufti- 

VoL-  ii.  U  U    ' 


33^  Of  Increafi  of  Grace. 

fication.  I  come  now  to  fpeak  of  thofe  that  accon- 
piny  or  fl^w  from  tlie  being  of  it,  nam  ;ly.  increafe 
of  ^race,  and  perfeveranct;.  In  the  text  there  is  an 
tiegaiit  comparilbn  of  two  things  like  to  one  auolher. 
"Wherein  we  have, 

1.  The  fubjecls  of  ths  comparifon,  The  path  of  ik  i 
juji,  aad  the  Jhintng  light, 

(i.)  rhefubjeclVoiiipAred, //j;^j//»c///v  yv/?.  Tbt 
juil  in  the  language  of  tlie  Old  TelUment  are  ihof* 
who  are  juftified  by  f,iith,  Hib.  ii.  4.  The  jujl  Jhali 
live  by  his  faith.  They  are  a  travenin*^  company,  going 
lOA-ards  Canaan ;  they  have  a  path  or  way  wherein 
they  go,  antl  tbcy  nuke  a  progrcis  in  it.  The  word 
here  ufcd  lignifies,  (1.)  Iheprogrefs  itfelf  or  courfe 
in  the  wiy,  as  Job  vi.  18.  The  paths  of  their  ivJj  en 
tiirnni  afide.  If-  xxvi.  3.  /«  the  Wdy  of  thy  Judgement!, 
O  Lord,  have  -We  wailed  for  thee.  (2.)  The  place  or 
way  through  which  one  goes.  Tlie  thing  meant  ii 
the  g;racioL«  and  holy  life  of  thejuft.  ' 

(2.)  The  fubjeft  it  is  compared  to;  the  finningli^bti 
Ibiil  pindh  wore  and  more  unto  the  pjrfed  day.  llil 
coaipjred  to  light,  both  bccaufc  it  is  comfortable  W 
thcmlelves,  and  inftruclive,  exciting  to  others,  and 
Jtonourable.  It  is  nut  like  the  light  of  a  meteor,  thit 
Jhines  a  while  and  then  difappears  quickly  ;  nor  ihit 
of  a  candle,  which  burns  and  burns  down  till  it  wiflfl 
itfelf;  but  like  tlie  light  of  the  fun,  and  not  the  even- 
ing-fun, that  declineth,  but  the  moining-fun,  thil 
with  increaftng  brightness  and  heat  advances  to  tbt 
meridian. 

2.  The  points  of  the  comparifon.  (i.)  As  thit 
hght  is  a  growing  light,  (liinlng  more  and  more;  fi 
iii  tlie  grace  of  God  in  a  foul,  going  from  one  degftt 
to  aiiotiicr.  (2.)  As  it  does  not  go  o'Jt,  but  growi 
on  to  the  perfect  day ;  lb  grace  never  dies  out,  1)* 
^oes  on  till  it  be  perfected  in  glory. 

D.OCT.  Increafe  cf  grace,  and  perfe-jerance,  are  bist- 
fits  fluit-irtg  Jnin  ar  accGmj.'anjii>gjuJiiJicalion.  I 
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!•  Of  Increafe  or  Growth  of  Grace. 

Here  I  Ihall  fhew, 

1.  That  real  grace  doth  increafe  or  grow. 

2.  How  a  Chriftian  grows  in  grace. 

3.  The  caufcs  of  this  growth. 

4.  The  difference  betwixt  true  and  falfe  growth. 

5.  Whether  true  grace  grows  always. 

6.  Lafily^  Apply. 

F I R  S  T,  I  am  to  fliew  that  real  grace  doth  increafe 
rt  grow.     This  is  evident  from  three  things. 

I.  Scripture- teftimony.  Grace  is  a  holy  feed  that 
prings  and  grows,  Mark  iv.  ,27.  however  little  at 
irfi  like  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  Matth.  xiii.  31.  32. 
ike  leaven,  ver.  33.  God  has  promifed  it,  Pfal.  xcii. 
[2.  Mai.  iv.  2.  But  unto  you  that  fear  my  namc^  Jhail 
'he  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arije  with  healing  m  his  wings  ; 
mdyt  fnall  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  ft  all. 

a.  God  has  appointed  a  certain  ftature  that  his  chil- 
ircn  Ihall  grow  to,  Eph.  iv.  1 3.  This  is  the  perfection 
yf  grace.  Hence  the  Cbriitian  is  firft  a  little  child,  then 
\  young  man,  then  a  father,  i  John  ii.  1 3.  They  walk, 
they  run,  they  fly,  they  mount  like  eagles,  If.  xl.  uU. 

3.  This  is  the  end  of  divine  influences,  If.  xxvii.  3. 
k  xliv.  3.  4.  It  is  alfo  the  effect  of  divine  ordinances, 
f^pfa.  iv.  II.  12.  It  is  the  end  of  all  the  pains  of  tlie 
beavenly  Hufbandman  on  the  plants  of  his  vineyard. 

SECOND!.  Y,  I  ihall  fliew  how  a  Chiiitian 
grows  in  grace.     He  grows  four  ways, 

I.  Inward,  into  Chnft,  as  the  br4nch  doth  into  the 
[lock,  Epb,  iv.  15.  Cleaving  to  him,  and  knitting 
with  him  more  firmly,  his  faith  grows  ilrongcr,  2  1  hefi. 
L  9 ;  his  love  more  vigorous,  his  hope  firmer,  his 
iependence  clofer,  ijc.  rhi$  is  th^  Ijpring  of  all  o- 
rhcr  Chriftian  increafe  in  grace. 

3.  Outward,  in  good  works,  in  all  the  parts  of  a 
loly  li^e,  piety  towards  God,  and  righteoufnefs  to*' 
vaids  men,  Gen.  xiix.  22.  The  growing  Chrilliaq 
^civapces  ix\  the  work  of  his  falvation,  PhUt  ii.  1^,^  ^q, 

V  u  a 
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the  work  of  his  generation.  Acts  xUi.  36.  He  goa 
on  in  the  fruits  of  a  holy  life,  for  God's  honour,  his 
pwii  goad,  and  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  his  fel- 
low Chriflians,  knowing  that  he  is  not  born  for  him- 
fclf. 

7,.  Upward,  in  a  heavenly  difpofition,  Phil.  til.  10, 
The  end  of  his  journey  that  he  is  aiming  at  is  the  up- 
per wurlJ  ;  and  as  he  is  coming  out  of  this  world  id 
artion,  fo  he  is  coming  out  of  it  in  affection,  Cant, 
viii.  5.  He  grows  more  heavenly  in  his  defircs,  joys, 
deligtiO,  griefs,  forrows,  ire. 

4.  Laftfy,  Downward,  in  humility,  felf-denial, 
felf-ioithing,  refignation  to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  (re 
The  more  rells^ion  prevails,  there  are  are  always  more 
of  thcfe  graces.  Job  xlii.  5.  6.  Pfal.  jcxii.  6.  2  Cor. 
xii.  II.  For  the  moic  grace  there  is,  there  is  tia 
more  knowledge  of  God  and  one's  felf;  which 
two  boundlcfs  depths,  the  due  of  glory,  the  otherot 
iin.  ■ 

!■  H  I  R  D  L  Y,  I  ihall  fliew  the  caufcs  of  thii 
growth. 

I.  Union  with  Chrift,  John  xv.  4.  As  the  branch 
cannot  hear  fruit  of  ifjtify  except  it  abide  in  the  -vine :  » 
tnsre  can  ye.  except  yc  abide  in  me.  He  that  is  not 
ted  to  Chrift  can  never  grow  in  grace,  more  than  1 
branch  tliat  does  not  knit  with  the  flock.  But  whflt 
the  Lord  takes  hold  of  the  ibul  by  hia  Spirit,  andtht 
foul  takes  hold  of  Chrift  by  faith,  there  is  an  unioa 
whereby  they  become  members  of  Chrift,  and  tbos 
growth  is  iccured. 

3.  Communion  with  Chrift,  John  vi,  57,  He  thit 
eatetb  me,  even  he  Jl.all  live  by  me.  He  is  tlie  fountak 
of  the  faints  life,  who  gives  it  them,  and  nmrc  abnft- 
dantly.  He  is  the  head  of  influences,  by  which  tbg 
are  made  to  increafe  in  grace,  as  the  fiip  from  the  row 
and  flock  makes  the  branches  to  grow.  And  thk. 
communion  they  have  with  him 

(1.)  In  ordinances  public,  private,  and  fecret,  fo  thit 
they  are  made  to  grow    by  the  fatnefs  of  his  ^^k 
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Pfal.  xcii.  13.  Thofe  that  be  planted  in  the  boufe  of 
^bc  Lardj  Jhall  fiounjh  in  the  courts  of  our  Godm 
The  word  edifies  them,  If.  Iv.  10. 11.  ThcfaCiaments 
(irengthen  and  confirm  them,  as  they  did  the  eunuch, 
who  went  on  his  way  rejoicing,  Acls  viii.  39.  Prayer 
md  other  holy  exercifes  profit  them,  to  their  fpiritual 
increafe^  But  all  by  the  influences  of  his  Spirit  ia 
them,  If.  xliv.  g.  4. 

(2.)  In  providences.  Mercies  are  blclTcd  to  them 
for  tnis  end.  If.  Ixti.  11.  12.  Croffes,  John  xv.  2.  £• 
very  branch  that  beareth  fruity  he  purgeth^  it,  that  it 
may  bring  forth  more  fruit.  And  often  have  the  people 
of  God  grown  moft  under  the  weights  of  affliclions. 
But  this  alfo  is  by  communion  with  Chrift  in  them, 
Phil,  i^  19.  I  know  that  this  fhall  turn  to  my  falvation  — 
through  the  fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrijl. 

FOURTHLY,!  proceed  to  fhcw  the  difference 
betwixt  true  and  falfe  growth.  A3  hypocrites  may 
have  feeming  grace,  though  not  real,  fo  that  feeming 
grace  may  grow,  Matfh.  xiii.  5.  There  is  a  twofold 
difference. 

1.  True  Chriftian  growth  is  univerfal,  Eph.  iv.  15, 
Falfe  growth  is  only  in  feme  particular  things.  '1  he  true 
Chriftian  grows  in  all  the  parts  of  fpiritual  life  pror 
portionably  ;  for  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  link- 
ed together,  fo  that  when  one  grows,  they  all  grow. 
Such  a  difference  there  is  betwixt  them  as  betwixt  a 
well-thriving  child  and  a  ricketty  one.  The  former 
^rows  proportionably  in  all  the  parts,  the  body,  legs, 
irms,  i)'c.  The  other  gro\ys  loo,  but  grows  not  io  ; 
the  head  grows  big,  but  the  body  grows  not.  So  the 
hypocrite  may  get  more  knowledge,  but  no  more 
:enderpefs,  holinels,  &c.  He  is  not  outwardly,  but 
iDwardly  cold  as  to  the  life  of  religion. 

2.  The  hypocrite  foou  comes  to  a  fland,  the  Chri- 
liangoes  on  to  perftdion,  Luke  viii.  14.  I'hil.  iii.  15, 
14.  They  have  their  mcalure ;  and  when  they  have 
:ome  to  that,  they  Hand  like  the  door  on  the  hinges  ; 
>Ut  the  true  Chriftian  is  going  on^  iabouring  to  be  hoi 


is  born  of  God, — bis  feed,  remaineth  in  him.  The  J 
of  it  may  go  out,  but  there  is  always  a  livccoal 
though  under  the  allies,  which  the  influences  oi 
Spirit  will  blow  up  again.  It  will  not  always  be 
ter ;  Hof.  xiv.  7 .  *Ihey  that  dwell  under  his  Jb^ 
Ihall  return,  they  /ball  revive  as  the  corn,  and  grow  c 
vine. 

5.  A  Chriftian  may  be  growing,  and  yet  not  be 
lible  of  it.  If  one  judge  of  his  cafe  by  prcfent 
ing,  he  maybe  miftaken,  Markiv.  27.  If  onefi: 
eyes  on  the  fun  or  a  tree,  he  cannot  perceive  the 
moving  or  the  (;ther  growing.  But  compare  the 
■with  what  it  was  fome  years  ago,  the  place  whcr 
fun  now  is,  with  where  it  was  in  the  Hiorning 
fliall  ye  know  the  remarkable  difference.  Anc 
very  fame  difference  may  be  obferved  in  the  gn 
of  a  Chriftian. 

Again,  the  growth  is  not  to  be  meafured  on! 
the  top,  but  by  the  root  too.  If  a  tree  be  taking 
the  ground,  and  fpreadinjr  its  roots  there,  it  is  f 
growing.  And  though  Cnriftians  may  want  the 
folations  and  flafhes  ot  affeciions  thev  fometimes 
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*earful  wUl  be  their  doom,  HeK  x.  gS.  If  any  man 
iraio  back  J  my  foul  Jhall  have  no  fleafure  in  him. 

s«  Thofe  who  are  at  a  (land  in  the  way  of  religion^ 
rhey  have  come  up  to  a  form  of  godlinefs,  and  they 
ire  like  the  door  on  the  hinges,  liiey  are  not  llriving 
;o  be  for  ward,  in  mortification. 

3.  Thofe  who  are  growing  worfc  inftead  of  grow- 
ng  better.  They  are  like  dead  trees  ;  fummer  and 
urinter  is  sdike  to  them  ;  they  are  never  the  better  for 
Jl  the  warnings  from  the  Lord*s  word  or  providence  : 
Hit  whatever  God  fays  by  providences  or  ordinances^ 
:h6y  go  on  their  own  way,  adding  one  finfid  flep  to 
mother. 

Inf.  2.  Improve  ordinances  for  fpiritual  growth.  O, 
1 18  fad  to  be  fitting  under  means  of  grace,  but  never 
rrowing.  This  is  the  ready  way  ta  provoke  the  Lord 
to  remove  ordinances. 

Inf  3.  Let  the  leaftfpark  of  true  grace  be  nourifhed. 
For  it  will  grow.  If.  xlii.  3. 

Inf.  4.  Lajlly,  Labour  to  be  grouping  Chriftians. 

II.     Of  Perfeverance  in  Grace. 

pERSEVE RANGE    in  ^race  is  another  benefit 
flowing  from^  or  accompanying  jujlifcation. 

Here  I  fliall  (hew, 

1.  What  this  perfeverance  is. 

2.  How  it  is  to  be  underftood. 

3.  That  the  faints  Ciall  perfevere  to  the  end. 

4.  What  are  thofe  things  which  make  hypocrites 
fall  away,  but  over  the  belly  of  which  faints  perfe- 
vere. 

5.  The  grounds  of  the  perfeverance  of  the  faints. 

6.  The  means  of  perfeverance. 

7.  Laftly^  Apply. 

FIRST,  I  fliall  fhew  what  this  perfeverance  is. 
To  perfevere,  is  to  continue  and  abide  in  a  ftate  into 
which  one  is  brought.     And  this  perfeverance  is  a 
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firm  and  conftant  continuance  in  the  ftaCe  of  grac 
even  to  the  end  of  one^s  life,  Mitth.  x.  22.  Col,  1. 1 
It  is  oppofed  to  total  ap'jftafy,  and  utter  falling  awa 
from  giMce.  It  is  continuing  and  holding  on,  ioii 
ed  to  a  good  beginning, 

SECONDLY,  I  am  to  fhew  how   this  perfe?< 
ranee  is  to  be  underftood.  ^ 

I.  It  is  not  to  be  undcrftood  of  all  who 
Chrift.  Hypucntes  may  be  foeming  faints,  and 
have  feeming  grace,  wliich  may  blaze  for  a  while,  aw 
afterwards  be  ([uitc  extinguifhiid,  totally  and  finillj 
loll,  John  vi.  66.  There  are  temporary  believers,  vh 
continue  for  a  while,  but  having  no  root,  do  wither 
quite  away,  Mjtth.  xiii.  1 1.  Mere  outfide  ChriftiiDi, 
and  Chriftians  in  the  letter,  may  fo  apoftatize,  as  H| 
lofe  til  and  never  recover.  ~ 

2.  It  is  to  bL-  underftood  of  all  real  faints, 
who  are  endowed  with  fdving  grace.     Thofe 
virtue  of  regeneration,  may  call  God  their  Fatl 
well  as  the  church  their  mother,  ihall  abide  in  hi), 
mily,  and  never  fall  out  of  it,  John  viii.  ^j-     TIioii|, 
the  cJUnterfeic  of  grace  may  be  utterly  loll,  yetrol 
grace  cinnot.     We  own, 

(i.)  Saints  may  lofe  the  evidence  of  grace,  fo  tW 
they  cannot  difcern  it  in  themfelves.  Ihus  itnar 
luffer  an  cclipfe,  If.  I.  lo.  Sometimes  a  child  ofG» 
not  only  believes,  loves,  ire.  but  knows  he  does  6!' 
but  at  other  times  it  may  be  out  of  his  fight,  foaul* 
may  apprehend  he  has  none.  The  jewel  may  fillbti 
though  it  cannot  fall  away;  and  the  fpiritual  hulbjni 
may  lock  up  himfclf  in  his  cliamber  from  his  fp"'^ 
though, he  never  quite  leaves  the  houfc. 

(2.}  Saints  may  lofe  the  exercife  of  grace,  Cai 
3.  ihough  the  holy  fire  be  not  quite  put  out,  yd' 
may  ceafe  to  flame  for  a  while;  though  they  havefpi' 
ritual  armour  lying  by  them,  they  may  be  fo  beniim''' 
ed  with  the  prevailing  of  ctirruption,  that  they  cJinni'll 
wield  it.  Wife  virginS  may  ilumbcr  and  lleep,  *- 
ucH  as  the  foohih. 
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(5.)  I'hey  may  lofe  much  of  the  meafure  of  grace 
icjr  have  had.  True  grace,  though  it  cannot  die 
It,  yet  is  fubje^l  to  languilhing  and  decays  iii  the 
rength  thereof.  Rev.  iii.  2.  They  may  lofe  miu. -i  of 
leir  love  to  God  and  one  another.  Rev.  ii.  4. ;  much  of 
leir  former  tendernefs,  as  David's  heart  finote  him 
hen  he  cut  oflF  the  lap  of  Saul's  garment,  but  after- 
ards  was  guilty  of  murder  and  adultery  ;  much  of 
.eir  livelinefs  in  duties.  Rev.  iii.  2  •  and  fo  of  othct* 
aces.    But, 

f  1.3  Saints  can  never  lofe  grace  finally,  fo  as  never 

recover  it,  i  Pet.  i.  5.  John  vi.  39.     No  doubt  a 
lild  of  God  may  ftray  away  from  the  Lord,  as  well 

another :  but  though  a  fervant  may  go,  and  never 
tofn  to  the  houfe,  yet  a  fon  will  be  fought  out  and 
ought  back  again,  Pfal.  cxix.  ult.  John  xiii.  35. 
nd  the  fervant  abidetb  not  in  the  houfe  for  ever  ;  but 
>f  Son  abideth  ever.  So  however  far  the  faints  may 
>  wrong,  the  Lord  will  recover  them* 
[[2.3  Saints  never  lofe  grace  totally  neither ;  they 
Jver  lofe  it  altogether,  though  for  ever  fo  fhort  2 
liie,  I  John  iii.  9.  Their  lamp  may  burn  dim,  but 
Is  never  quite  put  out ;  they  may  fall  back,  fall  very 
V,  fo  as  themfelves  and  others  may  have  little  hope^ 
their  recovery,  but  they  never  fall  off,  never  fall  a- 
ly,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24.  "Though  hefall^  hefhallnot  be  utter^ 
^dfl  down  :  for  the  Lord  uphoideth  him  with  his  handi 
Both  thefe  hold  true  of  relative  grace;  that  is, 
are  is  no  faUing  out  of  the  ftate  of  juftificatioa,  ad- 
don, union  with  Chrift,  peace  with  God,  the  lover 

God,  &c.  and  of  inherent  grace^  faith^  love,  the 

r  of  God,  cr^. 

THIRDLY,  I  proceed  to  fliew  that  the  faints  fliall 

"fevere  to  the  end.     This  X3  evident  from, 

I.  The  Lord's  own  promifesi     He  has  faid  it,   and 

ll  he  not  do  it?   John  x.  28*  29.    Pfal.  cxxv.  i. 

ey  that  trufl  in  the  Lord  fhall  be  as  mount  Zion^  which 

tnot  be  removed^  but  abideth  for  ever.    It  is  true,  they 

i^e  many  enemies  that  watch  to  do  them  mifchicfi 

Vol.  IL  X  X 
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but  tlie  Lord  has  prnniifed  to  j^iiard  them.  If.  x: 
a.  T  the  Lard  do  keep  it,  /  will  -uratcr  it  every  mom 
left  any  hurt  it,  I  wili  hep  it  right  ar.d  day.  They ; 
fall  into  fin,  and  provoke  tlie  Lord  to  anger  a^ 
ibem  i  but  he  has  pron.^fed,  that  though  he  la] 
hand  on  tlieiu,  he' will  not  Hft  his  love  off  them,  i 
Ixxxix.  31. — J4.  Though  they  may  be  forfakca^ 
it  fliall  neither  be  total  nor  final,  If.  ]iv.  7. — 10.  ' 

2.  From  the  faints  confidence  of  perf'everancc 
eternal  life.  How  confident  was  Afaph,  Pfal.  In 
24.  Thou  Jhalt  ^uidemeivitbthy  CQunfd,  and  afttrw 
receive  trie  to  glcry  ?  If  the  faints  could  fall  awayjj 
jTiacc,  how  could  they  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  ah' 
Cod?  Rom.  V.  2.  Haw  could  Paul  tiiumph  ' 
death,  life,  angels,  principalities,  powers  ;  ihrag} 
fent  and  to  come,  height,  depth,  &c.  ?  Koin.  viii.  3' 
Confidence  in  their  own  management,  is  not  tin 
of  the  godly,  Prov.  xxviij.  26.  He  that  trufietk. 
mfn  heart  is  a  fool. 

■^.  Lajlly,  According  to  the  fcripture,  perfeVi 
is  a  difcriininatiug  mark  betwixt  the  elect  and 
elected,  MaCth.  xxiv.  24.  ;  as  alfo  betwixt  real  fi 
and  hypocrites,  Luke  viii.  13.  iij.  15.  i  John 
.  ymm  whence  we  may  gather,  that  tlie  utter  apo 
nf  the  elecl  faints  is  impoffible  in  relpecT:  of  thed( 
of  God  ;  that  tho,fc  who  get  true  grace,  kecpj 
the  end,  while  others  hafe  theirs;  and  that  thfif 
■utterly  apoRatize,  never  were  true  faints, 

FOUiVllILY,  ini.iH  fiiew  what  are  thofe  < 
which  make  hypocrites  fall  away,  bnt  overt] 
of  wliich  faints  peifevere.  In  the  general  tfil 
three  things. 

1.  Satan's  temptations,  1  Pet.  v.  8,  HcB 
powerful,  and  malicious  enemy,  a  liar  and  mt 
from  the  beginning.  Whatever  hopeful  li| 
found  about  any,  he  fets  liimCelf  to  rob  tl 
them,  for  their  ruin,  lie  feeks  to  fct  the  hyp 
and  the  Qr.cere  through  the  wind,  and  prevailsto 
away  the  one,  but  not  the  other.     By  a 
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hi  faints  afe  preferved  amidfl  his  fiery  darts, 
:xii«  32* 

be  world's  fnares.  While  profeffors  are  in  the 
there  are  fnares  t6  catch  them,  and  carry  them 
way.  (i.)The  world's  profperity  is  a  great  fnare, 
ikes  many  apoftates,  Prov,  i,  33.  &  xx^.  9. 
le  grace  will  hold  out  agiinft  it.  Cant.  viii.  7, 
adverfity.  Tribulation  and  perfecution  offends 
iporary  believer^  artd  makes  a  fcattering  among 

fumtner- friends,   Mitth.  xiii.   10.  %u     But 
e  Chriflian  will  weather  out  the  ftorm ;  Job 

The  righteous  alfa  Jljall  hold  on  his  way^  and  he 
th  cl^an  hands  jl^all  wax  Jlrofiger  and  Jlranger. 
r  ftiips  many  of  their  religion,  but  not  a  true 
.ev.  Tiv.  4.  (3^)  The  example  of  the  world  j 
rent  of  an  ungodly  generation  ftrips  many  o€ 
rm  of  godlinefs,  MatEh.  xxiv.  12.  Becaufe  ini^ 
all  abqund^  the  love  of  many  /hall  wa^  coldn  But 
ts  ihall  not  be  carried  away  with  the  ftreatn, 
i.  7.  Thou  Jhalt  keep  thentj  0  Lord^  thou  Jhalt 
them  from  this  generation  for  ever^ 
ifilvj  The  corruptions  and  lufts  of  the  heart. 
\ixx'ky  the  hypocrite  iuto'apoftafy,  Jen  iv.  3; 
e  I^uke  viii.  14.  Lulls  lulled  afleep  for  a  while^ 
mortified^  rile  up  z,nd  make  fliipwreck  of  many 

But  true  grace  is  never  quite  expelled  by  the 
iftings  again  ft  it ;  but  by  the  power  of  God  is 
id,  like  a  fpark  of  fire  in  the  ip^idft  of  an  ocean, 
HLY,  I  proceed  to  fliew  the  grounds  of  the 
'iifD(;e  of  the  faints, 

ic  unchangeable  decree  of  God*s  elec^on,  flow-^ 
Tl  the  free  and  unchangeable  love  of  the  Fa- 
them,  Electing  love  is  free  love,  atid  aUo  un- 
ble,  Jer.  xxxi.  3..  /  have  loved  thee  with  an 
ng  love:  therefore  with  Iqvingkindnefs  have  I 
hee.  And  God's  purpofe  ok  grace  and  falya-^ 
mot  be  difappointed,  2  Tim,  ii.  19.  The  purpofe 
iJandtth  fure^  having  this  fealy  The  Lord  knoi^ 
!  that  are  his. 
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2.  The  merit  and  intcrceflion  of  Chrift  the  Son. 
He  lecicemed  them  by  paying  a  full  price,  wluch 
miilt  be  loft  if  they  be  loft,   1  Pet.  i.  18.  19.     And  he 

evi^r  Iheth  le  make  intercejpon  for  them,  Heb.  vii.  25. 

3.  The  pevpetiial  abiding  of  the  Spirit  in  and  with 
them,  John  xiv.  16,  whicli  fecures  their  union  with 
Chrift,  and  the  prel'ervalion  of  the  feed  of  grace, 
1  John  iii.  9. 

4.  LaJJIy,  The  nature  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
which  is  lurnifhed  with  ftich  pillars  as  the  firft  cove- 
nant had  not,  namely,  the  promifes  of  perpetual 
confervation  Jo  tJie  ilate  of  gracCj  Jer.  xxxti.  40.  / 
•will  make  an  everlaftivg  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will 
not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them  good:  hut  J vill 
pit  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  Jhall  not  depart 
from  n:e. 

SIXTHLY,  I  ihall  iliew  the  means  of  perfeveranw. 
Let  none  think  that  they  may  live  carelel'sly,  having 
once  got  grace,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  loft  :  for  brfides 
that  rue's  giving  hinifelf  quite  up  to  fiich  an  opioion 
and  courfe  is  iiictmliftent  with  fitving  grace,  God  his 
joined  together  the  end  and  means,  and  none  fliill 
Separate  them,  Afts  xxvii.  22.  And  7Wjj  1  exhort  ^ 
to  be  cf  good  cheer  :  for  there  f /all  h  no  lofs  of  any  man't 
life  among  yon,  but  ofthejiiif.  Compare  vcr.  31.  Faii 
faid  to  the  centurion  and  to  the  foldiers.  Except  tbtjt 
abide  in  the  fliip,  ye  cannot  befaved.  Now,  in  theg^ 
neral,  thefe  are, 

1.  God's  ordinances  and  providences.  He  malia 
ufe  of  both  to  keep  the  feet  of  his  fUnts,  John  sv.  i| 

2.  The  duties  of  religion,  and  exercife  of  tt* 
graces,  faith,  fear,  watchfulnefs.  ire.  i  Cor.  x.  VU 
Wheref.re  let  him  that  thinieth  he  fiandelh,  take  kd 
lejl  he  f,>tl. 

I  (hall  conclude  with  a  few  inferences. 

Inf.  I.  "Would  ye  h<>v€  a  treafiire  which  ye  C2iinDt 
loie  ?  then  get  grace.  Te  may  lofe  your  worldly  trOf 
lures,  comforts,  and  enjoyments;  the  world's  ^""1 
things  may  go.     But  grace  is  durable. 
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I .  Take  heed  to  yourfelves,  and  beware  of  apoftafy  ; 

it  is  not  the  beginning  well,  but  holding  on  to  the 
1,  that  will  fecure  your  falvation,  Matth.  x.  2^. 

that  endureth  to  the  end,  jhall  befaved.  Beware  left 
Lan,  the  world,  and  your  lufts  give  you  up  your 
>t,  and  ye  lofe  all  ye  have  wrought,  2  John  8. 
3.  As  ever  ye  would  perfevere,  look  well  to  the 
mdation  of  your  religion ;  for  fincerity  will  laft, 
t  hypocrify  is  a  difeafe  in  the  vitals  that  will  eild  in 
ith.  ITie  builders  endeavour  to  lay  the  foundation 
t  and  fecurely,  and  then  they  are  fure  that  the  fu- 
rftrufture  they  raife  upon  it  fliall  ftand  firm.  There- 
f^e  lay  the  foundation  well,  and  ye  may  be  aflured 
at  the  building  ihall  weather  all  fiorms. 
4I  Lajily^  Let  thofe  whofe  car^  it  is  to  be  found  in 
irift,  and  to  live  to  him  in  all  the  duties  of  piety  and 
rhteoufnefs,  be  comforted  amidft  all  their  tempta- 
)ns,  fnares,  and  corruptions,  in  that  God  who  has 
gun  the  good  work,  will  perfeft  it,  Phil,  i.  6. 

f  the  Benefits  which  Believers  receive  at  Death. 

.  Philippians  i.  21. 
Tlo  me — to  die  is  gain. 


\L  L  rouft  die ;  but  as  mens  lives  are  very  differ- 
ent, fo  their  account  in  death  is  alfo.  To  an 
ngodly  man  death  is  a  lofs,  the  greatcft  lofs  :  but  to 
believer  it  is  gain,  the  greateft  gain. 
Paul  was  now  a  prifoner  in  Ron^e,  and  his  cafe  in 
felf  was  doubtful  whether  it  would  terminate  in  life 
r  death,  (though  he  was  aflured  it  would  not  be  death 
t  that  time,  ver,  25.)  But  having  taken  a  view  of 
oth,  he  does,  in  the  text,  in  bis  own  perfon,  give 
s,  (i.)  The  fum  of  a  bdicverVlife,  that  is,  Chrifi^ 
IS  all  the  lines  drawn  from  the  chxumference  meet 
I  the  centre,  (o  the  whole  of  a  believer's  life  in  Chril^j^ 


II.  now  ic  cooies  co  dc  gain  to  tnem,r 
HI.  Deduce  an  inference  or  two* 

I.  I  am  to  fhew  in  what  refpe^s  death  Is  gain 
lievers*  It  is  fo  in  refpecl  of  their  fouls  and  oi 
))odies. 

First,  In  refpeft  of  their  fouls.  It  feparatc 
fouls  from  their  bodies,  but  not  to  their  lois, 
their  gain.  It  is  with  the  fouls  of  believers  at 
as  with  Paul  and  his  company  in  their  .voyage 
3cxvii«  The  Ihip  broke  in  many  pieces,  but  t 
fengers  came  all  fafe  to  land,  So  when  the  eye- 
break,  the  fpeech  is  laid,  the  laft  pulfe  beats,  I 
breath  is  drawn,  the  foul  elcapes,  and  gets  fafea>xi 
of  the  troubleforae  fea  of  this  world,  into  Imm; 
Jand.  Now  there  is  a  twofold  gain  or  benefit 
the  fouls  of  believers  receive  at  death,  namcl] 
fcclion  in  holinefs^^  and  immediate  entering  into 

Jtirfi^  Perfection  in  holinefs,  Heb.  xXu  23. 
fpirits  of  juji  men  made  perfe£l.  In  regencrati 
elect  get  a  new  nature,  which  is  a  holy  nature, 
i.  4.  but  much  of  the  old  nature  ftill  remains. 
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Aitl  it  hangs  about  the  bdiever^  Sometimes  he 
his  feet  Qi>  the  neek  of  his  lufts,  but  they  rife 
gain  upon  him  :  therefore  he  is  never  in  fafety  to 
lOwn  his  watch,  or  to  lay  by  the  fword  of  the 
it.  The  fpiritual  bands  are  never  quite  off  here  ; 
then  it  will  be  faid,  Loofe  bim  and  let  him  go.  At 
h  the  faints  fliall  be  free, 

.)  From  all  corfimiffion  of  fin,  Rev.  xxi,  27.    la 
earthly  paradife  fin  was  found,  there  Adam  broke 
^hole  law ;  but  into  the  heavenly  paradife  no  fia 
enter.     Not  a  vain  thought  fhall  ever  go  through 
liever's  heart  more  ;  there  fhall  be  no  more  temp- 
m  to  fin,  nor  the  leafl  inclination  to  it. 
I.)  From  the  very  inbeing  of  fin.     The  body  of 
h  fiiall  go  out  with  the  death  of  the  body^  and 
I  fhall  the  defire  be  anfwered.  Who  Jhall  deliver  me 
1  the  body  of  this  death  ?    Sin's  reigning  power  is 
£en  in  fandtification  ;  yetit  ftill  abides  as  a  trouble* 
t  gueft  ;  but  at  death  it  is  plucked  up  by  the  roots* 
{ like  the  houfe  under  the  law  infected  with  the 
ofy,  for  the  removal  of  which  the  flones  were  car- 
away into  an  unclean  place, 
{.)  From  a  poffibility  pf  finning.  Rev.  iii.  12.  JUm 
overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my 
,  and  he  Jhall  go  no  more  out*.     The  firfl  man  in  pa- 
fe,  yea  the  angels  in  heaven  till  they  were  con- 
ed, were  but  as  reeds  liable  to  be  fhaken  with  the 
d  of  temptations,  as  the  doleful  event  made  ap- 
r.    But  by  death  putting  an  end  to  the  believer's 
bationary  life,  he  becomes  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of 
I,  which  can  never  more  be  moved. 
•  In  the  arrival  of  their  holinefs  at  the  higheft 
h  they  are  capable  of,  Eph,  iv,  13.     Now  every 
ere  foul  has  a  perfeftion  of  holinefs  in  refpecl  of 
parts  thereof;  they  are  like  little  children  who 
c  all  the  parts  of  a  man,  but  none  of  them  grown 
heir  utmoft  pitch.     But  then  they  will  have  a  per- 
ion  of  degrees^  anfwering  to  the  holy  law  in  ail 
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points,  like  men  who  are  come  to  their  full  grt 
Sincerity  fliall  then  be  turned  to  legal  perfection. 

(i.)  Tticir  underilandings  fball  be  perfectly  illai 
nated,  I  Cor.  xiii.  12.  For  noio  "Wc  fee  through  a^a^t 
darkly  ;  but  then  face  to  face :  now  I  know  in  fart ;  but 
then  fball  I  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known.  There  fluS 
then  be  no  more  complaints  of  weaknefs  of  koov- 
ledge  in  them  who  in  their  life  were  the  weakell  of 
all  laints.  There  fliall  not  be  the  leafl  remaiiis  of 
darknefs  there,  but  a  full  funlhine  (hail  be  in  them. 

(2.)  Their  wills  fliall  be  perfediy  upright,  fo  tbit 
they  fliall  wiH  nothing  but  what  is  good,  and  tliit 
without  the  leafi  bias  to  the  other  fide,  Rev.  xxi.  a;  ' 
A  perfect  conformity  (hall  then  be  betwixt  God's 
and  theirs,  without  the  leaft  poffible  jarring,  1  Ji 
iii.  2. 

(3.)  The  executive  faculty  fliall  Jien  perfectly 
fwer  their  will,  readily  and  with  all  imaginable 
and  delight,  Matth.  vi.  10.  Now  the  believer  is  oft 
in  the  d;irk,  he  knows  not  what  to  do.  Sometlma 
when  lie  knows  his  duty,  he  has  no  will  to  it;  there 
is  a  great  averlion  and  b;ickwardnefs  that  he  has  to 
ftrive  with.  Offimes  when  he  would  fain  do  it,  be 
cannot,  Matth.  xxvi.  -ji.  The  fpirit  indeed  is  ■wllliii^, 
but  the  flejh  is  weak.  J3ut  then  there  Ihall  be  no  more 
fuch  inipotency  ;  he  will  be  able  to  do  whatever  he 
will,  and  will  nothing  but  what  is  good. 

Secondly,  Immediate  entering  into  glory.  As  Pbi* 
raoh's  jailor  opening  the  prifon-dcor  to  the  butler,  let 
him  out  into  the  court ;  fo  death  letting  the  foul  out 
of  the  body,  it  goes  to  glory.  Chiill  faid  to  the  thief 
on  the  crofs,  This  day  jhalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradijt, 
Luke  ssiii,  43.  So  death  is  to  them  the  beginoiitt 
of  an  immortal  life  ;  a  flrait  entry  by  which  they 
out  into  the  heavenly  par-idiCe;  the  fliip  by 
they  aie  tianfported  into  Immancel's  land. 
coulidcr, 

I.  'ihe  glory  they  enter  into.      They  pafs 
death  i:itu. 


-ginnioft 
y  wii«H 
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l/f,  A  glorious  place,  namely,  heaven,  the  feat  of 
the  blefledy  2  Cor.  v.  i.  It  is  Chrifl's  Father's  houfe, 
irhere  their  room  is  ready  for  them,  when  they  have 
no  more  place  on  earth,  John  xiv.  2 .  In  my  Fat  her*  s 
boufe^  fays  Ghrift,  are  many  mansions :  I  go  to  prepare 
m  place  for  you.  The  place  which  has  no  need  of  the 
(iiQ  andjmoon,  bat  the  glory  of  God  hghtens  it,  Rev. 
Kxi*  33.  Behold  the  outfide  befpangled  with  fun, 
mooOy  and  flars ;  how  glorious  muft  it  be  within  ? 

^dlf^  A  glorious  fociety,  namely,  the  fociety  of  o- 
ihcr  laints  gone  before  them,  the  general  ajfembly  and 
thurch  of  the  firjl-horn  which  are  written  in  heaven^  Heb. 
Kit*  23. ;  the  fociety  of  the  holy  angels,  ib  ;  the  fo- 
ciety of  the  glorious  Mediator,  his  Father,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  even  the  blefled  Trinity,  John  xvii.  24.  Heb. 
icii.  23.  24.  It  is  a  glorious  fociety  they  are  admitted 
into. 

jrf/y,  A  glorious  ftate.  This  is  the  houfe  in  the  hea^ 
vens^  eternal  J  net  made  with  hands  ^  2  Cor.  v.  i.  It  is  a 
glorious  ftate  the  foul  enters  into,  a  glory  God  put$ 
bn  the  fouls  of  believers  when  out  of  the  body.  It  is 
what  eye  hath  not  ileen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it 
entered  intq  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;  it  is  what 
we  cUnnot  make  language  of.  It  is  a  ftate  of  reft  and 
perfect  blcffedncfs. 

2.  That  they  immediately  after  death  pafs  into  it, 
md  do  not  abide  any  where  elfe,  and  fleep  until  the 
day  of  judgement,  as  fome  profane  men  would  have 
It,  is  clear.     For, 

(i .)  Scripture-inftances  plead  this.  So  to  the  thief 
3n  the  crofs  it  was  faid.  This  day  Jhalt  thou  be  with  me 
\n  paradife^  Luke  xxiii.  43.  So  of  Lazarus  it  is  fiid, 
that  he  was  carried  by  the  angels  into  Abraham  s  bofom^ 
Luke  xvi.  2  2.  And  if  it  be  a  parable,  as  moft  likely  it  is, 
it  is  the  more  full  to  the  purpole.  And  there  is  the  fame 
rcafoa  for  all  the  faints  as  for  one,  they  being  all  as 
ready  at  death  as  ever  they  will  be,  workiog-time 
For  preparation  being  then  over,  John  ix.  4. 

(2.)  There  is  no  middle  ftate ;  but  when  the  fiints 

\oi.ll.  Y  y 
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put  off  the  boJ;-,  they  put  on  glory,  a  Cor.  v.  (.  j. 
When  they  are  abfenl  from  the  body,  they  are  prtftnt 
with  the  Lord,  vcr.  8.  When  they  depart,  they  ire 
•with  Cbriji,  Phil.  i.  25.  When  they  die,  ihey  ealir 
into  peace  and  reft.  If.  Ivii.  i,  the  rejl  rsmaining  for  thi 
fctple  of  God,  Heb.  iv.  9. 

(3.)  Laftly,  The  contrary  dncirine  is  utterly  incoD* 
fiftent  with  the  blefled  ftate  the  fcriptuve  afciibei  to 
believers  afijr  death.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Bkfpd are  ihtdtai 
ivbich  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henciforih :  Tea^  faith  tbt 
Hpiril,  that  they  may  rejl  from  their  labours.  And  it  is 
inconlitlent  with  bL'lievcrs  their  defire  of  death,  that 
they  m:iy  be  with  Chriil  in  glory,  c  Cor.  v.  i. ;. 
Phih  i.  25.  What  was  to  make  Paul  in  that  fttajl! 
if  he  could  not  be  with  Chrifl;  before  the  gencid 
judgement,  he  would  have  chofe  rather  to  have  lived 
lill  then,  that  he  niight  have  been  with  him  in  fome 
fort,  than  to  have  died. 

SEcoNDtY,  In  refpeci  of  their  bodies  death  is  gajiii 
They  mu!t  lie  down  in  a  ^rave  ;  but  death, 

1.  Cannot  iinrm  thcin,  nor  bring  them  to  any  real 
lofs  to  be  hinitiitcd.     For, 

(r.)  Their  dead  bodies  are  ftill  united  to  rhifti, 
Thiicgli  it  fcpamte  their  iiiuis  from  their  bodies,  it 
cannot  feparate  them  from  Clirift,  even  every  part  of 
ihcir  body  from  another,  i  TluJI.  iv.  j^.  They 
;ire  members  of  Chriil  ftlll,  though  in  a  jjiave,  RoBIj 
viii.  \  r.  Our  friend  Lazarus  is  dead,  fjij  Clirift. 

(;.)  TliL-y  cannot  be  held  tliere  for  ever.  It  ts 
till  the  rcfiirveclion,  Job  xix,  26,  The  Taints  dufti 
precious,  locked  up  in  the  grave  as  a  cibinet,  tilldll 
J.ord  h:ivc  further  ufe  fur  it.  Ihey  are  his  preciwni 
Jtiiif,  tliat  lie  mellowing  in  the  grave,  and  lipenitf 
for  a  i^hirious  reiurrcction, 

2.  It  is  real  gala  Lo   lliem,  in   rcfpc(^    their  grai 
are  the  places  of  ihuir  left  ;  not  ihtir  prifim,  but  tlw 
beds  of  reft,   '.vhcreia  th.-y  ars  to  reft  till  the  morning 
of  the  rel'uricction.     '1  ho  ibid  is  the  man,  and  it 
joys  tbeglory  of  heaven  ;  mcau  while  Lhc  boiiv  nrl 
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the  grave,  where  it  will  enjoy  a  profound  and  tranquil 
repofe^  till  it  be  united  10  the  ibul  at  the  time  when 
the  dead  in  Chrift  (hall  rile  iy^rn  their  long  flecp. 

IL  I  conoe  to  fhew  how  death  comes,  to  be  gain  to 
them*    It  is  a  reft, 

1.  From  all  the  ordinary  tioubles  and  afHidions  of 
thblife.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  forecited. 

2.  From  all  perfccutions  and  hardfliips  from  men 
for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  Job  viii,  17.  There  the  wicked 
(cafe  from  troubling  ;  and  there  the  weary  be  at  rejl. 

1  (hall  conclude  with  a  few  intcrences. 

Inf  I.  Ihat  the  faints  m.iy  be  encouraged  and  ftir- 
rcd  up  to  prefs  after  perfection  ia  ijolinels,  iince  they 
ihall  certainly  obtain  it  at  leng^th,  Phil.  iii.  13.  14. 

«.  The  wicked  Ihall  coijie  to  a  perfection,  lo  to 
fpeak,  in  their  wickedneis,  and  immedialeiy  pais  in- 
to hell,  Luke  xvi.  22.  23, 

3.  There  is  no  purgatory  nor  middle  ftate  betwixt 
jbeaven  and  bell. 

4.  The  toils  and  troubles  of  the  world,  that  find 
'  va^w  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  ihould  not  di (courage 

them,  or  carry  them  oil  thciv  way,  lince  th^y  will  ad 
ioon  have  an  end. 

.5,  There  is  no  reafon  to  mourn  as  thofe  that  have  no 
hope  for  the  death  of  godly  relations,  i  i'heir.  iv.  13. 

6.  Lajlly^  A  dying  day  is  the  beft  day  for  a  be- 
liever mat  is  in  all  iiis  life,  Eccl.  vii.  i.  *  I'ls  their 
xharriage,  home- coming,  and  redemption  d^y. 
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Hebrews  xi.  ^5. 
T/^j/  they  might  obtain  a  better  refurreSlion. 

N   this  chapter  the  apoftle  brings  in  a  cloud  of 
N\icucllcs  10  the  truth  and  excellency  ol  leligiop^ 

X  y  ? 
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and  the  power  of  faith,  fhewing  the  great  things  fatlli 
on  (io,  and  alfo  c:in  fufier.  In  this  verfe  we  have  an 
JRfiancs  cf  each  kind,  (t.)  Faith  got  back  the  dead 
in  the  cafe  of  Elijah  and  the  widow  of  Sarepta's  deid 
fbo,  1  Kings  xvit.  iz,  33.  and  of  Eliiha  and  the  Shu- 
naniitc's  fon,  2  Kings  iv.  35.  36.  Herein  the  fath  of 
the  prophets,  and  the  faith  of  the  women  too,  w» 
nftive,  though  the  former  was  more  llrong  than  the 
Jitter.  (:.)  Faith  made  conftaut  martyrs,  helped 
them  to  bear  moll  cruel  turtures  even  to  death,  re* 
tufing  deliverance  on  IJnful  terras ;  which  feematorfr 
(pcct  the  martyrs  of  the  Jewifh  church  under  Antio- 
chus  Epiphanes.  What  carried  them  up  was  the  failh 
of  3  better  refurreclion.  Hence  two  things  they  hid 
the  iaith  of. 

I.  Of  a  refurrection,  that  there  would  be  a  refm* 
rcction  of  the  body  ;  that  they  and  their  enemies,  anil 
aB  mankind,  alter  death,  would  rile  again. 

;.  Of  a  rcfiirrcciion  for  themfelves  better  than  thit 
dtlivevai.ee  hvva  death,  which  their  enemies  offered 
thcu!.  Tliey  faw  by  an  eye  of  faiih  a  glorious  refu^ 
ULlion  abiding  them  and  all  tlie  people  cf  God,  at- 
tcrtltd  with  lo  many  glorious  benefits  as  might  coun* 
tcibaLnce  their  hc^vielt  iuflerings. 

The  text  afTords  this  doctrine,  viz. 

UocT.  Belin-ers  JI all  obtain  a  refurre^icn  frcm  lU 
dead,  attended -with  fuch  glorious  baufils,  as  the  fail^ 
c/  the  Janie  vioy  animate  tkem  to  endure  the  mcji  tm- 
/vpri»gi  for  Cbrijl, 

Here  1  fhill, 

I.  Touch  a  little  on  the  dcclrine  of  the  rcfcrreclioil 
in  gciicial.  ■ 

II.  Confider  the  tefurrcciion  of  believers,  that  bet« ' 
tcr  and  glorious  refurrection.  ' 

III.  LajUy,  Apply. 

J.  I  Diall  tuuch  a  little  on  the  drflrinc  of  the  rcfui- 
.fciiicn  in  general.     And  1  fliail  flicw,  JJ 
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1.  That  there  (hall  be  a  refurre(?aon  of  the  dead. 
2«  Who  fliall  be  raifed. 

.      3.  What  Ihall  be  raifed. 

4.  The  author  of  the  refurreftion . 

Firft^  I  am  to  fhew  that  there  (hall  be  a  refurrecHoa 
of  the  death.  This  is  a  fandamental  article  of  the 
Chriftian  faith,  the  denying  whereof  is  fubverfive  of 
the  foundation  of  Chridianity,  i  Cor.xv.  13.  14.  But 
if  there  be  no  refurre6iion  of  the  dtad^  then  is  Chriji  not 
.  rifen.  And  if  ChriJI  be  not  rifen,  then  is  our  preaching 
^ain^  and  your  faith  is  alfo  vain*  It  is  a  point  of  faith 
which  we  owe  to  revelation,  that  reafon  mud  aflbnt 
to  as  highly  reafonable  when  propofcd.  Ads  xxvi.  8. 
Two  thuigs  are  the  caufes  of  mens  difbelieving  it,  ig- 
norance of  the  fcripture,  and  the  power  of  God, 
Matth.  xxii.  29.  >  Accordingly  there  arc  two  things 
that  will  clear  it. 

r.  God  is  able  to  raife  the  dead ;  the  refurreftion 
is  within  the  compafs  of  the  almighty  arm.  Man  dy« 
ing,  his  foul  does  not  die  ;  and  though  his  body  be 
difiblved,  it  is  not  reduced  to  nothing ;  if  it  were, 
God  could  make  it  over  again.  But  the  particles 
vrhich  make  up  the  body,  do  remain.     And, 

(i.)  Onanilcience  knows  what  they  are,  and  where 
they  are.  If  the  duft  of  a  thoufdind  generations  were 
junibled  together,  cmnifcience  can  feparate  them. 
"An  expert  gardener  having  a  hundred  different  feeds 
in  his  hand,  can  diilinguiiii  betwixt  feed  and  feed ; 
and  why  not  an  omnifcient  God  betwixt  duft  and  duft? 

(2.)  Infinite  power  can  join  them  all  together  which 
belong  to  one  man's  body,  and  io  make  it  up  what  it 
was,  and  join  the  foul  again  to  the  body  raifed  up, 
Luke  i-  37«  li*^  made  the  world  of  nothing,  and  he 
can  reform  man's  body  of  pre-exiftent  matter.  As 
the  wiichmaker  taket-  dpwn  the  watch,  and  fets  every 
piece  ill  its  proj;er  place  ;  fo  can  God  man's  body. 

2.  God  hiis  poliU'vciy  told  us,  that  he  will  do  it, 
John  w  2?.  2^,  &  VI.  35;.  Acts  iv,  2. 
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Sitendly,  I  proccd  to  fiiew  who  fhall  be  raifcA 
Here  two  things  are  to  be  obferved. 

I.  Thofe  who  fliall  be  alive  at  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
as  they  ihall  not  die,  fo  they  cannot  rife  from  the 
dead.  They  flisll  undergo  a  fudden  change,  whtrc- 
by  the  qualities  of  their  bodies  (hall  be  alteied,  fo  ag 
it  (hall  be  to  them  inftead  of  death  and  refurreflioa, 

1  Cor.  XV.  51.  53. 

s.  All  that  ever  had  hfe  and  died,  men  and  w> 
men,  old  and  young,  godly  and  ungodly,  fliall  rifca- 
gain,  Acts  sxiv.  15.  Rev.  xx.  12.     If  they  once  had 

2  foul  united  to  their  body,  though  the  belly  wa 
their  grave,  they  fiiall  partake  of  this  refurrcdifjo. 
The  fea  and  the  earth  are  God's  ftewards,  which  ihill 
then  be  called  tn  give  back  what  they  got  akeeping. 

Thirdly,  1  Qiall  ihew  what  Ilialt  be  raifed.  The  ielf- 
fame  bodies  for  fubllance  that  died,  Ihall  be  railed  a- 
gain,  though  with  very  diillrent  qualities.  Tet  it 
ihall  be  the  very  fioie  body  that  was  laid  in  the 
grave,  and  not  another.     Fvtr, 

I.  The  fcripture  is  very  plain  for  this.  It  is  this  ctr- 
ruplible  that  puis  on  inCGrruptlon,  and  Ihii  mortal  Csai 
puts  sii  immoriaHly,  1  Cor,  xv.  53,  Though  afttr  Wf 
{kin^  fjys  Job,  tvorms  dejlroy  this  body,  yet  i/i  my 
Jbail  I  fee  God,  Job  xix.  26. 

1.  The  equity  of  the  Judge  requires  it.  An  e^ 
table  judge  does  not  lliirer  one  to  light  and  anotbff 
to  get  the  reward  ;  and  therefore  he  will  utakc  thofe 
btidics  which  are  the  teui|)lcs  ot  grace,  the  temples  of 
glory.  Nay  they  are  Chrift's  iiiembcrs,  and  lb  caa- 
iiot  perifh.  Ncitlier  can  it  be  that  one  body  lin, 
another  fuffer  in  hell. 

3.  The  nature  of  refurrccllon  requires  it;  for  tbl| 
would  not  be  a  rifiug  again,  but  a  new  ciealJo!^ 
Death  is  ilcrp  tn  the  godly,  the  reiurrcclion  ao 
waking,  a  change  of  tlie  vile  body,  Phil.  iii.  2  i. 

Fourlhly,  I  come  now  to  lliew,  who  is  the  author 
pf  t!ie  lelurrcction.  It  is  the  work  of  God  alone,  and 
above  the  fower  of  any  creature  wiiattbev'er. 


Of  Benefits  at  the  RefiirreElion.         3  59 

one  of  thofe  works  that  are  cx)mnion  to  the  Trinity. 
To  the  Father,  i  Cor,  vi.  14,  God  hath  both  raifed  up 
the  L^rdj  and  will  alfo  raifi  up  us  by  his  own  power. 
The  Son,  John  v.  28.  The  hour  is  coming  in  the  which 
all  that  are  in  the  graves  Jhall  hear  his  [^Chrift'sJ  voice. 
The  Holy  Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  11.  If  the  Spirit  of  him 
thai  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead^  dwell  in  you  ;  he  that 
raifed  up  Chrijl  from  the  dead,  fhall  alfo  quicken  your 
mortal  bodies^  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelteth  in  you. 

IL  The  fecond  general  head  is  to  confider  the  rc- 
furredioQ  of  believers,  that  better  and  glorious  re- 
furredion.  And  this  I  fhall  do,  i.  In  itfelf.  2.  In 
its  confequents. 

Fi  RST,  I  fhall  confider  the  refurreclion  of  believers 
in  itfelf.     And  here  I  fhall  fhew, 

1.  Some  things  that  enfure  the  blefled  refurre^ion 
of  believers. 

2.  How  they  fhall  be  raifed. 

3.  In  what  cafe  they  fliall  rife. 

4.  The  particular  qualities  of  their  bodies  at  the  re- 
furredion^ 

Firjlj  I  fhall  take  notice  of  fome  things  that  enfure 
the  bleflcd  refurreclion  of  believers. 

1.  God's  covenant  with  believers,  which  is  wirh 
theif  whole  man,  comprehending  their  bodies  as  well 
as  their  fouls,  which  by  virtue  thereof  are  temples  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  Matth.  xxii.  32.  God  is  not  the  God  of 
the  dead^^  but  of  the  livi?jg. 

2 .  The  end  of  Chrift's  death,  which  was  to  deftroy 
death,  Hof.  xiii.  14.  0  deaths  /  will  be  thy  plagues  ;  O 
grave^  I  will  be  thy  deftrudlion.  How  elie  would  be 
accomplifhcd  his  iVallowing  up  death  in  victory,  if 
death  kept  thofe  th^t  are  his  for  ever  ?  No  ;  this  is 
ihe  laft  enemy,  i  Cor.  xv.  25.  c6.  And  when  the  re- 
liirreclion  comes,  and  not  till  then,  will  that  viclory 
be  complete,  ver.   <^.\, 

3.  I'lie  rcfurreclion  of  Chrift.  He  w.is  the  firft- 
fruits  from  death,  his  people  the  hirvcll  that  muft 
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follow,  I  Cor.  XV.  23.  23.  Tor  as  in  Adam  all  die,  mi 
Jo  in  Chrijl  Jliall  all  be  made  alive.  But  every  man  in  il'/ 
6wn  order  :  Chrij}  the  JirJ}-fruits^  afterward  they  Ibti 
are  Chri/l's  at  his  roming.  He  rofe  as  a  public  pcribn, 
and  fo  has  got  up  above  death  in  tlieir  name,  F.ph.ii. 
6.  Hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and  made  us  Jit  togttbtr 
»«  heavenly  places  tn  Chrifl  Refits. 

4.  Their  union  witii  Chrlft,  Roin.  viii.  11.  fore> 
cited.  He  has  redeemed  their  bodies  as  well  as  their 
fouls,  and  therefore  they  expert  the  redemptioD  rf 
'their  bodies,  Horn.  viii.  2  3,  and  has  united  them  to 
himfclf,  Eph.  v.  30.  Now,  fince  the  head  liveth,  the 
members  Ihall  live  too ;  as  when  the  head  gets  above 
the  waters,  the  members  follow. 

Secondly,  I  am  to  fhew  how  beUe\'ers  ihall  be  rw- 
fed.  The  wicked  ftiall  be  raifed  by  the  power  of  CHiift 
as  a  juft  judge.  The  divine  power  that  flmt  them  up 
in  thegrave  as  in  a  prifon,  will  bring  them  out,  in  o^ 
der  to  their  receiving  the  laft  fcntence,  to  enter  iato 
the  prifon  of  hell. 

But  the  godly  Ihall  be  raifed  by  virtue  of  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift,  that  bond  of  union  betwixt  ChriJl  andtliofc 
blelTed  bodies,  fu  that  it  fliall  be  to  them  as  a  pleafdot 
awakening  out  of  flecp.  As  an  awaking  man  drawl 
Ills  limbs  to  him,  fo  wiil  their  raifed  head  draw  thcni 
to  him  out  of  their  graves,  Rom.  viii.  11. 

Thirdly,  I  fliall  fliew  in  what  cafe  they  fliall  rife, 

1.  H;ippily,  as  riilng  to  life,  eternal  life,  when  0- 
thers  rife  to  tlieir  etcrnul  niin,  Dan.xii.  2.  That  wiH 
be  the  happieft  day  that  ever  their  eyes  faw.  "  The  day 
of  their  death  was  better  than  that  uf  their  birth,  but 
the  day  of  their  refiirreflion  will  be  the  bcft  of  all. 

2.  JuyfuHy,  If.  xxvi.  19.  Awake  and  Jing,  ye  that  • 
dwell  in  dup.  That  is  the  day  wherein  Chnll's  bntle 
rifes  out  ot  her  bed  for  the  marriage.  Jonah  had  * 
joyful  outgoing  from  the  whale's  belly,  Daniel  cut  of 
the  den,  and  Pharaoh's  burlr-r  out  of  the  prifon  :  but 
what  are  aH  thefe  to  the  joys  at  the  rcfiiirei5tion  of 
believers?  Their  rioubta  aiiil  fears  died  and  Uy  doW^j 
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with  them,  but  they  fliall  not  rife  with  them*  When 
the  foul  comes  out  of  heaven,  and  the  body  out  of 
the  grave,  what  a  joyful  meeting  will  there  be  of  the 
Ucued  couple  ? 

3.  Glorioufly,  being  made  like  unto  Chrift's  glori- 
ous body,  Phil,  iii,  2  !•  However  mean  they  were 
while  in  the  worid,  or  ignominioufly  treated  in  life  or 
in  death,  they  fhall  have  a  glorious  refurredlion. 
-  Fourthly^  I  ftiall  fliew  what  Ihall  be  the  particular 
qualities  of  the  bodies  of  believers  at  the  refurrection. 
The  bodies  of  the  faints  fhall  be  raifed, 

I.  Incorruptible  J  i  Cor,  xv.  42.  Now  the  members 
of  their  living  bodies  are  liable  to  corruption,  when 
they  die,  all  putrifying  together;  but  then  they  will 
never  more  be  liable  to  putrefaftion  j  never  more  li- 
able to  ficknefs,  death,  nor  the  leall  pain,  to  wear- 
ing or  wearying.  There  will  then  be  no  outward  vio- 
lence, no  inward  caufe  of  uneaiinefs. 

2  Glorious  J  ver.  43.  The  moft  hard  favoured  faint 
will  outftrip  the  now  greateft  beauty.  The  feat  of  that 
beauty  will  not  be  the  face  only,  but  the  whole  body, 
Matth.  xiii.  43.  There  fliall  be  no  defefts  nor  defor- 
snities  in  thefe  bodies ;  Ifaac  fliall  no  more  be  blind, 
nor  Jacob  hiilt ;  Leah  ftiall  not  be  tender  eyed,  nor 
Mepbibofheth  lame  of  his  legs.  As  the  artificer  melts 
down  the  miihapen  veifel,  and  cafts  it  over  again  in  a 
new  mould  ;  fo  doth  the  Lord  with  the  bodies  of  the 
faints. 

3.  Powerful  and  ftrong,  ib.  There  will  be  no  more 
feeblenefs  and  weaknefs.  The  weak  fliall  be  as  David, 
and  the  houfe  of  David  ftiall  be  as  God#  They  fliall 
be  able  to  bear  out  in  continual  exercife  without  wea- 
rying, and  to  bear  the  weight  of  glory,  which  the 
flefli  and  blood  of  a  giant  would  now  be  too  weak 
for. 

4.  Laftly^  Spiritual^  ver.  44.  That  is,  like  fpirits. 
(i.)  In  that  they  fliall  need  none  of  the  now  necef- 
liry  fupplies  of  nature,  meat,  drink,  &c.  Matth.  xxii. 
30.  full  without  meat,  warm  without  cloath?^  health* 

Vol.  IL  Z  z 
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ful  without  pliyOc.  (s.)  Active  and  nimble  like  fpi- 
rtta.  So  ihey  lh;ilt  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  like 
fo  many  eagles  g.uher  together,  where  the  carcafeis. 
Inf.  I.  Fearful  will  the  doom  of  perfeciitnrs  be. 
(r.)  The  faints  may  be  encouragcu  to  fuffer  for 
Chrill.  (j.)  Faith  and  holinelis  is  the  beil  way  to  beau- 
ty. (4.)  Let  this  alby  the  believer's  fear  of  death, 
Gen,  xlvi.  3.  4.  (5.")  l.et  this  comfort  him  againft 
ficklinefs  of  body  ;  (6.)  and  under  the  death  of  godly 
relations.  (7.)  Rife  fiom  fin,  and  ({loiify  God  with 
your  bodies  and  fuuls- 

Secondly,  We  are  now  to  confider  that  better  re- 
fiiiTeclion  in  the  coniequcnts  thereof,  or  what  flull 
follow  tlicreupon,  tlie  which  the  martyrs  in  this  text 
had  In  their  view. 

Here  I  fliali  Ibew, 

I.  The  confcqucnts  thereof  before  the  judgement. 

S.  At  the  judgement. 

1^.  After  the  iudj^emcnr. 

Flrjl,  I  lliail  (licw  the  eoiifcqucnts  of  this  better  rfr 
funcitio::  btfurc  the  judgement.  There  arc  two 
benefits  which  believers  flull  have  from  Chnft  bft> 
iwixt  Ihc  rcriirrtction  and  the  judj^cmcnt.  We  left 
them  railed  op  nut  of  their  graves  in   J^lnry.      Now, 

I.  They  fh.dl  he  gathered  together  from  ail  comets 
of  the  e;-!rch  by  the  miniliry  of  an;^els,  Matth.  xxiv. 
51.  By  the  glorious  goJpcl  haviog  its  efiicacy  00 
tlicoi,  they  were  feparatcd  from  the  world  in  refpctl 
of  thsir  lljte  and  manner  of  life,  but  ftill  abode  a- 
tnong  them  as  to  their  bodily  prtlence,  and  I  bine  of 
them  at  a  gicat  diii.ince  from  the  rcit :  but  then  ihey 
ihali  rot  only  he  vifibly  diiliuguiilied  from  the  rcpiw 
Iwte  by  the  (hining  gloiy  upon  t!iem,  while  the  face! 
■cf  the  reH:  are  covcicd  with  blackneis ;  but  thefc  far 
oncb  fii.dl  ali  be  g,uhered  together  into  one  giorioitt 
company  out  from  among  the  wiclicd,  Ijy  the  mini* 
iUy  (if  the  holy  angels,  Mattli.  xiii.  48,  49.  1 

7.  While  the  wicked  are  left  on  the  ejrili,  they  flnll   ' 
•be  caught  up  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  L.ord  io  ihci 
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air,  I  Tlicff.  iv.  17.  Thofe  who  are  found  alive,  and 
thofe  who  are  raifed  out  of  their  graves,  (hall  afcend 
lA  one  glorious  body ;  by  what  means,  the  Lord  him« 
iclf  knows ;  but  he  who  made  Peter  walk  on  the  wa- 
ter, can  caufe  them  make  their  way  like  eagles  thro' 
the  air.  And  they  fhall  meet  the  Lord  there,  to  wel- 
come him  at  his  fecond  coming,  while  others  (hull  he 
filled  with  dread  of  the  judge  ;  and  alfo  to  attend  him 
-  Ibr  his  honour,  as  the  angels  alfo  do. 

\Vho  can  fu(iiciently  conceive  the  glory  of  thefe 
benefits,  by  which  their  happinefs  is  fo  far  carried  on  ? 

Secondly^  We  (hall  view  the  confcquents  of  this  re- 
furrecUon  at  the  judgement. 

The. throne  being  erected,  and  the  glorious  m^n, 
Chrift,  the  Judge  of  the  world,  being  fet  down  upon 
it,  and  the  parties  Cifted  before  him  to  be  judged,  the 
wicked  as  well  as  the  godlvj 

1.  The  glorious  company  of  believers  being  fepa- 
ratcd  from  the  black  howliHg  company  of  the  wicked 
jn  that  day,  (hall  be  fct  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Judge,  while  the  wicked  (liall  be  fet  on  his  left  hand, 
Mtittb.  XXV,  32.  33.  They.lhall  then  have  the  moll 
honourable  place :  and  tla?n  will  there  be  a  mii^hty 
turn ;  many  of  the  right  hnnd  men  of  the  worlcfwill 
£fet  the  left  hand,  and  con trari wife. 

2.  T  hey  (hall  be  .openly  acknowledged  by  Jefus 
Chrifi  their  Lord  and  judge,  Matth.  x.  32.     Confider, 

ly?,  What  it  is  for  Chrift  to  acknowledge  them.  It 
is  to  own  them  for  his  own,  to  acknowledge  the  rela- 
tions they  (land  in  to  him,  Mai.  iii.  17,  They  Jhall  be 
mhiCj  i.  e.  owned  to  be  fo.  To  the  wicked  he  will 
fay,  h^  knows  them  not  /  he  will  rcjeft  all  their  preten- 
iiuus  to  him  :  but  as  for  believers,  he  will  own  and 
acknowledge  them  in  ail  the  relations  wherewith 
ftiith  invclted  them  ;  he  will  acknowledge  the  fair 
company  for  his  contracl^d  (poufe,  his  children,  his 
members,  even  them,  and  every  one  of  them. 

%dly^  How  he  wlU  ackno.vicdge  them  then^    Hc^ 
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Wil  do  it  openly,  mod  publicly  and  openly.  ConE* 
der  here, 

(i.)  Our  'Lord  Jefiis  acknowledges  all  that  arehij, 
even  now  in  this  life,  not  only  in  his  own  breaft,  by 
looking  on  them  as  his ;  but  before  his  Father,  in 
■whofe  prefence  he  appears  making  iaterceiSon  for  them 
as  his  own,  John  xvii,  9.  10.  He  does  it  alfo  by  the 
teftimony  ot  his  Spirit  to  their  fonfliip,  Rom.  viii.  ifi, ; 
by  the  feal  of  his  own  image  fet  upon  them,  and  by 
many  fignal  appearances  ot  his  providence  for  thcOi 
But, 

(s.)  He  will  then  acknowledge  them  in  a  quite  o- 
ther  and  open  maniR'r,  before  many  witncfll-s,  fo  a 
men  and  devils  fli^U  be  obhged  to  underftand,  ihii 
thefe  are  they  whom  the  King  no  the  ihrone  delights 
to  honour.  He  will  do  it  before  his  Father,  and  the 
angels  of  heaven.  Rev.  iii.  5.  in  effect  faying  to  his 
Father,  Behold  me,  and  the  child'en  thou  hajt  given  m. 
He  will  acknowledge  theni  in  their  own  he.iring,  and 
the  hearing  of  all  the  world,  MaCth.  xxv.  34. 

3.  They  Jhall  be  openly  acquitted  by  the  Lord  ia 
that  day,  by  the  fentence  folemnly  palTed  in  their  fi- 
vour,  whereby  alfo  they  are  adjudged  to  life,  Matth. 
xxv.  34.  Ccwe,  ye  bleffl'd  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  k\n%- 
dom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  wsrU. 
Con  fid  er  here, 

]_/?,  What  they  fliall  be  acquitted  from,  TheyfliaD 
be  acquitted  from  all  the  guilt  of  all  tiieir  fins,  and 
tor  ever  difcharged  from  ail  punifliment  foi-  them, 
jifts  iii.  19.  The  mouths  of  all  accufeis  ilia!I  be  fi- 
nally ftopt,  and  the  white  ftone  ihall  then  be  givcp  in 
a  way  ol  eminency. 

zdly.  Are  they  not  acquitted  now?  Yes,  they  arj 
in  the  iirft  moment  of  believing  acquitted  of  die  guilt 
of  eternal  v,*rach  for  ever,  Rom.  viii.  i.  and  on  theif 
frcfti  application  to  tht  blood  of  Chrilt  for  th^ir  after 
fins,  they  likewifc  are  blotted  out.  Forgive  us  our  debtSt 
^s,  'vue  frgivs  our  detlors.    And  at  death  tiiey  get  tfaar 
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acquittance  too,  Heb.  ix.  27.  Yet  at  the  general 
judgement  they  are  2Lcquitted  likewife. 

3d//jf,  Wherein  doth  their  acquittance  now  and  at 
thut  day  agree  and  differ  ? 

(i,)  They  agree  [i.]  In  the  fubftance  of  the  acquit- 
tance, which  is  the  fame  now  and  hereafter,  from  the 
guilt  of  fin,   and  puniQmient  thereof,     [2.]  In  the 

ground  of  it ;  it  proceeds  in  both  upon  the  merits  of 
hrift,  Eph.  i.  7,  and  not  on  works,  which  arc 
brought  in  at  the  lad  day  as  evidences  of  their  faith, 
sot  as  caufes  of  their  juftification. 

(2.)  They  differ  [i.J  In  refpeft  of  opennefs.  Now 
they  are  acquitted  in  the  world,  Rom.  viii,  i.  where 
yet  they  have  much  ado  to  read  it  fometimes ;  in 
their  own  confciences,  i  John  iii.  21.  which  they 
themf^lves  only  can  underltand ;  but  then  from  the 
throne,  in  the  prefence  of  angels  and  men.  [2!]  In  re- 
fpecl  of  affurance  and  comfort.  Of  the  former  a  be- 
liever may  doubt,  but  not  of  the  latter.  [3.]  In  re- 
Ipecl  of  fulnefs.  In  the  laft  day  they  are  acquitted 
from  all  effedls  of  iin  whatfoever,  their  bodies  being 
raifed,  never  to  die  more,  and  joined  to  their  fouls, 
never  to  be  feparated  more :  but  not  fo  in  the  former. 

^thlyj  Why  ihall  they  be  openly  acknowledged  and 
acq.uitted  at  the  iail  day  ?   He  will  do  it, 

(i.)  To  wipe  off  with  his  own  fair  hand,  all  the 
foul  afperfions,  which  the  hypocrites  and  profane  did 
caft  upon  them  in  this  world,  If.  Ixvi.  5.  Many  a 
time  the  Lord's  dcarett  children  are  made  to  lie  among 
the  pots,  blackened  with  ill  names,  reproaches,  &c^ 
But  then  they  ihall  be  like  doves  whofe  wings  are  cover* 
td  withfxlver^  and  their  feathers  with  yellow  gold* 

(2.)  To  give  them  a  reward  of  grace,  for  cheir  con* 
fcmng  of  him  before  the  world,  cleaving  to  his  truths 
and  ways,  in  the  mid  ft  of  an  adulterous  generation, 
^nd  their  not  fuftaining  to  deny  him  on  whatever 
temptations,  Matth.  x.  32.  Wbofoever  fiall  confefs  me 
^efore  men,  him  will  I  confefs  alfo  before  my  Father  which 
iV  in  b^aven^  Compare  ?.  Tini.  ii.  iz.Ifwe  deny  him,  h'^ 
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alf»  will  deny  vs.     The  prnfpefl  of  this  made  ttc  mar- 
tyrs cleave  to  him  in  the  face  of  cruel  deaths. 

(j.)  To  feal  the  eud  of  all  their  own  doubts,  jci-   , 
loulies,    and  fears,  i  Cor.  iv.  4.     Many  a  time  itisi 
queltion  -with  the  believer,    whether  he  belongs  to   < 
Chrift  or  not :  even  when  he  has  in  all  (inccrity  em- 
braced the  covenant,  yet  thefe  like  fo  many  ghofis 
haunt  him.     No  doubt  by  th^it  time  they  uill  all 
begone,  but  by  this  acknowledgement:  their  departure  t 
will  be  fealed.  j 

(^.)  For  the  increafe  of  their  joy,  and  the  fbunc  flf  ] 
their  enemies,  If.  Ixvi.  5.  ] 

4.  They  fliall  be  adjudged  to  cverlafting  life,  and  ' 
folemnly  invited  to  enter  to  the  poffefllon  ot  the  king-  ' 
dom,  Matth.  xxv.  34.  Come  ye,  &c.  in  which  eveiy  ' 
word  has  a  weight  of  glory. 

5.  Lajlly,  Tliey  beinfr  themfelves  abfolved,  (hall  be 
hoiioured  to  •e  Chrift's  afll'ffors  in  judging  of  the  J 
wicked,    I  Cor.,vi,  2.  Do  ye  not  know  that   the  fymtl 
Jhatl  judge  the  wtrldf    They  fh;dl  judge  them   by  vnj 
cf  cumuiunion  with  Cliriil  their  head,   this  work  be- 
ing a  pjrt  of  the  Mediator's  honour  redounding  to  ill 
his  niembers  :  By  way  of  approbatiiiu  of  the  Jiidge'l' 
fentciice  againil   them,  faying  Amen  to  tiie  doom  of 
the   wicked,    even    the  g"d!y  paient   to    tliat  of  tJiC  ; 
wicked  child,  the  holy  hidband  to  that  of  the  unholy  1 
wife,  &i.  Uev.  xix.  i.  3.  See  Uev.  iii.  2  i. 

Thirdly,  We  (hall  coniider  the  consequents  of  the 
refurrecLion  after  the  judgement.  Believers  fhiilbe 
made  perfectly  hkC-d  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  Go^l 
to  all  eternity.     Here  I  (hall  lliew, 

1.  Whirein  pcrlect  bk-Uedneis  lies, 

2.  What  loLil!  make  believers  perfccliy  bleired.         i^ 
I.  I  am  to  flievv  wherein  pericd  blclli-dneis  lies.  It- 

^ics  in  two  things.  ^ 

\Jl,  Freedom  perfectly  from  all  evil  whatfoevCfi' 
whether  of  fin  or  milay.  'llins  blcOed  fhall  believcid 
lie  then,  perleclly  free  iruni  iin,  Eph.  v.  27.  and  ircS' 
from  lufTwii.'!^  any  manner  of  w;iy,  Uev.  xxi.  ^.       A 
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^dly^  Full  fatisfaftion  to  all  the  defircs  of  the  foul, 
Phil.  xvK  II.'  Their  defines  fhall  be  fully  fatisficd, 
they  fliall  have  that  beyond  which  they  can  crave  no 
more.  For  where  there  is  any  want,  there  can  be  no 
pcrfe6l  bleflednefs. 

a.  I  am  to  (hew  what  Ihall  make  them  thus  perfeft- 
ly  Uefled.  It  is  the  enjoyment  of  God.  They  fhall 
luve  his  glorious  preience  with  them.  Rev.  xxi.  j. 
They  fhaU  fee  him  as  he  is,  i  John  iii.  2.  the  man 
Chiift  with  their  bodily  eyes,  and  the  invifible  God 
with  the  eyes  of  their  minds,  called  the  beatific  vifion, 
the  moft  perfect  knowledge  of  God  which  the  crea- 
.  Cure  is  capable  of.  They  fhall  be  knit  to  him  glori- 
oufly.  Rev.  xxi.  3.  juft  quoted.  Love  then  will  be 
at  its  height.  And  they  fhali  enjoy  him  to  their  full 
happinefs. 

•  (1.)  Immediately ;  not  in  the  ufe  of  means  and  or- 
dinances, but  there  they  fit  down  at  the  fountain-- 
head,  Rev.  xxi.  22. 

(2.)  Fully  ;  God  will  with-hold  nothing  of  himfelf 

from  them :  they  fhall  be  fHnted  to  no  meafure  but 

what  their  own  capacity  makes ;  and  in  him  they 

fhall  liave  what  will  latisfy  all  their  defires. 

\        (3.)  Laftly^   Eternally,  i  Theff.  iv.  17.  So  jhall  we 

tver  be  v>rth  the  Lord. 
1        I  conclude  this  fubjec):  with  a  few  inferences. 

Inf.  I.    Come  out  now  from  among  the  wicked 
world.     A  feparation  there  will  be  betwixt  the  godly 
and  the  wicked.     If  it' be  in  your  favour,  it  will  be- 
gin now.     Leave  them  now,  if  ye  would  not  be  left 
.    with  them  atter  the  refurrcftion. 

2.  Beware  of  rafh  judging  thofe  that  have  any  line- 
aments of  Chrift's  image  upon  them.  Ye  may  judge 
and  condemn  the  evil  anions  of  the  bell  of  men,  if 
ye  be  furc  from  the  word  that  they  are  evil.  But,  O 
.  my  foul,  enter  not  into  the  fecret  of  thofe  who  pre- 
fumptuouQy  take  upon  them  to  judge  mens  flate, 
Iiearts,  and  conicicnccs,  upon  flips  of  human  infirmi« 
fy  and  wcaknefs. 
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3.  Let  none  be  afhamed  to  own  Chrifl  and  fiis 
truths  and  ways  before  the  world,  rememberinj;  that 
the  day  conicth  in  which  he  will  confefs  thofe  that 
confefs  him,  and  deny  thofe  that  deny  him. 

4.  Though  the  day  of  judgement  be  aa  awful 
thought,  it  will  be  a  happy  day  to  believers,  as  they 
•will  then  be  for  ever  delivered  from  ail  moral  and  pe- 
nal evils,  and  admkted  into  the  gre^teft  feiicity  io 
the  enjoyment  of  their  God  and  Redeemer  for  ever. 

5.  That  there  is  no  true  happinefs  till  we  come  to 
the  enjoyment  of  God,  nor  full  happinefs  till  we  ar- 
rive at  the  full  enjoyment  of  him. 

6.  Lafily^  Miferable  is  now,  and  at  the  refurrecHou 
will  be  the  ftate  of  the  wicked,  where  the  reverfeof 
all  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  will  be  found,  and  thit 
in  the  moll  dreadful  manner.  Let  us  then  all  feekto 
be  found  among  thofe  who  fhall  be  partakers  of  tbe 
better  and  glorious  refurredion. 


Of  the  Duty  which  God  requireth  of  Man. 

I  Samuel  xv.  2  2 . 
And  Sammlfaid,  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burfit- 
cfferiu^s  and  facrificti,  as  in.  obeying  the  -uoice  of  tbt 
Lord? 

TH  I  S  text  is  a  reproof  given  to  one  that  woKl 
crown,  teaching  him,  that  though  he  was  If- 
rael's  fovereign,  he  was  God's  fubjecl.  Saul  had  been 
fcnt,  by  God's  esprefs  commiind,  on  an  cxpeditioa 
againft  the  Amalckitcs,  with  a  folemn  charge  utterly 
to  deflroy  all  that  they  had.,  ond  fpnre  them  not ;  butU 
flay  both  man  and  •woman,  tnfunt  and  fuckling,  o,v  dffj- 
Jhsep^t  camel  and  afi,  ver.  3.  The  expedition  vni- 
crowned  with  iiicccfs.  Saul  having  dertroyed  all  ttw 
people,  took  Agiig  their  king  prilbner,  and  fived  the 
befl,  of  the  cattle  ;  and  when  quarrelled  by  Samuel  ^ 
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this  his  partial  obedience  to  the  heavenly  mandate,  he 
psetended  that  the  people  had  fpared  the  ilieep  and  ox- 
en, which  had  been  devoted  to  deftrudion  as  well  as 
the  people,  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord  in  Gilgal.  The 
words  of  the  text  contain. Samuel's  anfwer  to  this  fil- 
ly apology  :  Hath  the  Lord,  fays  he,  as  great  delight 
in  burnt-offerings  and  facrijices^  as  in  obeying  thi  voice  of 
the  Lcrrf?  inipprtingj  that  obedience  to  the  voice  and 
will  of  God  is  more  acceptable  to  him  than  all  the  fa- 
crifices  in  the  world. 

In  the  words  we  may  notice,  i.  The  duty  which 
God  requires  of  man  ;  which  is  obedience.  This  is  re- 
quired of  man,  of  all  men,  rulers  and  ruled :  thofe 
whom  others  muft  obey,  muft  obey  God,  '^.  What 
they  are  to  obey ;  the  voice  of  the  Lord^  whereby  he 
manifefts  his  will :  it  is  his  revealed  will,  whatever 
way  he  is  pleafed  to  notify  it  to  them.  Hence  obedi- 
ence in  the  text  is  cdXled  heariening  ;  the  foul  firft  re- 
ceiving the  knowledge  of  God's  mind,  and  then  com- 
plying with  it.  3.  The  excellency  and  eminency  of 
this  duty,  (i.)  God  delights  in  it.  (2.)  All  other 
things  muft  yield  to  it,  but  it  to  none.  Burnt-offer^ 
ings  and  facrifices,  even  the  fat  of  them^  are  nothing 
iD  comparifon  of  this^ 

The  text  affords  the  following  doiflrinej  viz. 

DocT.  "  The  duty  which  God  requireth  of  man, 
**  is  obedience  to  his  revealed  will.** 

Ip  difcourfing  from  this  dodtrine,  I  (hall, 

I.  Explain  it  ^  and,  \ 

II.  Deduce  a  few  inferences  for  applications 

h  For  explication,  let  us  confidqr  the  duty  which 
nian  owes  to  God,  of  whom  he  requires  it,  the  rul*' 
if  it,  the  properties  of  it,  and  on  what  accounts  \^c 
we  it. 

I^Jrfl^  Let  us  confider  the  duty  which  man  owes 
pro  God..  That  is  obedience.  We  are  in  a  ftate  of 
ibjeclion  to  God.    He  is  our  fuperior,  and  his  wi!l 

Vol.  II.  3  A 
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we  are  to  obey  in  all  thinj^^.  He  is  our  King, 
we  mufl  objy  iiiin  as  liis  fubjccls,  by  coniplying 
all  his  l^dtLttifs  and  ordinances.  He  is  our  Father 
\vc  muii  lliew  hiiii  all  lefpect,  revcicnce,  and 
tion,  as  his  dutiful  cliiktrcn.  ,  He  is  our  Lord  and 
iier,  and  we  muft  yield  hiin  the  moil  chcarful  ant 
limited  fervice,  as  is  our  reafbnable  duty.  He  i 
luprcrae  I^iwgiver,  and  we  inuU  receive  the  la 
his  mouth,  every  l.tw  and  precept,  every  ordir 
that  is  ftamped  with  his  authority,  whatever  is  i 
fcribcd  with  a  77>«j  faith  the  Lord,  readily  obcyii 

Secondly,  Let  us  cunlidcr  of  whom  the  Lord  reo 
this  duty,  CW  every  man  without  exception,  ca 
of  knowing  his  will,  'liie  greateft  are  as  fjft  b 
to  this  obedience  as  tlie  meancit,  the  poor  as  w 
\he  rich,  Pagans  as  well  as  Chriftiana,  kings  as 
as  {"ubjecls.  No  man  can  be  free  from  this  dutVi 
than  he  can  be  aGod  to  himfelf.  Not  a  fon  orda 
tcr  fprung  fiom  Adam  can  plead  an  exemption 
this  duly  of  obeying  ilie  will  of  the  J^ord.  It  i 
eafy  yoke  wieathcd  upon  the  necks  of  all,  andi 
poted  on  them  by  an  iiidi (pen fable  law. 

7lmdly^  Ixt  us  confider  tlie  rule  of  that  obedit 
It  is  the  will  of  God.  His  will  is  oui'  I'lipremc 
Not  the  fccret  will  of  God  j  for  thit  which  Gd 
ver  revealed  to  man,  cannot  be  his  rule  ;  but  ^ 
veiled  wilt  of  God,  D^ut.  xxix.  29.  The  ficretd 
hehnu  unto  the  Lord  our  God;  but  thuje  things  wbiii 
revealed,  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children.  Mea  ' 
fulfil  the  fccrct  will  of  God  and  det'rmmation  o( 
])rovidence,  and  be  deeply  guilty,  as  wc  fee  the  J 
did  in  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  Acts  ii.  13. 
der  the  guilt  of  which  hainous  lin  that  people  gi 
to  thi'i  day.  But  conformity  to  God's  revealed  wi 
our  duty.  Whatever  is  revealed  in  tiic  facrcdfi 
tures  as  the  will  of  God,  whether  relating  to? 
man  is  to  believe  or  what  he  is  to  praiftifc,  ist 
pciibiiiKd  and  done,  and  that  at  our  peril. 
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Fourthly^  Let  us  coniider  the  properties  of  this  obe- 
dience which  God  requires  of  man, 

I.  It  is  fincere  obedience  to  his  will.  Hence  David 
jays,  I  was  upright  before  him^  PfaL  xviii.  23.  Hypo- 
critical obedience  may  pleaie  men,  but  not  God  the 
Searcher  of  hearts.  It  was  tlie  commendation  of  the 
obedience  of  the  Romans,  that  they  obeyed  from  the 
heart  that  form  of  doctrine  which  was  delivered  themj 
Kom.  vi,  17.  That  facrifice  that  wants  the  heart,  will 
never  be  accepted  on  God's  altar.  God  weiglis  not 
the  aflFcclions  of  his  people  to  him  by  their  adions,  fo 
much  as  their  actions  by  their  aflFectio  is,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Abraham's  oiOfering  up  Ifaac,  Heb.  xi.  17.  in  that 
of  the  Ifraelites  offering  to  go  into  the  promifed  land, 
Numb.  xiv.  40.  compared  with  ver.  42.  44.  wJiich 
was  an  act  of  downright  difobedience  to  the  command- 
ment of  the  Lord  notified  to  them  by  Mofes,  All  o- 
bcdiencCt  without  uprightnefs  or  fincerity,  is  a  mere 
counterfeit,  an  empty  pretence,  which  will  be  rejected 
with  abbonence. 

2t  It  muft  be  conftant  obedience.  We  muft  l^eep 
God's  lav^  continually^  jor  ever  and  ever^  as  the  plaJniiit 
refolved  to  do,  Pfal,  cxix.  44.  Man  is  ever  doing 
famething,  yet  he  mult  always  abide  within  the 
hedge  of  the  law*  Our  obedience  to  God  is  all  wrong 
vvhen  it  comes  only  by  fits,  as  heat  in  an  ague,  or  is 
broke  off  like  thofe  that  go  to  (ea  for  pleafure,  who 
come  aihore  when  the  llorm  rifes,  God  is  unchange- 
able, and  we  mufl  be  condant  and  fteady  in  obeying 
bis  will;  at  no  time  daring  to  ac):  contrary  to  it^ 

3.  It  muft  be  tender  obedience.  We  muft  abjluin 
from  all  appearance  of  evil,  i  1  hciH  v.  22,  We  inulfc 
biite  even  the  garment  fp^^^ed  with  the  fl^^  J'Jde  23. 
We  muft  not  rub  on  this  hedge,  nor  come  too  near 
the. borders  of  wickednefs,  We  h^ve  to  do  with  -x 
jealous  God,  whom  whoriili  looks  will  oftead,  £zck, 
irt.  g.  Wc  cannot  be  too  nice  in  obedience.  We  mult 
lat,  in  order  to  pra<Jlice,  examine  whether  it  be  \ 
4vtie  or  a  great  lin.     All  fuch  diftinclions  are  hi^hly^ 

3  A  ^ 
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cilminal,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  difpofitjon  of  the 
perfon  of  a  tender  heart,  who  hates  every  fin  of  every 
kind,  whether  j;reat  or  I'mall,  the  wicked  acl  as  well 
as  the  wicked  thought.  A  lender,  a  relenting  heart, 
a  hert  afraid  of  lin,  and  cautious  of  the  leaft  wrong 
thoug'it  or  aft,  is  that  which  God  requires,  and  the 
obedience  refulting  from  it  is  the  tender  obedience 
here  retjuir^d. 

4.  It  mnft  be  ready,  obedience,  like  that  of  thofeof 
wbom  tlie  plul'iiill  fpeaks,  J'  foon  as  they  hear  ef  m, 
thty  Jhall  obey  me,  Pfal.  xviii.  44.  We  muft  do,  and 
not  delay  ;  but  be  like  the  g«od  David,  who  iui,  I 

-  made  bafte  and  delayed  net  to  keep  thy  cemmandnierit, 
!Pfil.  cxix.  60.  M^e  arc  not  to  difpute,  but  obej; 
TiBt  lo  confer  lu'itb  Jlefb  and  blood.  Gal.  i.  16.  It  wis 
Jonah's  fm  that  he  did  not  readily  comply  ;  and  itwii 
Abraham's'  commendation,  that  he  did  not  difpuU 
God's  ordCTB,  but  v.'ent  not  inowmg  whither  be  ivcii, 
Hcb.  xi.  8.  The  lead  intimation  of  God's  will,  either 
as  to  doing  nr  fuffcring,  niufl  be  immediately  and 
readity  complied  with,  notwithllanding  all  discourage- 
ments, and  carnal  reafonings.  God's  call  and  com- 
mand mull  drown  the  voice  of  carnal  eafe,  and  jH 
arguments  zu^mg  {iou\  Spare  thyfelf.  ^  Does  God  fay? 
we  miift  immediately  go  whither  he  directs  us  :  doCI 
he  fay.  Come  ?  we  mull  inllantly  obey  the  fiimmonS, 
faying.  Lord,  We  are  here,  ready  to  do  what  thou 
pleafelt  to  order  or  enjoin  us.  Without  this  reaifr 
nefs  and  aKicrity,  all  our  obedience  is  Hark  naught,  1 
matter  of  mere  force  and  compullinn  ;  and  thErefore 
unacceptable  to  the  great  God,  whom  we  are  bound 
%o  ferve  with  a  perfct^i  heart  and  a  willing  mind. 

5.  It  muft  be  univcrfal  oljedience,  Plal.  cxix.  (S.  In 
having  (I  refpecl  unto  all  God's  commandments.  The 
whole  of  the  commands  of  God  have  the  fame  divine 
ftamp  vpon  them.  They  are  one  golden  chain: 
whofo  takes  away  one  link,  breaks  the  chain  ;  if  (he 
conneciiiin  be  dcitroyed,  the  whole  machine  falls afufl- 
cler.     Hear  what  the  a;pollIe  James  fays  on  this  ll^J 
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chap.   ii.  10.  II.    Whofoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  law, 

and  yet  offend  in  one  point j  he  is  guilty  of  all.     For  he 

that /aid.  Do  not  comniit  adultery,  Jaid  atfo.  Do  not  kilL 

Noil/ J  if  thou  commit  no  adultery^  yet  if  thou  kill,  thou  art 

become  a  tranfgrejfor  of  the  law.     Obedience  to  on^ 

comniand  will  never  fandify  difobedience  to  another. 

The  contempt  fhewn  to  one  is  a  contempt  of  the  one 

Lawgiver  who  appointed   the   whole.      Hear   what 

Chrift  the  glorious  Legiflator  of  the  church  hath  faid 

on  this  article,    Whofoever  Ihall  break  one  of  thefe  leafl 

commandments,  atid  Jhall  teach  menfo,  he  fhall  be  called 

the  leafl  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.    Thus  the  tranfgrcff- 

ing  of  one  of  the  leaft  of  God's  commandments,   if 

any  of  them  can  juflly  be  called  fuch,  is  a  breach  of 

the  others,  however  great  and  important,  and  that 

becaufe  the  authority  of  God  that  gives  iknclion  to 

the  whole,  is  flighted  and  contemned.     Whofo  makes 

Xio   confcience  of  any  one   known  duty,   difcovers 

hypocrify  in  the  reft. 

6.  It  muft  be  abfolute  obedience,  like  that  of  Ab- 
raham, who,  when  called  to  go  out  unto  a  place  which 
he  was  not  acquainted  with,  went  accordingly,  not  know- 
ing  whither  he  went,  Heb.  xi.  8.  Subjects  arc  obe- 
dient to  magiftrates,  people  to  paftors,  wives  to  huf- 
bands,  children  to  parents,  but  abfolute  obedience  is 
due  to  none  but  God :  for  we  are  to  call  no  man  fa- 
ther  upon  earth,  Matth.  xxiii.  9.  If  their  commands 
be  contradicted  by  God's,  they  are  not  to  be  obeyed  ; 
bnt  though  God's  commands  be  contradiftcd  by  all 
the  world,  we  muft  obey  them,  as  the  difciplcs  refu- 
fed  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Jewifh  council,  in 
not  preaching  in  thenameof  Jefus,  becaufe  they  clafhcd 
with  the  orders  of  their  ex^iltcd  Matter,  Acts  iv.  19. 
The  moft  unrefcrvcd  and  unlimited  obedience  is  due  to 
the  will  and  command  of  the  great  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  that  without  exception  or  referve,  fay 
to  the  contrary  who  will. 

7.  Lajlly^  It  muft  be  perfect,  though  now  in  our 
fallen  Itatc   we  cannot  give  any  obedience  that  do- 
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fen-cs  that  epithet.  God  may  and  does  require  of  afl 
men  in  whatroever  flate,  MiCth.  v.  ult.  Be  ftrftSt^ 
even  at  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect-  Though 
*  he  accepts  fincere  obedience  from  thofe  that  are  in 
(thrill,  )Xt  lie  requires  of  them  perfect  obedience,  and 
every  imperf^ciion  is  their  (in.  Though  he  has  not 
iulpended  their  juflificatinn  on  their  perfection,  yet  it 
is  whit  tiiey  naturally  owe  to  God,  whofe  law  is  po"- 
fect,  and  mtift  have  a  perfeft  obedience  performed  to 
it,  cither  by  man  himfelf  or  his  furety.  The  believer, 
fenlible  of  hi-*  utter  incapacity  to  peiform  fuch  an 
obedience  to  the  holy  law  of  God,  renounces  all  hil 
own  (inful  and  impcrfecT:,  though  finccre  nbediencCj 
and  betakes  hinifclt  to  the  complete  obedience  of  ijii 
Surety,  and  prelents  it  as  his  own  to  Gud,  which  he 
accepts. 

In  fliort,  all  true  and  acceptable  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God  flows  from  a  right  principle,  that  of  faitb  , 
and  love  in  the  heart.  Fnith  is  the  hand  that  u- 
nites  the  ftnil  to  Cliiiil,  and  obetiicncc  to  God  is  tiie 
fruit  of  that  ur.icin.  Ltivc  is  the  fpririg  and  iburce  of 
it;  for  he  tli.it  lovcth  Chi  ill,  kecpeth  Iiis  command- 
ments. And  it  muft  he  directed  to  a  right  end,  natne' 
ly,  the  glory  of  God.  We  arc  not  to  obey  God,  ill 
order  to  flop  the  mouth  of  a  natural  cnnfcicncc,  OF 
gain  applaufc  among  men,  but  to  grow  more  Qke 
God,  and  bring  more  honour  and  ghiry  to  him. 

Fifthly,  Let  us  confider  on  wliat  accounts  do  W( 
owe  this  obedience  to  God.  On  tliefe  piiiicipaliy, 
viz. 

I.  Becaufe  he  is  our  great  and  glorious  Creator,  to 
■whom  we  owe  our  life  and  being.  He  is  our  Lord, 
and  we  arc  liis  fubje^ls  ;  he  is  our  Mafter,  and  wc 
are  his  fervants.  And  therefore  it  is  juft  and  right 
that  we  fhouUi  obey  him,  and  confirm  to  liis  will, 
lie  is  every  thing  Chat  fpcaks  an  autlioiity  to  command 
us,  and  that  can  challenge  an  huinility  in  us  Ui  obey. 
Man  holds  all  of  God,  and  clici  cforc  owes  all  the  ope* 
^•^tions  cap,jbte  Co  be  produced  by  thoie  fa,culties,  M 
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that  fovereign  power  that  endued  him  with  them. 
Man  had  no  being  but  from  him,  and  he  hath  no  mo- 
tion without  him  :  he  ihould  therefore  have  no  being 
but  for  him,  and  no  motion  but  according  to  his 
vnllL  To  call  him  Lord,  and  not  to  act  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  him,  is  to  mock  and  put  an  affront  upon  him. 
Hence  it  is  faid,  Why  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lordy  and  do  not 
the  things  that  I  fay  ?  Luke  vi.  46. 

2.  Becaufe  he  is  our  chief  end,  the  chief  and  laft 
end  of  all  being.  The  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for 
himfelf ;  and  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him 
are  all  things.  His  glory  ihould  be  the  ultimate  end 
of  all  our  actions,  and  the  mark  to  which  they  ihould 
all  be  directed.  He  gave  being  to  all  things,  that 
they  might  ihew  forth  his  praifc.  All  the  brute  crea- 
tures, things  animate  and  inanimate,  do  this  in  a  paf- 
iive  manner ;  but  men  and  angels,  who  are  rational 
agents,  are  bound  to  do  this  actively ;  and  they  are 
defigned  by  God  for  this  very  end  and  purpofe. 
'  3.  Becaufe  he  is  the  conferving  caulie  .of  all.  As 
he  gave  man  a  being,  fo  he  upholds  and  preferves  him 
therein,  by  his  mighty  power.  The  prefervation  of 
the  creatures  is  as  it  were  a  continued  creation  ;  and 
in  order  to  it  there  is  neceflary  a  continual  exertion  of 
divine  power,  and  a  conftant  efllux  of  providential 
influence,  ^without  which  they  could  not  move  and 
aft  at  all.  As  thereford  the  life  and  motions  of  men 
depend  entirely  upon  God  as  their  upholder,  fo  that 
life  and  thole  motions  ihould  be  employed  for  promo- 
ting his  glory,  and  obeying  his  wiil. 

4.  Becaule  of  the  emincncy  of  his  nature,  which 
founds  his  I'upremc  dominion  over  us.  God  is  the 
jnoft  glorious  and  excellent  of  all  beings,  and  the 
Iburce  and  fpring  of  all  other  beings  whatlbever.  He 
is  poflTcffcd  of  all  perfections  in  an  infinite  and  tran- 
fcendcnt  manner,  Whatevei  perfections,  excellencies, 
and  amiable  qualities  arc  icattered  among  the  crea- 
tures, they  all  unite  in  him  in  the  utmoft  perfection, 
and  in  him  they  Ihine  with  the  moft  rcfplendent  glo- 
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ry.     And  therefore  lie  has  a  juft  title  to  the  homage 
and  obedience  of  all  his  creatures. 

5.  Becaufe  he  is  our  good  and  gracious  Benefaftor, 
from  whole  bountiful  haod  all  our  mercies  do  flo». 
It  is  in  him  that  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being. 
Our  health,  Arcngth,  time,  and  all  blelliiigs  (piritual 
or  tcnipoi-al,  that  we  enjoy,  are  the  fruits  of  his  good- 
nefs  and  providential  care.  Now,  this  lays  ftrongob- 
ligations  upon  us  to  ferve  and  obey  him.  We  find 
the  Lord  aggravating  the  rebellion  of  the  Jews  from 
the  care  he  had  taken  in  bringing  them  up,  and  their 
miraculous  deliverance  from  Egypt,  If.  i.  z.  I  kavt 
laur'tfhcd  and  brought  up  children,  but  they  have  rebelled 
againji  me.  Which  clearly  implies,  that  the  benefits 
he  had  bellowed  upon  them  were  llrong  obligations  to 
an  ingenuous  obfervince  of  him  j  and  we  find  bim 
threatening  to  deprive  them  of  the  bleffings  he  had 
bellowed  upon  them,  and  to  bring  great  dillrefs  upon 
them  for  the  negleft  of  this  duty,  Deut.  sxviii.  47.  > 

6.  Laflly,  Becaufe  he  is  our  Governor  and  fupreme 
Lawgiver.  He  is  a  Lawgiver  to  all,  to  irrational  ai 
■well  as  rational  creatures.  The  heavens  have  the^  ' 
ordinances.  Job  xxxviii.  33.  All  the  creatures  have* 
law  imprinced  on  their  beings,  but  rational  creatura 
have  divine  ftatutes  infcribed  on  theirhearts,  as  Hom.ii 
14.  15.  When  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the  [wTitten] 
laixJi  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  laijj,  thefe  is* 
■aivg  net  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  them/elves  :  -which  Jhea 
the  work  of  the  law  ivrttten  in  their  hearts.  And  theyi 
have  laws  more  clearly  and  fully  fet  before  them  in  thi 
word,  The  fo!c  power  of  making  laws  does  originiilf 
re  fide  in  God,  Jmi.  iv.  12.  There  is  one  Lanjgivir, 
laho  is  ahU  to  Jave  and  to  dejlroy.  He  only  hati 
power  to  bind  the  confciecce.  And  therefore  to  bim 
obedience  is  due  from  all  to  whom  he  has  prcfcribed 
laws. 

I  coniie  nov/  to  d\;Jace  fome  inferences. 
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ifif^  I.  Does  God  require  from  men  obedience  to 
;  revealed  will  \  Then  in  whatfoever  ftate  a  maa 
he  owes  obedience  to  the  will  of  God ;  and 
:reforein  the  faddeft  of  fufferings,  even  in  hell,  men 
>perly'  fin  againft  God.  For  this  obedience  is 
mded  on  the  natural  dependence  of  the  creaturd 
its  Creator,  and  the  creature  can  no  more  be  free 
it  than  it  can  be  a  God  to  itfelf.  Much  more  God's 
ilting  men  in  the  world  gives  them  no  allowance  to 
vile«  Whatever  mens  ftate  be,  God  requires  of 
:m  obedience  to  his  will  therein  ;  and  they  are  rebels 
Lhey  with-hold  it,  and  (hall  be  dealt  with  as  fuch 
lordingljr. 

a«  The  doing  of  what  God  does  not  command  can  be 
acceptable  lervice  or  obedience  to  God.  Our  duty 
God  is  not  to  be  meafured  by  our  imaginations^ 
t  by  the  revealed  will  of  God.  Therefore  when  mea 
ke  thofe  things  to  be  duties  which  no  revelation 
>m  the  Lord  makes  to  be  fo,  the  Lord  may  well  fay, 
ho  hath  required  thefe  thin^i  at  your  hand?  Nothing 
t  what  is  commanded  ot  God  can  lawfully  be  the 
ject  of  our  duty. 

3*  Thofe  who  never  heard  the  gofpel,  will  not  be 
Qdemned  for  their  not  believing  it ;  for  the  revela- 
»n  of  God's  will  muft  go  before  our  actual  obliga* 
»n  to  do  it,  Rom.  ii.  12.  As  many  as  have  finned 
tb$ut  law  [that  is,  the  written  or  revealed  law  of 
>d3  Jhall  alfo  periJI?  without  law.  This  ought  to  ftir 
>  all  who  bear  the  Chrillian  name,  to  be  vigorous 
i  lively  in  obeying  God,  particularly  the  great  com- 
nd  of  believing  in  the  name  of  his  Son ;  as  con- 
sring,  that  whofoever  doth  not  fo  obey  and  believe 
:  golpcl,  ihall  be  damned,  Mark  x\i.  16. 
f .  All  men  are  allowed  for  themlelves  to  examine 
I  will/of  their  fuperiors,  whether  in  church  or  ftate, 
fee  whether  it  be  not  againft  the  will  of  God  ;  and 
t  be  fo,  not  to  obey  it,  i  Cor.  x.  15.  The  Bereans 
re  commented  for  10  d  )ing,  Acts  xvii.  11.  There 
difference  betwixt  lubjection  and  obedience.  Thefe 
Vol.  IL  3  * 
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tfro  may  be  feparated  in  our  dealings  with  men 
aw  our  fuperioTH ;  we  may  and  imjll  refufc  obediei 
to  them  in  evil  actions,  while  fiibje<Sion  Co  ihein 
itiains  in  otJier  things.  Thus  the  apoliica  thewed 
jcclion  to  the  jcwiih  rulers,  wliilc  they  refufed  to< 
their  unlawful  citmnwnds,  Acis  iv.  8.  9.  [9.  Gj 
alone  is  Lord  of  the  confciencc,  and  hath  ieft  it  fii 
from  the  doclrincs  and  coinniandnients  of  inq 
■when  they  in  any  refpccl  chih  with  his  ^vTitte^  wa 
To  obey  mens  iinbu-ful  comnia'ids,  is  to  fin  agsia 
Gad.  But  in  our  relation'  to  God,  -w-e  owe  faimhii 
fubje^ion  and  obedience  in  alt  things.  | 

5.  Let  us  rcnicniber  then  that  we  oweadutfi 
God,  and  that  is,  that  we  obey  his  will.  I.tf 
therefore  lay  out  cui-fctves  to  do  ins  will,  and 
that  fm^ei-c,  conftant,  tender,  ready,  univerfal, 
ycrieA  obedience  to  him  in  all  thingn,  which  kei 
<iuircs,  taokme  for  acceptance  «-ith  God  through 4 
merits  and  mcaiatirtn  of  Chrift  ;  praying  to  bim,  iw 
lie  may  gracioufly  lorgive  all  onr  ;u'ts  of  diicAediflicft 
and  cover  our  very  imperfect  and  finful  obedience™ 
the  perleft  and  complete  obedience  of  his  Son,  nt* 
fulfilled  all  righteoufiiefs  in  the  room  of  his  p«(''' 

6.  L.ij}!y,  Let  believers  be  excited  to  yield  thii* 
dience  to  the  will  of  God,  as  they  Iiave  the  nw*"* 
encouragement  thereto,  nanieiy,  That  whatevfffi* 
requires  of  them  as  an  article  of  duty,  there  is  af*  ^ 
mile  of  ability  and  ftrengch  for  the  perforinW 
thereof  contained  in  his  word.  Thus  he  lays,  &* 
xxxvi.  jy.  I  loill  caiife  yeu  te  walk  in  my  JlaluUit^ 

ye  fljall  keep  my  judgements,  and  do  tliem.  The  I* 
puts  no  piece  of"  fervice  in  the  hands  of  his  peep* 
Ijut  he  will  aiFord  them  fufficient  fuppHes  of  gratfW 
the  doing  thereof.  Let  than  not  then  decliaefl 
duly  he  lays  before  them. 
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r  when  tie  Gentiles^  mhich  bav^  not  the  law^  do  by 
nature  thjfi  things  contained  in  the  /ato,  tbefe^  having 
not  the  lawj  are  a  law  unto  tbemfehcs  ;  which  Jliew 
the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts ^  their  con* 
fctence  alfo  bearing  witn^Sj  and  their  thoughts  the 
mean  while  accufing  or  elfe  excujing  one  another. 

rHE  apofile  here  fhews  three  things,  i.  That 
the  Gentiles  have  not  the  law,  that  is,  the  law  of 
^es,  or  written  law*  They  want  the  fcripcures^ 
.  That  yet  they  have  a  law  within  them,  they  are  a 
V  to  themfelves  ;  they  have  the  natural  law,  which 
T  fubflance  is  all  one  with  the  moral  law*  Only  it 
lefs  clear  and  diftind',  and  wants  the  perfe^ou  of 
e. moral  law  written;  feveral  points  thereof  being, 
rough  the  corruption  of  nature,  obliterated  in  ic. 

How  they  have  it.  It  is  not  of  their  own  making, 
r  by  tradition,  but  they  have  it  by  nature  derived 
'in  Adam :  T^he  work  of  that  law  is  written  in  their 
trts ;  it  is  deeply  inlcribed  there,  and  cannot  be 
Ted  ;  it  is  fuch  a  work  as  tells  them  what  is  righc 
1  what  wrong  ;  fo  their  confciences  by  virtue 
-reof  excufe  their  good  a(n:ions,  and  accufe  the  evil. 
NTow,  this  natural  law  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  rub- 
b  of  the  moral  law  left  in  the  heart  of  ^orrup( 
tn :  from  n^hence  we  gather,  that  the  moral  law  i^ 

perfefflon  was  given  to  Adam  in  innocence,  while 
•  fee  the  remains  of  it  yet  with  thofe  Qf  his  poit<;- 
^,  who  have  not  the  advantage  of  the  written  law. 
The  doffhine  ariiing  from  the  words  is, 

DocT*  *^  The  rule  which  God  at  firfl  revealed  to 
oiau  for  his  obedience,  was  the  mora}  Uw.^V 

Firjly  It  is  here  fuppofed,  that  man  s^lw^ys  was  anc^ 

under  a  law :  for  being  a  rational  creature,  capable 

obeying  the  will  of  God,  and  owing  obedience  to 

s  C  v^^^QJ  by  viriye  of  his  natural  dej^cijdcnsc  upo,a 
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bim,  be  behoved  to  be  under  a  law.  The  beafts  ire 
not  capable  of  government  by  a  law,  becaiifeof  tlw 
imperfcdion  of  iheir  nature :  fo  thofe  that  w  ill  be  lav- 
left,  feeing  they  cannot  lift  up  themfclves  to  Ihe 
throne  of  God,  who  has  nc^fnperior,  they  do  in  ef- 
fect caft  down  tbemfelvcs  to  the  condition  of  beaiU, 
whofc  apfctile  is  all  their  rule.  Indeed  all  the  cm- 
tures  arc  fn'jcfted  to  laws  fuitable  to  their  vsriooi 
nature!).  Every  thing  has  a  Ijw  imprinted  upon  iO 
iKiPg-  llie  inanimate  creatures,  lun,  moon,  aod 
ilaiSt  are  under  the  law  ot  providence,  and  undaJ 
covenant  of  nigln  snd  day.  Hercc  it  is  fuid,  Plil 
(Cxlviii.  6.  He  hath  eflchCiihed  Ikpn  jor  ever  <ind  reff, 
ix  hath  made  a  decree  which  JtnU  ml  paji  'I'liiy  ha« 
their  courfes  and  appointtd  nioiions,  and  ktepto^ 
juft  poiutf.  uf  their  compals.  Even  the  lea,  whichii 
one  of  the  n^.oft  laging  and  tumultuops  creatum,  is 
iubjcfted  to  a  law.  God  hedges  it  in  as  it  were  *fik, 
a  girdle  of  land,  faying  to  it.  Hitherto  (halt  t/wuaifti 
but  no  further  :  ahd  htrijlail  tbyfioud  -wai'es  be  jta)ti^ 
Job  xx::viii  11.  But  much  more  are  rational  era- 
tures  luhjccc  to  a  law,  feeing  they  are  capable  ot  ela* 
tion  apd  choiie.  Man  cipctially,  being  a  ratiowi 
creature,  is  capable  ot  and  tilted  for  governnieot  bj» 
law;  and  feeing  he  is  an  accountable  creature  to  God, 
he  muft  necda  be  under  a  law, 

Sseft-  How  could  map  be  under  a  law,  before  th* 
law  was  given  by  Moies,  for  we  are  told,  that  the 
law  ii-ai  given  by  Mo/es,  but  grace  and  truth  tami  i] 
jeJiAi  C/jat//,  John  i.  17.? 

AnJ.  Before  the  law  was  given  at  Sinai,  alltheractof 
Adam  had  a  law  wiitten  in  their  hearts,  even  ll* 
light  of  reafon,  and  the  diclates  of  natural  conlcicoK) 
which  contained  ihofe  moral  principles  concenuoj 
good  and  tvil  which  have  an  efltntial  equity  in  theBi' 
and  the  mcafurts  ot  his  duty  to  God,  to  liimfelf,  sw 
to  his  fcIlowcrcati.rcs.  This  was  publiibed  Ly  (fcf 
voice  of  rcalbn,  and,  as  the  apolile  lays,  liom.  tI 
IS.  was  io/j,  juftt  and  good:  Holy,  as  it  enjoips  l^uDtf 
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loly,  ^berein  there  is  a  conformity  to  thofe  attri- 
>ntes  and  actions  of  God,  which  are  the  pattern  of  our 
imitation .-^J^f//?  ;  that  is,  exa  Aly  agreeable  to  the  frame 
of  man's  faculties,  and  moft  fuitable  to  his  condition  in 
die  world. — Good;  that  is,  beneficial  to  the  obferver 
of  it ;  for  in  keeping  of  it  there  was  great  reward.  And 
thus  Adam  in  the  l):ate  of  innocence  had  the  law  of 
God  wiitten  on  his  heart ;  and  therefore  it  is  faid. 
Gen.  i.  27.  that  God  created  man^in  his  own  image ^  in 
the  image  of  God  created  he  him.  This  image  confifted 
tn  the  moral  qualities  and  perfections  of  his  foul.  He 
liras  made  alter  the  image  of  God,  in  righteoufnefs 
and  true  hoiinefs.  The  Lord  imparted  to  him  a  fpaMc 
of  his  own  comelinels,  in  order  to  communicate  with 
lumfelf  in  happinefs.  This  was  an  univerfal  and  en- 
tire re&itude  in  his  faculties,  difpoiing  them  to  their 
proper  operations.  But  of  this  I  fpoke  largely,  when 
jdiicourfing  of  the  creation  of  man  ^t 

Secondly^  1  here  are  three  forts  of  laws  we  find  in 
the  word. 

1.  The  ceremonial  law,  which  was  given  by  Mofes. 
This  bound  only  the  Jews,  and  thajL  to  the  coming  of 
Ciiiifi,  by  whom  it  was  abrogated,  being  a  ihadow  of 
good  things  that  were  then  to  come :  a  hedge  and 
partition- wall  betwixt  them  and  the  Gentiles,  which 
js  now  taken  down* 

2.  The  judicial  law,  which  was  the  civil  law  of  the 
Jews,  given  alio  firft  by  Moles,  by  which  their  civil 
concerns  were  to  be  regulated,  in  refpect  of  which 
the  Jewifli  governiient  was  a  Theocracy.  What 
a  happy  people  wt:re  they  under  fuch  a  govern- 
|3ient  I  Yet  does  it  not  bind  other  nations  further  than 

.  it  is  of  UiOral  equity,  being  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
circumftances  oi  tiiat  nation. 

g.  The  moral  law,  which  is  the  declaration  of , the 
^ill  ot  God  to  ^lankind,  binding  all  men  to  periec^t 
pbedience  thereto  in  all  the  duties  of  hoiinefs  and  righ- 
(ppViinf:l£*     The  ccxcmonial  law  was  given  to  thczu  a^ 

♦  gcc  voJ,  i.  p.  243.  te">^. 
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ft  cliurch  ill  their  particular  circumflanccs  ;  thejatK* 
cial  law  as  a  rtate ;  but  the  moral  law  was  fjiven  ihem 
in  common  with  all  mankind.  But  of  thefe  lawsl 
fpoke  more  largely  in  a  preceding  difcourfc*. 

'Thirdly,  'I  his  moral  taw  is  found,  i.  In  (he  heaTts 
of  all  men,  as  to  fonie  remains  thereof,  Kom.  li.  ij. 
U'liere  are  common  notions  thereof,  fuch  as,  Ttiit 
there  is  a  God,  and  that  he  is  to  be  w^orfliippcd  ;  thit 
we  Ihoukl  give  every  one  his  due,  drc  Confciewe 
bas  that  law  with  it  which  accufes  for  the  commiffiia 
of  great  crimes,  Uoin.  i.  ult.  This  internal  law  ap- 
pears from  thofe  laws  which  are  common  in  all  coun- 
tries for  the  preferving  of  human  focieties,  the  encn* 
raging  of  virtue,  and  the  dil'couraging  of  vice.  Whst 
itandai'd  elie  c^n  they  have  for  thefe  laws  but  com- 
mon realbn  ?  Thtf  defign  of  them  is  to  keep  men  with- 
in the  bounds  of  goodncfs  for  mutual  commcrtc.  & 
very  ion  of  Adam  brings  with  him  into  the  worMt 
law  in  his  nature;  and  wiicn  rcafon  clears  up  itfeJf fron 
the  clouds  of  Icrifc,  he  can  m;ikc  iomc  difference  \xr 
tween  good  and  evil.  Every  man  finds  a  law  within 
him  that  checks  liini  if  he  oflcnjs  it.  None  are  with- 
out a  legal  indictment  and  a  legal  executioner  wilhts 
them.  1  Jiis  law  is  found,  2,  In  the  ten  command* 
jnents  fummarily.  3.  In  ihe  whole  Bible  largely 
This  is  thit  law  wli  ch  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity*- 
gainft  in  the  natural  man,  which  is  written  over  ag^ 
in  the  heart  in  regencrjtion,  iieb.  viii.  10.  and  tlat 
was  iulhlled  by  Chrift  in  tlie  room  of  the  ciecf. 

Fiurihly,  At,  to  the  revelatiun  theieot,  we  maycoih     I 
fider  three  ipecial  ieafons  thereuf. 

1.  It  was  revealed  to  Adam  in  innocency,  aorfW 
all  mankind  in  him.  Not  by  an  audible  voice,  bntV 
was  wi  iucn  ill  hib  heart ;  the  knowledge  of-  it  was«* 
created  with  his  pure  nature  ;  his  underlianding  wal 
a  lamp  of  light,  whereby  he  plainly  faw  his  dutyai 
it  wiS  revtaied  to  him. 

I^ote,  (i.J  Thatit  isa  partof  the  moral  naturalla*! 
'  ^ce  vol.  i.  ^.  3^g.  350. 
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tint  man  is  to  bdieve  iic^hatcver  God  fhall  reveal,  and 
id»ey  whatever  he  commaads^  Accordingly  God  did 
reveal  to  him  the  fymbolical  law  of  tlie  forbidden  fruity 
for  the  trial  of  him  ;  and  then  the  law  fo  extended  was 
thie  rule  of  his  duty, 

^2%)  God  added  to  this  law  a  promife  of  life  upon  obe« 

iKencC)  and  a  threatening  of  death  upon  difobedience. 

So  it.  was  caft  into  the  form  of  a  covenant,  called  the 

Wmenani  nf'w^ks^  This  prohibition  was  founded  upon 

oft  wife  axid  juft  grounds.   As,  firft,  to  declare  God's 

vcreig^  nght  in  all  things ;  and  next,  to  make  trial 

^  man's  obedience  in  a  matter  very  congruous  to 

Jttifixiver  it.   For  if  the  prohibition  had  been  grounded 

iMA  any  moral  interna)  evif^  in  the  nature  of  the  thing 

kielf^  there  had  not  been  fo  clear  a  teftimony  of  Gad's 

^loininion,  nor  of  Adam's  fubje6Hon  to  it.    But  when 

%iiat  whidh  was  in  icfclf  indifferent  became  unlawful^ 

akierely  by  the  will  of  God,  and  when  the  ccnnmand 

bad.  no  other  excellency  but  to  make  his  authority 

nacre  iacred,  this  was  a  confining  of  man's  liberty^ 

.and  to  abftain  was  pure  obedience. 

*     s*  k  was  revealed  to  the  Ifraelites  again  upon  mount 

^Binai  in  ten  commandment s«  For  Adam  having  fallen, 

and  to  man's  nature  being  corrupted,  the  knowledge 

f^f  this  law  was  darkened,  howfoever  the  godly  patri<* 

archs  kept  up  the  knowledge  of  it.    But  in  Egypt 

^4^ey  had  loft  much  of  the  fenfe  of  it,  which  made  it 

xieceflary  to  be  renewed* 

3.  By  Jfefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  the  law  was  a- 
gain  revealed  to  the  world,  the  knowledge  of  it  being 
then  much  loft  among  the  Jews  as  well  as  the  Gentiles* 
And  now  we  have  ic  comprehended  in  the  fcriptures 
xA  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 
'  Fifthly y  As  to  the  properties  of  it ;  it  is, 

1.  An  univerfal  law^  binding  all  men,  in  all  places, 
and  at  all  times,  Horn.  ii.  14.  1 5.  Far  when  the  Geri'- 
tiles^  &c. 

2.  It  is  a  perfeft  law,  comprehending  the  whole  of 
man's  duty  to  Gpd,  and  co  bis  neighbour.    There 
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were  no  new  duties  added  to  it  by  Chrift,  iix\ 
perfeA  before.     So  fays  the  pfalmiil,  Pfal.  xtx. 

law  of  the  Lord  is  perfe^.  « 

3.  It  is  indirpenfable  aod  perpetual ;  Luke  xq 

//  it  softer  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pafs,  than  one  ti 

the  law  to  fail.     Matth,  v.  18.  Till  heaven  andt. 

fafs,  one  jot  or  one  tiille  fhall  in  no  wife  pafs  from  tA 

till  all  be  fulfUed.  < 

Lajlly,  Fur  what  ufe  is  the  law  revealed  ?  I  u| 

I.  It  was  revealed  at  firft,  that, man  by  ol)cd| 

to  it  might  be  juililied  ;  but  now  ii  is  aot  revealf 

that  end,  feeing  no  man  by  obedience  to  it  q| 

tain  juftification  ;  For  that  the  law  could  not  do,  a 

it  was  weak  through  the  flefhy  Kora.  viii.  3.     Sio^ 

fall  no  mere  man  cm  attain  happinefs  by  the  Urtfj 

all  are  guilty  of  (in,  and  cannot  pofHbly  yield  ttuj 

feft  obedience  which  the  law  requires.    For  thei "' 

djuft  man  upon  earth  that  doth  good,  and  finm 

Eccl.  vii.  20.     In  many  things  loe  offend  alt,     Vj 

of  ufe,  I 

(i.)  To  all  men  in  general.     It  is  of  a  threefold 

1.)   To  let   all   men  know  what  the   holy 

God  and  their  duty  is:  Micah  vi.  8.  He  bath 

thee,  0  711  an,  what  is  good :  and  iu bat  doth  the 

quire  of  thee,  but  to  do  jufily,  and  to  love  mercy, 

■walk  humbly  -with  thy  Godf 

2.)  To  let  all  Ice  their  inability  to  keep  iC, 
to  humble  them  in  the  ienle  of  their  iin.  B} 
iays  David,  is  thyfervunt  warned.  Who  can  um 
hii  errors  '  cleanfe  thou  me  from  faret  faults.  Pi 
Jl.  12. 

3,)  To  give  them  a  clear  fenfe  of  their  need  of  Q 
Wherefore Jerveth  the  laiv?  failli  theapoftle.  Itwi 
ed  beciiufe  of  tranfgreffians,  till  the  feed  jbould  b 
•yjhom  the  promife  W.IS  made.  Gal.  iii.  19.  Aod  ij 
fame  apoltie,  ver.  24.  The  law  iLas  our  fcbaoim 
briii^  us  to  Chrift^  that  we  might  be  jujhfed  by% 
And  it  brings  men  to  Ciiriic,  (i.  As  it  coav( 
them  of  bhi:ij:  liu.     The  p]  oiiibitioiu  of  tlie.;b 
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idee  Men  of  their  fins  of  commiffidn ;  and  the  in- 
indSons  of  it  convince  them  of  their  fins  of  omiflion. 
!ence  fays  the  apollle,  Rom.  iii*  20*  By  the  law  is 
*e  knowledge  rfjin^  Kom«  vii.  7.  /  had  not  knov^n  Jin 
it  by  the  Taw^  &c.  There  are  many  things  which 
len  had  never  reckoned  fins^  unlefs  the  taw  of  God 
id  difcovered  them.  (2*  By  difcovering  unto  them 
le  dreadful  wrath  and  curfe  of  God  that  is  due  unto 
em  for  their  fins.  It  tells  them ^  Curfed  is  every  one 
at  continuetb  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  tn  the 
oA  of  the  law  to  do  them^  Gal.  iii.  10.  (3.  By  a- 
ftkening  their  confciences  under  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt 
lid  approHenfion  of  their  mifery,  and  begetting  in 
kCm  bondage  and  fear,  whereby  they  are  brought  to 
clearer  fight  of  their  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  per- 
Aion  of  his  obedience. 

(2.)  To  the  unregenerate :  particularly  it  is^ 

1.)  For  a  looking-glafs  to  let  them  fee  their  ftate 
id  cafe,  by  convincing  them»  that  by  the  deeds  of  the 
iw  there  Jball  no  fiejh  be  juftijied  in  God*s  Jight ;  for 
f  the  law  is  the  inovjledge  ofjtn^  Rom.  iii.  20.  add  fa 
)  bring  them  to  Chrift,  who  has  wrought  out  a  per- 
A  righteoufnefs  for  their  juflification. 

2.)  For  a  bridle  to  hold  them  in  with  its  commands 
id  tthreatenings,  who  otherwife  would  regard  no- 
ing.  The  law^  fays  the  apoftle,  is  not  made  for  a 
ihteous  man^  but  for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedientj  for  the 
'godly  and  for  Jihners^  &c.   i  Tim*  i.  9* 

3.)  For  a  fcourge  vexing  and  tormenting  their  con* 
ences,  and  making  them  uneafy  in  a  finful  courfe^ 
adcring  them  inexcufable,  and  laying  them  under 
a  curfe. 
(3.)  To  them  that  are  in  Chrifl.    It  ferves, 

1.)  To  magnify  Chrift  unto  them,  Ihewing  them 
eir  obligation  to  him  for  fulfilling  it  in  their  fliead. 
^joretcbed  man  that  I  am  J  fays  the  apoflle  j  wbojhall 
liver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  I  thank  God 
reugh  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord^  Rom.  vii.  24.  25*  Chrift 
Uh  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  la'iVj  being  made 

Vol.  II.  •     3  ^ 


3BS  the  vioral  Lata 

a  tUrfe  for  us  -■  for  it  is  v>eillen,  Curfed  is  every  m  k 
bantrilh  en  a  iret :  thai   the  blejftn^  of  Abraham  m 
'tune  en  the  GtnlUfs  thr^uvh  Jefas  Chr'i/i  ;  that  ice  n 
recci'^m-  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  /dilh,  Gul.3 
13.  14. 

■a.)  To  !*  a  rule  of  life  unto  them,    wJiercin  t 
may  csprefs  ihcir  i^raticude  by  obeying  the  livJ 
ChrilK     So  the  law  leads  to  Ciirifl  as  a  lledeemerfftd 
its  curre  and  c^rulenination,  and  hi:  leads  back  W#f„ 
Uw  2S  adJreftoiy,  the  rule  an  J  iUiidiiJ  of  tljeir  pip  f i™ 


riicnce  to  him. 


■ObJuiU  But  tines  not  the  apoftle  fiy,  Roni.ri|f|i,i 
Ve  nre  w/  under  tJ>e  Idzif,  but  uoder  grace  f  and  G>U,  ili 
83.23.  Bfit  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  Jcve,  ff,  fllttt  i\ 
Scc.—again/i  fucb  there  is  no  lav)  ?■  it,^ 

Anf,  Believers  arc  not  under  the  law  us  a  ciweUBt  ^^ 
(»t  wniks,  to  be  either  juilifled  or  condemned  ikftbfi  juj 
i?or,  the  Spoftleiays,  Chrifl  hath  redeemed  us.fmk  Eal'j 
turfe  of  the  lavi,  being  made  ti  curfe  for  us,  Gal.  iJi.  t?;t  tcnnr 
nnd  that  there  is  no  conJtmnation  ta  fhcin  which  sriit  il^j 
Cbrij}  Jffu-'.  'I'iey  ai'e  neither  i7i.idcr  the  comminM  ibni 
nor  the  condemning  powef  of  that  law,  leeiiigChw  ^ 
has  given  perfect  obedience  to  it  as  a  covenanH"  |;a,, 
works,  ib  that  under  tliat  character  it  can  liavtW  Rid^ 
ihin;^  to  demand  of  them;  and  has  fully  falijfie^*  tirt; 
iti  demands  in  point  ot  punifhinent,  having  fufit*  ^ 
the  very  penalty  threitened  therein.  So  thatasl*  llm 
venant  ot  works-  tJiey  are  entirely  delivered  t'roffl*  pclc 
And  as  to  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  them,  they  it^^.  Vill 
■{irodaft  of  the  Spirit,  agreeable  to  the  will  and  \f*  ini 
God  ;  and  no  law  can  be  againft  theinj  feeing  thfy*"  j 
;>grecable  to  the  very  letter  and  Ipirit  thereof,  But^  nu 
licvers  are  lliil  under  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life,  aceonW  fc;* 
to  which  they  arc  to  regulate  their  hearts  and  livw''  Bj 
is  the  jwle  ftar  that  mult  direct  their  courfe  to  hei"*  itt 
and  is  of  lingular  u(e  to  provoke  and  excite  ibwif  fc 
(iraticudc  to  Ch rift,  whu  hatli  perfectly  fulfilled  **  ta 
theii'  ruem  and  flead.  I,. 
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hall  conclude  by  drawing  a  few  inferences  from 
has  been  faid* 

^.  I.  That  the  Pope  is  Antichrift,  and  that  man 
I,  -who  fhews  himfelf  as  if  he  were  God,  by  corn- 
ling  things  contrary  to  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
1  law,  2  x'heiT.  ii.  3.  4.  The  Papitts  add  canons  and 
lions  to  the  moral  law,  as  if  it  were  in  itfelf  an 
rfecl:  rule  of  manners.  Tiu*^  is  taxing  God's  wif^ 
and  goodnefs,  as  if  he  knew  not  bow  to  make 
wn  laws,  or  would  not  give  a  fufficient  and  coni'- 
rule  to  his  creatures.  1  his  is  a  provoking  (in  in 
ght  of  God  \  and  a  moft  dangerous  thing  it  is  to 
;o  or  impair  his  holy  law.  See  Rev.  xxii.  18.  19. 
Is  the  moral  law  the  rule  of  oiir  obedience,  to 
h  we  ought  to  conform  ourfelves  in  heart  and  con- 
tion  ?  thep  what  ground  of  reproof  is  there  here 
any  among  you  ?  Are  there  not  many  who  caft 
's  words  behind  their  backs,  and  trample  upon  his 
nandments  ?  Some  fet  pp  their  carnal  wifdom,  an 
landard  and  rule  of  their  adions,  and  regulate 
[fdve?  by  the  diftates  of  their  corrupt  reafon.    O- 

iubjcdt  themfelves  to  the  law  of  their  lufts  and 
>ns.  J  hey  ftudy  to  fu!5i  the  defires  of  their  flefhiy 
I,  and  to  gratify  their  lenfual  appetite ;  but  hav^* 
jgard  to  the  holy  lasij'  of  God.     They  break  all 

cords,  and  caft  all  the  divine  commands  from 

I.    Ihis  their  way  is  their  great  fin  and  folly,  ex- 

( them  to  the  wrath  ot  God,  and  Iboner  or  later 

biing  down  heaven's  vengeance  on  theiy  guilty 

s. 

It  is  neceflary  the  law  be  preached,  in  order  ta 
ince  men  of  their  fin,  and  inability  to  yield,  pei^ 
obedience  to  it,  that  they  may  betake  themfelvei^ 
:fus  Chrift,  who  hath  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs  tor 
y  one  that  will  come  to  him  for  deliverance  ivovsx 
nd  the  wrath  to  coxnc.  It  is  necetrary  to  be  liu- 
and  known  by  all  who  woyild  attain  to  true  holi*: 
both  in  heart  and  lite,  which  princip:iily  lies  in  a 
:rc  an4  upright  obedience  to  the  wl\ole  lav?  \^ 

3<?.  ?  \ 
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GoA,  in  dependence  upon  the  grace  that  is  la  Jefus 
Chrift.  The  law  is  a  lamp  to  their  feet,  and  a  light, 
to  their  path  ;  and  the  more  they  ftudy  it  in  its  Ipri- 
tuality  and  extent,  the  more  vigoroufly  will  theyprefi 
after  conformity  to  it. 

if.  Let  us  remember  we  are  under  a  law  in  whatcvw 
cafe  we  be.  And  cherefnre  our  actions  are  aleed  tiit 
will  have  a  proportionable  harvert.  And  there  will  be 
a  day  of  judgement,  wherein  every  man's  works  and 
aftions  (hall  be  narrowly  examined.  Let  us  therefore 
itudy  to  conform  ourfelves  to  the  holy  law  of  Goti, 
being  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  exerciCng  ourfelves  lo 
keep  confciences  void  of  offence  both  towards  God 
aod  towards  man. 

The  moral  Law  fommarily  comprehended  iDtfef   i 
ten'  Commandments. 

I\I  A  T  T  H  E  \v  six.  17. 
If  thou  •wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commanJmtnUi 

TH  IS  is  Chnlt's  anfwcr  to  a  felf-jufticiary,  t/m 
cxpefled  life  by  the  works  of  the  law.  Cbrifi, 
to  convince  him  of  his  folly,  fends  him  to  the  U'l 
faying,  IJ  thou  ^ilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commatir 
ments.  - 

There  are  only  two  things  which  I  take  notice  of 
here  for  our  purpofe.  i.  Ihat  by  Ihe  commar.dmeiis 
arc  underftoodthe  tgncommandniifnts,  ver.  18.  what 
ievcral  of  them  are  fpecified.  2.  That  under  tlai 
commandments  he  comprehends  the  whole  moral h»i 
for  this  refolution  of  the  young  man's  queition  ii 
founded  on  that.  Gal.  iii.  ii.'Tbe  man  that  doth  lb" 
Jl;aU  live  in  them  ;  compared  with  ver.  10.  For  as  muf 
as  are  of  the  woris  cf  the  law,  are  tinder  the  curfe.  TTw 
man  had  deceived  Inmfeli  in  taking  the  commami- 
Clients  only  according  to  the  letter,   anc^  t|i( 
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bought  he  had  kept  them ;  but  Chriil  finds  him  out 
lew  work  in  thefe  commandments  which  he  had  not 
bought  of* 
The  doctrine  I  obferve  from  the  text,  is, 

DocT,  "  The  moral  law  is  fummarily  comprehend- 
^   ed  ip  the  ten  commandments/' 

In  di&ourfing  from  this  fubjecl  I  ihall  fhew, 

L  How  the  commandments  were  given. 
•  II.  Why  the  law  was  thus  given  and  renewed. 

tlL  How  the  moral  law  is  fummarily  comprehend- 
xl  in  the  ten  commandments. 

IV.  Lajlly^  Apply. 

I.  I  fliall  Ihew  how  the  moral  law,  or  ten  command- 
sietits  were  given.  There  are  ten  commandments, 
not  more  nor  fewer,  as  appears  from  Deut,  x.  4.  where 
they  are  cxprefsly  called  ten.  And  therefore  the  Pa- 
pifts  who  in  fome  fort  leave  out  the  fecond,  fplit  the 
tenth  into  two,  to  make  up  the  number.  They  were 
given  to  the  Ifraelites  after  they  came  out  of  their  E- 
gyptian  bondage  ;  for  they  that  caft  off  Satan's  yoke, 
muit  take  on  the  Lord's.    They  were  given  two  ways^ 

I.  By  an  audib!«j  voice  from  the  Lord  on  mount 
Sinai,  accompanied  with  great  terror.  Never  was 
law  given  in  fucli  a  folemn  manner,  with  fuch  drea4 
and  awfiil  majefty,  Exbd.  xix.  Deut.  iv.  5.  Heb.  xii. 
18.'  The  people  were  commanded  to  wafh  their 
pi  oaths  before  the  law  was  delivered  to  them,  ^y 
this,  as  in  a  type,  the  Lord  required  the  fanftifying 
of  their  ears  and  hearts  to  receive  it.  There  were 
bounds  and  limits  fet  to  the  mount,  that  it  migh( 
breed  in  the  people  dread  and  reverence  to  the  law, 
find  to  God  the  holy  and  righteous  Lawgiver,  Thcrp 
Vi^ere  great  thundcrings  and  lightnings,  The  ariiiiery 
of  heaven  was  Ihot  off  at  that  folemnity,  and  there^ 
fore  it  is  called  a  fiery  law.  The  angels  attended  a^ 
the  delivery  of  this  law.  The  heavenly  militia,  to 
fpe^j^  fo,  wpre  all  p)uftere4  ppt  pp  ^Uis  i^npoyt^pt  cccar 


Ihcre  were  two  taDles  ttiat  were  given  to  Mola 
ten  immediately  by  God  himfelf,  Zxod.  sx] 
Thole  Mafes  brake,  chap,  xxxii.  t6.  19.  pkinl) 
ing  out  the  entertainment  they  would  get  it 
men.  Then  otiier  (wo  tables  were  hewn  by  '. 
yet  Written  by  the  finger  of  God,  chap,  xxsiv. 
by  the  law  is  the  finner  hewed,  but  by  tlie  Sp 
gofpcl-grace  is  the  law  written  on  the  heart, 
two  tables  were  afterwards  laid  up  in  the  ark 
Covenant,  in  order  to  .be  fulfilled  by  Chrift, 
.  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  0 
believeth.  This  wiiting  of  the  law  upon  tables  0 
is  juftly  fiippofed  to  have  been  the  lii-ft  writing 
world  ;  and  therefore  this  noble  and  ufcful  in' 
was  of  divine  origin,  and  the  fnuncfetion  of  all 
after  writings,  which  have  been  fo  ufcfql 
church  in  all  ages, 

II.  I  fhall  fhew  why  the  law  was  thus,  giv 
renewed. 

I.  For  the  confirmation  of  the  natural  lai 
thou;;h  there  was  no  need  of  fuch  a  confirm; 
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he  law  of  nature  in  man's  corrupt  ftate  is  very 
Hvc.    For, 

It  cannot  carry  a  (nan  to  the  iirft  caufx:  of  all  hi:^ 
y^  even  Adam's  firll  fin,  and  difcover  the  evils 
[I  and  concupifcence  that  lurk  in  his  heart.  Mere 
'al  liglit  can  never  teach  a  man  to  feel  the 
3t;.and  curfe  of  a  fin  committed  fome  thoufandii 
:ars  before  he  was  born,  or  to  mourn  for  that 
lefs  which  he  contracted  in  his  conception,  and 
lofe  fproutings  of  iin  in  his  nature.  The  apodic 
as,  that  this  cannot  be  learned  without  the  law, 

vii.  7.  /  had  not  kno^ipn  fin  but  b^  the  law  :  for  I 
fot  known  luft^  except  the  law  had  faidy  i  hou  Jhult 
vet* 

)  The  law  of  nature  is  defective,  beciure  natural 
^ment  is  thoroughly  diftorted  and  iiif<itu.itcd,  fo 
it  is  ready  to  reckon  evil  good,  and  good  evil, 
darknef^,  and  darknefs  light.  Nature  is  re^idy  to 
tc  unto  men,  that  they  are  rich  andincreafed  with 
,  and  ftand  in  need  of  nothing ;  while  in  the  mean 
they  are  Wretched ^  and  nnferabUj  and  ptor^  and 
',  and  naked. 

.)  It  was  defeiflive,  becaufe  it  doth  not  drive  men 
)f  themfelves  for  a  remedy.  The  fubliineft  phllo- 
Y  that  ever  was  did  never  teach  a  man  to  deny 
elf,  but  always  taught  him  to  build  up  his  houle 

the  old  ruins,  and  to  fetch  (lores  and  materi.ils 
of  the  wonted  quarry.  Shame,  humiliation,  and 
ufion  of  face,  felf- abhorrence,  condemning  of 
elves,  and  flying  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  another, 
virtues  known  only  in  the  book  of  God,  and 
:h  the  learned  philolophers  would  have  cllecmcJ 

irrational  and  pufillanimous  things. 
.)  It  was  defective,  becaufe  nature  in  particular 

never  knew  nor  had  experience  of  a  better  (late, 

therefore  muil  needs  be  ignorant  of  that  full 
je  of  God  in  which  it  was  created.  As  a  man 
I  and  brought  up  in  a  dungeon  is  unable  to  con- 
:  the  flate  of  a  palace  j  or  as  the  child  of  a  noble- 


^^AK4 


tibii  tSter  woe  aftowaidK.     fa  JhiJssj 
urae  n^oed  to  fevcstf  <ir  fiitfe  Bn-^ 
focriaccif  craifaiiftwl  wc  tanMJiJj^  -di  i 
»CM  duty  Co  fine  tMceadao  ;  anibri 
«M  loaded  dwA  frtKB  ficfccr  W  fe]«  •  M 


wew  involved  in   igaoaace  of  Gad  j 

'rttefrf<>te  to  'upj-iy  ihi*  dcfecr,  gr---  ij 
k.Tf)wi«-ig«-  of  it  uiterif  pcrilhiog,  -sii 
iiiM!p;atctl  kt  .Sinii. 

.f.  To  evince  7nd  cooviocc  of  th.:  : 
lkI<xluU)r,  the  p<r«p[e  tlat  faw  cot  thii  >:s 
the  taw  W39  lliui  given  aocw,  and  men  Uw 
icr  incapacity  to  iutiu  it,  by  giving  tbat  doc  d 
it  rc'iuircd,  they  would  come,  through  thco 
of  tlie  Holy  Spirit,  to  fee  the  necefiity  c  " 
i'nr  f-ittsfyiiig  the  l^w,    both  33  to  it^  ( 
^umlty. 

Iir.  I  iliall  (hew  how  the  law  is  fummaal 
prchcndctl  m  the  ten  com  mind  men  ts. 
mariiy  cuniprciicntlcti  in  a  tliinj-,  is  to  be  i 
U]J  in  it,  to  be  abridged  and  compcr.dizedas 
The  comm*n<liaent  in  exceeding  broa-J,  wiM 
through  ihi:  M'hulc  Bible  ;  but  we  have  a  fum 
iiuji'C  view  iifitintlie  ten  comnraiids  given,* 
Luid  oil  uiuUiic  Siuii*     The  tea  cumffldodj 
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5ad$  of  all  the  duties  of  the  law  largely  contain- 
thc  whole  Bible.  They  are  the  text  which 
k  hknielf,  the  prophets,  and  apoftles  expounded. 
^  eompreJiend  the  whole  duty  of  m.m,  Eccl. 
:  jp  "*  There  is  nothing  that  God  requires  bit  may 
idaced  to  one  of  thc^  commandments.  So  faith 
luty  of  the  firfl  command,  as  it  obHgcs  men  to 
irc  whatever  God  reveals.  The  firft  command- 
:  concerns  the  objeft  of  worfliip,  requirinjj  us  to 
f  and  acknowledge  God  to  be  the  true  God,  and 
Sod,  and  to  wormip  and  glorify  him  as  fuch,  in 
and  life.  The  fecond  relates  to  the  means  of 
lip,  requiring  us  to  receive,  obferve,  and  keep 
and  entire  all  fuch  religious  worfhip  and  ordi- 
*s  as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word.  The  third 
fts  the  holy  and  reverend  ufe  of  God's  names^ 
,  attributes,  ordinances,  words,  and  works, 
fourth  requires  us  to  fanftify  the  fabbath,  that 
9vhich  he  hath  fet  apart  for  his  own  worfhip  and 
re.  The  fifth  relates  to  the  duties  we  owe  to  one 
ler  in  our  feveral  places  and  relations,  as  fupe« 
inferiors,  or  equals.  The  fixth  requires  the  pre- 
tion  of  our  own  life,  and  that  of  others*  The 
th  refpefts  the  prefervation  of  our  own  and  our 
ibour^s  chaftity,  in  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour, 
eighth  relates  to  the  lawful  procuring  and  fur« 
ag  the  wealth  and  outward  eftate  of  ourfeives 
others.  The  ninth  requires  the  maintaining  and 
toting  of  truth  between  man  and  man,  efpecially 
tne(s*bearing.  And  the  tenth  requires  us  to  be 
mted  with  our  own  condition,  and  to  have  a 
and  charitable  frame  of  fpirit  toward  our  neigh* 
and  all  that  is  his.  And  every  commandment 
ds  whatever  is  oppofite  to  or  iaconfiftent  with 
it  requires. 

to  the  rules  neccffary  to  be  obferved  for  the  right 
rftanding  of  the  ten  commandments,  the  follow** 
hings  are  to  be  noticed* 

They  rcfpect  not  only  the  outward  aftion^,  but 
)L.  II.  3  D 
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the  inward  motions  of  the  heart.  The  law  is  fplrifoaV 
and  fo  reaches  the  inward  as  well  as  the  outu-ard. 
man.  It  reaches  the  underfianding,  wll,  and  iffcc- 
lions,  and  all  the  other  powers  and  faculties  ot  the 
]oul,  as  well  as  our  Moids,  works,  and  gcftures.  Th* 
law  is  fpiiitual,  Uoni.  vii.  14.  reaching  the  heart  1, 
\vcU  ;i3  the  life  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  lludy  coir 
fcrniity  to  it  in  both.  The  Lawgiver  is  a  fpirit,  ai^ 
beholds  all  the  motions  and  inclinations  of  the  loul,- 
well  as  the  actions  of  t!ie  body  ;  and  is  grieved  a^ 
ofTended  with  the  impuntios  of  the  heart,  as  well 
with  the  enormities  of  the  life  ;  and  therefore  he  ^^ 
Hulrcs  an  internal  obedience,  as  well  as  an  outwj^ 
conformity  to  his  will.  The  law  extends  to  the  imi- 
glnatioDj  thut  moil  roving  and  unftable  fatuity  ir  J 
man,  and  to  drc.iras  thst  are  bred  there.  / 

I3ut  fome  may  fay,  What  Is  tu  be  thought  of 
dicaming  that  they  are  breaking  God's  coramioij- 
menis,  e.g.  profaning  the  fabbath-day,  fwearing,  ly&ft 
6-(.  while  really  they  are  faft  alleep,  are  notdokjw. 
nor  opening  llielr  mouths,  ^c.f 

Anf.  No  doubt  it  is  tin,  and  will  damn  thee  if  itl* 
not  pardoned,  and  wjfticd  aM'ay  by  the  blood  of  0^ 
For,  (1.)  The  Ictlpture  cnndrmus  it.  Hi.-ncctin* 
])oille,  Jude  H.  fpeaks  oi  Jilt  by  dreams  that  Jejl'^ 
Jlcjh.  (2.)  The  cunfcnt  ot  the  heart  unto  iin,  tht^ 
leclation  that  it  finds  in  it,  makes  a  man  guiltyi"? 
the  fbui  is  always  a  rational  agent,  and  tiiis  conW' 
given  to  thcfe  temptations  in  fleep.  (g.)  A  maD^l"' 
awiike  thinking  what  he  doth  is  fintul,  though uf* 
the  matter  it  be  not,  yet  it  is  fin  to  him  ;  e.g.  %'" 
taking  his  own  goods,  which  yet  he  thinks  art 
ihcr  man's,  is  guilty  of  theft  before  God :  for  ffl* 
loevcr  is  not  of  faith  is  fin.  So  is  it  in  this'* 
'  (^.)  As  thefc  things  arife  from  corrupt  nature,* 
readily  they  follow  on  fome  fuch  motions  that  pMP 
have  been  taken  up  with  when  awake,  or  from  all''* 
carnal,  and  fE'cure  frame.  They  are  looked  oa  1'^' 
Jul  by  tender  conTciences.    (5.)  As  men  may  da  lo^' 
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pleafiog  to  God  in  a  dream,  fo  may  they  do 
ling  to  difpleafe  him,  2  Kings  iii.  5.  (6.)  The 
npreffed  upon  the  heart  is  defigned  to  keep 
in  in  fleep,  Prov.  vi,  22.  23.  When  thou 
,  //  Jf?all  keep  thee.  For  the  commandment 
amp ;  and  the  law  is  light .  But  ye  may 
iThat  if  a  nian  has  been  witching  againfl  thele 
,  praying  againft  them,  &c.  and  yet  in  fleep 
to  them  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  ftill  iinful,  in  fo  far  as 
jart  complies  with  the  diabolic  fuggeftion ;  and 
ith  is,  by  grace  temptation  is  fon^etimes  refilled 
p,  as  well  as  when  we  are  awake. 
The  conimandments  require  perfeftion.     No 

obedience  can  be  admitted  or  fuftained.  The 
efecl  is  fatal,  and  cxpofes  to  the  curfe.     This 

to  ^bc  moft  ferioufly  confidered,  that  we  may 
r  need  of  Chrift's  blood  and  righteoufnefs,  to 
and  atone  for  our  obedience,  and  all  its  defects. 
Whatever  fin  is  forbidden,  the  contrary  duty  is 
anded ;  and  where  any  duty  is  commanded,  the 
ry  vice  is  forbidden;  For  inftance,  when  Gi)d 
s  us  to  have  any  other  gods  before  him,  he  at 
ne  time  commands  us  to  worlhip  and  adore  him, 
ily  living  and  true  God,  When  he  forbids  the 
lation  of  his  name,  he  requires  that  efteem  and 
nee  fliould  be  given  to  it.  When  he  forbids  to 
he  commands  the  pref^^rvation  of  oi>r  neigh- 
.  goodb,  by  all  the  means  that  are  lawful  and  pro- 
>r  us  to  ule.  When  he  forbids  us  to  kill,  he 
ands  love  to  our  neighbour,  and  the  preferyatioa 

life  by  all  lawful  means.     On  the  other  hand, 

God  requires  us  to  remember  the  fabbath-day, 

ep  it  holy,  he  forbids  the  forgetting  and  profa- 

L  of  it.     When  he  commands  qs  to  honour  our 

:s,  he  forbids  us  to  be  unduciful  or  injurious  to 

And  indeed  the  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf  re- 

this  :  for  the  duties  enjoined  by  the  law  canno^ 
formed  without  fhunning  the  vices  which  it  for^ 
afi4  th?  fins  forbidden  by  the  Uw  cajq^nQt  ^%  ^ 
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voided  unlefg  the  contrary  virtues  enjoined  bvitiw 
pwi'orrned.  This  Uiews  the  ininllicteocy  of  negidve 
I>o!intr>:  for  we  mufl  not  only  not  do  what  the  Uw 
fctbiJ^,  but  perlorm  what  it  requires;  otherwifena 
(]/b{idienc(!  is  given  to  it  at  all. 

^.  Uniier  one  fin  or  duty  all  of  the  fame  kind  are 
forl^Idden  and  ctnnmanded.  For  inflancc,  when  tbs 
Lorri  forbids  u^  ro  kill,  he  forWds  alfo  to  beat  jnd 
■wound  our  neighbour  ;  and  all  envy,  malice,  and  re* 
vcngc  are  f(jfti*d(icn  at  the  fame  time.  When  he  for. 
bida  to  comuiit  adultery,,  he  forbids  alfo  iiiceft,  forni- 
cation, and  all  uncKan  imaginations,  thoughts,  pur- 
pofef,  jnd  jfTecfcion'!.  When  he  forbids  to  ftcil,  Irt 
Jorbids  i:ipiTif,  robbery,  and  all  deceitful  dealing  by 
falle  vicights  and  iinjuft  meafurc^.  On  the  otter 
hand,  vhcn  dte  Lord  corumands  to  have  no  ocbct 
pod  but  himl'clf,  he  commands  us  to  love  him,  to  R* 
'Vereitce,  worfliip^  and  adore  him.  When  (le  cmt 
niands  us  to  remember  thf  fibbath-day,  to  ktep  it  li* 
ly,  he  couimandii  us  to  make  confcicnce  ot  the  diitia 
of  his  M'urfiitp  arid  fervice.  When  hccnmmandstisto 
love  our  ii.:Jghbour,  he  coinmsnds  us  to  do  all  M 
'good  oilices  unto  him  which  are  in  our  power  to  ptr* 
torm.  And  when  any  (iri  is  forbiddenj  all  means  Jlrf 
things  leading  thereto  are  forbidden.  And  fo  groli 
aifUons  are  named,  not  to  pafs  OTer  leiTer  ones,  but  tt 
make  them  more  abominable,  while  \vc  fee  how  God 
looks  on  them,  giving  them  fuch  grofs  names. 

5.  Tlie  prohibition  of  the  effect  includes  alfo  tlK 
prohibition  of  the  caufe,  from  wiiich  the  effect  flowfc 
j'or  iiiflance,  when  tiie  Lord  forbids  the  profanatioa 
pf  tl'.e  fabbath,  he  forbids  alfo  «11  thofe  works  bj 
whi^h  the  fabbath  may  be  profaned.  When  he  fbr- 
bidi  urclearnels,  he  forbiils  intemperance,  drunken- 
neis,  gluttony,  and  whatever  may  incite  thereunto. 
"When  he  iorbids  us  to  kill,  he  forbids  anger  and 
wiath,  malice  and  revenge,  from  which  bioudfted 
decs  uittimts  proceed.  On  the  other  hand,  when  tbe 
^yp  rt(juires  chailiiy,  it  enjoins  alfo  tempeilacc  afdi 
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fcbriety,  and  diligence  in  thofe  particular  callings. 
Vrherein  God  has  placed  men  in  the  world,  their  being. 
^eans  and  helps  thereunto,  and  the  fource  as  it  were 
from  whence  they  proceed. 

6.  The  precepts  in  the  fecond  tible  of  the  law  mulfc 
yield  to  thofe  of  the  firft,  when  they  cannot  be  both 
performed  together.  For  inftance,.  Our  love  to  our 
neighbour  muft  be  fubjefted  to  our  love  to  God ;  yea,. 
lure  are  commanded  to  hate  father  and  mother  for 
Chrill,  Lukexiv.  26.  When  our  love  to  our  parents- 
and  relations  comes  in  competition  with  our  love  to 
Chrift,  and  is  inconiiftent  with  it,  then  we  are  not 
bound  unto  it :  and  when  the  commands  of  men  rua 
crofs  to  the  commands  of  God,  then  God  is  to  be  o- 
beyed  rather  than  men,  as  the  apoiUes  ihew,  Ads 
w.  19. 

7.  Whatever  God  forbids  in  his  law  is  at  no  time 
lawful  to  be  done  \  and  whatever  he  commands 
is  always  our  duty.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  Deut.  iv. 
^.  Only  take  heed  to  thyfelf^  and  keep  thy  foul  diligently^ 
feft  thou  forget  the  things  which  thine  eyes  have  feeity 
find  left  they  depart  from  thy  heart  all  the  days  of  thy 
'fife.  Yet  every  particular  duty  is  not  to  be  done  at  all 
times :  for  there  are  many  duties  enjoined  us  which 
fuppofe  certain  conditions ;  and  if  thefe  be  wanting, 
there  is  no  place  for  the  performance  of  the  duties. 
Eor  inftance,  we  are  commanded  to  honour  our  pa- 
rents; but  this  fuppofeth  they  are  alive  or  prefent 
ivith  us,  or  cli'e  there  jcan  be  no  place  for  that  duty. 
But  whatever  vices  are  forbidden  in  God's  law,  they 
jire  at  no  time  lawful  to  be  done.  The  negative  pre- 
cepts bind  us  always  and  at  all  times.  We  are  con- 
tinually to  fliun  and  avoid  every  thing  that  is  evil. 

8.  Whatever  is  forbidden  or  commanded  withrefpccl 
to  ourfelves,  we  are  bound  according  to  our  places  and 
fiations  to  endeavour  that  it  may  be  avoided  or  per- 
formed by  others,  accorciinj:^  to  the  duty  of  tlieirpla- 
#:€«?•  Hence  it  is  faid,  Exod.  xx.  10.  The  feventh  day 
fx  the  fabb&th  of  the  Lord  thy  God :  in  it  thou  Jhqh  nU 
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ds  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  fon,   nor  thy  ddugUtr^  I 
man-ftrvantt  nor  thy  maidjervanty  &c. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  few  praftical  inferences  ft 
diis  fubjeif^. 

Inf.  r.  Tliis  doclrine  lets  us  fee  that  the  rule 
man's  obedience  is  not  -wrapt  up  in  darkncfs  acd 
&ades,  is  not  ambiguous,  or  hard  to  be  underftood. 
The  rule  is  not  far-ietched,  and  to  be  found  out  h)r 
hard  lludy  and  laborious  inquiry.  No  j  it  is  plaio  and 
obvious  to  the  common  fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind 
It  is  contained  in  ten  plain  words,  and  erfplalned 
itlufirated  in  every  boob  of  the  Bible.  Nay,  it  is 
fomc  meafure  written  on  the  hearts  of  all  men  ;  ev( 
fon  and  daughter  of  Adam  has  fome  ren; 
written  on  their  heirts,  which  all  the  boifterous  31 
dalhiiig  waves  of  corruption  have  never  been  able 
efface.  We  may  izj  of  it,  as  tht  apollie  dots  of  i 
gofpe!,  The  rule  of  thy  obedience,  O  man,  is  »/(? 
theCf  even  in  thy  heart  and  in  thy  mouth.  So  that  it  * 
in  vain  to  pretend  ignorance  of  this  rule.  All  pre- 
tences of  ignorance  in  this  n:iatter  are  mere  afTufuiiou, 
and  mod  unaccountable. 

2.  What  matter  of  regret  ia  it,  that  in  a  land  of 
light,  where  the  Bible  is,  wtiich  contains  in  it  this  rule 
of  obedience,  and  enforces  it  with  t!ie  ftrongeft  IHO* 
tivcs,  people  fliould  be  fo  ignorant  of  what  itisfc 
much  their  intercft  and  advantage  to  know  !  Tliey  are 
wofuily  ignorant  of  both  the  law  of  God,  and  tbe 
fpiritu:;!ity  and  extent  thereof;  and  pay  no  manCCf 
of  rclpecl  to  it  in  their  heart  or  practice. 

3,  Tlie  law  is  perfccl,  and  requires  a  full  conformt' 
ty  thereto.  It  rcquircB  the  utmofl:  perfeclion  in  evciy 
duty,  and  forbids  the  leatl  degree  of  every  fin.  So 
that  lite  and  falvation  are  abfoiutely  unattainable  by 
;:,  ill  regard  no  man  can  perform  Jiich  an  obedience  , 
to  it  as  iL  requires.  Our  falvation  is  fufpended  on*  1 
bcdience  to  tiie  law  ;  wiiich  lince  we  cannot  perfonHj 
ict  lis  be  induced  to  bt;tukc  ourfclvcs  to  the  ubtJieisy 
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and  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift,  by  which  the  law  is  magni- 
fied and  made  honourable,  and  with  which  God  is  well 
pleafed )  and  will  be  jpleafed  with  every  finner  that 
takes  the  benefit  thereof. 

4.  The*  commandment  is  exceeding  broad,  reaching 
to  every  motion,  defire,  and  afi'edion  of  the  heart,  as 
well  as  to  every  action  we  perform.  It  is  a  rule  both 
for  our  hearts  and  our  lives.  Let  us  then  fludy  to 
kaow  this  holy  law  of  God  in  its  fpirituality  and  ex- 
tent, and  yield  that  obedience  to  it  which  it  requires  ; 
^cere,  flowing  from  right  principles  in  the  heart,  and 
jdireAed  to  right. ends;  univerfal,  in  refpedl  of  parts, 
without  mincing ;  chearful,  in  regard  of  the  manner; 
and  conftant  and  perpetual,  as  to  the  duration.  And 
ihe  Lord  give  us  underftanding  in  all  things,  to  know 
and  do  our  duty,  to  the  glory  of  his  name. 

Love  to  God  and  our  Neighbour  the  Sum  of  the 

ten  Commandments. 

Matthew  xxii.  37.  38.  39. 

^hou  Jlmlt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty 
and  with  all  thyfoul^  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is 
the  jirfl  and  great  commandment.  And  the  fecond  is 
Hie  unto  it.  Thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

Mark  xii.  30. 
^hou  Jbalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God, — with  all  thy  ftrength. 

THIS  is  an  anfwer  made  by  our  Lord  to  a  captious 
queftion  put  to  him  by  a  learned  fcribe.  if 
Chrift  bad  pitched  on  any  particular  command  of  the 
ten,  the  lawyer,  for  fo  the  querill  is  called,  would 
certainly  have  excepted  in  fome  other,  and  accufed 
him  of  vilifying  lome  other  commands  ;  but  Chrift 
gives  the  fummary  of  both  tables  of  the  hw,  yea  of 
Sic  whole  fcriptures  touc;hiQg  a  holy  life  :  Thou  Jhalt 
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fove  tbt  Lord  thy  Csd,  &c.  la  which  words  may  be 
noticed, 

t.  The  fum  of  the  firft  table  of    the  law;  Hat 

is,  love  to  the  Lord,  and  that  fuch  love  as  is  fupfr 
nor  and  tranfcendent ;  fuch  love  as  gives  the  whole 
man  to  the  Lord,  with  all  the  ilrength  of  all  tlu 
powers  of  foul  and  hody. 

2.  The  fum  of  the  fecund  table  ;  that  is,  Uve  lemt 
neighbaur ;  and  that  fuch  love  as  we  bear  toOurfclTe^ 
(but  not  as  to  God),  fincere  and  conftant. 

3.  Chrift  cximpares  the  two  together,  fliewing  tl«t 
love  to  God  is  the  command  firll  to  be  looked  unto, 
and  by  which  the  other  is  to  be  regulated,  whcthir 
as  to  the  loving  ourfelves  or  our  neighbour.  Thefimi 
is  like  unto  it,  as  having  the  fame  authority,  and  mull 
be  joined  with  the  firii,  and  is  the  fountain  of  accept- 
able obedience  to  the  fccondtable  commands,  astk 
£rll  is  the  true  fpriag  of  acceptable  obedience  to  tilc 
firft-table  duties. 

4.  lie  fticws  the  whole  law  and  the  dodtrinc  of.lfe 
propliets  touching  hulincrs  to  depend  on  thefeastit 
fum  of  all. 

The  do^lrice  ariiing  from  the  words  is, 

DocT.  "  The  fum  of  the  ten  commandments  is,M 
"  love  tlic  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart,  withiff>    [tni 
"  our  foul,  with  all   our  flrength,  and  with  alt  oW    'ie! 
"  mind;  and  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves."     Thcfum 
of  all'the  comniands  (ye  fee)  is  love.     So  the  ten  CDni- 
mandments  are.  the  hiw  of  love;  they  are  a  law  tluiii 
chiefly  converfant  about  the  heart,  which  is  the  fcS 
of  love.     The  fcope  of  them  is  to  unite  men  to  Gal 
and  to  one  anotlier  ;    for  there  is  no  fuch  cement  of    'ad 
hearts  as  holinefs.  tkjt. 

The  text  and  doctrine  conGfts  of  two  parts.  i.Ti*  iBt] 
fum  of  the  firft  table  of  the  law  is  love  to  God.  2. Tin  ^ 
fum  of  the  Jecond  is  love  to  our  neighbour.  "i. 

L  The  fum  of  the  firft  table  of  the  law  is  low 
God. 


1. 
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;re  I  ihall  (hew. 

The  ingredients  of  this  love  to  God,  whereof  it 

ide  up. 

The  properties  of  it. 

Why  this  love  is  due  to  God. 

Hovir  love  to  the  Lord  ftands  in  relation  to  other 

nands.     ^ 

Lajlly^  Apply. 

y?,  I  fliall  ihew  the  ingredients  of  this  love  to 

,  whereof  it  is  made  up« 

Knowledge  of  him.  An  unfeen  but  not  an  un« 
m  God  can  be  loved  with  all  the  heart,  foul, 
^th,  and  mind.    Ignorant  fouls  cannot  love  God  : 

the  eye  fees  not,  the  heart  likes  not.  Hell-fire 
have  heat  without  light :  but  all  heavenly  fire 
ight  as  well  as  heat.    Thou  muft  know  God,  (i.) 

he  is,  to  wit,  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the  one  God 
rce  perfons.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft.  Thefc 
:he  object  of  divine  love.  2.  What  he  is  in  his 
>utes,  as  an  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeable 
g.  Comprehend  him  ye  cannot,  but  apprehend 
ye  muft  as  he  has  revealed  himfelf.  And  fo  when 
is  (hed  abroad  in  the  heart,  the  vail  is  firft  taken 

the  eyes. 

Chufing  of  him  for  our  God,  our  chief  good  and 
on,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  2  5.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  hut 
'  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  dejire  hejides 

rThouJbaU  love  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart.  If 
3veh]m  not  above  all,  we  do  not  truly  love  him  ; 
I  chufe  him  not  for  our  portion,  we  love  him  not 
e  all.  The  ibul  that  loves  the  Lord,  fees  that  ia 
which  may  fatisfy  it,  nothing  out  of  him  that  1% 
lary  to  make  the  foul  happy.  Hence  it  does,  by 
:e,  take  up  its  everlafting  reft  in  him,  and  finds  x 
h  to  itfelt  in  him. 

Cleaving  to  him  as  our  God  :   Love  the  Lord  thy 

Love  is  an  uniting  thing;  it  makes  the  foul 

'e  to  the  object.    Thou  mull  cleave  to  the  Lord, 

is  ways,  word,  &c.    Not  to  be  fcp.iratcd  from 

:>L.  II.  3  E 
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hiin  by  wliatfoevcr  wedg--  the  devil  or  the  woiIJmay 
diive.  Not  to  be  bitbed  train  hi;n,  nor  boafted  either, 
Cant.  viii.  7.  Mjny  walrrs  canuoi  quench  l^vt,  at'ttbtt 
(an  the  fioid!  diorun  it.  And  eicive  to  him  as  thy 
God  ;  for  fo  he  wiJ!  be  IovkI.  He  niiift  be  thy  Go^ 
before  thou  canft  love  him  aright.  Ihus  was  it  wili 
Adsm,  and  Chrift;  and  thus  it  is  with  believers. 

Henceit  is  eviJent,  (i.)  That  faiirh  is  the  firft  fptiog 
of  all  true  obedience.  'Diere  is  no  obrdience  bsit 
from  love,  no  love  but  from  tailh,  whereby  Gud  b^ 
comes  our  God.  Hnw  can  can  it  otherwiie  bei  itf 
although  GikI  is  in  hiuitelf  the  chief  good,  if  be  I* 
not  ours,  the  more  perfect  lleiug  he  is,  the  morettc 
rible  an  enemy  he  is. 

(j.)  That  the  way  prefcribcd  by  God  himfdf  (« 
lis  to  attain  love  to  him,  is  to  ap;irehend  him  fcl 
fiilh  U)  be  our  God  ;  which  now  csn  be  no  oiIier«ile 
Wt  by  fiith  in  Clirift.  So  that  ti  love  God,  tlatb 
inaylnveus,  is  a  prepofteroua  method.  But  leCUji 
boiir  to  embrace  Clirii'r,  and  fo  to  believe  G.id  luveiui 
in  him;  th'jii  {h:iU  the  hc;irc  uitrvely  flow  out  ia  ioveW 
Jiini;  I  Joimiv.  19.  We  iave  hi'ii,  beza'ift:  h^  Jlrjl  tosiini. 

4.  High  thoughts  and  a  trajifcendent  elticmofhift 
Cant.  V.  10.  My  buhve.i  is  ijuhite  and  rudJy,  the  ch'u^ 
omng  ten  thoufarsd.  He  is  the  belt  of  beings,  the  mm 
amiable  and  lovely,  that  ihincs  with  uti^>aialltllal 
pei-feaions  ;  and  thcrelore  is  to  have  the  fupi'effll 
place  in  our  eftimation  as  well  as  aOcifiions.  HereoW 
cfteem  cannot  go  too  high,  more  than  we  can  reatk 
heyond  whut  is  infinite.  We  c:innot  launch  out  W 
far  in  admiration  of  his  glory.  Thus  Ihould  we  hi^- 
ly  and  honoiir-tbiy  think  of  t:iin  as  the  belt  and  grq^ 
tif.  It  is  a  fad  character  of  tlis  wicked  man,  P1J.I. 
^.  that  Gadis  not  \n  all  hh  tho'-ibti. 

5.  Delirc  to^vard?  him,  i'i'.ii.  Ixxiii.  25.    WIuTcw* 
other  di?{;rcs  we  have,  the  iinin  iireain  of  our  dcl(Kt' 
nuili  run  towards  the  Lord,  PiaL  xsvii.  <[.  to  ihi 
joymentof  hisn  iti   this  ii;e,  and  the  perfeA  w 
luciiE  of  hiai  hercakc:' ;  ib  tiiaC  God  auc  bdi)^; 
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fbftly  enjoyed  here,  it  is  natural  to  the  lovers  of  God 
bo  defire  to  bt  with  Chrift^   PhiL  u  t^.   2  TheiT  iii.  5. 

6.  Laftty^  Complacency  in  him,  Canr.  i.  i:;.  The 
Toul  inuft  delight  in  him,  have  a  pleafure  in  him.  The 
lover  of  the  Lrtrd  is  well  pleafecl  there  is  fuch  a  being, 
well  pleafed  with  all  his  attributes,  all  his  relations  to 
Bs,  all  bis  words,  ways,  and  works.  And  the  want  of 
this  makes  men  haters  of  God  ia  the  fcripture  fente. 

Secondly i  I  fliall  Ihcw  the  properties  of  thii  love  re- 
'  lired  of  us.     It  is, 

I*  Sincere,  Aot  in  word  and  tongue  only  (hewing 
Vmch  k)ve,  Prov.  xxiii.  26.  but  inwardly,  our  hearts 
bein^  with  him,  to  him,  and  for  him. 
.    fl.  Moft  ftrcrng  and  vigorous,  even  as  much  as  we 
are  capable  of,  all  the  ftrengtli  we  are  mafters  of. 
Love  may  be  fincere,  though  not  moft  intenfe,  and 
riiat  the  gofpel  may  accept ;  but  the  law  requires  a 
perfe£lion  of  degrees  as  well  as  of  parts.     The  grez^t- 
tSt  fervour  of  a|re(flion  is  due  to  God,  and  the  grat- 
eft  ardency  of  fove,  beyond  which  we  cannot  go. 
.    J.  Pure  ^d  abiblute  for  himfelF.    Not  that  we  are 
not  to  ^vc  God  as  our  Benefactor,  Pfal.  cxvi,  11. 
but  Wjg  mud  love  him  alfo  ^nd  mainly  for  thofe  excel 
lencies  that  are  in  him,  Cant.  i.  3.  for  his  truth,  ju« 
[lice,  mercy,  holinefs,  &c. 

.  4.  A  fuperlative  and  tranfcendent  love«  We  mud 
love  God  above  all  creatures  whatfoever,  ourfelves 
or  other$i,  Luke  xiv.  26.  And  fo  mufl  all  other  loves 
be  fwaliowed  up  in  his ;  we  muit  love  nothing  be(ide 
him,  but  for  him,  and  in  due  fubordination  to  him. 

5,  An  intelligent  love,  Mirk  xii.  33.  We  muft 
love  him  as  thofe  that  fee  good  caufe  to  love  him. 
There  is  no  blindnefs  in  this  love ;  for  there  are  no 
faults  in  the  object  to  be  hid }  but  the  better  we  (t^^ 
itid  more  we  love. 

6.  Lt^Jffyj  An  efScacious  WvOrklng  love,  i  John  iii. 
18,  Thcrefoifc  fays  the  apoiide,  Rom.  xiii.  10.  Love 
^orhtb  no  ill  to  his  neighbour  :  therefore  love  is  the  fuU 
•^ilina  of  ike  lav;^     Love  devotes  «:hc  whole  it^A  ta 
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jove  cnen  is  luiiauie  lu  aim  am  lucn  a  love,  . 
nothing  lovely  in  the  creatures,  but  what  is  ei 
ly  in  him,  Matth.  xix.  17.  but  there  is  foi 
■wanting  in  all  the  creatures,  that  muft  flint  01 
lourthly,  I  fiiall  ihew  how  love  to  the  Lon 
in  relation  to  other  commands. 

1.  It  is  the  chief  duty.  It  is  what  God  ma 
quires,  and  what  we  ought  mainly  to  aim  al 
the  end,  to  which  even  faith  itfelf  is  but  the 
and  in  that  refpcA  is  by  the  apoflle  preferrec 
others,  i  Cor.  xiii. 

2.  It  is  the  compreheufive  duty  of  all.  Re 
10.  As  is  our  love,  fo  wilt  our  obedience  be. 
cur  love  perfect,  our  obedience  would  be  fb  1 
is  the  fruitful  womb  out, of  which  proceed  a 

.  duties. 

3.  It  is  an  univerfal  duty }  it  goes  throi 
■Whatever  acceptable  fervice  we  do,  muft  be 
love;  and  if  it  be  not  done  fp,  it  is  ncK  a< 
Other  duties  are  the  meat,  but  this  is  the  fall 
ion  all. 

Fifthly,  I  fhali  deduce  fome  inferences  fro: 
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moft  fhort  way  to  obedience  ?  then  love  the  Lord. 
Take  a  hold  of  this  mafter-link,  and  ye  will  draw  the 
whole  chain  after  you.  He  that  loveth  God,  will 
keep  his  commandinents ;  for  love  is  the  fulfilling  o£ 
the  law. 

3.  How  little  obedience  or  true  holinefs  is  there  ia 
the  world  ?  for  how  little  love  to  God  is  there  ?  Alas 
for  the  cold  hearts  that  make  benumbed  hands  and 
feet !  Did  men  love  God  as  he  deferves  and  requires 
to  be  loved,  could  they  break  his  commandments, 
and  live  in  fuch  careleflhcfs  and  unconcern  about  God 
^nd  his  laws,  and  the  important  concerns  of  their 
fouls,  as  the  generality  do  ?  Alas !  the  coldncfs  of 
profeflbrs  in  the  caufe  of  God,  is  a  melancholy  evi- 
dence, that  love  to  him  is  at  a  low  ebb  amongft  us. 

4.  What  an  aWurd  tiling  is  the  device  of  fuperc- 
rogating,  and  doing  more  tlian  the  law  requires  ?  We 
are  required  to  h^ve  God  with  all  our  heart,  foul, 
ftrength,  and  mind  ?  Is  it  poffible  to  go  further  than 
that  ?  Nay,  can  any  man  attain  to  fuch  a  perfect  love? 
No  perfon  that  truly  loves  God,  can  poflibly  think  he 
exceeds  the  pitch  of  loving  him  required  in  the  law. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  matter  of  grief  to  him  that  he 
cannot  love  him  enough.  Any  meafure  he  has  at- 
tained proves  unfatisfying.     He  will  ftill  defire  and  la- 

-  hour  to  have  his  love  more  incrcafcd,  and  rendered 

:  ir.ore  lively  and  intcnfc.     So  far  will  he  be  from  ima- 

'  gining  he  loves  God  more  than  it  is  his  duty  to^o. 

•     5.  There  is  no  true  religion  where  there  is  no  hcart- 

Tcligion  ;  and  llicre  is  no  refped  to  the  law,  where 

,  there  is  no  love.     It  is  in  vain  for  men  to  pretend  to 

be  religious,  while  they  have  no  principle  of  love  to 

^  God  implanted  and  operating  in  llitir  hearts.     Exter- 

^  sal  obedience  is  of  no  avail  without  internal,  founded 

upon  and  proceeding  from  love  to  God  as  its  fource. 

All  true  obedience  \o  the  fruit  of  love  to  God  ;  and 

uhere  love  prevails  in  the  heart,  there  will  be  a  lin- 

ccrc  icfpecl  to  all  G(.d's  commanda:cnts,  to  his  word^ 

'<his  ordinances,  and  inUilutioxis, 
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6.  Let  us  all  be  induced  to  love  Ood  with  Jlleur 
heart,  with  all  our  Ihul,  with  all  our  ftrength.  and 
with  all  our  mind;  citeeming  and  preferring  him  a- 
bove  all  other  thing*,  acquilitions,  poffsfiions,  and  to* 
joyments ;  giving  nim  the  chief  room  in  uur  heart!, 
delighting  and  rcfting  in  him  is  our  chief  good  and 
upm^king  portion  J  deliring  to  be  more  and  moreac 
quaintcd  *'ith  him,  and  ardently  longing  to  have  eo* 
pious  nunifeftatioiis  ot  his  love  and  grace  made  lo 
uurfelvcs;  and  in  a  fmcere  refpecl  to  ail  his  laws,  fit 
tutes,  and  precepts.  And  let  us  be  ready  to  part  will* 
all  we  have,  all  our  enjoynicnls  and  pofll-flions,  how- 
ever valuable  and  dear  they  nuy  be  to  us,  at  tift 
Lord's  call  and  command,  whenever  we  can  ktep 
them  no  longer  in  a  cnnliftency  with  our  iovj  to  tioo 
and  his  caufe.  We  mull  forlake  all  to  follow  Chrilt; 
and  lay  down  our  Ide  rather  than  not  love  the  Lenl 
our  God. 

I  now  proceed  to  confiJer  the  fecond  part  oftbc 
text  and  dodtrine,  viz. 

U.  The  fum  of  the  fecond  table  of  the  law  is  love 
to  our  neighbour. 

In  difcoiirhng  from  thEs  point,  I  fliall  flien*, 

1.  Who  is  our  neiglibour. 

2.  What  is  tliat  love  we  owe  to  our  neighbour, 

3.  How  we  are  to  !ovc  our  neighbour. 
^.  LajUy,  Apply  the  point. 

FirJ},  1  am  tu  ihcw  mHo  is  our  neighbour.  Effciy 
pian  IS  our  neiglibour,  known  orunkiiown,  friendW 
foe,  good  or  bud,  Luke  s,  29.  37,  Tiiis  nelglibooP- 
Jiuud  is  founded  on  two  tilings,  efpeci^lly,  i.  TW 
fomraon  relation  tliat  is  among  all  as  branches  of  tat 
Itock,  having  one  comuion  nature,  Acls  xvii.  S*. 
^.  The  common  capacity  of  al!  to  enjoy  the  faincGddt 
^nd  to  meet  In  him  ;  al!  men  biing  capable  of  tbtt 
(lapFinefs,  becaufe  of  their  immortal  louls  capable  o£ 
enjoying  an  inhnite  good-     Hence  ice, 

\.  iiuw  the  Jiiti^d  of  evU  la^n  aad  lave  (d  tl|||j^ 
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may  be  reconciled ;  PHil.  cxxxix.  2  r.  Do  not  I  hate 
ihem^  O  Lord,  that  hate  thee?  and  am  not  I  grieved 
with  thofe  that  rife  up  againft  thee?  Compare  the 
text,  Tbou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  We  have 
the  common  grounds  aforementioned  whereon  to  love 
all  men  ;  but  forafmuch  as  fin  is  a  depravation  of  that 
common  nature,  and  the  only  thing  that  mars  mens 
BDJoyment  of  God,  we  hate  their  fins,  though  we 
love  their  perfons  ;  as  we  hate  the  moth,  bccaufe  we 
tovc  the  garment.  Hatred  to  mens  perfons,  whoever 
3r  whatever  they  be,  is  inconliftent  with  this  com- 
mand thac  enjoins  the  love  of  our  neighbour  as  well 
fts  the  love  of  God.  But  to  hate  and  abhor  their  fins 
and  evil  deeds,  is  quite  confiilent  with  love  to  their 
perfons.  And  agreeably  to  this  David's,  hatred  to 
thofe  who  hated  God,  ultimately  terminated  on  their 
Gns,  and  not  their  perfons. 

2.  We  fee  here  a  ground  whereon  we  ought  to  love 
our  enemies.  Their  common  nature  with  us,  and 
their  common  capacity  of  happinefs  with  us  in  the  en- 
joyment of  God,  remains,  thoug;h  they  do  evil  to  us ; 
and  therefore  we  are  bid  pray  for  them,  Matth.  v.  44-. 
Jj^ve  your  enemies,  blcfs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  q^ood  to 
them  that  hate  you,  and  pr.iy  for  them  which  defpitefully 
ufe  you  and  ferfecute  you  *. 

Secondly,  I  Ihall  (hew  what  is  that  love  we  owe  to 
Dur  neighbour.     In  it  tlierc  is, 

1.  A  due  eftcem  of  him,  i  Pet.  ii.  17.  Love  the  bro* 
fherhood.  There  are  no  perfons  but  who  have  fome- 
thing  for  which  they  arc  to  be  cfteemed.  Some  have 
grace,  all  have  gifts  natural  or  nu)ral  in  greater  or 
leiFer  meafure,  which  are  from  God,  Jim.  i.  17.  None 
want  precious  fouls,  that  are  of  more  worth  and  value 
than  the  world.  And  the  pearl  niuft^bc  cfteemed  pre- 
E:ious,  thougii  in  a  dunghill. 

2.  Benevolence  or  goo<l-will  to  them,  Luke  vi.  31. 

•  •  This  fcibjeft  of  lovinn;  our  enemies  may  be  feen  well  handled  ia 
1  coIle^L^ioii  01  thib  »u.hor*i  fcrranna,  lately  publiflied,  entitled,  Thi 
4ifiimguijhing  charatlen  of  tut  believtrs^  p.  248.  274. 


\>uu  ziiu  uui  uci^iiuuui  :  uuu  liicic)uic  yre  uu 
out  ourfelvcs  to  be  ufcfnl  in  the  world,  and 
vance  the  good  of  nMinkind,  fo  far  as  we  are 

^.  Complacency  or  doll^ht  in  them,  (o  fai 
good  thing  appears  in  thcni,  i  Pet.  is.  17.  H 
?Wff.  This  dotli  in  a  fpccial  manner  belong 
faint.s,  thofe  cxctlieiit  ones,  in  whom  lhout< 
our  dcliglii,  Plal.  xvi,  3.  Yet  a  dehght  in  tl 
gifts  of  God  in  aii)'  man,  and  their  amiable  < 
and  difpolitions,  is  our  duty. 

T/jtrJ/y,  I  fliall  fliL'w  how  we  are  to  love  oui 
bour  ;  As  our/ehes,  fjys  the  text.  Here  two 
are  to  be  noticed. 

I.  That  thiTc  is  an  allowable  fclflove,  alt 
we  may  and  ought  to  bc»r  to  ourfelves;  fur 
the  rule  of  love  to  our  neighbour.  We  are 
our  own  bodies,  by  all  lawful  means  to  fee 
welfare.  For,  fays  the  ipoftle,  Eph.  v.  29. 
ever  yet  hated  his  cwn  flefh ;  but  ncurijheth  a. 
r'ljhelh  it.  And  we  are  to  love  our  own  foi 
all  means  to  endeavour  their  falvation,  and  to 
of  all  that  may  obftruct  it.     For  fays  WifJom 
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:Tie  manlier;    As  to  the  matter,  this  likenefs  lies 

Ay  in  three  things. 

•)  That  we  neither  wifh  evil  nor  do  evil  to  our  neigh* 

r,  more  than  to  ourfelves.    (2.)  That  we  wilh  all 

d  to  our  neighbour  as  to  ourfelves,  and  be  ready 

lo.all' we  can  to  procure  and  further  it;     (3.)  That 

defire  thefe  things  to  our  neighbour,  out  of  a  true 

eft  to  him  and  his  advantage,  not  our  own. 

LS  to  the  manner,  (i.)  We  miift  love  our  neighbour 

:ruly  and  really  as  we  love  ourfelves.     No  man 

ns  a  love  to  himfelf ;  fo  muft  our  love  to  others  be 

sigi^ed,  not  like  the  devouring  lips  and  the  wick- 

leart. 

t.)  Earneftly^  as  we  love  ourfelves  without  coldnefs 

remiflhefs,  Matth.  xxiv.  12.     This  is  a  fire  that 

lid  never  ilacken,  but  burn  intenfely. 

J.)  Conftantlyi  without  changing.     Though  they 

lot  fo  favourable  to  us  at  all  times,  yet  v/e  are  ftill 

3vc  them  as  ourfelves.    Our  love  to  them  muft  not 

iifpended  on  their  love  to  us^  and  the  effects  of  it : 

it  muft  glow  to  them,  even  though  we  meet  with 

rateful  returns. 

7urthlyj  I  fhall  now  draw  fame  inferences  froni 

pointy  the  loving  of  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves^ 

if.  I*  Great  need  have  we  to  have  our  felf-lovc 

tfied«     For  as  when  the  rUle  is  wrong,  nothing 

be  right  that  is  regulated  by  it  ;  fo  when  our 
1  to  ourfelves  is  wrong,  we  cannot  rightly  love 

neighbour^  This  is  the  love  of  companions  in 
who  involve  themfelves  and  one  another  in  one 
mon  ruin  4    *  >    , 

.  All  the  commands  of  the  fecond  table  have  refpeft 
urfelves  in  the  firft  place  as  our  neareft  neighbour, 
is,  Thou  Jhalt  not  kill ;  that  is.  Thou  fhalt  not  kill 
elf  nor  thy  neighbour.  So  the  duties  of  religion 
reduced  to  thefe  three,  to  live  foberly^  righteoujly^ 
godly ^  Tit.  ii.  12. 

Hatred  of  our  neighbour  is  an  univerfal  fin  a- 
ft  the  commands  of  the  fecond  table  ^  as  love  to 
QU  II.  3  F 


lor  ineir  louis  anu  tucir  uoaics  are  noc  cneir  ( 

the  Lord's. 

(2.)  Tliofc  that  love  themfelves  only,  and 
ncighboiii'3  ;  who  value  not  how  it  be  with  ( 
it  go  well  with  themfelves  ;  and  can  comforta 
up  themlclves  on  the  ruius  uf  others.  All  ( 
own  thing?.  ITib  is  a  moft  bafc  and  fdfifl 
tion,  deltiuclive  of  focicty,  and  very  ofit 
God. 

(3.)  Thofe  that  love  fome  of  tlieir  neighbi 
not  all.  One  will  fay.  Such  an  one  is  my  cc 
it  fo  ;  but  yet  love  to  him  is  law ;  and  his  1 
gainft  yiJii  cannot  diffolve  the  obligation  of 
of  God  CO  love  him.  Love  him  that  he  m: 
friend  ;  love  him,  but  not  his  faults,  'i'he  a 
he  has  of  thy  love,  that  he  may  be  reclaiiae 
rnn  to  the  phylician  for  love  to  the  man,  i 
difcafc.  The  loving  and  Shewing  love  to  o. 
nur  enemy,  is  tlie  faireft  and  readiell  way  t( 
and  gain  him.  If  any  tiling  will  do  it,  this  i: 
feafible  means. 

(4.)  Thofe  thatlovcin  word,  but  hate  in  he 
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in  need  tof  it ;  they  do  him  110  fervice,  though  it  be 
k  their  power,  and  his  circumftances  require  it. 
Such  lov^e  is  alt  pretence,  witliout  fubftance  or  reali- 

(d.)  LajH^^  They  that  do  not  love  the  Lord's  people, 
irho  are  their  bed  neighbours,  tiie  fubftance  and 
Atngth  of  a  church  and  nation,  who  are,  as  Elijah 
^s,  the  ckaricts  of  Ifraely  and  the  bcrfemen  thereof. 
Love  18  a  duty  to  them  above  all  men,  for  what  they 
are  in  themfelves,  lovers  of  God  and  all  good  men, 
and  for  the  relation  they  ftand  in  to  God  as  his  people. 
Us  redeemed  and  fanftified  ones,  who,  when  the  time 
4rf  their  warfare  here  is  accomplifbed,  fhall  be  tranfla* 
ted  to  the  kingdom  of  glory,  to  the  houfe  not  made 
vlth  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Not  to  love  them 
is  a  great  fin,  inconfiftent  with  the  law  and  love  of 
Cod ;  and  to  hate  them,  efpccially  on  account  of  their 
goodncfs,  is  direci:  rebellion  againft  God,  an  Infiilt  to 
the  Majefty  of  heaven,  whole  fubjecls  and  fervanis 
they  are. 

5.  Let  us  ftudy  to  love  our  neighbour,  and  to  bury 
all  ftrifes,  animofities,  hatred,  and  malice.  For  mo- 
tives, conlidtr, 

(i.)  That  little  neighbour-love  is  a  fad  fign  of  little 
love  to  God ;  i  John  iv.  20,  If  a  man  ffty^I  love  God^ 
Md  hateth  his  brother^  he  is  a  liar ;  for  h^  that  loveth 
iM  his  brother  zvho??i  he  hath  feen^  hew  can  he  love  God 
^hom  he  hath  not  feen  f     , 

(2.)  Confider  the  bond  of  one  common  nature, 
J*^hich  Ihould  cement  and  knit  together  all  of  the 
a»Dc  fpecies.  Lions  ind  wolves  do  not  prey  on'  their 
''^n  kind,  but  fliew  kindnefs  to  qnc  another,  As 
'en  are  of  one  common  nature  derived  ffom  Adam, 
^uid  they  not  love  and  fliew  kindnefs  to  one  ano- 
*r  ?  for  they  are  ftriclly  brethren,  and  ^re  as  (Iriclly 
?^<3  to  love  one  anocher  as  fuch. 
3->  Confider  the  love  of  God  and  Chrift  to  men/ 
^  moft  free,  unmerited,  unfought,  and  unfoiicit- 
-They  Ipyed  not  friends,  but  Enemies  3tnd  i:<;b'^l-:^    | 

3  F  3  1 
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who  had  tifeen  up  arms  againft  their  CreafoT  utl 
Sovereign  Lord.  Mtn  liad  by  thdrfin  involvoJllian' 
felves  m  utter  ruin,  and  could  not  help  th«Dlilnfc 
In  fuch  deplorable  circumftiinces  did  God  fis  liiikivf 
on  them,  and  Tend  his  Son  to  redeem  them  fmra  tb 
curfe  of  ilie  l.w,  and  from  the  \rrath  tn  come, If 
laying  down  his  life  for  them.  And  fhail  notfudii 
glttrious  aod  unfpeafcable  inftance  of  the  low  of  At  [Oi 
greai  God  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  ruined  tjc! 
of  faJlen  man.  excite  and  ftir  us  up  to  Jovcouriwgi'  J] 
liour,  and  to  do  him  all  the  fervice  we  canbolfiisKi 
hi"  temporal  and  eternal  intercfts  ? 

Lajlly,  How  happy    would  the  world  be  if 
loved  others  as  themlelves  !  Suppofe  ten  men; ' 
would  contraft  ten  into  one,  and  multiply  one 
ten.     How  happy  would  each  of  thefe  ten  be,  *'* 
would  have  ten  hearts  to  care  for  him,  twenty  tp 
to  fee  for  him,  twenty  bands  to  work  for  him.  u'    ^ 
twenty  fee":  to  travel  for  him  !  I. 

Let  ihc  Lord's  people  cfpecinlly  love  one  aw'^'^'  " 
They  are  tlie  inns  of  God,  and  the  brethren  of  CtoS. 
God  loved  them  with  an  everlafting  love,  aod^i  ''■ 
loving-kindnels  he  drew  them  to  himfelf,  ChiiftRi 
deemed  lliem  at  no  Icfs  price  than  that  of  his  nw 
precious  blood.  '1  lie  Holy  Spirit  is  their  Sanflfef 
snd  Comforter,  and  \\\\\  abide  with  them  for  Mftl 
They  are  members  of  one  family,  felIow-citiiens,rf 
of  the  houtehold  of  faith.  They  are  members  of 
body,  of  which  Chrift  is  the  h^ad.  They  haveWl 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm,  and  one  hope  of  tb» 
calling.  They  liave  all  fled  from  one  city,  that  of  fa 
and  dellruftion  ;  and  they  are  travelling  uolo  W* 
heavenly  country.  They  are  all  clothed  with  * 
garment,  the  complete  righteoufncfs  of  their  Siirt 
and  High  Prieft.  They  arc  all  the  fpoufc  of  Ciaft 
who  fs  one.  They  are  all  brethren,  children  of  ft* 
promifc.  Shall  then  fuch  perfons  fall  out  by  the  WJf- 
Nav,  fliall  tiiey  not  dearly  love  one  another?  Btiitt 
ty  affeSliQned  me  to  amtber  ;  Jays  (he  apoftle,  "^i^^ 
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^  /ovf,  Roiti.  xii.  10.  Let  brotherly  love  continue^ 
»  xiii.  I.  Such  love  is  a  Aire  and  infallible  fign  of 
r  being  the  friends  and  followers  of  Chrift.  By 
^  fays  our  Lord,  Jhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
^^leSf  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.  Be  at  peace 
I  annong  yourfelves,  and  fliew  that  ye  are  fubjecls 
lie  Prince  of  peace,  and  heirs  of  the  legacy  of 
:e  which  he  has  left  yoq. 

The  Prefiacc  to  the  ten  Commandments. 

EXODIJS  XX.    2. 

n  the  herd  thy  God^  which  have  brought  thee  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt ^  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage. 

OME  take  thefe  words  (which  are  the  firft  of  that 
I  fpeech  fpoken  immediately  by  God  himfelf)  to 
I  part  of  the  firft  commandment,  fliewing  who  is 
true  God,  that  is  to  be  our  God.  Our  catechifm 
ermines  them  to  be  a  preface  to  all  the  com- 
idments;  and  though  they  have  a  particular  rela- 
i  to  the  firft  command,  Thou  Jhalt  have  no  other 
f,  before  me^  viz.  the  Lord  thy  Gcd,  who  have  brought 
*  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ^  out  cf  the  houfe  of  bondage  ; 
feeing  the  firft  con)niandment  has  a  common  rela- 
a  to  all  of  them,  and  is  interwoven  with  all  the 
:,  and  the  words  natively  enforce  obedience  to  the 
ole,  they  are  fct  here  as  a  preface  to  all  the  com- 
nds,  like  a  magnificent  entry  into  a  palace  deco- 
id  with  the  arms  of  the  owner.  In  the  words 
fider, 

.  The  Speaker  and  Giver  of  thefe  commandments, 
s  the  Lordj  particularly  Jefus  Chrift,  who  gave  this 
'  in  name  of  the  Trinity.  This  is  plain  from  the 
pturc.  Acts  vii.  38.  Heb.  xii.  2/j.  25.  26.  It  wa§ 
that  brought  the  people  out  of  Egypt,  and  that 
reared  iu  the  bufh  that  burnt  with  fire,  and  yrt 


■*  tcaciietn  us»  1  liac  Decaule  uod  is  ttie  u 
*'  our  God  and  Redeemei-,  therefore  we  are  1 
*'  keep  all  his  commandments/* 

But  it  may  be  alked.  Why  docs  the  Lord  b 
of  arguments  to  induce  us  to  obedience?  . 
caufc  he  loves  tu  work  on  man  as  a  ratipcal  i 
according  to  the  principles  nf  his  nature.  I: 
iiiys,  Hof.  :ifi.  j^.  /  drew  them  with  cords  of  a  m 
bands  of  love.  And  becaufc  he  delights  in 
dieoce  but  what  is  unconllrained  and  chcarfu 
truly  matter  of  wonder,  that  the  infinitely- 
God  fliould  be  at  fo  great  pains  to  incline  mai 
fue  his  own  happinefs. 

Here  I  {hall  conlider  the  fevcral  reafons 
dience  mentioned  in  the  text  and  dotflriaej  : 
draw  fome  inferences  for  application. 

Firji,  As  to  the  firft  reafbn  for  obedience 
commandments,  it  is  in  thefe  words,  I  am  I 
or  Jj.iiovAH  ;  that  is,  an  eternal,  unchangea 
having  his  being  of  himfelf,  and  from  whom 
is  derived,  Exod.  iii.  14.  I  AM  THAT  I  Al 
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Z ;  they  had  no  cxiftencc  till  he  gave  it  them  ; 
if  bepleafe,  theyihall  be  no  more,  but  be  reduced 

their  primitive  nothing  ;  and  all  t||ieir  being  was 
ved  from,  and  wholly  depends  upon  him.  But 
vas  fipom  all  eternity  an  independent  and  felf-exift- 
being.  (4.)  The  conftancy  and  perpetuity  of  his 
ire  and  will ;  /  am  that  I  am  ;  i.e.  I  am  the  fame 

ever  I  was,  and  will  be  the  fame,  without  all 
ability  in  my  nature,  will,  and  purpofes.  This 
re  includes  thefe  four  reafpns  for  our  obeying  hi9 
.mandments* 

.  The  infinite  excellenqr  and  perfection:  of  his  na- 
,  whereby  he  is  the  natural  Lord  of  all  his  crea- 
sy Jer.  X.  7.  He  is  infinitely  above  us,  and  fo 
ious  in  his  fupereminent  perfections,  that  the  view 
:hem  nmft  natively  caufe  us  poor  worms  to  fall 
*n  at  his  feet,  and  receive  his  commands ;  and 
:es  our  rebellions  monftrous,  more  than  if  a  glow- 
in  ihould  contend  with  the  fun  in  its  n[>eridian 
:htnefs. 
r   He  k  Lord  Creator  to  us,  that  gave  us  our'be- 

and  we  are  the  workmanship  of  his  hands,  and 
therefore  to  be  at  his  difpofal,  as  the  pots  are  at 
.  of  the  potter,  Pfal.  c.  2.  3.  Whatever  we  have, 
guc,  bands,  foul,  body,  &c.  all  is  from  him  j  how 
we  then  decline  his  government  ? 
•  He  is  Lord  Rector,  fupreme  Governor  and  Law- 
er  to  us,  whofe  will  is  our  law.  Jam.  iv.  12. 
re  is  one  lawgiver.  This  he  is  as  Jehovah,  the  foun- 
i  of  all  being,  which  gives  him  an  abfolute  and  ilH- 
cd  dominion  over  us.  So  that  difobedience  to  his 
imands  is  the  highefl  injuftice  we  are  capable  of. 
.•  He  is  lx)rd  Confervator  of  us,  the  preferver  of 
ci*Ilev.  iv.  II.  Every  moment  we  have  a  conti- 
:d  creation  from  him,  without  which  we  could  no 
re  fubfifi:  than  the  beams  of  the  fun  without  the 
'  itfelf,  but  would  immediately  dwindle  into  no- 
ng.  Being  then  thus  upheld  wholly  in  our  being 
him,  ihould  we  not  wholly  be  for  him  ? 


I.  What  covcnint  is  this  ?  It  is  the 
whereby  he  was  ifrael's  Cotl  before  the  givin 
Uw  on  Sinai ;  for  this  plainly  relates  to  a  fori 
tion  betwixt  them,  by  virtue  of  which  tli 
brought  out  of  Kgypt.  This  was  then  no  o 
the  covenant  with  Abraham  and  his  feed,  C 
7.  &  XV.  18.  and  by  virtue  of  the  coveaaal 
to  Abraham  it  was,  that  they  were  delivero 
Egypt,  Gen.  XV.  13.  14.  6*c.  That  was  not 
venant  of  works,  for  it  is  ftill  oppofed  to 
Ro'u.  iv.  therefore  it  is  the  covenant  of  grac 

Und^r  this  covenant  with  Abraham  all 
cording  to  the  fiefti  were  in  an  external 
whereby  God  had  a  more  fpecial  right  over  tl 
the  rell  of  the  world  ;  and  To  is  it  with  all 
within  the  vifibte  church  at  this  day.  But 
cording  to  the  Spirit,  the  elect  of  God  and 
the  fpiiitual  feed  of  Abraham,  were  and  are  1 
perly  under  this  covenant,  and  that  in  a  lavi 
ncr,  Rom.  iv.  11.  12.  13.  So  that  this  real 
general  to  ail  thewurld,  but  peculiar  to  the  < 
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i.  The  confeat  to  the  covenant  binds  to  the.obedi- 
tnce  of  ail  tlie  comniands;  The  covenant  is,  /  will 
pii  mf  laws  into  their  minds j  and  write  them  in  th.?l 
hearts  ;  arid  I  will  be  to  them  a  Godj  and  they  fhall  be  to 
me  a  people^  Heb.  viii.  10.  So  confenting  that  G  xl 
ihall  be  our  God,  we  take  on  us  the  yoke  of  all  nis 
commands,  to  be  for  him  only,  wholly  j  and  for  e/er^ 
2  Cor.  viii,  5.  If.  xlivi  5. 

2.  The  honour  of  the  covenant.  Thereby  finners 
arc  advanced  into  a  near  relation  to  God.  They  be^ 
come  his  fervants,  whofe  honour  it  is  to  ferve  him  ; 
iu8  friends,  whofe  honour  ic  is  to  advance  his  interefl: 
Vi  the  world ;  his  fpoufe^  whdfe  honour  it  is  to  bd 
fsc  him,  and  obey  him  ;  his  members^  whofe  honour 
U.is  to  ferve  himfelf  of  them. 

•  3..  The  privileges  of  the  cQveiislnt,  Luke  i.  74.  75; 
iuch  arc  regeneration j  whereby  a  new  nature  is 
given,  to  be  a  principle  of  new  life,  i  Cor.  Vi  17. 
Juftificatioii,  whereby  the  curfe  is  taken  off  the  tree, 
that  it  may  be  ho  more  barren^  Sancllfication^  where- 
by  they  die  unto  (in,  arid  live  unto  righteoiifnefs ; 
eyen  as  the  curing  of  the  lame  and  paliied  man  obliges 
iiim  to  beftir  himfelfi 

4.  'fhe  great  end  of  the  covenant,  Which  is  nd 
other  but  to  reftore  fallen  man  to  his  primitive  inte- 
grity, and  to  bring  him  to  a  ftate  of  perfeft  afllmilation 
to  God,  Cant*  iii.  9.  10.  The  holinefs  required  in  thd 
ten  commandments  is  the  kingdom  and  the  throne^ 
from  which  the  devil  had  expelled  and  pulled  niaa 
down.  This  covenant  is  entered  into  for  the  refloringr 
him  again  to  that  kingdom,  and  fo  binds  to  endea- 
vours that  way* 

Thirdly^  The  laft  reafon  is  drawn  from  the  redemp- 
tion and  deliverance  wrought  for  his  people.  The 
hiftory  is  well  known,  and  fome  of  fhe  leading  circum-« 
ftances  of  it  will  be  mentioned  anon.  Here  1  will 
fhew, 

1.  Why  this  deliverance  is  conimemorated  here* 

2.  What  reafon  for  obedience  there  is  in  iy 
Vol.  U.        ,  0  G 
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I.  1  ITaall  (hew  wby  this  deliverance  is  coi^m 
rated  here. 

(li)  To  fliew  the  faitbfulnefs  of  God  to  hii 
mite  and  covenant  with  Abraham,   Gen.  xv.  ly 
And  fo  he  fliews  Iiimfclf  to  be  jchovah  by  ocular 
monftralion,  Exod.  vi.    5. 

(2.)  Tlicftrangenefa  of  that  deliverance.    Wbentfel 
Ifraclitcs  were   groaning  under  their  ta&nialiers  0 
Egypt,  and  had  no  proCpcc^  of  relief,  the  I,ortini& 
up  Mufcs  to  be  a  deliverer  unto  them.     He  ftntliiffl 
in  before  Pharaoh  to  work  wonders  in  his  /igh!.  Tte 
Lord  delivered  his  people  with  a  mighty  cmd  aw 
outftrctchcd  arm.     He  fent  plague  after  plague  up* 
Pharaoh,    till  he  fent  Iliacl  away,  blafting  ikfruia    ^ 
of  the  earth,  killing  the  beafts  of  the  field,  thefifiw 
in  the  rivers,  and  ail  the  firft  born  in  tlic  Iwi/   |^j 
Egypt :   and  when  ICrael  went  out  of  Egypti  W    [ojp 
liiade  the  waters  of  the  fea  to  part,   and  beCQfflg    ^ 
wall  unto  them  ;  they  marched  on  dry  ground  in  ft 
midft  of  the  fea  ;  ic  was  afafe  paffagc  to  the  Kncli"!! 
but  a  grave   to   the  Egyptians,  Pharaoh  andbisli'" 
being  overthrown  in   tlic    ir.idft  of    the  fci.   ^W(    |^ 
this  was  a  ftrangc  and  miraculous  deliverance,  si* 
ty  never  to  be  forgotten  ;  and  thertfore  it  is  comB* 
nioratcd  here,  to  bind  them  to  obedience.  |j 

(3.)    Becaufe  it  was  a  muft  great  and  memon* 
benefit.     They  were  delivered  from  cruel  tyrtiif' 
They  were  flaves  to  the  Egyptians,  who  macie  them* 
ieive  with  rigour.    They  had  cruel  tafkraaftcisfcto'J 
thcin,  who  put  them  to  hard  labour.     All  theirD* 
children  were  appointed  to  be  killed,    or  drownw' 
the  river  Niic.     '1  heir  afiliclion   and  bondage  Wll* 
great  that  they  were  nude  to  figh  and  gniaHi 
their  cry  went  up  to  heaven.     Hence  Eg)'; 
the   iron  furnance,  lleut.  iv.  lo.  and  here  ii « --, 
the  fjsuj's    of  l!ct7i/a^^e.      Again,    tiiey    were  ddi*^ 
irvm  Egypt,    a   place  oveiwhelmed   with  pc""^ 
and  abGUiinations.     The  Egyptians  were  grofs  io*    j,, 
tLrd,  hiving  changed  the  ghry  of  tut  umorrv^w^W    ■^ 
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'  an  tfn(3^€  made  like  tQ  cdrruptible  man^  and  to  birds^ 
I  four-footed  beajis^  and  creeping  things^  Rom,  i* 
They  worfhipped  birds,  and  beafts,  and  creeping 
DgpB  ^  as  the  hawk,  the  ox,  the  crocodile ;  yea. they 
»r{bipped  onions  and  garlic.  Now,  confidering  how 
me  the  Jews  were  to  idolatry,  it  wa«  a  great  mercy 
be  delivered  froni  an  idolatrous  land.  This  wis  % 
la!  and  memorable  favour*  Jofhua  reckons  it  a- 
ng  the  chief  and  nioft  memorable  mercies  of  Gtod 
Abraham,  that  he  brought  him  put  of  Ur  of  the 
kldces^,  where  his  anceftors  ferved .  ftrange  gods^ 
3  irtay  not  this  deliverance  from  Egypt  be  juftly 
coned  among  the  choice  mercies  of  God  to  Ab- 
am's  pofterity  ? 

4.)  It  was  a  late  and  frefli  ipftance  of  God's  kind^ 
\  to  them^  Which  leaves  an  imputation  of  forget- 
lefs  of  old  mercies  on  man's  nature,  for  which 
i  ftirs  them  up,  by  the  neweft  and  lateft,  to  obedi- 

^.)  Becaufe  it  was  a  fype  of  the  fpiritual  deliver- 
c  by  Jefus  Chrift  from  fin,  Satan,  and  bell.  1.) 
K^as  typical  of  the  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of 
Now,  of  all  fervitudesi  fin  is  tl^e  worft ;  for  it 
aves  the  foul.  Before  converfion,  fays  AugulUne^ 
as  held  not  with  an  iron  chain,  hut  with  the  obfti- 
y  of  my  own  will.  In  this  flavery  the  foul  is  dif- 
tcd  and  drawn  afunder  as  it  were  by  the  powerful 
vingsof  contrary  lufts  and  paffions.  .2.)  Of  their 
iverance  from  Satan.  Thu?  all  men  by  nature  are 
:hc  houfe  of  bondage.  They  are  enflavcd  to  the 
'il,  who  is  called  the  god  of  this  world,  and  is  faid 
rule  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  Sinners  are 
ier  his  command,  and  he  exercifeth  an  abfulute 
ifdielion  over  them.  He  blinds  their  minds  with  ig- 
"apce  and  error ;  rules  in  their  niemorieSs  inaking 
m  to  remember  that  which  is  evi^  and  forget  thaC 
ich  is  good ;  in  their  wills,  drawing  them  to  the 
e  and  pniclice  of  fin,  fcfr.  3.)  Of  their  deliver*- 
:c  frj^  hell.     All  men  by  natur?  are  childrcji  ^ 
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wrath,  and  liable  to  condemnation  in  hell  for  ctct. 
Now  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  price  and  power,  delivers 
his  eieft  from  the  ftatc  of  bondage  to  fin  and  Siiin, 
Heb.  ii.  15.  and  trom  the  wrath  th'tt  is  to  comt, 
I  Theff.  i.  10.  And  this  is  done  not  for  all  men,  but 
pnly  for  thefpiritual  Ifrael  of  God,  who  were  typilid 
by  the  Kraelites.  1^ 

2.  I  ftiall  (hew  what  reafon  for  obedience  there  istf  \\ 
this  deliverance  here  commemorated.     There  is  grta 
realbn. 

(i.)  Benefits  received  arc  moft  powerful  enoagenKiill 
to  duty,  Ilom.  ii.  ^.  and  the  greateft  benefits  wedie 
Itror.gcft  engagements-  And  no  greater  benefil  itt 
men  capable  of  than  that  deliverance  from  the  fpirii  1)1 
tual  bondage  which  the  godly  Ifraelitcs  had  aswala  fc 
the  other,  and  which  agrees  to  us  New-tefiaaiD*  \\ 
imiX"^,  Col.  i.  13.  I  Cor.  vi.  19.  20. 
r— ad^)  This  dcliveraoce  is  wrought  for  that  cad,ai>  Hk 
K  that  ijLliverance  men  are  put  in  a  capacity  tofffVE 
toe  i  ord.  which  othcrwife  they  were  not,  Lukei. 
74.  75.  While  they  were  in  their  hai'd  bondage  inE- 
gypt;  Pharaoh  wuuld  not  differ  them  to  go  lervetlK  i;li 
Loidj  but  now  thry  had  nothing  to  hinder  thm 
from  it.  So  when  men  are  under  the  bondage  of  tbc 
covenant  of  works,  they  arc  withheld  by  the  vigour 
thereof  from  lervirg  tJie  Lord  in  an  acceptable  miB' 
ner  ;  but  when  once  they  are  delivered  by  Lhril 
from  that  rigorous  bondage,  they  arc  made  tree  mtili 
and  can  ferve  the  Lord  in  righteoufnefs  and  holinf^ 
before  him  all  the  days  of  their  life,  having  none  U 
hinder  them.  t 

Fourthly,  I  ihall  conclude  this  fubjed  with  a 'ft*    * 
praftical  inferences.  ^fti 

InJ.   I.  The  ten  commandments  were  not  givenW 
the  Ifraclites  as  a  covenant  of  works,  but  in  tlie*))'^   ^ 
of  (he  covenant  of  grace,  and  under  that  covert.  T* 
faw  it  was  Jefus  the  Mediator  that  fpoke  thefe,  HA 
iii.  7^.-26.    Amongft  all  the  rcafons  there  ii  notes* 
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terror  J  but  they  fwcetly  favour  of  gofpel- grace  ^. 
2 .  The  true  way  to  attain  to  the  obedience  of  thefe 
mmandments,  is  firft  to  believe  that  God  is  our 
>d  in  Chrift,  and  then  to  fet  about  the  performance 
them  ;  firft  to  believe,  then  to  do.  The  attempt- 
f  it  the  contrary  way,  placing  obedience  firft  before 
ith,  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  Lord's  method, 
lus  to  believe  Itrengthens  the  foul  for  obedience. 

3.  All  true  obedience  to  the  ten  commandments 
)w  muft  run  in  the  channel  of  the  covenant  of 
•ace,  being  direfted  to  God  as  our  God  in  that  cove- 
int,  Deut.  xxviii.  58.  This  is  to  fear  that  glorious 
id  fearful  name,  THE  LORD  THY  GOD.  And 
►  legal  obedience  is  no  obedience  at  all.  This  obe- 
icnce  is  performed  not  for  righteoufnefs,  but  to  tefti- 
r  our  love  to  the  Lord  our  Kighteoufnefs ;  not  in 
iir  own  flrength,  but  in  that  ot  our  Lord  God  and 
fideemer ;  not  to  be  accepted  for  its  own  worth,  but 
)r  the  fake  oi  a  Redeemer's  merits ;  not  out  of  fear 
i  hell,  or  hope  to  purchafe  heaven,  but  out  of  love 
ad  gratitude  to  him,  who  has  delivered  us  from 
ell,  and  purchafed  heaven  and  cverlafting  happincfs 
)r  us. 

4.  All  men  are  obliged  to  keep  thefe  command- 
icnts,  for  God  is  Lord  of  all ;  but  the  faints  cfpe* 
isdly ;  for  befides  being  their  Lord,  he  is  their  God 
nd  Redeemer  too.  So  far  is  the  ftate  of  the  faints 
rem  being  a  Hate  of  finful  liberty,  that  there  are 
ipne  fo  ftrongly  bound  to  obedience  as  they,  and 
l^at  by  the  lliongeft  ot  all  bonds,  thofe  of  love  and 
;ratitude,  ariling  from  the  amazing  and  wonderful 
ibedience  and  iatisfaftion  which  he  lias  performed  for 
hem.  .So  that  the  love  of  Chrift  will  fweetly  and 
)Owerfullyi  conftrain  them  to  run  the  way  of  his 
'ommandments  ;  tor  his  commandments  are  not  grie- 
vous, and  in  the  keeping  of  them  is  a  great  reward. 
Ihey  will  love  him,  becaufe  he  has  firlt  Joved  them  ; 
tfid  his  love  has  flowed  out  to  them  in  the  crimfon 

f  See  the  author's  notes  cm  the  Marrow  of  modern  dlNvcL\^>]« 


had  bcCQ  bound  td  give  it  at  their  peril.  ] 
much  fweeter  is  the  command,  and  agreeal 
he  demands,  when  he  enforces  the  require 
makes  by  fuch  engaging  motives,  as  that  I 
Lord,  a  being  piiffeflod  of  all  poffihle  perfci 
every  glorious  attribute  and  excellency^  thi 
of  all  other  beingi^,  and  all  the  amiable  quali 
attraclirig  excellencies  of  which  they  are  p 
that  he  is  our  God,  related  to  us  by  a  covenan 
he  hath  made  with  his  own  Son  as  our  Su 
Saviour,  and  which  is  brought  near  to  us  in 
fpel,  that  we  may  enter  into  the  bond  ther 
the  rightcoufnefe  of  which  ts  brought  near  i 
who  are  ftout- hearted  and  far  from  right 
that  we  may  accept  thereof,  and  fo  be  deiive 
condemnation  and  wrath?  How  agreeable 
viHiing  is  it  to  reflect,'  that  he  incites  and  pri 
to  obedience,  not  by  the  authority  pf  his 
fovereignty  over  us,  and  undoubted  propri< 
but  by  the  inviting  and  attracting  cuoudei 
the  great  deliverance  he  has  wrought  for  us«  ■ 
the  He!iver3iiee   from   thp  Ko'VDtian    bondao 
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lD  hath  done  fuch  excellent  things  for  us  ?  Can  we 
itate  a  moment  to  fay,  Good  is  thy  will,  O  God, 
I  and  holy  are  thy  laws,  and  we  will  cbearfuUy 
ey  wha(  thou  commanded  us  ? 
Laftlyf  The  more  favours  any  have  received  from 
t  Lord,  the  more  they  owe  obedience  to  him.  Re- 
nted favours  conferred  are  new  calls  to  gratitude 
d  chearfol  obedience  to  the  will  of  God-  Every 
ercy  that  we  receive,   every  favour  conferred  up- 

us  by  God,  is  a  frcfh  call  to  double  our  di- 
ence,   and  to  labour  with  our  utmoft  might,   to 

the  will  of  our  gracious  Benefaftor  and  Friend. 
id  a  continued  neglect  of  the  favours  and  bene- 
\  which  the  Lord  beftows  on  men,  will  make 
At  fins  the  greater,  and  their  puniihment  the  forer^ 
that  we  may  lay  thefe  things  to  heart,  and  fear  the 
>rious  and  fearful  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  ! 


Of  the  firft  Commandment. 

Exodus  xx.  3. 
Thou  Jhalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me* 

rHE  fcope  of  this  command  is,  to  direft  us  to  the 
right  object  of  worihip.  In  fpeaking  to  it,  I 
tail  follow  the  method  of  the  catechifm.  That  is,  I 
ill  Ihew, 

L  What  is  required  in  the  firft  commandment. 

11.  What  is  forbidden  in  it. 

lU.  The  import  of  the  words,  before  me. 

I.  I  am  to  Ihew  what  is  required  in  the  firft  com- 
and. 

The  ground  whereon  this  queftion  is  built,  is,  that 
'cry  command  hath  an  affirmative  .part  and  a  nega- 
7C.  The  negative  is  included  in  the  affirmative,  and 
e  affirmative  in  the  negative.    As  in  this  command. 


mand ;  I.  Knowing.  2.  Acknowledging.  3.' 
ping  and  glorifying.  That  thefe  are  rpqaired 
evident :  for  it  is  impoffible  that  we  can  hav< 
our  God,  if  we  do  nut  know  him  ;  and  fi 
command  requires  the  obedience  of  th*  whol 
neceOarity  binJs  us  to  acknowledge,  worfhip, 
rity  him  accordingly. 

!•  1 11 S  r.  We  mua  know  God.  Hence  fail 
I  Chron.  xxviii.  9.  And  then,  Solomon  my  J\ 
thou  the  Gcd  of  thy  father.  Knowledge  is  tl 
dation  nf  all  religion,  for  religion  is  a  reafbn 
vice.  The  mind  of  man  fliould  be  clear  and 
in  the  uptaking  nf  divine  things.  So  it  w: 
God  made  it,  fo  it  fliould  be  without  c 
This  commandment  requires  us  to  know, 

I.  The  exiftence  ot  God  ;  that  he  is,  Heh 
not  only  that  there  is  a  God,  but  that  the 
Ifrael   is  the  true  God. 

3.  The  nature  of  God ;  what  he  is.  T 
God  comprchenfively  and  adequately,  is  bey 
reach  of  the  creature's  capacity.     Hence  faid 
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Ti.  4.  and  Trinity  of  perfons,  i  John  v.  7. ;  in  his 
attributes  held  out  to  us  in  the  word,  as  that  he  is  in- 
finite, eternal,  unchangeable,  &c.\  in  his  works' of 
creation,  providence,  and  redemption. 

And  forafmuch  as  where  the  end  is  required,  the 
means  alfo  leading  thereto  are  reijuired,  ib  the  dili- 
gent ftudy  and  oblervation  of  the  word  and  works  of 
God,  and  all  means  leading  thereto,  are  hereby  re- 
iquired  of  us;  ftich  as  prayrnjj,  hearing  fennon^,  ca- 
tcchifing,  6y. 

SECONDLY,  Wc  are  required  hereby  to  acknow- 
ledge him  to  be  the  only  true  God  and  our  God  ; 
Deut.  xxvi.  17.  Thou  hajl  avouched  the  Lord  this  day 
4o  be  thy  God.     This  acknowledgement  prefuppofeth, 

Firft^  A  believing  firmly  and  without  the  Isail  hcii- 
tation,  that  God  is,  and  what  he  is,  as  he  has  reveal- 
ed b^mfelf  in  his  word  and  works,  Heb.  xi.  6.;  for 
that  is  the  end  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  even  a  full 
perfuafion  of  what  is  given  us  to  know  concerning 
nini.  And  what  he  reveak  it  is  certainly  our  duty  firm- 
ly to  believe ;  as  that  there  is  one  God,  this  God  a 
fpirit ;  and  that  there  are  three  perlbns  in  the  Godhead, 
the  fame  in  fubttance,  equal  in  powcf  and  glory. 

Secondly^  A  full  and  hearty  chufing  ot  this  God  for 
our  God  and  portion,  in  oppofitioa  to  ali  other  per- 
fons and  things:  PfaK  xvi.  %.  O  my  fouU  thou  hajl 
faid  unto  tJye  Lord^  Thou  art  my  Lord*  PfaL  cxix,  57- 
Thou  art  my  portion^  0  Lord.  We  are  not  at  liberty  to 
chufe  our  God  or  our  portion,  what  we  will  give  our 
hearts  to,  love  moft,  i^c.  God,  as  our  great  Lord 
and  Matter,  has  determined  that  for  hiinielf.  And 
larW  vengeance  will  purfue  the  neglect  of  it. 

Thirdly,  Hence,  feeing  there  is  no  right  chufing  of 
^God  as  our  God  but  in  his  covenant,  it  is  evident, 
that  covenanting  with  God  perfonally  is  a  great  and 
plain  duty  of  this  commandment,  Pfal.  xvi.  2.  fore- 
-cited.  If.  x!iv.  5.  One  Jh all  fay j  I  am  the  Lord^s  ;  — 
another  Jhall  fubfcribe  ivith  his  hand  unto  the  Lord.  I 
ii:ive  before  cbicrved,  that  thefe  commands  are  pr^^ 
VOJL.  IL  3  H 
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.1-  .^^^  '^^'•Icdge  God  two  ways  \  in  our 
--^^^*»"ds  and  anions. 

-?    ^*'y  entertaining  a  frame  of  fpi- 

"*  itable  to  what  Be  iias  revealed  of 

^  'ord  and  works,  applying  the 

~^r~-  **/  ways  acknowledge  him,  and 

_^  'V.  lii.  6.     Many  that  pre- 

■ige  him  no  more  than 

— ^^  ■^  ".ike  the  fervant  who 

^  ,.    -^"*  „:  ^r,  never  acknow- 

'^'T''/''^    ::i-  '  more  than  if  he 

■^^        ""■  Jim  in  all  his  pcrfec- 

u,  fuitablejaefs  to  them.    I 

.iiowledge  him  as  a  fpirit,  from 
1^  .1  ferving  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truths 
^  doing  all  things  with  godly  Cmplici- 

,^*XangeabIcncfa  muft  be  fo  acknowled- 
!!r^^encc  us  to  a  firm  trtfft  in  him,  Plal. 
tonftancy  and  pcrfcverance  in  the  way 
*]l»H  to  be  given  to  change,  Prov.  xxiv* 
.  Viod  repents  him  of  the  evil  of  punith- 
V^    has  fpoken,  fo  muft  we  of  the  evil  of 

"*Ve  done,  Joel  it.  13. 
^'tiniprefence  muft  influence  us  to  carry  as 
^  the  eye  of  God  whercfocTcr  wc  are,  Jer* 

3nd  fo  we  own  hitn  as  wttnefs  to  oup  moll: 

ons.  o 

:s  omnifcience  muft  influence  us  to  all  ^enzler- 

Klicving  that  he  fees  our  thoughts,  Mark  ix, 

["ery  the  moft  fecret  thing. 

is  omnipotence  muft  intluence  us  to    fear 

vi.  14.  not  to  defpife  his  chaftcning,  nor  to 
ainft  htm,  but  to  humble  ourfclves  under  his 
d  truft  him  in  the  loweft  condition.     And  (a 
ft  of  the  perfedions  of  God, 
3  H  2 
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pofcd  under  the  covert  of  the  covenant  of  gracf/ 
■whcrciD  God  offers  himrelf  to  all  to  whom  the  gufpcl 
comes  to  be  their  God  in  Chrift  ;  and  this  command 
binds  lis  to  accept.  Aod  under  this  duty  Icversl 
things  arc  required  of  us. 

I.  A  f'erious  deliberation  as  to  the  matching  of  our 
fouls,  Jcfll.  xxiv.  15.  Chufeye  this  day  whom  yt  will 
fine.  Think  with  yourlelves,  O  finncrs  young  or 
old,  who  muil:  have  this  heart  of  yours.  Confider 
the  match  propofcd  to  thee  by  Gi)d  himfelf,  think  oa 
the  nature  at  the  covenant,  th,it  thou  laayft  delibe- 
ral-ly  rnnlcnt  to  ir,  Lukexiv.  28,  j 

J.  A  Dieaking  ofi"  the  covenant  with  o'lr  lufts  and 
idols,  M.um.  V,  34.  God  fays,  Thou  fiialt  have  nw 
for  Uiy  God  ;  "Jinefore  thou  muft  let  thefe  go  their 
way.  As  i.nc  woald  rile  i:p  and  fay  to  a  woman  gi- 
ving hcrft-U  in  niairiage  t.i  another,  I  have  a  prjoT 
light  to  tJiee.  thou  (h,ilt:  Iiave  no  otJier  huiljand  biS 
mt.  So  that  could  the  voice  of  this  conunand  be 
bi?ard.  it  would  i.^f  liLjrd  laying  and  cryir.g  duiof 
injury  doD'^  ti>  Ihy  God,  wlifnTucver  any  thing  lawful 
or  unlawful  gels  jway  thi;  heart  inoruinat.-ly. 

3.  I'aiiii  in  Jtfus  Cunfi,  reccitjug  him  as  he  is  of 
fered  in  the  gofpel,  and  taking  Gi)d  for  our  God  in 
him,  even  l-'ather,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoil,  which  is  thf 
accepting  of  the  covenant,  Matih.  xxii.  4.  For  tW 
the  law  knows  not  Chrili,  ytt  it  oblig^cs  to  bcKcrt 
whatever  God  fliall  reveal,  and  do  whatever  he  conh 
maods.  And  this  is  his  commandmenl.  That  -we  Jhuli 
believe  on  the  n.ime  of  his  Son  Jefus  ChriJ}^  j  John  iii 
23.  So  that  the  law  confirms  this  gieat  comiuandii 
the  gofpel. 

4.  Faitiifulnefs  in  tl;e  covenant,  continuing  mil 
him  and  cleaving  to  him  ;  for  this  is  an  evcrJaftii* 
command,  a  negative  binding  at  all  times.  He  nial' 
be  our  God  without  interruption,  without  intcrnat 
fion.  Wc  muft  fay  with  the  pfaJniift,  Whom  bavti 
in  heaven  but  thee?  and  there  is  }:one  upon  earth  that  I 
i.tfir^  b^}iiiA  iheCf  ffal.  Ixxiii.  ?(, 
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Nd\^  We  liiuft  acknowledge  God  two  ways ;  in  our 
hearts,  and  in  our  words  and  a^lions^ 

ly?,  In  our  hear tSj  by  entertaining  a  frame  of  fpi* 
Ht  on  all  occafions  fuitable  to  what  he  has  revealed  of 
himfelf  to  us  in  his  word  and  works,  applying  the 
fame  to  ourfelves :  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him^  and 
he  Jball  direfi  thy  paths ^  Prov.  iii.  6.  Many  that  pre- 
tend to  know  God,  acknowledge  him  no  more  th.m 
if  they  knew  him  not  at  alL  Like  the  fervant  who 
does  as  he  pleafes  before  his  mafter,  never  acknow- 
•  Jedging  him  to  fuit  himfelf  to  his  will  more  than  if  he 
did  not  know  he  were  his  mafter. 

We  muft  thus  acknowledge  him  in  all  his  perfec- 
^  tions,  carrying  ourfelves  in  a  fuitablejiefs  to  them.  I 
';    Ifvill  inftance  in  a  few. 

(r.)  We  muft  acknowledge  him  as  ia  fpirit,  from 
that  conCderation  ferving  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truths 
i^   John  iv.  24^  and  doing  all  things  with  godly  fimplici- 
^  ty,  I  Cor*  i,  12^ 

::        (3.)  His  unchang'eablenefs  muft  b^  fo  acknowled- 
-.  -ged,  as  to  influence  us  to  a  firm  triift  in  him,  Plal. 
«    Ixxxix.  34.  to  conftancy  and  perfeverance  in  the  way 
-    of  God,  and  not  to  be  given  to  change,  Prov.  xxiv^ 
2  1.     Yet  as  God  repents  him  of  the  evil  of  punifli- 
J   ment  that  he  has  fpoken^  fo  muft  we  of  the  evil  of 
:    fin  that  we  have  done,  Joel  ii.  1 ;« 
z       (3<)  His  omniprefence  muft  influence  us  to  carry  as 
i    ever  under  the  eye  of  God  wherefoever  we  are,  Jer.- 
z    xxiiL  24^  and  fo  we  own  him  as  witnefs  to  ouf  moft 
;    fecret  adlions*  o 

J  •  (4-)  His  omnifciencc  muft  influence  us  to  all  *tenjder- 
nefs,  as  believing  that  he  fees  our  thoughts,  Mark  ix. 
;  4.  and  every  the  moft  fecret  thing. 
i  (5.)  His  omnipotence  muft  influence  us  to  fear 
E  him.  Job  vi.  14.  not  to  defpife  his  chaftening,  nor  ta 
;  rife  up  againft  him,  but  to  humble  ourfelves  under  his 
r  hand,  and  truft  him  in  the  loweft  condition.  And  fo 
of  the  reft  of  the  perfeftions  of  God, 

3  H  2 
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We  muft  thus  acknowledge  him  with  rcipec^  ta  his 
■\vnrd  and  his  varks. 

[1.]  To  his  word;  as,  i.)  Hearing  or  readingtlie 
threaleninj;;!  thereof  ajjiinft  fin,  we  muft  acknow- 
ledge his  juftice  and  truth  therein,  by  approving  of 
them  in  our  hearts,  If.  sxxi^.  ult.  and  trembling  it 
his  word,  If.  Ixvi.s.  Pf^l,  crtix.  120.  Otherwife  we 
do  not  acknowledge  the  fpeaker  as  God. 

2.)  Hearing  or  reading  his  promifes,  we  mufl  ac- 
knowledge him  as  merciful  and  true,  trufting  and  k- 
iicving  tJiey  ih;»U  be  all  accomplifhcd,  and  giving 
thereupon  the  more  chearful  ol>ediencc  to  him,  Gen. 
;:sxii.  9.  For  where  Cod  is  acknowledged  as  the  ^vn 
of  the  wordi.the  aims  of  faith  and  hope  will  rccdn 
it. 

■  [2.]  "With  refpecV  to  his  works,  t.)  The  works  of 
creation,  at  the  view  of  thefe  we  mull  acknowledge 
llim  as  the  maker  of  all,  infinitely  powerful,  wife, 
and  trood,  by  praiiing  and  magnifying  iils  great  nime, 
Pi;il."viii.  &  c!.  5. 

2.)  Acknowledging  him  in  the  works  of  his  pro- 
vidence ;  as  when  we  meet  with  a  crnfs  providence, 
we  muft  acknowledge  him  juft,  wile,  and  mighty,  by 
humbling  owrftlves  under  his  hand,  and  patient 
bearing  of  the  ttroke,  becaufe  it  is  the  hand  of  our 
<lod,  Pfii.  sxxix.  9.  And  when  we  meet  with* 
iiierc)',  wc  rauft  acknowledge  him  to  be  merciful  and 
.Rinciiins,  and  the  giver  of  every  good  gift,  by  con- 
■Veiling  ourl'elves  unworthy  ot  it,  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  swl 
givirfg  thanks  for  it  to  his  name,   1  Thcfl'.  v.  18. 

,  5t)  Sn  thr  great  work  of  redemption,  as  that  when* 
in  his  ^uftiet',  mercy,  love,  <b'c,  nre  glorioufly  difr 
])l.iye-d,  wondering  at  the  glorious  contrivance,  hcK^ 
tijy  trilling  in  with  it,  and  laying  our  falvation  ontbit. 
bottom  as  firm  and  ftire,  becoming  the  divine  pei^ 
lions,  Pliif.  iir.  3. 

■ii'.ly.  We  mult  acknowledge  Gcd  externally  in  WS' 
w-cii\is  and  aalons,  Dcut.xsvi.  17.  by  a  religious  pn>* 
fefliiiii  Ljcfoie  the  world  of  liia  bting  our  Godj  audi/ 
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his  truths  and  ways.     Let  none  fcorn  a  profeffion^of 

religion  ;  for  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us  by  vir* 

tue   of  this  command.     God   exprefsly  requires  it, 

1  Pet.  iii.  15.  Be  ready  always  to  give  an  anjwerto  eve- 

ry  man  that  ajketh  you  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you^ 

Hjuith  meeknefs  and  fear.     It  has  a  promife  annexed  to 

it,  Rom.  X.  9.  If  thpu  fhalt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the 

JLord  JefuSy  8z:c.  thou  fhalt  be  faved.     The  contrary 

is  fever ely  threatened,  Mark  viii.  38.  Whofoever  fball 

be  afhamed  of  me  and  of  my  words  in  this  adulterous  and 

'Jinful  generation  ;  9f  him  alfo  floall  the  Son  of  man  be  a* 

JImmedy  when  he  comet h  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with 

the  holy  angels.     It  is  edifying  to  others,  Phil.  i.  12. 

1  3.  14.  and  brings  glory  to  God,  Phil.  1.  20.     And 

the  with-holding  of  it  is  an  indignity  done  to  God,  as 

if  religion  were  a  fhameful  thing,  Lukeix.  26. 

This  profeffion  is  fo  neceflary,  that  at  no  time  we 
muft  deny  the  faith,  the  truth,  and  ways  of  God. 
Yet  it  is  neither  ncceffary  nor  fit  every  where  to  pro- 
fefs  what  we  believe,  Matth.  vii.  6. ;  but  in  times  of 
perfecution  we  muft  efpecially  maintain  our  profeffion,. 
Heb.  X.  2  3-  and  when  called  of  God,  even  to  pro- 
'  fefs  before  the  enemy  on  whatever  hazard,  Matth.  x. 
18. 

THIRDLY,  This  command  requires  us  to  wor- 
fhip  and  glorify  God  accordingly,  that  is,  as  God  and 
our  God,  Rom.  i.  2  i.  Matth.  iii.  10.  For  if  we  take 
him  for  our  God,  we  muft  worlliip  and  glorify  him 
as  fuch,  Mai.  i.  6. 

The  worfliip  of  God  is  twofold,  internal  and  exter- 
nal. It  is  the  internal  that  is  here  required  ;  the  ex- 
ternal is  but  the  means  of  worfliip  commanded  in  the 
fecond  commandment.  The  internal  is  the  main 
thing;  in  this  chiefly  true  piety  confifts,  and  this  is 
that  wherein  the  lite  of  religion  lies.  Nov/,  that  I 
ro^y  the  more  .plainly  lay  before  you  the  parts  of  this 
internal  worfliip,  1  ihali  take  them  up  under  thefe.  i. 
The  duty  of  our  underftanding.  2.  Of  our  will.  3. 
Our  affections.  ^.  Our  confcience.    5.  Oar  ai*,imory. 
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6.  Lafity^  The  whole  foul,  in  all  its  faculties.  Atid 
by  thefe  you  will  fee  what  it  is  to  worfliip  God  in  fp- 
lit,  and  to  be  godly  indeed. 

Firfiy  For  our  minds  and  underftandings,  God 
muft  be  worfliipped  there.  Our  minds  muft  not  be 
as  dark  groves  for  idolatry  or  creature-worOiip,  but 
as  lirhtfome  temples  for  the  worlhip  of  the  true  God. 
Paffing  what  was  faid  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  we 
muft  worlhip  and  glorify  him  intcrnaliy  in  oitf 
minds, 

!.  By  thinking;  on  him,  Mai.  iii.  i6.  That  Hi 
black  character,  Plat.  x.  4.  God'is  not  in  ail  his  thsu^hti. 
That  is  our  God  we  love  moft  ;  whac  we  love  moft 
gets  moft  of  our  thoughts  ;  if  we  take  him  then  for  our 
God,  our  thoughts  muft  run  moft  towards  him.  H< 
has  dilHnguiflied  us  from  brutes  by  a  faculty  of  tbinb 
ing,  and  therefore  Ihould  our  thoughts  be  motl  of 
him,  as  the  moft  worthy  objeft. 

2.  By  meditating  on  him,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  6.  Fleeting 
thoughts  are  not  enoogh  ;  he  muil  be  the  fubjectc* 
our  tjxed  meditations.  Th^  duty  of  meditating  on 
God  and  divine  things  is  a  necelTary  duty,  pleaiant, 
profitable,  praclifed  by  the  faints  of  bert  note,  thougk 
the  corrupt  heart  has  a  peculiar  unfitnefs  for  it.  Li« 
no  more  in  the  neglect  of  this  duty  ;  enure  yourfdvO 
to  occafiona!  meditation  at  any  time,  and  to  more  fo- 
Ismn  and  fixed  meditation  efpucially  in  the  raoratDg 
and  evening.  The  Lord's  diiy  in  a  fpecial  manner  ii 
dcligncd  for  this  duty.  And  as  in  external  worlhip 
it  would  be  a  notable  defect.to  go  about  other  parts « 
it,  and  neglect  the  Iblemn  duties  of  that  day,  lb  in  in- 
ternal v.brfiiip  to  go  about  other  duties,  and  ncgleft 
the  duty  of  meditatimi. 

3.  By  highly  elteeming  him,  entertaining  highiiul 
hououriibje  thoughts  of  him,  prizing  him  above  ^ 
and  in  our  judgement  preferring  him  to  all  perfoni' 
and  things,  Exod.  sv.  ii.  Pfil.  Ixxiii.  25.  We  JP6 
naturally  blind  to  f))irilual  things;  hence  aiilenieui 
and  low  thought::  oi  God.    We  muft  fhike  oS  [h^& 
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and  labout  to  fcrew  up  our  eftccm  of  him,  /earing  no 
escefs.  Whatever  is  worthy  of  cfteem  in  the  creaturCp 
is  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean  of  that  which  is  in  him* 
"  4.  By  believing  him,  Exod.  xiv.  u\t.  firmly  aflent» 
ing  to  the  truths  of  bis  word  upon  his  teftimony, 
and  io  to  give  him  the  glory  of  his  truth.  He  is  a 
God  that  cannot  lie  ;  it  is  contrary  to  his  nature  to 
deceive  \  for  he  is  truth ;  and  fo  the  lead  heiitation  a- 
bout  his  word  is  a  high  diihonour  to  him.  This  is  a 
fundamentat  piece  of  internal  worfliip,  which  failing 
fixakes  the  very  foundation  of  practical  godlinefs. 

Secondly^  For  our  will,  as  it  is  the  leading  faculty  in 
IbII,  fo  it  mud  be  in  the  internal  worihip  ot  God*  la 
lOur  will  he  mufl  have  internal  worfhip, 

1.  By  chufing  of  bim  as  our  God  and  portion, 
Jofh.  xxiv.  15.  22.  of  which  I  fpoke  before.    But  this 
is  not  to  be  one  iingle  act,   but  frequently  repeated, 
"Pfal.  xvi,  2,  &:  Ixxiii.  25.  efpecially  when  any  perfon 
or  thing  comes  in  competition  wirii  him.     The  old 
choice  of  the  faint  will  iHll  be  his  new  choice,  what- 
ever objefts  prefent  themfelves.     It  is  a  duty  and  a 
pleafure  thus  to  renew  our  choice  of  God  and  Chrift. 
tn?  whom  coming  as  to  a  living  /lone  ;  they  have  come  al- 
ready, but  they  muft  be  coming  ftill ;  they  have  cho- 
fen  already,  but  they  muft  chufe  him  full ;  efpecially 
v^hile  fp  many  pretenders  to  our  hearts  are  about  our 
Jiands. 

2.  By  making  him  our  chief  and  ultimate  end, 
J  Cor.  X.  31.  As  all  the  good  we  have  is  of  him,  fo 
it  fhould  be  to  him.  His  glory  and  honour  muft  be 
the  chief  end  of  our  natural,  civil,  and  religious  ac- 

_  tions,  in  which  they  ought  all  to  meet  as  the  lines  in 
the  centre.  Whatever  view  we  have  to  ourfelves  in 
living  and  acting,  we  muft  have  a  view  beyond  that 
to  God  himfclf.  We  have  not  God  for  our  God,  if 
he  be  not  the  great  end  and  Icopc  of  our  life,  Kom, 
xiv.  8. 

3.  By  fclf  denial,  Matth.  xvi.  24.  Self  denial  pull^ 
llow9  i^lf  froni  the  tiivone  of  tl^c  hearty  that  Qo4 
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go  them,  when  we  cannot  keep  them  and 
way  of  duty  to  God  too,  Luke  xiv.  26. 

sdly.  Our  natural  fetf,  e\'en  our  own  li 
xiv.  26.  If  God  be  our  God,  neither  deatl 
muft  feparate  us  from  him.  We  muft  let 
go  rather  than  that  our  God  fliould  go.  Ail  tl 
people  are  not  martyrs  in  a^ion,  but  all  are 
io  refolution, 

^diy.  Our  religious  felf,  Lukexvii.  10,  1 
VfC  do  or  fufFer  for  God,  we  muft  bewares 
not  ID  Chrift's  room,  for  he  will  endure  no  ri' 
muft  renounce  our  conSdence  in  all,  as  if 
done  nothiDg;. 

^.  By  humility  of  heart,  Mic.  vi.  6.  wheret 
a  fenfe  of  our  o\«n  weaknefs  and  unworthii 
lay  ourfclves  low  before  the  Lord,  and  give 
glory  of  all.     This  humility  towards  God  imj 

jj}.  The  keeping  up  a  fenfe  of  our  weaki 
imperfcftion,  IC  xi.  6.  2  Cor.  iii.  5,  The 
man  will  acknowledge  that  his  fprings  are 
himfeif  in  God,  and  that  he  of  himfcit  is  but 
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sre,  ^nd  daily  failings^  Ezek.  xxxvl.  31.  'As  the 
Bacock  hangs  down  his  ftarry  feathers  while  he  looks 

>  his  black  teet,  fo  will  the  fin  that  befets  the  man 
lake  him  walk  humbly  with  his  God. 

^bfyj  Keeping  within  the  bounds  of  our  calling, 
id  meddtino;  with  nothing  beyond  our  fphere,  PfaL 
xxsi.  I.  If  God  be  our  God,  he  is  our  great  Com* 
lander,  who  has  allotted  to  all  their  feveral  pofts, 
itbout  which  they  are  not  to  ftir  but  at  his  call.  And 
jmility  will  teach  a  man  to  keep  within  the  bounds 
;  his  ftation,  both  becaufe  of  the  authority  that  fet 
m  there,  and  the  fenfe  he  has  of  his  having  more  to 

>  within  thefe  bounds  than  he  can  well  manage. 
Laftly^  A  voluntary  undertaking  of  any  thing  the 
ord  calls  uft  to,  however  mean  it  may  be  in  the  eyes 
'  the  world.  Such  was  David's  dancing  before  the 
k,  his  chufing  to  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of 
od,  rather  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickednefs, 
hriil's  wafliing  his  difciples  feet,  &c. 

5.  By  an  entire  refignation  of  ourfelves  to  the  will 
P  the  Lord,  Acts  ix.  6.  The  renouncing  of  our  own 
ill  is  a  chief  piece  of  internal  worihip.  Our  will  is 
e  great  rebel  againil  the  will  of  God ;  it  mud  be 
>und  hand  and  foot,  and  refigned.  We  muft  bere- 
ned,  ((.)  To  the  commanding  will  of  God,  that  his 
11  muft  be  a  fufficient  reafon  of  obedience  to  us, 
111.  vi.  17.  fo  that  whitherfoever  the  command 
i^ws,  we  mufl;  follow,  though  over  the  belly  of  our 
:\iral  inclinations.  Gen.  xxii.  (2.)  To  the  providen- 
L  will  of  God.  We  mud  lay  our  all  at  his  feet,  to 
difpofed  of  according  to  his  pleafure,  Luke  xiv.  26. 
d  as  the  ihadow  follows  the  body,  fo  fhould  our 
U  follow  the  will  of  God,  Pfal.  xlvii.  4.  If  it  be 
i  will  to  lift  us  up,  or  caft  uadown,  it  muft  be 
frs  too.    And  the  more  we  lie  Uft^  a  ball  at  the  foot 

providence,  the  nearer  we  are  to  our  duty,  Phil. 
•  li.  12. 

This  refignation  muft  be  univerfal,  extending  to  all 
lings;  abfolute,  not  fufpended  on  any  condition, 
Vol.  IL  3  I 


Cbrift  for  our  example ;  and  if  we  take  Ga 
God,  we  mufl  allow  of  his  fovereignty. 

Thirdly,  Here  is  required  the  inward  worQi 
afFeclions,  which  are  to  be  devoted  to  God,  ao 
in  he  is  to  have  the  chief  room.  The  parts 
thef& 

1.  Love  to  God,  whereby  we  love  him  as 
good,  the  beft  of  beings,  Deut.  vi.  5.  This 
Ihould  never  be  wanting  oa  the  altar  of  00 
glowing  and  flaming.  We  fhould  love  him 
ielf,  his  molt  glorious  perfe^ions,  and  fori 
nefs  to  us.  We  muft  begin  at  the  laft,  and  ri 
firft.  1'his  is  the  coinpreheoilve,  natural,  u 
ing  duty. 

2.  Defires  after  him,  Pfal.lxxili.  25.  Thd( 
breathings  of  a  foul  touched  with  the  love  ( 
which  tends  always  to  perfect  enjoyment;  tl 
melTengers  that  mould  be  travelling  day  ai 
from  the  bottom  of  the  heart  to  heaven.  If. 
We  have  many  wants  :  to  what  door  fliould 
for  fupply  but  to  bis,  for  communion  with  h 
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'orld  to  yield  delight  ta  us,  is  there  not  a  God 
^ven  to  give  it  ?  U  earthly  things  delight  us, 
d  not  God  himfelf  be  our  delight  much  more  ? 
Id  not  thefe  ftreams  of  delight  in  the  creature 
Us  up  to  the  fountain-head  in  God. 

Rejoicing  in  him  above  all,  Phil.  iv«  4,  This  is 
ht  raiijed  to  a  high  pitch.  We  fliould  cheer  our 
:s  in  God,  in  his  glorious  attributes,  word?, 
:s,  drr.  Here  only  we  can  joy  without  hazard  of 
oying.  He  is  fuited  to  our  cafe,  tbt^  field  in 
h  being  purchafed,  yea  but  difcovered,  we  may 
oy  fell  all  that  we  have ;  and  if  he  be  not  fuited 
ir  mind,  our  mind  is  in  a  bad  cafe. 

Sorrowing  moft  for  offending  him,  Zech.  xii.  10. 
)ffend  fuch  a  good,  kind  Father,  fhould  of  all 
^  go  neareft  our  hearts.  No  trouble  in  the 
d,  no  crofTes,  fliould  create  that  degree  of  grief, 
(In  jDhould  ;  for  there  is  not  fo  great  an  evil  ii| 
greateft  fufferings  as  in  the  leaft  iin  ;  neither  is 
offence  of  any  mortul  to  be  laid  in  the  balance 

the  ofifence  of  a  good  and  gracious  God.  Though 
learts  will  fpring  with  the  touch  of  a  crols,  that 
be  like  a  rock  in  refped  of  fin. 

2^al  for  his  honour  and  againft  fin  above  all, 
iii.   19.     Zeal  is  a  fervour  of  the  affections  for 

as  one  we  have  an  intereft  in,  and  is  a  mixture 
>vc  and  indignation,  which  ftrongly  carry  the 

before  then),  Pfal.  luix.  9.  It  is  an  eager  con? 
in  the  heart,  that  (here  be  no  rival  to  God  with? 
.e  foul,  or  without  in  the  world  ;  whereby  ev6ry 
I  of  diflionour  done  to  God  touches  a  man's  heart 

that  concern  which  the  difhonour  of  a  hufband 
Id  couch  the  heart  of  a  wife.  It  iprea^s  itfeif  to 
tever  is  the  Lord^s,  his  people)  word,  ordinances^ 
ts,  &c. 

.  Fearing  him  above  all.  If.  viii,  13*  We  muft 
}  up  fuch  an  awful  fenf^p  of  his  majeliy,  greatnefs. 
goodnefs,  as.may  awe  our  hearts  from  meddling 
)  what  wUl  be  offenfive,  and  may  lUr  us  up  m 

■  3  J  ? 


not  becaufe  men  fear  wrath,  for  that  is  dui 
X.  98.  Pfal.  cxix.  130.  but  becaufe  there  is 
in  it  to  the  goodnefs  oi  God,  nor  is  it  m 
loTe  to  htm. 

8.  Hoping  in  him  above  all,  Ffal.  cxxx 
liD[)e  is  a  certain  expe^tioa  of  thofe  go 
Avhich  failfa  lays  hold  on,  grounded  on  t 
Ffal.  cxix.  49.  The  more  good,  and  pow 
true  any  one  is,  the  more  may  be  our  fao 
fame  ;  but  there  is  none  fo  good,  powerful, 
as  God,  in  comparifon  of  whom  the  creatur 
a  compound  of  evil  and  weaknefs,  and  there 
Where  fhould  our  hopes  be  placed  then  bu 
How  weak  are  the  pillars  they  lean  on  whc 
pillars  ?  The  foul  linking  from  hope  when  I 
the  Lord,  is  a  fin  as  well  as  mifery. 

haftly^  Truft  and  confidence  in  him  aba 
xsvi.  4.  This  is  the  foul's  quiet  reftiogin  G 
midft  of  all  tolSngs  from  the  devil,  the  w 
the  flflh.  It  is  the  foul's  fiaying  itfelf  on 
for  through-bearing,  holding  by  his  word 
thines  miirht  have  been  mentioned,  as  ?rat 
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Q  theibul^  lod  mufi  be  fubjecl  to  him,  fo  as  to  begi- 
^cn  up  entirely  to  him,  not  to  any  other,  Matth.  xxiii* 
>.  for  that  is  to  make  a  god  of  the  creature.  And  there* 
ibre  there  is  no  ila  "where  no  law  of  God  is  broken  ; 
tod  for  confcience  to  fay  otherwife  is  to  betray  its 
mft,  and  to  make  an  idol  of  that  creature  to  which 
I  fubjeOs  itfelf. 

2.  To  receive  its  law  from  the  mouth  of  Gk)d,  to 
le  rightly  and  fully  informed  of  the  mind  of  God 
mh  refpeft  to  man's  duty,  as  it  is  revealed  in  his 
vord  and  works.  The  defed  of  this  makes  the  eye 
)f  conlcience  fo  far  an  evil  eye,  Matth.  vi.  23.  Ic 
vill  not  excufe  that  we  fin  with  an  erring  confcience, 
£'v.  20.  for  that  error  of  the  confcience  is  a  fin,  and 
)iic  fin  will  not  excufe  another.  If  confcience  fpeak 
lot  according  to  the  law  and  teftimony,  it  is  becaufe 
Jtere  is  no  light  in  it,  If.  vii*.  2  o. 

Laftly^  lo  accufe  or  excufe  according  to  that  law, 
Aoiii.  ii.  15.  and  that  exactly  and  vigorouily.  Con- 
(cieQce  mult  not  be  idle,  but  at  its  work,  giving  % 
verdict,  and  a  right  one,  upon  our  actions.  It  mud; 
hot  pervert  the  law,  and  approve  what  God  condemns, 
nor.coBdemn  what  God  approves  ^  nor  go  bluntly  a« 
bout  its  work. 

Fifthly^  The  duty  of  the  memory  is  to  remember 
God,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  6.  and  keep  off  from  forgetting  of 
him,  Jude  17,  We  muft  remember  his  word,  John 
».  17.  bringing  it  out  of  the  ftorehoufe  of  the  heart, 
where  it  was  laid  up,  for  oyr  direction,  inftrudion, 
oomfort,  &c.  We  muft  remember  his-  works,  Job 
tixxvi.  24.  We  fliould  be  often  calling  to  mind  what 
he  has  done  in  his  works  of  creation,  his  providence 
towards  ourfelves,  the  church,  and  others,  and  efpcr 
cailly  the  great  work  of  redemption,  whereof  the  fa- 
crament  of  th^  fupper  is  a  folemn  mempriaK 

Laftly,  The  duty  of  our  ^hole  foul  is,  that  all  the 
faculties  tAereof  be  employed  in  their  iieveral  opera* 
iioas  toward*   i^i^^  {^  as  the  vy^hole  foul  Oiay  be  as  a 


Ipeafc  but  we-  are  overbeard,  Uxod.  xiv.  i 
is  alfo  tjaculatory  prayer,  Neh.  ii.  4.  whic 
profitably  ufed  amidft  our  daily  employmen 

2.  loternal  praife  and  thanksgiving.  Pi 
The  altar  of  our  hearts  Should  never  be  withe 
offerings,  becaufewe  are  ever  in  God's  debt 
good  tilings  received  while  here  are  mon 
evil  things,  though  the  Utter  are  deferved,  t 
not. 

Laftly-,  Giving  all  obedience  to  hinn  with 
foul,  Jer.  vii.  23.  Our  fouls  mufl,  be  at  hi 
every  thing  and  in  every  cafe. 

Mow  confider  that  thcfe  duties  are  here  n 
us  in  their  perfedlion.  None  of  tbem  tnuft  1 
another,  but  each  of  them  appear  ia  its  pro] 
We  are  obliged  thereby  to  ufe  all  means  leadi 
to,  and  abitain  from  every  thing  that  may  h 
fame,  both  in  ourl'elvcs  and  oth«-s. 

Use.  I.  The  commandment  is  exceedin 
Pial.  cxix.  9^.  They  but  deceive  themfe 
ftick  in  the  letter  of  it,  and  take  it  not  up  i 
rituality  and  extent.     They  falfify  the  meai 
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e  onljr  trtie  God,  and  our  God,  and  not  wor(hip« 
ng  and  riorifying  him  accordingly. 

2.  Let  Uiefe  things  ferve  to  convince  us  of  oar  fin, 
id  deeply  to  huOible  us,  Pfal.  xix.  12.  This  preach- 
.g  of  the  commands  is  a  glafs  held  before  your  face, 
herein  ye  may  fee  your  fpots.  O  look  into  it,  that 
s  may  fee  what  are  your  fins.  And  when  ye  go 
ame,  go  over  thefe  things  in  your  meditation. 

3*  Learn  from  hence  the  impoflibility  of  falvation 
Y  the  way  of  the  law,  or  keeping  the  command- 
lents.,  Ye  have  heard  yet  but  a  part  of  the  explica* 
on  of  one  of  thefe  commands  ;  but  durft  ye  venture 
oar  falvation  on  the  fulfilling  of  this  one  part  of  this 
ne?  How  then  can  ye  think  to  be  capable  enough 
K*  them  all  ?  ^ 

4.  See  the  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  Chrift, 
ar  that  he  was  made  under  the  law,  exadly  fulfilled 
:  in  every  point,  and  offers  us  his  righteoufnefs, 
thereby  we  may  anfwer  all  the  demands  of  the  law 
a  point  of  juftification. 

5.  See  the  abfolute  need  ye  have  of  Chrift.  Look 
ightly  on  thefe  commands  as  your  creditors,  behold 
he  articles  they  charge  on  you,  as  juft  debt,  and  ye 
sill  fee  ye  mufl:  have  a  cautioner.    Ye  need  Chrift, 

(i.)  For  juftification  and  pardon,  to  remove  the 
piilt  ye  have  contracted.  There  is  need  of  blood  to 
jrafti  away  that  guilt. 

(2.)  For  fanftification.  Here  is  the  rule  of  your  life. 
To  each  of  thefe  duties  and  other  duties  ye  muft 
bt  yourfelves.  Have  ye  not  need  of  his  Spirit  to 
Irengthen,  incline,  and  make  you  perfevere  therein  I 

II.  I  come  now  to  the  negative  part  of  this  com- 
nand.    '^  The  firft  command  forbiddeth  the  deny- 

*  ing,  or  not  worfliipping  and  glorifying  the  truq 
«  God,  as  God,  and  our  God  ;  and  the  giving  that 
'  \^or(hip  and  glory  to  any  other  which  is  due  tq 

*  him  alone.''   Ihere  are  three  fips  chiefly  forbiddea 


to  us  in  bis  word.  Both  thefe  are  foriuddea 
for  the  command  fays  two  things :  i^  Thou  Oa 
a  Grod.     a.  Thou  flialt  have  me  for  thy  God. 

I.  llien  there  is  abfnlute  fpeculative  Athei&n, 
mens  hearts  are  fo  filled  by  Satan,  that  thcTi 
believe  there  is  a  Ood  at  all,  Pfal.  xiv.  i.  I< 
think  that  any  perfon  can  arrive  at  a  conOmt, 
tual,  uninterrupted  Atheifm  of  this  fort,  mor 
they  can  deftroy  the  being  of  their  own  fouk 
has  fo  interwoven  the  notion  of  his  brin^  wi 
very  make  of  the  foul.  But  fuch  a  concluGa 
may  come  to  lay  down,  and  labour  habitus 
luaintain  it  againfl  themfelves  and  others.  '■ 
confummate  Atheifm. 

There  is  alfo  an  initial'  Atheifm ;  that  is,  i 
ing  of  the  being  of  a  God,  the  mind  gdng 
one  fide  to  another,  doubting  whether  th( 
a  God  or  not.  This  arifcs  from  nun's  natun 
ruption,  and  is  often  carried  on  by  Satanical 
tions.  We  have  all  Atheiftical  thoughts,  lie 
be  found  both  in  godly  and  wicked  men.    But 
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odj  vmft  believe  that  he  isj  Hcb.  xL  d.  2.  It  ig 
:  contrary  to  the  light  of  nature,  and  does  vio* 
I  evm  to  a  natural  confcience.  It  is  a  flying  in 
face  of  nature  and  revelation  at  once.  3.  It  is 
niftiire  to  human  fociety :  for  take  away  the  no« 
of  a  God  from  amongft  men,  there  would  be  no 
g  more  than  among  wild  beafts.  Lajtly^  It  is  2 
trhereof  devils  are  not  guilty ;  for  however  they 
r  it  among  men,  they  yet  believe  and  tremble, 
ii«  19.  But  if  nothing  elfe  do,  death  and  hell^ 
'e  there  are  no  Atheifts  nor  Atheifticar  thoughts, 
cure  the  difeafe. 

There  is  a  comparative  fpeculative  Atheifm,  when 
though  they  deny  not  the  being  of  a  God,  yet  do 
>elieve  the  true  God,  as  manifefted  in  the  fcrip« 
9  is  he.  So  they  have  not  him  for  their  God, 
herefore  are  Atheifts  in  fcripture-fiyle,  £ph.  ii. 
Such  are  Heathens,  Jews,  Turks,  Deifts,  Soci« 
;,  and  others,  who  do  not  believe  one  God  in 
\  perfons,  denying  any  of  the  three,  i  John  ii. 
Such  receive  an  idol  of  their  own  fancy,  but 
the  true  God.  This  is  condemned  here,  and  fo 
doubting  leading  thereunto.  And  the  leaft  han* 
Ig  that  makes  men  come  fhort  of  a  full  perfua* 
of  what  God  is  as  he  is  revealed  in  his  word  and 
Ls,  is  a  fin  here  prohibited, 
lere  are  two  things  which  ye  ihould  take  heed  of 
nding  to  Atheifm.  i.  The  influence  of  profperity 
corrupt  heart,  which  is  like  that  of  the  fun  on  a 
;hill,  Prov.  xxx.  9.  and  therefore  often  is  that 
d  to  threatenings.  They  /ball  know  that  I  am  the 
\  This  fliould  make  afflictions  welcome  as  anti- 
s  againft  Atheifm.  2.  Doubting  or  denying  of 
idence,  Mai.  iii.  14.  15.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  ig.  If  men 
;  get  God  excluded  from  the  earth,  it  is  a  great 
to  the  excluding  him  out  of  heaven  too. 
There  is  practical  Atheifm,  which  is  a  denying 
Jod  in  our  works,  Tit.  i.  16.  Thefc  have  a  lan- 
;e  for  or  againft  God  which  he  undet^andsi  yea 
QuW.  3K 
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even  men  too  fometinies,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  t.  It  is 
alike  what  principles  men  have,  when  tbeir  pi 
nothing  but  a  contradiction  to  them,  when  thewibj 
principles  in  their  head  is  every  day  opened  out' 
tUeIr  converfation.  This  praiflical  Atheifm  is  0( 
iite  to  that  acknowledgement  of  God  as  the  true  ' 
fpaken  of  before.     Accordingly  it  is  twofold. 

ty?,  Praftical  heart-Athcil'm,    which  is  when 
entertain  no  frame  of  fpirit  fuitable  to  what  God 
revealed  of  himielf  in  his  word  and  works,  Pfal. 
1.  2.  g.   And  miy  not  that  be  a  confounding  qui 
to  us  on  that  point,  Mai.  i.  6.     If  I  be  afalher,  \ 
is  mine   ho?iour  ?    and  if  I  be  a  majhr,    tubere  it  , 
/earf  faith  the  Lord  of  hofis.     God  is   light,   vlnj 
difcovers  itfelf  where-ever  it  is  ;  but  if  we  look  iflT 
our  hearts,    we  will  quickly  find  oft-times  thatlffj 
not  there,  by  an  abfolute  unfuitablenefs  in  them" 
his  prdcnce;  that  they  are  in  no  other  cafe  Ca% 
indeed  there  were  no  God  ;  fo  that  if  de  tioii  ajtfurif 
liOus  et  fion  exijlentibus  eddan  f/7  ratio,    howoftJnJ    ^^ 
juiliy  are  we  chargeiible  as  Athgilis  ?  u 

To  infiance  in  a  few  tilings:  God  is  a  fpirit;  W 
liow  do  we  put  him  off  with  mere  bodily  fervice,  it 
if  we  were  ferving  an  idol?  If.  xxix.  13.  God* 
nmniprefcnt ;  but  though  we  fiiould  act  as  beforeuO 
every  where,  yet  it  h  fcarcely  done  any  where.  H"' 
often  does  our  heart  lind  a  great  deal  of  Cnful  liberty* 
one  place  which  it  has  not  in  another  ;  and  todo  tW 
fcailclkly  in  I'ecret,  which  men  vould  be  aftiimeo'' 
do  before  a  child  ?  He  is  omnifcient :  yet  whataW 
(if  fecurity  do  men  feein  to  liave  from  fecrecy,  tft*  g, 
the  thoughts  of  God  abide  within  their  own  brO* 
as  if  he  no  more  law  our  thoughts  ihan  men  Jiiii? 
ii  omnipotent ;  but  how  foon  are  we  at  giving I'p^ 
for  lolt  in  difiicultit-a  to  iis  inexiricable  ?  and  Imw  l* 
tie  awe  is  tliere  of  God  on  our  fpirits,  when  Mlft  j, 
i,i  ways  wherein  his  power  is  engaged  agaiall  W 
What  is  all  this  but  heart-Atheifm  originally?      ■  t    j 

If  we  coiiilder  how  we  iiandle  hiii  word  &eaiv4ll 
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Ij  his  promifcs,  threatenings,  comminds,  and  how 
.e  our  hearts  are  influenced  thereby,  fuitably  to 
at  is  read  or  heard,  much  heart- Atheifm  will  ap- 
r  ;  ft)  that  when  we  are  clofing  the  Bible,  orgoinfj 
:  of  the  church-door,  the  language  of  our  hearts 
sfFeft  would  often  be  found.  The  Lord  will  not  do 
>d,;  neither  will  he  do  evil,  for  praftically  they 
Ti  to  be  but  idle  tales. 

f  we  confider  how  little  Cod's'  works  influence 
much  heart- Atheifm  will  appear.  I  am  fnre,  x\\it 
ns  hearts  often,  <vhen  th^  behold  the  works  of 
ation,  could  do  no  lefs  than  they  do,  if  the  world 
1  been  made  by  a  fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms, 
t  is,  to  pafe  them  unregarded.  And  for  his  provi- 
ice  under  crofles,  how  often  are  men  like  the  dog 
t  fnarls  at  the  ftone,  but  looks  not  after  the  hand 
t  threw  it?  and  in  mercies*  as  the  fed  horfe  that 
ledily  falls  to  his  hay;  but  regards  not  him  that 
1  it  before  him,  but  to  kick  at  him  ?  And  as  to 
:  work  of  redemption,  it  is  not  fecn,  believed,  or 
1  ftrefs  upon  by  the  moft  part  of  the  world ;  and 
ife  that  do,  how  often  do  they  lay  their  weight  on 
but  at  a  venture,    as  afr-iid  it  would  break  with 

tdly^  Praftical  life-Atheifm,  which  is  when  'men 
ry  before  the  world  as  if  there  were  no  God,  Pfal, 
xvi.  T.     Such  are, 

^  I.)  The  faftors  for  Atheifm  in  the  world,  who,  by 
ir  devilifh  reafonings,  mockings,  and  cavils  ^t  re- 
on,  do  what  they  can  to  banilli  the  notion  of  a 
>d  out  of  the  world, 

\t.)  Thofe  who  as  they  have  no  religion,  make  as 
:  ie  profcflion  of  it,  God  indeed  is  not  their  God, 
d  as  little  do  they,  avouch  him  to  be  fo.  They  are 
ne  of  God*s  fcrvants,  and  thcv  will  not  wear  his 
sry, 

^3.)  Thofe  who  whatever  they  profefs,  yet  live  as  if 
*re  were  no  God,  no  heaven,  no  hell ;  but  the 
jle  were  a  fable.     I'here  is  a  Ipice  of  this  life- A- 

3K?       ■ 
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theifm  in  aH  the  irregularities  and  diforders  of  (mr 
lives,  wherein  our  aAions  do  contradid  our  piindplei 
of  God. 

(4.)  Lajlly^  Thofe  who  having  had  a  profeffion  do 
at  length  quit  it.  Their  leaf  faileth  and  fdleth.  1.) 
There  are  feme  whofe  leaf  fadetb,  as  the  leaf  of  t 
tree  in  harveft,  thro'  want  of  fap  fronoi  the  ftody 
and  fo  falls  off.  There  are  not  a  few  at  this  day  of 
that  fort,  who  fometimes  were  blooming  profeflon, 
but  now  they  have  loft  leaf  as  well  as  fruit }  and  no* 
thing  ailed  them  to  lofe  it,  but  juft  that  the  root  of 
the  matter  was  never  in  them.  They  have  drawn 
back,  and  have  not  ftaid  till  they  had  %een  drivea 
back.  2 .)  There  are  fome  whofe  leaf  faileth  like  the 
leaf  of  a  tree  in  fummer  by  a  ftormy  wind  of  poiis- 
cution.  They  would  keep  their  leaf  if  it  would  al- 
ways abide  calm ;  but  they  cannot  abide  the  (hock  of 
perfecution,  and  fo  rather  than  deny  themfelves  thcf 
will  deny  Chrift  before  men,  Mark  viii.  uk.  \  lod 
many  fuch  our  times  are  likely  to  produce,  becaoft 
we  have  other  gods  before  the  Lord, 

Go  home  then,  and  mourn  over  the  fin  that  fome 
of  us  have  never  been  troubled  about  hitherto ;  that 
is,  Atheifm,  which  is  not  fo  rare  in  the  world  as  a 
imagined.  Thy  heart  is  too  kindly  a  foil  for  the  worft 
of  abominations,  to  mifs  any  devilifh  corruption 
therein,  that  is  going  in  the  world.  And  appljr  ts 
Chrift  for  his  blood  and  Spirit,  to  remove  the  guilt 
of  this  (in,  and  deftroy  its  power  and  in^uence  in 
you. 

SECONDLY,  Another  fin  forbidden  in  this  com- 
mandment is  profanenefs,  which  is  the  not  worfliip- 
ping  and  glorifying  the  true  God  as  God  and  our 
God,  and  ipuch  more  the  aAing  againft  his  hoaouTi 
quite  contrary  to  thofe  duties  of  worihip  and  honour 
that  we  owe  nim.  It  will  then  be  necefliiry  that  we 
look  back  to  thofe  duties  of  worihip,  which  we  men- 
toned  to  be  thofe  of  the  mind,  wUI,  affedions,  con- 
icience,  pkcmory,  and  the  v^hgl^  foul  with  all  its 
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ilties,  that  we  may  fee  what  is  forbidden  under 

hea(l. 
^trft^  There  is  a  profanenefs  of  the  mind.  Tit.  ii. 

when  the  minds  of  men  are  like  a  dark  grove 
idols,  confufion,  and  profanenefs,  inftead  of  be* 

a  lightfome  temple  to  God,  where  the  candle  of 
venly  light  is  put  out,  and  darknefs  from  hell 
^  place  inftead  of  it.  Coniider  then  this  profane- 
i  of  mind^ 

•  In  uppofition  to  the  knowledge  of  God ;  and  fo 
command  forbids,  * 

/?,  Ignorance  of  God  and  divine  things,  efpecially 
1  as  are  fundamental,  Hof,  iv.  i.  6.  There  is  a 
Lira!  ignorance,  with  which  man  is  born  like  a 
1  afi's  colt,  that  mufi  needs  be  cured,  for  it  is  the 
effcft  of  the  lofs  of  original  righteoufnefs.  There 
n  aflfefted  ignorance  among  them  that  have  the 
ms,  yet,  through  enmity  againil  God  and  his  law, 
I  not  learn,  or  through  la^inefs  and  careleflnels 
1  not  be  at  the  pains,  Job  x^i.  \^. 
gnorance  is  a  mother- fin,  as  biindnefs  difpofes  men 
all  over  every  block  in  their  way,  therefore  the 
^ture  tells  us  it  is  a  fpecial  deilroyer,  liof.  iv.  6. 
has  a  molt  terrible  threatening  annexed  to  it.  If. 
ii.  II.  //  is  a  feopU  of  no  under  ft  anding:  therefore 
^at  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on  them,  and  he 
Jormed  them  will  fhey)  them  no  favour^  Is  it  fo 
ble  in  thofe  that  want  the  means;  how  will  it  be 
thers?  jThtff.  i,  8. 

lat  though  we  be  pot  chargeable  with  that  grofs 
trance,  we  do  not  fatisfy  that  command,  Piov, 
-  2.  How  many  things  are  revealed  that  we 
ht  to  know,  which  we  know  not  ?     How  imperr 

and  unclear  is  the  knowledge  we  have  of  many 
gs  ?  but  from  the  beginning  it  was  not  fb*  And 
^  inefledual  is  our  knowledge ;  and  what  little  in- 
^ce  has  it  on  pur  practice ! 

dly^  Wifajprehenlions  of  God,  Afts  xvii.  28.  29. 
low  liable  are  we  to  thcfe,  to  apprehend  God  to  be 
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*hat  he  is  not!  When  we  begin  to  apprehend hfm, 
the  firll  way  the  heart  goes  is  to  mifapprehend  him. 
The  world  is  full  of  this.  Seldom  is  it  that  the  hart 
does  not  blot  out  feme  of  his  attributes,  mifappreheod- 
ing  his  word  and  works.  And  fuch  are  allfalieon- 
nions  concerning  him,  Rom.  i.  21. 

3.  In  oppnfition  to  thinking  and  meditating  oa 
God,  is  forbidden, 

ly?,  That  profane  careleflcnefs  of  the  heart  whereby 
God  is  not  in  all  our  thoughts,  Pfal.  x.  4.  He  is  our 
firlt  principle,  laft  end,  witnefs,  and  judge,  fodutwe 
fliould  let  hin\  always  before  us,  Pfal.  xvi.  8.  But 
inllead  of  tliat  we  forget  our  God,  and  then  forget 
ourfclves,  thouH;h  there  is  never  a  moment  but  w 
are  receiving  at  his  hand,  Jcr.  ii,  32. 

idly.  The  neglect  of  the  great  duty  of  meditation, 
fpending  no  time  on  that  wt)rk,  yea  and  a  difpofitioa 
of  ipiric  averfe  to  it,  and  that  cannot  fix  on  it.  Mot 
hearts  can  fix  well  enough  to  carnal  meditations,  ttff 
may  advance  their  worldly  intereft,  or  gratify  their 
lulls;  but  to  meditations  of  God  they  are  unliable  a 
water.  They  will  link  and  dive  to  the  bottomoi 
thcfe  muddy  waters,  while  they  will  float  like  a  ft* 
ther  in  the  waters  of  the  fanduary.  And  it  is  asdiP 
ficult  to  get  the  heart  oiFthe  one  as  upon  the  other. 

"ijdly,  ihe  reiifting  of  the  thoughts  of  God  wbei 
they  bear  in  themlelves  on  tiie  loul,  Horn,  i,  j8 
Sometimes  the  Lord  makes  heavenly  thoughts  dait 
into  the  iicart  for  conviction,  humiliation,  &c,  but 
like  a  rtitch  in  the  fide  prelently  there  is  a  hand  bit 
on  it  to  prefs  it  down.  Thus  men  war  agalnft  Godt 
and  will  not  think  on  him,  and  are  as  not  tliemfehW 
till  they  be  fiiicd. 

3.  In  oppolition  to  the  hnnourable  thoughts  til 
God  required  in  tljis  commandment,  is  forbidden, 

\ft.  The  want  of  thcie  honourable  thoughts  of  bifllt 
the  not  efteeming,  admiring,  and  adoring  him  abo* 
all.  High  thoughts  will  men  i);ive  of  trifles,  that  have 
none  of  the  Hig|i?ft.    Jf  we  look  to  what  he  is,    " 
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onfider  our  thoughts^  we  will  be  found  molt  guilty 
a  this  point. 

Q,dly^  Mean  and  low  thoughts  of  God  and  Chrifl. 
rhefe  arc  fo  frequent  in  the  world,  that  Chrift  is  faid 
o  be  defpifed,  and  not  elleemed,  If.  liii.  3.  and  God 
ontemned  by  the  wicked,  Pfal.  x.  1 3.  Read  the 
houghts  of  your  heart  on  the  work  of  your  hands  in 
efped:  oi  duty,  Mai.  i.  7.  8. 

3£//jr,  Unworthy  and  wicked  thoughts  of  God,  Pfal. 
.  21.  which  are  heart-blafphemy  not  to  be  named, 
ometimes  thefe  do  arife  from  the  corrupt  heart  by  an 
irdinary  influence  of  temptation,  where  the  heart  like 
raging  fea  cads  up  its  mire  and  dirt  againft  heaven  ; 
nd  they  follow  on  a  loofe  and  carnal  frame,  wherein 
[lean  tnoughts  of  God  have  fettled  themfelves;  or 
rom  fome  galling  of  confcience  from  fear  of  wrath, 
vhile  the  heart  is  glued  to  the  fin ;  or  from  extremity  of 
rouble,  .while  the  fpirit  is  unfubdued.  It  is  a  dreadful 
in,  and  has  much  of  hell  in  it.  But  there  are  wick« 
:d  tbouffhts  or  blafphemous  injections  that  are  imme- 
iiately  from  the  devil,  that  come  in  fuddenly  like 
iery  darts,  fo  as  to  make  a  man  to  fliiver,  and  being 
:ontinued  will  ficken  the  body,  and  torment  the  foul 
extremely;  Thefe  are  not  our  fins,  unlefs  by  con- 
enting  to  them  we  adopt  them,  Matth.  iv.  9. 

4.  In  oppofition  to  the  great  duty  of  believing  God, 
cveral  things  arc  forbidden,  fome  in  defeft,  fome  in 
ixcefs. 

i/?.  There  is,  (i.)  Doubting  of  or  queftioning  the 
ruth  of  whatfoever  we  know  God  has  revealed. 
The  queries  of  the  falfe  heart  concerning  revealed 
ruths.  How  can  thefe  things  be  ?  are  a  great  affront  to 
:he  veracity  of  God.  (2.)  Unbelief,  which  gives  the 
ie  to  the  Lord's  word,  whether  doftrincs,  promifcs, 
>r  threatcuings,  2  Kings  vii.  19.  Dcut.  xxik.  19.  20* 
This  is  the  great  Humbling  block  of  the  perillxing 
Gvorld,  and  enemy  of  the  faints.  (3.)  Mifbelief  ;  that 
s,  when  men  believe  fin  to  be  duty,  and  duty  to  be 
in,  If.  xxvi.  9.     (4.)  Herefy,  which  is  a  psrtiincious 


ana  aiicuvenn^  me  truui,  i  juiin  iv.  i.  w 
fwer  for  what  we  believe  as  well  as  for  whaC 
and  therefore  the  Bercaos  were  commended  : 
in^  the  fcripturcs,  whether  what  the  apott 
was  agreeable  to  them.  [2.]  Tempting 
Matth.  iv.  7.  when  people  call  themfelves  oui 
way,  and  yet  expect  his  protection  ;  when  c 
way  of  the  command,  they  look  for  the  ben 
promife.  There  is  another  tempting  of  < 
that  in  defect,  when  people  will  not  belie 
they  fee  iigos  and  wonders,  and  cannot  ti 
bare  word.  [^3.]  Cirnal  fecority,  Zeph.  i.  1 
over  the  belly  ot  all  the  threatenings  of  God, 
niife  themfelves  fafety  in  an  evil  courfe. 

Secondly,  There  is  a  profanenefs  of  the  wi! 
Aooy  heart,  enmity  a^ainll  God,  having  a  p 
to  evil  in  it,  total  in  the  unregenerate,  part 
regenerate.  This  command  direfts  it  to  G< 
profanenefs  of  it  lies  in  a  depaitiiig  from  am 
tion  to  God. 

T.  Whereaa  it  is  the  duty  of  otir  will  to  I 
for  our  God,  and  enter  into  his  covenant,  an 
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Bod  can  be  their  God,  if  they  take  him  not  in  his 
:ovenant?  Ye  that  never  clofed  with  Gbd  in  a  per- 
bnal  covenant,  have  your  religion  to  begin  yet. 
rhink  on  it,  ye  old  negleders,  and  ye  young  ones 
that  have  never  ratified  with  your  own  confent.  the 
rovenant  made  for  you  in  baptifm. 

arffy,  The  not  renewing  our  covenant  with  God, 
md  repeating  our  choice.  Our  frequent  backflidings 
-equire  it,  Jer.  1.  4.  What  hope  can  we  have  that  16 
>ftcn  go  a-whoring  from  our  Lord  and  Hufband,  if 
Rre  do  not  return  and  renew  the .  marriage-covenant  ? 
The  negleA  of  this  is  a  fatal  miftake  at  this  day, 
vben  judgement  is  at  the  door.  O  what  fhould  we 
lo  in  fuch  a  time,  but  humble  ourfelves  for  breach  of 
:ovenant,  and^renew  covenant  with  God  under  the 
^ew  of  thefe  evil  days  ?  If  this  were  done,  it  would 
>e  a  good  preparation,  and  would  make  way  for  na- 
tional renewing  our  covenant-engagements. 

3^/y,  Hypocritical  covenanting,  confenting  in  words 
^o  the  covenant,  but  not  taking  God  for  our  God  with 
Dur  hearts,  Hof.  viii.  2.  3.  They  that  would  take 
3od  for  their  God,  muft  put  away  their  ftrange 
^ds,  and  open  their  hearts  that  the  King  of  glory 
nay  come  in.  But  das !  many  give  him  the  hand, 
who  give  him  nqt  the  heart.  He  is  our  God  to 
virhom  our  hearts  are  devoted.  Though  we  give  God 
the  beft  of  words,  if  our  lufts  get  the  bell  of  our 
hearts,  we  are  dealing  hypocritically  with  God. 

4/A/y,  Dealing  falfcly  in  the  covenant,  Pfal.  1.  i(f. 
17.  O  what  matter  of  ihame  and  confuiion  is  there 
for  us  here!  What  children  of  Behal  are  we, 
whom  national,  baptifmal,  and  perfonal  covenants  will 
not  bind !  How  often  after  vows  have  we  made  in- 
quiry, returned  to  thofe  fins  which  we  have  renoun- 
ced, and  engaged  againft,  eat  in  the  beft  words  that 
ever  we  fpoke  in  making  a  covenant,  and  thrown  a- 
way  the  happieft  bonds  that  we  ever  came  under ! 

^thly^  Covenanting  and  engaging  againil  God,  his 
caufeand  way,  and  binding  ourfdves  to  fin  j  whether 
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Lajtly^  All  compact  witli  tlie  devil,  fjuc 
corruption  of  human  nature,  that  men  will : 
devil  for  their  god.  Here  is  forbidden, 
•teitchcraft,  ibrccry,  magic,  and  devilry,  1 
tiouncing  God,  become  tlie  devil's  vafl'als  and 
in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  have  comunion  with  I 
in  mifcliicf  and  wickednefs,  and  comuDion\ni 
hell  file  Two  things  readily  occalion  it:  ei 
content  wilh  one's  own  condition,  or  defirc  of 
wliich  yc  would  beware  of.  (2.)  Allulingof  i 
charms^  whether  for  knowing  of  fccret  thing 
to  come,  for  curing  or  picvcnting  of  difeafes  ii 
beaftfi,  or  for  any  other  cfftft  whatloever.  1 
implicit  com{  acl  wiih  the  devilj  which  thod: 
far  from  expiels  covenanting  with  him  ma; 
to.  Both  are  condemned,  Dcut.  xviii.  10.  ift 
are,  alas  I  many  of  thcfe  things  which  are  u 
to  be  named ;  but  take  this  rule  in  this  a 
whatfoever  is  brought  to  pafs  by  means  whic 
by  the  appointment  of  God  nor  the  natur 
mean  uled  can  be  expefted,  is  from  th 
The  facramcnts  and  medicines  are  means  oF  ( 
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Satan's  facrimcnts,  that  muft  be  ufcd  with  a  kind  of 
truth  or  belief  of  the  fucccfs,  at  which  the  devil  pro* 
duceth  the  defired  effect  fometioies,  God  permitting 
it :  for  he  cannot  always  do  it. 

.  2.  Whereas  it  is  a  duty  of  this  comniand  tp  make 
Cod  our  chief  end,  it  .forbids, 

i^,  Menplcaling,  Gal.  i,  10.  There  is  a  holy  man-* 
pleaiiug  which  we  fhould  all  learn,  if  we  would  pleafe 
God,  Horn.  XV.  2.  Let  ^ery  one  of  us  fUafe  his 
neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification.  Paql  was  dex« 
terous  at  that  holy  art,  i  Cor.  ix  19.— 22.  turning 
biaifelf  into  all  colours,  hut  black  to  pleafe  them,  for 
their  good^  But  this  iinful  man  plcafingis,  when  we  fet 
emrfeives  to  pleafe  men  without  regard  to  the  pleufing 
[)f  God,  propofing  their  pleafqre  as  our  only  or  chief 
end.  Tit.  ii.  9.  Compare  Eph.  vi.  6.  Col.  iii^  22^ 
4nd  this  wc  are  guilty  of,  either  when  we  do  a  iin  to 
pleafe  men,  or  do  a  good  thing  or  lawful  more  to 
ptcafe  them  than  God. 

*  'arf/jr.  Not  making  God  our  qnd  at  all,  Pfal.  Ixxxvi. 
14.  when  God's  honour  has  no  place  at  all  in  oup 
prajeAs  and  aAions.  1  hus  he  who  (hould  have  the 
:hief  place  in  all  we  do,  has  none ;  the  chief  corner- 
Ronc  is  not -admitted  into  the  unfapftified  building, 
Pot  felf  is  the  beginning,  middle,  and  en^.  Many 
fuch  black  pieces  without  mia;ture  are  in  the  web  of 
30r  convcrfation. 

-'  ^dlyy  Not  making  God  our  chief  end,  when  thp^ 
ire  have  an  eye  to  God  in  our  anions,  yet  not  tha 
tJiief  eye ;  not  feeking  him  above  all,  in  all,  and  be- 
jrond  all,  i  Cor.  x.  31.  Pfal,  Ixxiii^  25,  Man^  will 
It  his  creation  was* made  chiefly  looking  to.(5od  ;  and 
the  Icaft  deviation  from  this  is  our  fin.  But  O  bow 
>ftcn  doth  our  refped  to  God  lie  under,  and  that  ta 
;)urfelves  a  top  ?  God  is  made  the  ipean,  and  ourfelves 
;hc  great  end.  Many  piec^^  Qf  the  faints  religion, 
|Dd  all  the  religion  of  others,  are  rather  a  fcrving 
jljcaifclv^Si  of  God  than  a  ierving  qf  Gpd^ 


their  own  pio6t  and  delight,  Prov.  xxviL  aj. 
it.  24.  &:ix.  7.  8.  Cant.  i.  2.  but  thefe  muft  bee 
cd  towards  God,  being  fought,  that  thereby  w* 
be  in  the  better  capacity  to  ferve  our  Goo. 
iDuft  be  ufed  as  ftage-coaches  to  help  us  on  onr 
not  as  beds  to  lie  down  in  and  reft  there.  But  O 
guilt  is  contracted  iu  thefe  matters !  What  felf-ie 
is  chargeable  on  us, 

(i.)  As  to  natural  anions,  Zech.  vii.  6.  haii 
higher  end  in  thefe  than  ourfelves,  no  refpcct  1 
comniand  of  God,  but  our  own  appetite  ;  not  to 
for  the  duties  of  our  general  or  particular  ci] 
but  to  plcafe  ourfelves. 

(3 .)  In  civil  anions,  Prov.  xxi.  4.  No  eye  to; 
command,  no  eye  to  his  honour;  but  to  001 
wealth  and  outward  eftate.  This  was  the  6n4 
old  world,  Matih.  sxiv.  38.  Luke  xvii.  27.  28. 
religion  teaches  to  eat  and  drink,  bccaufe  Go 
faid,  Thou  Jh ah  vat  kill;  to  marry,  bctaufc  1 
faid,  7hou  Jl'ait  not  commit  adultery ;  to  work,  b 
he  has  faid.  Thou  Jhalt  not  jleal,  and  that  they 
honour  the  Lord  with  their  fubflance. 
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\  hot  that  in  God  which  makes  us  feek  him  for 
If!  « 

y.  Self-love,  2  Tim.  iii.  1.  Love  ourfelvcs  we 
our  fouls,  our  bodies;  but  the  love  of  God 
regulate  our  love  to  ourfelves,  and  we  muft 
^urfelves  in  God  and  for  God,  not  more  than 
nor  as  much,  Matth.  xxii.  37.  38,  39.  The  love 
)d  is  the  firft  command.  Our  neighbour  muft 
ed' with  an  inferior  fort  of  love,  not  as  our  God, 
I  ourfelves  :  therefore  the  love  of  ourfelvcs  muft 
erior  to  that  oF  God.  Now,  linful  felf-loye  is 
nordinate  affedion  which  we  bear  to  ourfelves 
>ut  due  fubordination  to  God,  a  love  of  our- 
that  carries  us  off  our  duty  to  God.  This  prc- 
rvcr  us  when  we  are  not  ready  to  faciifice  pur 
God  at  his  call,  Luke  xiv.  26.  Hence  pro- 
defeciion  from  the  truth  in  time  of  trial,  the 
/vci%  of  ourfelves  at  any  time  at  the  expence  of 
ditpleafure. 

/^  Sdf^pleafing,  Rom.  xv.  i.  It  is  a  narrownefs 
rit^  whereby,  \i  we  can  pleafe  ourfelves,  we  va- 
t'thcplcafing  of  others  for  their  good,  as  if  we 
^een  only  born  for  ourfelves.  It  is  a  fin  that  is 
^«difpleafing  to^^lod,  and  the  bane  of  fociety, 
in  men  mutt  retrench  fomething  from  themfelves 
:afS  tJthers,  otherwife  they  will  be  as  briers  and 
i"  continually  in  the  fides  of  one  another :  foi* 
:an  be  expccW  there  where  each  will  needs  have 
vn  way  ot  it  ?  Upon  this  it  is  that  thtf  ufing  or 
fing.of  indifferent  things  is  built^ 
>/y,  Self-confidence,  whereby  men  lean  to  the 
m  reed  of  their  own  wifdom  and  their  own 
5th,  inftead  of  leaning  to  God,  Prov.  iii.  5.  & 
ti.'  16.  It  carries  men  off  from  God,  and  brings 
I  a.  curfe  on  that  in  themfelves  which  they  lean 
;  their  parts,  their  pains,  abilities,  refolutions, 
Jer,  xvii.  5.  There  is  much  fin  this  way. 
\ly^  Self-conceit,  Prov.  xxvi.  12.  It  is-  mens 
oefs  and  ignorance  that  makes  them  fo.  Were 
eyes  opened,  they  would  fee  they  were  nothing. 


i 


4H  Of  ibefirjl  Commandment. 

Self  jealou  ling  becomes  Uj  better,  who  have  To  Mi 
make  any  good  o^ 

htfliy-,  Self-nRiiteoufncfs.  This  is  the  woift 
of  lellUhne&,  whereby  men  puffed  up  with  an  o|Miii«' 
ot  Uieir  own  works,  put  them  in  Chrift's  room,  an^  V 
look  to  procure  the  favour  of  God  by  them,  If.  Im 
3.  This  is  a  fubtil  idol»  venting  itfelf  many  wajij 
v&y  (i.)  Itfckoning  more  on  the  quantity  thin  llK 
ouality  of  duties,  Luke  xviii.  11.  (;.)  More  on  lit 
tiuility  of  duties,  when  they  are  done  vigomullf, 
than  on  our  intercft  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  (j.)  ii 
peeking  returns  of  favour  or  debt  upon  tiie  wdl-doi^ 
of  our  duty.  And  (^.)  Fretting  and  fifing  ot  tli 
heart  againil  God  under  ditappointments,  &c, 

^.  "Whereas  humiUty  of  heart  is  requited  io  tli 
command,  there  is  lorbidden  in  it  pride  of  lifflti 
with  all  the  brandies  of  that  curfed  tree,  Itisife^ 
ting  up  of  a  man's  felf  inltead  of  God  i  a  f\veiling<f 
the  empty  heart,  that  is  moft  hateful  to  God,  I  f* 
V.  5.;  aiin  that  deliruction  natural!)-  follows.  Ufm 
many  poiibnous  brandies  ;  for  it  turns  itielf  intomi" 
ny  ihapes,  all  hcic  forbidden  ;  as, 

1/7,  Cou:iterfeit  humility.  Pride  often  goesibrou 
under  the  malk  of  humiJity,  as  a  devil  transforminj 
himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light.  There  was  as  raDti 
pride  in  the  disfigured  tdcts  of  the  Fhaiilees,  Mat&| 
vi.  16.  as  in  the  proud  looks  of  others  ;  in  DiogcnB 
US  in  PlaLo.  Men  had  need  take  heed  they  deceive  nrf 
fhemlciv«  ;  for  pride  of  heart  may  put  them  up* 
and  make  them  pleale  thcailclvtsin  great  externalliB' 
jniliations. 

iMy^  Inienfiblenefa  of  our  own  weaknefs,  finful' 
liefs,  and  infuHiciency,  Hah.  ii.  4.  There  iblittlei* 
prellion  of  that  on  i)ur  hearts  for  the  moft  part;  ip. 
wiien  at  any  lime  it  is  made,  how  quickly  doesH^' 
off?  fjr  our  hearts  are  hke  a  ftift'  Itick,  that  i* 
tjuickly  lofe  the  bend.  Ihia  infenhblene^s  vents  itw 
ill,  (1.)  A  wolul  iell-fufijcicncy,  whereby  men  areciP' 
Tied  olf  fiom  depending  on  God,  and  hanging  5<fl^i 
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lually  about  his  hand,  Jer.  it.  31.  (2.)  A  miferable 
ccurity  as  to  fin,  efpecially  fins  of  the  groffer  fort, 
o  which  we  think  we  have  no  need  to  take  heed. 
But  if  the  pride  of  our  hearts  were  fallen,  we  would 
^U  in  with  the  warning,  1  Cor.  x.  12.  Let  him  that 
'binketh  he  ftandeth^  take  heed  leji  he  fall  (3.)  Rigid 
:enfuringand  rejecting  of  tbofe  we  judge  have  finned. 
What  is  the  caufe  of  that,  but  the  beam  of  pride  and 
bfenfiblenefs  of  our  own  weaknels  in  our  own  eye  ? 
Hatth.  vii.  !•  2.  3,  Therefore  the  apoftle  recom- 
mends lenity  and  meeknels  on  this  confideratipn.  Gal. 
«i.  I. 

^dly^  Meddling  with  things  without  our  fphere, 
^1.  cxxxi.  I.  2.  thrufting  ourfelves  on  duties  that  are 
Dot  the  duties  of  our  Itation.  This  proceeds  from 
pride  of  heart,  that  waits  not  for  God's  call,  but  in- 
vades the  province  given  of  God  to  others.  Uzziah 
TiDarted  for  this ;  as  did  alfo  Uzzah, 

Lajtiyj  Refufing  any  duty  we  arc  called  to  for  the 
KQeannefs  of  it.  It  is  pride  of  heart  that  reckons  any 
thing  unbecoming  us  that  God  requires  of  us  ;  yet  in 
many  cafes  our  honour  with  us  takes  place  of  God's 
honour;  and  men  not  only  do  not  do  their  duty,  but 
Icorn  to  do  it.  God  fays,  Set-k  my  face,  be  reconciled 
to  me ;  but  they  fcorn  to  do  it.  They  may  honour 
God  by  fubmitting  to  inftruclion,  the  difciplinc  of 
€hrift*s  houfe;  but  they  fcorn  to  do  it  as  unbecoming 
them,  I  Sam.  ii.  30. 

5#  Whereas  refignation  to  the  will  of  God  is  our 
duty  required  in  this  commandment,  here  is  forbid- 
den, 

ly?.  All,  even  the  lead  difcontent  with  our  lot,  or 
any  thing  that  God  puts  in  it.  If  God  be  our  God, 
he  muft  chu(e  our  inheritance  for  us,  PfaK  xlvii.  ij. 
It  is  a  fad  charafter  to  be  complainers,  viz.  of  their 
lot,  Jude  16.  that  blame  or  are  angry  at  their  lot,  Gr. 
A  perfon  has  fomething  in  his  ftate  and  condition  that 
is  not  according  to  his  mind  and  will,  a  hulband  a 
wife  of  a  dilagrceable  temper,  fomething  they  want 
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which  they  would  fain  have,  fomething  they  hw 
they  would  fain  be  free  of,  and  they  fret  themfdw 
caufe  what  God  has  m^de  crooked  they  cannot 
ftraigUt.  It  is  ftraight  enough  to  God's  will,  t 
rot  to  thine,  job  xxxiv.  33,  The  confequncei 
dilcontent  is,  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  rei 
ver  us.  It  is  people's  duty  not  to  quarrel  wkl 
lot,  and  be  always  fcrewing  up  their  lot  co  thdr 
but  to  bring  their  will  to  their  lot,  becaufe  it  is 
will. 

7c/!y,  An  unfanclified  contentment  with  the 
and  that  is,  when  people  carry  eadly  under  any 
Clip  in  their  lot,  but  not  upon  the  Chriftian  p»! 
of  refignation  to  the  will  of  God.  There  arc 
other  ways  to  fatisfy  a  difcontented  mind;  b 
and  company  ntay  put  it  out  of  their  heads  * 
that  content  in  one  crciture- comfort  w^hich  the 
not  get  in  another,  fome  in  a  lawful,  ethers  inj 
lawful  way,  confuiting  of  their  own  pcaci:.  £ 
the  mean  time  the  cunfideration  of  the  will  nf 
does  not  prevail  witii  them  to  a  contented  re 
tion.  I  . 

giZ/y,  The  bearing  of  any  hardfliip  in  ourJ 
jiift,  but  no  fatisfaclion  with  it  as  good,  If.  xxjgi 
What  he  does,  is  not  only  well  done,  but  beft 
I:  refleds  diihonour  on  God,  only  to  think  the 
of  hi3  providence  towards  us  to  be  tolerable.  S 
we  come  To  far  Jhort  of  our  duty,  rs  we  do  not 
fdtisfaclion  aLquielce  in  the  hardeft  piece  of  ot 
as  beft  for  us. 

6,  Laftly,  Whereas  patience  is  here  comni; 
under  crolfes,  here  is  forbidden, 

17?,  All  impatience,  grudging,  murmuring, 
quarrelling  under  the  hand  ol  God,.Plal.  xxxvii, 
This  is  a  lire  kindled  by  the  devil,  by  ilriking  a  j 
heart  againil:  firm  providence,  lirm  as  mouotai 
brals.  It  is  kindled  in  mens  brealts  by  the  heart's  1 
againil  the  crofs.  It  often  fends  out  its  hellilfa  fi 
in  pjfliona'.e  exprciiiuns  by  the  mouth,  asd  k& 
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others  by  the  fitifiil  deeds  it  puts  them  on  !  for  fuch 

GTe  as  madmen  throwing  about  firebrands,  arrows,  and 
eath.  It  makes  a  man  an  enemy  to  himfeif ;  and 
flies  up  againft  God,  accufing  him  of  injuftice,  folly, 
and  cruelty. 

2dly^  Infenfiblenefs  under  the  hand  of  God,  If;  xlii. 
25.  who  ftand  unmoved  under  afflidions;  as  if  they 
were  (locks  and  ftones,  and  cry  not  when  he  bindetli 

X  them.  Thus  men  are  feveral  ways  guilty.  ( i .)  Some- 
'times  they  are  brutifh  under  afflictions,  and  will  groaii 

;  in  their  troubles  like  fick  beails,  but  nothing  more. 
(2*.)  Stupid  and  indolent,  without  fenfe  of  trouble. 

>Jf  they  be  not  the  better,  they  are  as  little  the  worfe 

.of  it.  (3.)  A  Roman  courage  and  brilknefs  of  fpirit^ 
that  will  not  fioop  under  what  they  meet  with.  And, 
(4.)  Patience  perforce ;  they  bear  the  yoke,  becaufe 
they  cannot  get  it  off,  and  they  will  not  worry  in  the 
band. 

Thirdly^  There  is  a  profanenefs  of  the  ajBFeclions, 
Rom.  i.  25.  26^  The  affections  or  pafllons  in  them- 
felves  are  neither  good  nor  evil;  but  theyihouldbe 
confecrated  to  God  chiefly,  and  to  their  proper  objects 
in  God,  and  then  they  are  good.  But  being  denied 
to  God,  or  fet  on  improper  objefts,  they  are  profaned  ; 
and  if  they  be  given  to  their  proper  objects  as  much 
.or  more  than  to  God,  that  is  idolatry }.  of  which  I  aai 

-  to  fpe;ik  afterwards. 

I.'  then.  Whereas  it  is  commanded  here  to  k)ve 
God,  there  is  forbidden, 

ly?.  All  want,  yea  and  weaknefs  of  love  to  God. 
It  is  a-profanencfs  of  heart  to  be  coldrife  in  love  to  the 
mod  lovely  objedt,  this  being  efpecially  the  principal 

-  :duty  of  holineiV.  2^//^,  Love  to  thofe  things  we  (hould 
<hate.  How  often  is  our  love  miflaid  thus  ?  The  co:  - 
•rupt  heart  faitcns  on  thofe  things  that  are  like  itfelf. 

3i//y,  Hatred  of  God,  and  enmity  againft  him,  lloQi.i* 

.  go.     1  bis  vents  iticlf,  (i.)  In  fecrec  wiihes  there  were 

no  God,  Pfal.  xiv.  I.    (2.)  1  hat  he  were  not  fuch  a  God 

as  he  has  revealed  himlelf  in  his  word,  not  juft,  holy. 
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no  brcathinffs,  no  lonpitigs  after  the  Lord  ?  I- 
and  Unguilhing,  wliile  delires  after  creati 
throng  in  one  upon  another  ?  Thefe  can  Iiav 
while  the  other  have  no  bcgijini'vg'. 

idly-j  Dcfiiea  after  unlawful  things  which  i 
abhor.  Though  theie  detireu  be  not  accompi 
muft  not  wipe  our  mouths,  and  fay,  Wc 
linned,  Uom.  vii.  7.  Tbcy  are  the  bre.ithin 
corrupt  heart  after  finful  thiogs,  imtable  ti 
rupt  nature. 

3<^/y>  Averfion  to  God  and  communion  1 
Jobxxi.  14.  This  is  a  buckwardnefs  in  th( 
the  duties  of  communion  with  God,  when  I 
tnftead  of  flightcring  to'uards  him,  draws  ba 
rcfra^ory  backiliding  heiter,  that  {lides  back, 
not  let  on  the  yoke.  A  fin  which  aU  have  1 
be  humbled  for. 

3.  Whereas  it  is  our  duty  to  ddigfat  ajtd  : 
the  Lord,  this  command  forbids, 
'     1/7,  The  omiffion  of  that  duty  which  G< 
eniptorily  requires,    Fhil.  tv.  4.  Rejoice  in 
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i  on  in  tbem  without  any  fpiritual  rclifli,  Rev.  iii.  i. 
,  even  as  we  coriverfe  wi^h  thofe  ifi  whofc  company  we 
I  have  no  pleafure.  This  is  the  plague  of  the  genera- 
:  tion,  who,  if  thcy.be  not  profane,  are  cold  and  lor- 
:  mal,  Our  ferviccs  look  not  like  that  of  the  hving 
.God|  but  a  dead  idol.  There  is  no  need  to  make 
:  Abraham  children  of  ilones,  for  they  are  Qotics  aU 
Fcady^ 

gc/Zy,  Wearying  in  and  of  his  fervice,  Amos  viii.  5, 
Heoce  wandering  in  duties,  for  the  heart  is  away  j 
ftny  thing  is  enough,  and  the  only  care  is  to  get  the 
duty  over  as  a  t^lk,  for  there  is  no  delight  in  God, 
or  communion  with  him,  MaK  i.  13. 

La/llyj  Carnal  dclires  and  joys.  Not  that  all  delight 
"  and  joy.  in  the  creature  is  flnful ;  for  G(xi  replenidied 
the  world  fo  as  not  to  ferve  man's  necefiity  only,  but 
alfo  his  delight^  But  they  are  carnal  and  linfu>, 
^i.)  When  they  are  on  unlawful  objects,  and  men  go 
over  the  hedge  of  the  law  to  feek  what  to  delight 
themfelvcs  in.  (2.)  When  they  arc  exceflive,  though 
on  lawful  objects  ;  which  is,  i.)  When  people  have 
no  eye  to  God  in  them,  as  not  taking  them  with 
Chankfulnefs  out  of  his  hand,  and  to  ufe  them  as 
-what  rnay  fit  them  for  the  fervice  of  God  in  their 
general  or  pai'vicular  czillings  ;  but  exclude  the 
thoughts  of  God  out  of  them,  either  as  the  principle 
or  end  of  them.  2.)  When  they  fo  carry  out  the 
heart,  as  to  unfit  us  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and 
ilacken  our  delight  in  the  Lord  ;  then  is  the  handmaid 
taken  into  Sarah's  bed.  3.)  Whei\  njen  love  them 
more  than  God,  2  Tim.  ii*,  ^. 

4.  Whereas  it  is  our  duty  tQ  furrow  for  offending 
God,  this  command  forbid^, 

i//,  liardnefs  of  heart  and  imponitency,  Uom.  if, 
5,  .  To  move  us  to  fin  is  eaCy,  but  to  move  us  for  it 
is  difEcult.  How  can  we,  pretend  God  is  our  God,  if 
liis  honour  be  not  dear  to  aS  ;  if  the  grieving  of  his 
Spirit  be  not  grievous  to  Ub  ?  But  this  is  a,  main  ^^lagu^ 
pf  th^  gcnerartion. 


fure,  whereby  they  are  reafted,  and  the  guil 
in  the  light  of  God :  and  much  more  lai 
them,  and  makiog  a  mock  or  jeft  oi  thenq, 
2  3.  &  xiv.  p.  So  they  glory  in  their  Ibame, ; 
a  mock  of  affronting  God. 
.  5.  Whereas  zeal  for  God  iii  here  comnaand 
is  forbidden, 

17?,  Lukewarmnefs  and  indifFerency  in  th 
of  God,  Rev.  iii.  16.  Zeal  is  counted  ma 
the  world ;  but  no  body  wants  ?eal  for  fc 
but  few  have  it  for  ood.  'Ihis  holy  fire 
worn  out  in  our  day,  bccaufe  few  have  God 
God,  and  they  that  have  [rlorify  him  not  as 
cbiil  cold  has  benumbed  our  ipiritual  fenfe 
the  Lord  brought  this  church  out  of  the  fire, 
loll  our  fire-e<ige.  We  are  fiery  enough  in 
matters,  but  very  coldrife  in  God's  matta 
coldnefs  of  affcclions  binds  men  down  in  the 
of  Chrift's  kingdom  as  managed  in  their  ow: 
and  then  binds  them  down  iu  tbcfe  as  manaj 
world. 
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When  it  is  not  proportioned  to  the  \rcight  of  niat- 
ters,  Matth.  xxiii.  23.  (3.)  When  the  heat  ftrikes 
moft  outward  againft  the  fins  of  others,  Matth.  vii.  4. 
(4.)  When  it  carries  men  to  that  unto  which  they  are 
not  called  of  God,  (5.)  When  it  fwallows  up  all  pity 
to  the  offenders,  2  Cor.  xii.  2 1  • 

6v  Whereas  this  command  requires  us  to  fear  God, 
it  forbids, 

ly?.  All  raihnefs  and  irreverence  in  the  fervice  of 
God,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  7.  His  omniprefencc  ihould  ftrlke 
an  awe  on  us  at  all  times ;  and  his  fpecial  prefence 
flsouid  firike  a  fpecial  awe  on  us  when  we  approach  his 
prefence  in  duties.  But  Ohow  do  we  rufli  into  it 
without  fear,  as  the  horfe  ruflieth  into  the  battle  J 

2dly^  Unconcernednefs  of  fpirit  at  his  threatening 
•'word  and  alarming  difpenfations,  the  general  fm  of  the 
prelent  time,  Amos  iii,  8.  Who  trembles  at  his  word, 
though  by  terrible  things  he  is  anfwcrihg  us  ?  Who  is 
preparing  to  meet  him  in.  the  way  of  his  judge- 
ments ? 

3^/)^,  Prefumptuous  finning  over  the  belly  of  fair 
learning,  both  by  the  word  and  providetices,  Pfal. 
xxxvi.  I.  How  do  men  count  the  darts  of  the  word 
and  confcience  as  ftubbic,  and  laugh  at  the  fliaking  of 
liisfpcar!  We  are  incorrigible  under  judgements,  as 
if  we  would  bid  a  d^^fiance  to  heaven,  and  dcfire  him 
to  do  his  woril,  Jer,  viii.  6. 

/^thly^  Bold  and  curious  fcarching  into  God's  fecrets, 
which  he  hath  thought  meet  to  keep  hid  from  us. 
Such  is  confulting  with  the  devil,  or  thofe  that  have 
the  black  art,  as  Saul  did  with  the  witch  of  Endor, 
confulting  with  dumbies,  palmifters,  fortune- tellers, 
uhng  afly  means  whatfoever  not  appointed  of  God  to 
know  our  fortune,  as  it  is  called,  &c.  Deut.  xxix.  ulL 
Ihefe  things  are  but  the  taking  of  the  devil's  key  to 
ppcn  God's  cabinet. 

Sthly^  A  fuperltitious  fear,  a  fear  where  no  fear  is 
by  God's  appointment,  of  which  they  have  mofl:  that 
have  little  of  the  fcai^  of  Gud,     Such  is  that  fooliih 


in  God,  not  according  to  his  word,  which  ( 
liis  juftice,  holiiiefs,  and  greatoefs,  Oeut. 
and  over  the  belly  of  theie  promifes  mercy. 

idlyt  Defpair,  Gen.  iv.  13.  when  people 
with  <tll  hope,  as  if  their  fins  and  mifery  wi 
God's  mercy,  power,  and  grace,  aud  the  clGci 
Son's  blood. 

3.  Lajlly,  Whereas  trufl  and  confidence  i 
refjuired  in  this  command,  ic  forbids, 

ly/.  All  diftruli  and  diflidence,  anxiety  wit 
to  his  providence,  when  people  cannot  lix  th< 
forprovifion,  protection,  sirt,  jn  his  way,  ou 
DiifcR,  but  diftnill  tht:ni. 

2f/iy,  All  rafhneis  and  vain  coniidence,  ati 
any  thing  without  a  warrant  from  God,  and  y 
thcnifelves  fuccds  therein,  without  acknoi 
Cod  in  it.     A  fin  very  frtquent  in  our  day. 

Vourthly,  There  is  a  profanenefs  of  the  c( 
here  forbidden.  Tit.  1.  15.  And  there  is  coi 
here, 

1.  The  ipaking  men  lords  of  our  faith  i 
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authority  of  men,  he  fcts  up  another  god  before  the 
Lord. 

2.  BUndnefs  and  mifinformation  of  confcience.  If. 
V.  20.  This  is  a  fettitig  up  of  our  confciences  inftead 
of  God,  whoic  deputy  only  it  is,  and  whcfe  oSce  it  is 
only  to  declare  the  mind  of  God.  So  that  declaring 
and  urging  its  own  miftakes  inftead  of  God's  com- 
finands,  it  rifes  againft  this  command.  And  this  is 
matter  of  humiliation  :  For  who  can  under/land  his  er* 
rorSj  Pfal.  xix,  12. 

3.  Unadivcn^fs  and  unfaithfulnefs  of  the  confci- 
ence, whereby  it  does  not  effectually  check  for  lin, 
nor  incite  to  duty-  Thus  God  is  rejected  in  fo  far  as 
his  work  in  the  foul  committed  to  the  confcience  is  ne- 
glected. How  many  are  there  whofe  confciences  give 
them  all  eafe  in  their  finful  courfes,  and  that  cannot 
fpeak  but  on  the  grofleft  faults  ?  and  how  remifs  and 
flack  is  it  in  all  ? 

Fifthly^  There  is  a  profancnefs  of  the  memory  here 
forbidden.  For  whereas  it  is  a  duty  of  this  command 
to  remember  God,  his  word  and  works,  that  we  may 
think  on  him,  love,  fear,  and  efteem  him ;  fo, 

1.  Forgetting  of  God  is  here  forbidden,  Jer.  it.  32. 
This  is  one  of  the  great  fources  of  all  the  wickednef* 
in  mens  hearts  and  lives.  We  do  not  remember  with 
\vhom  we  have  to  do  ;  therefore  we  do  iX'hat  our  cor- 
rupt inclinations  lead  us  to.  We  forget  his  word,  his 
'ifcommands,  his  threatenings,  his  promifes ;  therefore 
-Wc  fift  fearlefsly,  and  fervc  him  faintly,  as  working 
for  nought.  We  forget  his  works,  therefore  his  mer- 
cies engage  us  not,  nor  his  judgements  fright  us. 
Our  memories  in  fpiritual  things  are  like  a  fieve  in  the 
•water,  leaking  veffels  that  quickly  let  all  flip.  It  is 
not  only  our  mifery,  but  our  fin,  which  we  have  to 
be  humbled  for. 

2.  Remembering  what  we  fliould  forget.  O  how 
tenacioufly  does  it  hold  t^ofe  things  that  Ihould  be 
forgotten !  An  injury  done  to  us  will  be  freih  and 
green  in  our  minds,  when  all  the  love  of  God  in  fend- 
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3://^,  K'ot  praj  iii^  ir.  rpirit,  wben  we  pra 
li.outli? ;  :o  lliat  Lii;  our  prayers  are  bntovi 
J/iij),  lijj  UUjur,  no:  heart- work,  John  iv,  | 
v/c  !/Ci.<iri,f  f;ui':y  niiny  ways.  (1.}  Wi| 
i^raytui  aie  but  trie  L-xcitir*;  of  a  gift,  not; 
^vi[h  f:;itli,  love,  fear,  ^y.  Such  are  all  ^ 
(/f  ljyj»ociitt'.s.  (i.)  When  the  heart  goet 
with  our  W(ii<)k,  but  rcriuir.s  dead,  ilupid^ 
Ida  ill  our  addrifils  tn  Ond,  as  if  wc  we^ 
lu  a  t'.L'^id  idol,  or  to  a  n.an  who  mufl;  jott 
wriul*  wir.:L  WC  Would  liave,  becaufe  h^^ 
J.eart.  (-,.}  WJic/i  the  licart  contradids  o«f, 
jirayiiif;  lli/t  find  would  take  away  fio  w^u^ 
i;o  wdi  to  [j.irt  will),  tint  he  would  givp^'] 
v.hi'Ji  v.c  L^v-  i.u  iii:!irc  uitcr,  or  tliat  bey} 
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s  from  the  temptations  which  we  are  longing  for. 
\.)  When  the  heart  wanders  in  prayer,  going  after 
thcr  things  when  we  are  before  the  Iiord. 

^tbly^  Profane  prayers  to  God  for  mifchief  to  fall 
n  ourlelves  or  others ;  .which  are  all  the  prayers  that 
>me  ufe ;  and  are  niore  frequent  with  others  than 
leir  folcmn  prayers. 

2.  Whereas  internal  praife  and  thankfulnefs  is  re- 
uired  here,  there  is  forbidden, 

ifi^  Unthankfulnefs,  the  crying  fin  of  the  genera* 
on,  on  which  God  has  heaped  fo  many  mercies* 
lH  !  hftw  do  we  receive  our  mercies,  as  if  they  were 
ebts !  When  we  want,  perhaps  we  will  cry ;  but 
rhen  we  have  got  the  mercy,  we  are  like  the  nine 
tper9,  who  forgot  to  return  to  thank  their- healcn 
'here  is  no  grateful  fenfe  of  the  Lord's  goodness  on 
ur  fpirits,  and  fo  there  is  none  in  our  lives, 
'%dly^  Afcribing  any  good  we  have  or  can  do,  to 
3ine  other  quarter  than  to  God,  the  true  fountain  of 
U.  (j .)  To  fortune  and  good  luck.  How  often  will 
len  acknowledge  their  good  luck,  while  they  over- 
icfc  a  good  God?  (2.)  To  ourfelves,  Deut.  viii,  17. 
Ibw  re?kdy  are  we  to  afcribe  our  fuccefs  to  our  own 
^it,  pains,  or  induftry,  like  thofe  who  facrificed  to 
icir  own  net,  and  burnt  incenfe  tp  their  own  drag? 
t^b.  i.  16.  (3.)  Or  to  afcribe  it  to  any  other  crea- 
are.  The  inflruments  of  our  fuccefs  will  be  thanked, 
''hen  "God  is  overlooked, 

Lftftly-,  Whereas  we  are  required  to  give  to  God 
le  obedience  of  our  whole  fouls,  here  is  forbidden, 
.  Slighting  and  defpifing  God  and  his  comm^ndmen'ts, 
iaking  no  account  of  them,  and  the  obedience  due 
>  them,  Deut.  xxxii,  15.  2.  Picfifting  and  grieving 
is.  Spirit,  ftifling  its  motions,  and  refufing  to  hear- 
eii  to  its  fuggelHons,  Eph.  iv.  30. 

THIRDLY,  This  command  forbids  idolatry,  which 

the  giving  thit  worfliip  and  glory  to  any  other 
rhich  is  due  to  God  alone.  It  is  twofold,  grofs  exter- 
al  idolatry,  and  fubtil  heart- idolatry. 
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466  Of  the  Jirji  Commandment. 

Firjl^  As  to  grofs  idolatry,  this  command  con 
demns, 

1 .  The  Heathens,  whofe  religion  brought  in  t  mnl 
tiplicity  of  gods.  For  having  loft  the  right  know 
ledge  of  the  true  God,  the  notion  of  God  was  like  a 
broken  looking- glafs,  where  every  part  reprefents  \ 
fmallface,  though  when  entire  it  reprefented  one  only. 
The  worfhip  of  the  fun  feems  to  be  among  the  moil 
ancient  kinds  of  idolatry,  together  with  the  moon 
and  ftars.  Job  xxxi.  26.  27.  And  great  men  deified 
after  their  death  became  objefts  of  worfliip.  Thus  at 
length  they  came  to  have  a  multitude  of  gods  and 
goddeffes. 

2.  The  Papifts,  whofe  religion  is  nothing  bat  tbc 
great  apoftafy  from  Chriftianity  headed  by  AntichriH 
They  are  guilty  of  grofs  idolatry, 

17?,  They  worfhip  the  faints  departed,  cfpcciallf 
the  virgin  Mary,  in  whofe  worfliip  they  are  fo  pro- 
fufe,  that  they  may  be  called  Marians  rather  than 
Chriftians.  To  the  faints  they  pray,  make  vows, 
fwear  by  them,  confecrate  altars  and  temples  to  them, 
and  offer  incenfe.  All  which  are  pieces  of  religiow 
worfhip  due  to  God  alone.  And  they  profefe  they 
place  their  hopes  and  confidence  in  them,  Mi^tth.iv. 
10.  contrary  to  God's  exprefs  command.  Thou  Jtoi 
worfhip  the  Lord  thy  God^  and  hhn  only  fimlt  thovfent. 

idly  J  They  worfliip  angels,  pray  to  them  to  be&o^ 
good  things  on  them,  and  co  protect  ihem  froni  evil; 
and  efpecially  the  guardian  angfl  which  they  allege  is 
allotted  to  every  one,  expreiby  contraiy  to  the  au- 
thority of  God,  Rev.  xxii.  8.  9. 

^d/y^  They  worfhip  the  bread  in  the  facramcnt; 
for  as  foon  as  the  priefl  has  confecrated  it,  he  falls 
down  on  his  knees  and  worfliips  it;  then  he  lifts  it  up 
above  his  hcnd,  that  the  people  may  fee  it;  and  thea 
they  worfhip  it  too. 

/[fh/yy  They  worfhip  the  crofs,  the  tree  itfelf  oa 
^\  Iiich  they  pretend  Chrifl  died,  and  the  image  of  it» 
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y  bow  their  knees  to  it,  and  kifs  it,  pray  to  it, 
confecrate  temples  and  altars  toit^ 
aftly^  They  worlhip  the  reliqucs  of  faints,  not 
r  their  bodies,  but  what  belonged  to  them  while 
r  lived,  their  bones,  blood,  flefh,  teeth,  hair,  cloaths, 
s,  belts.  &c.  They  plaee  thefc  things  on  the  al- 
carry  them  about  in  proccffions,  give  them  to  the 
)le  to  touch  or  kifs,  fall  down  and  worihip  before 
n.  And  all  this  while  they  keep  up  the  fcriptures 
ch  the  apoftles  left,  from  the  people^  So  that 
ery  is  but  Heathenifm  in  a  new  drefs, 
ecotidlj^  As  to  fubtil  he^rttidolatry,  that  is  more 
nfive.  Men  commit  this  idolatry  with  the  crea- 
s,  when  their  mind,  will,  and  affeclions  are  fet  on 
:reature  as  much  or  more  than  on  God.  So  cove- 
nefs  is  called  idolatry.     Now,   we  are  guilty  of 

idolatry. 

When  we  love  any  thing  as  much  or  more  than 
I,  Matth«  X.  37,  For  that  is  our  God  that  gets 
:  of  our  hearts  ;  and  that  n>uft  needs  be  our  idol 

gets  more  of  our  love  than  God  gets.  Thus  of- 
ire  we  found  idolizing  ourfclves,  the  world,  our 
ul   comforts,   and   relations,     O  how  diforderly 

the  pulfe  of  our  affections  beat !  How  violent 
they  towards  the  creature,  but  how  weak  and 
uiQiing  towards  God  !  The  fire  of  love  to  God 
i^t-times  like  a  fire  of  ftraw,  that  makes  a  I'uddcn 

2  and  then  dies  ;  when  that  of  love  to  the  crca- 
5  is  like  a  fire  of  juniper  that  burns  long,  and  is 
foon  quenched.     This  exc^flive  love  ta  the  crea- 

3  appears,  (1,)  In  the  high  cfteem  of  them  above 
,  and  the  communications  of  his  grace,  (2.)  la 
great  eagernefs  that  is  ufed  in  the  purfuit  of 
1,  more  than  in  feeking  of  God  and  his  favour. 

In  the  greater  uneafinefs  in  the  want  of  them, 

in  that  uf  the  confolations  of  God. 

When  men  delire  any  thing  as  miKh  or  more 

God,    Pfal.  iv,   6.      How  extravagant  are  the 

c&  of  the  heart!     Many  things  arc  delired  iuq^c 


\ 


delight  and  rejoice  moil  in  it.  O  what  ido 
this  difcover  1  How  often  is  it  found,  that 
delight  end  rejoire  more  in  a  good  bargain  tl 
evcrlafting  covenant ;  in  hufband,  wite,  and 
more  than  in  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  HoJ 
in  a  good  farm  or  fture-room,  than  in  the  R 
gofpel ;  where  the  treafure  is,  there  wjil  the 
alfo ;  in  a  good  fuit  of  cloaths,  more  tha 
righteoufncfs  of  a  Mediator ! 

^,  "When  we  forrow  more  or  as  much 
thing,  as  the  offending  of  God.  That  is  a  1 
the  world,  3  Cor.  vii.  10.  that  difcovers  the 
of  the  creature.  The  offence  of  man  is  oft 
at  heart  than  the  offence  of  God  ;  and  peopi 
'  at  more  pains  to  gain  reconciliation  with  th 
with  the  Lord  timfelf.  A  fraall  crofs  or  la 
world  will  draw  tears,  when  lin  will  not  dra 
from  us  ;  and  ordinarily  our  afilidUoDS  lie  mo 
on  us  than  our  iins, 

5.  When  we  have  as  much  or  more  zeal 
thing  than  for  God  and  his  honour.     Thl 
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ximandments,  for  their  own  opinions  than 
jei. 

en  we  feir  any  perfon  or  thing  more  than 
)V.  xxix.  2  5.  The  greateft  fear  being  due  to 
\jt  fear  any  perfon  or  thing  more  than  him, 
e  it*  Thus  men  make  a  god  of  man,  yea 
e  devil.  ^  And  the  fear  of  the  wrath  of  man 
far  more  influence  than  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
a  time  of  perfecution  is  a  fpecial  fnare. 
en  we  have  more  or  as  much  hope  in  any 
n  God,  Yet  alas !  how  often  will  the  pro- 
men  revive  us,  when  all  the  promifes  of 
.ot  do  it ! 

ly.  When  we  have  more  or  as  much  con- 
nd  truft  in  any  thing  as  in  God,  Jer.  Kvii. 

power,  wealth,  and  ftrength,  gifts  and 
re  idoUzed,  and  whatever  men  truft  more  to 
rod. 

!  aiked.  Whether  it  conCfts  with  the  ftate  of 
have  our  love  and  afFcftion  more  on  any 
than  on  God  ?  Anf.  u  Wc  muft  diftinguifti 
he  inward  difpoiition  of  the  foul,  the  habit 
nd  dcfire,  &l.  and  the  acts  thereof.  The 
love,  defirc,  ^c.  towards  God  in  a  godly 
vays  more  firmly  rooted  in  his  heart,  than 
of  love  to  any  creature,  £ph.  iii.  18.  But 
ds  of  love  and  deiire  towards  the  creature 
more  ftrong  under  temptation ;  but  that  is 
2.  The  ftrength  of  our  aflfedions  is  to  be 
Ihed  from  the  commotion  of  them,  which 
!s  may  be  greater  and  n)ore  fenfible  in  the  af- 
lat  is  lefler.  For  as  the  greateft  joy  is  not  al- 
)refred  in  laughter,  fo  the  greateft  affection  has 
ys  the  greateft  fenfible  ftirring  with  it,     But 

be  folidly  minded,  and  willing  to  forfake  all 

I,  and  to  difjpleafe  any  rather  than  him,  tho^ 

more  fenfibly  moved  in  their  affcftion   toi 

hings,  their  affections  are  not  therefor^  noore 

than  him. 


47  o  ^f  t^^  fi^ft  Commandments 

I  fhall  now  ihut  up  all  with  the  confideratton  of    i, 
thefe  words,  before  me.     "  Thefe  words,  hefort  me^  iu 
^^  the  firft  commandment,  teach  us,  that  God  who 
*^  fceth  all  things,   taketb  fpecial  notice  of,  and  is 
^'  much  difpleaLed  with  the  fin  of  having  any  other 

Fir/l^  God  taketh  fpecial  notice  of  the  iin  of  having  I 
another  god.  1 

1.  He  taketh  fpecial  notice  of  the  grofs  fin  of  ido- 
latry. He  has  a  jealous  eye  on  it,  and  will  not  over- 
look it ;  for  it  is  fpiritual  adultery,  and  the  hufbaod 
will  overlook  many  faults  in  his  wife,  who  will  not 
overlook  that.  Idolaters  have  their  fig-leaf  covers 
for  their  idolatry.  How  do  the  Papifts  let  their  wits 
on  the  rack  to  frame  fuch  nice  and  fubtil  diftiactions 
as  m:iy  palliate  their  horrid  idolatry  !  But  though 
they  jmay  deceive  the  fimple  with  thefe  things,  yet 
they  cannot  blind  the  eyes  of  the  all*feeing  God, 

Seeing  God  takes  fuch  notice  of  it,  how  lament- 
Able  is  it  that  idolatry  makes  fuch  vaft  progrefs  in  this 
covenanted  land,  and  is  not  duly  noticed!  Howiad 
is  it,  that  the  fin  and  difiionour  againft  God  is  not 
noticed,  fo  as  to  be  mourned  over,  and  to  take  no* 
tice  of  the  danger  of  it,  and  that  the  government 
takes  not  notice  of  it  to  reprefs  it!  This  is  a  fad 
fign  of  the  danger  of  being  over-run  with  it. 

2.  God  takes  fpecial  notice  of  heart  idolatry,  of 
whatever  pofleffeth  his  room  in  the  heart.  That  is  a 
fubtil  kind  of  idolatry,  fo  hid  that  others  cannot,  nay 
men  themfelves  do  not  always  perce^ye  what  it  is  that 
is  their  idol.     But  God  fees  it  very  well. 

(i.)  The  idol  may  be  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  which 
the  man  cannot  dilcern  till  the  law  be  carried  home 
on  the  foul  in  its  fpiritual  extent.  Thus  Paul's  du- 
ties and  feeming  holinefs  were  his  idol,  Rom.  vii,  y* 

2.  It  may  lie  in  lawful  things.  Things  unlawful  in 
themfelves  may  quickly  be  leen  with  the  fnarc  in 
them.  It  is  eafy  to  difccrn  the  devil  when  he  appears 
Yt^itl)  his  cloven  foor^  fo  to  f^eak  :  but  it  L>  not  ib  ^f 
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o  fee  a  man*s  ruin  lying  in  houfes  and  lands,  h.if- 
>and,  wife,  and  children,  goods  and  gear:  yet  thefe 
nay  be  the  idols. 

(3.)  The  idol  may  go  under  the  name  of  an  infir- 
nity.  Thus  many  deceive  themfelves  with  entertain- 
ing reigning  fins  under  the  name  of  infirmities. 

(4.)  Self-love  acts  its  part  here,  being  ready  to  mslg- 
aify  mens  good,  and  extenuate  their  evil.  And  To 
they  nourifh  their  difeafe,  and  hug  the  viper  that  is 
jnawing  at  their  bowels. 

Laftly^  There  may  be  a  judicial  flroke  in  it.  They 
r4U  not  entertain  the  difcoveries  which  God  makes 
:hem ;  and  they  Ihutting  their  eyes,  the  Lord  ftrikes 
them  blind. 

But  let  us  fpecially  notice  what  God  has  a  fpecial 
eye  upon. 

Secondly^  God  is  fpecially  difpleafed  with  our  having 
any  other  god. 

1.  He  is  difpleafed  with  grofs  idolatry.  He  fliews 
his  fpecial  wrath  in  this  life  againfl  idolaters,  as  a- 
gainft  the  Ifraelites  for  worfhipping  the  golden  calf, 
and  againft  the  ten  tribes  for  their  idolatry  at  Dan 
and  Bethel.  So  old  Babylon  was,  and  new  Babylon 
will  be  deftroyed.  All  idolaters  will  be  punifhed  in 
the  other  life.  Rev.  xxi.  8. 

Let  us  then  (hew  our  difpleafure  againft,  and  re- 
Polve  in  the  Lord's  ftrength  to  oppofe  the  fpreading 
af  idolatry,  chufing  rather  to  fufFer  than  fin. 

2.  He  is  difpleafed  with  the  idols  which  men  fet 
up  in  their  hearts.  He  fliews  this  difpleafare  fcveral 
Strays* 

(i.)  Sometimes  the  Lord  in  the  fury  of  his  jealoufy 
liovels  the  idol  out  of  the  way,  as  he  did  in  the  caie 
rf  Micah^s  idol,  Judg.  xviii.  24. 

(2.)  Sometimes  he  reduces  the  man  to  a  neceffity 
Df  parting  either  with  his  idol  or  his  profeflion. 

(3.)  Oft-times  the  Lord  makes  the  idol  mens  plague 
ind  punifliment. 

(j\.)  Lajlly^  Of':- times  there  is  a  rub  by  a  torrent  of 


your  guuc  in  cue  oreacn  oi  mis  coinmana. 
what  great  need  ye  luve  to  reform ;  aiid  i 
ye  ftand  in  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  rcmoi 
guilt,  and  of  his  Spirit  for  cleanfiag  your  h 
fubduing  your  iniquities. 

Of  the  fecond  Commandment. 

Exodus  xx.  4.  5.  6. 
Thou  Jhall  not  make  tinlo  thee  any  gravtn  ima 
Ukenefs  of  any  th'ingy  that  is  in  heaven  aboi 
is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  Wi 
the  earth.  Thou  Jhalt  not  bow  down  thyfil 
nor  ferve  them  :  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am 
God,  vljiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon 
dren  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
hate  me  j  and  jhewing  mercy  unto  thotifand 
that  love  we,  and  keep  my  commandments, 

^"W^  H  E  fecond  command  comes  now  to  be 
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jr),  though  the  apollle  exprefles  it  th  otie  Word, 
boujiaii  mt  covets  And  indeed  they  have  reafon  to 
'de  it }  for  if  they  ihould  let  it  come  to  the  light,  it 
ouid  open  thenayftery  of  their  in iq\iity  among  their 
iinded  people^  and  fpoil  the  moft  part  of  their  devo- 
ons,  whereof  idols  and  images  ^kave  the  largeft 
iare« 

As  the  firft  command  fixeth  the  objeft  of  worfhip, 
»  this  fixes  the  means  and  way  of  worfhip.  The 
ope  of  it  is  to  bind  us  to  the  external  worfhip  of 
od,  and  that  in  the  way  that  he  himfelf  has  infti- 
ited)  and  that  we  may  be  fpiritual  in  that  his  wor-^ 
dp.     We  may  take  it  up  in  two  things^ 

I.  The  command  itfelf.  2.  The  reafons  annexed^ 
'he  command  itfelf  we  have,  ver.  4.  and  part  of  ven 
•    I  (hail  firft  con (ider  the  commands 

The  command  is  propofed  negatively;  and  two 
iings  are  here  forbidden  exprefsly- 

Fir/li  The  making  of  images  for  religious  ufc 
nd  fervice.  Lev.  xxvi-  i*  And  that  it  is  thus  meant, 
nd  not  of  civil  or  political  images,  is  plain  from  this, 
hat  it  is  a  command  of  the  fint  table,  and  fo  relates 
D  divine  worlhip.  And  our  God  is  very  particular 
tx  this  point. 

I.  Graven  images  are  forbidden  particularly,  that 
I,  images  cut  or  carved  in  wood,  ftone,  or  the  fike, 
ailed  Jiatues*  Thefe  are  particularly  exprcfled,  not 
nly  becaufe  they  were  the  chief  among  idolaters,  but 
ccaufe  they  do  fo  livelily  reprefent  men,  beafts,  &€4 
:j  all  their  parts  and  members,  that  nothing  feert>s 
r)  be  wanting  in  them  but  life ;  and  fo  people  are 
loft  ready  to  be  deceived  by  them-  But  that  wo 
1  y  lee  it  is  not  thefe  only  that  are  abominable  to  our 
.od, 

2..  Every  fimilitude  whatfoever  for  religious  ufe 
nd  lervi<:e  is  forbidden,  whether  it  be  done  by 
afting  in  a  mould,  paintings  weaving,  or  made  any* 
ray  whatfoever,  though  it  be  merely. by  the  ipiagina- 
ou,.^nd  not  by  the  hand  >.for  the  v/ordsarciiaiverC^^. 

Vol.  11.  ''3d  ^ 


aogcls,  and  faints,  /'.  e.  the  fpirits  of  juft 
perfect,  all  inviiib]e ;  fo  that  it  is  impier 
madnefs,  ta  frame  images  of  tbem. 

2dly,  No  graven  image  or  likenefs  of  any 
is  in  the  earch  beneath  is  to  be  made  for  re 
vice,  whether  they  be  on  the  furface,  or  in 
of  the  earth.  How  in  the  earth  ate  m 
trees,  plants,  the  dead  bodies  of  men,  <5r*c. 
nefs  of  thefe  is  to  be  made  for  religious  wc 

^diy,  Nu  graven  image  or  likenels  of  any 
is  in  the  water  under  the  earih  is  to  be  ma 
thefe  are  £fhes  whacfoever  the  rivers  and  U 
duce.  But  no  likenefs  of  thefe  is  to  be  ms 
ligious  fcrvice. 

But  why  lb  particiilar  ?  This  is  defcrvedl] 
when  the  firll  command  and  moft  of  the  re 
very  few  words.  Jnf.  i.  Becaufe  the  worfl 
commanded  here  is  not  fo  much  natural 
Jirll  command,  but  intlituted  ;  and  fo  oat 
can  be  of  lefs  fervice  than  in  the  firft  :  for  I 
light  of  mature  teacheth  that  God  is  to  be  « 
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dp  of  the  nations,  but  of  any  nation  falling  in  wich 
leirs  never,  Jer.  ii.  ii.  And  fo  is  it  at  this  day  a- 
lOng  the  Papifts,  yea  and  other  churches,  as  the 
hurch  of  England,  and  the  Greek  churches  j  and 
lerc  arc  few  Proteftant  churches,  where  tbefc  ordi* 
ances  are  not  changed  in  greater  or  leffer  meafure. 

3.'  There  is  a  peculiar  bias  in  corrupt  nature  to 
lolatry.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  d^fire  to  fee  what 
ley  worfhip,  Rom,  i.  23.  Exod,  xxxii.  i,  and  to 
ave  a  pompous  worfhip.  There  is  a  natural  weak* 
efs  in  the  corrupt  minds  of  men,  whereby  they  arc 
ifily  imprefled  by  idols  and  images  for  religious  fer- 
ice,  ready  to  fancy  fomething  oF.divinity  in  them, 

4.  There  is  a  peculiar  hellifh  zeal  that  accompanies 
lolatry,  to  multiply  gods,  and  to  be  mod  keen  in 
be  worfhip  of  them,  iikeas  it  is  feen  in  corporal  a- 
ultery  in  thofe  who  have  once  proftituted  their  ho- 
our,  Jer.  1.  38.  If  you  alk  what  can  put  Papifts, 
cing  men  and  not  devils,  on  thofe  horrid  praftices, 
f  which  we  fpake  on  the  farO:  day  ^  ?  I  anfwer,  Th?ir 
lolatrous  religion  infpires  theip  with  that  hellifh  fq- 

♦.Tbi3  part  of  the  fubjeft  was  deliverej  Feb.  ai.  and  the 
ifcourfe  here  rpfeyred  to  was  prea<:hed  on  occafion  of  a  con- 
regational  fad,  on  the  17th,  17149  being  the  lafl  year  of 
^een  Anne's  reign.  Jt  is  well  known,  that  ptets  were  then 
{irrying  on  by  Papifts,  Jacobites^  and  ipalignants,  no?  with- 
tit  countenance  f?*om  the  then  Tory  miniftry^  to  hiing  a  Pq* 
ifl^  pretender  to  the  throne  on  the  demife  of  that  much-abiw 
ed  princefs,  in  place  of  the  late  King  George  I.  up.oa  whom 
he  crown  had  been  entailed  by  aft  ot  parliament,  as  the  ftear- 
ft  Proteftant  heir ;  tUa^  great  numbers  of  trafficking  priefts 
tad  Jeftjtits  flocked  into  this  kingdoo^ ;  tl^at  Fopifh  meetings 
vcre  held  more  openly  than  formerly;  that  Prefliyterian  mi- 
lifters  were  infulted  in  fevcral  places,  and  thrcatenings  of  ven-v 
Jcance  uttered  to  be  infiifted  on  firm  nn4  ftanch  Prorcft^nts. 
At  this  dangerous  feafoi^  Mr  Bostov»  with  that  freedom 
ind  boldnefii  that  beca.me  a  tiue  patiiot  and  an  ambaft^^dor  of 
'he  King  of  kings,  was  not  filcnt,  but  faithfully  teftified  againf^ 
^hc  abominations  and  cruelties  of  Papifts,  and  the  madneft 
lijd  e3(ttraviig:incc  of  Jaqobiies  and  malign^nts^  in  th^  AfQiQ% 

s  a  % 
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ry,  1  Kinf^s  xviii.  28.  Pfal.  cvi.  35.  -^-j.  38.  So  dan 
it  on  multiplying  of  them  ;  for  this  particularity  (hews 
that  almoil  from  every  part  of  the  univerfe  the  Ha- 
thens  fetched  their  idols.  And  as  the  Heathens  had, 
To  the  Papiflii  have  their  idols  and  images  of  things  ia 
heaven,  of  God,  angels,  faints,  and  want  not  their 
queen  of  heaven,  as  well  as  the  Pagans  had.  Tht 
earth  furniflies  them  with  an  image  of  the  crofs,  and 
with  relics  and  images  of  the  dead*     Hemarkable  it 

mcniiuneil  difcouiC',  and  others   preached  ia  thofe  pcrilou 

Aa  the  difcpurfc  rcffrred  to  was  firafonablc  at  that  tint, 
fp  it  appears  to  be  equally  fo  at  ihjs  dajj  when  Popery  ii"i- 
«lcnily  on  the  increale  in  many  places  ot  this  kingdom,  Edin- 
burgh no[  excepted,  wbertin  there  arp  faid  to  be  three  nume- 
rous Popifh  meeting!,  and  endcavoiM*»  are  uftd  by  wriiin^i 
and  fpeechcs  to  reprtfen[  Popery  in  alight  quite  diBtrentfnun 
Vhm  it  really  is,  thereby  to  beguile  unwary  and  unliable  foulu 
and  not  only  P^pilVs,  but  many  infatuated  and  pretended  Pro- 
tcft.inis,  not  Epilcop^iians  onj^,  but  romc  who  pretend  to  b{ 
Prefbyterijus,  arc  as  henriy  and  vrarm  in  the  caule  of  aPopiti* 
pretender  as  they  were  in  any  former  period,  and  who,  if  ihtir 
jiower  were  equal  to  their  willicj  and  deligns,  would  fooo 
Involve  the  nation  in  blcod,  and  all  the  horrors  of  td'il 
war.  ThtTe  confidcraiionf  have  dererm'ned  the  preparer  of 
this  work  for  the  prels,  to  give  the  difcotiric  entire,  u  it 
niay  be  ufeful,  ihrf^ugh  the  divine  blcffing,  for  preferring  peo- 
ple from  the  abcminaiions  of  Popery,  and  the  fnares  of  Jan- 
bites  and  malignants,  thole  declared  enemies  to  the  religioa  init 
laws  of  their  country,  who  alas!  are  flill  very  numerOM 
amongfl  us,  notwiihllanding  the  Lord  has  fignally  leftified  bit 
tliipleafure  of  iheir  unhappy  caufc,  on  two  former  ocCJ- 
iions,  which  wi]l  he  ever  remembered  with  gratitude  bf»ll 
true  Piotellants,  and  hearty  friends  to  the  illullrious  houleof 
jLinover,  which  God  in  mercy  lo  thefe  kingdoms  has  miftd 
.nnd  maintained  on  the  throne,  and  made  the  guardiani  of 
our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties.  And  it  will  be  the  heini' 
prayer  of  all  who  frar  God,  and  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  iheiBr 
valuable  liberties  wc  enjoy  under  oiir  happy  conftitutiori,  Qk- 
liver  not  the  f-"^  °f  *h  turtU-dove  unto  'the  multitui^lk 
-ukkci,  p:irtieula"ly  the  Aniichriflian  bcaft,  and  bis  tool  a  Fo- 
piUi  pieuaJcr  and  bis  abct;ors. 
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t  which  the  author  of  the  apocryphal  book  of  Wifr 
n,  vhifih  to  the  Papifis  is  caaonical  fcripture^ 

:  Chuivh's  Prayer  againft  the  Antichriftis^n  Beaft  and  her 
other  fioemicsy  explained  and  enforced. 

ermpa  preached  on  9  congregational  faft-day  at  ^ttrick^ 

Feb.  17.  1714. 

Fs  AL  M  lxx}v.  19. 

illver  not  t be  foul  of  thy  turtle-dove  unto  the  mukitudt  of 

the  wicked, 

"^  H 1 3  text  rcprcfcnts  tp  us  the  cafc  of  Britain  and  Ircir 
land  at  this  day,  (which  like  Rebekah  have  two  parties 
ggling  within  them),  and  thereupon  an  application  made 
he  Lord  abopt  ir.  In  fhc  words  confider, 
.  The  -ftruggling  parties  :  thefp  are  Zion  and  Babylon ; 
ch  never  cpqld  ^nd  never  will  agree.  The  Chaldean  Ba- 
)n  and  the  Jewifh  Zion  are  (he  parties  here  immediately 
nted  at :  for  it  is  plain  that  this  pfalm  was  compofed  on  the 
entable  occafion  of  the  Babylonians  over-running  Judea, 
i  defiroying  J^vw^alepi  and  the  teipple-  The  flhrillian  Zi* 
and  the  Antichriflian  Babylon  are  the  parties  now  on  the 
J,  the  former  beiqg  both  gone  ;  and  (q  the  te^t  may  be, 
lOUt  ftretchipg,  applifsd  to  them.  The  one  party  is, 
I.)  The  turtle ;  i.  e.  the  church.  She  is  compared  to  the 
;le-cJovc  for  her  fidelity  to,  Qod.  The  turtle  is  a  creature 
admjred  cbal^ity,  has  but  one  mate,  and  cleaves  clofcly  to 
tj  and  will  take  no  other.  Sq  the  true  church  of  Qod  pre- 
^C8  her  chaftjty,  worihipping  none  but  the  true  Gc;d.  Bu^ 
a  bird  that  ofri^n  becomes  a  prey,  as  being  harmlefs  and 
k.  Only  it  is  pleaded  oi>  her  behalf/  that  £he  is  Cod's 
U.     On  the  other  hand  is, 

t.)  The  multitude.  This  is  the  Babylonians,  yer.  7.  Ac^ 
»trous  cruel  people  whp  of  old  were  fp  hcs|vy  on  the  church 
»od.  But  among  the  multitude  were  others,  nearer  neigh- 
's   to  the  Jews,  particularly  the  Edomit^s,   who  jo'ning 

the  Eabyloi^ian  army,  were  Jijcc  fi  ebrapds  among  thcn^ 
Mr  them  on  to  do  mifchief,  Ob.id.  11.  Pf.d   cxxxvii.  7, 

js  the  cafe  of  lhi$  church  with  Papifts,  the  brats  of  Ba-. 
Q,  with  whom  join  iflue  our  malignants  ;  not  confidering^ 
t^ftcr  they  hays  helped  ^abylpn  to  4^ftroy  u^  they  will  f^H 
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chap.  xiv.   15.  gives  as  the  original  of  idolatry,  M 
wit,  Tbat  a  father,  in  bitternels  for  fais  fon's  death, 

ftn  them  next ;  as  Edom  was  deflroyed    by  Ncbuchadneinf 
ibtne  time  after  the  dcftruflion  of  Jenifilcin. 

The  word  rendcr«d  multitude  in  Hebrew  fignifies /Af  wi/ 
fart>?,  that  lives  upon  other  beafts,  fuch  as  lions,  wolves,  hu; 
and  fo  it  may  be  read.  And  fo  it  [wints  at  two  qualitiw  i 
Babylonian  enemies.  (1.)  Their  idolatry,  being  defigned  1 
wild  bead,  in  oppofiiion  to  the  chartc  turtle.  Such  arc  oat 
jiew  as  the  old  Babylonians  were.  They  are  no  more  (he 
fpoufe  of  Chrill,  but  the  great  whol-e,  that  is  mad  on  iddls, 
and  muUiiudes  of  them ;  and  cannot  be  at  cafe  with  thofstha 
will  not  dtink  of  the  wine  of  their  fornication,  (2.)  Thtir 
horrid  cruelty;  for  having  diverted  God  of  his  divine  gim. 
and  given  it  to  others,  they  arc  divefted  thcmfelves  of  ham- 
nity,  and  rage  like  wild  hearts,  when  they  caq  get  their  prtf, 
devouring  their  fellow-creatures, 

1.  The  party  holding  the  balance  betwixt  the  flruggliogiw 
tft»  t  that  is,  God  himfelf,  to  whom  application  is  here  nudb 
Babylon  has  not  all  at  will;  Zion's  God  has  the  balance  of 
power  in  his  own  h^nd,  und  can  call  the  feales  v.-lutwaylK 
pleafeth,  and  give  up  or  prcfcrvc  the  turtle  as  he  fee 
meet. 

3,  The  addrcfs  made  to  tlie  great  Arbitrator  on  the  tncilA 
behalf,  which  is  our  woik  this  day,  0  deliver  nottke^'^ 
thy  ttirlli-d'jve  unto  the  ■wild  hi^Ji.  i)o  not  give  up  the  turtle} 
flie  will  find  no  mercy  from  the  multitude,  ihe  wild  b«t 
They  are  not  content  with  the  m'fchief  they  have  done  toiiK 
lurde;  nothing  Icfs  will  fatisfy  ihem  thanher  life,  hcrfouL  TK 
wild  heart  is  gaping  for  her,  not  to  pluck  off"  her  feathers,  ui 
fend  her  away  wounded,  but  to  fwallow  her  up  quite,  lodft- 
ftroy  her  root  and  branch;  for  behold  the  plot,  vcr,  S:  S^ 
71s  defirt'V  them  tt^gfther.  Bqt,  Lord,  do  not  give  her  up  W 
them.  It  is  a  mo(l  fervent  itddrefs,  intimated  by  two  wordi 
in  one  in  ?Icbrew.  We  may  take  up  the  import  of  the  woBb 
jn  four  pntncs. 

I.  The  church  may  he  in  hazard  of  falling  a  prey  to  hcrft 
nemies,  ns  a  pior  turtle  to  be  (wallowed  up  by  a  devonriif 
hcnft.  The  tinirch's  lot  has  been  in  all  nges  like  Paul's,  ■ 
^g^ht  wilh  -wiUl  heafti  ;  and  Hie  may  well  f^y,  If  it  hadnathm 
the  Lo'd  ivh  was  en  cur  fide  ,-  if  it  had  not  been  ike  LorJvM 
tuas  en  o»r  fide,  -when  men  rife  up  ogmnft  its  j  then  tieykt 
fwaHivicd  us   vp  q::icl;,  uh:n    tleir  i/jralh  v^as  kindled  agiilf 
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made  an  image  of  his  dead  Ton,  and  firft  honoured 
him  as  a  dead  man,  at  length  as  a  god,  &c.  And  as 
the  Pagans  had  their  gods  to  be  applied  to  by  perfons 

f/j,  Pfal.  cxxiv.  I. '2.  3.  God's  enemies,  feeing  they  are  not 
good  men,  the  fcripture  accounts  them  beafts,  Chrift  was  at- 
tacked by  bulls  and  lions,  Pfal.  xxii.  12.  13. ;  for  when  men 
Cum  perfecutors,  they  fet  up  themfelves  againft  the  Deity,  and 
ivithal  lay  afide  all  humanity.  There  are  five  beads  which 
God's  turtle  has  been  fpecially  in  hazard  to  be  fwallowed  up 

1.  The  Egyptian  bcaft,  the  great  dragon^'  Ezek.  xxix.  3* 
This  was  a  cruel  bead  that  made  the  Lord's  people  groan  long 
vnder  the  greateft  bondage.  A  bloody  bead  ;  fee  the  bloody 
cdift,  Exod.  i.  16.  fVhen  ye  do  the  office  of  a  viidwife  to  the 
'Hebrew  women,  faid  Pharaoh  to  the  midwives,  and  fit  them 
wipon  the  Jiools  ;  if  it  be  a  fon^  then  ye  Jball  kill  him.  It  had 
near  fwallowed  them  up,  Exod.  xv.  9.  The  enemy  faid^  1  will 
pnrfuCy  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide  the  fpoil :  my  lujl  Jhall  ha 
Jatisfied  upon  them,  I  will  draw  my  /word,  my  hand  Jhall  de- 
firoy  them.  See  how  the  turtle  groans  to  the  Lord  againft  this 
beaft,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  30.  Rebuke  the  company  of  fpearmen,  Hcb. 
the  heafi  of  the  reeds.  And  the  people  of  God  comfort  thcm- 
Telves  under  their  danger  in  the  text  by  the  end  of  the  Egyp- 
tian beaft,  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  13.  14.  Thou  didft  .divide  the  fea  by 
thy  ftrength  :  thou  brakeji  the  heads  of  the  dragon  in  the  waters. 
^bou  brakejl  the  heads  of  leviathan  in  pieces y  and  gaveft  him  to 
'be  meat  to  the  people  inhabiting  the  wilder nejs. 

2.  The  Babylonian  beaft,  the  lion,  Dan.  vii.  4.  Jcr.  xlix.  10. 
Dreadful  was  the  havock  this  beaft  made  on  them ;  it  burnt 
the  temple  tind  the  fynagogues,  filled  the  land  with  blood, 
fpared  neither  men,  women,  nor  children.  See  the  whole 
book  of  Lamentations.  And  the  text  lets  you  fee  how  they 
vcre  well  nigh  being  fwallowed  up  by  him.  Yet  God  broke 
out  the  teeth  of  that  fierce  lion. 

3.  The  Perfian  beaft,  the  bear,  a  bloody  beaft.  Dm.  vii.  j. 
This  though  it  hy  quiet  for  a  while,  yet  hindered  the  build- 
ing of  the  temple  and  the  city  a  long  time,  and  kept  the 
church  fore  at  under.     But  under  this  beaft  a  bloody  muflacrc 
was  fet  on  foot,  Efth.  iii.     The  confpirators  have  their  fre- 

•quent  meetings,  ver.  7.  the  court  is  friendly  to  them,  and  the 
bloody  day  is  fet,  ver.  12.  13.  and  all  becaufe  Mordccai  would 
not  bow  to  Haman  an  Amalekite,  one  oi  thofc  againft  whom 
the  Lord  had  fwojrn  he  would  have  war  for  cvei*.    How  near 
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of   fevcral  callings,    Gountries,    difeafes,  &c.  h  the 
Papifts  arc  well  nigh  even  with  them  iq  that.   Tlie 

Was  the  church  then  to  be  fwallowcd  up  ?    But  God  brote  tke 
plot,  and  ruineJ  ib.it  beaft  100. 

4.  The  Grecian  bcift,  ihe  leopard,  Dan.  vii.  6.  This  btift 
had  altnoli  Iwailjwcd  up  the  church  under  Anciochus  Epipln- 
DCS,  who  laifcd  r  mr.it  dreadful  perfecution  againl\  die  ]e«, 
polluted  the  tsmple,  forbide  the  piiblic  woffJiip  of  God,  ui 
fu.  up  in  the  temple  the  iinnqe  of  the  Heathen  Jupii'er,  ud 
cruelly  murdered  many  that  would  not  cotnpiy  wiib  idolai7( 
Dan.  xi,  ^1. — 34.     Yet  they  furvived  that  be.ilh 

5.  The  Roman  bcaft,  which  is  aamclcfs,  Dan.  vii.  7.  Tii 
fcnpture  fj>caks  of  iwoRjiuan  bcaJls,  that  were  b  )th  hci^jw 
the  church, 

tft.  The  great  red  dragon.  Rev.  x!i.  3,  that  is,  the  Baoih 
empire  he.tded  by  the  Pagan  emperors,  whonn  the  d  vil  ft  Hii 
Up  to  perfccuie  the  church  for  the  iJrft  three  hundred  ywii 
Horrible  was  the  bavock  of  Chrifhans  made  under  ten  perfcl 
cuting  Pagan  cinpciors.  So  thai  it  is  reckoned  there  were  1) 
jriiiny  Cbriftians  flain  under  them  as  that,  if  ye  would  fopjw't 
thciii  at  this  butchering  woik  tor  one  year,  there  woulJ  1« 
iive  ibnulnnd  martyrs  for  every  d^y  of  that  year, 

zdiy.  The  beali:  with  the  name  of  blafphemy,  Rev.  ii^.  r. 
that  is,  the  Roman  Chrillian  or  rather  Antichriftian  emptfl 
headed  by  the  Pope,  the  Poitilh  kingdom,  whereof  the  flff 
is  ihe  head.  All  the  reft  are  gone.  This  is  the  only  reililih' 
iog  belli  that  is  threatening,  at  this  day,  the  fwallowing 
the  church  in  thefe  lands.  But  this  beafl,  the  Aneichi 
kingdom,  is  the  common  fink  of  all  the  evil  qualities 
other  bentts,  Rev.  xiji.  3.  and  has  outdone  them  all.  SotiA 
eight  hundred  ibouliind  are  reckoned  to  have  lolf  theirM 
in  thirty  years  under  this  beaft,  which  has  iafled  tnatiySw 
dieds  of  yeais.  Yet  mulriiudes  in  Britain  and  Ireland  a^'flj 
d.iy  are  doing  what  rhey  can  to  run  us  into  the  paw  ofw 
bear,  the  mooih  of  this  lion  and  dragon.  But  let  us  cij^ 
deliver  not  ibv  turile-dove  unto  this  bealK  We  may  feelfift 
we  are  in  fearful  danger  of  it.     The  fymptoms  of  it  are, 

(i.)  The  frightful  appearance  that  Papirts  and  Popci 
making  now  in  thc^fe  lands.     It  is  known  that  grcji  ntii 
of  Papifts  are  come,  and  are  ftill  coming  irom  abioad':  i5» 
they  are  drawing  togeihtr  in  an  unuiual  manner;  that  il^ 
arc  arming  thcmftWcs,  no  doubt  for  fome  bloody  defi^n, 'Iw 
IocliUs  fpokc  cf,  R(:v.  ix.  3.  ajc  fwarn:ing  in  the  I^ojbltt 
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Pagans  had  their  gods  for  the  feamen,  (hepherds, 
hulbaadmeny  &c.  fo  the  Papills  have  St  Nicholas  for 

known  ia  the  northern  pans :  aad  no  doubt  through  all  cor- 
ners they  are  trafficking,  thDugh  in  difguife.  They  have 
dreadful  fuccefs,  perverting  many,  and  mafs  is  faid  publicly 
and  avowedly  in  feveral  parts.  So  that  thefe  twenty- five  years 
£nce  K.  James  was  on  the  throne,  they  have  never  fo  lifted  up 
their  heads  as  now. 

(2.)  The  juft  fears  there  arc  of  the  pretender's  getting  into 
the  throne,  a  Papifl  bred  up  in  the  maxims  of  Popery  and 
.French  government,  from  whom  nothing  can  be  more  expell- 
ed than  the  ruin  of  the  Proteftant  religion.  To  this  Papid;? 
and  malignant  Jacobites  are  bending  their  united  endeavours  ; 
and  have  (b  far  ripened  their  accurfed  project,  that  they  are 
very  confident  of  Aiccefis. 

(3.)  The  formidable  power  of  France,  from  whence  our 

enemies  have  their  great  encouragement.     That  cruel  tyrant 

;'  is  by  the  late  peace  now  at  more  leifure  to  enflave  us,  and 

-  landing  an  army  for  fetting  the  pretender  on  the  throne,  to 
^  be  a  tool  (in  his  hand)  to  ruin  our  liberties  and  our  holy  re- 
■'•  Ixgion,  as  he  has  done  at  home  with  his  own. 

'■         (4.)  Many  vile  men  are  exalted  to  places  of  power  and  trud, 

enemies  to  the  Proteftant  fuccelfion,  keen  for  the  PopiQi  pre- 

*   tender,  though  they  have   abjured  him,  for  no  greater  end 

-  than    that  they    might  thereby  get    into   places   to   do   him 
fervice  and  further  his  intereft.     What  wonder  then  that  the 

;  .iricked  walk  on  every  fide,  and  that  God's  turtle  be  in  hazard 
r    of  being  fvvallowed  up  by  the  Antichriftian  beaft? 

lit  God  may  juftly  give  up  a  finful  church  and  a  finful  peo- 
:  ,plc  into  the  power  of  the  multitude,  of  this  beafl:.    They  have 
nothing  to  plead  but  free  mercy,  why  they  fliould  not  be  fo 
.  given  up,     0  deliver  not  the  foul  of  thy  turtle-dove  unto  the 
:    nuild  beafl.     What  has  Britain  and  Ireland,  what  has  Scot- 
land to  plead  this  day,  why  they  fhould  not  be  delivered  into 
the  power  of  the  wild  beaft  that  is  gaping  to  fuck  their  bloody 
and  devour  us  ?  We  may  fee  we  deferve  it,  if  we  conlider, 

I.  The  fins  of  the  late  times.  Thefe  nations  wer>  fome 
time  in  a  thriving  condition,  having  proclaimed  war  againft 
the  beaft,  and  married  themfelves  to  the  Lord  in  a  foiemn  co- 
venant for  reformation,  to  caft  oft'  and  out  all  Antichriftian 
corruption  in  doftrine,  worfhip,  difcipline,  and  govern- 
ment, life  and  manners,  to  baniili  the  falfe  prophet  and  the 
uoctean  fpirit  out  of  them.  But  behold,  by  a  hcaven^darin^ 
Vol.  II.  3  P     • 
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the  fcaman,  St  Wendolin  for  the  fhepherd,  Stjofca 
Baptift  for  the^hufbandman,  St  Magdalene  for  the 

wickednefs,  the  fame  generation  in  the  three  kingdoms  public- 
ly renounce  and  break  that  covenant,  and  for  the  greater  fo- 
lemnity  it  is  barnr,  and  of  late  the  afhes  of  it  were  gathered  bj 
authority,  and  thrown  into  the  river  of  the  fiaful  unioa  df 
Scotland  and  England.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  God  is  oov 
rifing  up  to  purfue  for  the  penalry,  according  to  that  thrtit* 
cningy  Lev.  xxvi.  25.  /  will  bring  a  /word  upon  you^  tbJt 
Jball  avenge  the  quarrel  of  my  covenant  ?  This  is  the  headot 
God^s  concroveriy  with  the  nations  ;  this  was  the  inlet  Co  ofker 
abominations:  for  that  being  done,  the  nations  run  back Rh 
wards  Antichrid  agiin.  Scotland  takes  back  the  horns  of  ite 
bcaft,  England  and  Ireland  the  horns  and  the  attire  of  (he 
whore.  Profanenefs  breaks  in  like  a  flood  ;  the  faichftfiait 
perfecuted,  opprefle:dy  and  murdered ;  and  moft  patt  of  iH 
ranks  make  fearful  apoftafyand  defefUon  from  the  ways  of 
truth. 

2.  The  fins  of  the  prefent  times.  We  have  entered  oll^ 
fdves  heirs  to  the  guilt  of  former  times,  by  not  moumiogo- 
ver  the  fame,  l^  a  woful  flitcknefs  in  not  purfuing  of  reform^ 
tion,  and  heartlefTnefs  and  faintnefs  in  the  cauie  of  God.  We 
have  gone  far  to  betray  the  covenanted  work  of  refbn&aiioo } 
;ind  enemies  want  not  ground  to  fay,  that  they  have  botigiic 
the  truth  of  many  in  the  generation,  who  are  not  yet  coavia- 
ced  they  have  fold  it.     If  we  look  to, 

(f.)  A  great  many  ;n  our  land,  we  will  fee  anordioa^ 
monftrous  wicked n?fs,  efpecially,  though  not  only,"  amonj 
the  nobility  and  gentry.  Atheifm  and  Deifm,  I  believe,  have 
made  greater  advances  in  our  day,  than  ever  they  did  fincc 
the  Chrillian  rcligioti  was  known  in  the  world.  All  revealed 
llcliRion  and  the  fcriptures  are  ridiculed  ;  and  they  that  have 
any  fenfc  of  religion  on  their  fpii  its,  are  reckoned  to  have  been 
foundered  in  their  ed\ication.  Hence  loofe  reins  are  giveft 
to  all  manner  cf  profanenefs  and  debauchery.  Whoredom 
and  adultery,  and  filthincfs  not  to  be  named,  have,  made  unor- 
dinai^  advances,  efpecially  fince  the  union  was  fet  on  foot; 
for  having  drank  of  the  cup  of  Englilh  filthinefs,  they  have 
been  made  mad.  IF  for  thele  things  God  have  not  a  facrificc 
of  the  heft  blood  in  Scotland  and  England,  it  will  be  ftrangc. 

(2.)  To  the  body  of  the  land,  we  will  tind  them  either  pro- 
fane drunkards,  fwcarers,  fabbath  breakers,  dillioncll,  or  ig- 
norant, carnal  worluliiigs  that  mind  aottiag  but  ihii  wjrlJ. 
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irhore,  as  the  Pagans  had  Flora.  The  family  and 
:ountry  gods  are  a  prodigious  number,   St  Andrew 

iving  in  ^  woful  negledl  of  all  religion,  from  whofe  heart 
heir  own  cafe  and  that  of  the  church  lies  far  oS;  flighting  the 
>recious  offers  oi:  Chrift,  and  not  bettered  by  all  the  means  of 
[race  which  they  have  been  long  living  under. 

(3.)  To  profeflbrs,  we  will  fee  the  provoc.uion  of  fori?^  and 
laughters  increafcd  to  heaven.  How  have  \\c  left  oa*  -^rft 
pve  I  where  is  the  tendernefs  that  foineiinie  has  fcen  !  A  ^c- 
lerli  deadnefs,  formality,  and  luk^ewarmnefs  hus  feizcd  ihem. 
Carnality  4ind  worldly-mindednefs  lia£  ate  out  the  life  pf  reli* 
ion.  ,A  light,  vain,  and  frothy  ijpiric  has  got  in  among  them, 
ride  and  {elf-conceit  prevail,  ordinances  arc  flighted,  fertnons 
Dd  iacraments  treated  a^  tilings  common  apd  unclean,  and  a 
ciy  divifive  fpirit,  more  frighted  at  the  ilns  of  others  than 
b^eir  own,  has  difhonpured  God,  and  broken  us. 

(4.)  I^ook  where  we  will,  guilt  Aares  us  in  the  face.  Wc 
ave  all  finned.  God  has  a  concroverfy  \vicb  magiftratesa  miK 
ifters,  and  people;  for  we  have  all  gone  hack  fro^i.  the 
lOi  d,  been  unthankful  for,  and  have  oiiferably  mifimproved 
or  ppvilcrges,  and  opportunities  of  advancing  the  llfingdpm 
F  ChriU  >^ithln  .us  and  without.  1;^%  I^et  us  then  conclude. 
lat  God  may  jui'tly  dcjivcr  us  up  unto  the  multitude,  •  thQ 
i^ntichriftian  bead.  , 

III.  If  God  give  up  his  tyrtle  un^o  the  wUd  beaft^  the  miiU 
tude  of  her  enemies,  It  will  be  a  dreadful  upgiving.  When 
rod  l^t  his  people  fall  into  the  Iiands  of  the  pld  v^bjloniaii 
eaft»  terrible  was  their  cafe.  Apd  now  the  Antichridian 
eaft»  to  which  the  malignant  parry  lend  a  helping  hand,  is^ 
oing  to  devQur  us  ;  and  if  Qod  give  u^  up  into  tbeij:  handi, 
:  will  be  a  dreadful  upgiving.  A  ropiih  pretender  mountirg 
xc  throne,  a  French  army  in  our  country,  IQgethj?r  with  ajr 
rnny  of  Britifh  Fapi.ils  and  malignants,  91V1II  needs  be  4 
nought  of  horror  to  v.s*  I(  will  be  a  dr<^adfi4  Vf  giving..  £*qj« 
ieoj  ^       ^  "  _\ 

I.  Religion  is  rvincd.  The  B»bylouian  bcaft  will  make  faci 
rork  pf  our  holy  rcligicn,  2s  Pl'al.  Ixxiv.  4.t-^8.  Ij^ing  Jame|; 
vas  not  \veU  v^aim  i^n  the  thrpne,  tjii  by  hi$  abfulute  power 
vcc  liberty  was  given  to  Pqpi^  idolatry  thcpugb  the  nation^* 
^Ut  what  can  we  expert  in  the  ^afe  before  us,^  but  tl^c  oveifr 
^rning  at  fiid  d;t(h  all  that  we  have  bad  by  (he  i;evolu^n^ 
vca,  afid  the  extirpation  cf  the  uoithcin  hertfy,  as  they  catt^ii^iL 
\Yc  n'ufi  in  t,bat  cafe  by  cur  account  with  the  Sleoc!j()g  Qf  miR. 

3   P   1  \ 
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for  Scotland,  St  George  for  England,  St  Patrick  for 
Ireland,    St  Denys  for  France,    St    James  for  Spun, 

niftcrs,  Clcnt  f;ibbath5,  and  clofed  church-doon,  till  tbey  In 
opened  again  for  the  mafs,  or  at  Icaft  foi"  the  £nglilh  fertitt; 
whicb  yet  will  be  but  ao  espedVent  for  a  lime  ta  prepare  u 
for  Popery. 

2,  Liberty  and  property  is  ruined.  Wc  muft  layoura- 
count  with  French  goveinnient.  Our  all  muft  be  attheitif- 
pot';d  of  our  arbitrary  prince,  whofe  will  muft  be  our  U»,  » 
ul'e  us  and  what  is  ours  according  to  his  pleafure,  'Weiffltft 
no  longer  loot  for  ihe  liberty  of  free-born  fubjcfls,  buimifi 
be  conient  to  be  flavcs;  and  our  \x^%  may  be  burui,  fetiil 
law  then  muft  be  locked  up  in  the  brcaft  of  the  prince.  W 
the  doctrine  of  paffivc  obedience  and  noD-refiftance,  ibat  Oi 
flaving  notion,    muft  be  quietly  leirned, 

3.  Ourlelves  and  our  familie*  ire  ruined  in  our  ftmij  an* 
bodies,  or  both.  We  muft  lay  our  account  to  feel  the  !b4 
of  the  Babylonian  beaft,  to  fwim  in  bloot!  to  glut  theJcwIa- 
coluuf  ed  whore,  already  drunk  with  the  blood  of  ibc  Iwl 
The  Papifts  arc  a  bloody  generatidn,  and  we  .Tiay  Mpefl.B 
fee  our  land  filled  with  blood  and  deTolation,  if  ibe  LDl>)ll^ 
liver  us  into  the  hand  of  the  wild  bead,  l_,tt  usliiokaboK 
us,  and  take  notice  of  tbeir  cnjekics  cxerclfed  opoa  de 
churches  of  ChiKf,  to  awaken  us  to  a  fenfe  of  our  dap 
from  that  bloody  generation. 

In  the  valley  of  Piedmont  Ihey  raifed  a  moft  barbarrtitp*- 
fecutiou  ag.iinft  ihe  church,  where  fimple  death  woMidiK 
been  a  greut  kindneTsi  But  fomewere  fliiyed  alive,  afMl>Mt 
buried  ali«e  ;  the  mouths  of  fome  were  iilled  with  gon^O^ 
dcr,  and  then  fired.  They  beat  out  the  brains  of  U* 
tlicn  friid  and  eat  them.  They  ript  up  women,  trsfd't^ 
on  fpits,  roafted  them,  and  ate  their  breafts,  Mniddw' 
carried  by  the  foldiers  with  fpits  ftuck  up  through  theKi;  'fc 
fants  weie  taken  out  of  their  cradlesj  and  torn  to  piece!.*! 
am  not  fpeaking,  my  brethren,  of  devils,  but  of  Paptfts.-  ' 

In  Calabria  they  drave  them  otit  of  their  houfet  tii--4t 
woods  flud  mountiiins.  The  aged  and  children  thatcontdnoc 
flee,  they  murdered  by  the  way,  purfuing  the  reft  like 
btafts.  Thofe  that  could  recover  the  mountains,  bcinjr*! 
the  top  of  rotkfi,  befoughr  their  enemies  10  let  them  bi«  <■ 
o'F  the  counli-y,  and  ihey  would  leave  ihem  their  towns  »J 
tll^itts.  Tut  ihe  barbarian  Pspiils  would  not  heaiken,(t> 
jtiJl  crifd,  ICill,  till.     Ei^h'y  had  ijieir  ihfoau  (ut^ 


^/ 


^•' 


Of  the  fecond  Commandment.  485 

t^r.     And  that  god-making  power  that  is  in  the  Pope 
f  and  his  cardinals  to  canonize  any  deceafed    perfon 

-  they  were  quartereil)  and  fet  upon  ftakes  all  along  the  way  for 
^  the  fpacc  of  thirty  miles. 

^        In  the  valley  of  Loyfc  all  the  inhabitants,  being  about  thirty 

thoufand,  fled,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Papifts,  to  the  clifts 

^  and  caves  of  the  rocks  and  mountains,  whither  their  enemies 

.  purfued  them,'  and  fet  on  Are  great  quantities  of  wood  at  the 

^  mouth  of  the  caves ;  fome  were  forced  to  leap  out^  and  were 

_..  broken -to  pieces  falling  over  the  precipice;   the   rtll  were 

ftifled,  among  whom  were  found  four  hundred  infants. 

In  the  mafiacre  of  Ireland  there  periihed  above  1 50,000, 
1  Ibme  fay,  1 54,000  Proteftanis,  in  a  few  months,  men,  women, 
L;  and  childi'en.  Some  they  buried  alive,  with  their  heads  a- 
"^  bove  the  ground.  Oihers  they  ripped  up,  tied  the  end  of 
^  their  guts  to  trees,  and  forced  them  round  about  till  their  guts 
;  ivere  fo  drawn  out  of  bodies.  Infants  were  held  up  on 
J'  their  fwords  and  daggers  to  fprawl  there.  Children  were 
;'  foiced  to  murdtr  their  parents,  women  to  hang  their  own 
"^  bufbands,  and  mothers  to  drown  their  own  children ;  and 
.  "when  they  had  fo  far  fatisfied  the  bloody  beafts,  they  were 
'  .  piurdered  themfeivcs.  The  pofterity  of  thefe  murderers  flill 
'■  fubfift^  and  may  be  got  over,  if  an  occaiion  offer  here. 
^  But  if  ye  will  believe  our  Jacobites,  the  French  are  a  more 
^  civil  fort  of  Papifts.  O  horrible  civility  !  Are  not  the  galleys 
a  civil  fort  of  buiinefs,  the  breaking  on  the  wheel,  and  the 
^  dcagooning^  all  uied  by  this  prefeni  tyrant?  Can  we  reflect 
^'  ivithout  horror  on  their  blowing  up  men  and  women  with  bel- 
'^  lows  till  they  be  ready  to  burft,  pulling  oft' the  nails  of  fingers 
^  .  and  toes,  fticking  them  with  pins  from  head  to  foot,  ^c.  beat- 
^  rjng  twelve  drums  about  the  beds  of  the  fick,  eSrc.  till  they 
'.  •■  ihould  change  their  religion  ?  It  is  not  many  years  fince  a 
'  .company  of  thefe  poor  people  being  met  in  a  barn,  the  barn 
'*  "was  befet  by  foldiers,  and  fet  on  fire  \  and  when  any  put  out 
;  fi  hand  to  efcape,  the  foldiers  were  ready  to  cpt  it  oft^  till  they 
'    were  confumed. 

^        In'  the  Netherlands  i8,CQ0  were  difpatched.     The  laws  of 

.the  inquifiijon  there  were,  that  if  they  recanted,  women  were 

*    to  be  buried  alive,  and  men  killed  with  the  fword.     If  they 

would  not  recant,  they  weiC  to  be  burnt,*  So  that  denying' 

"     the  faith  will  not  always  do  with  them.     So  in  Ireland  they 

inurdercd  them  after  they  had  got  them  to  abjure. 

What  llioyld  I  fpeak  of  their  crueUics  ?  Death  is  terrible  j  hut% 
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they  think  worthy,  may  fill  the  world  wkb  t!ian< 
Gods  they  have  almoll  for  eveiy  diieafc.  'What 
woDdcr  tKcD  thit  th£  commaod  is  lo  particular? 

a  fimptc  death  will  oot  5t!>'fy  them,  but  barbarous  cmellf,  ju 
20(1  villanics  worfe  than  dc^th,  a^  binding  hu{baB<ls  anti  uthcfi 
lo  lx(t-pp(li  till  'bey  abtifed  their  wives  and  (laughiers  bcfdrt 
t^c»n,  which  was  done  in  the  dragooning  under  this  preftat 
tyrjnt  '\a  Friace,  and  ia  ihc  m^facrc  io  Ireland.  New,  upoi 
all  thi«  let  lue  notice  a  fourfold  iofatuatioo. 

I.  Arc  not  thufe  inf^iuated,  wliu  being  ProteClants  arc  Kit 
bringing  a  Popilh  pretender  to  the  throne,  or  aic  iodiffctca 
about  it  ?  Will  the  laws  biud  htm,  and  lecure  us  \  But  hat!  mi 
ihe  Froic^Idnis  in  France  fuch  afecuriiy,  wheji  thirty  thoufiDi 
of  ibcm  were  maA'icred  in  thirty  dAyj  ?  and  ibc  proteftanti  ia 
Ireland  coo.  Will  we  bind  him  with  terms  ?  Had  iiQE  i^ 
Kuliuilc  men  Queen  Mary's  promife  eFC  flie  came  lo  ik 
throne  ?  H:id  not  the  church  of  ScoiUnd  King  Charles  ll.h 
(bleron  ti.iib  of  the  covenant?  Will  we  flaitcr  (Joriilvei  i»ii 
hopes  of  his  becoming  Proieflani  \  1$  it  noc  known  tliai.al^^ 
before  bis  pretended  father  came  t,o  the  crown,  lomc  -^tityfi 
to  iroublj  tiir  Inlying  hi;  was  a  P.ipift  ?  Look  to  ihc  fl.i.-,:;>  of 
martyrs  i,i  England  in  Queen  M.iry'sday:,  in  whofe  reign,  aoi 
lier  f.iihei's,  eight  thoLilAnd  were  put  tn  death.  Letusofi 
to  mind  the  crueltv  of  our  own  Qucea  Marv.  and  with  wLlf- 
fatisfjaion  Ihe  beheld  from  the  cilile  of  Edinburgh  the  dei^, 
bodies  of  her  Proteftant  fubjeits  laid  out  by  the  Fiench  paihL 
walls  of  Leith.  '.^        ' 

:.  Is  cot  That  averfitin  to    tho  Hanover,  fucceflion  .an, 
ination,  while  nS  other  wav  landcr  heaven  appears  for 
Icrvaiion  and  that  of  the  Proidijint  religion  ?    Thty  will' 
you,  What  is  Hanover  better  than  a  Papirt,   and  t^  hat  is 
difflrence  betwixt   confubflantiation   and    traafubflandail) 
Papills  and  J.icobites  have  fprcad  ibis.     But  Protcftants  O! 
fo  honour  that  family,  i'eeing  it  w^s  but   the  prefcnt  Dvi;t<< 
dowager's  lather  and  nnjther  that  loll  ihe  kii^gdoni  of  ^Qol , 
miatoi-  the  Proteftant  religion,  with  wbofc  lois  of  that' ]|i(igt 
dqm  the    Proieitant  religion    was  loft   there,    and.  tor  th^. 
many  a  prayer  was  long  put  up  by  the  church  of  ScoiLjoJ  \\ 
pur  forefaihers  days.     And   ibould   we  grudge  Goil'sgii^ 
[hiH  family  a  kingdom,  that  loft  one  fgr  his  caul't  ?    As  \qj  tl|C 
difference    betwixt    confubftaniiation    and    tranfubftanti^iaSn 
there  is  one,  that  the  Luihciaus  do  not  worfhip  the  lacramfU^ 
^s^  ft?'"g  "  ^^as  an  error  in  ^vhjcl)  the  Lord^lcft 
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hajlly^  Becaufe  the  Lord  has  (fo  to  fpeafe)'  a  parti- 
cular zeal  for  his  own  worfhip,  and  again  ft  idoiatiy. 

licnfelF^  the  great  inflniment  of  the  reformation,  it  becomes 
-nen  to  be  more  modeft,  than  to  reckon  one  no  better  than  a 
Papift  on  that  head. 

3.  Ai^  not  out-  prefcnt  divifions  an  infatuation  \  Muft  Pref- 
;>yt6rians  be  worrying  one  another^  while  the  common  enem/ 
s  at  our  doors,  that  wiH  'make  no  difference  betwixt  us  \  Muft 
¥e  be  breaking  with  one  another,  while  we  are  in  fuch  hazard 
o  be  all  broken  together  ?  Are  we  not  all  together  weak  enough 
b^  our  enemies  ?  mud  one  party  fland  at  a  fide  till  they  have 
levoured  another  ?  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate  are  become 
rl^ods,.  The  mafs  and  the  Englifh  fervice  are' contributing 
oint  ende^^vours  to  runi  the  church  of  Scotland.  Papifh  and 
Dailigoiahts  agree  together  againft  us ;  and  fome  of  them  will 
^n  ypXi^  that  they  would  rather  be  Papifls  than  Prefbyterians. 
Sginc  of ,  them  acknowledge  the  church  of  Rome  a  true 
:hurch^  but  not  the  church  of  Scotland.  They  will  have  ug  ' 
0  be  np'miniftersy  becaufe  we  want  Epifcopal  ordination,  and 
^ou  no  Chriflians  becaufe  ye  are  unbaptized  in  their  accpunt« 
IS  not  being  bapirzed  by  miniflers  having  fuch  ordinatiop. 
Aod  ^ec  we  muft  be  breaking  more  and  more  aihong  ourfelvlesi 
Learn  i];pm  the  beafts  in  the  ark  to  lay  by  vour  antipathies, 
r&^^weicc  but  in  hazard  of  drowning  in  a  lea  of  water,  but 
i/e  in'  a  fea  of  blood.  I  am  not  bidding  you  quit  or  deny  any 
trVitli'  lor  peace ;  only  do  not  think  that  it  will  abtblve  you 
From  what  is  required  in  the  £ixth  commandment,  chat  ye  can- 
not get  others  racked  your  lengthy  who  agree  with  you  in  the 
ixiaih.   .' 

4.  Is  not  our  prcfent  fccurity  an  infatuation  ?'Is  it  not  time 
now  fbr  rfeepers  to  awake  ?  is  it  not  time  now  t;o  be  beftirring 
oyrftlvts  in  pur  feveral  ftations  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  religion^ 
am}  t^e  jgetting  ir  felt  in  power  in  our  own  hearts?  For  a  bare 
prb&ffion  will  cxpofe  you, 

IV./Uhlefs  the  Lord  give  up  his  turtle  to  the  multitude,  £^U 
tbcii^  po\Ver  and  force  ihall  not  be  able  to  hurt  her.  However 
wc  arc  befet  with  enemies  this  day,  our  God  muft  give  lis 
tip  erd  they  can  reach  us.  This  is  comfortable.  Therefore 
l.tmc^ay, 

I .  Let  us  make  up  our  peace  with  heaven  :-for  if  God  be 
for  us,  who  Ihiill  be  againft  tis  ?»P  that  the  nations  were  no^ 
fo  wi(c  as  to  repent  and  reform,  and  renew  their  covenant 
with  Gcd.     \Ve  wouU  then  have  gro^ud  to  hope^  tkattti^ 
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Thus  he  purfues  them  out  of  all  their  ftarting-bples. 
He  will  not  allow  them  an  image  of  any  thiog^n  the 
heaven  above,  of  any  thing  under  heaven,  or  in  the 
earth,  or  of  any  thing  in  the  waters  under  the  e^th. 
Where  then  ihali  they  have  them  but  from  bdl, 
where  the  dovil  and  damned  fpirits  are  ?  ./ 

Secondly^  The  worlhipping  of  them  is  forbi^eo. 

1.  The  very  bowing  to  them  is  forbidden,  whether 
it  be  the  bowing  of  the  whole  body,  bowing  the 
knee,  or  bowing  the  head,  and  much  more  profiA- 
ting  ourfelves  before  them,  and  fo  confequei|tlY  un- 
covering  of  the  head.  Men  may  think  it  a  fmall  ,(I]||(e^ 
to  ufe  fuch.a  gellure  before  them,  if  they  do'iiQC 
pray  to  them,  &c. ;  but  our  joalous  God  forbids  ^e 
lowed  degree  of  religious  worfhip  to  them,  aodlbr 
civil  worlhip  they  are  not  capable  of  it,  as  Gen.,  xxiii.  ?• 

2.  The  ferving  of  them.  This  implies  whaffocyp' 
f^rvice  the  true  God  required  of  his  worihi{^ers|  or 

■ . '  ■  ' 

Lord  would  not  give  them  up.  But  if  this  caqnot  be  lu4i  be 
ye  (b  wife  each  of  you  for  yourfelves,  as  to  lay  ydld  on  the 
covenant  and  Mediator  of  peace,  repent  and  reform ;  amd.let 
there  be  no  (landing  controverfy  betwis^t  God  and  yoa^  come 
what  will. 

.  2.  Let  us  pray  much  for  the  church  of  God.  In  the  ^ 
1588,  when  the  SpaniQi  armado  fet  off  to  fink  £ogl^u|d»^ 
^ruin  (he  Proteftant  religion  in  Britain,  great  was  die  Goofter- 
nation  on  the  fpirits  of  Protcilants  then;  but  the):ic.^ 
wrefllers  then  in  Scotland  and  Englarkd,  and  God  armed  jfbe 
winds  and  waves  againil  them,  and  made  that  proud  motizcth 
Tee  that  his  armado  vras  not  invincible.  The  outpouriAg.bf 
the  Spirit  of  prayer  would  do  mo^e  this  day  againft  oiif 'fi^ 
mies,  than  all  the  power  of  France  h  able  to  do  for  theak;' '  -• 

3.  Lajlly^  Let  us  encourage  ourfelyes  in  the  Lord  ;  preplte 
for  the  worH:,'  yet  hope  that  God  will  plead  the  caufe.  thatis 
his  own.  We  have  a  good  caui'e,  and  a  good  God  to  look  to» 
who  keeps  the  balance  in  his  own  hand.  And  we  haye  tbc 
fwbrri  enemy  of  Chrift,  even  Antichrift,  to  oppofe  ;  and  bet- 
ter die  in  Chrift's  caufe  than  live  on  Antichrifl's  fide  ;  for  the 
day  is  haAiog  on  when  the  Roman  beaft  and  its  adherentf  fliali 
get  blood  to  drinlt  for  the  blood  they  have  Ihed,  Rev.  zis  17* 
18,  ip.  20. 
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the  Pagans  gave  to  their  idols.  So  the  fervifig  them 
lies  in  thefe  things,  fetting  them  up  on  high,  carry- 
ing them  in  proceflions^  efefting  temples,  chapels,  al- 
tars to  them,  making  vows  to  them,  praying  to 
tEemV^  offering  incenfe  to  them,  and  dedicating  days 
to  them.     All  which  the  Papifts  do  to  their  idols. 

The  Papifts  will  tell  you,  they  do  not  worfhip  them 
*abfolutely,  but  relatively,  not  ultimately,  but  mediate- 
ly,   thereby  they  beguile  unftable  fouls.     But  the 
bohiqiand  ftrikes  through  all  thefe  fig-leaf  covers,  and 
i  fitysi 'Abfolutely  we  muft  not  worfliip  them,  nor  give 
;   them  the  loweft  degree  of  worfhip,    Thou  Jhalt  not 
:   make  unto  thee  any  graven  image ^  &c. — thou  Jhalt  not  bow 
'i   unto  tbem^  nor  ferve  them* 

But  we  have  not  yet  the  full  meaning  of  the  nega- 

:    tivc  part  of  this  command.     Does  it  only  forbid  the 

:  •  tnakmg  and  worfliipping  of  images  ?    No.    Remember 

.    the  rule,  That  where  one  fort  of  fin  is  expreffed  in  a 

command,  all  others  of  that  kind  are  included.    When 

in  the  feventh  command  adultery  is  forbidden,   all 

manner  of  uncleanipfe-  is  forbidden,  though  one  of 

the  grofiefi:  fort  only  is  named.     So  here,  when  the 

corrupting  of  the  worfliip  of  God  by  images  is  for- 

:  Indden,   all  other  corruptions  whatfoever  of   God's 

■Worfhip  are  included. 

The  matter  of  this  commaind  is  the  worfhip  of  God 

and  his  ordinances;  and  it  fays  to  every  man,  Thoa 

.Ihalt  not  make  any  thing  whereby  thou  wilt  worfliip 

.,  itirod.   And  as  the  ieventh  command  meets  him  that  de- 

.  files  bis  neighbour's  wife,  faying,  Thou  (halt  not  commit 

adultery  ;  io  this  meets  the  church  of  Rome^  and  fays^ 

Thoa  fhalt  not  make  any  graven  image,  6v.     But  as 

the  feventh  favs  alfa  to  the  fornicator.  Thou  ihalt  not 

tommit  tmcleannels ;   fo  this  fays  ahb  to  the  churcli 

of  England,  Thou  Qialt  not  make  crofling  in  hj^mitirn^ 

kneeling,    bowing   to  the  altar^   feftivai   days,    &c. 

And  to  every  fore  of  people,  and  to  every  particular 

perfon  it  f^vs,  Thou  llialt  not  meddle  to  make  any 

Vol.  U.    '  7  O 
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thif^g  of  divine  worfhip  and  ordinances  out  of  tbf 
owiT  head.  .  ■ 

Ail  holy  onlinances  and  parts  of  'worfhip  God  Has 

reffrved  to  himfcif,  the  making  of  them  for  uv£iybg 

With  refped  to  thefe,  Thou  (halt  not  make  themiatfay- 

felf.   Men  are  faid  in  fcripture  to  make  a  thing  tir tbeo- 

fdves,  when  they  make  it  out  of  their  own  head,  witlh 

out  tbe  word  of  God  for  it.     But  when  they  make 

nny.  thing  according  to  God's  word,.  God  is  faid  toido 

it,  Matth.  xix.  6.    If  there  be  not  tbeu  a  diin^o:h«r 

for  what  is  brought  into  the  worfirip  and  drdiiuUuxs 

of  God,  it  is  an  idol  of  mens  making,   a  device  ot 

their  own.     And  fo  Popery,    Prelacy,   ceremblita, 

and  whatfoever  is  without  the  word  brought  in  in 

God's  matters,  is  overturned  at  once  by  tMs^word, 

Thou  flialt  not  make,  be  thou  Pope,  King^,  apsii- 

nwsnt,  minifter,  private  perfon,  fynod  or  couho^'So 

ye  fee  it  is  not  only  the  making  of  images,  buttthe 

worfhipping  and  ferving  them  that  is  forbidden^  ci. 

-    Next,  by  the  fame  rule,  whereas  this  commaDd  far* 

•  bids  notonly  the  making  of  inKigbs,  bi^t  bowing  t6  tlien 

"  and' ferving  them,  though  they ''be  made'by  odsofi 

t:th^t  is  not  all  that  is  included  in  thut,  Thou  ihalt  not 

bow  down  tbyfelf  to  them,  nor  ferve  .them*     Bot-tlle 

Yfieibing  of  it  further  is.  Whatever  any. makd With- 

*'&&t  the  word,  in  the  matter  of  God's  wpr&ip  and 

i^rdinances,  thbu  (halt  not  comply  with  it,  appnxroof 

''ityt)r  ufe  it.     Sx>  that  to  theethey  rnuftjbe.asiifiitlicy 

-^^^efehot  made  at  all,  make  them  who  witl^^undcr 

'Avibatevcr  pretence,  whether  of  decency  or  flridnefc) 

''feeing  God  has  noc  made  them.     To  the  law.dnd^to 

the  teftimony,   be  of  what  party  they  will,  if  ..th^ 

f^eflfk  not  according  to  this  word,  fear  them,  rot  to 

■  comply  with  them  in  what  they  advance  in:'God's 

r^iktU4g,  that  is  ncH  according  thci'cto.    Sommchibr 

tifii?  rH'gative  part  ct  this  command.        .       .  ;•';    '.i 

'^Tfee  poiitive  part  of  it  is  implied,  accordiinigi.  to  die 

rnIejj"That  every  negative  implies  an  affirmative  part* 

it  coaulls  ia  thefe  two  things. 
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T.  Thon  {halt  worflitp  the  Lord,  and  him  ihalt  thou 
ferve,  worihip  him  with  external  woHhip.  Ifais  is  im- 
plied in  that,  Thou  Jhalt  not  bow  down  thyfelf  to  them  nor 

Jerve  them.  This  fays.  But  thou  fhalt  bow  down  to 
me  and  ferve  me.  Even  as  due  benevolcace  betwi:3ct 
married  perfons  is  implied  in  that,  Thou  fhalt  not 
comniit  adultery.  Internal  worihip  is  the  worihip  re- 
quired in  the  firfl:,  external  in  the  fecond /command. 
'1  here  is  a  generation  that  do,  not  worfhip  images,  but 
they  lie  fair  for  it,  if  it  were  once  come  in  fafhion  ;  it 
is.  thoft  that  do  not  worihip  God,  they  do  not  bow 
dowato  him,  not  ferve  him.  They  fay,  God  looks 
to  the  heart,  and  they  hope  and  truft  in  him,- 1  and 
give  their  hearts  to  htm,  though  they  do  not  go  a- 
bout  the  outward  worihip  as  fome  others  do ,^r but 
their  {hearts  are  as  true  with  God  as  theirs  for  all  that. 
Yhefe,  I  fay,  lie  fair  for  worfliipping  images ;  iot-M 
the:devil  were  come,  their  houfe  is  empty,  f>yep^t, 
and  gamiihed*  They  may  worihip  idols, ;  for  itjiV^ 
do  not  worihip  God  in  fecret  or  in  their  famiU^s^f    If 

rt\\t  •  book*pr^yers  of  England,  and  the  idQl^trQ;^^ 
prayerS'Of  Rome  were  come  to  theix:  band,  thevj^h^^ 

.fio  other  worihip  to  be  put  out  for  them,  for  tt^fcy 

\}iaLvejio  othtr^  ,.  a  t^.^rs 

:*  J^What  they  talk/ of  their  hearts  towards  Crod>  UVtF?" 
in  they  join  with  the  Papiils, .  who  put  the  fecfii|d 
cooMnqind  out  of  the  number  of  |fae  ten,    For^t^c 

,;wfarihip  of  God  which  they  flight  on- that  pretences -is 
tbcivecy  worihip  required  m  this  command,    Nqw;  Jet 

,*stcy:  whether  ye  that  will  hojd  with  the  worihip jof 

r>thcr^> heart,   or  this  command  tliat  requires  outward 

/iicidily  woriliip  too,  has  moil  reaibn  oa  yourjide.j;.':, 

•■i/?,''ls  not  God  the  God  of  the  whale  maUj  t-hc^i^- 
dy^is  well  as  the  foul  ?    Chriil  has  redeemed  t4i^  j^p^y 

-  sUsrtpeli  as  the  ibul;:  the  Spirit  dw^^Hs  in  the  bodiea-of 
his  people  as  well  as-  tiieir  fquiSt     The  whol«  miui, 

jifoul  and  body,  is  taken  into  the  covenant^    The  body 

.ihall  be  glorified  in  heaven  as  well  as  the  ibgl,   or 

burn  in  hejl  ^s  \vell  as  the  foul.     Is  it  not  highly  rea-t 
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fonable  then,  tfiat  we  worfhip  Grtd  with  outwanJlw 
dily  worftiip  as  well  as  with  the  inward  worfluf  rf 

the  hem  ?  r  .  :  '         .     .1    ,  ,,.,■  | 

idly,  God  will  not  --nly  be  woHIiipped  by«iB,<itH]t 
glorified  before  men,  Mitrh.  xvi.^4.  ;  Biitoor^i«ai4 
■worlbip  cannot  do  tti^r,  for  that-  is  ^vhat  noQC'iul 
know  bn»  God  and  nur  own  fouls.'  Thcreforcout' 
■ward  worthip  is  necdliry.  if  men  will  be  acconat«i 
God's  fervants,  wliy  will  they  not  take  00  his  budje/ 

3i/{y,  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  niDWli 
fpcakethin  other  cafes,  and  why  Dot  in  this?  ThM- 
polile  fays  grace  in  the  heart  appears  by  the  moutkto 
the  hynour  of  God,  Rotn.  x.  10.  And  thoueh  out 
ward  worihip  may  be  pertomied  where  there  is  Inoin- 
ward  in  the  heart,  yet  if  the  heart  be  a^  temple  Ifl 
God,  ihefmokewiy  rife  np from  the  altar,  anda(:fOF 
"without  in  outward  worftiip.  , .; 

IMfily,  Outward  worilup  is  not  on])r<a<rigiB.'il£tllie 
inward,  btit  it'  is  a-htlp  nnd  furtherance  tn  it.  ^rawr 
is  a  bleffl'd  mean  to  incre.ife  our  love  to  God,  forroff 
for  fin,  fiiith,  hopt.  and  other  parts  nf  heart-wnrfiiip. 
So  the  paitaking  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fuf 
per.  nninher  part  of  external  w<irfl»ip,  in  the  prufine 
neglect  of  v.'liich  ni/iiy  Jive,  is  not  only  a  nieaiiiap- 
pointed,  whereby  we  publicly  profefs  omlelves  o^* 
gcd  to  the  Lord,  but  is  the  mem  to  (irengthenJaiflii 
and  conliini  nur  union  and  comunion  with  himi.'ig 

:.  Thou  fhalt  f;ill  in  with  and  ufe  the  exterEal  I'B? 
fliip  and  oidinaiiccs  whicli  God  hiK  appointed.  ,  Till 
is  imjilied  in  that,  Thou  (lialc  not  make  uatortfia 
any  graven  jntaf;c,  crc.  7  hey  are  made  ;Ure»(r' 
God  ha5  made  them,  and  ye  muil  iife  thole:  tial 
God  has  made,  that  worfhip  and  thofe  oidmaaix^ 
And  thus  by  this  command  we  are  bound  [aaiKlie 
parts  of  God^s  worihip,  and  to  all  his  ordinances  ip- 
pointed  in  his  word.  If  we  balk  any  of  ihcm,  iti* 
at  our  peril.  It  is  cot  enough  to  leave  iduiatn'OSfOr  \ 
fiiperflitious  woifliip  and  ordinances,  but  wc  muitio* 
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quire  what  are  the  Lord's  fiatutes^  that  we  ma]&  do, 
then^ui 

\  come  now  to  that  queftion,  "  What  is  required 
•^lyin.jthe  fecond  commandment?  The  fecond  com* 
V  majidment  requireth  the  receiving,  obferving^  and 
^^i  keeping  pure  and  entire  all  fuch  religious  wordiip 
^ff.jand  ordinances'  as  God  hath,  apointed  in  his 
if 'Word-'' 

1  >in  handling  this  point,  I  fhall  ihew, 
iliL.What  is  that  religious  worihip  and  thofc  ordi- 
jaances  which  God  hath,  appointed  in  his  word. 

•  iL  What  is  our  duty  with  reference  to  thofe  ordi- 
nances, 

I.  I  ihall  fliew  what  is  that  religious  worfhip  and 

.  'thoiCi  ordinances  which  God  hath  appointed  ia.hii 

■;ward.  V  That  God  has  appointed  that  religious  .wpr- 

fliip  and  thole  ordinances  whereby  we  are  outwardjy 

.  ^to  glorify  him,  is  evident  from  this,  that  God  \yid  6^ 
fcrJiteoured  by  us,  yet  has  forbidden,  us  to  make.a^^y 

[    thing  that  w^y,  confequently  they  are  madc.by.  bm^- 

'    icifon^'hii  word,     Thei'e  ordinances  appointed,  in, t,^e 

'.  ■■.^»Ordjare,  ....:.  -^.n-  -'p 

\  i;;*:Ji*itjPffayer,  whereby  we  tender  to  him  the  homage 
!  "jduflrfrom  a  creature  to  his  Creator,,  acknowjcdgiog 
'   BOfso  ^icfiend^nce  on  him  as  the  Aurhor  of  all  gpud. 
^d'ixJaeiparLs  of  it  .are  petition,  confcdion,  and  thanjvf- 

.giviiBig«  And  that  public  'iv\  the  ailbmblies,  Acl^'.ii. 
-7y|.flr.  iLiPrivatp  in  IdTer  focieties,  particularly  in  /ami- 
Hidlifes,  ,f.er.  X.  «//,  and  fecrct,  evpry  one  by  bim^lf, 
5^lilatdii  vi.  6.  none  of  them  to  juftie  but  anot^p^,  Jn 
."/•fchirfft  we  arc  tit*d  to, no  form. 

'ii.it^  2v.  Praiiie.N,  in  iinging  plalms,  whcreb3-  we:giyt.him 

-  rtliiapraifedue  to  hiiii.     And  this  is  appointed  bqi^h^pu- 

^cibliclyy  PlaK  cxlix,  u  and  privately.  Jam.  v.  jg.,;  _jThis 

.:.|S:  Jto  be  done:ia.  aU  ftmphcity  becoming  the^golpcl, 

.iSnging  them,  with  gr^ice in  the  h<iart,.CoU  iji.  j4.\  not 
:  ;  playing  them  on  mufical  inftrumcnts,  of  whic^,  there 

is  not  one.  word  in.the  New  Teijiameot.       ,.,.!. 
3,  Reading  of  God's  \vord,  ::nd  hearing  it  *read, 
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bJth  publicly,  Acb  xv.  ai.  and  privately,  JcAb  r, 
39.  whereby  we  honour  God,  coDruldng  his  orado. 
^.  -Ihe  prcacbing  of  the  word,  and  htaring  it 
preached,  a  Tim.  iv.  2.  2  Kings  iv.  23.  And  confo- 
qucnlty  the  niiniftry  is  an  ordlaaace  of  God,  Koni. 
X.  15.  Eph.  iv.  i(.  12.  and  the  maintenance  theiwt 
I  Cor.  i:^.  14.  by  an  ordinance  of  God,  though  (JJ^re 
iliould  be  no  ordinance  of  the  ilate  for  it.  ■:   1 1 

5.  Adminifiration  and  receiving  of  the  faerimeBt', 
to  wit,  baptifm  in  the  nareie  of  tlie  Fatiier,  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit,  Matth.  xxviii.  19.  and  the  Laird's  fujfo, 
I  Cor.  xi.  23.  6'f.  both  which  are  left  us  in  much,gi>- 
fpei-iiiiiplicity.  By  thefe  we  foiemnly  avDucb;«iM> 
felves  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  receive  the  feals  of  Jtism- 
vcnant,  getting  our  faicli  of  covenant-blefluigs  con. 
firmed.  ,   „t»z 

6.  lifting,  OF  extraordinary  prayer  with  fjfliag; 
^vhen-Ahe  Wd  by  Iiis  providence  calls  for  \%  ajjidift: 
I  ok  en  9  of  his  anger  do  in  a  fpecial  manner  ap(«a* 
And  cliis  is  public,  in  the  congregation,  Jciel  ii.  ■ii-a> 
and  private  too,  as  in  families,  i  C':iT.  \  ii.  ^.  aatj-ri* 
tret,  Mitth.  vi.  17.  18.  See  Zech.  xii.  iz.  13.  ji* 
The  fame  is  to  be  iiiid  of  extraordinary  prayer;  maw 
ihanklgiving.  .    .  ■  (i-j^ 

7.  Chiircti  govermient  and  difcipHne.  Chii^bi* 
appointed,  a  government  in  his  church,  and  ha&ilft 
left  it  to  men  to  difpofe  of  it,  Heb.  iii.  5.  6.  ,1  C<A 
xii.  28..  He  has  appointed  his  officers,  A\tiich  are.pi^ 
flors  and  doctnra,  Eph.  iv.  11.  ruling  elders  and  ^iW' 
cons,  I  Cor,  xii.  ;3.  And  beftdes  thefe  the  fcriptiltc 
knows  no  ordinary  church- officers.  Tiic  threei&^ 
are  by,  his  appointment  church-rulers.  'Ihej'  i^v( 
the  po^ver  of  difdpline,  Mit'h.  sviii.  17.  i8,:.((i-j> 
buke  Icandalous  ofienders  publicly,  i  T'ln.  vi..att.tJU 
CMCommunicate  the  contumaciotis,  i  Cor.  Vti.ifjjtif 
And  amongft  thefe  oSiccrs  of  the  fame  kiad  thei<>Usi 
pariiy  by  divine  appointment,  excluding  botb;'Ft)kB 
and  Prelate,  Matth.  xs.  26.     TJicie  is  alio  a  IubM& 
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natbh  of  judicatories,  Ads  xv.  whidi  18  the  goverft- 
meiit  ture  call  Preiby terial. 

■  fctrlnftruftiiig  and  teaching  in  the  ways  of  the 
Hbfxt,'  trot  only  by  minifters,  but  by  mafters  of  fami- 
]ies»  'W&o  are  to  teach'  their  families.  Gen*  xviii.  19. 
Beur/ti.  6.  7. 

^  ■'■^.'  Lafiljj  Spirittia}  conference,  MaL  iii.  \6*  Deut* 
vi.  7.  and  fwearing,  of  which  we  ihall  treat  in  the  tliird 
i^omnnandmedt. 

ialL  lihallfliew  what  is  our  duty- with  reference  to 

Xhefe  ordinances*     It  is  fourfold. 

■■    iji  We  muft  reciive  them  in  our  principles  and  pro- 

feffiofli;     Wc  muft  carry  them  as  the  badgeof  ourl'ub- 

jedioxi  to  our  Ood,  Micah  iv.  5,  < 

■■■■  i2.  We  muft  obferve  them  in  our  praAice,  Matth. 

xviii.  20.     For  what  end  do  we  receive  thefe  ordinan- 

jCes^  if  we  make  no  confcience  of  the  praclice  of 

them  \  We  will  be  in  t.hat  cafe  as  the  fervant  that 

knetm  his  mafter's  will,  out  did  it  not.     So  here  there 

is  a  number  of  duties  laid  on  lis  by  tins  command. 

Itrfecjoiirc;?  Qs  all  to  pray,  minifters  to  pray  publicly, 

and  the  people  to  juin  ;  mailers  of  families  to  pray  in 

4bdt  families,  and  the  family  to  join  with  them  ;  and 

each  of  us  to  pray  in  fecret.    It  requires  all  of  us  to 

^ih^itWLord^spraifes,  privately  and- publicly.     It  re- 

jq^im>  church-officers   to   exercife  church*difcipline, 

4iod  offenders  to  fubmit  thereunto,  &c.  &c. 

..i^q^fi : We  muft  do  our  duty  to  keep  them  pure,  that 

-fidk^iiii^g  of  mens  inventions  be  added  to  cheoi,  and 

srilid(;whatever  others  mix  with  them,  we  adhere  to  the 

i^mkioy^of  ordinances,  i  Cor.  xi.  2. 

:?v)^L  Wi€  muft  do  oiflir  duty  to  keep  thenn  entire,  that 

^fiorhtng  be  taken  from  them,  Deut.  xii.  ulf. ;  for  both 

cjfdding  and  paring  in  thefe  matters  are  abominable  to 

ot.hGiLord. 

x;  ^iFinAUy^lt  requires  us,  in  confequcnce  of  this,  to 
.'4$fljp0i-ove,xietcft,  and  oppafe,  according  to  our  feve- 
cTi»l  placet  arid  ftations,  all  worihip  that  is  not  appointed 
.  of  God,  whether  fupcrftitious  or  idolatrous,  aiid,  ac- 
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cording  to  our  Tcveral  places  and  fictions,  to  endG* 
voor  the  retnoral  of  the  fame.  Acts  xvii.  16.  17. 
Dem.  vii.  5. 

- 1  proceed  to  confider  what  is  forbidden  in  tlie  fc- 
Cond  commandment.  Anf.  "  The  fecnnd  commaoc'. 
*'  ment  forbiddeth  the  worlhipping  of  God  by  inn- 
•'  gcs,  or  any  other  way  not  appointed  in  bis  w-ord." 
The  fum  of  the  fccnnd  comniandment  is,  Tlut  « 
worfliip  God  according  as  he  has  appointed  in  bi( 
word,  and  no  otherwilc.  Hence  there  are  two  wjyi 
in  the  general  whereby  this  command  is  broken,  viz, 
by  irnligion  and  falfe  worlhip. 

F  t  K  S  T,  Irreltgion  is  the  not  (hewing;  a  due  regard 
to,  and  not  duly  complying  with  the  worftiip  and  orji- 
nances  appointed  by  God  in  his  word.  Job  xv.  ^.  tt 
is  a  fin  againil  ihis  command  m  defect,  as  faiie  woT* 
Ihip  is  in  exccfs.  It  is  a  not  worfliipping  of  God  witfc* 
external  worlhip  and  by  means  appointed,  as  tiSS' 
■worfhip  is  worftiTppingin  a  way  not  appointed.  And 
it  is  as  much  foibiddcn  in  this  command,  as  to  liave 
no  Gf  d  at  jU  is  in  the  lirft.  There  are  fevcral  forCirf 
that  irreligion,  all  here  forbidden. 

I.  The  not  receiving,  hut  rejefting  the  worfliipaiii 
ordinances  of  God,  Hof.  viii.  12.  This  is  the  &»? 
(1.)  Of  Atheifts,  who  as  they  have  no  reverence  (CT 
God,  fleeing  they  deny  him,  do  alfo  rcjecl:  his  worlliiip- 
(j.)  Of  (^lakers,  who  throw  off"  almoll  the  whole  O- 
ternal  ^voifliip  and  ordinances  of  God,  under  the  [»•* 
tt-nce  of  worlhipping  him  in  fpiiit.  (3.)  <Jf  ail  tfa^ 
who  do  not  receive,  hut  rejeA  anyone  ordinanceilC 
God  wli.itlbever,  as  (ome  do  linging  ot  pfUlms,  olbH^ 
the  facrrfrlicnts,  Others  the  government  inliituCed  I*' 
Clirill,  CTf. 

2.  All  neglcft  of  God's  wnrlhip  and  ordinances,  in 
not  obfeiving  them  in  their  practice.  The  neglcijflf 
tliefe,  thoiigii  men  do  not  piufefiedly  reject  tticm.il'' 
very  ofllnlivc,  Excd.  iv.  3^.  35.  So  in  this  cuO- 
niard  is  forbidden, 

ly^j  The  r.cglcct  of  prayer,  Pfal.  xiv."'4f-  SoWCMJ] 


they  read'Or  liear  this  coaiiiiand  without  a  cheeky  whb 
do  not  bow  a  koee  to  God?  This  commatid  forbids^. 

(1.)  The  neglecl  of  public  prayer  in  the  congrega- 
tion ;  Whereof  peopk  aire  ^ilty  when  they  unnecef- 
larily  afafent  themfelyed  frdm  the  public  ordinances^ 
br^.;tJirMg^lazintr3.or  carelellheis,  the  plray^  are  o- 
ver //ere. they  come;  or  linneceflarily  go  away  and 
leavjc  jpiiblic  prayers ;  or  do  not  in  their  hearts  joia 
suid*g9>  along  with  the  fpeaker  in  them^ 

^p)'  The  neglect  of  family-worfliip^  and  prayers 
pacticuhrfy^  Jer.  x.  ult.  Chriftian  families  fhould  be 
churches,  wherein  God  (hould  be  woffhipped.  It  is 
tbeiii^.of  the  whole  family,  efpccially  of  thd  heads 
thi^fcoofi. rwhen  it' is  neglected*  I  fay  the  whole,,  be^ 
C4Hlfe  i^  mttft  needs  be  offeniive  to  God,  that  while  his 
worAip  Ues  negledled  ia  a  family,  there  h  none  there 
^gvjUifli^UiO.  take  it  up^  and  fupply  the  defedl.  Bcfidot, 
tlMtetiSift  neglefl  of  it  where  it  is  performed,  viz.  when 
aHyiittiembe^  of  the  family  negled^  to  join  thfsnno^ 
btttAihneceflarily  abfenc  themfelves;  dr  being : prefent 
diMk^tf  joiun  in  their  hearts  with  the  fpeaken  r 

(3-)  The  negleft  of.fecret  prayer.  It  ia  a  pofitive 
(Mdtoa^de.of  God^  Matth«  vi«  64  and  th^s  negledof  it^ 
a^ . if  1  will]  not,  readily  be  the  fln  of  thofe  exercifedito 
eodliaob^  ;Cant«  vii.,  ii«  fo  it  is  a  iad  iign  of; little 
de^cfi  of  'Communion  with  God< 

-j^^  Tie  tiegleft  of  finging  Ae  Lord's  praifcfs^ 
wKotficiliR  public  or  in  private.  There,  are  fome  Who 
fittmhitg  like  filhes  in  the  congregation  praifing  God^ 
iRr|u>«are  ready  enough  to  rant  in  the  congregation  of 
dmsdarcb.  There  are  no  pfalmsfung  in  their  fkim^ 
£^^  itiCf  they  are  Itrangers  to  fpiritual  mirth ;  but^hey 
can  laugh  and  fing  to  exprefs  their  carnal  mirths,. 

qd(yiThe.  neglect  ojP  reading  and  hearing  the  wOrd 
rctodiia  public,  private,  or  lecret*  Has  God.. com* 
xoan^tidito  fearch  the  fcriptures,  and,,wiU  men  be  fuch 
neglo^ers  of  it  ?  What  irreligion  i$  it  thus  to  neglect 
the  word  of  life,  our  Father's  teftament,  the  book  of 
God  that  teaches  the  way  to  eternal  happinefs  ? 

Vol.  II.-  3  R 
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^tblyj  The  neglecl  of  preaching  the  word  is  the  fin 
of  miuiftcrs,  2  Tim.  vi.  i.  2.  This  is  to  (larve  fouls,  in- 
ilead  of  feeding  them»  which  will  make  a  dreads 
account.  So  this  command  condemns,  (i.)  The 
pradlcc  of  the  lordly  prelates,  the  lead  of  whofe  work 
is  preaching  the  golpeh  They  will  needs  have  Timch 
thy  a  bifliop  :  with  what  face  can  chey  read  then  that 
folemn  charge,  2  Tim.  iv.  i.  2.  /  charge  thee  before 
God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  ; — f  reach  the  word  ;  U 
inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon^  &;c.  who  (as  if  they 
would  give  us  the  perfect  reverfe  of  John  Baptiffi 
character)  are  found  more  in  the  palace  than  the  pulpit, 
Matth.  xi.  7.  &.  (2,)  Their  devolving  thb  work  upon 
their  curates  and  parfons,  who  often  devolve  it  again 
upon  their  hirelings,  Ezek.  xliv.  8,  (3*)  Mintftersha- 
ving  plurality  of  bcnetices  and  charges,-  whereby  it  is 
rendered  impoflibie  for  them  to  feed  them  as  is  necefla- 
ry,  unlefs  they  could  be  in  feveral  pariihes  at  ooce. 
(4.)  Th€  non-refidence  of  miniflers,  whereby  they  arc 
imdcr  the  fame  incapacity.  (5.)  AH  negligcxKe  of  mi- 
nifters,  whereby  tiiey  lightly  and  without  weighty 
grounds  leave  their  flocks  dellitute  of  the  preachiflg' 
^  of  the  word  flioiter  or  longer  time. 

:^thly^  The  neglect  of  hearing  of  the  word*  People 
are  thus  guilty  when  they  totally  abfent  thcmfelvcs 
from  the  public  ordinances,  Ueb.  x.  25.  It  is  lament- 
able to  think  how  God  is  dillionoured,  and  gracdcfs 
people  hardened,  by  the  prevailing  of  this  among  us. 
Whatever  religion  men  place  in  this,  this  command 
makes  it  irreligion.  If  we  be  in  our  duty  to  preacn, 
people  are  out  of  their  duty  that  neglect  to  hear.  Thus 
are  people  alfo  guilty,  when  without  any  neceffity 
they  do  at  any  time  abieht  themfelves  ;  and  when  they 
rove  and  wander,  and  do  not  attend  to  the  word 
pi'Ciched  when  prefent. 

(ithlyy  Miniiters  neglecting  the  adminiflration  of  the 
facraiucnts.  God  has  jomed  them  together  with  the 
word  in  their  commiffion,  and  therefore  the  nejjlcd 
oi  any  cf  tliem  muft.  bt  t^Uclr  fin.    ChriU  has  ordered 
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the  facratnent  of  his  fupper  to  be  often  celebrated^ 
J  Cor.  XI.  2<S.  though  he  has  not  determined  how 
often.  I  know  no  church  fo  guilty  in  this  point  as 
our  own, 

7/A^,  People's  negleding  of  the  facraments,  to  re- 
ceive them«  Thus  people  bring  guilt  on  themfelvcs 
by  flighting  and  neglecling  the  ordinance  of  baptifm, 
lAike  vii.  30.  unduly  delaying  the  baptifai  of  their 
children.  And  alfo  in  flighting  the  facrament  of  the 
Lord's  fupper,  2  Chron.  xxx.  10.  Is  it  not  a  ftrangc 
thing  how  men  ^tt  their  confcientes  fatisfied,  while 
they  neglect  one  opportunity  after  another,  and  live  in 
the  avowed  negled  of  an  uncontroverted  ordinance ! 

^thly^  1  he  negleft  of  the  duty  of  fading  and  pray- 
er, when  the  Lord  by  his  providence  calls  for  it,  whe- 
ther public,  or  private,  or  fecret-  The  neglect  oF  pu- 
blic failing  and  prayer  is  the  fin  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land at  this  day,  feeing  that  our  melancholy  circum- 
[lances  do  evidently  hold  forth  the  ca^ll  of  providence 
:hercto.  And  for  fumily-fafts,  how  is  that  duty  ab- 
blutcly  negleded  in  moll  families^^  though  there  U  no 
amily  but  fometiraes  has  a  private  call  thereto,  by 
bme  ftroke  threatened  or  lyin£j  on  them,  ire.  ?  And 
low  many  are  abfolute  ftratigers  to  fecret  perfonal 
ailing  and  prayer,  though  they  want  not  calls  therc- 
o  either  from  their  temporal  or fpiritual  cafe?  Matth. 
:vii.  2 1.  Thus  m:\y  the  church,  families,  and  parti- 
ular  perfons  be  gqiity  in  the  negled  of  thankfgivirig 
or  mercies. 

p/A/y,  The  neglect  of  the  exercife  of  church-difci- 
►line  by  church-judicatories,  greater  or  leffer,  in  or- 
[cr  to  the  purging  of  the  church  of  fcandalous  mem» 
crs,  ReVf  ii.  14,  This  has  been  and  is  the  ^t\  of  the 
hurch  of  Scotland,  for  which  Cfod  m^ty  juftly  takg 
tis  keys  out  of  our  hand,  And  now  matters  arc 
ome  to  that  pafs  in  moft  congregations  through  the 
and,  and  has  ever  fo  been  in  tiiis  congregation  fince 
Ji^new  it.  that  ti^e  vigorous  exerciic  of  diiciplinQ  c^Un 

3  u  ? 
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not  be  to  edification^,  6a1.  v^  12.  (he  difeafe  behg 
turned  too  ftrong  for  the  cure?  May .  the  Lord  con- 
vince them  powerfully,  and  checl^  them  effeftuaUy 
that  make  it  fo  1 

lothly^  The  ncgleft  of  catechifinpf  and  inftru^ting 
the  weak.  Thus  minifters  are  guilty  when  they  ar? 
not  at  pains  to  catechife,  and  thofe  who  will  not  be 
^t  pains  to  wait  on  diets  of  examination,  but  tbun  it 
time  after  time,  and  will  rather  enjoy  their  ignoranQi 
than  come  to  learn.  So  ipafters  of  families  are  guilty 
who  are  at  no  pains  to  inllrud  their  wives,  chUdrcD, 
and  fervants  in  the  principles  of  religion ;  and  fuck 
as  negleft  that  opportunity  of  family  catechifing.  You 
want  not  good  helps  to  this ;  why  may  ye  not 
take  a  catechifm,  fuch  as  AHein-s,  &c.  and  afk  tlip 
queftions,  and  caufe  them  to  anfwer  ?  It  would  i3ea 
good  fpending  of  the  fabbatb,  profitable  to  yoq  ^d 
them  too. 

Lajily^  The  negleft  of  fpiritual  conference,  when 
God  puts  an  opportunity  in  our  hands,  efpecially  on 
the  Lord's  day,  when  our  talk  in  a  fpecial  nDianneri} 
required  tp  be  fpiritual,  apd  we  h^ve  the  advantage 
of  fpeaking  of  the  Lord's  word  which  we  h^ve  hqu'df 

3,  All  curtailing'  and  mincing  of  God^s  worihip 
and  ordinances,  not  keeping  tbeqi  entire,  Deut.  m 
ult.     Men  aye  guilty  of  this, 

i/?j  Whtn  t^ey  reject  any  part  of  an  ordinance  in* 
ftiruted  by  Chrift,  and  fp  leave  it  defective  and  lame, 
as  the  Papifts  in  caking  away  th^  cup  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  reading  of  the  fcriptures  in  private,  <&•(• 

idly.  When  they  receive  fome  of  Chrift's  ordi^ 
nances,  but  not  all-     Thus, 

(i.)  Churches  fin,  as  wlxep  they  receivis  his  doc- 

*  Upon  the  author's  fettlemept  iu  the  parifli  of  Ettnck,  he  foBiKl 
the  people,  whh  refpeA  to  churcb-difcipline,  like  bullock5  unacco* 
i^omed  to  the  yoke.  And  he  repeatedly  complains  in  his  l)ia|7»  tlut 
when  church-cenfure  was  infli^ed,  or  a  rebuke  ^dfniniilered,  thed(* 
*- — uent  immediately  deferted  his  niniflry,  and  joined  the  Old  Pit 
^'^  who  at  that  time  infcilcd  that  and  adjacent  paiiihes. 
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Irine  and  worfliip,  but  not  t?he  government  and  di- 
fcipline  appointed  in  his  houfe.  A  fad  defeft  in  fome 
churches  from  the  reformation,  where  all  Chrift's  or- 
dinances could  not  get  place ;  as  if  it  had  been  left  to 
men  what  to  take  and  what  to  refufe  of  his  inftitu- 
tions. 

(2.)  Families  fin,  mincing  God's  worfliip  and  ordi- 
nances. Some  will  fing  and  read,  but  not  pray ;  fome 
pray,  but  do  not  read  and  fing.  Some  will  worfliip 
God  in  their  families  in  the  evening,  but  no  morning- 
facrifiice  can  get  room  there  for  their  throng.  Some  will 
do  alt,  hut  negleft  family  catechifing  or  inftruftion. 

(3.)  Particular  perfons  fin.  How  men  pick  and 
chufe  the  inftitutions  of  God  ?  Some  wait  on  public 
ordinances,  but  make  no  confcience  of  private  ordi- 
nances. Some  again  go  about  the  private  excrcifes  of 
religion,  but  flight  public  ordinances.  Some  hear  the 
word  ordinarily,  but  they  are  habitual  negleclers  of 
the  facrament.  Some  pray  in  fecret,  but  they  pray 
not  in  their  families ;  fome  in  their  families,  but  they 
have  nothing  to  fay  to  God  but  what  they  can  fay 
before  all  their  family  ;  their  family -prayers  juftle  one 
their  fecret  prayers.  Is  this  to  keep  God's  worfliip 
md  ordinances  entire  ?  How  can  men  anfwer  to  God 
for  this  way  of  it  ? 

(4.)  Contenipt  of  God's  worfliip  and  ordinances, 
Matih.  xxii.  5.  Mai.  i.  7.  This  is  a  crying  fin  of  our 
3ay,  that  \%  like  to  fill  up  our  cup  *to  the  brim, 
I  Chron,  xxxvi.  16.  God  has  a  fpecial  zeal  for  his 
)wn  worfliip  and  ordinances,  and  therefore  contempt 
)f  them  mufl  be  dangerous  to  a  degree.  There  are 
everal  forts  of  this  contempt  of  God's  worfliip  and 
ordinances  whereby  men  are  guilty. 

1/?,  Inward  irreverence,  when  we  come  to  or  are 
it  ordinances  without  due  fear  of  God  on  our  fpirits, 
Eccl.  V.  I. ;  when  we  rufh  into  the  prefence  of  God, 
n  public,  private,  or  fecret  duties,  without  that  com- 
jofurc  of  ijpirit  which  an  approach  to  the  great  God 
•cquircs  J  when  we  do  not  prepare  to  meet  with  God 
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in  his  ordinances,  but  ftand  not  to  touch  the  holy 
things  of  God  with  unholy  unfaodified  hands. 

2dly^  Outward  irreverence  in  holy  ordinances, 
which  is  a  plain  contempt  cafi  on  them,  Mai.  i.  12. 
1  g.  Such  are  all  foolifli  geftures  in  the  time  of  di- 
vine worfhip,  talking  one  with  anothe:*,  and  much 
more  laughing,  whether  in  the  church  or  the  family. 
They  are  foolifh,  void  of  difcretion,  as  well  as  the 
fear  of  God,  that  give  up  themfelves  to  tbefe  things, 
and  know  neither  God  nor  themfelves.  And  tho(e 
are  alfo  guilty  of  irreverence  who  fleep  at  ordinances 
public  or  private,  A<?ls  xx.  9. 

3^/y,  An  open  and  avowed  contempt  of  God's  or- 
dinances,  Job  xxi.  14.  15.  O  what  guilt  is  on  the 
generation  this  way!  They  do  not  worfhip  God  in  hii 
ordinances,  and  they  are  not  afhamed  of  it.  They 
do  not  pray,  and  they  will  avow  it.  It  is  below 
them  to  bow  a  knee  to  God,  efpecially  in  their  fami- 
lies. They  neglect  the  hearing  of  the  word,  and 
they  glory  in  it.  If  we  offer  to  touch  them  any 
manner  of  way,  they  will  not  come  to  the  church  a- 
gain.  They  will  loiter  at  home  for  months  together, 
and  think  it  no  fault.  They  never  communicate, 
;and  they  are  not  alhamed  of  it.  Contempt  of  ordi- 
nances fsas  been  a  crying  fin  in  Ettrick  tnefe  fcvctt 
years,  whatever  it  was  before. 

4//6/y,  Contumacy,  in  not  fubmitting  to  the  difd- 
pline  of  Chrift's  houfe.  People  are  not  afbamcd  to 
iin  and  give  fcandai ;  they  think  not  that  below  them; 
but  they  will  commit  their  fcandalous  offences,  drink 
drunk,  fwear,  revel,  fight  one  with  another,  as  if 
they  would  regard  the  l«iws  neither  of  God  nor  maOi 
But  whatever  be  their  fcandals,  if  it  be  not  fornica- 
tipn  or  adultery,  they  contemn  and  flight  the  difci* 
piinc  of  Chrift's  houfe.  With  what  contempt  do 
many  entertain  church-government  at  this  day! 

Sthly^  Mocking  of  thofe  that  make  confcience  of 
God's  worfhip,  If.  xxviii.  22.  Dreadful  is  that  coa- 
^cm|)t  wh^re  God's  crdinanc?s  ar?  made  a  jeft  of,  a«d 
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21  man  is  treated  like  a  fool  becaufe  he  makes  con- 
icience  of  his  duty  towards  God.  Mock  at  preaching 
and  praying  as  men  will,  the  day  will  come  when 
they  will  change  their  note. 

LaJHy^  Simony,  Afts  viii.  18.    It  is  a  defire  of  buy- 
.  jng  or  fielling  fpiritual  things,  or  things  annexed  to 
Chem,  whether  the  bargain  fucceed  or  not:  as  buying 
.  or  felling  of  baptifm,  i^c.  or  an  office  appointed  by 
Chrift  in  his  houfe^    This  prevails  in  corrupt  times  of 
\  the  church,  efpecially  under  patronages  is  oft-times 
'  the  fin  of  thofe  that  are  getting  into  the  miniftry,  and 
..  of  fuch  as  are  concerned  about  them,  when  they  take 
"^  indirect  methods  by  tUemfelves  or  friends  to  get  into 
\.  charges  by  Simoniacal  paftions,  whether  by  gifts  from 
":  the  hand  or  from  the  tongue.    And  foniewhat  of  this 
nature  is  the  fin  of  fcandalous  curates,  and  of  thofe 
■'.  that  deal  with  them,  who  will  for  money  marry  peo- 
'",  pie  without  teftimonials,  bafely  proftituting  God's  or- 
dinance. 

5.  Hindering  of  God's  worfhip  and  ordinances, 
Matth.  xxiit.  13.  Ihus  men  are  guilty  of  the  breach 
of  this  command, 

ly?,  in  hindering  God's  public  worfliip  ;  which  may 
be  done  many  ways.  As,  (i.)  By  the  magiftrates  laws 
or  force  againtt  minilters  preaching  the  word,  and 
going  abouc  other  duties  of  their  ftation.  Acts  iv.  18. 
(2.)  By  facrilege^  taking  away  any  thing  that  is  necef- 
lary  for  the  maintenance  of  God's  worfliip,  and 
v^hich  has  been  devoted  for  that  end,  as  the  mainte- 
nance of  minifters  and  the  like,  Rom.  ii.  22.  (3.)  By 
cU^couraging  of  minifters  by  calumnies,  reproaches, 
and  all  hard  ufage,  which  may  make  them  drive  hea- 
vily in  their  work.  (4.)  Putting  in  and  keeping  in 
fcandalous  men  in  the  miniftry,  i.  Sim.  ii.  17.  (5) 
Mens  keeping  back  thofe  that  are  under  them  from 
attending  the  public  worfliip.  If  any  be  fo  tied  to 
their  hirlels,  that  there  is  no  way  to  relieve  them  on 
the  Lord's  day  for  many  fabbaths  together,  it  is  their 
fin  that  tic  them  fo,  and  theirs  that  tic  themfelves  fo  j 


504  Of  the  fecond  Commandment. 

though  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  is  but  an  excufe  that 
fome  godlefs  creatures  make  for  themfelves. 

adlyj  Hindering  family-worfliip ;  which  may  be 
done  many  ways  ;  as  by  a  too  eager  and  unfeafooable 
purfuit  of  worldly  bufinefs,  till  neither  time  dot 
ftrength  is  left  for  it ;  fhufHing  it  off  by  this  and  the 
other  thing  that  is  to  be  done,  and  not  watching 
tlie  feafon  for  it ;  ftrife  and  contention  in  families,  c* 
fpecially  betwixt  hufband  and  wife,  i  Pet.  iii.  7.; 
any  member  of  the  family  drawing  back,  and  crea- 
ting diforder. 

'^dly^  Hindering  fecret  worfliip ;  as  not  allowing 
people  time  to  feek  the  Lord  in  fecretj  mocking  or 
difcouraging  thofe  that  do  fo,  &c. 

To  which  we  may  add  our  not  doing  what  wc  can 
to  further  the  worfliip  of  God  in  public,  private,  or  - 
fecret :  for  it  is  not  enough  that  we  do  not  hinder  it, 
but  what  do  we  to  further  it  ?  Heb.  x.  24.  25.  the  not 
Airring  up  the  lazy  and  carelefs,  and  putting  them  ofi 
to  their  duty. 

Laftly^  Oppofing  of  God*s  worfliip  and  ordinances^ 
public,  private,  or  fecret.  This  is  more  than  to  hin- 
der them,  A'^ls  xiii.  44.  45.  So  are  guilty,  (i.)-PcF- 
fecutors,  Acls  iv.  18.  (2.)  Thofe  that  fond  on  thdr 
own  inventions  fet  themfeves  to  call  out  or  hold  oot 
God's  true  worfliip  and  ordinances  out  of  a  churchi 
the  fin  of  many  at  this  day.  (3.)  Oppofing  of  the 
fettlement  of  pariflies  with  gofpel-minifters  called  ac- 
cording to  the  word,  which,  on  prejudices  and  mifta- 
ken  points  of  honour,  has  been  and  is  the  fin  of  many 
in  the  land.  (4.)  Laftly^  All  fuch  as  any  way^fet 
themfelves  againil  God's  worfliip  in  public  in  congife- 
gations,  families,  or  fecret.  This  will  be  found,  what- 
ever people  think  of  it,  a  fighting  againft  God,  ASi 
v.  39. 

SECONDLY,  I  come  now  to  fpeak  of,ftlfe 
worfliip  and  ordinances,  which  is  worfliip  and  ordi- 
nances not  inftituted  or  appointed  by  God  himfcF. 
And  this  is  e«xprcfaly  forbidden,  Thou  Ihalt  not  make 
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iinto  thee  any  graven  image,  drr.  Deut.  xii.  ult.  It  is 
lot  only  a  fin  not  to  worlhip  God,  and  not  to  regard 
lis  ordinances,  but  to  worfhip  him  in  a  way  which  he 
bias  not  inftituted,  to  bring  in  ordinances  that  bear 
Qot  his  ftamp.     Of  this  there  are  two  forts, 

fir/i^  Idolatry.  There  is  ia  fort  of  idolatry  forbidden 
in  the  firft  command  that  refpeds  the  objeft  of  wor- 
[hip,  when  we  worfhip  any  other  than  the  true  God. 
But  the  idolatry  here  forbidden  refpects  the  means  of 
ivorihip,  when  we  make  ufe  of  idols  or  images  in 
ivorihip,  even  though  we  intend  ultimately  the  wor- 
[hipping  of  the  true  God.     And  here  is  condemned, 

1.  All  religious  imagery ;  for  of  images  and  pic- 
l:ures  for  a  civil  or  political  ufe  merely,  the  command  is 
not  to  be  underftood  ;  for  the  command  being  of  the 
&rft  table,  plainly  refpecls  religion.  Lev.  xxvi.  i.  and  ' 
the  art  of  cutting,  carving,  &c.  is  a  gift  of  God, 
Cxod.  xxxi.  3.  4.  5.  and  has  had  God's  allowance  for 
:he  exercife  of  it,  i  Kings  vi.  29.  Now,  under  this 
irticle  of  religious  imagery  is  forbidden, 

I/?,  The  making  any  reprefentation  or  image  of  God 
nwardly  in  our  mind,  all  carnal  imaginations  of  him, 
IS  to  conceive  of  him  like  a  reverend  old  man,  &c. 
&.fts  xvii.  29.  for  God  is  the  object  of  our  under- 
landing,  not  our  imagination,  being  invifible.  This 
s  mental  idolatry,  which  the  beft  are  in  hazard  of. 

idly 9  The  making  any  outward  reprefentation  of 
jrod  by  any  image.  Remarkable  is  the  connedion 
>f  the  firft  and  iecond  command.  Thou  {halt  have 
10  other  gods  before  me :  Thou  fhalt  not  make  unto 
:hee  any  graven  image,  &c.  It  is  impofiible  to  get  - 
my  bodily  likenefs  that  can  truly  reprefent  God  as  he 
s ;  and  tnerefpre  men  that,  over  the  belly  of  reafon 
lod  God's  own  will,  will  needs  have  reprefentations 
>f  God,  are  fain  to  betake  themfelves  to  images  of 
bme  corruptible  thing,  the  very  thing  condmned  in 
:he  Heathens,  Rom.  i.  23.  And  therefore  it  is  abomi- 
nable imagery,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  great  God, 
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to  reprefcnt  liim  any  manner  of  way.  Sucb  aboiiu- 
nations  arc  the  rcprelcnticg  of  God  by  a  fun  flamng 
wich  beams,  \vilh  the  name  J  K  H  O  V  AH  in  it  or 
over  it,  as  in  feveral  Bibles  :  tlic  reprcfenting  of  ihe 
Father  by  an  image  of  an  old  man  ;  the  Son  by  tbt 
of  a  hmb,  or  a  young  man  ;  or  the  Father  by  a  large 
fliining  fun,  the  Son  by  a  Icffer  fun  fhining,  and  tk 
Holy  Gholt  by  a  dove,  as  in  ibme  great  Bibles  from 
F,ngUnd.  It  is  lamentable  to  think  how  frequent  rf 
late  the  blifphemous  piftures  of  Chrifl  hanging  on 
the  crofs  are  grown  among  Proteftants,  by  Rome's 
art  no  doubt,  to  fit  the  nitions  for  their  idolatry.  All 
tlicfc  are  dircftly  cootrary  to  God's  word.  If.  sL  ifl. 
Deut.  iv.  15. — 19. 

Thougli  Chrill  be  man,  yet  he  is  God  too,  vA 
therefore  no  image  can  nor  may  reprefcnt  him.  Yea, 
what  image  cm  there  be  of  his  body  now,  fecinglie 
never  fat  for  it  ?  He  is  now  glorified,  and  fo  cannot 
be  pictured  as  he  is  even  in  his  human  nature.  That 
i.^  nothing  more  rc^dy  to  beget  mean  thooglits  d 
Chrtli,  Wa\\  ii.  18. ;  and  if  it  Ihould  rtir  updevotion, 
that  is  woilhipping  by  au  image,  which  is  idohtij 
here  forl^ddL-n. 

■^dly,  Tlic  Jiaving  of  thefe  images,  though  we  ia 
riot  worlhip  thcni.  For  iMc  be  a  lin  in  itfcU  to  nub 
them,  how  can  they  be  innocent  that  keep  them! 
Dent.  vii.  5.  It  is  a  iirange  inconfiftency  in  fomet^ 
pretend  to  a.bhor  images,  and  yet  tbemfclves  will  kuf 
ilicm.  Tiicy  may  be  a  Iharc  to  others,  and  thercfoB 
Ihould  be  removed,  blotted  or  torn  out  of  books,! 
in  tliem.  For  their  very  being  is  an  injuiy  to  thegrcA 
invifibie,  and  incomprehenilble  Mjjclty.  , 

4M/)',  Imagis  of  fallc  gods,  fuch  as  the  HcatBtK 
woifliipi:ed,  and  of  fuch  angels  and  faints  as  the  P» 
pills  worfliip,  we  ihould  beware  nt,  becaufe  of  tlft 
danger  of  idolatry,  Exod.  >ixxii.  8.  Hczekiah  d* 
iiroycd  the  brazen  ferpcnt,  tt:at  had  been  abufed  tt 
idolatry.  A  zeal  againlt  them  as  God's  rivals,  whiei 
have  got  the  workup  due  to  him,  is  very  DatUJal<i>IM  t 
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child?  of  God  touched  with  God's  honour,  Pfal.  xvi.  4. 

5^A/y,  Images  of  God,  Chrift,  angels,  or  faints, 
ought  not  to  be  fet  up  in  churches  or  places  of  wor- 
fiiip,  though  men  do  not  worfliip  them,  (i.)  Becaufc 
they  are  monuments  of  idolatry,  that  ought  to  be  re- 
moved, Deut.  vii.  5.  and  dcftroyed,  Exod*  xxiii.  24. 
^2.)  Hezekiah  is  commjended  for  breaking  the  brazen 
ferpent,  becaufe  the  children  of  Ifrael  burnt  incenfe  to 
it,  2  Kings  xviii.  4.  ( j.')  It  is  ftumbhng,  as  an  occa- 
fion  of  idolatry,  and  as  it  prejudices  Turks  and  Jews 
ligainft  the  Chriflian  religion^  and  grieves  the  hearts 
ot  tender  Chriftians, 

2.  All  idolatrous  worfhip  is  forbidden  here  as  abo- 
minable idolatry,  Thou  Ihalt  not  bow  down  thyfelf 
to  them  nor  fcFve  them.  The  forts  of  idolatry  for- 
bidden here  are, 

ly?,  Worlbipping  of  falfe  gods  by  images,  as  the 
Eleathens  did  their  Jupiter,  Apoilo,  and  the  reft.  Such 
was  the  worfliip  of  Baal  among  the  idolatrous  Israel- 
tes,  Romt  xi.  4.  j 

%dlyy  Worihipping  the  images  themfelvcs  of  God, 
I^hjrift,  and  faints,  which  is  contrar^^  to  the  very  letter 
)f  this  command.  See  Lev.  xxvi.  1,  The  Papitt^ 
are  moft  abominable  idolaters  in  this  refpecl,  bowing 
:o  flocks  and  flones.  Their  principles  allow  them  a 
psrorihip  more  than  civil,  which  they  call  fervice,  and 
hat  for  th«  images  themfelves  properly ;  contrary  to 
he  exprefs  words  of  this  command,  Thou  fha,lt  not 
erve  them,  Gal.  iv.  8,  And  the  images  of  God  and 
thrift  get  the  moft  plain  divine  worfhip,  (hough  fome 
iiftinguifh  they  get  it  not  for  themfelvcs,  but  for 
xrhat  they  reprefent.  But  get  it  as  they  will,  it  is 
>Iain  they  do  get  it,  and  that  therefore  the  Papills  are 
«  real  idolaters  as  ever  the  Ifaganswere,  worfhipping 
Jhc  work  of  their  own  hands,  And  accordingly  they 
>ow  down  to  images,  kifs  them,  offer  incenfe  to 
;hem,  pray,  to  them,  ^c^ 

^dly^  Worfhipping  God  in  and  by  an  image.  The 
papilts  wipe  their  mouth,  and  fay^  they  have  DQt  ftij^- 
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ncd,  when  they  do  not  believe  the  image  tobeGa^' 
and  do  not  terminate  their  worfhip  on  the  iowgciti». 
ftlf,  but  worfhip  God  in  and  by  it.  And  when  they 
have  faid  this,  what  fay  they  more  than  what  tile 
Heathens  had  to  fay,  and  did  fay  to  the  Chriftians  ef 
old  \  Did  they  believe  that  their  images  were  the 
very  gods  they  worlliippcd  ?  Nay,  they  made  many 
images  of  one  god,  as  of  Jupiter;  and  when  they  grew 
old,  they  caft  them  off,  and  got  new  ones.  ButdiJ 
they  change  their  gods  ?  No,  Jer.  ii.  11.  "Were  not 
the  Ifraelites  abominable  idolaters  in  the  worfhip  of 
the  golden  calf?  Pfal.  cvi.  19.20.  Yet  they  did  but 
■woiihip  Jehovah  by  it,  Exod.  :(xxii.  5.  So  Jero- 
boam's golden  calves  were  intended  but  as  mein! 
whereby  to  worftiip  the  true  God,  1  Kings  xii.!6. 
So  the  calf-worfliip  remained  after  Baal's  worfhip  wu 
deftroyed  out  of  Ifraci  by  Jehu.  The  fame  was  the 
cafe  with  iVIicah's  idolatry,  Judg.  xvii.  13.  fcsviii.  ^ 
^thly.  The  worftiipping  ot  a  man  for  fome  relation 
to  God,  of  the  Pope  as  God's  vicar  on  earth.  They 
call  him  their  Lord,  and  a  God  upon  earth.  AdJ 
when  he  is  new-made,  he  is  twice  fet  upon  the  allir, 
and  worshipped  by  the  cardinals.  And  he  does  DM 
only  admit  the  killing  of  his  ieet,  but  expecls  and  re- 
quires it  as  thrill's  \icar.  He  is  carried  in  procft 
lion,  as  the  Heathens  carried  their  idols,  and  thef 
themfelves  the  facrament,  which  they  account  GoOi 
great  and  fmall  woriliipping  him  as  a  God.  If  they 
think  the  honour  redounds  to  God,  fo  did  CorndiMi 
Aflsx.  25.  26. 

Leijlly,  The  f~ime  idolatry  is  in  their  worfliippingrf 
angels,  faints,  relic?,  the  crofs,  bread  in  the  fac» 
inent,  though  they  think  the  honour  redounds  48 
God.  As  if  faints  and  angels  had  fomc  Deity  iDtheii% 
or  God  were  prcfent  in  the  crofs  or  relics,  and  head 
prayers  better  at  and  by  ihcm  than  any  where  elfc. 

Secondly^  There  is  luperflition  and  wiU-worftup; 
that  is,  whatevtr  (though  not  idolatry)  is  brounl 
into  religion  as  a  part  of  it,  which  God  l^as  notap 
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pointed  in  his  word.  The  command  fays.  Thou  fhalt 
Dot  make,  ^c.  that  is,  but  thou  Ihalt  receive  the  wor* 
ihip  and  ordinances  as  God  has  appointed  them,  and 
(lot  add  to  them  of  mens  inventions,  Deut.  iv.  2. 
As  irreligion  regards  not  God's  ordinances,  fo  fuper- 
ilition  brings  in  others;  by  irreligion  nien  take  away 
from  the  ordinances  of  God,  by  fuperftition  they  add 
to  them.  Both  are  hateful  to  God^  Under  this  head 
are  forbidden, 

1.  AH  making  of  things  to  be  fin  or  duty  which 
God  has  nqt  m^de  fo,  Matth.  xv,  2.    Whatever  be 

.  mens  pretences  in  this,  it  is  an  invading  of  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  great  Lawgiver,  an  accufing  of 
Jiis  word  of  imperfeftion,  and  very  dangerous,  Prov. 
XXX.  6.  This  is  the  great  occafion  of  fad  divifions 
and  fchifms  i/i  the  church,  while  men,  not  content 
with  plain  duty  appointed  of  God,  make  the  concep- 
tions of  their  own  hearts  fins  and  duties,  which  God 
never  made  fo,  an4  impofe  them, on  others  as  terms 
of  Chriftian  communion :  which  fuperftition  can  never 

'  be  fandlified  by  their  fathering  it  wrongoufly  on  the 
fcripture,  Prov.  xxx.  6. 

2.  Religioufly  abftaining  from  any  thing  which  God 
does  not  require  us  fo  tq  abftain  from.  Men  will  have 
their  ordinances  as  God  |ias  his ;  and  O  how  hard  is 
^t  to  keep  men  from  religious  inventions  of  their  own ! 
Col.  ii.  20.  2  1.  This  is  finful  in  itfelf,  religioufly 
binding  up  ourfelves  where  God  has  left  us  free,  as  if 
that  could  he  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  which,  like 
Jeroboam's  feaftday,  x  Kings  xii.  ult^  is  devifed  of 
our  own  heart.  But  much  more  is  it  fo  when  it 
juftles  out  plain  commanded  duty,  Matth.  xy.  5.  6. 
Such  is  the  withdrawing  from  the  public  ordinances 
difpenfed  by  Chrill's  fent  fervants  lawfully  called,  and 
not  mixed  with  mens  inventions. 

3.  All  unwarrantable  obiervatibns  and  expeftations 
pf  effecls  from  caufes  which  have  no  fuch  virtue  from 
God,  either  by  the  nature  he  has  given  them,  or  by 
any  fpecial  appointment  of  jjiis.x  Of  this  fort  of  fupcr- 
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fiitioDs  ignorant  people  are  fiill,  being  the  yet  no- 
purged  dregs  of  Popery  and  Paganifm.     Such  as, 

ij}^  Looking  on  fuch  and  fuch  accidents  as  lucky 
or  unlucky,  whereby  they  are  filled  with  fear  or  hope, 
as  if  thefe  things  were  a  part  of -their  BiUe :  As  if  a 
hare  or  a  cat  x:rofs  their  way,  the  fait  fall  on  the  table, 
if  they  fneeze  in  the  nniorning  when  they  go  out,  or 
flumble  in  the  threihold,  the  ear  tingle,  &c. 

^dly^  Looking  on  certain  days  as  lucky  or  unlucky 
to  begin  or  do  a  work  upon  ;  becaufe  they  are  fuch 
days  of  the  week  or  of  the  year  that  are  called  difmal 
days,  or  that  they  are  fucn  and  fuch  holydays,  as 
fome  will  not  yoke  their  plough  on  yule-day,  Deut 
xviii.  lo. 

'^dly^  Carrying  ufelefs  things  about  them  for  fafcty 
from  devils,  witches,  temptations,  or  dangers ;  as  Pa* 
pifts  ufe  to  carry  the  relics  of  fome  faints  about  their 
necks.  This  is  not  to  be  expected  from  the  carrying 
the  Bible  about  with  us;  for  it  is  only  the  uGng  it  by 
faith  and  prayer  that  avails;  and  as  little  can  any 
iuch  fafety  be  warrantably  expecled  from  any  kind  of 
wood,  &c.  and  many  fuch  like  things, 

4.  All  laying  an  unwarranted  weight  on  circumftances 
of  worlhip  that  is  appointed  of  God.  And  fo  men 
keeping  by  the  worihip  which  God  hag  appointed, 
may  be  guilty  of  fuperftition.     As, 

I/?,  When  they  lay  weight  upon  the  place  where  it 
is  performed,  as  if  it  were  more  holy  and  acceptable 
to  God,  and  beneficial  to  men,  in  one  place  than  an- 
other ;  whereas  all  difference  of  places  is  taken  away 
under  the  gofpeL  That  is  fuperftition  to  think  pray- 
ing and  preaching  more  holy  and  profitable  in  a  kirk 
(han  a  barn,  e^^.  or  on  a  hill-fide  than  in  the  church* 

2^/y,  When  men  lay  an  unwarranted  weight  on 
ifheir  bodly  pofture  in  worfliip,  carrying  thefe  things 
lurther  than  Qod  requires  in  his  word.  Much  is  made 
pf  thefe  external  gefl.ures,  efpecially  where  there  is 
|eaft  religion,  as  in  the  churches  of  England  and 
."strhcre  thefe  ^eftures  are  fo  appointed  ^nd  naul* 
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tiplied,  that  it  makes  God's  worfhip  look  very  unlike 
that  gravity  required  of  Chriftians  in  the  worfliip  of 
God.  So  men  may  be  guilty,  as  thinking  prayer 
with  their  knees  on  the  ground  more  acceptable  thaa 
on  a  cufhion,  their  knees  bare  than  covered,  cir*^. 

^dly^  Tying  the  worfliip  of  God  to  certain  acci- 
dents, as  to  pray  when  one  fneezeth,  and  fay, 
God  blefs.  This  is  originally  a  HeatheniQi  cuftom. 
Sneezing  was  fo  much  obferved  among  them,  that  it 
came  at  length  to  be  accounted  a  god ;  and  it  was 
their  ufual  prayer,  when  one  fneezed,  God  fafe. 

j\thly^  Laying  weight  upon  inftruments  adminiftra- 
tors  of  ordinances,  as  if  they  were  of  more  efficacy 
being  adminiftered  by  one  than  another  having  the 
fame  divine  miffion,  and  adminiftering  them  accor- 
ding to  the  fame  inftitution  of  Chrift. 

Sthly^  Laying  an  unwarrantable  weight  on  fuch  a 
number  of  prayers,  and  reading  fuch  a  number  of 
chapters,  and  hearing  fuch  a  number  of  fermons. 
And  in  a  word,  laying  weight  on  any  thing  about 
God's  worfliip  where  God  has  laid  none. 

Lafily,  All  additions  and  inventions  of  men  in  God's 
\i^orfliip  and  ordinances,  Deut.  xii.  ult.   With  thefe  the 
worfliip  and  ordinances  of  God  are  mightily  corrupt 
cd  in  fome  churches.     All  thefe  are  here  forbidden  : 
As, 

i/?.  The  five  facraments  the  Papifts  have  added  un- 
to the  two  appointed  by  Chrift ;  a^  orders,  penance, 
marriage,  confirmation,  and  extreme  unftion. 

2dly^  The  apocryphal  books  they  have  added  to 
the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

^dly^  The  officers  in  the  church  that  the  Papifts 
have  added  to  thofe  appointed  by  Chrift,  popes,  cardi- 
nals, patriarchs,  &c.  and  which  with  them  Prelatifts 
have  added,  archbilhops,  bi/hops,  deans,  cdrr. 

4/A/y,  The  holidays  they  have  added  to'  the  Lord's 
day.  . 

Lajlly^  The  heap  of  infignificant  ceremonies  where- 
with the  worfliip  of  Gpd  is  burthcned  in  Popery,  and 
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in  the  church  of  England.  Thcfc  arc  inventions  of 
men,  moft  of  which  the  Engliih  fervicc-book  has  bor- 
rowed from  Papifts,  who  had  many  of  them  from 
the  Pagans* 

The  patrons  of  falfe  worihip,  whether  idolatrous 
or  fuperllitious,  have  a  fpecial  refpeft  to  their  own  in- 
ventions, becaufe  they  are  their  own,  Pfal.  cvi.  39. 
and  go  about  to  impofe  them  on  others,  under  the 
pretence  of  their  being  delivered  to  them  from  great 
and  good  men,  Matth.  xv.  2.  9.  their  antiquity,  i  Pet. 
i.  18.  cuftom,  Jen  xliv.  17.  devotion.  If.  Ixv.  5,  good 
intent,  i  Sam.xv.  21.  But  what  we  call  for  is  di- 
vine warrant.  Who  hath  required  thefe  things  at  your 
hands  ?  There  are  feveral  ways  how  people  may  be 
guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  command  with  refpecl  to 
a  falfe  religion  and  worihip. 

1.  The  tolerating  of  it  by  thofe  who  have  power 
to  fupprefs  it.  Rev.  ii.  14. 

2.  By  devifing  it,  Numb.  xv.  39. 

3.  By  counfelling  to  follow  ity  Deut.  xiii.  6.  7,  8. 

4.  By  commanding  it,  Hof.  v.  11. 

5.  By  ufing  it,  i  Kings  xi.  33, 

6.  Lajlly^  By  any  wife  approving  of  it. 

Let  us  abhor  the  idolatry  of  Popery,  and  the  fu* 
perftitions  of  the  church  of  England,  which,  they  had 
from  the  Papifts,  and  would  fain  impofe  on  us,  re- 
membering that  God's  command  difcharges  all  inven- 
tions of  men  in  his  worfhip,  and  our  covenants,  par- 
ticularly the  national  covenant,  whereby  we  are  moft 
cxprefsly  bound  againft  them  ^. 

*  In  the  author's  manufcript  the  following  paragraph  is  immediate* 
ly  fubjoined,  a?/«. 

**  Having  fpoke  of  the  irreligion  and  falfe  worihip,  idolatry,  and 
faperftition  forbidden  in  this  command,  the  fnares  and  danger  of  oor 
day  oblige  me  to  be  a  little  more  particular,  (for  the  glory  of  God, 
the  inlereft  of  your  fouls,  and  the  exoneration  of  my  own  con- 
fcience,  whatever  thefe  prefent  confufions  may  end  in),  in  making 
the  native  application  of  my  text  againil  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
the  church  of  England,  who  have  both  of  them,  the  one  as  cbe 
mafttr^  and  the  other  as  the  fcholar,  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  art 
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I  fliall  ihut  up  all  with  laying  before  you,  in  a  few 
words,  the  reafons  annexed  to  this  command. 

1.  God's  fovereignty .  over  us,  /  the  Lord.  So  he 
has  the  folc  power  and  authority  to  appoint  the  laws 
and  ordinances  by  which  we  muft  be  governed  in  his 
worihip  and  fervice ;  and  for  others  to  take  it  upon 
them,  is  an  invading  of  his  fovereignty,  which  wc 
muft  by  no  means  own,  Jer.  vii.  31. 

2.  His  propriety  in  us,  ^hy  God.  Therefore  we 
muft  not  go  a-whoring  after  our  own  or  others  in- 
ventions, which  alienate  the  heart  from  God,  but 
muft  keep  ourfelves  undefiled  with  thefe  things,  as  a 

dF  making  to  themfelves  in  the  worihip  of  God  :  A  iinfol  art  for* 
bidden  by  this  command.  The  inventions  of  both  are  already  fet  up 
in  our  land,  and  many  have  gone  a-whoring  after  them,  and  the  po« 
rity  of  ordinances  in  this  church  is  in  hazard  of  being  fwallowed  up 
by  the  one  or  the  other  at  this  day.  And  indeed  the  Englifh  fervice 
is  fo  far  Roman,  that  if  our  enemies  find  as  not  difpofed  to  take  on 
:he  blackneis  of  Popery  at  firft  dalh,  it  may  ferve  to  prepare  '.us  for 
t,  as  a  dip  in  the  blue  vat  prepares  cloth  to  take  on  jet  black. 
Therefore  1  (hall,  (i.)  Confider  the  Englifh  liturgy,  (z.)  Popery, 
IS  it  is  particularly  abjured  in  our  national  covenant;  under  which 
larticulars  of  Popery  we  will  find  Prelacy  and  ceremonies  alio  rejeded 
ind  abjured." 

The  preparer  of  this  work  for  the  prefs  would  have  willingly  in- 
erted  what  the  author  faid  on  both  thefe  fubjedts ;  but  the  manu- 
cript,  on  examination,  was  found  imperfe<^,  especially  in  the  article 
elating  vo  the  Englifli  liturgy;  and  quite  illegible  in  feveral  places  ' 
elating  to  the  other  head.  So  that  he  has  been  obliged,  though  re* 
ti^Uotly,  to  drop  both.  He  (hall  only  fubjoin  what  the  author  ad*" 
'aiiccd  after  his  explication  of  the  national  covenant,  as  follows. 

**  Now,  upon  the  whole,  I  (hall  put  yoa  in  mind  of  two  things 
learly  following  from  w|iat  is  faid.  .    ^*  - 

*\  I.  That  church  in  Scotland  which  owns  and  maintains  the 
loArine  contained  in  the  large  confeifion  of  faith  of  the  xhorCh 
»f  Scotland,  deteits  and  abhors  the  errors  and  corruptions  ab*. 
ared  in  the  fhort .  confefiion  pr  national  covenant,  both  with  fe^ 
pcfit  to  dodtrine  and  difcipline,  is  the  fame  government  or  difci- 
>liiie9  to  wity  Pre(by terial  government,  which  is  fvyorn  to  therein^ 
ve  ought  by  the  covenant  to  join  ourfelves  unto,  and  keep  com- 
nunion  with,  not  only  in  hearing  the  word  preached,  but  in.  the 
lie  of  the  holy  facraments.  But  fuch  is  the  prefent  e(labli(hed 
:lburch  of  Scotland.     And  our  fejparatifts  *  cannot,  nor  can  the  world 

•  ♦  The  author  means  the  Old  Dif&ntcrs,  t;h^  followers  of  Mr 
Wacmillan.  ^ 

-  Vol.  II.  3  T 
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cbaftc  wife  holJing  by  her  hufband,  who  will  ndticT 
be  a  whore  nor  behave  like  one,  Hof.  ix,  i.  Beuuie 
he  13  our  God  (I  mean),  we  muft:  neither  be  Idohlen 
Dor  fuperftitious,  fyiuboHQng  with  idolaters. 

3.  The  zeal  he  hatU  to  his  owa  worihip:  /—a 
jealous  God,  vifiting  the  intquUy  of  the  fathers  upon  ik 
tbildreti,  &c.  Zeal  or  jealoufj^  is  an  affeiftioo  of] 
huftand,  whereby  he  can  endure  no  partner  in  liii 
wfc's  love,  but  is  highly  incenfed  againft  it,  if  Mjf 
fucli  thing  tlicre  be.  So  the  Lord  is  fpecially  dil- 
pleafed  with  all  falfe  worQiip  as  fpiritual  whoredom, 
and  has  fucii  a  peculiar  regard  to  the  matter  of  bis 
worihip,  that  it  is  a  moft  dangerous  thing  to  makei 
Wrong  ftcp  in  it.  Lev.  s.  i.  a-  This  zeal  appein, 
(l.)  In  his  accounting  the  breakers  of  this  commad 
haters  of  him,  though  idolaters  and  Tuperftitious  per- 
fons  pretend  highly  to  love  and  honour  him,  andtireat- 
ening  to  punifh  them  to  tne  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion, bttjuk  lo  long  men  may  m^y  live  and  feetliEiQ' 

ihew,  ihat  cur  doflrine  and  dikipilne  is  any  other.  But  ibey  vitii 
inipole  upon  m  cilur  term's  uf  commumon  than  what  are  lonliind 
in  l\\\>  Di.r  lUTicnil  corenani,  which  is  the  bond  to  knit  eogetiBlh 
nienibrrs   of   tne   thurch   of   Scoiland.     And    10    withdiawii     '"" 

thecowmunion  of  ilus  church  ii  a  palpable  breach  ot   this  a. ._ 

Ani  if  men  v.iil  pntcnd  that  ihey  ^.r^  bound  up  from  thedarrf 
ti'ii  covcii^^nt  by  any  fabfequtiu  naih;,  aft;,  or  engagemcBts rtit 
iiever,  that  is  the  fin  of  cuverani-.brtaking  with  u  wjtnefs,  caki|i{ 
ore  engagement  to  elude  a  prior  folenin  en^.igemeot,  whick  am 
be  loojed. 

■'  z.  P  prry,  PieU.rv,  cctemonifs,  ai.d  prrfanene's,  as  I 
frriiiddeti  in  inc  wurd  of  God,  fn  ihsy  are  by  this  covenaDl  a 
thii.gj  in  th;s  thuich,  to  be  rejected  and  drtefted,  as  we  wcuUm 
biinjr  the  curie  of  il.c  covtninc  upon  ui.  The  LorJ  has  woodcrfi^ 
ov.ned  this  covpiianlcd  *!,-■: tiuficfurmaiion,  and  it  h^s  beenabuJff 
JoineRoiie  that  1..=  crult.cd  mjnv,  nho  have  fee  themfelocs  toi^ 
out  ot  the  way.  The  building  up  of  thofe  things  call  down  b/il 
has  bvcn  to  lonre  ;is  ihc  icbu;iding  of  Jericho  to  nini  that  undctvA 
that  *oik,  on  «har;,  a  curie  w^i  emailed.  It  has  been  witd** 
u.ito  by  theiM-. ,  ;:■..-  I  )   ■:.-.!,  -r.d  relifting  even  unto  blood,  bf* 

.Lord's  witnti",.       .  .;--.ole  tair.er  to  lofe  thL-ir  livtj  Al- 

io quii  it.      i\i'-.  -      -    ■^■  :i  ioot-llrokc  is  gn-al.      Ye  fcr  •*■ 

i.yourdut;,   u-  ,■...■  ,:..r     cr  n;ay  be.      Let  us  labour  fof f^ 

I^  Ct  Ij\liilj\  uniji.hiiai;jtl',  \:..l  He  may  receive  the  .:rJwao/lite' 
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felves  punifhed  in  their  children.  Not  that  God  pro- 
perly punlflies  cne  for  another's  fin  ;  but  that  from  the 
parents  fin  he  often  takes  occafion  to  punifh  children 
for  their  own  fins,  and  fuch  their  parents  fins  oftimes 
are  by  imitation,  or  fome  way  approving  of  them. 
(2.)  In  his  accounting  the  obfervers  of  this  command 
fuph  as  love  him,  and  promifing  mercy  unto  them  to 
n^any  generations,  even  thoufands  of  theirs  after  them. 


f5*^' 
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Exodus  xx,  7. 

^houjhalt  nojt  lake  th^  natne  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ; 
for  the  Lord  will  not  bold  him  guiltl(fs  that  taketb  his 
name  in  vain* 

AS  the  firft  conimand  refpecls  the  objeft  of  wor- 
(hip,  an4  the  fecond  the  means,  {o  this  third 
|iath  refpeft  to  the  right  manner  pf  worlhip.  In  the 
i?vords  there  are  two  things. 

I.  The  command.  Thou  /halt  not  take  the  name  of 

jhe  Lord  thy  God  in  vain.     It  is  exprelfed  negatively, 

to  ftrike  into  men  the  greater  awful  reverence  of  thac 

glorious  and  great  naiiie.     Now,   as  men  by  their 

*Uames  are  known,  and  diftingujfhed- one  from  ano- 

,  ther,  fo  by  the  name  of  God  we  are  to  underftand 

generally,  \yhatfoever  it  is  whereby  God  makes  him- 

lelf  known,   which   we   learn   from   lys   word   and 

•  works.     For  no  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time^  John  i. 

18.  nor  do  w^  know  an^  thing  of  him,  bu(  what  he 

Jias  been  fo  pleafed  to  reveal  of  bimfelf.      So  that 

pod  being  thus  revealed  unto  us,  the  fcope  of  this 

command  is  to  bind  upon  ,us  a  holy  reverence  of  him 

fo  far  as  he  has  revealed  hin[\(elf  to  us^ 

To  take  this  name  in  vain,  fignifies,  (i.)  To  a  lie, 
or  falfely.  God  is  a  God  of  truth ;  and  his  name 
n^ufjj  not  b?  any  wife  interpofed  to  falfehood^  a§  thev 
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do  who  father  their  own  lies  on  him,  or  call  him  to  wit- 
nefs  to  a  lie  in  fwearing  falfely.  (2.)  In  vain  ;  God  is 
great,  and  we  muft  not  ufe  his  name  in  thought,  word, 
or  writing,  lightly  without  juft  caufe,  raihly  without 
reverence,  or  unprofitably  to  no  good  purpofe,  God's 
honour,  the  good  of  ourfelves  or  others,  and  much 
lefs  contumelioufly  and  wickedly,  as  in  cprfing  and 
blafpheming. 

The  politive  part  is  implied,  wz,  That  we  muft 
hallow  the  name  of  God,  treat  it  holilyand  reverent- 
Jy,  If.  viii.  1 5.  interppfing  it  only  to  trqth,  whereof 
he  is  the  author,  and  that  upon  his  own  call,  with  re- 
verence,  for  his  hpnour^  and  the  good  of  ourfelves 
and  others. 

2.  The  reafon  annexed  to  this  command,  far  the 
Lord  will  not  bold  him  guiltlefi  that  taketh  bis  nam 
in  vain.     Where  obferve, 

(i).  The  evil  threatened  againft  the  breakers  of  this 
command.  The  Lord  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs^  Two 
things  are  remarkable  here,  (i.)  In  that  it  is  faid, 
J  he  Lord  will  not*  hold  them  guilt  lefs  j  it  iipplies,  th<^t 
profaners  of  God's  name  niany  times  hold  tbemfelves 
guiltlefs.  They  abqfe  God's  name,  and  then  wipe 
their  mouths,  and  fay  they  have  not  finned.  Men 
hold  them  guiltlefs,  they  efcape  punifiiipent  from 
men ;  but  while  both  themf<#ves  and  others  let  the 
plea  fleep,  God  will  awaken  it,  and  take  the  quarrd 
in  his  own  hand.  (2.)  In  that  it  is  faid.  The  Lfirdmll 
not  hold  them  guiltjejsy  more  is  meant  than  is  expreffed, 
vi^*  that  God  %yill  feverely  puniih  the  profaning  of 
his  name.  The  lefs  they  think  of  it,  God  will  think 
the  more  of  it,  and  men  ihall  find  peculiar  fevere  re« 
fentments  of  this  fin  from  a  highly-provoked  God, 
They  will  find,  that  thp*  it  lies  far  from  their  hearts, 
yet  it  touches  ^  holy  God  near, 
'  (^.)  How  particular  the  threatening  is.  Hold  him 
guiltlefs  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain*  The  fin  i$  re- 
peated in  the  threatening,  to  fhew  the  hainoufncfi 
ff  it.  how  ill  God  takes  it  to  have  his  name  taken 
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in  vain.  And  though  it  be  a  common  iin,  yet  non^ 
ihali  be  hid  or  efcape  amongft  the  multitude  of  crimi- 
nals, but  God  will  bring  out  this  man  and  that  man, 
even  every  man  that  is  a  profaner  of  his  n^me,  and 
judge  hiip  as  particuhrly,  and  puni^i  him  as  feverely, 
.  as  if  there  were  but  one  man  in  the  fault.  And  though 
fome,  by  their  being  fet  above  others  in  the  world^ 
think  they  may  take  a  latitude  in  this  fin,  yet  be  the 
man  who  he  will,  him  will  God  punifh  for  it,:  were  he 
the  greateft  on  earth,  he  ihall  know  that  his  tongue 
is  not  his  own,  but  that  Jehovs^h  is  Lord  over  him. 

(3.)  IJow  peremptory  the  threatening  is.  Jt  is  not 
fimply  faid,  God  will  punifh  him  that  taketh  his  name 
in  vain,  but  God  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs.  Let  him 
jpot  think  to  ^fcape,  God  will  not  quit  his  honour  fo. 
His  glory  engages  him  to  refent  the  dilhonour  done 
to  his  name,  2^nd  the  abufer  of  it  Ihall  not  go  free. 
If  God's  name  be  profaned  by  him,  it  IhaU  be  glorified 
vpon  him  one  way  or  another. 

-     In  difcourfing  further  from  this  fubje(?t,  ihaU  ftew, 

I.  What  is  required  in  this  cqmipand. 

II.  What  is  forbidden  in  it. 

III.  The  reafon  ajnnexed  to  it, 
JV.  Make  fome  improvement. 

I.  I  am  to  fliew  what  is  required  in  the  third  com- 
fxiand.  It  ^*  requires  the  holy  and  reverent  ufe  of 
«^  God's  names,  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  words, 
#«  and  works."     And  here  I  fliall  fhew, 

1,  What  is  the  name  of  God  by  which  he  make$ 
fiimfelf  known,  which  is  to  be  hallowed  by  us. 

2.  What  is  our  duty  with  refpeft  to  this  glorioup 

•  name  in  all  the  parts  thereof, 

Firft^  I  Hull  fhew  what  is  the  name  of  God  by 

•  vbich  he  makes  himfelf  known,  which  is  to  b^  liallo\y- 
^d  by  us.     Under  this  are  comprehended^. 

I.  The  particular  names  that  God  takr;s  to  himfelf 
in  his  word,  as  Jehovah^  Lord^  God^  I  am^  &c.  Exod^ 
vi,  3.    And  whereas  he  is  one  Gc4  in  three  perfons. 
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we  take  in  here  the  names  (if  all  the  three,  the  Fa. 
thcr,  the  Son,  wlio  is  alfo  called  Jefus  Chrijlj  Iruma- 
nuel,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

2.  The  titles  of  God.  For  as  great  men  have  titles 
of  honour  whereby  they  are  diftinguiftied  from  o- 
thers,  fo  God  has  taken  certain  titles  to  himlblf,  as 
the  God  ef  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  Prsfcn-er  if 
men.,  Hsarer  of  prayer,  6cc,  So  the  three  perfons  in  the 
Trinity  have  titles.  The  Father  is  called  the  GoJ  rnil 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri ft,  &:c.  ;  the  Son,  Ki^tf 
iingSf  Lord  of  lords,  Head  of  the  church,  &c.  ;  and  [bf 
Spirit,  the  Comforter,  San^ifer,  See. 

3.  The  attributes  of  God,  that  is,  his  perfefliom 
and  properties,  whereby  he  is  difting^iflied  from  all 
the  creatures  ;  fuch  as  his  eternity,  unchangeablEueli, 
infinity,  omnifcience,  circ. ;  in  a  word,  all  the  glorious 
properties  of  the  divine  nature  common  to  all  tbe 
three  perfons.  Eacli  of  thefe  is  as  it  \vere  a  letter  of 
his  rtame,  Esod.  xxxiii.  19.  I  ivUl  proclaim  the  nam 
of  the  Lord  before  thee.  Chap,  sxxiv.  6.  7,  The  Lsrd'- 
froclaimed.  The  Lord,  The  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gra- 
cious, long-fuffering,  ond  abundant  in  goadnefs  andtmHi, 
keeping  mercy  for  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity,  did 
tranfgrejfion,  find  fin,  and  that  will  by  no  nuans  clear 
the  guilty.  And  happy  they  that  can  believingly 
read  thi;;  name. 

4.  The  ordinances  of  God.  Thefe  are  his  name 
tvhich  he  is  known  in  the  world,  Micah  iv.  5.  w; 
l.uke  i.  6.  Such  are  prayer,  praife,  the  facrainenlJ, 
tb'c,  oaths,  for  fweariug  by  the  name  of  God  when 
we  are  duly  called  thereto,  is  a  part  of  religious  WQ^ 
Clip,  and  a  very  folemn  and  awful  ordinance  of  God, 
Deut.  X.  20.  So  are  lots  an  ordinance  of  God,  wherft 
in  the  decifion  of  any  thing  is  cniiimitted  to  diviac 
providence,  and  thereby  Ciod  makes  his  will  known* 
I'rov.  xvi.  ^^.  Acts  i.  z-f.  26. 

5.  His  word,  which  we  have  in  the  holy  fcripturo, 
P(al,  cxxxviii.  2.  This  is  to  be  re;id  by  us,  preach 
apd  heard,  thit  wc  may  thereby  know  our  Qpdj  (K 
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therein  is  his  name  unfolded,  both  in  the  law  and  in 
the  gofpel,  which  are  the  two  parts  thereof. 
.  6.  Laftly^  His  works.  By  thefd  is  he  known  ;  viz. 
his  works  of  creation,  Pfal.xix.  i.  and  of  providence, 
whether  of  mercy.  Acts  xiv-  17.  or  of  judgement, 
Pfal.  ix.  19- 

Secondly^  I  come  now  to  fliew  what  is  our  duty 
with  refpeft  to  this  glorious  name  in  all  the  parts 
thereof,^    We  may  take  it  up  in  thefc  two  things. 

1.  We  are  to  ufe  it  in  all  the  parts  thereof  as  we 
ire  called.  God  has  laid  it  before  us  for  our  ufe,  and 
•we  ought  to  take  it  up.  This  is  plainly  implied  in  the 
command,  not  to  take  it  in  vain  :  for  (obferve)  there 
is  a  great  difference  betwixt  the  orders  heaven  gives 
concerning  the  name  of  other  gods,  and  the  name  of 
the  true  God,  Exod.  xxiii.  1 3.  Make  no  mention  of  the 
names,  of  other  gods^  neither  let  it  be  heard  out  of  thy 
mouth  ;  compared  with  this  command.  Thou  fkalt  not 
take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain*  And  indeed 
when  God  gives  us  his  names,  titles,  attributes,  ordi- 
nances, word,  and  works,  if  we  ufe  them  not,  we 
take  them  in  vain,  2  Cor.  vi.  i.  Now,  there  arc 
three  ways  how  we  may  be  faid  to  ufe  this  name. 

ly?,  In  thought,  whether  by  fimple  conceiving  of  it 
and  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  or  by  fettled  meditation 
upon  it.  Thus  we  are  to  take  up  the  name  of  God 
into  our  minds,  thinking  and  meditating  upon  his 
bames,  titles,  attributes,  &c.  And  thus  that  que- 
ilion.  What  is  his  name  ?  Prov.  xxx.  4.  may  be  our 
continual  ftudy,  our  every  day's  leffon  ;  and  it  will 
Cerve  us  to  learn  as  long  as  we  are  in  the  world  ;  and 
no  wonder,  for  it  is  what  the  faints  in  heaven  are 
learning,  and  will  learn  through  eternity.  This  is  our 
duty,  and  would  be  a  moft  profitable  ftudy,  being  a 
great  part  of  the  life  of  faith,  whereby  the  foul  feeds 
on  God  himfelf. 

^dly^  In  words,  whether  by  fpcaking  of  it,  or 
writing  of  it.  And  thus  we  are  to  take  it  up  in  our 
lips  and  pens.     The  firft  is  the  duty  of  all  j  the  fe- 
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cond  of  fome  only  whom  God  calls  and  has  fitted 
thereunto,  as  he  did  the  prophets,  apoftles,  and  o- 
thcrs,  who  by  their  writings  have  been  ufeful  topir- 
ticular  perfoiis,  or  to  the  church  of  God.  To  fpeakoE 
God  is  the  great  end  of  fpeech  that  is  given  to  man, 
made  to  be  the  mouth  of  the  creation  ;  and  therefore 
our  tongue  is  called  our  glory,  by  which  we  ought  to 
contribute  to  the  difplaylng  of  the  glory  of  Godia 
his  names,  titles,  ^c. 

idly.  In  deeds  ;  and  fo  we  are  to  take  up  this  holr 
name  in  our  practice,  making  confcience  of  the  pnc- 
tice  of  the  duties  enjoined  in  God's  word  and  ordi- 
nances, praying,  reading,  hearing,  communicatins, 
fwearing  by  his  name,  when  in  a  lawful  oath  duly 
called  thereto,  ^c.  Jhus  a  praftical  profeffion  of 
religion  as  well  as  a  verbal  profeffion  is  a  duty  of  this 
command.     And, 

(i.^  A  verbal  profeffion  is  neceffary  at  fome  times; 
that  IS,  when  we  are  by  the  providence  of  God  called 
thereunto,  to  give  a  teflimony  unto  the  truth,  i  Pet. 
iii.  15.  For  then  it  is  alked  as  it  were.  By  wliaC 
name  are  we  called?  and  then  we  niuft  not  be  i- 
fhamed  of  our  Father  before  men,  but  meekly  tho' 
boldly  declare  it  even  in  words,  Horn.  x.  10,  and  fo 
take  up  his  name  before  the  world  ;  owning  his  namei, 
incommunicable  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  ire. 

(a.)  A  real  or  practical  profeflioo  is  neceffary  at  all 
times,  Rev.  siv.  i.  having  our  Father's  name  written 
in  our  foreheads.  That  is,  we  mufl  not  only  be,  bat 
give  out  ourfelves  in  our  way  and  carriage  to  be  the 
iervants  of  God,  following  the  duties  of  religion, 
whereby  we  are  difiinguilhed  from  tJie  world  tbit 
have  no  profcHion ;  and  fo  profeffing  his  name  in  tbc 
i'evcral  parts  thereof. 

Three  things  make  this  threefold  ufe  of  the  name ' 
of  God  neceffary. 

[i,]  The  glory  of  God,  I  Cor.  x.  31.  Lev.  x.  3.; 
for  by  his  name  he  iias  made  his  glory  fhliie;  but  if 
we  ufe  it  not,  we  do  what  in  us  lies  to  put  that  gloiy 
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und^r  a  bafheL      Whereas  for  his  honour  we  ibK^uId 
ufe  it  in  all  the  parts  thereof. 

.  [2.]  Our  own  good,  Jer^f  xxxii.  39.  Thfe  name 
of  God  is  good  at  all  times,  but  efpacially  in  a 
time  of  trouble,  Prov.  xviii.  10.  T^he  name  of  the 
Lsrd  is  a  ftrong  tower  :  the  righteous  runneth  into  it, 
and>  is  fafe.  Every  part  of  his  name  is  a  fecrst 
chamber,  where  a  believer  may  feed,  feaft,  and  be 
fafe  in  the  worft  of  times.  His  names  and  titles 
are  cordials  to  a  fainting  foul ;  his  attributes  are  a  ma- 
gazine of  comfort,  and  a  fountain  of  fulnefs  for  all 
vrants ;  his  ordinances  are  breads  of  confolations,  his 
vrord  is  a  good  heritage,  and  his  works  are  full  of" 
wonder,  declaring  what  a  great  and  good  God  he  is« 
•..  [^3.3  The  good  of  others.  It  is  a  great  kindnefs  to 
a  blinded  world  to  take  up  this  name  in  our  lips  and 
lives.  It  is  like  the  pouring  out  of  ointment,  and 
breaking  of  fpices,  that  they  may  find  the  fragrant 
fmell,  and  defire  to  be  partakers,  John  iv.  We 
Ibould  commend  his  names,  titles,  attributes,  ordi- 
nances, word,  and  works  to  others.  It  is  glory  to 
God,  good  for ,  us,  and  may  do  good  to  others. 
It  was  Chrifl's  work,  John  xvii.  26.  and  was  com- 
fortable to  him  when  going  out  of  the  world,  and 
would  be  fo  to  us  at  that  hour. 

Secondly^  We  are  tb  ufe  this  name  in  all  the  parts  of" 
it  holily  and  reverently,  whatever  'way  we  ufe  the 
.iame,  whether  in  thought,  word,  or  deed^    This  \^ 
.very  exteniive ;  but  there  are  three,  things  fpecially 
aimed  at  in  the  holy  and  reverent  ufe  of  bod's  namcr 

I.  The  uling  of  it  in  faith.  If  we  ufe  not  hi» 
names,  titles,  &c.  in  faith,  we  take  them  in  vain,. 
Heb.  xi.  6.  Rom.  xiv.  ult*  If  we  beUeve  not  his  be- 
ing what  his  names  and  titles  import,  our  giving 
them  to  him  is  but  hypocritical  compliment*  Do  wc 
call  htm  Hearer  of  prayer  I  let  us  be  fure  of  the  fdxlW 
of  it,  or  we  do  but  mock  God.  If  we  believe  noC 
his  word,  as  it  will  not  pleafe  him^  fo  it  will  not  pro- 

You  IL  I  U 
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fit  Uff,  Heb.  iv.  3.    Unbelief  makes  us  take  his  dame 
in  vain. 

2.  In  fear.  To  ufc  the  name  of  God  without  fear 
and  reverchce  of  his  Majefly,  is  to  abufe  it,  Dent. 
x.\viii.  58.  His  names  and  titles  are  dreadful,  tfao* 
Tweet.  I  may  fay  of  them  as  of  the  rings,  they  an 
fo  high  that  they  are  dreadful,  Ezek,  i.  iS.  His  at- 
tributes arc  fo  :  for  even  that  love,  mercy,  and  gratt 
towards  finncrs  comes  not  but  through  the  woudA 
made  in  the  fide  of  the  Mediator  by  the  fvvord  of 
juftice.  His  ordinances  need  nothing-  from  men  to 
"make  them  awful ;  in  tlieir  greateft  iimplicity  tbw 
have  an  imprefiion  of  divine  authority  on  them,  an^ 
God's  fpccial  prefeoce  in  them,  fufiitient  to  awe  the 
hearts  of  them  that  arc  not  blinded.  His  word  his 
peculiar  majsfty  in  it ;  and  the  meaneft  of  his  worfa 
bear  the  impreffion  of  a  divine  hand.  And  fiHllBt 
ufe  tliem  without  fear } 

3.  In  fmgtcneis  to  a  right  end  ;  not  for  no  end, 
carnd  Iclfiih  end,  fir  leia  a  wicked  end  ;  but  fortlti 
lionour  of  God,  the  good  of  ourfeives  and  others,  ll 
is  a  precious  trealiire  opened  untt>  linners  for  ihcirfr 
ternal  welfare,  not  to  be  lavilhed  out  to  no  good  p* 
pole,  but  for  the  higUeil  and  beft  ends.  So  ibt 
thefe  things  muft  be  rclerved  as  facred,  and  not  me* 
died  with  but  in  matters  ot  highell  importance.  Mm 
particularly, 

t/?,  We  mufl:  holily  and  reverently  ufe  his 
and  titles,  wiien  we  think,  fpcak,  or  any  \fayhMliSt 
them,  with  fiitli,  fear,  and  linglenefs,  having  a  lialf 
diead  and  awe  of  his  M.ijeii;)  on  our  Ipirits,  as  bffif 
ving  him  to  be  what  he  calls  hinifelf,  Jcr.  v.  32. 34 
looking  on  him  as  his  name  is  high  above  all. 

zdly.  We  mufl  hoiily  and  reverently  ufc  his  albf' 
butes,  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  them  in  a  reveW* 
and  ipiritual  manner,  and  making  fuch  ule  of  tW 
for  our  own  particular  caic,  and  the  cafe  of  othcn^9 
the  revealing  oi  them  is  deiigned  for,  otherwife  * 
ufe  them  in  vaioj  Pial.  cxkx.  -^.  2  Cur.  v.  11. 
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5.  jrf/j^,  We  muft  holily  aird  reverently  ufe  his  ordi* 
fiances,  goin^i^  about  all  of  them  in  the  right  manner; 
^.  praying  in  the  Spirit,  ftnging  with  grace  in  the  heart, 
^  making  melody  unto  the  Lord ;'  preaching  or  hearing 
^.  10  faith^  communicating  worthily  with  grace,  and 
,^  grace  in  exercife,  &c.  In  a  word,  it  requires  all  to 
•'  be  done  id  the  Ordinances  after  the  right  manner, 
^  JPartfcularly, 

^.  (i.)  We  muft  tjfe  God's  name  holily  and  reverently 
:,ifian  oath*  When  ^the  oath  being  lawful,  and  we 
I  arc  called  to  it  by  authority,  we  fwear  in  truths  in 
^iudgementj  and  in  rigbteoufnefs^  Jer,  iv,  2. 

[i.J  In  truth;  which  implies,  i.)  That  the  thing 

\rhc  truth  in  itfclf  which  we  fweir  to,  otherwife  we  call 

God  to  witnels  to  a  lie.     2.)  That  we  be  perfuaded 

;  in  our  coqfcience»  that  it  is  truth.     So  that  here  is 

^  required  an  agreeoaent  of  bur  words  with  the  truth  of 

'  the  thing  fworn,  and  an  agreement  of  our  mindti 

with  our  words,  Pfal.  xv.  2;     g,)  That  it  be  without 

fraud  or  deceit,  whereby  afll  equivocations  or  mental 

Tcfervations  are  to  be  far  from  oaths,  as  we  would  not 

{frofane  that  facred  i^ame ;  and  the  intent  of  the  tm^ 

pofer  is  to  be  regarded. 

"  [[2.3  In  judgement;  which  implies,  i.)  That  we 
muft  underftand  the  thing  we  fwear,  that  it  be  not 
dubious  and  perplexed,  fw^^aring  we  know  not  what, 
^.)  That  we  underftand  th6  nature  of  ^tk  oath,  viz, 
that  we  thereby  fbleoEinly  Call  God  to  witnefs  to  the 
truth  of  what  we  affert  or  promife,  and  to  judge  uji 
according  to-  the  truth  or  faifehood  of  what  we  fwear. 
^nd  therefore,  3.)  That  it  be  gone  about  with  a  due 
Icar  apd  reveren(:e  of  God  on  our  fpirit,*  as  knowing 
it  is  God  we  have  to  do  with.  Hence  the  righteous 
jlkan  is  represented  as  one  that  feareth  an  oath, 

[3.]]  Iq  righteoufnefs ;  which  inxpJies,  r.)  That  thq 
thing  we  fwear  be  Jawfu;l  and  jull  \  for  an  oath  is 
^buied  when  it  is  made  a  bojid  of  iniquity ;  and  fo 
that  the  thing  be  polfijMe,  and  in  our  power.  2.)  Tha| 
k  be  fo/  good  ends,  iiiz^  that  Go4  be  gloiificdj^  JoUa* 

3  y  ? 
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vii.  19.  our  neighbour  fjtisBed,  aiid  c  'atmverfy  end- 
ed»  Ht-b.  vi.  16.  our  own  inni>cen(y  cleared,  Exnd. 
Kxii.  II.  irt.  3.)  That  we  mind  well  and  finnly  re- 
iblve  to  perftirni  it. 

(5.)  In  Lits  God's  name  is  holily  and  revereolly 
ufed,  when, 

[i.]  They  are  ufed  in  a  matter  of  weight ;  for  tbt 
end  ot  tliem  is  the  Ijuie  with  that  of  an  oath,  Pron 
sviii.  18.  And  the  nature  of  them  is  not  unlike,  fee- 
ing an  appeal  to  God's  decifion,  Prov.  xvi.  ^j.  And 
fo  we  find  they  are  weighty  cafes  in  fcripture  whut- 
in  tiity  .ire  ufed,  as  in  the  cafes  of  Jonah  and  Mit- 
thias. 

[2.3  When  llicy  are  neceffary,  and  the  matter  can- 
noi  uiherwife  be  decidtd  without  great  iocoovenieB* 
cics,  as  in  the  above  caies.  And  n:;iibn  teachej,  ibjt 
this  bfing  God's  decifion,  men  ought  not  witboa! 
great  necciEty  to  go  off  the  ordinary  roadt 

[5.]  When  men  eye  God  in  the  lot,  looktoliiffl 
for  ttie  decifion,  with  cjlting  on  his  nanic,  JonahL 
Acts  i. 

[4.3  When  the  matter  ig  fingly  given  up  to  Godi 
and  no  Ji&ud  or  trick  is  uled  to  caft  ihe  matter  tooW 
iide  rather  than  ano'hcr  ;  for  that  is  to  put  the  de- 
cifion firll  in  God's  hand,  and  then  to  take  it  out  > 
gain,  which  is  a  mocking  of  God. 

[5.3  Laftly,  When  with  due  reverence  that  is  ^^ 
ceivcd  which  tails  by  the  lot,  as  coining  from  thedfr 
termination  of  God.  * 

Were  thefe  things  duly  conCdered,  I  think  m* 
would  not  make  futh  u(c  ot'locting,  by  calling caveln 
drawing  cuts,  &c.  but  would  iatisly  thenifelvcsotiM* 
wi^e  many  times. 

^tbly.  We  niuil:  holily  and  reverently  ufc  the  word, 
thinking  of,  ipeakjng,  andheanngic  with  godly  far, 
Sti  the  woid  of   God,  and  that  we  may  obej  it. 

^thiy,  and  lajriy.  We  muil  holily  and  rcvercntlydc 
his  woika,  thinkmg  of,  Ipeaking  of,  and  ufingtheB 
10  the  honour  pt  Gcd^  our  own  ^nd  other?  \y?ifiBW 
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tsidorinp;  the  Author,  and  giving  him  the  praife  of  alK 
\  To  (hut  up  ally  we  do  thus  ufe  the  name  of  God, 
by  having  a  converfation  fuitable  to  that  great  and 
glorious  name  we  profefs  to  honour,  Phil,  i.  27,  For 
\ire  take  his  name  in  vain  when  our  practice  thwarts 
our  profellion  ;  for  that  makes  the  name  of  God  to  be 
blalpbemed,  Rom.  ii«  24. 

IL  I  proceed  to  flie w  what  is  forbidden  in  the  third 
command.ment.  It  ^^  forbids  all  pro^ning  or  abuiing 
•**  of  any  thing  whereby  God  makes  himfelf  known.'* 

This  command  is  broken  two  ways, 

1.  By  not  ufing  the  name  of  God  as  is  required, 
IVIaK  ii.  2.  So  as  many  duties  as  are  required,  io  ma« 
ny  (ins  there  are  in  omitting  thefe  duties.  Hence  this 
command  is  broken  by  our  not  hallowing  and  gIori« 
fying  God's  name,  by  not  taking  up  the  name  of 
Ood  into  our  minds,  lips,  and  lives.  We  contraA 
guilt  againft  this*  command  by  not  thinking  and  me- 
xlitating  on  God  titles,  attributes,  &c. ;  not  fpeaking 
of  them  for  the  glory  of  God,  our  own  and  the  good 
of  others ;  not  writing  of  it  when  men  are  gifted  for 
it,  and  have  a  real  call  to  do  it.  So  aifo  by  not  ma- 
king a  profeilion  of  religion ;  a  real  profeffion  at  all 
times ;  a  verbal  profeffion  when  men  are  by  provi- 
dence called  thereto.  Not  uiing  God's  ordinances, 
particularly  it  is  a  fin  againft  this  command,  to  refufe 
an  oarb  touching  what  is  good  and  juft,  when  duly 
called  thereunto,  tor  in  all  thefe  caies  there  is  a  ne- 
glect of  the  duty  of  glorifying  God's  name  enjoined 
m  this  command. 

2.  By  profaning  or  abufing  of  the  name  of  God ; 
that  is,  any  thing  whereby  God  makes  himfelf  known. 
This  is  the  great  fin  forbidden  in  this  command ;  ^ 
bitter  root  that  fpreads  itfelf  out  with  many  branches, 
)n  fpeaking  to  it,  I  fhall  {hew, 

I.  The  more  plain  and  palpable  profanations  of  thai 
l^pljf  qanoe  forbidden  in  this  coipm^nd^ 
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a.  Ottter  ways  bcrw  the  Lord's  n^tne  is  (tbufed aad 
taken  in  viin. 

Firj},  I  am  to  fhew  the  more  ptatn  zad  papable  pn* 
failahons  of  that  holy  name  forbidden  ia  this  coai' 
mand.  The  name  u£  God  is  plainly  and  palpih^ 
abutcd, 

I.  When  it  is  ufed  ignorantly,  as-  it  tvas  by  tbeVt 
thcnians,  whom  the  apoftle  Paul  charges  witlj  worihi)!' 
tringGdd  ignoianlly,  Aclsxviit.  j  3-  And  of  thiiiH 
thoie  that  arc  ignorant  of  God,  Ghlift,  and  the  wi)4 
f^lvation,  cannot  but  be  guilty,  when  they  doatallnft 
that  holy  name :  for  as  no  man  can  work:  right  in  ttiB 
dark,  ia  the  darknefs  of  ignorance  cm  the  foul  utterly 
unfits  it  to  glorify  the  name  of  God.  And  in  tfhit 
pieahire  foever  that  culpable  ignorance  lies  on  us,  lb 
for  are  we  guilty  in  that  cafe.  How  is  the  naaie  of 
God  abufed  by  ignorant  perfons,  while  they  meDfton 
the  name  of  they  know  nut  whom,  and  ipeak  of  {lin 
they  know  not  what  ?  They  will  call  God  their  God, 
who  know  not  the  nature  of  that  God,  the  covenjni 
of  grace,  or  the  way  how  he  becomes  ours.  Thty 
■will  call  Chrift  their  iwect  Saviour,  while  they  knM 
not  who  he  is,  nor  are  acquainted  with  his  falvitiMt 
They  will  call  his  Spirit  their  S:mctifier,  who  kiro* 
Oothing  of  Ills  llinctifying  operations  and  influencei. 

3.  When  it  is  ufed  vainly  and  irreverently,  that  it, 
lightly  and  raflily.  There  is  fo  little  of  God  is  tin 
hearts  of  many,  that  his  name,  that  dreadfni  naotft 
is  much  in  their  mouths  without  any  neceluty  or  rt 
verence  in  their  common  talk.  The  Jews  had  ii« 
great  thoughts  of  the  name  Jehovah,  that  they  wouM 
not  mention  it.  They  permit  not  their  children  W 
mention  the  name  of  GnJ  till  they  be  levcn  years  otfi 
If  the  Miliomclans  find  a  piece  of  paper  in  the  \*afi 
they  put  it  in  fnme  hole  of  a  wall  or  ib,  becauie  tM 
name  of  God  is  or  may  be  in  if.  But  alas!  anioD| 
Chriftians  it  is  much  ufed  in  vain  and  irrcv^rentlyt 
The  name  of  God  is  thus  profanedj  vainly  and  irrcvt- 
|-entJy  ufed,. 
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'  1/7,  By  e^itGlamatlons  in  %  way  of  foolifh  Wonder. 
It  is  fad  to  think  how  that  holy  name  is  profaned  by 
i-  men^  when  being  furprifed  to  fee  or  hear  fomcthing 
3!  they  wonder  at,  they  cry,  O  God!  O  Lord/  Gad  blejs 
!'  us^  fave  utj  guide  usj  }>av9  0  care  of  us  J  That  it  is 
lawful  to  pray  for  thefe  things,  none  doubts  But 
s  iuch  as  are  in  earneft  for  his  bleffing,  guidance^  &c^ 
I  wiH  fee  them  to  be  matters  of  fo  great  moment,  that 
\  when  they  are  to  fcek  them,  thpy  will  compofe  them-r 
i:  felyes  to  a  praying  frame,  and  lift  up  their  hands  witk 
\  their  hearts  to  the  heavens  for  them,  with  finglenefs, 
]  fear,  and  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  But  to  ufd 
:  this  holy  name,  to  give  a  vent  to  our  fooliib  pafl^ns^ 
:  is  horrible  proftitution  of  it. 

2dlj^  It  is  ufed  vainly  and  irreverently  in  thankfgi- 
▼ings  to  God  and  (klutations.  How  formally  and 
lightty  ^ilf  many  fay,  Ged  he  shanked j  Bfeffid  be  God^ 
'When  the  very  Ihcw  of  their  countenance  declares 
they  have  no  grateful  fenfe  of  God's  goodnefs,  nor 
reverence  of  him  on  their  fpirits  ?  So  God  ffeed  yau^ 
Cod  be  with  youj  ar€  good  prayers  indeed,  but  moftly 
ufed  fo  formally,  that  they  are  but  an  abuflng  of  that 
holy  name. 

jrf/y,  In  obfecratlons,  wherein  the  name  of  God  is 

interpofed  to  befeech  a  perfon  to  do  or  forbear  iuch  a 

thing.     They  are  very  good  when   in   matters   of 

vreight  they   are  gravely   and'  reverently   ufed,    as 

Kom.  xH.  i#  /  befeech  you  by  the  mercies  of  Godj  tbcit 

ye  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice^  holy^  accept^bk 

unto  God y  which  is  your  reafonable  fervice.     But  16  ufe 

them  in  fmatt  matters,  as  many  do,  entreating  for 

.  God*s  fake  or  God's  love  to  do  fo  and  fo^  is  but 

"abufing  that  holy  name.     Common  beggars  ate  very 

^ilty  this  way. 

^thly^  In  adjurations,  wherein  the  name  of  God  is 
interpofed  to  obKge  a  perfon  to  do  or  forb>^ar  fome* 
thing.  This  is  a  vei  y  Iblemn  piece  of  buiinels,  2  Tim. 
IV.  I.  and  may  very  fafcly  be  ufed  by  thofc  who  have 
authority  in  matters  of  weight ;  and  people's  fligb*- 
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ing  of  thofc  folemn  charges  given  by  mimftcrsor  o- 
thcr  fuperlors  fo,  is  very  fioml.  But  it  is  a  fin,  (i.) 
To  ufe  thefe  things  in  light  matters,  as  to  bid  one  do 
any  thing  we  are  little  concerned  about  in  God's 
name.  (2.)  And  although  any  perfon  may  pray  to 
God  againlt  deviU,  that  he  would  bind  them  up,  yet 
it  is  a  fin  for  any  who  have  not  the  gift  of  carting 
out  devils,  to  adjure  the  devil,  or  commaDd  him  ia 
the  name  of  God  to  go,  as  the  vagibond  Jews  dti^ 
Acts  xix.  13.  14. 

^tbly^  In  appeals  to  God.  We  find  the  faints  uBn? 
them  reverently  in  matters  of  weight,  as  the  aptftle 
Paul,  2  Cor.  xii,  2. ;  but  to  appeal  to  God  in  trifle, 
with  a  Gsd  inows,  &c.  is  abominable.  The  omairci- 
ence  of  God  ia  no  matter  of  fport.  To  appeal  lo 
God  in  trifles,  is  the  way  to  bring  down  the  judge- 
ment of  God  on  tJie  appellant.  The  ferious  thou^'ki 
of  GikI's  knowledge  may  make  the  beft  to  tremble, 
and  ftrike  alt  with  lb  much  awe  of  his  Majefty  as  n« 
to  make  a  by-word  of  it. 

3.  When  the  oLime  of  God  is  ufed  fuperftitioall^ 
1  Sim.  iv.  3.  4-  5.  Sj  to  name  the  naine  of  God  over 
difejfes,  or  aguinrt  the  devil,  as  if  the  very  mentio* 
ing  of  that  name  without  faith  in  him  would  do  the 
bulincfs.  So  is  that  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefusufei 
by  thofe  of  the  church  of  England,  a  fupcrliilioa 
abufe  of  thit  huly  name. 

4.  When  it  is  ufed  profanely  and  wickedly.  Uadtf 
this  may  be  comprehended, 

■[ji,  Protane  fwcariiig.  Swearing  is  an  holy  ordJ 
nance  appointed  by  G()d,  a  piece  of  mod  iblemnw* 
iliip,  wherein  we  invocate  God  as  our  witncfs  ani 
judge,  which  makes  common  iwejring  a  dreadful  filL 
It  is  twofold,  both  of  them  abounding  in  our  day. 

(i.)  Sweaiing  by  God  and  Chrilt.  How  do  niiiqr 
glory  in  their  hoirid  oaths,  wliich  may  make  one  tlut 
has  any  nonion  of  the  grcatncls  of  that  name  co  trcm* 
bic!  'ihey  have  a  God  to  fwcar  by,  but  not  10  WlJ^ 
^ip  and  ^ray  tu.     But  indeed  ic  is  wojuiding^  llut 
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there  fliould  be  others  who  will  both  pray  to  and  pro- 
fanely fwear  by  that  God,  Jam.  iii.  10. 

(2.)  Swearing  by  the  creatures.  The  Papifts  that 
worQiip  the  creatures,  no  wonder  they  fwear  by  them 
too,  as  by  the  holy  bread  in  thefacrament,  by  St  Mary. 
But  what  have  Proteftants  to  fay  for  fwearin,^  by 
them  ?  Tet  how  frequent  are  oaihs,  by  our  faith, 
troth,  foul,  confcience,  &.  ? .  The  mincing  of  thefe 
oaths  will  not  make  men  guiltlefs ;  yet  alas!  how  few 
are .  there  that  want  them,  Ha'thj  Faith j  Ha^d^ye^ 
Fa^tTye^  Mary  ?   This  fwearing  by  creatures  is, 

[!•]  Impious  idolatry,  giving  that  worihip  to  the 
creature  which  is  due  to  God  only,  Deut.  x.  lo. 
Swearing  is  an  invocatinc;  of  the  objeft  we  fweai;  by, 
to  be  witnefs  of  the  trutn  of  what  we  affirm  or  deny, 
and  fo  to  judge  and  punifli  us  if  we  fwear  falfely ; 
and  to  whom  can  this  belong  but  to  God  ?   Jer.  v.  7. 

[2.]  The  diihonour  redounds  to  God,  becaufe  thefc 
things  have  a  relation  to  God,  Matth.  v.  34,  37.  The 
[pul  is  his  creature,  confcience  is  his  depute,  truth  his 
L|niage,  &c.  Hezekiah  broke  the  brazen  ferpent  when 
the  people  abufed  it  to  idolatry.  Take  heed  God 
break  not  that  foul  of  thine  on  the-  wheel  of  his 
wrath* 

As  for  your  minced  oaths,  I  pray  you  confider, 
[i.)  That  they  are  at  leaft  an  appearance  of  evil, 
i  Theff.  V.  22.  (2.)  That  they  are  furely  idle  words, 
Matth.  xii.  36.  (3.)  Are  not  the  moft  ferious  Chri- 
[lians  confcientious  in  this  ?  Phil.  iv.  9.  (4.)  That  they 
ire  offenfive  to  the  ferious  godly,  Matth.  xviii.  6.  7. 
[5.)  That  they  muft  either  be  oaths,  or  they  have  no 
[enfe  at  all« 

^dly^  Sinful  imprecations  orcurfings,  whereby  peo- 
ple pray  for  fome  evil  againft  themfelves  or  others, 
whether  abfolutely  or  conditionally.  We  find  the 
faints  conditionally  imprecating  evil  againft  them- 
felves, as  in  the  cafe  of  clearing  themfelves  of  what 
they  are  wrongoufly  loaded  with,  Pfal.  lii.  3.  4.  5. 
And  in  this  we  may  imitate  them,  when  ia  matceis 

Vol.  II.  3  X 


Of  the  third  Csmmandment. 

of  weight  wc  are  duly  railed  thcteto,  behaving  there* 
iQ  as  in  the  taking  of  an  oath ;  for  in  every  oathArre 
is  an  imprecatiMi.  Alfo  there  are  examples  of  At 
faints  imprecauojt  a  ciirfe,ag3inft  God's  incorrigible 
enemies,  out  of  ptirc  zeaVto  the  glory  of  God,  which 
they  from  the  Spirit  nf  prophecy  apply  to  parliculir 
perfoDs,  Pfa!.  dx.  <S.  ^c.  But  it  is  a  profaning  the 
name  of  God, 

(l.)  When  people  unneceflTarily  imprecate  a  carte 
on  tbemfelves  or  others  conditionally,  if  they  do  not 
fo  or  fo,  or  if  it  be  not  truth  that  they  fay,  as  wiili- 
itig, —  confound  them,  they  may  be  hanged,  orncnt 
ftir  out  of  the  bit,  irt.  if  raatiers  be  not  fo  or  lb, 
when  there  is  do  neccffity  for  it,  or  edification  by  it. 
.  lo  that  cafe  the  name  of  God  is  profaned ;  and  tbo' 
the  name  of  God  be  not  espreffed,  it  is  flill  abufed; 
for  it  b  God  that  mufl  be  the  executor  of  the  fiotal 
wifli. 

(:.)  "W'lien  peopTe  ferve  their  paflions  againft  them- 
felves  or  oiliers  by  their  curfcs.  Thus  people  (in  in 
their  fits  of  dilcontcnt,  wifbin:;  evil  to  themfelvS, 
and  in  their  fits  of  paffion  and  revenge  againft  otheli, 
praying,  Shame  fail.  III  chance^  &:c.  This  is  the  prt- 
duci  of  a  bitter  fpirit,  higlily  dilhonourable  to  flodj 
whofe  name  is  proftituted  to  ferve  mens  iiellifh  pif- 
lion^. 

(j.)  When  people  ufe  them  to  confirm  a  lie,  orte 
bind  them  to  lin.  Tlius  people  are  doubly  gtiiltft 
and  djre  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  curfing  themfclra 
if  foch  a  tiling  be  true,  w  hich  yet  tiicy  know  is  ndl 
true;  or  binding  thenifehes  to  do  fome  evi!,  \ff\ 
curfe.  ■■* 

(4.)  N-it'ier  is  the  matter  mended  by  invdE^ 
ling  the  devil  inftc^d  nf  Odd.  Mijch  homage  gft 
the  devii  from  fome,  who  arc  ofti?:i  fbund  praying  tf 
the  dsvil  to  take  thcmleivc;  or  othe"s.  So  tW*' 
mention  Fcut,  F.cnd,  Szc.  which  are  only  other  titt^ 
of  that  uickcd  f^jirit.  -    '  •* 

■^J.'y,  Perjury  is  hlfehood  conSnned  v^ith  an  oift 
H  is  iwu;"o'.3. 


The  Sins  forbidden •  531 

(j.)  There  is  perjpry  oppofite  to  an  affertory  oath  : 

\    and  that  is  dither  when  a  man  fwears  a  thing  to  be 

.    true  which  is  falfe,  or  a  thing  to  be  falfe  which  is  true. 

It  is  oppofite  to  fwcaring  in  trqth,  which  is  fwearing 

fo  as  a  nian's  mind  agree  with  his  words,  and  his 

words  with  the  thing.     So  that  a  man  is  not  only 

poured  when  he  fwe^rs  againft  his  mind  and  know- 

leidge,  as  the  falfa  witnefles  againft  Naboth  did  ;    but 

when  be  (wears  againft  the  truth  of  the  thing,  the' 

'.   not  agaipft  his  mind)  being  miftaken  ;   for  in  both 

'   CiTes  God  is  called  to  witheis  to  a  lie ;  though  indeed 

I    th«e  former  is  far  more  hainous  than  the  latter.     And 

['    therefore  it  is  that  no  man  can  lawfully  fwear  what 

;   he  doubts  of;  that  is  to  run  a  dreadful  riik. 

(2.)  There  is  a  perjury  oppofite  to  a  promiffory 
oath ;  and  that  is  either  when  a  man  promiieth  ibme- 
•  thing  upon  oath  which  he  has  no  miqd  to  perform, 
even  when  he  t;()ces  the  oath  ;  or  though  he  minded 
to  perform  it  when  he  took  the  oath,  yet  afterwardi 
changes  his  qiind,  and  does  it  not,  when  he  both  oughc 
and  can  do  it.  Only  remember,  that  the  bre^iking  of  an 
unlawful  oath,  fo  far  as  it  is  unlawful,  is  not  perjury. 
It  is  a  fin  indeed  to  take  fuch  an  oath ;  but  it  is  no 
iin,  bqt  duty  to  break  it.  And  the  cafe  is  the  fame 
in  vows,  I  Sam.  xxv.  22.  32.  33.  The  fin  of  perjury 
is  dreadfu).     For, 

{l.\  It  is  amoft  folemn  affronting  of  an  omnifcienC 
and  juft  God,  and  is  near  akin  to  Atheifm.  It  is  a 
calling  of  God  to  be  witnefs  to  a  lie ;  it  is  a  playing 
vrith  infinite  jufticCt  a  daring  of  heaven's  vengeance, 
'while  men  devote  their  fouls  to  deftruclion  wilfully  ; 
.  becaufe  in  every  oath  men  invocate  God  to  judge 
them  according  to  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  what  they 
iwear. 

£2.]  It  is  moft  provoking  in  the  fight  of  God,  a 
fin  wnich  God's  anger  fmokes  againft  in  a  peculiar 
xiianncr,  Zcch.  v.  4.  Mai.  iii.  5.  This  feems  to  be 
engraven  elpecially  on  the  conlciences  of  men  ;  fa 
that  this  fia  amongft  the  Heathen  \vas  regkoACd  laoil 
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atrocious,  and  even  men  that  othenwife  have  little 
religion  will  yet  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  perjury. 

f;.]  It  is  a  fln  that  defervedly  makes  men  infa- 
mous, io  that  their  teftimony  is  not  afterwards  to  be 
regarded  among  them :  for  what  refpecl  can  they 
have  to  truth  that  will  fwear  falfely  ?  It  loofes  the 
bond  of  human  fociety ;  for  if  an  oath  cannot  bind 
men,  the  world  would  have  no  fecurity  of  one  an- 
other. And  therefore  fiich  deferve  to  be  hilTed  ou! 
from  among  others,  as  the  plagues  of  human  focirty. 

4/A/y,  Btafphemy,  which  is  a  wronging  of  theaa- 
jefty  of  God  by  I'peeches  tending  to  his  reproifh. 
This  fin  is  the  moft  atrocious  of  all  fins  ;  and  of  this 
kind  is  the  unpardonable  fin.  As  aniong  men  it  is  i 
great  fault  not  to  believe  the  vS^ord  of  a  faithful  prinK; 
yet  greater  to  rebel  againft  him;  greater  y€ttt>r^ 
proach  hira,  difgracehim,  fpeakof  and  ufe  himcontu- 
ineliouOy.  Meu  may  be  guilty  of  blaiphemy  againfi 
God  two  ways. 

(1.)  As  they  partake  with  others  in  their  blafplifr 
mies.  And  tliis  we  may  do  feveral  ways  ;  particularly, 
1.)  When  we  give  no  tertimony  ag;iinil  the  bhrpheiHy 
of  others.  The  cuftom  of  the  Jews  was  to  rend  tbdf 
cbaths  at  the  hearing  of  blafphemy.  And  they  muft 
jieeds  have  a  ftout  heart  that  can  hear  it  without  tme 
way  or  another  manifeliing  their  abhorrence  of  it  »-) 
Much  more  when  men  fliew  any  approbation  or  fitis- 
faftion  with  it,  as  fmiling  or  laughing  at  it,  whtt 
they  hear  hqw  freely  hellifli  mouths  vent  their  re- 
proachful fpeeches  againll  God.  3.)  When  by  <xs 
deeds  we  give  occafion  to  wicked  men  to  blafphem^ 
Kora,  ii.  2j\.  'Ihus  particularly,  (i.  Oppreflbrs  V^ 
perfecutors  are  guilty  of  blafphemy,  Acts  xsvi.  U* 
(2.  Profeflbrs  of  religion  by  their  fcandalous  walk, 
3  Sam-xii,  14.  (5.  Inferiors  by  their  undutifulneisto 
their  fuperiors ;  as  fubjects,  l  Pet.  ii.  13.  14.  15.) 
wives,  Tit.  ii.  5.  ;,and  lervants,    i  Tini.  vi,   i. 

(2.)  As  they  thenifelves  are  formally  the  oIafpll^ 
jneis.   Ai:d  (0  there  are  two  ways  that  men  blaljphanc. 
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fi.]  There  is  a  blafpheming  of  God  mediately, 
when  though  men  do  not  exprefsly  fpeak  againft  God 
himfeir,  yet  with  the  fword  of  the  tongue  they  thruft 
8it  him,  through  the  fides  of  his  word,  way,  people, 
ordinances,  works,  6c.  i  Tim.  vi,  i.  Tit.  ii.  5. 
2  Pet.  ii.  a.  i  Cor.  iv.  13.  Mark  iii.  29.  30.  Such 
blafphemies  are  very  frequent  amongft  mockers  and 
malicious  enemies  of  the  way  of  GoJ,  as  when  re- 
ligion is  called  madnefs,  fanaticifm,  foUy,  &c.  the  Spi- 
rit's affiftance  in  prayer,  heat  of  the  brain,  &c. 

[2.]  There  is  a  blafpheming  againll  God  immedi- 
ately,, when  God  is  diredlly  and  immediately  attacked 
with  the  blafphendous  tongue.     And  that  is, 

I.)  When  men  detraft  from  God  what  truly  be- 
longs to  him,  and  makes  for  his  glory.  If.  xxxvi.  20. 
in  the  cafe  of  railing  Kabihakeh.  Such  blafphemy, 
fpme  fay,  is  uttered  by  the  French  tyrant,  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  bringing  in  of  the  pretender  on  us.  That 
heaven  itfelf  cannot  Hop  his  project. 

2.)  When  men  afqribe  to  God  that  which  agrees 
not  to  him,  but  tends  to  his  reproach.  So  did  the 
Pharifces  of  old  blafpheme  Chrift,  Mark  iii,  30.  So 
do  bitter  fpirits  blafpheme  God,  faying.  He  is  unjuft, 
cruel,  &c.  So  did  thefe  blafpheme,  when  they  faid. 
Every  one  that  doth  evil,  is  good  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord^ 
•  andhedelightethinthem;  or^  Where  is  the  God  of  judge^ 
tncntf  Mai.  ii.  17.     And  many  are  guilty  with  them. 

3,)  When  men  infolently  rife  againft  God,  belching 
out  bitter,  virulent,  and  reproachful  fpeeches  againit 
him.  So  did  Pharaoh,  Exod.  v.  2.  Who  is  the  Ijord^ 
that  I  fhould  obey  his  voice  ?  I  know  not  the  Lord.  So 
did  he  mentioned  2  Kings  vi.  33.  Behold^  this  evil  is 
of  the  Lordy  what  fhould  I  wait  for  the  Lord  any  longer  f 
Thus  Job's  wife  advifed  him  to  blafpheme,  Curfe  God 
and  dle^  faid  {he.  And  fo  many  in  their  bitternd^ 
rifing  againft  God  under  afHidions,  are  apt  to  blaf- 
pheme. 

4.)  When  men  afcribe  that  to  the  creature  which  is 
^ue  to  God  alone.     So  the  Jews  fuppojfing  Chrift  tQ 
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be  a  mere  creature,  accufed  him  of  btafphemy,  /o&n 
X.  53.  Sq  men  blafpheme  in  calling  either  pope  or 
raagiftrate  head  of  the  church.  And  thus  men  im- 
moderate in  their  own  praife  or  the  praife  of  others, 
are  ready  to  fall  into  blafphemy,  If.  x.  13.  Acisxii.23. 

Each  of  thefe  four  ways  men  may  be  guilty  of  blaf- 
phemy againft  the  Father,  the  Son,  or  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  The  world  is  full  of  (hefe  blafphemies  ■,  fome 
blafpheming  the  Father,  -denying  that  relation  in  tbe 
Godhead,  as  Jews,  Mahometans;  ibnie  the  Son,  jj 
they  do  alfo  ;  and  indeed  Popery  is  a  mats  of  Wif- 
phemles  againft  Chrift ;  fome  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is 
thofe  that  deny  his  perfonality,  and  the  profane  world 
that  make  a  mock  of  his  work. 

But  the  moft  dreadful  o*  all  fins  and  blafphemies  ij 
that  which  by  way  of  eminency  is  called  blafphe- 
iny  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  commonly  called  tbt  Jw 
miu^  the  Holy  Qhajl,  wjiicb  is  the  unpardonable  lifl, 
Matth.  xii.  51.  32.  John  calls  it  the  Jin  vnio  dealb, 
1  John  V.  16.  which  elcift  ibuls  never  fall  into,  yei 
even  but  few  rcprnbates.  It  belongs  to  this  commantj. 
But  as  1  have  fpokeii  largely  ot  this  lin  in  a  fornifr 
part  of  this  work,  I  ftiall  not  further  infift  upon  it*. 

Secondly,  Having  fpoke  of  tlie  more  grofs  and  jal- 
pable  breaches  of  this  command,  I  ftiall  now  confider 
other  ways  how  the  Lord's  name  is  abufed  and  taJap 
in  vain. 

I.  Wiih  refpcct  to  his  nafnes  and  titles.  They  we 
tak^n  in  vain, 

1/?,  When  they  are  not  improved  for  thofe  ufes  &i 
which  they  natively  tend.  Hence  the  Lord  fays,  ^ 
i be  a  Father,  where  is  mine  hanoitr  ?  and  if  I  be  a  Mafta^, 
wlnre  ii  my  fear  f  faith  the  Lord  cf  huJJs  unto  ysu,  Q 
friejli^  that  deffife  my  name,  Mai.  i.  6.  Thus  we  ifka 
them  in  vain  when  the y  have  not  their  fruit  in  ui. 
Howe  call  him  Father,  and  not  honour  him  ;  Maftcf, 
and  not  tear  him;  Heaier  uf  prayer,  and  yet  putuo 

"  See  the  difcourre  on  ihe  application  of  rcdemptioD,  /nfrm,  b 
13s— 139- 
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cokifidenc6  in  him;  Lord  of  hofts,  and  yet  cannot 
quietly  commit  ourfelves  to  his  protection  ?  Do  we 
not  thereby  take  his  name  in  vaia  ?  The  ftrong  tower 
of  his  name  is  built,  but  in  vain  in  that  cafe  when  we 
do  not  improve  it. 

idfyy  When  we  make  an  ill  ufe  of  them,  either  to 

■    encourage  ourfelves  in  (in  by  them,  or  to  drive  us 

•    away  from  him  by  terror,  or  to  any  other  ufe  difho* 

'   nourable  to  God,  and  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the 

revelation  of  them  to  us. 

2.  With  x^efped  to  his  attributes,  God's  name  is 
abufed, 

ift^  By  the  working  of  unbelief  againll  them, 
doubting  of,  queftioning  and  denying  them.  Thus 
the  Atheiftical  heart  works  often  in  wicked  men,  call- 
ing in  queition  the  power  of  God  when  driven  into 
iltaits,  2  Kings  vii.  2.  and  when  they  mind  to  lie  fe- 
curely  in  fin,  foftcring  unbelief  of  his  omnifcience, 
Ezek.  ix.  9. '  of  his  juftice,  Zeph.  1.  12.  of  his  holinefs, 
Ffal.  1.  21.  &c.  Yea,  thus  under  temptation  it  works 
even  in  the  godly,  fo  that  often  they  are  found  bor- 
dering on  blafphemy,  through  the  power  of  unbelief, 
queftioning  his  goodnefs  and  truth,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  8.  9. 
Jer.  XV.  18. 

2rfA^,  By  the  averfion  of  the  heart  unto  them,  and 
its  rifingagainft  them,  Rom.  viii.  7.  There  is  a  natu- 
ral enmity  in  the  heart  of  man  againft  God,  Ihewing 
itfelf  in  the  averfion  they  have  to  his  holy  nature  and 
attributes.  They  do  not  love  his  perfcclions ;  they 
•would  wi(h  he  were  not  fuch  a  one  as  he  is ;  and  this 
is  the  rife  of  Atheifm.  The  heart  is  glued  to  fin  ;  and 
the  difcovery  of  God^s  attributes,  his  holinefs,  juftice, 
<5r^.  difturbs  finners  in  their  reft  in  it.  Hence  their 
hearts  rife  againft  God,  and  his  perfeftions. 

3^/y,  By  ufing  of  them  to  wrong  ends  and  purpofcs. 
Thus  we  fin  many  ways,  perverting  the  knowledge  of 
his  perfections  to  God's  dilhonour  and  our  own  ruin. 
Thus  the  mercy  of  God  is  abufed  to  encourage- 
iRcnt  in  fin  j  his  patience  to  continuance  iu  it ;  his 
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juftice  to  dcfpcration,  &e.  Eccl.  viii.  1 1 .  Rom.  ii.  4.  j, 

3.  With  refpect  to  his  ordinances.  The  name  of 
God  is  abufed  in  ordinances,  when  we  do  not  goa- 
bout  them  after  tlie  right  manner  ;  for  this  command 
direfls  us  to  the  right  manner  of  performing  duties. 
And  as  a  maftcr  reckons  his  fervant  has  been  working 
in  vain,  when  though  he  has  been  doing  the  thing  he 
bade  him,  yet  he  has  not  done  it  as  he  bade  him,  bar 
marred  it  in  the  making ;  fo  God  reckons  thofe  duce 
that  are  wrong  as  to  the  manner  of  them  are  a  taking 
of  his  name  in  vain,  and  thofe  ordinances  that  an 
gone  about  in  a  wrong  manner,  in  vain. 

17?,  We  are  guilty  of  profaning  God's  name  in  or- 
dinances and  duties  of  worfhip,  when  we  are  not  op- 
right  in  our  end  and  ainn  in  them  ;  that  is,  haviog 
the  honour  of  his  name  before  us  as  our  great  end, 
1  Cor.  X.  31.  flicwing  itfelf  in  feeking  to  honour  him,, 
to  get  and  advance  communion  with  him,  and  to  giwc" 
obedience  to  his  commands.  Inflead  thereof  his  name 
is 'abufed  by  going  about  ordinances  formally,  out  of 
cuftom  more  than  confuicncc,  feeking  ourlelves  more 
than  God  in  theni,  a  name  and  reputation  more  than 
the  glory  of  the  divine  Being. 

idly.  When  we  have  not  a  holy  principle  from 
■which  we  act,  viz.  the  Spirit  of  God  in  us,  withoat 
whom  we  cannot  worfhip  in  fpirit,  i  Cor,  xii.  %.  and 
a  renewed  heart,  i  Tim.  i.  5.  Hence  it  is  that  no 
unrenewed  man's  duties  are  acceptable  or  truly  gotxi. 
And  no  duty  can  be  accepted  of  God,  wlierein  wc  ad 
from  natural  principles,  parts,  and  abilities  only,  and 
not  from  fupernaturai  gracious  principle^;. 

5^/}',  When  we  go  not  about  duties  in  the  doc- 
manner,  with  thofe  other  neceflary  qualifications  erf 
acceptable  obedience,  which  mull:  be  Iincere  and  not 
hypocritical,  with  faith,  fear,  fervency,   crc. 

I  fhall  inftance  in  feme  particular  ordinances  how 
we  abufe  the  name  of  God  in  them, 

I.  In  prayer.  God's  name  is  abufed  in  praycr.fe' 
vera!  wajs.  ,  , 
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\      ijl^  When  before  prayer  we  are  at  no  pains  to  pre- 
]  pare  for  it,  but  rafhly  and  precipitantly  adventure  on 
'  it,  Eccl.  V.  u     How  often  do  we  mar  it  in  the  ea- 
.  trance,  by  our  not  impreffing  our  hearts  with  a  due 
'  fenfe  of  our  own  infufficiency,  God*s  gr6atncls  and 
majefty^  our  own  wants  ;  and  by  hot  emptying  our 
hearts  of  all  carnal  thoughts,  and  not  ufing  of  ejacu- 
lations to  God  for  fitting  us  for  a  more  folemn  ap- 
proach ?  ^ 

•  idly^  In  prayer  we  fail  many  ways.  As,  (i.)  When 
"we  pray  formally  and  hypocritically,  our  hearts  not 
agreeing  with  our  tongues  in  our  confeiSons,  peti- 
tions, and  thankfgivings,  If.  xxix,  13.  fo  that  our 
lieart-labour  comes  not  up  to  our  lip  labour.  (2.) 
"When  we  pray  coldly  and  faintly,  without  fervency 
of  fpirit,  Matth.  xxvi.  41.  This  fervency  confills 
not  in  the  loudnefs  of  the  voice,  but  in  che  eagernefs 
of  the  affections,*  like  Jacob,  /  will  not  let  thee  ^0,  ex^ 
cept  thou  blefs  me*  (3.)  Heart-wanderings  much  mar 
this  duty,  Rom.  xii.  12.  (4.)  When  we  do  not  pray 
in  faith,  but  are  lifted  up  with  a  conceit  of  our  own 
vrorthinefs,  like  the  Pharifee,  Luke  xviii.  n.  have 
no  confidence  in  the  promifes  of  what  we  alk,  Jam. 
i.  6.  and  place  not  our  fole  confidence  in  the  merits 
of  Chrift. 

yily^  After  prayer  when  we  quickly  put  out  of  oiir 
hdads  the  impreffion  of  our  approach,  grow  vain  and 
carnal,  and  do  not  look  after  our  prayers  as  to  their 
fuccefs,  Pfal.  v.  3. 

2.  in  praifes,  or  finging  of  pfalms,  God's  name  is 
taken  in  vain  many  ways.  As,  ( i.)  When  we  raflily 
"venture  upon  it,  not  labouring  to  get  our  hearts  in  a 
tune  for  praife.  (2.)  When  we  do  not  underfland 
"what  we  fing,  r  Cor.  xiv.  15.  God  can  never  be 
praifed  ignorantly.  (3.)  When  we  make  not  heajrt- 
work  of  it,  fing  with  the  voice,  but  miike  no^ 
naelody  in  the  heart  to  the  Lord,  Eph.  v.  19.  (4.) 
When  wc  are  not  afFecled  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  tha 
matter  that  is  fang,  which  being  very  difFefent  ccr- 
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nic,  irc[.u.i.3.  ^2./  wiicn  weao  not  1 
derftand  what  we  read  or  hear  of  the  word, . 
butpafsit,  as  if  bare  reading  or  hearing  ws 
"When  we  are  not  attentive  thereto,  but  I 
wander  in  the  time  after  other  things,  Es 
20.  (4.}  When  we  are  dull,  drowfy,  fleepy, 
in  it,  crying  in  our  hearts.  When  will 
be  over  ?  like  Doeg  detained  before  the 
When  we  do  not  receive  it  as  the  ■word  ol 
God,  looking  on  it  as  God  himfelf  fpea 
1  Theff.  ii.  15.  (6.J  When  we  do  not  i 
felves  humbly  to  what  we  hear  froni  the  . 
word,  being  affe^ed  fuitably  to  every  1 
word,  approving  the  commands  thereof 
the  promifes,  and  trembling  at  the  tlireate 
iv.  2.  (y.)  When  we  do  not  lay  ourfeU 
the  word,  to  be  taught  our  duty,  to  be  n 
our  faults,  to  be  fearched  and  known  as  by 
of  the  Lord ;  but  ward  off  conviclrons, 
gainfi:  the  fpeaker  when  the  word  toucbel 
When  wc  hear  it  partially,  having  more 
the  fpeaker  to  receive  it  or  reieft  it,  accorc 
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neighbour  requires  it,  Neh.  v.  12.  For  an  cat h  for 
'  eonjirmatioh  is  to  men  an  end  of  all  ftrife^  Heb.  vi.  \6.\ 
and  men  might  be  ruined  in  their  lives,  reputation, 
iyc.  if  men  would  refufe  a  juft  and  neceflary  oath 
when  called  to  it,  which  God's  honour  and  our 
neighbour's  good  requires,  (2O  With  refpeft  ro  an 
unlawful  oath  ;  it  is  a  fin,  i.)  To  take  it  or  make  it ; 
for  it  is  a  terrible  profaning  of  that  ordinance  to  make  it 
a  bond  of  iniquity,  aS  Herod  did,  Mark  vi.  23.  2.)  To 
keep  it  and  perform  it,  as  he  alfo  did,  vev.  26.:  for 
what  is  this  but  to  make  the  name  of  God-fubfcrvientto 
God's  difhonour?  And  that  is  to  be  reckoned  an  un- 
lawful oath,  which  is  of  any  thing  that  is  falfe,  fin- 
ful,  unjuft,  or  impoffible  to  us.  (3.)  When  men  ufe 
equivocations  in  oaths,  or  mental  refervations  ;  for  fo 
he  for  whofe  fake  the  oath  is  impofed,  is  deceived  and 
wronged.  But  whatever  fhifts  men  may  ufe  tliit 
ivay,  God  will  reckon  them  as  falfe  fwearers.  (-4.) 
When  men  fwear  unneceffarily,  ignorantiy,  doubt- 
ingly,  without  due  regard  and  reverence  of  Ood  oa 
their  fpirits.  (5.)  Lajity^  When  a  lawful  oath  leaves 
no  due  imprciSon  on  mens  fpiiits,  as  a  facred  bond 
ixrhich  they  come  under  to  God, 

5.  Laflly^  In  lots  God's  name  is  taken  in  vain,  (i.) 
When  the  right  manner  is  not  obferved  in  tLem, 
Inhere  they  are  lawfully  ufed  in  weighty  matters,  as 
^hen  God  is  net  eyed  in  the  lot,  when  they  do  not 
fingly  refer  and  leave  the  matter  t;o  God*s  decifion,  and 
•when  they  murmur  and  grudge  at  what  falls  by  the 
lot  to  them,,  (2.'  When  they  are  ufed  in  matters  of 
v>ery  fmall  moment,  which  are  not  worthy  of  an  ap- 
peal to  God*s  decifion,  but  without  any  great  incon- 
venitncy  might  be  otherwife  decided,  1  iiis  is  a  very 
common  fin,  which  people  need  iio  more  to  convince 
them  of  the  ill  of,  but  the  true  uptaking  of  the  na- 
ture of  lots,  as  the  fcnpture  holds  it  out,  Prov.  xvi\ 
.33.  &  xviii.  18,  (^.)  When  they  are  ufierd  in  games 
and  plays.  For  whjch  realbn  playing  at  cards,  dice, 
and  all  games  of  lottery  are  unUwful.    Fo*',  \.\  I'hit 
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canont  but  be  a  profaning  of  the  name  of  God,  which 
turns  nn  appeal  to  God  for  his  decifion  unto  j  play. 
And  rlio'  men  call  it  fortune,  it  is  certain  that  is  no- 
thing indeed  but  God's  determination.  And  it  will 
not  excufe  men,  that  they  firft  niifcall  God's  pro?i- 
dence  by  i\\i  name  of  fortune,  and  then  play  them- 
felves  with  it.  i.)  It  gives  occafion  to  much  fin  a- 
gainft  Godj  as  bbrpheming  of  God's  providence  un- 
der the  name  of  fortune  and  ill  Juck  ;  and  comraeDd- 
injT  good  fortune,  overlooking  providence  wiien  it 
fails  well.  And  it  renders  Lliis  ordinance  of  lots  cm- 
temptible,  being  fo  ufed. 

4.  With  refpect  to  his  word,  men  are  guilty  ofprO' 
faning  the  name  c-f  God, 

\j}.  By  mifimproving  and  mifapplying  the  word  of 
God,  as  the  Pharii'ees  did,  Mattli.  v.  Ezek.  xiii.  15. 

idly.,  Jetting  upon  it,  Jer.  xxiii.  53. 

■yiiy,  Uling  it  ,to  the  maiDtenance  of  errooeoH 
principles,  unprofitable  queftions-,  and  vain  janglinB, 
2  Tim.  ii.   14.   15. 

5.  With  vtfped  to  his  works,  men  are  "uiltv  of 
profaning  the  name  of  God,  when  tJiey  uie  tin 
works  and  creatures  of  God  to  finful  Julls  and  pr:^- 
tices. 

6.  Lajlhj\  Men  profane  the  name  of  God,  in  i^oi 
of  rt!i?;ion  and  l!ie  profeflion  of  it,  ,  • 

\Jl,  By  maligning,  fcorning,  and  reviling  of*<fr 
gion,  aiiii  the  piofcllion  of  it. 

2<i'/v,   By  a  hypocritical  piofeflion. 

^diy^  By  a  fcandaJous  walk, 

To  be  a  little  more  particular  io  thefe  thinps,  riB 
name  of  (iod  is  profaned  and  abufed,  and  this  oa* 
mand  vi[)!aled, 

I.  By  malignity,  maligning  the  truth,  grace,  aii 
ways  ot  God,  otherwiic  called  malignancy,  U  is  I 
h^art  eniiiity  and  bicterncfs  of  fpivit  vented  by  wi)I^ 
01  dued  agaiiiil  the  truths,  gract,  and  way  of  G«4 
lloni.  i.  5p.  &uch  malignants  weie  the  Jews,  wb* 
weie  hUcd  with  er.vy,  and  fpake  sgisinit  thofe  thinp 
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which  were  fpokien  by  Paul,  contradifting  and  blaf- 
pheming,  Afts  xiii.  45;,  In  our  fathers  days  the  fpirit 
of  malignancy  run  with  a  violent  ftreani  againft  the 
work  of  reformation,  till  it  had  fwallowed  it  up,  and 
is  now  again  appearing  in  its  violence.  A  different 
opinion  from  the  truth  in  point  of  church-govern- 
ment  is  not  malignancy ;  but  when  a  fet  of  men  lay 
out  themfelves  to  bear  down  the  Lord's  work  in  the 
^nd  and  in  the  fpirits  of  his  people,  when  men  pre* 
tending  to  be  mioiflers  bear  down  and  difcourage  the 
power  of  godlinefs  in  others,  and  men  in  civil  power 
are  filled  with  a  fpirit  of  perfecution  againft  thofe 
whom  Uiey  can  find  nothing  againft  but  in  the  matter 
of  their  God,  and  meaner  people  aid  and  aflift  theie, 
and  contribute  to  or  rejoice  at  the  calamities  of  the 
people  of  God,  malignant  is  their  naioe ;  for  malig- 
nant is  their  nature  and  courfc  of  life.  And  colour  it 
over  as  they  will,  God  will  not  hold  them  guiltlefs} 
for  they  are  his  enemies  that  take  his  name  in  vain. 

2.  By  fcorning  of  the  ways  of  God,  Pfal.  i.  i.  The 
icorner  has  a  high  feat  in  the  cieyiPs  court,  where  he  fits 
on  heirs  bench,  giving  out  a  fentence  of  dildain  againft 
the  way  of  fcrious  godlinefs,  as  unworthy  of  a  man, 
l^nd  inconfiftent  with  his  honour,  fentencing  the  fe- 
rious  perfon  to  be  the  fool  of  the  company.  Ihug 
6atan*s  madcaps  whom  he  h^s  blinded,  make  a  jeftof 

>tlie  wifdom  of  God ;  but  the  day  conies  when  their 
fcorning  (hall  be  turned  to  roaring,  If,  xxviii.  22. 

3.  By  rcvilii?g  the  truth,  grace,  and  way  of  God, 
I  Pet.  iv.  4,     llevilers  are  a  generation  of  hell,  who 

•arc  fet  to  gather  together  all  tlie  filth  and  vilenefs  they 
can  get,  to  throw  upon  religion  and  cover  it,  that  the 
world  may  loath  it,  i  Cor.iv.  13.  And  fo  with  them 
religion  is  rebellion,  foul«exercifediftraclion,  commu- 
nion with  God  melancholy  fancies.  They  load  mei^ 
with  vile  calumnies ;  and  if  they  can  lee  cothing 
-without  them,  they  conclude  they  are  but  hypocrites. 

4.  By  hypccriiy,  while  men  pretend  to  religion  and 
teke  up  a  pr9feiI;o(i^  b^t  have  ngthing  of  the  truth  of 
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it  in  their  bcarts,  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  Hypocrites  indeed 
take  God's  name  in  vain,  making  profeffioQ  of  reli- 
gion, not  out  of  coofcience  towards  God,  fromlovi: 
to  him,  or  a  defign  to  honour  him,  but  for  fome  ii- 
nifter  ends,  as  reputation,  worldly  advantage,  or  at 
beft  their  own  peace  and  fafety  ;  which  is  a  horrid 
proflituting  the  name  of  God  to  curfed  felf. 

ly?,  They  take  his  name  in  vain  in  their  hearts;  for 
the  truths  of  religion  they  know,  have  no  fuitible  effi- 
cacy on  their  hearts  or  lives,  Horn.  i.  18.  The  candle 
of  God  is  fee  up  before  them  in  their  kno^vledge  j  tet 
in  vain  it  wafles,  for  they  do  not  work  at  it.  Theii 
knowledge  of  fin  does  not  make  loath  them  it.  The 
love  of  Chrift  does  not  conftrain  them  to  walk  in  the 
paths  of  new  obedience. 

%dly.  In  their  mouths.  They  may  go  about  duties, 
but  they  go  about  none  in  the  right  manncf.  Iheir 
words  are  good,  but  their  heart  is  not  upiigiit.  Eat 
xxxiii.  go.  Hence  their  prayers  are  an  aboniinanon, 
their  belt  works  are  but  glirtering  hiis,  like  a  potlherd 
covered  over  wirb  filver  drofs.  (i.)  Their  largeft 
duties  arc  but  half-duties,  and  that  the  woirt  half,  a! 
wanting  fpiiituiil  worQiip,  which  is  the  fou!  andlifc 
of  worUiij^.  (2.)  Their  fervice  is  but  lelf-iervice.  All 
the  flreains  of  the  hypocrites  du[ies  difburdcn  in  the 
dead  fea,  felf. 

gi/Zy,  On  their  foreheads ;  for  there  hypocrites  bear 
it  in  an  txternal  profeflion,  but  in  vain  :  for  thougi 
they  wear  ChriH's  livery,  they  are  but  the  deviT* 
drudges.  If  they  be  not  fuch  as  fulfil  the  de/iresirf 
the  fleih,  they  fulfil  the  defires  of  the  mind  ;  theyate' 
under  the  power  of  fpiritual  plagues. 

5.  By  being  afhamed  of  religion,  Mark  viii.  lA. 
Religion  is  our  glory  ;  men  will  not  miis  in  a  proline 
world  to  have  it  turned  to  fhame ;  but  to  be  aihamed 
of  it  is  a  iin  of  naughtincfs  of  heart,  and  want  of  ex- 
perience (if  the  power  of  truth  on  the  fpiiit.  It  is! 
horrible  affront  to  tlie  niajeliy  of  God,  to  be  aQianied 
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of  his  badge :  for  that  is  to  be  alhamed  of  him  as  a 

Mafter. 

'    6.  Laftlyy  By  being  a  fhame  to  it, 

ly?,  Bjr  an  unconformable  unfuitable  walk,  Phil. 
i.  27.  The  world  takes  notice  of  the  agreement 
that  is  betwixt  the  principles  and  practice  of  profef- 
fors ;  and  a  difagreement  there  reflects  diihonour  oa 
religion  itfelf  before  them,  as  if  it  were  all  but  iham 
;uid  trick. 

2d^/y,  By  an  unwife  walk,  Eph.  v.  15.  We  fhould 
be  wife  as  ferpents,  and  hjirmlefs  as  doves ;  for  the 
imprudencies  of  profefibrs  are  no  fmall  handle  to  the 
enemies,  and  much  improved  for  the  reproach  of  re- 
ligion. There  is  much  need  of  continual  dependence 
on  the  Lord  for  wifdom,  efpecially  that  we  naay  walk 
in  wifdom  toward  them  that  are  without.  Col.  iv.  5. 

yily^  By  an  unfruitful  walk.  If.  v.  4.  The  fruit- 
fulne&  of  the  vineyard  is  the  honour  of  the  huibmd- 
xnan,  and  the  unfruitful nlldfs  thereof  reflects  diflio- 
nour  on  him.  Rom.  ii.  24.  The  fruits  of  holinefs 
are  the  beft  teftimony  to  the  divine  original  of  or- 
dinances and  inititutions;  and  while  mqh  have  been 
violently  running  down  thefe,  their  credit  has  been 
fupported  that  way.  But  alas!  now  their  credit  is, 
impaired  by  the  barren  and  unfruitful  lives  of  profef* 
fors. 

4/A/y,  By  an  offenfivc  fcandalous  walk,  Rom.,  ii. 
2  3.  24..  Ihe  fcandals  of  profeflbrs  are  the  ftumbling- 
blocks  whereon  the  blind  world  break  their  necks, 
Matth.  xviii.  7.  They  are  the  reproach  of  religion,, 
and  the  diihonour  of  God.  They  harden  the  wicked, 
and  grieve  the  truly  godly. 

.  Lafiljy  By  backfliding  from  it.  Gal.  iii.  t»  2.  Apo- 
fiates  call  Ibame  on  the  name  of  God  in  a  peculiar 
manner ;  for  having  tried  both  ways,  they  practically 
prefer  thie  way  of  evil. 

III,  I  come  now  to  confider  the  reafon  annexed  to 
tjic  tiurd  commiWiJnieat,  which  is;i  Th^t  '*  however 


3-  How  Goii  will  not  let  men  cfcaptf  wi 
4.  What  is  tlie  great  evil  of  this  fio, 
fcrerely  threatened. 

Flrftt  I  will  ihew  whence  it  is  that  me 
Jiffhtly  of  the  profaning  the  nime  of  God 
effect  they  hold  themfelvcs  guiltkfs.  I 
pliincr,  than  that  little  is-thought  of  th< 
God's  name  in  vain,  cfpecially  by  thofe  th 
giiilty.  They  heap  up  guilt  this  way,  s 
elFcfl  liold  themfelvcs  guiltlefa. 

1.  It  proceeds  from  that  wicked  and  ma 
rit  the  devil,  jam.  iii.  6.  He  is  the  fworn 
Ond,  and  does  what  he  can  to  make  men 
him.  There  Is  fo  little  of  the  world  or  the 
that  it  feems  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  come 
devil. 

2.  it  fprings  from  the  low  and  mean  thoi 
lisvc  of  God  and  his  dreadful  name,  Pfal.  x 
They  fee  not  the  glory  and-  majefty  of  1 
titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  word,  and  woi 
they  treat  them  as  common  things.     A  vie 
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They  are  not  and  will  not  be  convinced  of  a  fault  in 
them,  as  in  obfecrations,  appeals  to  God,  adjurations, 
^r.  But  a  due  fcnfe  of  the  majefty  of  that  name 
Tvould  clear  people's  minds  in  thefe  things,  Matth.  v. 
37*  It  is  not  enbugh  that  thefe  things  are  common. 
It  is  fo  much  the  worfe  when  the  world  is  in  a  confpi- 
racy  againft  God  to  join  in  it.  Though  men  go  in 
troops  to  the  pit,  they  fhall  not  be  conquerors,  but 
fufferers.  Nor  is  it  enough  that  people  have  no  ill  in 
their  minds,  when  they  fo  profane  the  name  of  God. 
If  there  be  no  ill,  there  is  as  little  good.  Were  the 
third  command  in  your  minds,  it  would  lay  bonds  oa 
your  tongues. 

4.  There  are  many  profanations  of  that  name  which 
men  do  not  at  all  obfcrve,  as  profaning  that  holy  name 
in  duties,  by  formality,  and  want  of  faith  and  ferven* 
cy.  If  they  negled  duty,  they  will  be  challenged  ; 
but  their  confciences  are  ftupid  as  to  the  difliOnour 

'  done  to  God  in  them,  Zech.  vii.  3. — 6.  But  thefe 
will  be  mountains  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  are  but 
as  molehills  in  the  iinner's  eyes, 

5.  It  proceeds  from  the  paffion  of  anger  or  malice. 
Anger  is  a  fire  in  a  man*s  bread  ;  fwearing.  and  cur- 
ling is  the  fmoke  of  this  helli(h  fire,  breakmg  out  at 
the  mouth,  Thofe  who  are  hurried  out  of  themfolvcs 
•with  paffion,  do  oftimes  find  nothing  readier  at  hand 
than  an  oath,  which  they  filing  out  againft  heaven  it^ 
felf,  when  they  cannot  be  revenged  on  them  that 
have  angered  them.  What  but  ahellifli  leaven  of  bit- 
ternefs  and  malice  wherewith  the  heart  is  foured,  can 
bring  forth  cqrfes  ? 

6.  Cullom  in  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain  takes 
away  the  fenfe  of  it.  The  heart  being  carelcfs  about 
God,  the  tongue  gets  a  liberty ;  and  when  it  is  fet  on 
the  run,  and  has  got  a  confirmed  cuftom,  it  turns  jull 
natural :  fo  that  many  fwcarers  are  never  aware  till  t  hey 
profaned  the  name  of  God,  and  hardly  know  when 
they  have  done  it,  that  it  is  fo.     Bat  God  wiU  \xo% 

Ypx.r  II.       -    r^ 
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let  wickednefs  go  free,  becaufe  it  is  confirmed  by  c 
ftom. 

7.  Swearing  proceeds  from  tmwatchfulncfs.  N 
let  their  tongues  go  at  random.  Hence  oaths  Sy 
ere  ihcy  be  aware, 

8.  Ldftlyt  In  iome  it  proceeds  from  a  piece  of 
nity  and  heliifli  bravery.  They  will  (wear  thitotli 
may  fee  w  hat  a  fine  fort  of  people  they  are,  who  re§ 
not  the  laws  of  God,  nor  fheir  offence  of  good  me 

Secondly,  I  conic  to  Qiew  whence  it  is  that  profai 
of  the  name  of  Ood  efcape  punifhment  from  n 

1.  Becaufe  of  the  little  zeal  there  is  for  the  hor 
of  God's  nime  in  the  world.  Thefe  things  ftnkc 
ib  much  agiinil  our  neighbour's  good  n,inie,  Ufe, 
goods,  as  directly  againll  the  honour  of  God- 
they  ilretchcd  their  injury  that  way  againfi  men,  r 
would  avenge  it  as  their  own  intereft  ;  but  alas! 
intereft  of  God's  honour  is  the  intereft  of  few  | 
pie. 

2.  As  the  laws  of  men  cannot  reach  many  ab 
of  God's  name,  fo  as  for  thofe  made  againft  conn 
fwearing,  they  are  in  effect  but  a  mock,  jn  regw 
the  little  tendernefs  that  way  found  among  thofel 
Ihould  execute  the  laws,  who  are  guilty  themfelvilj 
have  no  zeal  to  put  them  in  execution.  Nay,  i 
often  we  fee  men  are  obliged  by  authority  to  pra| 
the  name  of  God,  by  taking  unlawful,  uQoqx| 
oaths. 

Thirdly,  I  proceed  to  (hew  how  God  will  Dotktj 
efcape  with  it  ;  that  he  will  by  no  means  hokuH 
guiltlcfs.  Confider,  that  tiie  profaning  of  the  ^ 
of  God  is  a  fin,  ./ i'^ 

I.  That  brings  wrath  upon  a  land,  HoH  iyyjj 
Jer.  V.  7.  9.  Abufers  of  the  name  of  God  are  9^ 
den  to  his  Spirit,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  his  peop^xl 
make  the  land  mourn,  Jer,  xxiii,  10.  A^ad  •^fi 
one  ought  to  contribute  their  aflirtance  to  the  que* 
iiig  ot  a  fire  that  breaks  out  in  a  houfe,  fo  Oionlrf* 
ry  one  to  reformation  in  this  poipt,  while  t»E^ 


Of  the  Reafon  annexe  J  to  this  Coniniand.     547 

to  many  tongues  fet  on  fire  of  hell,  that  threaten  ta 
fire  the  nations  with  a  fii*e  of  God's  wrath. 

2.  It  brings  wrath  upon  families,  Zech,  v,  3.  4.  16 
provokes  God  to  root  out  families  from  the  earth  2 
for  it  brings  a  curfe  that  a  houfe  cannot  long  ftana 
under.     O  then,   matters  of  faqiilies,   do  not  ruin 

•  your  families  by  this ;  and  take  heed  to  your  children 
and  fervants,  that  are  given  to  this  fiir,  as  to  thofe 
who  would  pull  down  your  houfe  about  your  ears. 

-  Many  times  things  go  wrong,  they  do  not  thrive; 

i  ivhich  is  not  for  want  of  diligence ;  they  wonder  how 

"  it  comes  to  pafs  ;  but  there  is  even  a  fecret  curfe  front 

i  the  Lord  on  families  for  this  and  other  iias  that  con- 

^  fumes  all,  Jer.  xxiii.  10/ 

^       3.  It  brings  a  curfe  upon  particular  perfons.     God 

>  punifiies  this  fin, 

r       (i.)  By  ftrokes  upon  the  body,  Deut*  xxviii.  58* 

i  59.  And  remarkably  has  the  fin  of  fome  profaners 
of   God's  name  been  written  in  their   puniQimsnt, 

\  vrhile  the  fin  of  profaning  that  facred  name  has  been 

:  as  remarkably  written  on  the  miferable  cafe  of  theii' 
mouths  and  tongues,  as  ever  the  adultercfs's  has  been 
on  the  belly  fwelling  and  thigh  rotting.     For  there  i^ 

;  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth* 

(2.)  By  ftrokes  on  their  fouls*  It  is  a  heavy  word^^ 
God  will  not  hold  him  guilt lefs  that  taketh  his  name  m 
^ain.     It  imports, 

[f.3  That  however  men  overlook  and  forget  tbefd 
things,  God  writes  them  down  giulty  on  every  fuch 
fact.  There  is  a  book  of  remembrance  written  with 
God,  whereby  none  of  them  all  fhall  be  loft.  The 
finner  affronts  God  and  his  holy  name  ;  but  though 
he  packs  up  the  aftiont  for  the  time,  he  does  not  for- 
get it. 

[2.]  God  will  call  the  man  to  a  reckoning  for  them 
iboner  or  later,  Jude  15.  Though  they  may  paft 
without  a  challenge  for  the  time,  the  time  wilt  come 
that  they  will  get  deep  challenges  for  chefe  things  ei- 
ther in  mercy  or  in  wrath.    Their  words  Ihall  iom*-' 

3  Z  2 
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let  wickcdnefs  go  free,  bccaufc  it  lui 
ftom. 

7.  Shearing  proceeds  fromj 
let  their  fungoes  go  at  ra,n(li 
ere  they  be  aware.  ; 

8.  Lujlly,  In  fome  it  prfd' §  ■ 
nity  and  hellilh  bravery, 
may  fee  what  a  fine  fort 
not  the  liws  of  God, 

Secondly.  1  come  t<  ■ 
of  the  name  of  C-.  '   '    ;  - 

I.  Becaufc  of  i: ;.  '■'. 
of  Ood's  n.ime  i.  ,;  ;^  ^ 
ia  much  ag.iinP'  1  ':■ 

go-ids,   as  di';*'  "  ""'■"''  '"''  V'"  T' iijaftertlcl 

fhey  Hretcb.-  ^  -'^n  ""«  ^^^V^^^.^  ^l 

v^ouid  aver     p';;^f'  *'7^S?  ,'"'''  '  I 

iS?"^"  -^^If  he'bJ  nrpa.4Led.  the  '^fjjl 
^  J  iiell  fliall  He  iipr)n  him,  Rom.  ii.  5.  3"°"™! 
of  r-  '"■^  ft^vi^i'elv  piiniihcd  there  th:in  inany  ot''^''  ll"  I 
^^'man's  /in'fhall   continue   with  him  llirO"5^|;J 

4  of  eternity,  while  the  violence  of  his  ' 
&  m;ike  him  blafpheme  for  ever.  .- 

■  Fourthly,  It  mav  be  alkcd,  what  is  the  greatoi*! 
/tifj  lin,  that  it  is  fo  fevcrely  pimilhed  ?  I 

1.   It  is  a  fin  that  is  directly  againlt  God,  his  glort*B 
gi-catncfs  and  infinite  m:ijelly.    That  name  is  drc 
which  men  profane,  Mai.  1.  ult.     The  angels  ad(«y 
the  devils  tremble  at  it ;   and  fhould  vile  wormioff 
earth  profane  it  at  every  turn?     Sins    of  the  feCll 
t.ib!e  iirike   directly   aga'inft   men,   but   thisiso 
ihofe  t!ut  go  out   immediately  againll  the  M^ 
Jiciven.      And  of  this  fort  is  the    unpardotiati 
■vvLiich,  as  I  oblerveJ  before,  belongs  to  this  cM 
rial,  ixxiii.  p. 

5.  It  is  a  direfl:  vioLition  nf  the  law  of  God,  I 
7-fal  all;  Thcu  /halt  not  t^h  the  m^n,e  of  thTl 
'  '^  ?  y?"'-  '^^^e  y"u  no  rcfpecl  to  the  aurfM 
»-t)..:    Confider,  1  pr.iY  yon,    (i.)  Who  gm 
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culty  of  fpeaklng  ?    Was  it  not  God  ? 

have  prevented  this,  by  making  you 

as  many  are  ?    (2.)  For  what  end  he 

>t  for  his  glory  ?  and  will  ye  ufe  it 

^^onour  J  He  thereby  differenced 

•'ill  you  make  yourfelf  like  a 

;•.  ^  vQu,  might  he  not  fet  laws 

..     '^,.  -the  law  of  God,  but 

\>  -^ii^g  h^s  been  punifhed 

.lie  Scythians  the  fwearer^s 

.a  of  his  eftate ;  with  the  Per- 

.vith  the  Grecians,  cutting  off  the 

ilomans,  throwing  down  ^  fteep  rock. 

)f  our  land  are  againft  it,  though  it  is 

of  our  magiftrates,  that  they  are  not 

n.    But  God  is  mocked  that  way,  and 

people  that  do  not  prefs  them  to  their 

rm  them* 

■ 

that  has  a  peculiar  contempt  of  God 
moil  direclly  againft  his  honour,  Ffal. 
[lis  name  is  dreadful,  and  it  is  that 
s  difplayed  his  glorious  nature  unto 
tute  and  abufe  it  then,  muft  needs  bear 
empt  of  God  in  it.  It  is  a  proclaiming 
r  him,  and  doing  what  we  can  tocaufe 
be  had  to  him  in  the  world. 

direftly  contrary  to  the  great  end  of 
ation.  The  firft  petition  in  the  Lord's 
owed  be  thy  name.  This  fliould  be  our 
all  things  ;  for  it  is  God's  own  defign, 
hjcrs  are  fubfcrvient,  whether  in  nature 
1  this  flies  directly  in  the  face  of  it,  and 
a  moft  hainous  fin. 
articular  malignity  in  it,  and  in  a  moft 

proceeds  from  the  devil,  as  it  has  lels 
to  it  than  other  fins  ordinarily  have, 
rofit  is  there  in  it  ?  The  thief  gets  fome- 
lins,  and  the  drunkard  a  belly  full :  but 
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time  lie  as  a  talent  of  lead  on  their  confciences,  which 
now  they  think  light  of;  and  (hall  pierce  their  heurts 
as  fwords. 

[3.3  However  lightly  men  may  look  on  thcfc 
things,  the  guilt  of  them  (hall  onc6  be  wreathed  about 
their  necks ;  and  the  man  fhall  fee  to  read  his  own 
fentcnce  of  condemnation  for  them,  under  which 
he  muft  either  die  or  be  releafec^  by  the  Mediator's 
fatisfaftion  and  interceffion.  They  have  profaned 
God's  name,  and  God  will  have  the  indignity  offered 
to  his  honour  wiped  off,  either  by  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  (inner,  or  his  cautioner  whom  he  muft  produce, 

[4.3  If  erer  the  finner  be  pardoned,  as  his  profa- 
ing  the  holy  name  fhall  ftick  to  his  confcience  in  a 
particular  manner  when  once  awakened,  io  after  the 
pardon  it  fhall  make  him  go  with  a  bowed  down 
back,  as  it  did  Paul,   i  Jim,  i*  13. 

[5.]  Lajlly,  If  he  be  not  pardoned,  the  wrath  of 
God  in  hell  fhall  lie  upon  him,  Rom.  ii*  5.  and  it  fhall 
be  more  fevcrely  punifhed  there  than  many  other  fins. 
The  man's  fin  fhall  continue  with  him  through  the 
a^es  of  eternity,  while  the  violence  of  bis  torments 
fhall  make  him  blafpheme  for  ever. 

Fourthly^  It  mav  be  afked,  what  is  the  great  evil  of 
this  fin,  that  it  is  fo  fevcrely  punilhed  ? 

1.  It  is  a  fin  that  is  dire<5Uy  againil  God,  his  glorious 
grcatncfs  and  infinite  majefty.  That  name  is  dreadful* 
vhich  men  profane,  Mai.  i.  ult.  The  angels  adore  it, 
the  devils  tremble  at  it ;  and  fhould  vile  worms  of  the 
earth -profane  it  at  every  turn?  Sins  of  the  fecond 
table  fl:rike  directly  againft  men,  but  this  is  one  of 
thofe  that  go  out  immediately  againfl  the  Majefly  of 
l;c;ivcn.  And  of  this  fort  is  the  unpardonable  fin, 
Avhicli,  as  I  obferved  before,  belongs  to  this  command, 
Pfal.  Ixxiii.  9. 

2.  It  is  a  direft  violation  of  the  la^  of  God,  Swear 
V  ^t  at  all ;  Then  Jkalt  not  take  the  nSme  of  the  Lord  tbj 
G  d  in  vain.  Have  you  no  refpecl  to  the  authority  of 
God  i    Coafider,  I  ^ray  you,  (i.)  Who  gave  you  a 
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tongue  and  a  faculty  of  fpeaking  ?  Was  it  not  God  ? 
Might  not  he  have  prevented  this,  by  making  you 
naturally  dumb,  as  many  are?  (2.)  For  what  end  he 
gave  it.  Was  it  not  for  his  glory  ?  and  will  ye  ufe  it 
againft  him  to  his  diflbonour  ?  He  thereby  differenced 
you  from  a  beaft ;  and  will  you  make  yourfelf  like  a 
devil  ?  Now,  if  he  gave  it  you,  might  he  not  fet  laws 
for  the  ufe  of  it  to  his  glory  ? 

3.  It  is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  law  of  God,  but 
a  breach  of  mens  laws.  Swearing  has  been  punifhed 
by  many  nations.  With  the  Scythians  the  fwearer^s 
punilhment  was  the  lofs  of  his  eftate  ;  with  the  Per- 
fians,  bondage ;  with  the  Grecians,  cutting  off  the 
ears ;  with  the  Romans,  throwing  down  a  fteep  rock. 
And  the  laws  of  our  land  are  againft  it,  though  it  is 
the  crying  fin  of  our  magiftrates,  that  they  are  not 
put  in  execution.  But  God  is  mocked  that  way,  and 
it  is  the  fin  of  people  that  do  not  prefs  them  to  their 
duty,  and  inform  them. 

4.  It  is  a  fin  that  has  a  peculiar  contempt  of  God 
in  it,  ftriking  moft  direclly  againft  his  honour,  Ffal. 
cxxxix.  2o.  His  name  is  dreadful,  and  it  is  that 
wherein  he  has  difplayed  his  glorious  nature  unto 
men  :  to  proftitute  and  abufe  it  then,  muft  needs  bear 
a  horrible  contempt  of  God  in  it.  It  is  a  proclaiming 
of  our  flighting  him,  and  doing  what  we  can  tocaufe 
that  no  regard  be  had  to  him  in  the  world. ;   . 

5.  It  is  moft  direftly  contrary  to  the  great,  end  of 
all  divine  revelation.  The  firft  petition. in  thci Lord's 
prayer  is.  Hallowed  be  thy  name.  This  fliould  be  our 
chief  defign  in  all  things  ;  for  it  is  God's  own  defign, 
to  which  all  oth^s  are  fubfervient,  whether  in  nature 
or  grace.  And  this  flies  directly  in  the  face  of  it,  and 
cannot  but  be  a  moft  hainous  fin. 

6.  It  has  a  particular  malignity  in  it,  and  in  a  moft 
fpecial  mannei;  proceeds  from  the  devil,  as  it  has  lets 
to  carry  to  us  to  it  than  other  fins  ordinarily  have. 

( I.)  What  profit  is  there  jin  it  ?  The  thief  gets  fome- 
.  hing  for  his  pjiins,  and  the  drunkard  a  bellyful! :  but 
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what  gets  the  fwearer  ?  Other  finners  ferve  the  de\il 
for  pay  ;  but  fwearers  are  volunteers,  that  get  no  re- 
ward. What  fruit  does  it  bring  you,  but  the  abhor- 
rence of  fcrious  perfons,  and  the  fearful  juiiffemeots 
of  Godii 

(a.)  What  pleafure  is  in  it  ?  The  unclean  perfon 
gets  no  profit,  but  a  fordid  pleafure  by  his  (in.  Bot 
which  of  your  fcnfes  does  fwcaring  gratify  ?  If  pco^ 
were  minded  to  give  up  themfelves  to  all  manner  of 
fenfuality,  yet  there  is  fo  little  that  can  be  ftraintd 
from  this  fin,  that  unlefs  they  be  refoived  to  do  Ae 
devil  a  pleafure,  they  might  forbear  this  fin.  Love  to 
that  lin  then  mull  be  a  love  to  it  fur  itfelf,  a  pure 
devililh  love,  without  the  fnrallell  profpeift  of  pleafure 
or  profit  by  it.  And  if  men  will  thus  court  their  own 
damnation,  it  is  pity  they  be  balked  of  the  lo*eil 
place  in  hell,  and  the  higheft  room  among  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  devil,  who  will  ferve  him  juft  beauEi! 
they  will  ferve  hin;. 

(5.)  Can  any  fay  itis  thefinof  hisconditutinn  ?  We 
have  heard  of  a  covetous,  envious,  lullful,  paffionate, 
vrc.  conftitution,  but  of  a  fwearing  coniiitution  never. 
Is  any  man  burn  with  it?  does  the  conrtitution  of  our 
bodies  incline  us  to  it  ?  In  many  other  fins  the  boJy 
drags  the  foul;  but  here  the  foul,  co'-.i.iry  to  il! 
God's  commands,  makes  the  body  its  fl^ve,  and  tunu 
up  the  tongue  againft  the  heavens. 

7.  Common  Iwearers  and  curfcrs  will  be  found  to 
be  men  either  of  confciences  already  feared,  or  neit 
door  to  it.  And  I  would  fjy,  (i.)Knew  ye  evera 
tender  exercifed  Chriilian  an  ordinary  fwearer?  I  be- 
lieve ye  will  find  it  as  hard  to  find  a  faint  a  common 
fwearer  as  a  common  drunkard  or  whoremonger,  ti  is 
hard  Co  fay  it  is  a  fpot  of  God's  children .  (2 .)  It  hath 
been  known,  that  very  wicked  and  loofe  men  who  have 
given  up  themfelves  to  fenfuality  and  vokiptooufne^ 
have  had  a  dreadful  horror  of  profane  (weiring;  the 
little  natural  confcience  that  was  left  them  ftartling  at 
the  profanation  of  t."!!!  dreadful  name.     ^3,)  It  is  fd- 


S^be  Dodtine  improved.  551 

dom  foufld  that  thofc  do  reform.    Many  are  very  ex- 
travagant otherwife  in  their  youth,  that  afterwards 
take  up  themfelves ;  but  oft-times  fwearing  grows 
.grayheaded  with  men.    (4.)  Is  it  not  often  feen  come 
to  that,  they  never  know  till  the  oath  be  belched  out ; 
yea,  fome  will  fwear,  and  not  knoi^  they  are  fwear- 
inp[ ;  nay  they  will  fwear  that  they  are  not  fwearing. 
"Whence  can  this  proceed  but  from  a  feared  confcience  ? 
8.  Swearing  looks  like  hell  upon  earth.     I  faid  be- 
fore that  there  is  no  advantage  by  fwearing :  but  now^ 
I  muft  fay,  that  they  will  have  this  advantage,  that 
their  works  will  go  with  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit. 
The  whoremonger  will  not  get  his  whores  there,  nor 
the  drunkard  hts  cups,   nor  the  covetous  man  his 
money  ;  but  the  fwearer  and  curfer  will  ilill  drive  on 
hio  old  trade,  and  that  with  improvement^  through 
all  eternity.     I  had  once  the  unhappinefs  to  hear  a 
great  fwearer,  who  had  often  been  reproved  and  ad- 
monifhed,    fay,   he  would  curfe  and  fwear  in  hell 
through  all  eternity.    I  thought  it  might  be  a  pro- 
phecy.    But  why  fliould  men  take  the  trade  of  the 
damned  over  their  head  on  earth  ?  will  not  an  eterni- 
ty be  long  enough  to  give  people  their  fill  of  profa- 
ning and  blafpheming  the  name  of  God,  and  curling  ? 
Why  need  they  begin  fo  foon  ?  there  is  time  enough 
afterwards.      I  know  nothing  on   earth  fo  like   a 
damned  foul  in  hell,  as  a  curfer  or  fwearer,   under 
bodily  pains  and  defpair.    And  fome  have  been  feen 
to  die  as  they  lived,  curfing  and  fwearing  out  their 
dying  breath,  to  the  aftoniflbment  of  beholders.    And 
if  fuch  men  fhould  happen  to  leave  the  world  in  the 
rage  of  a  fever,  as  many  do  die  rayijog,  i(.will  be  2, 
fwonder  if  they  die  not  therein. 

I  fliall  conclude  all  with  a  very  fhort  word  of  im-j 
provement. 

I.  How  can  thefe  lands  efcape  a  ftroke  that  have  fq 
much  of  this  guilt  to  anfwer  for?  Can  we  think  that 
Cod  V  iU  hold  natipns  guiltlefs^,  that  h^^vc  come  under 
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national  perjuries  in  violating  lawful  oaths  for  tEfar- 
mation,  that  over  and  over  many  times  have  becnm- 
volving  thetnfelves  in  finful  unlawful  oaths  codHht 
to  the  truth,  belldes  all  the  execrable  oaths  lad  Wjf- 
phemies  vented  by  a  profane  generation  that  have  aA 
off  all  fear,  and  that  profanation  of  the  holy  name  br 
curling,  fwearing,  and  profaning  of"  holy  ordiniDcei, 
chargeable  upon  us  ? 

2.  I  warn  ail  grofs  profaners  of  the  name  of  Godto 
repent,  and  flee  to  the  blood  of  Chrifl:  for  parJoB; 
certifying,  that  if  ye  Jq  not,  ye  Ihall  lie  under  ik 
wrath  of  God  for  ever,  and  tbat  unruly  toDgucoi 
yours  ihall  call  you  into  a  burning  fever  in  bell, 
where  ye  fhall  not  have  a  drop  of  ^vatcr  to  cool  your 
tongue.  Have  pity  on  your  fouls,  have  pity  on  the 
land,  and  your  families,  if  ye  have  any.  Pity  clic 
rifing  generation.  Is  it  not  fad  to  think  of  younj 
ones  learning  to  curfe  and  fwear  as  they  leaiu  ta-. 
ipeak  ?  Where  do  they  learn  thefe  things  but  at  hatne, 
or  from  other  cliildren  that  icarn  them  at  humc?  TliB 
blood  of  their  fouls  will  lie  at  your  doors,  if  they  lol- 
low  your  fteps  j  and  if  God  pluck  them  as  brands  out 
of  the  burning,  no  thanks  lo  their  parents,  wiiodo 
what  in  them  hes  by  their  example  to  ruin  them,  Siy 
not,  ye  reprove  them,  and  do  not  allow  them  in  it; 
for  an  ill  example  will  deftroy  what  yc  build  by  yoor 
good  advice  *i 

3.  Let  us  endeavour  not  only  to  reform  ourfelve^ 
but  contribiitt;  to  the  reformation  of  others  in  thit 
point.  It  is  Cain's  language,  unbecoming  a  CiiriltiiQi 
Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?  In  Jevcral  places  and  nations 
tliere  are  focieties  for  reformation  of  manners.  Aad 
were  there  but  one  in  a  family  that  had  the  courage 
to  ipeak  a  word  for  God,  to  reprove  iin,  wJut  good 
might  it  do,  the  work  being  managed  with  calmads 

♦  Sonic  plcaj  ani3  pretences  that  linners  offei  in  apology  for  fwe**" 
iiig  may  be  C.eii  fatisljirtly  anfft-ered  inihe  author's  book,  latel»pfr 
blilhed,  crciiicd.  The  dipi'gtijhi.tg  iharaden  of  true  btlifLin,  Olh^ 
4  C-vcal  agni>:J}  p,Qfans  fwcarfs,    p.  197.  W<r. 
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and  love?  To  neglect  this  duty  is  injurioqs  to  God, 
our  neighbour,  and  ourfelves.  But  fomc  may  objeft. 
Our  reproofe  will  dp  no  good,  we  may  as  well  hold 
our  tongue*  I  anfwer.  Be  ye  in  your  duty,  and  leave 
the  event  to  God.  Your  duty  ye  have  laid  before  you, 
Mattb.  xviii.  15.  16.  17.  If  thy  brother  Jhall  trejpafs  a- 
^ainjl  thee^  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and 
him  alone :  if  be  Jhall  hear  thee^  thou  haft  gained  thy  ' 
brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee^  then  tah  with 
thee  one  or  two  more^  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
nvitneffes  every  word  may  be  eflablijhed*  And  if  he  Jlmli 
negledl  to  hear  them^  tell  it  unto  the  church :  but  if  he 
negled  to  hear  the  churchy  let  him  be  unto  thee  as-  an  Hea- 
then man^  and  a  publican.  Habitual  profane  fwearers 
are  furely  more  ofFenfive  to  God  and  good  m^n, 
than  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  a  (iogle  aft  of  fornica- 
tion, Lev.  V.  1.  Tell  thefe  things  to  your  neighbours 
that  lie  at  home  unneceffarily  on  the  Lord's  d^y*. 
None  are  more  likely  to  be  guilty  of.  thefe  things  tl\aa 
fuch.  Be  fo  kind  to  their  iouls  as  to  let  them  know, 
that  if  they  continue  in  thefe  things,  what  has  beeii 
faid  here  againft  them,  feeing  they  were  obliged  ta 
have  come  and  heard  our  meflage  from  theLord,  fhall 
witnefs  ag^iinft  them  at  tlie  great  day,  as  well  as  a*- 
gainft  thofe  who  have  heard  the  fame,  if  they  conti- 
nue in  fuch  coutfes.  I  fliall  clofe  this  with  that  word,^ 
Deut.  xxviii.  58.  59.  If  thou  wilt  not  obfirve  to  dp  all 
the  words  of  this  law  that  are  written  in  this  book^  that 
tbau  mayft  fear>^  this  glorious^  and  fearful  name^  THE 
LORD  THT  GOD;  then  the  Lord  will  make  thy 
plagues  wonderful^  and  the  plagues  of  thy  feed^  even 
great  plagues^  and  of  long  cotitinuancej  and  Jpre  ft'cknejjes^ 
and  of  long  continuance,  ^nd  O  that  all  oaths,  grofe 
or  minced,  all  profaning  of  the  name  of  <iod,  and. ir- 
reverent ufe  of  it,  und  all  curfing  of  whaitjver  kind^ 
might  end  with  thefe  fermons  againft  it. 

4.  Let  us  all  fee  ourfelves  in  the  glafs  of  this  com- 
inaiid  and  threatening,  and  learn  to  know  our  guilt 
with  refpecl  to  it,  and  our  danger  thereby.  God  wiU  kfe 
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us  fcnotf,  fooner  or  Utcr,  that  he  thinks  laazh  ti 
what  we  think  very  little  of.  And  let  us  be  humWed 
uoder,  and  wath  in  Cbrifi's  blaod  for,  our  iiDginU- 
kiog  God's  name  in  vain  *. 

Of  the  fourth  Commandment. 
Exodus  xs.  3.  9.    jo.    11. 

Remember  the  fabbath-day,  to  keep  it  My.  Six  dm 
jhalt  thou  labour^  and  do  all  thy  ivork^  But  the  from 
day  is  the  fahbatb  of  the  Lord  thy  Gad  :  in  it  thmfik 
not  do  any  wori,  thou,  nor  thy  fan,  nor  thy  daarMir, 
fhy  man-fervant,  nor  thy  maiJ-jirvant,  nor  thycallk\ 
nor  thy  Jlranger  that  is  within  thy  gales.  Fer  injs 
days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the /(a,  andd 
that  in  them  is,  and  refted  thefeventh  day :  luba^m 
the  Lord  blejfcd  the  fabbath-day,  and  hallowed  it. 

TH  I  S  command  refpecis  the  time  cf  worfliip,  inJ 
is  the  laft  of  the  firft  table,  ice  to  join  bothio 
gctlier,  the  fabbalh  being  the  bond  of  all  rclieion.  k 
the  words  we  have, 

I.  The  command.     It  is  delivered  two  ways. 

i/i,  Pofitively,  Rememl-er  the  fabbath  day,  to  icifi 
holy.  Sabbaih  fignities  reft  or  ccflation  from  labont 
'Jhcre  is  a  threetold  reft  or  fabbath  fpoken  of  in  iaif 
ture.  (1.)  Tcmptiial.  (:■)  Spititu':tl,^ which  isaninW 
nalfbul-icft,  in  ceafing  from  Cir,,  Ueb.  iv.  3.  (j.)  Eta^ 
nal,  Hcb.  iv.  9,  ii.  celebrated  in  heaven,  where  tlw 
faints  relt  from  their  labours.  ,  It  is  the  firrt  of  thefe,  tie 
weekly  fabbath,  that  is  here  meant.     Obferye  icre, 

(1.)  Our  duty  with  refpefl:  to  the  fabbath.  It  is/i 
ieep  it  holy.  God  has  made  it  holy,  fet  it  apart  for 
holy  exercifes,  and  we  mult  keep  it  holy,  fpeDdiDgit 
in  holy  exercifes.  j 

•  Advice)  10  cninmon  fwearcrs  may  be  feen,  and  read  with  pnN 
in  the  autlKif-s  C^iw-Jt  agaJ-Jl  prcfam  /'vjiarhg,  in  his  Di/Hmfim 
cbaraStrs  cf  tTatteliivirs.  ^.ict.i^t,  "    "■ 


^        Of  the  fourth  Commandment.  $^5 

^  (i.)  The  quantity  of  time  to  be  obferved  as  a  fab- 
-  bath  of  reft,  a  day,  a  whole  day  of  twenty-four  hours  ; 
'  and  the  one  day  in  fevcn.  They  muft  obferve  a  feventh 
day  after  fix  days  labour,  wherein  all  our  work  muft 
be  done,  put  by  hand,  foas  nothing  of  it  may  remain 
j  to  be  done  on  the  fabbath.  y 

(3.)  A  note  of  remembrance  put  upon  it ;  which 
3  imports  that  this  precept  fhould  be  diligently  obferved, 
fpecial  regard  paid  to  it,  and  due  honour  put  upon 
' '  this  facred  day. 

^  2^//y,  Negatively.  Where  obferve,  (i.)  What  is 
i  forbidden  here ;  the  doin?  of  any  work  that  may  hin- 
;  der  the  fanftifying  of ,  this  day.  (2 .)  To  whom  the 
\  commaind  is  direded,  and  who  muil  obferve  it.  Ma- 
;  giftrates,  to  whom  belong  the  gates  of  the  city ;  and 
a  xnafters  of  families,  to  whom  belong  the  gates  of  the 
j,  houfe.  They  muft  obferve  it  tbemfelves,  and  caufe 
i  others  to  obferve  it. 

2.  The  reafons  annexed  to  this  command.  None  of 
the  commands  are  thus  delivered,  both  pofitively  and 
^  negatively,  as  this  is.  And  that  imports, 
f  '•  i/?,  God  is  in  a  fpecial  manner  concerned  for  the 
^  keeping  of  the  fabbath,  it  being  that  on  which  all  re- 
ligion depends.  Accordingly  as  it  is  obferved  or  dif* 
^  regarded,  fo  it  readily  goes  with  the  other  parts  of  re- 
f   ligibn. 

'^  '  idly^  People  are  moft  ready  to  halve  the  fervice  of 
>  this  day,  either  to  look  on  refting  from  labour  as  fuf- 

•  ficient^  or  to  look  on  the  work  of  the  day  as  over 
',   when  the  public  work  is  oyer. 

•  ^dfy.  There  is  lefs  light  of  nature  for  this  command 
i:   than  the  reft :  for  though  it  is  naturally  moral  that 
^   there  fliould  be  a  fabbath  ;  yet  it  is  but  pofitively  mo- 
ral that  this  fhould  be  one  day  in  feven,  depending  en- 

•  tirely  on  the  will  of  God. 

■ 

In  difcourfing  further  from  this  fubjed,  I  fhall  fhew, 
1.  Wh;it  is  required  in  the  foUfth  commandment. 
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II.  Which  day  of  the  feren  God  hath  appointed  te  1 
be  the  weekly  l^bbath. 

III.  How  the  fabbath  is  to  be  fanftiGed, 

IV.  What  is  forbidden  in  this  comruaiKl. 

V.  The  reafons  annescd  to  it. 

VI.  Make  improvement. 

I.  I  am  to  (hew  what  is  required  in  the  fourtlioMh 
mandment.  This  command,  according  to  ourute-, 
chilm,  requireth  "  the  keeping  holy  to  God  fucHct 
*'  times  as  he  hath  appointed  io  his  word ;  exprcWy 
*'  one  whole  day  in  leven,  to  be  a  holy  fabbith  W 
."  himfclt."     Here  I  aiall  fliew, 

1.  That  this  command  requireth  the'keepingholyte 
God  luch  fet  times  as  he  hath  appointed  in  his  word. 

2.  That  it  requires  one  day  in  feven  to  be  kept  is  i 
holy  fabbath  to  the  Lord. 

3.  That  the  day  to  berkept  holy  is  one  whole  dj)?. 
FirJ},  I  am  to  iliew,  that  this  command  requirelii 

the  keeping  holy  to  Gndftich  fet  Limes  as  he  hjih  ap- 
pointed in  ills  word. 

The  jews  under  tlie  Old  Teflannent  had  feveraldajs 
be-ldc  the  wetkly  labbath,  that  by  divine  appoincmtnt 
.■were  to  bf  kept  as  holy  days,  and  by  virtue  of  Oiil 
command  they  were  to  obferve  them,  even  as  by  vir- 
the  of-  the  lecoiid  they  were  to  oblerve  the  facrifios 
and  other  parts  of  die  Old-teftamcnt  initituted  wof- 
ihip.  But  thefe  days  are  taken  away  under  the  g* 
ipcl,  by  the  comiiig  of  Chrifl. 

But  that  which  this  command  in  the  Bift  placerc- 
quires,  is  the  keeping  holy  of  a  (abbath  to  God  ;  whil* 
ever  be  tlie  day  God  determines  for  it  i  whether  tfcc 
ieventh  in  order  from  the  creation,  as  under  the  OU 
Tellament,  or  the  firft,  as  under  the  New,  Aoilfi) 
the  command  is.  Remember  the  Jabhath  djy^  to  iafi 
huly  ;  not,  Pvimcmber  the  fev^nlb  day.  Tlius  the  keep- 
ing of  a  liibbath  is  mm-al  duty,  binding  ail  peribajiB 
all  places  cf  the  world. 

I- or  it  is  moral  d\ity»  and  by  the  nattiralliwi*, 
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i  .quipcd,  that. as  God  is  to  be  worflupped  not  only  in- 
-ternally,  but  externally,  not  only  privately,  but  public- 

:  Jy  ;  fo  there  muft  be  fome  fpecial  time  deugncd  and  fet 
apart  for  this,  without  which  it  cannot  be  done.  And 
fo  the  very  Pagans  had  their  fabbaths  and  holy  days. 
This  is  the  firft  thing  imported  here,  That  a  fabbath  is 
to  be  kept. 

Another  thing  imported  here  is,  That  it  belongs  to 

!  -God  to  determine  the  fabbath,  or  what  day  or  days  he 
will  have  to  be  kept  holy.    He  fays  not.  Remember  to 

^  .keep  holy  a  fabbath-day,  or  a  day  of  reft,  leaving  it  to 

]  men  what  days  ftiall  be  holy,  and  what  not ;  but,  Remem^ 
,ber  the  fabbath' day  ^  &c.  fuppofing  the  day  to  be  already 

^  determined  by  himfelf.  So  that  we  are  bound  to  the 
fet  time  appointed  in  his  word. 

And  this  condemns  mens  taking  on  themfelves, 

'    whether  churches  or  ftates,  ta  appoint  holy  days  to  be 
kept,  which  God  has  not  appointed  in  his  word.   Con- 
fider, 
.1.  This  command  puts  a  peculiar  honour  onthefab-^ 

'  bath  above  all  other  days.  Remember  the  fabbath-day^ 
Sec.  But  when  men  make  holidays  of  their  own  to 
be  kept  holy,  the  day  appointed  of  God  is  fpoiled  of 
its  peculiar  honour,  and  there  is  no  peculiar  honour 
-left  to  it,  Ezek.  xliii.  8.     Yea,  in  praftice  they  go  be- 

.  fore  it ;  for  mens  holidays,  where  they  are  regarded, 
.are  naore  regarded  than  God*s  day. 

2.  This  command  fays,  Six  days  fhalt  thou  labour. 
Formalifts  fay,  there  are  many  of  thefe  fix  days  thou 
fhalt  not  labour,  for  they  are  holy  days.  It  thefe 
/words  contain  acominand,  who  can  countermand  it? 
if  but  a  permiflion,  who  can  take  away  that  liberty 
•which  God  has  left  us  ?  As  for  faft-days  or  thankf-. 
giving-days  occafionally  appointed,  they  are  not  holy 
days ;  the  worfhip  is  not  made  to  wait  on  the  days, 
as  on  fabbaths  and  holy  days,  but  the  days  on  the 
worlliip  which  God  by  his  providence  requires ;  and 
confequently  there  inUjll  l?e  a  time  for  performing  thefe 
cxerciles. 
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3.  It  belongs  only  to  Ood  to  make  a  holy  diy;  for 
who  can  fandify  a  creature  but  the  Creator,  or  time 
bat  the  Lord  of  time?  He  only  can  give  the  UeII- 
ing:  why  fliould  ttcy  then  lanctify  a  day  that  on- 
not  blcfs  it?  The  Lotd  abbhors  holy  days  dwifed 
out  of  mens  own  hearts,  2  Kings  xii.  33. 

4.  Laftly,  What  reafon  is  there  to  think  thitwhcn 
God  has  taken  away  frojn  the  church's  neckigieat 
many  holy  days  appointed  by  himfelf,  he  haslcKlbc 
gofpcl  church  to  be  bonlened  with  as  many,  wf 
and  more  of  mens  iDvendoa,  than  he  binirelf  bad  ap- 
pointed ? 

Secondly,  Tliis  command  requires  one  day  in  fevco 
tn  be  kept  as  a  holy  fabbath  unto  the  Lord  :  Six  dap 
Jhali  t/jou  labour,  and  do  all  thy  work  :  bul  the  frotnli 
liay  is  Ihefabbath  of  the  Lord  th'j  God.  'ihus  the  Lord 
determines  the  quantity  of  time  that  is  to  be  his  owo 
in  a  pecuUar  manner,  that  is,  the  feventh  part  cH  our 
timr.  After  fix  days  working  a  feventh  is  tobea 
liibbath.  Tl,is  is  muial,  binding  all  perfons  in  all  ago, 
and  not  a  ceremony  abrogated  by  Chrilt. 

I.  This  command  of  appointing  one  day  in  fevM 
for  a  labbath  is  one  of  the  cemniands  of  that  law,  con- 
lifting  of  ten  commands,  which  cannot  be  made  out 
without  this ;  was  written  on  tables  of  ftone,  to  flicw 
the  perpetuity  of  it;  and  of  which  Chrift  fays,  Matlb. 
V.  17.  18.  ip.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  dejlroy  lit 
law  or  the  /^mfyhels  :  I  urn  not  come  to  dejlroy,  but  tefai- 
Jit.  Fur  vei  ily  I  fay  unto  you.  Till  heaven  and  earth  pafs, 
one  jot  or  on;  tilth  f;all  in  no  wife  pafi  from  the  law,  M 
alt  Ue  fullfiled.  IVhofoever  therefore  Jhafl  break  one  of  tbtfi 
leaf}  commandment i,  and  Jl} all  teach  men  fo,  heJhallU 
leajl  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  but  whofoe-ver  JhaH  ^h 
and  teach  lhe?n,  the  fame  fhall  be  called  great  in  the  tii^' 
dom  of  heaven. 

s.  It  was  appointed  and  given  of  God  to  Adamin 
innocency,  before  there  was  any  ceremony  to  bc  ta- 
ken away  by  the  coming  of  Clirift,  Gen.  ii.  3. 
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^  )•  AH  the  fcafons  anqexed  to  ^is  comlpaQd  are 
\  morale  refpeding  all  men  s^s  wdl  as  the  Jews,  to 
\  whom  the  ceremonial  law  was  given.  And  We  find 
'.  ftrangers  obliged  to  the  ob|ferv?itipn  of  it  as  well  as  the 

jews ;  but  they  were  not  fo  to  ceremonial  laws. 

'  4.  Jjiftlyy  Jefiis  Chrift  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  thing  perpe- 
',  tually  to  endure,  even  after  the  Jewifli  fabbath  was 

*  aver  and  gone,  Matth.  xxiv.  S9»  And  fo  although 
\  the  fabbath  of  the  feventh  day  in  order  from  the  ere-* 
^  ation  was  chs^nged  into  the  firft  day,  yet  itiU  it  wag 

*  J^cpt  a  feventh  day, 

^  Thirdly^  The  day  to  be  kept  holy  is  one  whole  day# 
Not  a  few  hours  while  the  public  worfhip  lafts,  but  s^ 
-'*  whole  day.  There  is  an  Artificial  d^y  betwixt  fuUtri? 
^  iing  and  fun-fetting,  John  xi.  9. ;  and  a  natural  day 
^  pf  twenty-four  hours,  Gen.  i,  which  is  the  day  here 
"  ineaqt.  This  day  we  begin  in  the  morning  iromedi- 
-'  ately  after  midnight ;  and  fo  does  the  fabbath  begin^ 
}  find  not  in  the  evening,  as  is  clear,  if  ye  confider^ 
'  ;.  John  XX.  19.   The  fame  day  at  evenings  being  the 

*  j^rft  day  of  th(  week :  where  ye  fee  that  the  evening 

following,  not  going  before  this  firft  day  of  the  week, 
'    is  called  the  ey^ning  of  the  firft  day. 

2.  Our  fabbath  begins  where  the  Jewiih  fabbath 
^  f  nded ;  but  the  Jewiih  fabbath  did  not  end  towards 
t  the  evening,  but  towards  the  morning,  Matth.  xxvii?. 
^  %•  In  the  end  of  the  fabbath^  as  it  began  rt  dawn  to^^ 
[  wards  thefirjl  day  of  the  weeel^^  &c. 
^  3.  Our  fabbath  is  held  in  memory  of  Chriil'^  refur- 
i  reftion,  and  it  is  certain  that  Chrilt  rofc  early  in  th^ 
J  jxiprning  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week. 
^  Let  us  therefore  take  the  utmoft  care  to  give  God 
^  the  whole  day,  fpending  it  in  the  manner  he  has  ap- 
■    pointed,   and  not  look  on  all  the  time  befides  what  is 

fpent  in  public  worlhip,  as  our  own  ;   which  is  tco, 

xiiuch  the  cafe  in  thefe  degenerate  times  wjherein  we 

|ive. 

II.  I  copac  now  to  fli?w  ^hich  day  of  the  fcven  Gcd 


560  Of  the  fourth  Commandment. 

hath  appointed  to  be  the  weekly  fabbath.  According 
to  our  catechifm,  "  From  the  beginning  of  the  world* 
<«  to  the  rcfurreclion  of  Chrift,  God  appointed  tibe 
**  feventh  day  of  the  week  to  be  the  weekly  fabb^th } 
**  and  the  firft  day  of  the  week  ever  fince,  to  conti- 
*«  nue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  is  the  Chri- 
«  ftian  fabbath/' 

We  have  heard  that  this  command  requires  a  fabbath 
to  be  kept,  and  that  one  whole  day  in  feven  ;  we  are 
row  to  confider  what  day  that  is.  1  he  fcripture  teaches 
us,  that  there  are  two  days  which  have  by  divine  ap- 
pointment had  this  honour,  the  feventh  day,  and  the 
firft  day  of  the  week. 

Firfly  As  to  the  feventh  day,  it  is  acknowledged  by 
all,  that  that  was  the  Jewifli  fabbath.  And  concern- 
ing it  confider, 

1.  Who  appointed  the  feventh  day  to  be  the  fab* 
bath.  It  was  God  himfelf  that  appointed  the  feventh, 
which  is  the  laft  day  of  the  Week,  by  us  called  ^alur^ 
dajy  to  be  the  fabbath  ;  ^Ihe  feventh  day  is  the  fabbath 
of  the.  Lord  thy  God.  He  that  was  the  Lord  of  time 
made  this  defignation  of  the  time  at  firft. 

2.  Wherefore  did  God- at  firft  appoint  the  feventh? 
The  reafon  of  this  was,  that  as  God  refted  that  day 
from  all  his  works  of  creation,  men  might  after  his 
example  reft  on  that  day  from  their  own  works,  that 
they  might  remember  his,  and  celebrate  the  praifes  of 
the  Creator.  For  infix  days  the  Lord  mad^  heaven  and 
earthy  —  and  rejled  the  feventh  day*  The  work  of 
creation  was  performed  in  the  fix  days,  and. nothing 
was  made  on  the  feventh  day ;  fo  that  the  firft  new 
day  that  man  fa w,  was  a  holy  day,  a  fabbath,  that 
he  might  know  the  great  end  of  his  creation  was  to 
ferve  the  Lord. 

5.  How  long  did  that  appointrtient  of  the  feventh 
day  laft  ?  To  the  refurreclion  of  Chrift.  This  was  its 
Jaft  period,  at  which  time  it  was  to  give  place  to  a 
new  inftitution,  as  will  afterwards  appear.  The  day 
of  Chrift's  refun^ctiou  was  the  day  of  the  finifliing  of 
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the  new  creation,  the  reftoration  of  a  marred  worlA 

4.  When  was  the  fabbath  of  the  feventh  day  ap- 
pointed firft  I  Some  who  detract  from  the  honour  of 
the  (abbath,  contend  that  it  was  not  appointed  till  thd 
promulgating  of  the  law  on  mount  Sinai,  and  that  its 
£rft  inftitution  was  in  the  wildernefs.  We  hold  that 
it  was  appointed  from  the  beginning  of  the  worlds 
For  proof  whereof  confider, 

(i.)  Mofes  tells  us  plainly,  that  God,  immediate!/ 
after  perfecting  of  the  works  of  creation,  blefled  and 
hallowed  the  feventh  day,,  Gen.  ii.  2.  j*  Now,  how 
could  it  be  blefled  and  hallowed  but  by  an  appointing 
of  it  to  be  the  fabbath,  fetting  it  apart  from  common 
works  to  the  work  of  God's  folemn  worlhip  ?  The 
words  run  on  in  a  continued  hiftory,  without  thef 
lead  Ihadow  of  anticipating  upwards  of  two  thoufand 
years,  as  fome  would  have  it* 

(2.)  The  fabbath  of  the  feventh  day  was  obferved 
before  the  promulgation  of  the  law  from  Sinai,  and 
is  fpoke  of,  £xod.  :XfVu  not  as  a  new,  but  an  ancient 
inftitution.  So,  ver.  5.  preparation  for  the  fabbath  i^ 
called  for,  before  any  mention  of  it  is  made,  clearly 
importing  that  it  was  known  before.*  See  ven  2  ^< 
where  the  fabbath  is  given  for  a  reafon  why  they 
fliould  prepare  the  double  quantity  of  manna  on  the 
jfixth  day  ;  which  fays  that  iolemn  day  had  not  its  in- 
flitution  then  firft.  And  the  breach  of  the  fabbath  is, 
ver.  2  8.  expofcd  as  the  violating  of  a  law  formerly  given^ 

(3.)  In  the  fourth  command,  they  are  called  to  re- 
member the  fabbath-day,  as  a  day  that  was  not  then 
firft  appointed,  but  had  been  appointed  before^  altho^ 
it  had  gone  out  of  ule,  and  had  been  much  forgotten 
when  they  were  in  Egypt*  Befides,  the  reafons  of 
this  command,  God's  refting  the  feventh  day,  and 
bleftxng  and  hallowing  it,  being  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world,  fay,  that  the  law  had  then  place  wheit 
the  reafon  ot  the  law  took  place# 

(4.)  This  is  evident  from  Heb.  iv.  3. — 9^.  The  a- 
polllc  there  proves,  that  there  remains  a  iabbach  or  ^e!¥ 
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to  the  people  of  God,  into  which  they  are  to  enter  6]r 
faith,  from  this.  Chat  the  fcripture  fpeak^  only  of  three 
£ibbat]fms  or  reds,  cme  after  the  wbrk^  of  oreatton, 
another  after  the  coming  into  Canaan ;  and  David's 
v^ords  cannot  be  underftood  of  the  firft,  for  that  wa^ 
over,  vcr.  3.  and  fa  vsras  the  other ;  therefore  there  ^^ 
maineth  a  reft  for  the  people  of  God,  ver.  9. 

Some  allege  againft  thi»,  thit  the  patriarchs  did  not 
obferve  the  fabbath,  because  there  h\n6  mention  made 
of  it  in  the  fcripturcs.  But  this  is  no  juft  prejudice; 
for  at  th)t  rite  we  might  as  well  conclude  it  was  oot 
obfervcd  all  the  time  of  the  judges,  Samuel  and  Saal^ 
for  it  is  no  where  recorded  in  that  hiitory  that  they 
did*  Yea,  though  the  patriarchs  had  not  obfervcd  it, 
yet  that  could  no  more  militate  againll  the  firft  infti- 
tution,  than  their  polygamy  againil  the  firft  rnfti* 
tution  of  marriage.  Biit  as  from  the  patriarchs  fa- 
crificing  we  infer  the  divine  appointment  of  facrificCy 
fi>  from  the  infticution  of  the  fabbath,  we  mav  infer 
their  keeping  if.  Arid  their  counting  by  weeks,  a* 
Noah  did,  Gen.  viii^  10.  12..  and  Labaa  with  Jacob, 
Gen.  xxix.  27.  28.  doth  not  obfcurely  (hew  it:-  for  to 
what  end  did  they  ufe  this  computation:,  but  that  the 
f  ibbath  might  be  dillinguilhed  from  other  days  ?  And 
the  piety  of  the  patriarchs  perfuades  us,  that  they  ob- 
ierved  that  folemn  day  for  woilhip  ;  and  if  any  day> 
what  but  that  defigned  of  God? 

Secondly^  As  to  the  fabbath  of  the  firil  day  of  the 
week, 

1.  Confider  th^  date  of  it,  which  was  from  the  re- 
furi^ection  of  Chrift,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  for  the  days  ot  the  gofpel  are  the  laft  diiys. 

2^  How  the  fabc.ath  could  be  changed  from  the  fe- 
ve^nUi  to  the  firil:  day  of  the  week.  The  (ourrh  com- 
ir.and  holds  out  a  fabbath  to  be  kept,  and  that  one  ia 
fcvcn.  As  for  the  dciignation  of  the  day,  he  that  de« 
finned  .one  could  deiign  another;  and  the  fubftituting 
of  a  new  clay  is  the  repealing  of  the  old. 

3.  Wheretore  tii«  cvYewvi^^  ^;i&  made.     Upon  t!ie 
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acconnt  of  die  r^furrcclion  of  Chnft,   wherein  the 
■    work  of  man's  redemption  waa-  completed^ 

4.  By  what  authority  it  was  changed  into  the  firft 

•day.     T&e  fabbath  was^  by  divine  authority  changed 

foom  the  feyenth  to  the  firfl  day  of  the  week ;  fo  that 

the  Lord's  day  is ,  now  by  divine  appoinjEnxent  the 

:    Chriftian  fibbath, 

(i.)  The  ftbbafch  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  is 

;    propheficd  of  under,  the  OM  Teftament,  Pfal.  cxviii/ 

r    ^4.  tTA/V  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  rhade^  viz.  the 

:   xlay  of  Cbiii^s  jrefurreftioq,   when  the  ftone  which 

.    ttie  builders  rejefted  was  made  the  head  of  the  corner. 

:    We  ivUl  rejoiu  and  h  ghdl  in  it  ;    that  is,  we  vwU  cele- 

•    brate  it  as  a  day  of  rejoicing  and  jthankfulnefs  for  the 

work  of  redemption.     Compare  Afts  iv.  ro,  11.  Be 

^    jit  known  unto  you  all^  and  to  all  the  people  of  Ifrael^  that 

;    by  the  name  cf  JtfusChrifl  jrf  Nazar-eih^  whom  ye  cruet- 

\ptd^  whom  God  raijld  from  the  dead^  even  hy  him  doth 

;    this  man  ftand  here  beforis  you  whole.     This  is  the  (lone 

which  was  fit  at  ngughlcf  you  builders^  which  is  be- 

<$me  the  head  of  tf)^  corner.     Hereto  poffibly  may  that 

paffage  be  referred,  E:5ck.  xliii.  27.  And  when  tbefe 

days  arje  esfpired^  it  Jball  be  that  upon  the  eighth  day, 

;    and  fo  forward^  tljg  priejls  Jhall  maie  your  -burnt  offer - 

.    ings  upon  the  altar ^  and  your  ppace  offerings  ;  and  I  will 

.    accept  you^  faith  the  Lord.     And  it  may  be  called  the 

.    eighth  day^  feecaufe  the  firft  day  of  the  week  now  i'g 

the  eighth  in  order  fwm  the  ci'eatioa.     A«  alfo  If.  xi. 

10.    His  rt(l  fhall  be  glorious.      A3  the  Father's  reft 

from   the  worjf  of  <:reation  was  glorious  by  the  le- 

venth  day-s  reft,    fo  the  reil  df  tlvc  Son  from  the 

woik  of  redemption  was  glorious  by  the  firft  day's 

reft..    On  thiis  dqiy  it  was  that  the  light  was  formed  ; 

fo  on  this   day  did  Ghnrt  t^ie  Sun  of  righteoufnefs, 

the  true  light,  arife  from  the  dark  nianiions  of  the 

grave  with  refplcndent  glory^ 

(2 .)  This  day  is  called  the  L'lrd^s  day^  Rev.  1.  ;p.  That 
(hi^  Lord'*  day  is  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  is  clear, 
if  ye  coniider  that  John  fpeaks  of  this  day  as  akny  vvij 
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day  amonc;  Chriftians  by  that  name.  It  could  not  be 
the  Jewilh  fabbath,  for  that  is  always  called  the  fib- 
bath,  and  the  Jewifh  fabb;iths  were  then  repealed,  Col. 
ii.  16.  Neither  could  it  meaa  any  other  dayofik 
week,  wherein  Chrift  fpecially  manifeUed  himfelf,  for 
that  would  determine  no  day  at  al).  And  that  this 
phrafe  infers  a  divine  inflitution,  is  evident  from  the 
iike  pbrjfe  of  the  facrament  called  the  Lird's  fuffir. 
■  (3.)It  is  evident  there  ought  to  be  a  fabbath,  andtkt 
from  the  creation  till  Chrift's  refurreclion  the  fevculli 
day  in  order  was  appointed  by  God  hi  rnfelf.  It  is  no  lei 
evident,  that  the  fabbith  is  changed  to  the  firftdayof 
the  week,  and  that  lawfully,  becaufe  the  Jewifli  lab- 
bath  is  repealed.  Now,  who  could  lawfully  make  this 
ichangc  but  one  who  had  divine  authority  ?  who  there- 
fore is  called  Lord  of  the  fabbath,  Mark  ii.  28. 

(4.)  Ic  was  tlie  practice  of  the  apoftles  and  primitive 
Cfarifiians  to  obferve  the  iirft  day  of  the  week  for  the 
fabbath,  John  xx.  19.  Afts  xs.  7,  On  this  daytlie 
collection  for  the  poor  was  made,  i  Cor.  xvi.  2. ;  and 
you  know  the  npodles  Ifad  from  Chrift  what  they  de- 
livered to  the  churches  as  to  ordinances,  1  Cor.  xi. :]. 

(5.)  La/fly,  '{'he  Lord,  by  glorious  dilplays  of  ha 
grace  and  Spirit,  has  remarkably  honoured  this  day, 
in  all  ages  of  the  church  ;  and  by  iignal  ftrokes  from 
heaven  has  vindicated  the  honour  of  this  day  on  tb* 
profaners  of  it.  Of  this  remarkable  initances  maybe 
feen  in  hiiiory  both  at  home  and  abroad, 

Ixt  us  therefore  fanctify  this  day  as  the  day  which 
God  hath  appointed  and  bicll'ed  as  a  day  of  facredreft 
in  the  Chriilian  church. 

HI.  I  come  now  to  fhew  you  how  the  fabbath  ii  to 
be  fanclified.  The  catechifm  tells  us,  "  !t  is  to  be  lane- 
^'  tificd  by  a  holy  refting  all  that  day  even  from  fuch 
"  worldly  cniplnyments  and  recreations  as  are  lawtut 
*'  on  other  days  ;  and  fpending  the  whole  time  in  the 
'■  public  and  private  excrcifes  of  God*s  wt. 'IhipT  ex- 
*'  ccpt  i'j  much  as  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the  works  pf 
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«<  neceflity  and  merqr/*  Here  I  ihall  flicw  whatit  is 
to  fandify  the  fabbath,  and  what  are  the  paufts  of  the 
fan&iflcatton  of  it.  *  ^ 

First,  I  am  to  Ihew  what  it  is  to  fanftify  the  fab- 
bath.  The  fabbath-day  is  not  capa}>Ie  of  any  fandity 
or  holinefs,  but  what  is  relative  ;  that  is^  in  refpec);  oi 
its  jife  for  holy  reft  or  excrcife.  So,  (i.)  God  has 
fanAified  that  day,  by  fetting  it  apart:  for  holy  ufes, 
defigning  and  appointing  it  in  a  fpecial  manner  for 
his  own  worfhip  and  fervice.  (^.)  Men  muft  fandi* 
fy  it  by  keeping  it  holy,  fpending  that  day  in  God'^ 
worfhip  and  fervice,  for  which  God  has  fet  it'apart ; 
ufing  it  only  for  the  ufes  that  God  has  confecrated  it 
unto. 

Secondly,  I  come  to  (hew  what  are  the  parts  of 
the  fandification  of  the  fabbath.  They  are  tWo }  holy 
reft,  and  holy  excrcife. 

Fir  ft  ^  The  fabbath  is  to  be  fan£Hfied  by  a  holy  Tcft. 
Therefore  it  is  called  a  fabbath j  i.  e.  a  reft,  '  .  *'     '^  ' 

I.  What  are  we  to  reft  from  f  On  the  fabbatth' We 
muft  reft,  ;  ->•  . 

I/?,  From  our  worldly  employments.  God  Uis*gi- 
vcn  us  fix  days  for  thefe;  but  his  day  muft^^'kc^pt 
free  of  them  :  In  it  thou  Jhalt  not  do  any  wori,^  Th^ 
works  of  our  worldly  calling  have  fix  days,^tlK)fe  of 
our  heavenly  calling  but  one.  We  muft  reftftom  the 
former,  that  we  may  apply  ourfelves  to  the':'httcr.' 
Now,  fuch  works  are  to  be  accounted,        ^  J    :  i 

(i.)^  All  handy  labour  or  fervile  employnients  ttsiid- 
ing  to  our  worldly  gain,  as  on  other  days  of  thtihct^j 
as  ploughing  and  lowing,  bearing  of  bi:irdents;>/i£rf;^ 
Neh.  xiii.  15.  driving  of  beafts  to  market,  or  exer- 
cifing  any  part  of  one's  calling.   '  »    *   J 

(2.)  All  ftudy  o£  liberal  arts  and  fciciiccsi  i The 
fabbath  is  not  a  day  for  fuch  exercifes,  as  the  te^mg 
of  hiftory,  the  ftudying  of  Ici^nees,  &fi*  If.  Wiiir  1 3. 

(^•)  All  civil  works,  fuch  as  jfnaking  of  bargains, 
unneceilary  journeying,  travelling  to  Monday  maiicrets 
o^  the  Lord's  d^y^^  though  people  w^it  on  fern^oasi 
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or  take  thera  by  the  way.  It  is  indeed  the  G&  ot  tWc 
tb%t  dooot  cluHge  their  market-days  whep  iheyfofell 
out,  and  a  fin  in  the  government  to  fufler  it  j  tmt  thjt 
will  not  juftify  thofe  who  comply  vrith  the  temptition, 
feting  God  has  given  us  other  days  of  the  week,  U 
they  cannot  overtake  their  market  after  the  Ubbuh, 
they  Ihouid  go  away  before,  that  they  may  reft  on  tbc 
fubbjth,  where-ever  they  gre,  Exod.  xvi.  29. 

7d%  From  all  worldly  recreations,  though  hwful 
pa  other  days.  It  is  not  a  day  for  carnal  pleafures  of 
any  fort,  more  than  for  worldly  employments.  Ooi 
delights -lliould  be  heavenly  this  day,  not  to  pleafc  the 
flefli,  but  the  fpirit ;  and  fports,  plays,  and  pallimei 
are  a  grofa  profanation  of  the  fabbath.  If.  Iviii.  15.  14, 

Now,  this  reft  of  the  fabbath  from  thefe  muil  be, 

(1.)  A  reft  of  the  hands  from  them.      The  banJi    1 
muil  reil,  tliat  the  heart  may  be  duly  exercifed. 

(3^  A  reft  of  the  tongue.  People  fliould  not  gire 
their  orders  for  the  wfek's  work  on  the  Lord's  day, 
noF  converle  about  their  woil<J!y  Imlinefs, 

(j.)  A  rclt  of  tlie  head  from  thinking'  of  it,  and 
forming  pUiis  and  contrivances  about  woildly  affairs. 

liiir  iiere  arc  excepted  works  of  two  K)rt:i. 

1.  ^Vorks  of  neteflity,  as  to  quench  a  houfe  on  Src, 
&c.  !.  Woiks  of  mercy,  as  to  lave  the  life  of  a 
beail ;  l^rc  Matth.  xii.  Under  which  may  be  compre- 
hended, ( i .)  Ofiod  works,  fuch  as  viCiing  the  lick,  re* 
lieviiig  ihe  oonr,  ire.  (:.)  AViirks  of  decency,  fuch 
a:.'  diefltng  tlie  body  with  cnmciy  altlre.  (5.)  Works 
of  cnrumon  honi.lly  and  humaiiity,  as  iaiuting  oB* 
another,  i  Pet.  iii.  8.  (^.  \V(!!ks  of  neccflary  re> 
frpfhmcnt,  asdicffingand  taking  of  mcit.  (5.)  Work* 
having  a  neccifriry  connection  with  and  teuuency  to 
tlie  worliiip  of  God,  as  travelling  on  the  Lord's  day 
to  fermons,  aKingsiv.  23. 

But  in  all  thclc  things  it  would  be  regarded,  that 
the  nccefliiy  be  ical,  and  not  pretended:  for  it  is  not 
enough  that  the  woik  cannot  be  done  to  fuch  advan- 
tage on  auotUer  dny  j    for    tl^at   mi^ht  l^t  out  M* 
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ffle  ofh  the  fifbhatii,  if  it  be  4i  windy  day  »or  fo;  *o  out 
down  thciif  corns,  U^bich  yet  God  has  ia  a  special 
ttianner  provided  againft,  E^od,  xxxiv.  21;;  and  tfbs^ 
would  have  juttifiea  the  fellers  of  fi(h>  wtwim  Nehe- 
miah  difcharged,  Neh.  xiii-  16.  17;  And  therefore  1 
iadiiot  think  that  th^  making  of  cheefe  on  tbe  Lord's 
day  can  be  accounted  a  work  oi  necefl5ty  -lawftil  on 
-that  day :  for  as  much  might  be  faid  in  the  other  cafes 
fis  can  be  in  thid,  viz.  that  the  com  may  fhake,  the 
fifties  fpoily  &a  Befides,  people  4hoHld  •take  l>eed 
that  they  bring  not  that  neceffity  on  themfelves,  by 
tiraeoufly  prcfviding  to  prevent  it^  And  when  works 
of  real  neceffity  and  mercy  are  to  be  done,  they  Should 
^l>e  done  not  with  a  work  day 's,  but  fabbaetit- day's 
frame. 

2.  Who  are  to  i^eft  ?  The  command  is  very  parti- 
culan  (!•)  Men^  1.)  The  heads  of  the  family,  the 
Jieads  of  the  Hate,  mafter  and  itniftrefs  are  to  give  ex« 
ample  to  others.  2.)  The  children,  fon^  duughJter ; 
they  ftiuft  not  have  their  liberty  to  profane  the  fab- 
bath  by  playing  more  than  working.  3.)  Servants, 
whofe  toil  all  the  week  may  tempt  them  to  itiifpend 
the  Lord's  day  ;  they  muft  not  be  bidden  profane  the 
fabbath ;  and  if  they  be,  they  muft  obey  God  rather 
than  man.  4.)  The  ftranger  muft  not  be  allowed  his 
liberty :  we  muft  not  compliment  away  the  honour 
of  the  fabbath.  (2.)  Beafts  ;  they  muft  reft  ;  not  that 
the  law  reaches  them  for.  them lielves,  but  for  their 
owners ;  either  becaufe  they  require  attendance  at 
work,  or  put  the  cafe  they  did  not,  yet  it  is  the 
work  whrch  muft  not  be  done.  This  lets  us  fee  that 
where  even  their  work  may  be  carried  on  on  the  Lord's 
day  without  attendance  on  them,  yet  it  is  not  to  be 
done. 

3.  What  makes  the  reft  holy  ?   Refped  to  the  corft- 
mand  of  God. 

Sscpndlyy  The  fabbath- is  to  be  fanftified  by  holy  cx- 
ercile. 

I.  Public  e::ercircs  of  God's  WQrfhip,  If  Ixvi.  23.  ; 
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as  hearing  fermons,  Luke  iv.  nS.  prayer,  Acls  xri. 
1 3.  i^.  receiving  of  the  facrameots,  where  there'is  oc- 
cafioo,  Afts  XX.  7.  finging  of  pfalms,  Pfal.  xcii.  title. 

«.  Private  cxercifcs  of  worfliip,  alone  and  ia  our 
families,  Lev.  xsiii.  3.  Neither  of  thefe  mull  juftie 
out  the  other.  God  has  joined  them  ;  let  us  not  put 
them  afunder. 

And  thefe  duties  arc  to  be  done  with  a  fpecialele- 
vation  of  heart  on  the  fabbath-day  ;  they  ought  to  tie 
performed  with  a  frame  fuiting  the  fabbath,  II'.  Km. 

'3- 

I/?,  Grace  muft  be  ftirred  up  Co  exercife,  oiber- 
wile  the  fabbath  will  be  a  burden.  Grace  will  beat 
its  height  in  heaven,  and  the  fabbath  is  an  emblem  of 
heaven,  Hev.  i.  10. 

tdly.  The  heart  ftiould  be  withdrawn  from  all  earth- 
ly things,  and  intent  upon  the  duty  of  the  day.  We 
muft  leave  the  afs  at  the  foot  of  the  mount,  thatve 
may  converfe  with  God. 

^dly.  Love  and  admiratitin  are  fpecial  ingredients 
here.  The  two  great  works  of  creation  and  redemp- 
tion, which  we  are  particularly  called  to  mind  on  the 
Lord's  day,  are  calculated  to  excite  our  love  and  id- 
miration. 

i\tbly.  We  fliould  have  a  peculiar  delight  in  the  diy 
and  the  duties  of  it,  exchanging  our  lawful  pleafpro 
on  other  days  with  fpiritual  pleafures  on  thi=. 

The  reft  without  holy  exercife  is  not  fufficient, 

1.  The  fabbach-reft  refembles  that  of  heaven,  which 
is  a  red  without  a  reti,  wherein  the  foul  is  moft  birfy 
and  active,  ferving  the  Lord  without  weariiefs. 

2.  It  it  were  enough,  we  were  obliged  to  fanctify 
the  fabbath  no  more  than  bearts,  who  only  reft  thit 
day. 

3.  The  reft  enjoined  is  not  commanded  for  itfttf, 
but  for  the  holy  exercifes  of  the  day. 

Now,  it  is  the  whole  d;-.y  that  is  thus  to  be  fpent,  ui- 
the  natural  day,  Not  that  people  are  bound  to  be  in 
thefe  e,\etcirt:a  without  interniiflion  all  the  twenty  ioiff 
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hours  ;  for  God  has  not  made  the  fabbath  to  be  a  bur- 
den to  man,  but  that  wefhould  continue  God's  work 
as  we  do  our  own  on  other  days,  where  we  are  allow- 
ed neceflary  reft  and  refrefliment  by  l?eep  in  the  night. 
Ufe,  Remember  the  fabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy^ 
This  note  is  put  upon  it, 

1.  Becaufe  of  the  great  weight  of  the  thing,  the  fab- 
bath being  the  bond  of  all  religion.    It  is  God's  deal- 
day,  wherein  his  people  may  expeft  furniture  for  ail 
the  week. 

2.  Becaufe  we  are  very  apt  to  forget  it,  Ezek.  xxii, 
26.  There  is  lefs  light  of  nature  for  this  than  other 
commands.  It  reftrains  our  liberty  in  thof(^  things 
that  we  do  all  the  week.     And  Satail  knowing  the 

'•  importance  of  it  for  our   fouls,    that  it  is  a  day  of 
bleffing,  fets  on  us  to  forget  it.     If  ye  would  theii 
«  fanftify  the  fabbath^ 

(i.)  Remember  it  before  it  come ;  oii  the  laft  day  of 
the  week,  on  the  Saturday's  evening,  laying  by  work 
timeoufly  to  prepare  for  it,  Luke,  xxiii.  5^. 

(2 .)  Remember  when  it  is  come  ;  rife  eafly  on  the 
fabbath-morning,  Pfal.  xcii.  2.  The  rnof^ng  hath 
enough  ado:  worihip  God  fecretly  and  privately  : 
prepare  yourfelves  for  ordinances,  wreftle  with  God 
for  his  prefence  thereto,  that  he  may  gracio^fljf  affiil 
the  minfter  in  preaching  and  you  in  hearing,  an^niay 
blefs  the  word  to  you.  Remember  it  while  it  is  going 
on,  that  it  is  God's  day,  a  day  of  bleffing,  and  ply 
diligently  the  work  of  the  day,  not  only  in  time  of 
the  public  work,  but  after,  till  the  day  be  finilhed. 

(3.)  Remenaber  it  when  it  is  oyer,  to  fee  what  good 
you  have  got  by  it ;  to  blefs  him  for  any  fmiles  of  his 
face  or  manifeftations  of  his  grace  ;  and  to  mourn  o- 
ver  your  failures,  and  apply  to  the  blood  of  Ciirilt  for 
pardon  and  cleanfing. 

IV.  I  proceed  to  (liew  what  is  forbidden  in  (he 
fourth  commandment.  We  are  told  in  the  catcchifm, 
that  it  "  forbiddeth  the  omiffion  or  carcljfs  pcrforuv 
-    Vol.  II.  •     4  G 
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**  ance  of  the  duties  required,  ancj  the  prnfitiingt 
"  day  by  idienefs,  or  doingtliat  which  is  ia  itielt  C 
"  ful,  or  by  unnccefTiry  thoughts,  words,  or  wo^ 
»*  about  worldly  employments  or  recreations." 

There  are  five  ways  how  this  commandnient  is  \ 
ken. 

Firft,  By  oaiilTion  of  the  duties  required  on  t 
day,  whether  in  wliole  or  in  pirt.  M-ioy  of  tlieii 
bath-duties  are  the  duties  of  every  day  ;  but  the  on 
fion  of  them,  which  is  always  criminal,  is  more  fa 
(his  day,  becaufe  on  it  we  arefpec'iUy  called  to  tl« 
We  fin  agzinft  this  command  then,  when  we  ne^ 
the  public  or  private  exercifes  of  God's  worfliip.  \ 
I.  Not  remembering  the  fabbath,  before  it  coi 
to  prepare  for  it ;  cntertdioing  a  carnal  worldly  ha 
of  I'pirit  on  the  niglit  before,  not  laying  afide  worlt, 
times,  and  cnnipoling  our  hearts  tor  the  approacfa 
fabbath;  far  more  when  people  continue  at  theirW 
Liter  that  nij^Iit  than  ordinary,  getting  as  near 
borders  of  the  labti;ith  ;is  tiiey  can. 

■I.  Neglecting  the' duties  of  the  fabbath-moroii 
particularly, 

(i.)  The  duty  of  meditation.  Thofc  that  art 
the  Spirit  on  the  I^ord's  day,  their  fpirits  will  bebo 
elevated  lo  heavenly  things,  and  converiing  witfah 
ven.  The  two  great  w.iiks  of  cie.\tion  and  redeo 
tirn  re(]uire  our  thoughts  particularly  on  that  d 
Pul.  XLii  5.;  and  we  mult  needs  be  guilty,  wl 
while  God  iias  let  thefe  great  marks  before  us,  we 
not  aim  to  hit  them,  H.is  not  God  made  it  a  dajf 
blefling  ?  Ihould  not  W(^  ilicn  conlider  our  wants,  ! 
leries,  and  needs,  and  iharpen  oui  appetites  after  tf 
food  that  is  fet  before  us  in  ordinances  on  that'dar 
(2  )  Secrtt  prayer.  I'lie  fahbatU-mnrning  is  a% 
cial  I;n".c  lor  wrtUlingMutii  t;o<l,  conh.lling,  petUiO 
ing,  and  giving  thanks.  'Ihtn  ihoukl  tbere  be  sn 
ft-M^g  for  Uie  blefiirjg  on  ll.t;  day  of  blefling.  Aod  ll 
neglect  r.f  it  is  a  ve:y  bad  beginning  J'or  that  goc 
i.;:;y.  V,'hcn  M-'il  '.i.cy  conic  to  G*xr3  door  that  "»• 
not  cur.:;;  tV.cvv',  1**.;^'..  u-^u.  i.  a. 
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(3.)  Family-exercife.  This  command  has  a  fpecial 
refpeft  to  family  religion.  As  God  will  have  the  fami- 
ly to  mind  and  fee  to  their  own  work  on  the  fix  days, 
fo  he  calls  them  to  mind  his  together  on  the  fabbath^ 
£very  family  is  to  be  a  church,  efpecially  on  the  Lord's 
day^     And  if  people  came  with  their  hearts  warmed 

•  from  family-duties  to  the  public,  they  would  fpeed. 

3.  Negleft  of  th€  public  exercifes  of  God's  wor- 

•  (hip,  Heb,  X.  ?5,  By  this  rtegled  the  fabbath  is  pro- 
'••    faned.     The  public  ordinances  on   the   Lord's  day, 

<  whatever  they  do  elfe,  they  keep  up  a  ftandard  for 
;  Chrift  in  the  worfd  ;  and  to  flight  them  is  the  way  to 

<  fill  the  world  with  Athcifm  and  piofanenefs.  As  it 
2  would  be  the  fin  of  minifters  not  to  adminifler  them, 
f  fo  it  is  the  fin  of  people  not  to  attend  on  them.  But 
i  O  how  does  this  profanation  abound,  by  unneceffary 
\i  abfenting  from  public  ordinances!  It  is  not  enough 
;  to  fpend  the  time  in  private,  G(^  requires  both ;  and 
!i  the  one  niuft   not  juftle  out   the   other.     Nothing 

^ould  be  admitted  as  an  excufc  in  this  but  what  will 
J    bear  weight  when  the  confcience  is  fitted  before  God. 

4.  Negledling  the  duties  of  the  day  when  the  pu- 
blic work  is  over.  The  fabbath  is  not  over  when  the 
public  work  is  over.  When  we  go  honie  to  our  hou- 
fes,  we  mtift  keep  the  fabbath  there  too.  Lev.  xxiii, 
3.  It  ought  not  to  bd  an  idle  \\\\\^^  Ye  ought  10  re- 
tire by  )Ourfelyes,  and  meditate  on  what  ye  have 
heard,  on  your. behaviour  at  the  public  ordinances, 
and  be  humbled  for  your  failings ;  confer  together 
about  the  word,  renew  your  calling  on  God  in  fccret, 
and  in  your  families,  and  with  variety  of  holy  exer- 

,  cifes  fpend  what  remains  of  the  day. 

Secondly^  The  fabbath  is  profaned  by  a  carelefs  per- 
formance of  th^  duties  required.  Though  we  per- 
form  the  duties  themfiplvcs,  we  may  profane  the  fab- 
bath by  the  way  of  managing  them,  Now,  it  is  a 
(:arelefs  perforixiance  to  perforar  them, 

X.  Hypocritically,  Matth.  xv.  1.  while  the  boc^y  is 

4  t.  2 
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c\-eraTctl  in  fabbath's  work,  but  the  heart  goes  not 
alongft  with  it. 

2.  Carnally  in  ^n  learthly  frariie  of  fpirit,  the  heart 
nothinrr  favourinr:  of  heaven,  but  ftill  of  the  world. 
Hence  are  fo  many  dift rafting  thoughts  about  worldly 
things',  that  the  heart  cannot  be  intent  on  the  duty  of 
the  day,  Amos  viii.  5. 

2.  lleartlefsly  and  coldly.  The  fabbath  fliould  be 
called  a  delight ;  a  fpecial  vigour  and  alacrity  is  r^ 
quired  to  fabbathrdutieSt  But  O  how  flat,  heartlefs, 
dead,  and  dull  arc  weibr  the  moft  part !  fo  that  many 
are  quite  out  of  their  element  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
never  come  to  themfelves  or  any  alacrity  of  fpirit  till 
the  fabbath  be  over,  an^  they  return  to  their  bufinefs, 

4.  To  perform  them  with  a  wearinefs  of  them  or 
in  them,  Mai.  i.  13,  AlaS !  is  not  the  fabbath  the 
moft  wearifpmc  day  df  aH  the  week  to  many  ?  The 
reft  of  the  fabbath  is  more  burdenforae  than  the  toil 
of  other  days.  How  will  fuch  take  with  heaven, 
where  there  is  an  eternal  reft,  an  everlafting  fabbath? 
This  is  a  contempt  of  God  and  of  his  day. 

Thirdly^  The  fabbath  is  profaned  by  idlenefs.  God 
has  made  the  fabbath  a  reft,  but  not  a  rnere  reft.  He 
never  allows  idlenefs  :  on  the  weekdays  we  muft 
not  be  idle,  or  we  mifpend  our  own  time.  On  the 
Lord's  day  we  muft  not  be  idle,  or  we  mifpend  and 
proiane  God*s  time.  Thus  the  fabbath  is  idled  away 
and  profintd, 

1-  By  unneceffary  unfeafonable  fleeping  on  that 
day  ;  lying  long  in  tiie  fabbath- morning,  going  foon 
to  bed  that  night,  to  cut  God's  day  as  ihort  as  may 
be ;  and  much  more  fleeping  in  any  other  time  of 
the  d:^y,  to  ^put  off  the  time. 

2.  By  vain  gadding  abroad  on  the  J^ord's  day,  thro' 
the  fields,  or  gathering  together  about  the  doorsj  toidle 
away  the  time  in  company.  It  is  very  iieceiTary  that 
pcjj  le  keep  within  doors  on  the  Lord's  day  as  much 
as  may  be  ;  and  if  neceflity  or  conveniency  call  thera 
tWth,  chat  they  carry  thvii  iabbath's  work  with  them. 
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;  3.  By  vaia  and  idle  difcourfe  or  thoughts.  We 
snuft  give  an  account  of  every  i^le  word  fpoken  on 

r    any  day,  far  morp  for  thofe  fpoken  on  the  Lord'§ 

I:    day,  which  are  doubly  finful. 

ji        Fourthly  J  The  fabbath.is  profaned  by  doing  that 

.  Mehich  15  in  itfelf  finful.  To  do  thofe  things,  on  the 
XiOrd's  day  that  ought  not  to  be  done  any  day,  is  a 

g    fin  highly  aggravated^     Thus  the  fabbath  is  profaned 

.    by  people's  difcouraging  others  from  attending  ordii^ 

•  nances,  inftead  of  attending  them  tHemfelves  ;  fwear- 
!  ing  or  curling  on  that  day,  inftead  of  praifing  God. 
'  Tne  better  the  day,  the  worfe.is  the  deed.  How  fearful 
.^  muft  their  doom  be  who  wait  that  time  for  their  wicked 
,  prz^nks,  as  Ibme  diflion^ft  fervants  and  other  naughty 
'    perfons  who  chufe  the  time  that  others  'are  at  church, 

for  their  hidden  works  of  diflionefty  5  becaufe  then 
they  get  moft  fecrecy  ?  And  indeed  the  devil  is  very 
bufy  that  way,  and  has  brought  fome  on  to  commit 

I    fuch  things  on  the  fabbath-day  as  have  brought  them 

;    %o  ^n  ill  end. 

•  Lajlly^  By  unneceflary  thoughts,  words,  ov  works 
about  worldly  ^mploymeqts  or  recreations,     Th^  fab- 

'    bath  is  profaned, 

'  I.  By  carnal  recreations,  nowife  neceffary  nor  fuit^ 
\  able  to  the  work  of  the  fabbath;  fuch  as  all  carnal 
'    pleafures,  fports,  plays,  and  paftimes,  If.  Iviii.  13. 

2,  By  following  of  worldly  employments  ou  that 
-  day,  working  or  going  about  ordinary  bufinefs,  cx^. 

cept  in  cafes  of  neceffity  and  mercy,  Matth.  xxiv.  20. 
Though  where  rt- a]  neceffity  or  mercy  is,  it  is  an  abufe 
of  that  day  to  forbear  fuch  things,  as  fometimes  the 
Jews  did,  who  being  attacked  on  the  Lord'sj  day^ 
would  not  defend  themfelves, 

3.  By  unneccijary  thoughts  or  difcourfe  abqut  them ; 
far  that  day  is  a  day  of  reft  from  them  every  way ; 
^nd  we  fliould  neither  think  of  nor  talk  about  them, 

O  let  us  be  deeply  humbled  before  the  Lord  under 
the  fenfe  of  our' profanations  of  the  fabbath  :  for  who 
can  plead  innocent  here  ?  We  ^re  all  'guilty  in  fom? 
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fliape  or  other,  arid  had  need  to  ffee  to  the  atoning 
blood  of  Jdfus  for  the  expiation  of  this  and  ^1  our 
other  fins. 

V,  I  conne  now  to  confider  the  reafous  annexed  to 
t ae  fourth  commandment.  And  thefe,  according  to 
the  catechifm,  are,  *^  God's  aflowirig  us  fix  days  of 
*•  the  week  for  onr  ou'n  employments  j  his  chaHen- 
f  ging  a  fpecial  propriety  in  the  fevcnth ;  his  own 
**  example ;  and  his  bleiling  the  fabbath-day." 

This  command  God  has  enforced  by  four  reafons. 

I.  The  firft  reafon  is  taken  from  the  equity  of  this 
tommand.  God  has  allowed  us  fix  days  of  feven  for 
^ur  own  bufinefs,  and  referved  but  one  for  himfelf. 
la  dividing  our  time  betwixt  himfelf  and  us,  he  has 
made  our  Ihare  great,  fi^i  for  One,  Confider  the  force 
pf  this  reafon, 

i/?,  We  have  time  enough  to  ferve  ourfelves  in  the 
fix  days,  and  fliall  we  not  ferve  Gx)d  oil  the  feventh? 
They  that  wjU  not  be  fatisfied  with  fix,  w^oufld  as  lit- 
tle be  fatisfied  with  fixteen.  But  carnal  hearts  arc 
Kke  a  fandbcd  to  devour  that  which  is  holy.     Nay, 

2dly,  Wc  have  time  enough  to  tire  ourfelves  on  the 
fix  days  in  onr  own  employments;  it  is  a  k'indnefs 
that  we  are  obliged  to  reft  on  the  Lord's  day.  Our 
interefl.  is  our  duty,  and  our  duty  is  our  intereft.  It 
is  a  kindnefs  to  our  bodies  and  fouls  too.  And  fiiall 
we  not  be  engaged  by  it  to  fendify  the  iabbath  ? 

^dly^  There  is  time  enough  to  raife  the  appptite  for 
the  iabbath.  It  comes  fo  feldpm,  though  fo  fweet  to 
the  exercifed  foul,  that  we  may  long  for  it,  and  re- 
joice at  the  return  of  it.  It  is  fad  if  fix  days  interval 
cannot  make  us  find  our  ftomach. 

^tkly,  God  might  have  allowed  us  but  one  day, 
afld  taken  fix  to  himfelf.  Who  could  haye  quarrelled 
the  1-ord  of  time  ?  Has  he  referved  but  one  for  fix^ 
and  fliall  we  grudge  it  \\\xt\  ?  The  ftntence  of  David 
in  the  parable  n^ainft  the  rich  man  that  took  away  the 
i^Qor  man's  one  cAvelamb,  is, applicable  hc^e,  %b^m(in(^ 
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iJjathath  done  this  thing  fhallfurdy  die  ;  and  hejl;all  re-^ 
I  Jiore  the  lamb  fmirfold^  &c.  2  ^am*  xii. 

*  2.  The  fecoivi  reafon  is  taken  from  Ood's  challen- 
ging a  fpecial  propriety  in  the  fabbathday  :   But  the 

.  Jiventb  day  is  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God.  All 
I'  days  are  his ;  but  this  is  his  \^  a  peculiar  manner, 
'    Rev,  i.  16.     He  has  fet  1  mark  on  it  for  himfelf,  to 

•  be  referved  for  Iximfelfi^  Caafider  the  force  of  this 
"    teafon. 

^  1/7,  If  we  have  a  God,  it  is  reafonable  that  God 
■^Mbould  have  a  tin>e  fet  apart  for  his  fervice,  the  fab* 
^  bath  of  the  Lord  thy  God*  The  Heathens  had  days  fet 
^^  apart  for  the  honour  of  their  idols  ;  though  the  dumb 
f  idols  could  not  demand  thexn,  yet  they  gave  them.> 
^'  Papifts  have  days  fet  apart  for  faints^  Who  are  to  them 
a.  fort  of  gods,  though  fome  of  them,  as  Paul,  has  for- 
bidden it^  And  wilt  thou  not  keep  holy  the  fabbath 
of  the  Lord  thy  God  ? 

idly  J  It  is  facrilege,  Che  i^orft  of  theft,  to  profane 
the  fabbath-day-  It  is  a  robbing  of  God^  a  flealing 
of  time  from  him  that  is  confecrated  to  him,  and  that 
is  dangerous,  Prov-  xx-  25.  We  juftly  blame  the 
churches  of  Ptome  and  England^  for  robbing  people 
of  a  great  many  days  which  God  has  given  us :  but 
how  may  we  blame  ourlelves  for  robbing  God  of  the 
<lay  he  has  kept  from  us,  and  taken  to  himfelf  ?  Alas ! 
our  zeal  for  God  is  far  below  our  zeal  for  ourfelves. 
They  lliek  to  their  faints  days,  but  bow  weary  are 
ys;c  of  our  God'^s  days  ?  Mai.  iii.  8.     , 

3.  The  third  reafon  is  taken  from  God^s  example, 
who  though  he  could  haVe  perfeded  the  world  in  a  mo* 
nient,  yet  fpent  fix  days  in  it,  and  but  fix  days,  refi- 
ing  the  feventh,  taking  a  complacency  in  the  work  if 
his  own  band  ;  and  this  as  an  example  to  be  imitated 
by  us.     Confider  the  force  of  this  reafon. 

ly?,  God's  example  propofed  for  imitation  is  a  moft 
binding  rule,  Eph.  v.  i.  Be  ye  folUwers  of  God.  What 
God  does  is  beft  doae,  and  we  muft  labour  to  write 
after  his  copy. 
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2^/y,  The  profaning  of  the  fabbath  is  a  moft  eminent 
and  fignal  contempt  of  God  and  of  his  works.  Did 
God  reft  on  the  fabbath,  taking  a  coa^placency  in  the 
fix  days  works  ?  Our  not  doing  fo  is  an  undervaluing 
of  what  (iod  fo  highly  efteemed,  flighting  of  w'hat  he 
fo  much  prized,  and  confequently  a  contempt  of  him- 
felf  and  his  works  too, 

4.  The  fourth  reafon  is  taken  from  his  bleffing  the 
fabbath'day.  His  bleffipg  of  that  day  is  his  bleffing  it 
as  a  mean  of  bleffing  us  in  the  keeping  of  it.  It  im- 
ports,   . 

ly?.  The  Lord's  putting  a  peculiar  honour  on  it  be- 
yond all  other  days.  It  is  the  holy  of  the  Lord  and  honour- 
able. The  King  of  heaven  has  made  it  the  queen  of 
days.  Therefore  it  fhould  be  our  queftion,  What 
fliall  be  done  to  that  day  the  King  delighteth  to  ho- 
nour ?  Let  us  beware  of  ievclling  that  with  common 
things  which  God  has  fo  far  advanced  above  them. 

7dly^  That  the  Lord  has  fet  it  agart  for  a  fpiritual 
bleffing  to  his  people,  fo  that  in  the  fanftification  of 
that  day  we  may  look  for  a  bleffing.  If.  Ivi.  6.  7.  nay 
that  the  Lord  will  multiply  his  bleffings  on  that  day 
more  on  his  people  than  any  other  days  wherein  they 
feek  it.  So  that  as  the  Lord  requires  more  on  that  day 
than  on  any  other  days,  he  alio  gives  morfe. 

jrf/y.  That  the  Lord  will  make  it  even  a  fpring  of 
temporal  bleffings.  He  will  not  let  the  day  of  bleff- 
ings be  a  curfe  to  people  in  their  temporal  affairs. 
They  fhall  be  at  no  lofs  in  their  worldly  things  by  the 
fabbath-reft.  Lev.  xx v.  20.  22.  Confcientious  keepers 
of  the  (abbath  wdll  be  found  to  thrive  as  well  other- 
wife  as  thofe  who  are  not.    The  force  of  this  reafon  is, 

(i.)  God's  honour  by  keeping  of  that  day,  that  we 
may  get  his  bleffings  on  it  (howered  dow*n  upon  us. 
*So  that  the  profanation  of  the  fabbath  is  like  profane 
Efau's  rejecting  the  bleffing. 

(2.)  Our  own  interell.  Is  it  a  fpecial  day  for  bleff- 
ing, and  ffiall  we  not  obferve  it?  It  is  an  unworthy 
roiftake  to  look  on  the  fabbath  as  fo  much  loft  time. 


1  Kd  time  is  fo  gaiiifiil  as  i  fabbath  holily  obferved.  And 
V  indeed  the  great  reafon  of  the  profaning  df  the  fab- 
%  bath  may  be  found  to  lie, 

:        [1,3  In  carnality  arid  worldly-mliidedncfs,    Thefab- 

2  bath  is  lio  delight  to  maiiy.  Why  ?  Becaufe  heaveri 
c  ^WDuld  be  node  to  them,  for  they/avour  not  the  things 

of  Godi  The  heart  that  is  drowned  in  the  cares  or 
-,  jdeafures  df  the  world  all  the  week  over,  is  as  hard  to 
5    get  in  a  fabbath-frame  as  wet  Wood  to  take  fire; 

C^O  Infenfiblenefs  df  their  need  df  fpiritual  blefSngs; 

-^Thcy  are  ndt  fenCble  of  their  wants,  and  hence  they 

^  defpife  the  bleffing;     He  that  has  nothing  to  buy  or 

,   ftll,  can  flay  at  home  on  the  ndarket-day,  arid  the  full 

.   foul  cares  not  for  God's  day. 

[  [3.]  The  not  believing  of  the  bleffing  df  that  day. 
\  They  that  thidk  they  may  come  as  good  fpced  any  day 
{  in  the  duties  of  the  day  as  on  the  Lord's  day,  no  won- 
]  der  that  they  count  God's  day  and  the  duties  of  it  aa( 
\    tommon;  . 

Use.  Let  rtie  ekhort  yoii  then  i6  beware  of  profa- 
iiing  the  fabbath.  Learn  to  keep  it  holy.  And  there- 
fore I  would  call  ydu  here  to  federal  duties; 

t.  Remember  the  fabbath-day,  before  it  come,*  td 
prepare  for  it,  and  let  your  eye  be  on  it  before  the 
week  be  done;  Timeoufly  lay  by  your  wordly  em- 
ployment, and  go  ndt  near  the  borders  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  ftrive  to  get  yoiir  hearts  in  at  frame  fuitable 
to  the  eXercifes  of  this  hdly  day. 

2.  Make  confciencc  of  attenditig  the  public  drdirian- 
ces,  and  w<iiting  on  God  in  his  own  hdufe  on  his  ownt 
day.  Loiter  not  away  the  Lotd's  day  at  hdme  unne- 
ceilarily,  feeing  the  Lord  tryfts  to  mieet  his  people 
there.  This  will  bring  leannefs  to  your  own  fduls,  and 
grief  of  heart  to  him  who  beard*  the  Load's  meffagc  ttf 
you. 

J.  Before  you  come  to'  the  public,  fperid  the  morn- 
ing in  feefet  and  private  exercifes,  particularly  in: 
prayer,  reading,  and  meditation  \  remembering  how 
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much  your  fuccefs  depeuds  upon  fultable  preparation. 
Put  off  your  (hoes  before  ye  tread  the  holy  ground. 
4.  Make  not  your  attendance  on  the  pubhc  ordi- 
nances a  by- hand  work,  and  a  mean  for  carrying  on 
your  worldly  affairs.     If  ye  come  to  the  church  to 
meet  with  fome  body,   and  to  difcourfe  or  make  ap- 
pointments about  your  worldly  bufinefs,  it  will  be  a 
wonder  if  ye  meet  with  the  Lord.    If  ye  travel  on  the 
Lord's  day,  and  take  a  preaching  by  the  way,  it  may 
well  cheat  your  l)linded  confciences ;  it  will  not  be 
pleafing  to  God,  for  it  makes  his  fervice  to  ftand  but 
in  the  fccond  room,  while  your  main  ^nd  is  what  con- 
cerns your  temporal  affairs.    Among  the  Jews  no  man 
might  make  the  mountain  of  the  houfe,  or  a  fyna- 
goguc  a  thoroughtare.     And  beware  of  common  dif- 
courfe between  fermons,  which  is  too  much  pradifed 
among  profeffors. 

4.  When  ye  come  home  from  the  public  ordinan- 
ces, let  it  be  your  care,  both  by  the  way  and  at  home, 
to  meditate  or  converfe  about  fpiritual  things,  and 
what  ye  have  heard.  Retire  and  examine  yourfelves 
as  to  what  ye  have  gained,  and  be  not  as  the  unclean 
beafts  who  chew  not  the  cud.  Let  mafters  of  families 
take  account  of  their  children  and  fervants  how  they 
have  profited,  catechife  and  inftruct  them  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  and  exhort  them  to  piety. 

6.  When  ye  are  neceffarily  detained  from  the  pu- 
blic ordinances,  let  your  hearts  be  there,  Pfal.  Ixiil 
I.  2.  and  do  not  turn  that  to  fin,  whicn  in  itfelf  is 
not  your  fin.  And  ftrive  to  fpend  the  Lord's  day  in 
private  and  fecret  worfliip,  looking  to  the  Lord  for 
the  upmaking  of  your  wants.  As  for  thofe  that 
tie  themftlves  to  mens  fervice,  without  a  due  regard 
to  their  having  opportunities  to  hear  the  Lord's  word, 
their  wages  are  dear  bought,  and  they  have  little  re- 
fpccl  to  Ciod  or  their  own  fouls ;  and  I  think  tender 
Chriftians  will  be  ioath  to  engage  io.  But  alas !  few 
irallus  or  fervants  look  further  than  the  work  and 
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wages  in  their  engaging  together !  £l  fad  argument 
that  religion  is  at  a  low  ebb. 

7.  Do  not  cut  the  fabbath  fhort.  The  church  of 
Rome  has  half-holy  days ;  God  never  appointed  any* 
fuch ;  it  is  one  whole  day,  Alas !  it  ia  a  fad  thing  to 
fee  how  the  Lord's  day  is  fo  confumed,  as  if  people, 
would  make  up  the  lofs  of  a  day  out  of  Saturday's 
night  and  Monday's  morning,  which  they  do  by  cut- 
ting Ihort  the  Lord's  day, 

8.  Laftlyy  Labour  to  be  in  a  fabbath- day's  frame^ 
Let  the  thoughts  of  worldly  bufinefs,  far  mqre  world- 
ly words  and  works,  be  far  frOm  you.  To  prefs  this, 
conCder, 

(i.)  It  is  God V  command  whereby  he  tries  your 
love  to  him.  This  day  is  as  the  forbidden  fruit. 
Who  does  not  condemn  Adam  and  Eve  for  eating  of 
it  ?   O  do  not  profane  ic  any  manner  of  way, 

(2.)  Heaven  will  bean  everlafting  fabbath,  and  oqr 
converfation  fliould  be  heaven-like.  If  we  grudge  the 
Lord  one  day  in  feven,  how  will  we  digeft  an  eterni- 
ty ?  We  are  ready,  to  complain  that  we  are  toiled  with 
the  world :  why  then  do  we  not  enter  into  his  reft  ? 

(3.)  The  great  advantage  of  fanclifying  the  Lord's 
day.  He  has  made  it  a  day  of  blcfling,  It  is  God's 
deal-day ;  and  keeps  up  the  heart  of  many  thrpugh  the 
week  while  they  thinly  of  its  approach. 

(4.)  Laflly,  Ye  will  bring  wrath  on  you  if  ye  do  not 
fanftify  the  fabbath:  God  may  plague  you  with  temT 
poral,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  plagues.  Many  begin  with 
this  fin  of  profaning  the  Lord's  day,  and  it  brings 
them  at  length  to  an  ill  hour,  both  in  this  world  an4 
th^t  which  is  to  come. 
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Exodus  xx.  12. 

Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother :  thai  thy  days  may  h 
long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givetb  thee. 

WE  come  now  to  the  fecond  table  of  the  law, 
which  teacheth  us  our  duty  to  man,  i.  e.  to 
ourfelves  and  others.   There  are  two  parts  of  religion, 

f)iety  towards  God,  comprehending  our  duty  to  God 
mmediately,  deUvered  in  the  four  firfl  command- 
inents ;  righteoufnefs,  our  duty  to  our  neighbour, 
flelivered  in  the  laft  fix.  As  God  has  fet  the  four  firft 
commands  to  maintain  his  own  worihip  and  honour 
in  the  world  ^  fo  he  has  covered  man  with  the  laft  fix. 
The  fifth  command  is  a  fence  for  him  in  his  ftation, 
whatever  it  is ;  the  fixth  guards  his  Ufe  j  the  feventh 
is  a  fence  to  his  chafiity ;  the  eighth  to  his  goods ;  the 
ninth  to  his  name  ^  and  the  tenth  to  all  that  is  his. 
Over  thefe  hedges  no  man  muft  brqdk  uqder  the  paia 
of  the  Lawgiver's  difplej^fure^ 

Religion  muft  run  through  the  whole  ^ourfe  of  our 
converiation,  and  piix  itfelt^vith all  our  actions,  thofe 
that  rpfped  men  as  well  as  thofe  that  refpect  God  im- 
niediately.  Therefore  in  vain  do  they  pretend  to  reli- 
gion, that  make  no  confcience  of  their  duty  to  men. 
Religion  makes  not  a  man  only  a  good  mkn,  but  a 
good  neighbpur.  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  tbele 
duties  are  ordinarily  made  the  trying  point  to  protef- 
/ors  of  religion.  And  if  ye  have  got  any  good  of  the 
^late  folemn  pccafion,  ye  will  not  pnly  love  God  more, 
but  love  your  neighbour  more  5  not  only  grow  in  du- 
ties of  piety  towards  God,  but  of  righteoufnefs  to  men, 
giving.every  one  their  due,  Micah  vi.  6. — 8.  Zech.  viii. 
16.  17.  Matth.  xix.  18. 19.  Rom.xiii.  ?.  9.  10, 

In  this  paffage  there  is  a  command,  Honour-thy  fa^ 
iher  and  thy  mother  ;  and  the  reafon  of  it,  that  thy  dayx 
may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givkh 
tjbee.    In  tlic  command  two  things  are  to  \>q  <:onfidcred. 
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I .  The  objeA,  father ^ and  mother.  By  thefe  are  mean  t 
not  only  our  natural  parents,  but  alfo  all  fqperiors, 
fuperiors  in  age,  i  llm.  v,  1.2.;  fuch  as  are  fuperior 
to  us  in  gifts  or  grace,  Gen.iv.  20.  &xlv.  8.;  but  efpe- 
Cially  fuch  as  are  by  God's  ordinance  over  us  in  autho- 
rity, whether  in  the  family,  as  hufbands,  2  Sam.  xii.  3. 
matters,  %  Kings  v,  13,  in  the  church,  as  minillers  and 
t)ther  church-officers,  2  Kings  ii.  12,  or  in  the  ftate, 
as  magiftrates,  fupreme  or  fubordinate,  If.  xHx.  23. 
Thefe  are  more  directly  meant  by  father  and  mother 
>vho  are  to  be  honoured. 

Thefe  are  the  objefts  of  this  command  exprefled. 
The  objefts  implied  are, 

(l.)  All  inferiors ;  that  is,  not  only  children,  but  the 
younger,  the  weaker  in  gifts  and  grace,  wives,  fer- 
vants,  people,  fubjecls.  That  thefe  are  alfo  the  ob- 
j.ect  of  this  command,  is  clear  if  ye  confider  that  their 
luperiors  are  called  fathers  and  mothers  to  them  in 
the  command,  and  confequently  it  binds  them  to  be 
as  fathers  unto  thepi. 

(2.)  All  equals;  that  is,  brethren,  lifters,  friends, 
neighbours,  and  all  amongft  whom  there  is  little  dif- 
ference as  to  age,  gifts,  grace,  place,  or  dignity.' 
That  the  command  refpefts  thcl'e  alfo,  is  clear  if  ye 
confider  that  Chrift  fums  up  the  whole  fecond  table 
in  that  general,  T^hou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 
Therefore  our  neighbour  in  the  general  muft  be  the  ob* 
jtcl  of  this  command,  as  well  as  of  the  reft  of  the  fe- 
cond table. 

2.  The  duty,  Honour.  AH  thefe  muft  be  honoured  by 
their  relatives.  Giving  of  honour  does  not  imply  the 
fuperiority  of  the  perion  honoured  ;  God  himfclf  will 
honour  thofe  that  honour  him ;  and  all  men  muft  be 
honoured  by  us,  whether  they  be  our  fuperiors,,  infe- 
riors, or  equals,  i  Pet.  ii.  17.  God  has  put  fome  ex- 
cellency ot  his  in  every  perlbn,  for  which  they  are  tq 
be  honoured.  The  titles  of  father,  hulband,  teacher, 
and  ruler,  are  honourable,  for  they  are  God's  tides. 
The  ftatiop  wherein  God  has  f?t  every  one,  though 
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inferiors  or  equals,  is  honourable ;  for  they  fhinemoft 
beautifully  that  fhine  in  their  own  fphere.  And  there 
is  no  perfon  on  whom  God  has  not  beftowed  fomething 
of  his  own,  for  which  that  perfon  is  to  be  honoured 
even  by  his  fuperiors ;  cfteemed  inwardly  in  the  heart,, 
which  is  to  be  vented  by  a  refpeftful  outward  carriage 
to  them. 

For  the  further  opening  of  thefe  words,  take  no- 
tice, 

1.  That  this  command,  whofe  fcope  is  the  perform- 
ance of  relative  duties,  is  the  firft  of  the  fecond 
table.  In  which  the  wifdom  of  God  is  to  be  adored, 
this  command  having  a  general  influence  on  all  the 
reft,  fo  that  we  cannot  tranfgrefs  the  reft  but  we  tranf- 
greis  this  in  the  firft  place*  And  it  is  worthy  of  ob- 
fervation,  that  fuch  as  bring  themfelves  to  an  ill  end 
by  murder,  adultery,  theft,  cJrr.  ordinarily  pitch  on 
difobedience  to  their  parents  as  the  inlet  to  all  thefe, 
Prov.  ^xx.  17. 

2.  That  as  the  fourth  command  is  particularly  di- 
rected to  fuperiors,  fo  this  is  to  inferiors ;  particularly 
becaufe  .fubje^on  and  fubmiilion  is  that  which  goes 
worft  down  with  the  proud  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men*;  and  therefore  God  doth  the  more  exprefsly  re- 
quire it. 

3.  That  fuperiors  are  ftyled  fathers  and  mothers. 
And  that  is,  (i.)  To  teach  fuperiors  their  duty  to- 
wards their  inferiors,  that  they  owe  them  fuch  ten- 
derncfs  and  kindnefs  as  parents  to  their  own  children, 
Num.  xi.  12.  (2.)  To  make  inferiors  the  more  chear- 
fuUy  and  willingly  to  give  due  honour  to  thein,  1  Cor, 
iv.  14.  15. 

In  difcourfing  from  this  fubjeft,  I  fhall  fhew, 

I.  What  is  required  in  this  fifth  commandment. 

II.  What  is  forbidden  in  it. 

III.  The  reafon  annexed  to  it. 

IV.  Make  fome  improvement,  as  I  go  along. 

It  I  aqi  to  fhew  what  is  required  in  this  command 


The  Duties  required.  583 

According  to  our  catechifm,  it  requires  "  the  prefer- 
**  ving  the  honour,  and  performing  the  duties,  belong- 
**  ing  to  every  one  in  their  feveral  places  and  rela- 
^*  tions;  as  fuperiors,  inferiors,  or  equals/'  In  fpeaking 
to  this,  I  fliall, 

1.  Take  notice  of  God's  appointment  of  feveral 
places  and  relations. 

2.  Confider  the  neceffity  of  the  performance  of  re- 
lative duties  in  the  general. 

3*  Shew  the  duties  of  the  particular  relations  where- 
in we  feverally  ftand. 

FIRST,  I  am  to  take  nptice  of  God's  appoint- 
ment of  feveral  places  and  relations.  Obferve,  that  a 
difference  of  places  and  relations  amongfl:  the  children 
of  men  is  of  divine  appointment.  AH  are  not  alike. 
Some  God  will  have  to  be  fuperiors,  others  inferiors, 
others  equals ;  yea,  the  fame  perfons  fuperiors  in  refpecl 
of  fome,  and  inferiors  in  refpeft  of  others.  This  com- 
juand  fuppofeth  this,  as  the  eighth  doth  a  propriety  of 
goods.  God  is  a  God  of  order,  not  of  confufion :  fo  that 
the  levelling  defign  is  levelled  againft  the  divine  will. 
It  ferves, 

1.  To  xnanifeft  the  fovereignty  of  God,  that  inverts 
one  man  more  than  another  with  dominion  and  ho* 
nour,  though  all  are  of  one  blood ;  takes  one  piece  of 
clay  and  fets  it  on  a  throne,  and  fets  another  piece  of 
the  fame  on  a  dunghill.  He  himfdi  is  the  King  of 
the  world,  and  the  fountain  of  honmr. 

2.  To  beautify  the  world.  God  that  has  made  the 
natural  body  of  man  not  all  one  lump,  but  confiding 
of  feveral  members,  fome  more,  fome  lefs  honourable, 
for  the  beauty  of  the  whole,  has  fo  fhewed  his  wifdom 
in  the  political  body. 

3.  It  is  neceffary  in  this  ftate  of  fin,  efpecially  for 
the  preferving  of  the  world,  which  without  rules  and 
government  in  familes,  churches,  and  ftates,  would 
be  like  a  fliip  without  a  pilot  amongft  dangerous  rocks. 

Ufe.  Let  every  one  then  be  content  with  his  place  af- 
figned  him  by  the  divine  providence.     Are  worlc  than 
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yourfelves  fet  above  you  ?  God  has  done  it  J  fay  yoti 
Amen  to  your  own  poft.  And  do  the  duty  of  yout 
place  and  rclarion  ;  and  that  will  be  your  greatcft  ho- 
nour. The  moon  fhining  by  night  is  very  beaudful^ 
but  in  the  day  there  is  little  beauty  with  her.  As  lit* 
tie  is  there  in  thofe  who  forfaking  their  own  place  and 
the  duties  thereof,  thruft  themfelves  into  that  of  an- 
othei ,  and  aft  without  their  proper  fphcres. 

SECONDLY,  Let  us  conSder  the  neceffity  of  per- 
formance of  relative  duties  in  general.  Obferve  that 
the  confcientious  performance  of  relative  duties  is  a 
ncceffiry  piece  of  true  religion*  The  fifth  comTiand- 
mcnt  *•  requireth  the  preferving  the  honour,  and  per- 
**  forming  the  duties,  belonging  to  every  one  in  theif 
•*'  fcveral  places  and  relations*"  True  religion  con- 
iifts  ot  faith  and  holinefs ;  and  true  holinefs  is  mid(i 
up  of  perfonal  and  relative  holinefs.  Do  not  think 
that  religion  has  no  concern  in  thy  domeftic  and  civil 
affairs.  All  of  us  are  in  fome  relations,  ljulband.s 
\i4ves,  children,  fervants,  neii^hbours.  Each  of  thefifi 
has  its  own  train  of  duties.  Be  thou  mafter,  fervant^ 
&c.  here  are  thy  inftruclions  fent  down  from  heaveoj 
how  to  carry  in  thy  place  and  relation*  Thou  wilt 
fay,  Who  is  concerned  how  I  carry  to  my  relations? 
I  tell  you,  God  is  concerned,  and  he  will  require  iti 
His  commands  are  Uke  a  man*s  fhadow  ;  where  ever 
he  goes,  they  |^low  him*  The  neceffity  thereof  is 
apparent. 

1.  The  confcientious  performance  of  relative -duties 
is  neceffary  in  refpccl  of  the  command  of  God*  Th6 
command  for  them  is  the  firll  command  of  the  fedond 
table.  God  who  hath  placed  us  in  thefe  relations, 
binds  us  by  his  Ibvercign  authority  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  fame.  The  fame  ilartip  of  divine  au- 
thority is  on  thefe  commands,  that  is  upon  the  com- 
mand to  pray,  &c.  And  he  will  not  fit  with  out 
overlooking  our  duty. 

2.  It  is  neccffary  to  evidence  us  to  be  Chriftians  in- 
deed.    No  man  can  juftly  pretend  to  be  a  new  crca- 
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^.  ture,  tbat  does  not  make  conTcience  of  relative  du« 
J  ties,  2  Cor.  V.  17.  Saving  grace  goes  through  all  re- 
Z  lations  like  leaven  in  a  lump,  and  fets  men  right  in 
^  them*  It  msdsies  the  man  not  only  a  good  man,  but 
..^  a  good  neighbour,  hufband,  fervant,  &c.  the  woman 
f  a  good  neighbour,  wife,  fervant,  fcf^r.  For, 
'^  .  (i.)  Relative  duties  are  an  integral  part  of  true 
godlinefs;  they  are  a  part  of  the  new  man^  Eph.  iv^ 
^4.  25.  A  body  that  wants  a  leg  or  an  arm  is  no 
complete  body ;  and  a  man  that  wants  relative  holi- 
nefs,  is  no  complete  Chriftian,  no  evangelically-com- 
^  plete  Chriftian,  2  Pet.  1.  7.  9. 

^  •  (7.)  Relative  holinefs  is  an  effential  part  of  true 
^^  godlinefs ;  it  cannot  be  without  it,  more  than  the 
]'  body  can  live  without  the  foul,  2  Pet.  i.  7.  9.  Shew  me 
:"  ^h  f^i^^  h  ^h  \of^^^9  fays  the  apoftle ;  and  fo  may 
'^  we  fay,  Shew  me  uiy  perfonal  holinefs  by  thy  relative 
^'   holinefs,  Eph.  v.  9.; 

^        (3.), Relative  duties  are  the  great  trying  points  o£ 

.';  .the  work  of  Chriftianity,  which,  if  any  thing,  will 

>  .try  what  metal  people  are  of.     A  man  is  that  really 

i   which  he  is  relatively*     If  there  be  any  dirt  on  the 

"   hand,  it  will  readily  be  found  on  the  joints.     And  if 

there  be  any  defeft  in  a  profeffor  of  religion,  fearch 

'   for  it  in  his  relations,  and  it  will  readily  be  found  in 

i   one  or  all  of  them.     The  pride  of  mens  hearts  makes 

'    them  often  very  difficult  j  fuperiors  thro'  their  pride 

of  heart  are  apt  to  tyrannize ;    inferiors    through 

theirs  think  themfelves  as  good,  and  cannot  comport: 

with  fubjeclion.     Every  man  naturally  loves  to  bd 

snafter,  and  feeks  himfelf }  hence  there  is  no  dutiful-^ 

nefs  to  equals* 

3.  It  is  neceflary  as  a  piece  df  conformity  to  thg 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift.  He  is  not  a  compFete  Chriftian  that 
has  not  received  of  Chrift  grace  for  grace*  We  muft 
prove  our  union  with  him  by  our  conformity  to  him^ 
I  John  ii.  6.  He  ftood  in  various  relations,  and 
therein  was  a  pattern  to  us.  He  is  a  loving  Hufband 
to  his  church,  Eph.  v.  25.*^  a  faithful  fervant  to  hin 
Vol.  II.  4  E 


cnarging  iiie  uuiics  or  ine  lame  ;  and  uli 
if  we  do  the  duties  of  the  relations  where 
How  is  the  eye,  the  tongue,  <rc,  ufeful 
they  remain  in  their  proper  place,  and  t 
per  office  :  whereas  if  they  either  be  remi 
their  place,  or  in  it  do  not  their  office,  tl 
lefs.  Let  us  make  a  help  meet  for  mar 
when  he  brought  the  firft  relation  into  thi 
that  relative  duties  as  we  ftand  in  rdacioi 
in  family,  church,  or  ftatc,  are  the  propei 
fulnefs.  They  that  are  ufeful  there  an 
deed  i  and  they  who  arc  ufclcfs  there,  are 
gether  in  the  world. 

5.  It  is  neceffliry  to  make  a  ftraight  C 
we  wiil  go  ftraight  in  religion,  wc  mull  g 
with  thefe  two  legs,  perfonal  duties  and 
ties.  If  either  of  thefe  be  wanting,  then 
like  the  legs  of  the  lame  that  are  not  emtal^  '. 
7.  An  unequal  pulfe  dews  a  diftemp 
How  many  fuch -crooked  profeffora  are  t, 
abroad,  but  devils  at  home?  But  fee  Pf 
As  for  fuch  as  turn  a  fide  unto  their  crooiec 
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..  o^,  their  duty  to  their  relatives,  all  good  goes  from 
l\,  them,  their  4>ints  four,  their  fo.ul3  wither,  and  their 
""  ipiritual  cafe  goes  qpite  to  wreck. 
;..  It  is  a  comipon  ubfervation  of  fuch  as  flight  relative 
f,  duties,  that  their  relatives  are  not  in  their  duty  to 
them.  But  though  it  be  fo,  this  tie  is  laid  on  them 
^  hj  diyine  2|uthority,  and  fo  cannot  be  tal^en  off  that 
,1  way.     Muft  I  go  out  of  niy  duty,  becaufcj  another 

-  ;goes  Qut  of  hisdaty  tome?  No.  See  1  Pet.  ii.  18.  &c. 
'^  It  is  the  way  to  gain  then^  to  their  duty,  chap.  iii.  1. 
-'      Use  I.  of  information.     TJ\is  lets  us  fee,  liliat, 

^  I.  There,is,very  little  true  religiqn  in  the  world, 
^  there  is  fo  little  relative  holinefs  in  it,  There  are 
^-  two  things  that  make  this  evident. 
■^  '  (!•)  How.few  are  thqre  that  ma^e  any  confciencs 
t'  at  all  of  their  duty  tq  their  relatives  ?  We  may  take 
^  up  Micah's  lamentation  over  the  land  at  this   day» 

-  Micah  vii.  i/— t6.  If  we  look  to  the  church,  what 
^  confufions  are  there,  with  untei;tder  minifters  and  un- 
t  ruly  people?  the  ftars  loQng  their  light,  and.  trampled 
t  undei^  foot  with  contempt.  If  \ye  look  to  the'ftate, 
2  magiftrates  abuCng.  their  authority,  and  people  de- 

Tpiung  them  and  their  authority  loo.     If  We  look  in- 

f  to  families,  what  difprder  is  tliere  ?  parents  carelefs, 

f  children  difobedientjj  hufbands  un tender,  wives  flub- 

•  bond  i  matters  rigid,  and  fervants  unfaithful.     A  fad 

evidence  of  the  decay  of  religion,  that  they  world  i^ 

fo  far  out  of  courfe^ 

^2.)  The  relative  duties  that  are  done,  how  few  of 
them  are  done  in  a  right  manner  ?  To  do  the  duty  it^ 
fclf  may  pleafe  men  5  but  God  will  never  accept  it  if 
it  is  not  done  in  a  right  manner.  A  gogd  humour 
is  all  with  niany,  who  have  no  principle  of  a  nevyr 
nature.  J^  natural  afieclioa  prevails  with  fome;  love 
to  peace  makes  others  do  their  duty:  and  fear  of 
their  relatives  puts  on  others  to  their  duty;  while  in 
the  mean  time  they  are  nowife  llirred  up  thereto  from 
the  fear  and  love  of  God ;  nor  have  they  any  refpect 
to  the.  command  of  God  in  what  they  do.     But  k 

lEa" 
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that  religion?  will  God  ever  accept  of  that  as  obe- 
dience  to  him^  No,  no,  Rom.  xiii.  5.  i  Pet.  iu.  6. 

2.  This  lets  us  fee  what  need  all  of  as  have  to  be 
humbled  for  our  defects  in  relative  duties }  what  need 
we  have  of  the  blood  of  Ghrift  to  wafh  away  \m 
guilt  in  thefe ;  what  need  we  have  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  to  help  us  unto  thefe  duties.  Oh!  they, are 
not  eafy :  nature  will  never  comply  with  the  work, 
or  at  beft  but  bungle  at  it.  We  have  much  need  to 
pray  for  the  divine  aiBflance  in  this  matter ;  as  with- 
out him  we  can  do  nothing,  even  in  thefe  outward 
duties. 

Use  II.  of  exhortation.      Set  yourfelves  to  make ;{ 
confcience  of  relative  duties.    For  motives  to  prds 
this,  cpnflder, 

1 .  This  will  be  a  notable  mean  of  good  to  your- 
felves. He  that  thus  lays  out  himfelf,  lays  up  for 
hinifclf  indeed  what  the  world  cannot  take  from  him. 
(i.)  It  will  be  an  evidence  of  the  fincerity  of  your 
obedience,  if  to  perfonal  holinefs  ye  join  relative  holi- 
Ecfs  too,  Pfal.  cxix.  6.  (2.)  It  will  be  a  great  pro- 
moter of  perfonal  hohnefs  ;  for  he  that  watereth,  Ihall 
be  watered  alfp  himfelf.  (3.)  It  will  waft  you  in 
within  the  compafs  of  the  promife  in  the  text. 

2 .  The  confcientious  peif ormance  of  relative  duties 
is  the  way  to  do  good  to  others.  Would  ye  be  ufe- 
ful  for  God,  or  uleful  to  your  relatives  ?  then  do  this. 
This  would  mc^e  you  a  blcffing  like  Abraham.  There 
is  nothing  more  convincing,  and  more  likely  to  make 
others  fall  in  love  with  religion,  than  this,  \  Pet.  iii.  i* 

3.  If  ye  make  no  confcience  of  thefe  duties,  it  will 
difcover  the  rottennefs  and  unfoundnefs  of  your 
hearts,  Pfal.  cxix.6.  When  God  (ihangeth  the  heart, 
he  writes  his  laws  on  it,  and  thefe  laws  amoag  others. 
And  the  want  of  this  wiir  bring  in  that  dittay,  not- 
ivithftanding  all  thy  pretended  religion,  One  thing  thou 
lackejl. 

ij^  The  ne^lecl  of  thefe  duties  and  unfaithfuloefs 
|i}  thepi  does  nauch  ill  to  reUgion*    The  world  will 
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btferve  how  people  manage  the  duties  of  their  rela- 
tions ;  and  a  flaw  tijere  is  a  fad  ftumbling-block,  that 
makes  others  caft  at  religion.  That  religion  that 
tends  not  to  the  good  of  fociety,  what  does  it  avail  ? 
Suppofe  a  profeflbr  to  have. a  gracclefs  neighbour,  can 
he  take  a  readier  way  to  ftumble  him  at  religion  .than 
to  be  an  ill  and  unconfcionable  neighbour  ?  That  is  a 
remarkable  admonition,  i  Tim.  vi,  i.  Let  as  rnany/er" 
vants  as  are  under  the  yoke,  count  their  own  mafters 
ivprthy.  of  all  honour  ;  that  the  name  of  God^  and  his 
dodrtne  be  not  blafphemed.  Many  pride  themielves  ia 
their  Contempt  of  magiffrates  and  their  authority ; 
but  I  am  convinced  it  has  no  fmall  influence  on  the 
malignancy  and  atheifm  of  the  a^e,  and  fcares  many 
from  the  religion  that  we  profefs.  The  malicious 
Jews  knew  very  well  the  influence  that  would  have ; 
and  therefore  tempted  our  Lord  with  a  queftion  re- 
lative to  paying  tribute  to  Csefar,  Matth.  xxii.  i6. 
^r.     But  fee  our  Lord's  practice,  Match,  xvii,  27. 

5,  God  takes  fpecial  notice  of  the  confcientious 
performers  of  relative  duties ;  for  indeed  thofe  that 
are  moft  obfervant  of  them  are  moft  ufeful  for  God 
in  the  world.  What  a  noble  commendatidh  is  that  of 
Enoch,  that  he  walked  with  God,  Gen.  v.  22.  ?  of 
Abraham,  of  whom  the  Lord  faid.  Shall  I  bide  fro?n 
Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do?  For  I  know  him^  that 
he  will  command  his  children^  and  his  houfehold  after 
him^  and  they  ftjall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  to  do  jujlice 
and  judgement^  Gen.  xviii.  17.  19.;  and  of  Sarah, 
1  Pet.  iii.  6.  who  obeying  Abraham,  calling  him  lord. 
Nay,  at  the  great  day  ot  judgement^  it  is  relative  du- 
ties that  are  pitched  upon  as  evidences  for  the  faints  ; 
and  the  negleft  of  thefe  is  the  ground  of  the  con- 
demnation of  the  wicked.  It  is  not  what  paflcd  or 
djid  not  pafs  betwixt  God  and  them,  but  what  paflcd 
bttwixt  their  neighbours  and  them,  upon  which  the 
fentence  of  abfolution  or  condemn-jtion  is  founded. 

6.  Ere  long  all  thefe  relations  will  be  taken  away, 
and  then  ye  will  have  no  mor^  acceftj  tp  d*)  a  duty  to 


590  Of  the  J^tp  Commattflment, 

tbem.  Ordinary  emergents  may  leparate  bctwUtthi 
fenrant  and  mailer,  miailler  aod  people,  one  nof^ 
bour  and  another.  Deith  comes  and  diiTolves  all  re- 
lations, Job  iii.  17.  18.  19.  This  difiblves  the  relidoB 
betwixt  hufband  and  wife,  parents  and  cfciidren. 
Should  we  not  then  tike  that  warning?  Gal.vi.  la 
Jf  we  have  therefore  cppertunity,  let  us  do  good  mHs  alt 
aun,  e/peciaHy  unto  them,  ivho  are  of  the  bmJMi  ef 
faith  ?  When  they  are  gone,  ;iiany  times  the  neglcS 
Aings  terribly. 

7.  THy  undutifulneis  that  way  may  ruin  thy  reli- 
tive  J  for  by  fuch  a  ftroke  ordinarily  it  is  not  one,  but 
two  that  fall  together.  And  if  God  do  keep  them  Qp^  I 
yet  ye  do  what  in  you  lies  to  ruin  them.  The  rid  \ 
man  in  hell  deGres  not  to  fee  his  brethren.  Wbfi 
dreadful  is  the  meeting  that  many  relatives  will  bive 
Mie  with  another  at  that  day. 

8.  Laftlyy  The  neglejl  of  thcfc  duties  will  uodoubt-  \ 
edly  niin  you,  if  ye  get  not  pardon  and  grace  to  re- 
fiinn  that  neglect,  Heb.  xii.  i.;.     If  ye  have  any  love 
to  your  own  louls,  then  endeavour  alter  this. 

I  offer  you  the  following  directions. 
I.  Keep*  up  a  fcofe  of  your  own  inability  fo^rel^ 
tive  duties,  and  look  to  tlie  Lord  for  firength  toper- 
form  them.  People  look  on  thefe  but  as  common 
things,  aiid  live  not  by  faith  with  refpect  to  them, 
and  the  Lord  leaves  tlieni  fo  as  they  mar  all.  Prayer 
and  faith  in  the  promil'es  are  necelTary  to  the  perfoiin- 
ance  of  thefe  duties. 

z.  Watch,  Satan  bends  his  force  againfl  this  par- 
ticularly, becaufe  he  is  in  a  fair  way  to  ruin  two  at 
leafl;  at  once.  So  relatives  ftiould  join  forces  to  reM 
him,  and  carefully  watcli  againlt  this  fubtile  and  mali- 
cious enemy. 

3.  LiijUy,  Confider  ye  have  to  do  with  God  in  that 
matter,  and  not  ojcrcJy  with  another.  Ic  is  he  that 
has  fet  you  in  your  leveral  relations,  and  has  prefcri- 
bed  tiie  laws  whereby  ye  mull  walk  with  him  in  than. 
He  is  youc  'wltacfe,  and  will  be  your  Judge  with  re- 
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ipect  to  your  behaviour  in  that  relation^  according  to 
toefc  laws. 

THIRDLY,  I  come  now  to  confider  the  duties 
of  the  particular  relations  wherein  we  feverally  ftand  ; 
and  they  are  two  in  general ;  thofe  of  fuperiors  and 
inferiors,  and  that  of  equals.  The  former  is  of  two 
forts.  There  are  fome  relations  where  one  of  the  re- 
latives has  powe^and  authority  over  the  other  ;  and 
thofcthat  import  a  mere  preference.  The  firft  of  thefe 
we  may  confider  with  refped  to  the  family,  the  church, 
and  the  commonwealth. 

In  the  family  we  find  three  relations  of  fuperiors 
-and  inferiors,  hufband  and  wife,  parents  and  children, 
mafters  and  fervants,  wherein  one  of  the  relatives  has 
*  power  and  authority  over  the  other. 

I  {hall  begin  with  the  family-relations,  and  therein 
with  the  firft  relation  that  was  in  the  world,  and  from 
which  all  others  do  proceed,  viz.  that  of  hufband  and 
wife,  and  fo  proceed  to  the  reft  in  order.  And  we 
muft  be  particular,  that  we  may  declare  the  whole 
counfel  of  God.  1  ihall  fhew  you  the  laws  of  heaven 
Mrith  relpeft  to  each  of  thefe  relations,  which  if  ob- 
ferved  would  make  happy  focieties,  families,  ^c.  and 
when  neglefted  keep  the  world  in  wild  diforder  j  and 
thefe  are  laws  by  which  we  (hall  be  judged. 

First,  As  for  the  relation  betwixt  hufbands  and 
wives,  read  Col.iii.  i8.  19.  Wives ^  fubmit your/elves  iin^ 
to  your  own  hufbands^  as  it  is  Jit  in  the  Lord.  HuJbandSy 
love  your  wives ^  qnd  be  not  bitter  againjl  them.  The  a- 
poftle  here  lays  down  the  duty  of  married  perfons  one 
to  another.  He  begins  with  the  duty  of  the  wife,  as 
thfit  of  the  children  and  fervants,  becaufe  their  duty 
through  the  fubjeftion  that  is  in  it  is  the  mofl:  difiicuk, 
and  being  confcientioufly  performed,  is  the  ftrongeft 
motive  to  the  hufband,  as  to  the  parent  t6  the  chil- 
dren, to  do  his.   And  here  we  have, 

I.  The  fum  of  a  wife's  duty  to  hjcr  hufband,  Self- 
fubmiflion  to  him,  fubjecling  herfelf  to  him,  compre- 
hending the  dyty  Ihe  owes  to  him  in  her  heart,  words. 
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and  deeds.  The  qualification  of  this  fubmiflion,  tie 
only  rcflriction  of  it,  is  in  the  Lard  i  that  is,  loiiit 
be  confiileht  with  her  duty  to  God.  That  Umitatioa 
ohferved,  it  extends  to  every  thing,  F.ph.v.  14.  (5.) 
The  rcafonablenels  of  this,  it  fhouid  not  be  complain- 
ed of  J  it  is  Jit,  jufl,  and  equitable  in  refpecl  af  God'i 
ordinance  enjoining  it,  the  infirmity  ot~  tLe  woriBn  as 
the  weaker  fea:,  and  the  inconveniencies  arifingoatiie 
refufal  of  it. 

2.  The  film  of  the  hulband's  duty  is  love  to  ha. 
This  comprehends  in  it  the  whole  of  his  duty;  for 
love  will  always  be  active,  and  (pread  itfelf  into  the  li;- 
veral  duties  he  owes  her,  yea  and  will  feafon'all  thde 
duties,  and  tindure  them  with  kiiidnels  to  her.  The 
apnille  comprehends  all  in  th's,  botli  to  fweetcn  tli' 
wife's  fubjcction  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  temper  iiis 
authority  on  the  otlicr.  And  therefore  he  cautioos 
a^gaiaft  bitti^nefs,  and  that  both  in  heart,  that  he  biu  J 
he  not,  nor  coldly  love  her,  in  words,  and  in  deeds. 

Hnibands  and  wives  may  not  carry  to  one  another 
as  they  lill,  but  mult  be  dutiful  to  one  another  ac- 
cording to  the  word  of  God,  as  they  will  be  accouat- 
able  to  God.     Here  I  ihali  Ihew, 

I.  'I'he  duties  cunimon  to  both  hufband  and  wife. 

c.  1  liofe  more  peculi.ir  to  each  party. 

FirJ},  1  ihail  Ihew  the  duties  common  to  both  hut 
bnnd  nJid  wite. 

I.  Conjnpa!  love,  Tit.  ii.  4.  Tiiey  mull  love  one 
anotl.cr  w:!:h  a  fpccial  love,  not  communicable  to 
another.  God's  ordinance  lias  made  them  oneflefii, 
and  God's  law  cbli2;es  them  to  be  one  heart.  They 
juuft  love  one  anotlicr  more  than  father  or  mother, 
ycaas  their  own  iic(]i,  Kph.  v.  51.  28.  And  where 
that  love  is  wanting,  God  is  diiiionoured,  and  thi 
iociety  is  uncomfort.ible.  And  hov.'evcr  icaice  they 
may  be  of  Idvtiy  qualities,  we  muU  love  them  beciuU 
they  are  ours. 

2.  Cohabitation,  dwelling  together  ;  wliich  cora- 
prehroda  the  ordinary  ufc  oi  the  lame  houfe,  be^ai ' 
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t  i>oar4»  I  Pet.  iii.   7.    X  Cor.  vii.  10.     This  is  fuch  a^ 

t  neceflary  duty >  that  an  obftinate  reftifal  in  either  party 

b  tp  dwell  together  diffolves  the  marriage^  i  Cor.  vii.  15: 

a  tl^at  is .  wilful  defer tion;     And  if  sL  man  remove  to 

:£:  Another  place  for  a  long  time,  and  upon  n6  bafe  caufe^ 

:r  his  ..wife  is  obliged  to  go  with  him,  if  he  defire,  unlefs 

.;:  there  be  fpme  imminent  danger  either  of  her  body  or 

::.:  4bul ;  and  he  is  obliged  to  take  her  if  fhe  defire.     For 

though  it  belongs  to  the  hulband  as  the  head  to  de^* 

;i  termine  the:  place  of  their  habitation,  yet  he  cannot 

|\  ihake  oflp  his  duty  to  his  wife,  i  Cor.  vii.  5;  Gen. 

•^       3.  Living  together  in  peace,   i  Cor.  vii.  15.     We 
;.   inuft  follow  peace  with  all  inen ;  but  there  are  double 
H,  ties  on  married  perfons  tP  follow  peace  with  ode  an* 
„   other,  and  to  watch  that  it  be  not  broken..    No  war 
,.   IS  fo  unnatural  as  that  which  is  betwixt  them ;  and 
\   i}one  fo  hopelefs  if  they  make  it  not  up  betwixt  them- 
'.    felves;     Did  we  fee  a  man  tearing  his  own  flefh,  or  a, 
"!!   woman  beating  her  head  againft  the  wall,  we  would 
','   conclude  they  were  mad.      Yet  thus  it  is  in  cffeft 
.;   where  there  is  no  peace  betwixt  hufband  and  wife; 
The  ancient  Pagan  Greeks,  when  they  cut  up  the 
;,   wcdding-faerifice,  took  the  gall,  and  with  eager  loath- 
ing flung  it  behind  the  altar^  to  Ihew  that  in  wedlock 
,    all  bitternefs  muft  be  put  fat  away.     There  is  none  fo 
liopelels,  if  they  take  it  not  up  between  themfelves  r 
for  there  is  none  to  judge  betwixt  them  but  God : 
therefore  if  they  cannot  clear,  they  fhould  bury  their 
controverfies^  yielding  for  peace  fake.     And  thbtigh 
certainly  k  is  moft  natural  that  the  wPman  fhould' 
firft  yield j  yet  he  is  a  foolifb  man  that  wilt  not  facri- 
.fice  of  his  own  right  to  peace,  and  yield  though  to 
the  weaker  veffely  as  Mofes  d?d  to  Zipporah,  Exod. 
iv.  25.  26.     Certainly  whofo  firft  yieldsr,  fhews  moft 
refpeft  to  God,   and  ftands  faireft  for  the  blefling,' 
Matth.  V.  9*  Bleffed  are  the  peace-makers. 

4.  Carefulnefs  to  pleafe  one  another;     The  ^ife 
ouglit  to  fiiit  hcrfelf  to  the  wiU  of  her  hufband,  f^ 
Vol.il  4F         / 
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far  zs  Ijwfully  (be  mxy,  i  Car.  vii.  34.  witehiiifl* 
gainft  whst  i^  difplnfinr^,  and  doing  in  tbisgi  UwM 
what  file  kaiTws  11  pInGng,  Gen.  xxvii^  9.  Ta  md 
the  hofband  moft  be  cireful  to  |Jeaie  ba  too,  »tf. 
13.  It  is  a  piece  of  that  conjugal  tendemcfebcowa 
ler.  not  to  do  any  thing  that  he  knows  maj  jtifily 
difpleafe  her,  and  even  to  hureoor  her  in  thinj^Uw- 
ful  and  6t,  for  her  greater  comfort  ;  for  though  tffs 
the  head,  yet  (he  is  his  own  flcih.  This  wonld  kKp: 
peace. 

5.  Living  together  not  only  in  peace,  bnt  in  le»t| 
delighting  in  one  another's  company,  Eccl.  is.  j. 
Jning  cheaifiitly  and  familiarly  together.  A  cardtb, 
inorofe,  ami  uiKonverfible  humour  is  oppofite  tothe 
(Dii  of  the  ftate  of  marriage,  which  is  the  mui'iijl 
conilort  of  the  parties. 

6.  Honouring  one  another.  The  woman  ought ta 
honour  her  hulband,  walking  undrr  a  confcientioBJ 
refpech  to  that  fuperiority  GivJ  has  granted  him  over 
her,  I  Cnr.  si.  7.  So  that  Ihe  may  not  trample  upon 
liis  charader'as  a  hufband.  Yea  and  fhe  inuft  labour 
to  walk  lb  with  others,  as  flic  may  bring  no  difhoDoin" 
to  him  by  Ler  indilcrect  carriage,  but  be  a  glory(9 
him  by  her  meek  and  quiet  converfation,  1  Pet.  iii.  4- 
So  as  he  is  her  head,  fhe  becomes  a  crown  to  tint 
head.  A  vir.'aous  luoman  is  a  crown  to  ber  hujbi'^ 
Prov.  xii.  *}.  Tlie  hufband  muft  alio  honour  hia  wifci 
1  Pet.  iii.  7.  both  in  his  wordaand  actions,  fliewingln' 
eileem  of  her  virtues,  piaifing  her  when  fhe  does  wd, 
Prov.  xxxi.  28.  repoling  truft  and  conlidence  in  bff 
as  to  tlie  management  of  his  affairs,  and  not  keeps^ 
lip  the  knowledge  of  his  bufinefs  from  her,  but  com- 
municating cnunfels  with  her,  Prov.xxxi.  11.  Thij 
he  mtirt  do  when  fhe  is  worthy  ;  otherwife  tiiat  moft 
tike  place,  Micah  vii.  j.  Kefp  the  dcors  cf  thy  nmli 
finUi  kcr  that  lieth  in  thy  bofom.     In  a  worJ,  he  ought 

to  cany  fo  refpcclfnily  to  her,  as  to  Ihew  that  he  lovki 
tin  Iier  as  his  companion,  aud  may  gain  refpect  in  her 
from  the  reft,  ut  ttve  i-a.'ow^,  Ota.  s.vi.  6.  and  this  bo 
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canfe  flie  is  the  weaker  veflel,  both  naturally  and  mo» 
rally,  in  which  refped  fhe  is  more  eafily  cruihed  and 
broken  in  her  fpirit,  efpecially  by  the  auilere  and  un» 
dutiful  ca^age  of  her  hufband. 

7.  Syaipathizing  with  one  another  in  all  their 
crofles, /  Send  griefs,  and  joys,  whether  of  body  or 
imnd*  ^Being  one  fleih,  they  muft  fliew  it  this  way. 
liro^a  common  duty  we  owe  to  all,  to  weep  with  them 

J$kol  weepy  and  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoite ;  and  fo 
both  their  griefs  and  joys  fliould  be  mutual,  in  a  fpe- 
cia)  manner ;  otherwife  they  will  be  as  jarring  firings 
in  an  infirument  that  mars  the  harmony,  i  Sam.  i.  8. 
And  they  muft  bear  with  one  another's  infirmities,  co- 
vering them  with  the  mantle  of  love.  Gal.  vi.  2. 

8.  Faithfulnefs  in  refpeft  of  their  bodies,  communi- 
cating themfelves  one  to  another  according  to  the  ends 
of  marriage,  with  modefty  and  fobernefs,  marriage 
putting  the  body  of  each  in  the  other's  power ;  and 
therefore  the  apoftlc  in  this  cafe  forbids  them  to  de- 
fraud one  another,  i  Cor.  vii.  5.  Another  piece  of 
that  faithfulnefs  is  keeping  by  one  another,  and  not 
embracing  a  firanger,  which  is  that  horrible  breach 
that  diflblves  the  bond  of  marriage. 

9.  Lajlly^  A  due  concern  for  one  another's  foul  and 
eternal  welfare,  i  Pet.  iii.  7.  They  muft  be  helpful  to 
one  another  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  doing  what  they 
can  to  advance  one  another's  eternal  intcreft  ;  watch- 
ing over  one  another,  joining  together  in  holy  duiies ; 
inftruding  and  admonifliing  one  another  lovingly  and 
meekly,  each  one  propofing  to  themfelves  the  falva- 
tion  of  their  relative,  as  well  as  their  own,  i  Cor.  vii. 

This  is  a  weighty  point,  which  few  lay  to  heart,  &c^ 
|^"7i  he  continued  in  the  third  volume^ 
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n  differenc  places  of  the  country,  her  will  fpeed'ily  ifflie 

PROPOSALS 

For  Printing   bySuBScaiPTioN, 
la  Five  Volvmes  Duodecimo, 


\ 


SELECT  COLLECTION 

Of  the  remaining 

SERMONS 

O    F 

The  late  Reverend  and  LearneJ 

Mr  THOMAS     BOSTON, 

Minillcr  of  the  Ggfpel  m  Ziicick, 

Author  of  this  and  many  other  excellent  Pieces. 

The  propnfjls  will  fpecify  the  titles  and  te.\ts  of  the  difcouri:';  i« 
br  conlained  in  each  volume. 

The  price  of  each  volume  will  be  only  3  s.  feived  in  a  blue  paper 
cover,  or  2  5.  fid.   bnund,  to  be  paid  on  deliver;'. 
A  volume  will  be  publilhed  every  other  monih. 
As  no  more  fermons  of  this  author  arc  defigncd  for  pubiicatiwi, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  eiicouragers  of  his  former  works  will  Ihew  a  dif- 
pofition  to  promote  this  kil  publication  of  the  author, 

if  a  fuRicient  number  of  fuhfcribers  do  not  ofler  in  five  monib 
from  this  date,  tke  defign  will  be  entirely  laid  afide,  however  much 
it  may  be  to  the  lofs  ot  the  public,  and  contrsry  to  the  inclinationof 
irveral  who  have  lijrnificd  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  fee  the  lall  remain 
of  this  great  and  good  man. 

And  the  ttantcriher  hereby  gives  further  notice,  that  if  ihis  it- 
fgned  pubilci.tion  fiiall  meet  with  fuccefs,  the  author's  Memoirj  will 
ipeedilv  follow;  bur  if  it  Ihall  fail  of  fuitable  encouragement,  ita 
publication  of  liie  M>-moirs  will  alfo  be  laid  afiJe. 

It  is  almoll  unnccefihry  to  fay,  that  thcfe  fermons,  and  the  ms- 
motrs,  are  intended  to  be  publiflied  by  the  cunfent  and  under  the  in- 
fpeflton  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Michael  Boston,  the  author's  grandfoo," 
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is  the  f.ime  petfon,  who  has  prepared  all  Mr  Bollon's  pofthumOM 
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